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JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS, 

1774. 


MONDAY,  September  5,  1774, 

A  NUMBER  of  the  delegates,  chosen  and  appointed  bj  the  several  colo- 
nies and  pronnces  in  North- America,  to  meet  and  hold  a  Congress  at  Phila- 
delphia, assembled  at  tiie  Carpenter's  Hall : 

PRESENT: 

From  New-Hampshire  : 

Major  John  SulUvaUf  e$q, 
CkJmd  JVathaniel  Folsom,  esq. 

From  Massachusetts-Bat  : 

Tkthon.  Thomas  Cushing,  esq. 
Mr.  Samuel  Mams, 
John  Adams,  em. 
Robert  Treat  F^ine,  esq. 

From  Rhode-Island  and  Providenos 
Plantations  : 

The  hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  esq. 
The  hon.  Samuel  Ward,  esq. 

From  Connecticut  : 

The  hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  esq. 
The  hon.  Roger  Sherman,  esq. 
Silas  Deans,  esq. 

From  THE  Cmr  AND  County  or  New- 
tork,  and  other  counties  in  the 
Province  of  New- York  : 

James  Duane,  esq. 
John  Jay,  esq. 
Philip  Livingsion,  esq. 
Isaac  Low,  esq. 

From  THE  County  of  Suffolk,  in  the 
Province  of  New-York  : 

Colonel  William  Floyd,  esq. 

From  New-Jersey  : 

James  Kinsey,  esq. 
William  Livingston,  esq. 
John  Dehart,  esq. 
Stephen  Crane,  esq. 
Richard  Smith,  esq. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  President,  when  the  Hon.  Peyton 
Randolph,  esq.  was  unanimouslj  elected. 

Mr.  t/harles  Thomson  was  nnanimoaslj  chosen  Secretary. 


I  From  Pennsylvania  : 

The  hon.  Joseph  OaUoway,  esq. 
Samuel  Rhodes,  esq. 
yjhomas  M\gUn,  esq. 
Charles  Humphreys,  esq. 
John  Morton,  esq. 
Edward  Riddle,  esq. 


From  New-Castle,  Kent  and  Sus^ 
...       SEX,  ON  Delaware  : 

The  hon.  Caesar  Rodney,  esq. 
Thomas  M*Kean,  esq. 
Qeorge  Read,  esq. 

From  Maryland  : 

Robert  Chldsborough,  esq. 
William  Paca,esq. 
Samuel  Chase,  esq. 

From  Yiroinia  : 

The  hon.  Pevton  Randolph^  esq. 
Qeorge  Washington,  esq. 
Patrick  Henry,  esq. 
Richard  Rland,  esq. 
Renjamin  Harrison,  esq. 
Edmupd  Pendleton,  esq. 

From  South -Carouna: 

Henry  MiddUton,  esq. 
John  Rutledge,  esq. 
Christopher  Oadsaen^esq 
Thomas  Lynch,  esq. 
Edward  Rutledge,  esq. 
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The  gentlemen  from  the  several  colonies  produced  their  respective  creden^ 
tials,  which  were  read  and  approved  as  follows : 

PROVINCE  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  deputies  appointed  bj  the  several  towns  in  this  province, 
held  at  Exeter,  in  the  county  of  Rockingham,  2Ut  Julj,  1774,  for  the  election 
of  delegates,  on  behalf  of  this  province,  to  join  the  General  Congress  proposed: 
Present  85  members : 

The  hon.  John  Wentworth,  esq.  in  the  chair. 

Voted,  that  major  John  Sullivan,  and  col.  Nathaniel  Folsom,  esqrs.  be  ap- 
pointed and  empowered,  as  delegates,  on  the  part  of  this  province, .to  attend 
and  assist  in  the  General  Congress  of  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  at 
such  time  and  place  as  may  be  appointed,  U)  devise,  consult,  and  adopt  such 
measures,  as  may  have  the  most  likely  tendency  to  extricate  the  colonies  froim 
their  present  difficulties ;  to  secure  and  perpetuate  their  rights,  liberties,  and 
privileges,  knd'to  restore  that  peace,  harmony^  and  mutual  confidence,  which 
once  happily  subsisted  between  the  parent  country,  and  her  colonies. 

J.  WENTWORTH,  Chairman. 

PROVINCE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS-BAY: 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  17>  1774. 

This  house  having  duly  considered,  and  being  deepljr  affected  with  the 
unhappy  differences,  whicn  have  long  subsisted,  and  are  increasing,  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  do  resolve:  that  a  meeting  of  com- 
mittees from  the  several  colonies  on  this  .continent,  is  highly  expedient  and 
necessary,  to  consult  upon  the  present  state  of  the  colonies,  and  the  miseries 
to  which  they  are  and  must  be  reduced,  by  the  operation  of  certain  acts  of 
parliament  respecting  America,  and  to  deliberate  and  determine  upon  wise 
and  proper  measures,  to  be  by  them  recommended  to  all  the  colonies,  for  the 
recovery  and  establishment  of  their  just  rights  and  liberties,  civil  and  religious, 
and  the  restoration  of  anion  and  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colo- 
nies, most  ardently  desired  by  all  good  men :  Therefore,  resolved,  that  the 
hon.  James  Bowdoine,  esq.  the  hen.  Thomas  Cushing,  esq.  Mr.  Samuel  Adams. 
John  Adams  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  esqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed 
a  committee  on  the  part  oi  this  province,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  any  three 
of  whom  to  be  a  quorum ;  to  meet  such  committees  or  delegates  from  the  other 
colonies,  as  have  been  or  may  be  appointed,  either  by  their  respective  houses 
of  burgesses,  or  representatives,  or  by  convention,  or  by  the  committees  of 
correspondence  appointed  by  the  respective  houses  of  assembly,  in  the  city  of 
Philsioelphia,  or  any  other  place  that  shall  be  judged  most^  suitable  by  the 
committee,  on  the  1st  day  of  September  next;  and  that  the  speaker  of  the 
house  be  directed,  in  a  letter  to  the  speakers  of  the  houses  ot  burgesses  or 
representatives  in  the  several  colonies,  to  inform  them  of  the  substance  of  these 

re solves 

SAMUEL  ADAMS,  Clerk. 

RHODE-ISLAND : 

By  the  hon.  Joseph  Wanton,  eBq.  srovemor,  captain-general,  and  commander  in  chief  of  and 
'  over  the  English  colony  orRnode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  New-England 
in  America. 

To  the  hotu  Stephen  Hopkins,  esq,  and  the  hon.  Samuel  Ward,  esq.  Cheeting: 

Whereas  the  general  assembly  of  the  colony  aforesaid,  have  nominated  and 
appointed  you,  the  said  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  to  represent  the 
people  of  this  colony  in  General  Congress  of  Representatives  from  this  and 
the  other  coionies«  at  such  time  and  place  as  should  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
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major  part  of  the  committees  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  colonies  in 
reneral;  1  do  therefore  hereby  authorize,  empower,  and  commissionate  jou, 
9ie  said  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  to  repair  to  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, it  being  the  place  agre<id  upon  by  the  major  part  of  the  colonies ;  and 
diere,  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet  and  join  with  the  commissioners  or  dele- 
gates from  the  other  colonies,  in  consulting  upon  proper  measures  to  obtain  a 
repeal  of  the  several  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  for  lerying  taxes  upon  his. 
majesty's  subjects  in  America,  without  tneir  consent,  and  particularly  an  act 
lately  passed  for  blocking  up  the  port  of  Boston,  and  upon  proper  measures  to 
establish  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonies,  upona  just  and  solid  foundation, 
agreeable  to  the  instructions  given  you  by  the  general  assembly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  colony,  this  10th  day^  of 
Aueust,  m  the  year  of  our  Lord  1774,  and  the  14th  of  the  rcigu 
[u  S.3       of  his  most  sacred  majesty  George  the  third,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  king  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 

By  his  honour's  command,  J.  WANTON. 

Hem&t  Ward,  Secretary. 

CONNECnCUT: 

Ik  the  House  of  Represektativbs  of  the  oolokt  of  Conkeotiout, 

June  Sd,  1774. 

Whereas  a  Congress  of  commissioners  from  the  several  British  colonies  in 
America,  is  proposed  by  some  of  our  neighbouring  colonies,  and  thought  neces- 
sary ;  and  whereas  it  may  be  found  expedient  that  such  Congress  should  be 
eonvened  before  the  next  sessions  of  this  assembly : 

Resolved,  by  this  house,  that  the  committee  of  correspondence  be,  and  they 
axe  hereby  empowered,  on  application  to  them  made,  or  from  time  to  time,  as 
may  be  found  necessary,  to  appoint  a  suitable  number  to  attend  siich  Congress, 
or  convention  of  commissioners,  or  committees  of  the  several  colonies  in  Brijdsh 
America,  and  the  persons  thus  to  be  chosen  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed,  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  attend  such  Congress;  to  consult  and 
advise  on  proper  measures  for  advancing  the  best  good  of  the  colonies,  and 
sach  conferences,  from  time  to  time,  to  report  to  this  house. 

A  true  extract  and  copy  from  the  Journal  of  the  House. 

WILLIAM  WILLIAMS,  Clerk. 

Colony  of  Connecticut,  ss. 

New-Lokdon,  July  ISth,  1774. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  correspondence  for  this  colony: 

The  hon.  Ebenezer  Sillihan,  esq.  in  the  chair: 

The  hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  the  hon.  William  Samuel  Johnston,  Erastus  Wol- 
cott,  Silas  Deane,  and  Richard  Law,  esqrs.  were  nominated,  'pursuant  to  the 
act  of  the  hon.  House  of  Representatives  of  the  said  colony,  at  their  sessions 
in  May  last,  either  three  of  which  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  in 
behalf  of  this  colony,  to  attend  tlie  General  Congress  of  the  colonies,  proposed 
to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  oli  the  first  day  of  September  next,  or  at  such  other 
time  and  place  as  shall  be  agreed  on  |»y  the  colonies,  to  consult  and  advise 
with  the  commissioners  or  committees  of  the  several  English  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica, on  proper  measures  for  advancing  the  best  good  of  uie  colonies. 

Signed,  Ebenezer  Silliman,  William  Williams,  Benjamin  Payne,  Erastus 
Wolcott,  Joseph  Trumbull^  Samuel  H.  Parsons,  Nathaniel  Wdes,  jun.  Silas 
Deane. 
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Hartford,  Jiugust,  1774. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  cdmmittee  of  correspondence  for  this  colony : 

Erastus  Wolcott,  Chairman. 

The  hon.  William  Samuel  Johnston,  Erastus  Wolcott,  and  Richard  Law» 
esqrs.  nominated  bj  this  committee  at  New-London,  on  the  13th  of  July  lasl^ 
as  persons  proper  to  attend  the  General  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia* 
on  tlie  first  of  ^September  next,  as  by  said  appointment,  being  unable,  by  reason 
of  previous  engagements  and  the  state  of  their  health,  to  attend  said  Congress* 
on  behalf  of  this  colony  ;  the  hon.  Roger  Sherman,  and  Joseph  Trumbull,  esqrs. 
were  nominated  in  the  place  of  the  aforesaid  gentlemen,  as  persons  proper  to 
attend  said  Congress,  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  either  of  which  are  empowered* 
with  the  hon.  Enphalet  Dyer,  and  Silas  Deane,  esqrs.  for  that  purpose. 

Signed,  William  Williams,  Benjamin  Payne,  Joseph  Trambuli*  Nathaniel 
WaleSj  jun.  Samuel  H.  Parsons,  Samuel  Bishop. 

NEW-YORK : 

By  duly  certified  polls,  taken  by  proper  persons,  in  seven  wards,  it  appears 
that  James  Duane,  ^hn  Jay,  Philip  Livingston,  Isaac  Low,  and  John  Alsop^ 
esqrs.  were  elected  as  delegates  for  the  city  and  county  of  New- York,  to  attend 
the  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  the  first  day  of  September  next ;  and  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  committees  of  several  districts  in  the  county  of  West-Chester,  the 
same  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  represent  that  county ;  also  by  a  letter 
from  Jacob  Lansing,  jun.  chairman,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  for  ^Albany,  it 
appears,  that  that  city  and  county  had  adopted  the  same  for  their  delegates. 
By  another  letter,  it  appears,  that  the  committee  from  the  several  districts  in 
the  county  of  Duchess,  bad  likewise  adopted  tlie  same  as  delegates  to  represent 
that  county  in  Congress,  and  that  committees  of  other  towns  approve  of  them 
as  their  delegates. 

By  a  writing  duly  attested,  it  appears,  the  county  of  Suffolk,  in  the  colony  ot 
New-York,  have  appointed  colonel  William  Floyd,  to  represent  them  in  Congress. 

NEW4ERSEY: 

Th  James  Klnsey,  William  Livingston,  John  Dehart,  Stephm  Crane^  and 

Jttichard  Smith,  esqrs.  each  and  every  of  you: 

The  committees,  appointed  by  the  several  counties  of  the  colony  of  New- 
Jersey^,  to  nominate  deputies,  to  represent  the  same  in  General  Congress  of 
deputies,  from  the  other  colonies  in  America,  convened  at  the  city  of  New- 
Brunswick,  have  nominated  and  appointed,  and  do  hereby  nominate  and 
appoint  you,  and  each  of  you,  deputies,  to  represent  the  colony  of  New-Jersey, 
in  the  said  General  Congress. 

In  testihovt  wrerkof,  the  chairman  of  the  said  several  committees  here 
met,  have  hereunto  set  their  hands,  this  twenty-third  day  of  July,  in 
the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reien  of  our  sovereign  lord  king  George  the 
third,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1774. 

Signed,  William  P.  Smith,  Jacob  Ford,  John  Moores,  Robert  Johnson,  Ro- 
bert Field,  Robert  Friend  Price,  Peter  Zabriskie,  Samuel  Tucker,  Edward 
Taylor,  Hendrick  Fisher,  Archibald  Stewart,  Thomas  Anderson,  Abia  Brown, 
Mark  Thoiiq[ison. 

PENNSYLVANIA : 

E^etract  from  votes  of  assembly. 

FRfDAT,  July  9Sd,  1774,  A.  M. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  house,  taking  into  their  most  serious  considera* 
lion,  the  unfortunate  differences  which  have  long  subsisted  between  Great- 
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Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  and  bein^  Kreatly  encreaaed  by  the 
operation  and  effects  of  divers  late  acts  of  thi^British  parliament : 

Resolcedt  JV*.  C.  D.  That  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  that  a  Congress  of 
deputies  irom  the  several  colonies,  be  held  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be, 
to  consult  together  upon  the  present  unhappy  state  of  the  colonies,  and  to 
form  and  adopt  a  plan  for  the  purposes  of  obtaining  redress  of  American 
grievances,  ascertaining  American  rights  upon  the  most  solid  and  constitu- 
tional principles,  and  mr  establishing  that  union  and  harmony  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  colonies,  which  is  indispensably  necessary  to  the  welfare  and 
happinea  of  both. 

EODBM  DIE,  P.  M. 

Thehouee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolve  from  the  committee  of 
the  whole  house,  and,  after  some  debate  thereon,  adopting  and  confirming  the 

same, 

Baolvtdt  JV*.  C  D.  That  the  hon.  Joseph  Galloway,  speaker;  Samuel 
Bhoads,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Charles  Humphreys,  John  Morton,  Geor^  Ross,  and 
Edward  Biddle,  esqrs,  be  &nd  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee,  on  the 
part  of  this  province,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  that  they,  or  any  four  of 
them,  do  meet  such  committees  or  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  as  have 
been  or  may  be  appointed,  either  by  theinrespective  Houses  of  Representatives, 
or  by  convention,  or  by  the  provincial  4)r  colony  committees,  at  such  time  and 
place,  as  shall  be  generally  agreed  on  by  such  committee. 

The  three  counties  New-Castle,  Rent,  ano  Sussex,  on  Delawabb  : 

August  1,  1774,  A,  M. 

The  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  government  of  tlie  counties  of 
New-Castle,  Rent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  met  at  New -Castle,  in  pursuance 
of  circular  letters  from  the  speaker  of  the  house,  who  was  requested  to  write 
and  forward  the  same  to  the  members  of  assembly,  by  the  committees  of  cor* 
rospondence  for  the  several  counties  aforesaid,  chosen  and  appointed  for  that 
among  other  purposes,  by  the  freeholders  and  freemen  of  ine  said  counties 
respectively :  ana  having  chosen  a  chairman,  and  read  the  resolves  of  the  threo 
respective  counties,  and  sundry  letters  from  the  committees  of  correspondence 
alone  the  continent,  they  unanimously  entered  into  the  following  resolution,  viz : 
We,  the  representatives  aforesaidf,  by  virtue  of  the  power  delegated  to  us, 
as  aforesaid,  taking  into  our  most  serious  consideration  the  several  acts  of  the 
British  parliament,  for  restraining  manufactures  in  his  majesty's  colonies  and 
plantations  in  North- America,— Tor  takineawaj  the  property  of  the  colonista 
without  their  participation  or  consent,— for  the  introduction  of  tlie  arbitrary 
powers  of  excise  into  the  Qustoms  here,— for  the  making  all  revenue  causes 
triable  without  jury,  and  under  the  decision  of  a  single  dependent  judge^— 4or 
the  trial,  in  England,  of  persons  accused  of  capital  crimes,  committed  in  tho 
colonies,— for  tne  shutting  up  the  port  of  Boston,— for  new -modelling  the 
government  of  the  Mass^cnusetts-Bay,  and  the  operation  of  the  same  on  the 
property,  liberty,  and  lives  of  the  colonists  ;  and  also  considering,  that  most 
eligible  mode  or  determining  upon  the  premises,  and  of  endeavouring  to  pror 
core  relief  and  redress  of  our  grievances,  would  have  been  by  us  assembled  in 
a  legislative  capacity,  but  that  as  the  house  had  adjourned  to  the  30th  day  of 
September  next,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  his  honour  the  governor 
would  call  us,  by  writs  of  summons,  on  this  occasion,  having  refused  to  do  the 
like  in  his  other  province  of  Pennsylvania ;  the  next  most  proper  method,  of 
answering  the  expectations  and  desires  of  our  constituents,  and  of  contributing 
our  aid  to  the  general  cause  of  America,  is  to  appoint  commissioners  or  depu- 
ties in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  government,  to  meet  and  act  with  those 
appointed  by  tbe  other  provinces^  in  General  Congress ;  and  we  do,  therefore, 
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unanimouslY  nominate  and  appoint  Ceesar  Rodney,  Thomas  M'Kean,  and 
George  Read,  esqra.  or  anj  two  of  them,  deputie8,*on  the  part  and  behalf  of 
this  government,  in  a  general  continental  Congress,  proposed  to  be  held  at  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Monday  in  September  next,  or  at  any  other 
time  or  place  that  may  be  generally  agreed  on,  then  and  there,  to  consult  aad 
advise  with  the  deputies  from  the  other  colonies,  and  to  determine  upon  all 
such  prudent  and.  lawful  measures,  as  may  be  judged  most  expedient  tor  the 
colonies  immediately  and  unitedly  to  adopt,  m  order  to  obtain  relief  for  an 
oppressed  people,  and  the  redress  of  our  general  grievances. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  convention, 

CJESAf^RODNET.  Chaimuut. 

MARYLAND : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  appointed  by  the'  several  counties  of  the 
province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  the  22d  day  of  June,  1774,  and 
continued  by  adjournment,  from  day  to  day,  till  the  25th  of  the  same  month : 

Matthew  Tilghman,  esq.  in  the  chair: 
John  Duoket,  clerk: 

Besolvedt  That  Matthew  Tilghman,  Thomas  Johnson,  jun.  Robert  Ooldabo- 
rough,  William  Paca,  and  Samuel  Chase,  esqrs.  or  any  two  or  more  of  them, 
be  deputies  for  this  province,  to  attend  a  General  Congress  of  deputies  from 
the  colonies,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  agreed  on,  to  effect  one  general 
plan  of  pond uct,. operating  on  the  commercial  connection  of  the  colonies  with 
the  mother  country,  for  the  relief  of  Boston,  and  preservation  of  Americaa 

liberty. 

•  • 

VIRGINIA : 

MoNDAT  THE   IsT  OT  AvGv ST »  iu  tiiB  yeoT  of  OUT  Lotd,  IT7^^ 

At  a  general  meetine  of  delegates  from  the  different  counties  in  this  colony, 
convened  in  the  city  of  Williamsburgh,  to  take  under  their  consideration  the 
present  critical  and  alarming  situation  of  the  continent  of  North- America : 

Hon.  Petton  Randolph,  esq.  in  the  chair: 

It  was  unanimously  resolved.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  it 
will  be  highly  conducive  to  the  security  and  happiness  of  the  British  empire, 
that  a  General  Congress  of  deputies  from  all  tJie  colonies,  assemble  as  soon 
as  the  nature  of  their  situations  will  admit,  to  consider  of  the  most  proper  and 
effectual  manner  of  so  operating  on  the  commercial  connexion  of  the  colonies 
with  the  mother  country,  as  to  procure  redress  for  the  much  injured  province 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  secure  British  America  from  the  ravage  ana  ruin  of 
arbitrary  taxes,  and  speedily  to  procure  the  return  of  that  harmony  and  union, 
so  beneficial  ,to  the  whole  empire,  and  so  ardently  desired  by  all  British 
America. 

FRIDAY,  August  5, 1774. 

The  meeting  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  delegates,  to  represent  this  colony 
in  General  Congress,  when  the  hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Richard  Henry  I^ee, 
George  Washington,  Patrick  Henry,  Richard  Bland,  Benjamin  Harrison,  and 
Edmund  Pendleton,  esqrs.  were  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA: 

In  the  Commons  House  of  Assembly,  Tuesday,  the  2d  day  of^uguai,  1774^ 

^  Colonel  Powel  acquainted  the  house,  that  during  the  recess  of  this  house, 
vi^ :  on  the  sixth,  seventhi  and  eighth  days  of  July  last,  at  a  general  meetiDg 
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of  the  inhabitants  t>f  this  colonj»  they  having  under  consideration  the  acts  of 
parliament  lately  passed  with  regard  to  the  port  of  Boston  and  colony  of 
Massachusetts-day,  as  well  as  other  American  grievances,  had  nominated 
and  appointed  the  honourable  Henry  Middleton,  John  Rutledge,  Thomas 
Lynch,  Christopher  Gadsden,  and  Edward  Rutled^,  esqrs.  deputies  on  the 
part  and  hehalt  of  this  colony,  to  meet  the  deputies  of  the  other  colonies  of 
North  America,  in  General  Congress,  the  first  Monday  in  September  next  at 
Philadelphia,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place  that  may  be  generally  agreed  on, 
thereto  consider  the  acts  lately  passed^  and  bills  depending  in  parliament 
with  recard  to  the  port  of  Boston  and  colony  of  Massachusetts-Bajr,  which 
acts  and  bills  in  the  precedent  and  conseauences  affect  the  whole  continent  of 
America— -also  the  grievances  under  which  America  labours,  by  reason  of  the 
several  acts  of  parliament  that  impose  taxes  or  duties  for  raising  a  revenue, 
and  lay  unnecessary  restraints  and  burdens  on  trade ;  and  of  the  statutes, 
parliamentary  acts,  and  royal  instructions,  which  make  an  invidious  distinction 
between  his  majesty's  subjects  in  Great-Britain  and  America,  with  fiill  newer 
and  authority  to  concert,  a^e  to,  and  effectually  prosecute  such  legal  mea- 
sures, as  in  the  opinion  of, the  said  deputies,  and  of* the  deputies  so  to  be 
assembled,  shall  be  most  likely  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  said  acts,  and  a  redress 
of  those  grievances :  and  thereupon  moved  that  this  house  do  resolve  to  recog* 
nize,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  saia  appointment  of  the  deputies  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid. 

Resolved,  JV*.  €.  D.  That  this  house  do  recognize,  ratify,  and  confirm  the 
appointment  of  the  said  deputies  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said  motion. 

ArrssTSD,  THOMAS  FARR,  jun.  derk.    , 

TUESDAY,  September  6,  1774,  A  M. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Present<  The  same  members  as  yesterday,  and  moreover,  from  the  colony 
of  Virginia,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  esquire. 

The  Congress,  resuming  the  consideration  of  rules  of  conduct  to  be  observ- 
ed indebatingand  determining  the  questions, that  come  under  consideration, 

Resolted,  That  in  determining  questions  in  this  Congress,  each  colony  or 
province  shall  have  one  vote.— The  Congress  not  being  possessed  of,  or  at 
present  able  to  procure  proper  materials  for  ascertaining  the  importance  of 
each  colony. 

Sesolveif  That  no  person  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  point, 
without  leave  of  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  no  question  shall  be  determined  the  day,  on  which  it  is  agi- 
tated and  debated,  if  any  one  of  the  colonies  desire  the  determination  to  ne 
postponed  to  another  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  door  be  kept  shut  during  the  time  of  business,  and  that 
the  members  consider  themselves  under  the  strongest  obligations  of  honour, 
to  keep  the  proceedings  secret,  until  the  majority  shall  direct  them  to  be  made 
public. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appmnted  to  state  the  rights  of  the  colonies 
in  general,  the  several  instances  in  which  those  rights  are  violated  or  infring* 
ed,  and  the  means  most  proper  to  be  pursued  for  obtaining  a  restoration 
of  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  and  the  number  of  which 
it  shall  consist,  be  deferred  until  to-morrow. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  and  report  tiie  several 
statutes,  which  affect  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  the  colonies. 

Same  order  as  above  respecting  the  appointment  and  number  of  Ofi^ 
committee. 
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Beaolved,  That  the  reverend  Mr.  Ouehe  be  desired  to  open  the  Congresf 
to-morrow  morning  with  prayers,  at  the  Carpenter's  Hall,  at  nine  o'clock. 

Thomas  Johnson,  jon.  esq.  one  of  the  delegates  from  Marjlan'd,  Attended 
and  took  his  seat- 
Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the   directors  of  the  Library  Company  of 
Philadelphia,  dated  August  3 1st,  1774,'— ^lirected  to  the  President,  was  read, 
as  follows : 

**  Upon  motion,  ordered, 

*<  That  the  librarian  furnish  the  gentlemen,  who  are  to  meet  in  Con^ss,  with 
the  use  of  such  books  as  they  may  have  occasion  for,  during  their  sitting,  ta- 
king a  receipt  for  them. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  directors, 

WILLIAM  ATTMORE,  BecrHaty.^ 

Ordsredf  That  the  tiianks  of  the  Congress  be  returned  to  the  directors  of 
the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  for  their  oUiging  order. 

Adjourned  until  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Septemher  7,   1774,  d.  M. 

Agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  yesterday,  the  meeting  was  opened  irith  pray- 
ers by  the  reverend  Mr.  Duche. 

VoUd^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  be  given  to  Mr.  Duche,  by  Mr. 
Cushing  and-  Mr.  Ward,  for  performing  divine  service,  and  for  the  excellent 
prayer,  which  he  composed  and  delivered  on  the  occasion. 
>  The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  appointment  of  the  committees, 
a  v.ote  was  taken  on  the  number  of  which  the  first  committee  should  consist 
and,  by  a  great  majority,  resolved  that  it  consist  of  two  from  each  of  the 
colonies,  as  follows ; 

^b^-Mofttpsfdre,  Major  John  SulliTan,  and  cok  Pmntyfooiua,  Mr.  Joseph  Galloway,  and  Mr. 


onel  Folsom. 
ManaehaetU'Bayi  Mr.  Samuel  Adami,  and 

Mr.  John  Adams. 
M^dB-Itlandj  Mr.  Hopkms,  and  Mr.  Ward. 
Conneedatt,  Colonel  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 
JVhv- Jbrib,    Mr.  James  Duane,  and  Mr.  John 

Jay. 
JWv-JSsrtey,  l^tr.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Dehart 


Edwaid  Biddle. 
Deiawareg^vemmetU,  Mr.  Cxsar  Bodney,  and 

•  Mr.M<Kean. 

JUaryUmd,    Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  and  Mr. 

Goldsb^rough. 
Vtrgimoy  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Pendleton. 
Sotak-CaroUna^  Hr,  Lynch,  and  Mr.  J.  Rut- 
»  ledge. 


Agreed,  that  the  second  committee  consist  of  one  chosen  from  each  colony, 
48  follows: 


Permnfhoamaf  Mr.  Mifflin. 

Dehtware  j^tvemmeni,  Mr.  Read. 

Maryland,  Mr.  Chase. 

Virginia,  Mr,  Henrv. 

Swth'CaroHnaa  Mr.  Gadsden* 


^ew-Mampthiret  Mr.  SulUyan. 

Jdiaf9ackmett9'Bay^  Mr.  Cushing. 

Rhode-bland,  Mr.  Hopldns. 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Deane. 

J/tno-Tork,  ^Ir.  Low. 

JVVv-Jertejr,      *•  Mr.  Kinsey. 

Ordered,  That  Isaac  Lefevre,  and  James  Lynch,  be  eteployed  as  door-keep* 
ers  and  messengers  to  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  may  adjourn  the  Congress  from  day  to  day, 
when  he  finds  there  is  no  business  prepared  to  be  laid  before  them,  and  may, 
when  he  finds  it  necessary,  call  them  together  before  the  time  to  which  they 
may  stand  adjourned. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrw  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

The  President,  aereeablv  to  die  resolve  of  the  seventh  instant,  adjourned 
the  Congress  from  day  to  day  until 

MONDAY,  September  12,  1774. 
The  Congress  met. 

Mattliew  Tilghman,  esq.  one  of  the  delegates  from  Maryland,  appeared 
and  took  his  scat. 
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No*  business  beinj^  prepared  for  the  Coagress,  the  President  adjourned  it 
until  Tuesday,  and  m>m  Tuesday  until 

WEDNESDAY,  September  14,  1774,  Ji.  M. 

William  Hooper  and  Joseph  Hewes,  esquires,  two  of  the  deputies  fromNorth* 
Carolioa,  attenaed  the  Congress,  and  produced  their  credentials,  as  follows : 

JWHA-Caro/ifui,  at  a  general  meeting  of  deputies  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
proTince»  Newbum,  the  25th  day  of  Ai^st,  1774 : 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  proposal  of  a  General  Congress,  to  beheld 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September  next,  then  and 
there  to  deliberate  upon  the  present  state  of  British  America,  and  to  take  such 
measures,  as  they  may  deem  prudent,  to  effect*  the  purpose  of  describing  with 
certainty  the  rignts  of  Americans,  repairing  the  breacn  made  in  those  rights, 
and  for  guarding  them  for  the  future  from  any  such  violations  done  under  the 
sanction  of  public  authority. 

Jlesolved,  That  Willian  Hooper,  Joseph  Hewes,  and  Richard  Caswell,  es- 
quires, and  every  of  them,  be  deputies  to  attend  such  Congress,  and  they  are 
hereby  invested  with  suchpowers,  as  may  make  any  acts  done  by  them,  or  con- 
sent given  in  behalf  of  this  province,  obligatory  in  honour  upon  every  inhabi- 
tant hereof,  who  is  not  an  alien  to  his  country's  good,  and  an  apostate  to  the 
liberties  of  America. 

Signed,  JOHN  HERVEY,  Moderator 

Attested,  ANDREW  KNOX,  Clerk. 

The  above  being  read  and  approved,  the  deputies  took  their  seats. 

Henry  Wisner,  a  delegate  from  the  county  of  Orange,  in  the  colony  of 
New-York,  appeared  at  Congress,  and  produced  a  certificate  of  his  election 
by  the  said  county,  which  being  read  and  approved,  he  took  his  seat  in  Congress 
as  a  deputy  for  tne  colony  of  New-York. 

George  moss,  one  of  the  delegates  for  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
John  Alsop,  esq.  one  of  the  delegates  for  the  colony  of  New- York,  appeared 
and  took  their  seats  in  Coneress. 

Ordered,  That  William  Hooper  and  Joseph  Hewes,  esqrs.  from  North -Caroli* 
na,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  state  the  nghts  of  thecolonies. 

Ordered,  That  William  Hooper,  esq.  be  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  th^  statutes,  which  affect  the  tnide,  &c.  of  the  colonies. 

The  delegates  from  the  province  of  Massachusetts -Ba^,  a^eeable  to  a  re- 
quest from  the  joint  committees  of  every  town  and  district  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  in  the  said  province,  communicated  to  the  Congress  the  proceedings 
of  those  committees  at  Concord,  on  the  30th  and  3 1st  days  of  August  last,  which 
were  read. 

Adjoume<f  until  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

No  business  beins:  prepared,  the  Con°Tess  was  adjourned  from  day  to  day, 
until  Saturday  morfin^g.  It  nine  o'clockf  ^' 

SATURDAY.  September  17, 1774,  Ji.  M. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Richard  Caswell,  enq.  one  of  the  deputies  from  North-Carolina,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat  in  Congress. 

The  resolutions  entered  into  by  the  delegates  from  the  several  towns  and 
districts  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  in  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay, 
on  Tuesday  the  6th  of  September,  and  their  address  to  liSs  excellency  govern- 
or Gafi:e,  dated  the  9th,  were  laid  before  the  Congress,  and  are  as  follows  :«- 

At  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  every  town  and  district  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  on  Tuesday  the  Gth  of  September,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Richard  Wood- 
ward, of  Dedham,  and,  by  adjournment,  at  the  house  of  Mr.— — Yose,  ot  Mll^ 
Vou  L  2 
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ton,  on  Friday  the  9th  instant,  Joseph  Palmer,  esq.  being  chosen  raoderstor, 
and  William  Thompson,  esq.  clerk,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  bring  in  a  re- 
port to  the  convention,  and  tne  following  being  several  times  read*  and  pat  pa- 
ra^aph  bj  paragraph,  was  unanimously  voted,  viz. 

whereas  the  power  but  not  the  justice,  the  vengeance  but  not  the  wisdom  of 
Great-Britain,  which  of  old  persecuted,  scoui^ed,  and  exiled  our  fugitive  ^ 
rents  from  their  native  shores,  now  pursues  us,  their  guiltless  children,  with 
unrelenting  severitv:  And  whereas,  this,  then  savage  and  uncultivated  deaart, 
'was  purchased  by  the  toil  ard  treasure,  or  acquired  by  the  blood  and  valow  of 
those  our  venerable  progenitors ;  to  us  they  bequeathed  the  dearbought  inheri- 
tance, to  our  care  and  protection  they  consigned  it,  and  the  most  sacred  obli- 
gations are  upon  us  to  transmit  the  glorious  purchase,  unfettered  by  power,  os- 
clo^ed  with  shackles,  to  our  innocent  and  beloved  offspring.  On  the  fortitude, 
on  the  wisdom  and  on  the  exertions  of  this  important  da/,  is  suspended  the 
fate  of  this  new  world,  and  of  unborn  millions.  If  a  boundless  extent  of  con- 
tinent, swarmine  with  millions,  will  tamely  submit  to  live,  move  and  have  their 
being  at  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  licentious  minister,  they  basely  yield  to  volun- 
tary slavery,  and  future  generations  shall  load  their  memories  with  incessant 
execrations. — On  the  other  hand,  if  we  arrest  the  hand  which  would  ransack 
our  pockets,  if  we  disarm  the  parricide  whiah  points  the  dagger  to  oor  bosoms, 
if  we  nobly  defeat  that  fatal  edict  which  proclaims  a  power  to  frame  laws  for  us 
in  all  cases  whatsoever,  thereby  entailing  the  endless  and  numberless  curses  of 
slavery  upon  us,  our  heirs  and  their  heirs  forever ;  if  we  successfully  resist  that 
unparalleled  usurpation  of  unconstitutional  power,  whereby  our  capital  isrob- 
bea  of  the  means  of  life ;  whereby  the  streets  of  Boston  are  thronged  with  milita- 
ry executioners ;  whereby  our  coasts  are  lined  and  harbours  crouded  with  ships 
of  war ;  whereby  the  charter  of  the  colony,  that  sacred  barrier  acainst  the  en- 
croachments of  tyranny,  is  mutilated  and,  in  effect,  annihilated ;  whereby  a 
murderous  law  is  framed  to  shelter  villains  from  the  hands  of  justice;  whereby 
the  unalienable  and  inestimable  inheritance,  which  we  derived  from  nature,  the 
constitution  of  Britain,  and  the  privileges  warranted  to  us  in  the  charter  of  the 
province,  is  totally  wrecked,  annulled,  and  vacated,  posterity  will  acknowledge 
that  virtue  which  preserved  them  free  and  happy ;  and  whde  we  enjoy  the  re- 
wards and  blessings  of  the  faithful,  the  torrent  of  panegyrists  wiH  roll  our  re- 
putations to  that  latest  period,  when  the  streams  of  time  shall  be  absorbed  in 
the  ftbyss  of  eternity^ — ^Therefore,  we  have  resolved,  and  do  resolve, 

1.  That  whereas  his  majesty,  George  the  Third,  is  the  rightful  successor 
to  the  throne  of  Great-Bntain,  and  justly  entitled  to  the  allegiance  of  the 
British  realm,  and  agreeable  to  compact,  of  the  English  colonies  in  Ameri- 
ca— therefore,  we,  the  heirs  and  successors  of  the  first  planters  of  this  colo- 
ny, do  cheerfully  acknowledge  the  said  George  tiie  Third  to  be  our  rightful 
sovereign,  and  that  said  covenant  is  the  tenure  and  claim  on  which  are  founded 
our  allegiance  and  submission. 

S,  lliatit  is  an  indispensable  duty  which  we  owe  to  God,  our  country,  our- 
selves and  posterity,  by  all  lawful  ways  and  means  in  our  power  to  maintain, 
defend  and  preserve  those  civil  and  religious  rights  and  liberties,  for  which 
many  of  our  fathers  fought,  bled  and  died,  and  to  hand  them  down  entire  to 
futuregenerations. 

S.  That  the  late  acts  of  the  British  parliament' for  blocking  up  the  harbour 
of  Boston,  for  altering  the  established  form  of  government  in  this  colony,  and 
for  screening  the  most  flagitious  violators  of  tlie  laws  of  the  province  from  a 
legal  trial,  are  gross  infractions  of  those  ri^ts  to  which  we  are  iusUy  entitled 
by  the  laws  of  nature,  the  British  con>ititution,  and  the  charter  of  the  province. 

4.  That  no  obedience  is  due  from  this  province  to  either  or  any  part  of  the 
acts  above-mentioned,  but  that  they  be  rejected  as  the  attempts  of  a  wicked 
administration  to  enslave  America. 
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5.  That  BO  long  as  the  justices  of  our  superior  court  of  judicature,  court 
ef  assize,  &c«  and  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  in  this  county  are  appoint^ 
ed,  or  hold  their  places,  hj  any  other  tenure  than  that  which  tKe  charter  and 
the  laws  of  the  province  direct,  they  must  be  considered  as  under  undue  influ* 
eace,  and  are  therefore  unconstitutional  oflBcers,  and,  as  such,  no  regard  ought 
to  ^  pud  to  them  by  the  people  of  this  county. 

6.  That  if  the  justices  ot  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  assize,  &c. 
JQsticeaof  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  of  the  general  sessions  of  the  peace* 
shall  sit  and  act  during  their  present  disqualified  state,  this  county  will  sup- 
port, and  bear  harmless,  all  sheriffs  and  their  deputies,  constables,  jurors  and 
other  officers  who  shall  refuse  to  carry  into  execution  the  orders  of  said  courts; 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  prevent  the  many  inconveniencies  which  must  be  oc- 
canoned  by  a  suspension  of  the  courts  of  justice,  we  do  most  earnestly  re- 
cooMnend  it  to  all  creditors,  that  they  shew  all  reasonable  and  even  generous 
Ibvbearance  to  their  debtors ;  and  to  all  debtors,  to  pay  their  just  debts  with 
all  possible  speed,  and  if  any  disputes  relative  to  debts  or  trespasses  shall  arise, 
which  cannot  be  settled  by  the  parties,  we  recommend  it  to  them  to  submit  all 
snch  causes  to  arbitration ;  and  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  contending  parties  or 
either  of  them,  who  shall  refuse  so  to  do,  ought  to  be  considered  as  co-operat- 
ing with  the  enemies  of  this  country. 

7«  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  collectors  of  taxes,  constables  and  all 
other  officers,  who  have  public  monies  in  their  hands,  to  retain  the  same,  and 
not  to  make  any  payment  thereof  to  the  provincial  county  treasurer  until  the 
civil  ^vemment  of  the  province  is  placed  upon  a  constitutional  foundation,  or 
nnti^  it  shall  otherwise  be  ordered  by  the  proposed  provincial  Congress. 

8.  That  the  persons  who  have  accepted  seats  at  tne  council  boanl,  bjr  virtue 
of  a  mandamus  from  the  King,  in  conformity  to  the  late  act  of  the  British  par- 
liament, entitled,  an  act  for  uie  regulating  the  governinent  of  the  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, have  acted  in  direct  violation  of  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  country; 
and  have  hereby  given  great  and  Just  offence  to  this  people ;  therefore,  resolved, 
that  this  county  do  recommend  it  to  all  persons,  who  nave  so  highly  offended 
by  accepting  said  departments,  and  have  not  already  publicly  resigned  their 
•eats  at  the  council  board,  to  make  public  resignations  pf  their  places  at  said 
board,  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  this  instant,  September ;  and  that  all 
persons  refusing  so  to  do,  shall,  from  and  after  said  day,  be  considered  by 
this  county  as  <mstinate  and  incorrigible  enemies  to  this  country. 

9.  lliat  the  fortifications  begun  and  now  carrying  on  upon  Boston  Neck, 
are  justly  alarming  to  this  county,  and  gives  us  reason  to  apprehend  some 
hostile  intention  against  tliat  town,  more  especially  as  the  commander  in  chief 
has,  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  removed  the  powder  from  the  magazine 
at  Charlestown,  and  has  also  forbidden  the  keeper  of  the  magazine  at  Boston, 
to  deliver  out  to  the  owners,  the  powder,  which  they  had  lodged  in  said  maga- 
zine. 

10.  That  the  late  act  of  parliament  for  establishing  .the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
ligion and  the  French  laws  in  that  extensive  country,  now  called  Quebec,  is 
d^igenras  in  an  extreme  degree  to  the  Protestant  religion  and.  to  the  civil  rights 
and  liberties  of  all  America;  and,  therefore,  as  men  and  Protestant  Chris- 
tians, we  are  indispensably  obliged  to  take  all  proper  measures  for  our  security* 

11.  That  whereas  our  enemies  have  flatterea  themselves  that  they  shall  make 
an  easy  prey  of  this  numerous,  brave  and  hardy  people,  from  an  apprehension 
that  tiiey  are  unacquainted  with  military  discipline ;  we,  therefore,  for  the 
honour,  defence  and  security  of  this  county  and  province,  advise,  as  it  hat 
been  recommended  to  take  away  all  commissions  from  the  officers  of  the  mili- 
tia, Hiat  those  who  now  hold  commissions,  or  such  other  persons,  be  elected  in 
each  town  as  officers  in  the  militia,  as  shall  be  judged  of  sufficient  capacity 
for  ttiat  purpose,  and  who  have  evidenced  themselves  the  inflexible  friends  to 
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the  rights  of  the  people  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  those  towns  and  districts, 
who  are  qualified,  do  use  their  utmost  diligence  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
art  of  war  as  soon  as  possible,  and  do,  for  that  purpose,  appear  under  arms  at 
least  once  every  week.    - 

12.  That  dunng  the  present  hostile  appearances  on  the  part  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, notwithstanding  the  many  insults  and  oppressions  which  we  moat  sensi- 
bly resent,  yet,  nevertheless,  from  our  affection  to  his  majesty,  which  we  have 
'  at  all  times  evidenced,  we  are  determined  to  act  merely  upon  the  defensive,  ao 
long  as  such  conduct  may  be  vindicated  hj  reason  and  the  principles  of  self- 
preservation,  but  no  longer. 

IS.  That,  as  we  understand  it  has  been  in  contemplation  to  apprehend  sun- 
dry persons  of  this  county,  who  have  rendered  tnemselves  conspicuoua  in 
contending  for  the  violated  rights  and  liberties  of  their  countrymen  ;  we  do  re- 
commend, should  such  an  audacious  measure  be  put  in  practice,  to  seize  and  keep 
in  safe  custody,  every  servant  of  the  present  tyrannical  and  unconstitationu 

government  throughout  the  county  and  province,  until  the  persons  so  appre- 
ended  be  liberated  from  the  hands  of  our  advecdaries,  and  restored  safe  and 
uninjured  to  their  respective  friends  and  families. 

14.  That  until  our  rights  are  fully  restored  to  us,  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of 
our  power,  and  we  recommend  the  same  to  the  other  counties,  to  withhold  all 
commerciial  intercourse  with  Great-Britain,  Ireland, and  the  West^Indies,  and 
abstain  from  the  consumption  of  British  merchandise  and  manufactures,  and 
especially  of  East-India  teas  and  piece  goods,  with  such  additions,  alterationst 
and  exceptions  only,  as  the  General  Congress  of  the  colonies  may  agree  to. 

15.  That  under  our  present  circumstances,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  encou- 
rage arts  and  manufactures  amongst  us,  by  all  means  in  our  power,  and  that 

be  and  are  hereby  appointed 
a  committee,  to  consider  of  the  best  ways  and  means  to  promote  and  establish 
the  same,  and  to  report  to  this  convention  as  soon  as  may  be. 

16.  That  the  exigencies  of  our  public  affairs,  demancf  that  a  provincial  Con- 
gress be  called  to  consult  such  measures  as  may  be  adopted,  and  vigorously 
executed  by  the  whole  people ;  and  we  do  recommend  it  to  the  several  towns 
in  this  county,  to  chuse  members  for  such  a  provincial  Congress,  to  be  holden 
at  Concord,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  next  ensuing. 

ir.  That  this  county,  confidine  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  conti- 
nental Congress,  now  sitting  at  Philadelphia,  pay  all  due  respect  and  submis- 
sion to  Buch^  measures  as  may  be  recommenaedbythem  to  the  colonies,  for 
the  restoration  and  establishment  of  their  just  rights,  civil  and  religious,  and 
for  renewing  that  harmony  and  union  between  Great*Britain  and  the  ^colonies, 
so  earnestly  wished  for  by  all  good  men. 

18.  That  whereas  the  universal  uneasiness  which  prevails  among  all  orders 
of  men,  arising  from  the  wicked  and  oppressive  measures  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, may  influence  some  unthinking  persons  to  commit  outrage  upon 
private  property ;  we  would  heartily  recommend  to  all  persons  of  this  commu- 
nity, not  to  engage  in  any  routs,  riots,  or  licentious  attacks  Upon  the  properties  of 
any  person  whatsoever,  as  being  subversive  of  all  order  and  government ; 
but,  by  a  steady,  manly,  uniform^  and  persevering  opposition,  to  convince  our 
enemies,  that  in  a  contest  so  important,  in  a  cause  so  solemn,  our  conduct 
shall  be  such  as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  the  wise,  and  the  admiration  of  the 
brave  and  free  of  every  age  and  of  every  country. 

19.  That  should  our  enemies,  by  any  sudden  manceuvres,  render  it  neces- 
sary to  ask  the  aid  and  assistance  of  our  brethren  in  the  country^  some  one  of 
the  committee  of  correspondence,  or  a  select  man  of  such  town,  or  the  town 
adjoining,  where  such  hostilities  shall  commence,  or  shall  be  expected  to  com- 
mence, snail  despatch  couriers  with  written  messages  to  the  select  men,  or 
committees  of  correspondence,  of  th<f  seyeral  towns  in  Ae  Ticixuty»  witii  a 
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written  account  of  such  matter,  who  shall  despatch  others  to  committees  more 
remote,  until  proper  and  sufficient  assistance  be  obtained,  and  that  the  expense 
of  said  couriers  be  defrayed  by  the  county,  until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered 
by  the  provincial  Congress. 

At  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  held  at  Milton»  on  Friday,  the  9th  day  of  September,  1774 — Voted, 

That  Dr.  Jose|rfi  Warren,  of  Boston,  &c.  be  a  committee,  to  wait  on  his  ex- 
cellency the  eovemor,  to  inform  him,  that  this  county  are  alarmed  at  the  for- 
tifications making  bn  Boston  Neck,  and  to  remonstrate  against  tlie  same,  and 
the  repeated  insults  offered  by  the  soldiery,  to  persons  passing  and  repassing 
into  that  town,  and  to  confer  with  him  upon  those  subjects. 

Attest,  WILL.IAM  THOMPSON,  CUrk.    ' 

» 

*«  To  hit  exocUeney  Thomas  GAos^Esq.  captain-general,  and  ooromander  in  chief  of  his  majci^'t 

{iroyinoe  oi  Maasachtuetts-Bay. 

**  May  U  please  your  excellency. 


a!  and  faithful  capital  of  this  province,  bes  leave  to  address  your  excellency, 
and  represent,  that  the  apprehensions  of  me  people  are  more  particularly  en- 
creasea  by  the  dangerous  design,  now  carrying  into  execution,  of  repairing 
and  manning  the  fortification  at  the  south  entrance  of  the  town  of  Boston, 
which,  when  completed,  may,  at  any  time,  be  improved  to  aggravate  the  mise- 
ries of  that  already  impoverished  and  distressed  city,  by  intercepting  the 
wonted  and  necessary  intercourse  between  the  town  and  country,  and  compel 
the  wretched  inhabitants  to  the  most  ignominious  state  of  humiliation  and  vas- 
salage, by  depriving  them  of  the  necessary  supplies  of  provision,  for  which 
they  are  chieny  dependant  on  that  communication.  We  have  been  informed, 
that  your  excellency,  in  consequence  of  the  application  of  the  select  men  ot 
Boston,  has,  indeed,  disavowed  any  intention  to  injure  the  towihin  your  present 
manoeuvres,  and  expressed  your  purpose  to  be  for  the  security  of  the  troops 
and  his  majesty's  subjects  in  the  town,  we  are  therefore  at  a  loss  to  guess,  may 
it  please  your  excellency,  from  whence  your  want  of  confidence  in  the  loyal 
and  orderly  people  of  this  vicinity  could  originate ;  a  measure,  so  formidable, 
carried  into  execution  from  a  pre-conceived  though  causeless  jealousy  of  the 
insecurity  of  his  majesty's  troops  and  subjects  in  uie  town,  deeply  wounds  the 
loyalty,  and  is  an  additional  injury  to  the  faithful  subjects  of  this  county,  and 
affords  them  a  strong  motive  for  this  application.  We  therefore  mtreat 
your  excellency  to  desist  from  your  design,  assuring  your  excellency,  that 
the  people  of  this  county,  are  by  no  means  disposed  to  injure  his  majesty's 
troops  ;  they  think  themselves  aggrieved  and  oppressed  by  the  late  acts  of 

Eariiament,  and  are  resolved,  by  Divine  assistance,  never  to  submit  to  them» 
uthave  no  inclination  to  commence  a  war  with  his  majesty's  troops,  and  beg 
leaye  to  observe  to  your  excellency,  that  the  ferment  now  excited  in  the  minds 
of  the  people,  is  occasioned  by  some  late  transactions,  by  seizing  the  powder 
in  the  arsenal  at  Charlestown ;  by  withholding  the  powder  lodged  in  tne  ma- 
gazine of  the  town  of  Boston,  from'the  legal  proprietors ;  insultii^  beating, 
and  abusing  passengers  to  and  from  the  town  oy  the  soldiery,  in  which  they 
have  been  encouraged  by  some  of  their  ofiicers ;  putting  the  people  in  fear, 
and  menacing  them  in  their  nig;htly  patrole  into  the  neighbouring  towns,  and 
more  particularly  by  the  fortifying  the  sole  avenue  by  li^nd  to  the  town  of 
Boston. 
^  '*  In  duty  therefore  to  his  majesty  and  to  your  excellency,  and  for  the  restora- 
tion of  order  and  security  to  this  county,  we  the  delegates  from  tlie  several 
towns  in  this  county,  being  commissioned  for  this  purpose,  beg  your  excellency's 
attention  to  this  our  humble  and  faithful  address,  assuring  you,  that  nothing 
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less  than  an  immediate  removal  of  the  ordnance,  and  restoring  the  entrance 
into  the  town  to  its  former  state,  and  an  eflfectual  stop  of  all  insulta  and 
abuses  in  future,  can  place  the  inhabitants  of  this  coUnty  in  that  state  of  peace 
and  tranq^uillitj,  in  which  every  free  subject  ought  to  be.'* 

His  excellency  was  waited  on  to  know  if  he  would  receive  the  committee 
with  the  above  Written  address,  but  desiring  he, might  have  a  copy  of  it  in  a 
private  way,  that  so  when  he  received  it  from  the  committee,  he  might  have 
an  answer  prepared  for  them,  he  was  accordingly  furnished  with  a  copy.  His 
excellency  then  declared,  that  he  would  receive  the  committee  on  Mondayi  at 
12  o^clock. 

SATURDAY,  September  10,  1774. 

The  Congress,  taking  the  foregoing  into  consideration. 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  this  assembly  deeply  feels  tlie  suffering  of  their 
countrymen  in  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  under  the  operation  of  the  late  unjust^ 
cruel,  and  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  parliament — thattliey  most  thoroudily 
appn)ve  the  wisdom  and  fortitude,  with  which  opposition  to  these  wickea 
ministerial  measures  has  hitlierto  been  conducted,  and  they  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  their  brethren,  a  perseverance  in  the  same  firm  and  temperate  con- 
duct as  expressed  in  the  resolutions  determined  upon,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
delegates  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  Tuesday  the  6di  instant,  trusting  that 
tile  effect  of  the  united  efforts  of  Nortli  America  in  their  behalf,  will  carry 
such  conviction  to  the  British  nation,  of  the  unwise,  unjust,  and  ruinous  policy 
of  the  present  administration,  as  quickly  to  introduce  better  men  and  wiser 
measures. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  contributions  from  all  the  colonies  lor  supplying 
the  necessities,  and  alleviating  the  distresses  of  our  brethren  at  Boston,  ought 
to  be  continued,  in  such  manner,  and  so  long  as  their  occasions  may  require. 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  copy  of  the  abovo  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  Bpston  by 
the  President. 

Ordered,  That  these  resolutions,  together  with  the  resolutions  of  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  several  statutes,  which 
affect  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  the  colonies,  brought  in  their  reporty 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning. 

MONDAY,  September  19,  1774.  A  M. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  brought  in  on  Saturday  beins  read, 
^  Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  state  {he 
rights  of  tiie  colonies,  &c.  to  which  committee,  the  honourable  Thomas  Cash* 
ing,  esq.  Patrick  Henry,  and  Thomas  Mifflin,  esqrs.  were  added. 

Adjourned  from  day  to  day,  till  Thursday. 

THURSDAY,  September  22, 177A. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Upon  motion. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  Congress  request  the  merchants  and  others 
in  the  several  colonies,  not  to  send  to  foeat  Bntain,  any  orders  for  goods*  and 
to  direct  the  execution  of  all  orders  already  sent,  to  be  delayed  or  suspead^ 
until  the  sense  of  the  Coi^ess  on  the  means  to  be  taken  for  the  preservaliia 
of  the  liberties  of  America  is  made  public. 

Ordered,  That  this  resolution  be  made  public  by  hand-lHUs«  and  by  pabUsh* 
iog  it  in, the  newspapers. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  state  the  rights,  &c.  of  the  colonies,  haTins 
brought  in  a  report  ot  riglits,  the  same  was  read,  and  the  consideration  of  u 
referred  till  Saturday  next 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  report  be  made  out  for  each  colony. 

SATURDAY,  September  24,  1774,  A.  M. 

The  CongrenA  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  the  report  referred  to  this 
day;  and  after  some  debate,  npon  motion, 

neselved^  That  the  Congress  do  confine  themselves,  at  present,  to  the  consi- 
deration of  such  rights,  as  have  been  infringed  by  acts  of  me  British  parliament 
since  the  year  176S,  postponi&e  the  further  consideration  of  the  generid  state 
of  American  rishts  to  a  future  day. 

HereuDon,  tne  committee  appointed  to  state  the  rights,  &c.  brought  in  a 
report  of  the  infringements  and  violations  of  American-  rights,  whidi  being 
read-Hipon  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  tliis  report  be  referred  till  Monday,  and 
tliat  the  Congress  in  the  mean  time  deliberate  on  the  means  most  proper  to 
be  used  for  a  restoration  of  our  rights. 

After  some  debate  on  the  subject,  the  Congress  adjourned. 

MONDAY,  September  26,  1774.   J.  M. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

John  Herring,  esq.  a  deputy  from  Orange  county,  in  the  colony  of  New- 
Tork,  appeared  this  morning,  and  took  his  seat  as  a  delegate  for  that  colony. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  means,  &c.  and  after  several 
hours  spent  thereon,  it  was  referred  till  to-morrow,  to  which  time  the  Congress 
was  adjourned. 

TUESDAY,  September  27, 1774.  J.  M. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  resuming  the  consideraiioii 
of  the  means  most  proper  to  be  used  for  a  restoration  of  American  rights. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  from  and  ^fter  the  first  day  of  December  next, 
there  be  no  importation  into  British  America  from  Great-Britain  or  Ireland, 
of  any  goods;  wares  of  merchandise  whatever,  or  from  any  other  place,  of  any 
such  goods,  wares  or  merchandises,  as  shall  have  been  exported  from  Great  • 
Britain  or  Ireland,  and  that  no  such  goods,  wares  or  mercnandises  imported 
after  the  said  first  day  of  December  next,  be  used  or  purchased. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  and  Thursday  being  taken  up  in  the  consideration  and  debates 
on  the  means,  &c.  the  Congress  met  oh  Friday,  SOth  September — and  upon 
the  question, 

Resolved,  That  firom  and  after  the  10th  day  of  September,  1775,  the  expor- 
tation of  all  merchandise  and  everv  commodity  whatsoever  to  Great-Britain, 
Ireland  and  the  West-Indies,  ougnt  to  cease,  unless  the  grievances  of  Ame- 
rica are  redressed  before  that  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cushing,  Mr.  Low,  Mr.  Mifilin,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  John- 
son, be  a  committee  to  bring  m  a  plan  for  carrying  into  efiect,  the  non-impor- 
tation, non-consumption,  and  non-exportation  resolved  on. 

SATURDAY,  October  1, 1774. 

Simon  Boerum,  esq.  appeared  in  Congress  as  a  deputy  from  Ring's  county 
in  the  colony  of  New- York,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  election, 
which  being  read  and  approved,  he  took  his  seat  as  a  delegate  for  that  colony. 

The  Congress,  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  means,  &c.  upon  motion. 
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Resolved  unanimously.  That  a  lojal  address  to  his  majesty  be  prepared, 
dutifullj  requesting  the  royal  attention  to  the  mevances  mni  alarm  and 
distress  his  majesty's  faithful  subjects  in  North-America,  and  entreating  hia 
majesty's  gracious  interposition  for  the  removal  of  such  grievances ;  tiietebj 
to  restore  between  Great-Britain  and  tlie  colonies  that  harmony  so  necessary 
to  the  happiness  of  the  British  empire,  and  so  ardently  desired  by  all  America. 

Jigreea,  That  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Henry,  and  Mr. 
Rutledge,  be  a  committee,  to  prepare  an  address  to  his  majesty. 

MONDAY,  October  3.  1774. 

The  Congress  met,  according  to  adjournment,  and  after  some  debate. 
Resolved  unanimously.  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee,  who  are 
appointed  to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  king:  Whereas  parliamentary  taxes 
on  America  have  been  laid,  on  pretence  of  **  defraying  the  expenses  of  go- 
vernment, and  supporting  the  administration  of  justice,  and  defending,  pro- 
tecting, and  securing  the  colonies.?'  That  thev  do  assure  his  majesty,  that 
the  colonies  have  or  will  make  ample  provision  tor  defraying  all  the  necessary 
expenses  of  supporting  government,  and  the  due  administration  of  justice  in 
the  respective  colonies ;  that  the  militia,  if  put  on  a  proper  footing,  would  be 
amply  sufficient  for  their  defence  in  time  of  peace ;  that  they  are  desirous  of 
putting  it  on  such  a  footing  immediately,  and  that  in  case  of  war,  the  colonies 
are  ready  to  grant  supplies  for  raising  any  further  forces  that  may  be  necessary. 
The  remainder  of  this  day  and  the  day  following,  was  taken  up  in  delibe- 
rating and  debating  on  matters  proper  to  be  contained  in  the  adaress  to  his 
majesty. 

WEDNESDAY,  OtioheT  5,  1774. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  subject  in  debate  yesterday, 
and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  qipointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  his  ma- 
jesty, be  instructed  to  assure  his  majesty,  that  hi  case  the  colonies  shall  be 
restored  to  the  state  they  were  in,  at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  by  abolishing 
the  system  of  laws  and  regulations — ^for  raising  a  revenue  in  America — for 
extending  the  powers  of  courts  of  admiralty^for  the  trial  of  persons  be- 
yond sea  for  crimes  committed  in  America— for  affecting  the  colony  of  th6 
MassachusettJ-Bav— and  for  altering  the  government,  and  extending  tbe 
limits  of  Canada,  the  jealousies  which  have  l^en  occasioned  by  such  acts  and 
regulations  of  parliament,  will  be  removed,  and  commerce  again  restored. 

An  address  from  William  Goddard  to  die  Congress  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

THURSDAY,  October  6,  1774. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  means  proper  to  be  used 
for  a  restoration  of  American  rights.  During  this  debate,  an  express  from 
Boston  arrived  with  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  correspondence,  dated  the 
29th  of  September,  which  was  laid  before  the  Congress. 

In  this  the  committee  of  correspondence  inform  the  Congress,  that  they 
*'  expected  some  rezard  would  have  been  paid  to  the  petitions  presented  to  their 
ffovernor,  against  rordfyinjg  their  town  in  such  a  manner  as  can  be  accounted 
for  only  upon  the  supposition,  that  the  town  and  country  are  to  be  treated  by 
the  soldiery  as  declared  enemies — ^that  the  entrenchments  upon  the  Neck  are 
nearly  completed — ^that  cannon  are  mounted  at  the  entrance  of  the  town— 
that  it  is  currently  reported,  that  fortifications  are  to  be  erected  on  Corpse- 
Hill,  Bacon-Hill,  Fort-Hill,  &c.  so  that  the  fortifications,  with  the  ships  in  the 
harbour,  may  absolutely  command  every  avenue  to  the  town  both  by  sea  and 
land — ^that  a  number  of  cannon,  the  property  of  a  private  gentlemani  were  a 
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fewdaj$ago  seized  and  taken  from  his  wharf  by  order  of  the  general— that 
from  several  circumstances  mentioned  in  the  letter,  there  is  reason^o  appre-* 
heiid,  that  Boston  is  to  be  made  and  kept  a  garrisoned  town— that  from  all 
they  can  hear  from  Britain,  administration  is  resolved  to  do  all  in  their  pow- 
er to  force  them  to  a  submission — ^that  when  the  town  is  inclosed,  it  is  appre- 
liended  the  inhabitants  will  be  held  as  hosta^  for  the  submission  qf  the  coun- 
try, they  ap|ily  therefore  to  the  Congress  for  advice  how  to  act— that,,  if  the 
Congress  advise  to  quit  the  town,  they  obey— if  it  is  judged  that  by  maintaining 
their  ground  they  can  better  serve  the  public  cause,  they  will  not  shrink  from 
hardship  and  dangeiv-finally,  that  as  tlie  late  acts  of  parliament  have  made  it 
impossiole  that  there  should  be  a  due  administration  of  justice,  and  all  law 
therefore  most  be  suspended— that  as  the  governor  has  by  proclamation  pre- 
vented the  meeting  of^the  general  court,  they  therefore  request  the  advice  of 
the  Congress." 

Ordered^  Th^t  this  letter  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  means,  &c. 

Jtesoived,  Hiat  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  an  associ* 
ation,  be  directed  to  adopt  the  following  clause,  viz^— That  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  December  next,  no  molasses,  coffee  or  pimento  from  the  British 
plantations  or  from  Dominica,  or  wines  from  Maderia  dnd  the  Western  Islands, 
or  foreign  indigo,  be  imported  into  these  colonies. 

FRIDAY,  October  7,  1774. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  coiisideration  of  the  letter  from  the  committee 
of  correspondence  in  Boston,  and  after  some  debate. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  his  excellen- 

S  general  Gage,  representins  "  tnat  the  town  of  Bostoo,  and  province  of 
assachnsetts-Bay,  are  cousidered  by  all  America,  as  suffering  in  the  com- 
mon xause,  for  their  noble  and  spirited  opposition  to  oppressive  acts  of  par- 
liament, calculated  to  deprive  us  of  our  most  sacred  rights  and  privileges."— 
Expressing  our  concern,  that,  while  tiie  Congress  are  deliberating  on  the  most 
peaceable  means  for  restoring  American  'liberty,  and  that  harmony  and  inter* 
course,  which  subsisted  between  us  and  the  parent  kingdom,  so  necessary  to 
both,  his  excellency,  as  they  are  informed,  is  raising  fortifications  round  tlie 
town  of  Boston,  thereby  exciting  well  grounded  jealousies  in  the  minds  of  his 
majesty's  faithful  subjects  therein,  that  he  means  to  cut  off  all  communication 
between  them  and  their  brethren  in  the  country,  and  reduce  them  to  a  state  of 
submission  to  his  will,  and  that  the  soldiers  under  his  excellence's  command, 
are  frequently  violating  private  property,  and  offering  various  insults  to  the 
people,  which  must  irritate  their  minds,  and  if  not  nut  a  stop  to,  involve  all 
America  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  \var,( — ^To  entreat  his  excellency,  from  the 
assurance  we  have  of  the  peaceable  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Boston  and  the  province  of  die  Massachusetts -Bay,  to  discontinue  his  fortifi- 
cations, and  that  a  free  and  safe  communication  be  restored  and  continued  be- 
tween the  town  of  fikiston  and  tlie  country,  and  prevent  all  injuries  on  the  pait 
of  the  troops,  until  his  majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known,  atter  the  measures 
now  adopting  shall  have  been  laid  before  him. 

Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Pendleton,  are  appointed  a  committej^ 
to  draught  a  letter  agreeable  to  tlie  foregoing  resolution.- 

SATURDAY,.  October  8. 1774. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from  Boston,  and  up.-* 

on  motion,    ^  .•!./. 

tUsolved,  That  this  Consnress  approve  the  opposition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Massachusettfi-R^v,  to  t}u»  execution  of  the  late*  actR  of  parliament ;  and  if 
\oi^  I.  ,        ^. 


18  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS.  1774. 

the  same  shall  be  attempted  to  be  carried  into  execution  by  force,  in  such  cme, 
all  America  ought  to  support  them  in  their  opposition. 

MONDAY,  October  10,  1774. 

The  Congress,  resumii^g  the  consideration  ot  the  letter  from  Boston, 

Resolved  unanimoudyf  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  body,  that  the  removal 
of  the  people  of  Boston  into  the  country,  would  be,  not  only  extremely  difficult 
in  the  execution,  but  so  important  in  its  consequences,  as  to  require  the  utmost 
deliberation  before  it  is  aaopted  ;  but,  in  case  the  provincial  meeting  of  that 
colony  should  judge  it  absolutely  necessary,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Congress, 
that  all  Amenca  ought  to  contribute  towards  recompensing  them  for  the  inju- 
ry they  may  thereby  sustain ;  and  it  will  be  recommended  accordingly. 

Besolved,  That  tne  Congress  recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  submit  to  a  suspension  of  the  administration  of 
justice,  where  it  cannot  be  procured  in  a  legal  and  peaceable  manner,  under 
the  rules  of  their  present  charter,  and  the  laws  of  the  colony  founded  tiiereon. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  every  person  and  persons  whomsoever^  who 
shall  take,  accept,  or  act  under  any  commission  or  authority,  in  any  wise  de- 
rived from  the  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  changing  the  form 
of  government,  and  violating  the  charter  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  ought  to  be  held  in  detestation  and  abhorrence  by  all  good  men,  -and  con- 
sidered as  the  wicked  tools  of  that  despotism,  which  is  preparing  to  destroy 
those  rights,  which  God,  nature,  and  compact,  have  given  to  Amenca. 

The  committee  brought  in  a  draught  of  a  letter  to  general  Gage,  and  the 
same  being  re&d  and  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  copied,  and  to  be  signed  by 
the  President  in  behalf  of  the  Congress. 

TUESDAY,  October  11,  1774. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  to  general  Gage,  was  brought  into  Congrtiss^and  agree- 
able to  order,  signed  by  the  President,  and  is  as  follows : 

PHILADELPHIA  October  10, 1774. 
"Sir, 

'*  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston  have  informed  us,  the  representa- 
tives of  his  majesty's  faithful  subjects  in  all  the  colonies  from  Nova-Scotia  to 
Geor^a,  that  the  fortifications  erectine  within  that  town,  the  frequent  invasions 
of  pnvate  property,  and  the  repeated  insults  they  receive  from  the  soldiery, 
have  given  them  great  reason  to  suspect  a  plan  is  formed  very  destructive  to 
them,  and  tending  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  America. 

"  Your  excellency  cannot  be  a  stranger  to  the  sentiments  of  America,  with 
respect  to  the  acts  of  parliament,  under  the  execution  of  which,  those  unhap* 

Sy  people  are  oppressed,  the  approbation  universally  expressed  of  their  con- 
uct,  and  the  determined  resolution  of  the  colonies,  for  the  preservation  of 
their  common  rights,  to  unite  in  their  opposition  to  those  acts^ — In  consequence 
of  these  sentiments,  they  have  appointed  us  the  guardians  of  their  rights  and 
liberties,  and  we  are  unc}er  the  deepest  concern,  that  whilst  we  are  pursuing 
dutiful  and  peaceable  measures  to  procure  a  cordial  and  effectual  reconciliatidn 
between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies,  your  excellency  should  proceed  in  a 
manner  that  bears  so  hostile  an  appearance,  and  which  even  those  oppressive 
acts  do  not  warrant. 

"  We  entreat  your  excellency  to  consider  what  a  tendency  this  conduct 
must  have  to  irritate  and  force  a  free  people,  hitherto  well  disposed  to  peacea- 
ble measures,  into  hostilities,  which  may  prevent  the  endeavours  of  this  Con- 
gress to  restore  a  good  understanding  with  our  parent  state,  and  may  involve 
us  in  the  horrors  oT  a  civil  war.  ^ 

"  In  order  therefore  to  quiet  the  minds  and  remove  the  reasonable  jealou«es 
of  the  people,  that  they  may  not  be  driven  to  a  state  of  desperation,  being 
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fully  persuaded  of  their  pacific  disposition  towards  the  king's  troops,  could 
they  be  assured  of  their  own  safety,  we  hope,  sir,  you  will  discontinue  the 
fortifications  in  and  about  Boston,  prevent  any  further  invasions  of  private 
property,  restrain  the  irregularities  of  the  soldfiers,  and  give  orders  tnat  the 
communication  between  the  town  and  country  may  be  open,  unmolested  and 
free. 

"  Signed  by  order,  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  Congress, 

«  PEYTON  RANDOLPH,  President.'' 

As  the  Congress  have  given  general  Gage  an  assurance  of  the  peaceable  dis- 
position of  the  people  of  Boston  and  the  Massachusetts -Bay, 

Resolved  unanimotisly.  That  they  be  advised  still  to  conduct  themselves 
peaceably  towards  his  excellency  general  Gage,  and  his  majesty's  troops  now 
stationed  in  the  town  of  Boston,  as  far  as  can  possibly  be  consistent  witn  their 
immediate  safety,  and  the  security  of  the  town ;  avoidin8;and  discountenancing 
every  violation  of  his  majesty's  pro]>ertv,  or  any  insult  to  his  troops,  and  that 
they  peaceably  and  firmly  persevere  in  tke  line  tney  are  now  conducting  tliem- 
selves,  on  the  defensive. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolve,  and  of  that  passed  on  Satur- 
day and  the  three  passed  yesterday,  be  made  out,  and  tiiat  the  President  inclose 
them  in  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  correspondence  for  the  town  of  Boston, 
being  the  sentiments  of  the  Congress  on  the  matters  referred  to  them  by  the 
committee,  in  tiieir  letter  of  the  29th  of  September  last. 

Resolved  unanimotLsly,  That  a  memorial  be  prepared  to  the  people  of  British 
America,  stating  to  them  the  necessity  of  a  firm,  united,  and  invariable  ob- 
servation of  the  measures  recommended  by  the  Congress,  as  they  tender  the 
invaluable  rights  and  liberties  derived  to  them  from  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  their  country. 

Also  that  an  address  be  prepared  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Jay,  be  a  committee  to 
prepare  a  draught  of  the  memorial  and  address. 

WEDNESDAY,  Octoher  15, 1774. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  carrying  into  effect,  the  non- 
importation, non-consumption,  and  non-exportation  agreement,  brought  ii^  a 
report,  which  wasVead :  < 

Ordered,  That  the  same  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  perusal  of  the  members : 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  ri^is  and  grievances 
of  these  colonies,  and  after  deliberating  on  the  subject  this  and  the  following 
day,  adjourned  till 

FRIDAY  October  14,  1774. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  resuming  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  under  debate — ^made  the  following  declaration  and  resolves : 

Whereas,  since  the  close  of  the  last  war,  the  British  parliament,  claiming, 
a  power  of  ri^ht,  to  bind  the  people  of  America  by  statutes  in  all  cases  what- 
soever, hath,  m  some  acts,  expressly  imposed  taxes  on  them,  and  in  others, 
under  various  pretences,  but  in  fact  for  tne  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  hath 
imposed  rates  and  duties  payable  in  these  colonies,  established  a  board  of 
commissioners,  with  unconstitutional  powers,  and  extended  the  Jurisdiction  of 
courts  of  admiralty,  not  only  for  collecting  the  said  duties,  but  for  the  trial  of 
causes  merely  arising  within  the  body  of  a  county. 

And  whereas,  in  consequence  of  other  statutes,  judges,  who  before  held  only 
estates  at  will  in  their  offices,  have  been  made  dependant  on  the  crown  alone  for 
their  salaries,  and  standing  armies  kept  in  times  of  peace :  And  whereas  it  has 
lately  been  resolvedinparliamentithatby  force  ofastatute,  made  in  the  thirty- 
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fifth  yearof  fthe  reign  of  king  Henrj  theeishth,  colonists  may  be  transported  to 
England,  and  tried  mere  upon  accusations  for  treadons,  and  mispnaions,  or  con- 
cealments of  treasons  committed  in  the  colonies,  and  by  a  late  statnte,  sack 
trials  have  been  directed  in  cases  therein  mentioned. 

And  whereas,  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  three  statutes  were  made  ; 
*'  one,  entitled  **  An  act  to  discontinue,  in  such  manner  and  for  such  time  am 


a 


are  therein  mentioned,  the  landing  and  discharging  lading,  or  shippi^  of 
goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  at  the  town,  and  within  the  harlxmr  of  Boa- 
*  ton,  in  the  province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  North -America;''  another,  en- 
titled «  An  act  for  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the  province  of 
Massachusetts-Bay  in  New-England  ;''  and  another,  entitled  '« An  act  for  the 
impartial  administration  of  justice,  in  the  cases  of  persons  questioned  for 
any  act  done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  the  suppression  of  rioti 
and  tumults,  in  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  Ne  w-Enjgland ;"  and 
another  statute  was  tlien  made,  **  for  making  more  effectual  provision  for  the 
«*  government  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  &c.''  All  which  statutes  are  im- 
politic, unjust,  and  cruel,  as  well  as  unconstitutional,  and  most  dangerous 
and  destructive  of  American  rights. 

And  whereas,  assemblies  have  been  frequently  dissolved,  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  the  people,  when  they  attempted  to  deliberate  on  grievances  ;  and 
their  dutiful,  humble,  loyal,  and  reasonable  petitions  to  the  crown  for  redress, 
liave  been  repeatedly  treated  with  contempt,  by  his  majesty's  ministers  of 
state  : 

Thesood  people  of  the  several  colonies  of  New -Hampshire,  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  Rhode-island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  New -Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,justly  alarmed  at  tiiese  arbitrary 
proceedings  of  parliament  and  administration,  have  severally  elected,  constitut- 
ed, and  appointed  deputies  to  meet,  and  sit  in  General  Congress,  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  obtain  such  estabjishment,  as  that  their  religion, 
laws,  and  liberties,  may  not  be  subverted.  Whereupon  the  deputies  so  ap- 
pointed being  now  assembled,  in  a  full  and  free  representation  of  these  colo- 
nies, taking  into  their  most  serious  consideration,  the  best  means  of  attaining 
the  ends  aroresaid,  do,  in  the  first  place,  as  Englishmen,  their  ancestors  in 
like  cases  have  usually  done,  fur  affecting  and  vindicating  their  rights  and  li- 
berties, DECLARE, 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  English  colonies  in  North-America,  by  tiir  im- 
mutable laws  of  nature,  die  principles  of  the  English  constitution,  and  the  se* 
▼eral  chaHers  or  compacts,  have  the  following  RIGHTS : 

Resolved^  JV*.  C<  />.  1.  That  they  are  entitled  to  life,  liberty,  and  property, 
and  they  have  never  ceded  to  any  sovereign  power  whatever,  a  right  to  dis- 
pose of  either  without  their  consent. 

Resolved,  tV.  C.  D.  2.  That  our  ancestors,  who  first  settled  these  colonies, 
were  at  the  time  of  their  emigration  from  the  mother  country,  entitled  to  all 
the  rights,  liberties,  and  immunities  of  free  and  natural-born  subjects,  widiin 
the  realm  of  England. 

Resolved,  JV*.  C.  I>.  3.  That  by  such  emigration  they  by  no  means  forfeited, 
surrendered,  or  lost  any  ofthose  fights,  but  tiiat  they  were,  and  their  descendants 
now  are,  entitled  to  the  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  all  such  of  them,  as  their 
local  and  other  circumstances  enable  them  to  exercise  and  enjoy. 

Resolved,  4,  That  the  foundation  of  English  liberty,  and  of  ail  free  govern- 
ment, is  a  right  in  the  pe6ple  to  participate  in  their  legislative  council :  and  as 
the  English  colonists  are  not  represented,  and  from  their  local  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, cannot  properly  be  represented  in  the  British  jpariiament,  they 
are  entitled  to  a  free  ana  exclusive  power  of  legislation  in  their  several  provin- 
'  (^Ul  legislatures^  whern  their  right  of  representation  can  ahme  be.preserved} 
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in  all  cases  of  taxation  and  internal  polity,  subject  only  to  the  negative  of  their 
sovereign,  in  such  manner  as  has  been  heretofore  used  and  accustomed.  But* 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  a  regard  to  the  mutual  interest  of  botk 
countries,  we  cheerfully  consent  to  the  operation  of  such  acts  of  the  British 
parliament,  as  ai'e  bona  fide,  restrained  to  the  regulation  of  our  external  com- 
merce, for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole 
empire  to  the  mother  country,  and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its  respective 
members ;  excluding  every  idea  of  taxation  internal  or  external,  for  raising  a 
revenue* on  the  subjects  in  America,  without  their  consent. 

Resolved,  JV".  C  D.  5.  That  the  respective  colonies  are  entitled  to  the  com- 
mon law  of  England,  and  more  especially  to  the  great  and  inestimable  privilege 
of  being  tried  by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage,  according  to  the  course  of  that 
law. 

Resolvedy  6.  That  they  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  such  of  the  "English 
statutes,  as  existed  at  the  time  of  their  colonization  ;  and  which  they  have,  by 
experience,  respectively  found  to  be  applicable  to  their  several  local  and  other 
circumstances. 

Resolved,  JV*.  C.  D.  7.  That  these,  his  majesty's  colonies,  are  likewise  en- 
titled to  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  by 
royal  charters,  or  secured  by  tlieir  several  codes  of  provineiaf  laws. 

Resolved,  «V.  C  D.  8.  That  thej  have  a  ri^t  peaceably  to  assemble,  consi* 
der  of  their  grievances,  and  petition  the  kmg;  and  that  all  prosecutions, 
prohibitory  proclamations,  and  commitments  for  the  same,  are  ill^l. 

Resolv^,  JVt  C.  D.  9.  That  the  keepine  a  standing  army  in  these  colonies, 
in  times  of  peace,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  that  colony,  in 
which  such  army  is  kept,  is  against  law. 

Resolved,  JV*.  C.  D.  10.  It  is  indispensably  necessary  to  good  government, 
and  rendered  -essential  by  the  English  constitution,  that  the  constituent 
branches  of  the  le^slature  be  independent  of  each  other ;  that,  therefore,  the 
exercise  of  legislative  power  in  several  colonies,  by  a  council  appointed,  during 
pleasure,  by  me  crown,  is  unconstitutional,  dangerous  and  destructive  to  tiie 
freedom  of  American  legislation. 

All  and  each  of  which  the  aforesaid  deputies,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and 
their  constituents,  do  claim,  demand,  and  msist  on,  as  their  indubitable  riehts 
and  liberties ;  which  cannot  be  l^^ally  taken  frora  them,  altered  or  abri(^d 
by  any  power  whatever,  without  their  own  consent,  by  their  representatives 
in  their  several  provincial  legislatures. 

In  the  course  of  our  inauir^,  w^e  find  many  infringements  and  violations  of 
tfa^  foregoing  ririits,  which,^  from  an  ardent  desire,  uiat  harmony  and  mutual 
intercourse  of  affection  and  interest  may  be  restored,  we  pass  over  for  the 
present,  and  proceed  to  state  such  acts  and  measures  as  have  been  adopted 
since  the  last  war,  which  demonstrate  a  system  formed  to  enslave  America. 

Raclv^i  JV*  C  J9.  That  the  following  acts  of  parliament  are  infringements 
and  violations  of  the  rights  of  the  colonists ;  ana  that  the  repeal  of  them  is 
essentiall V  necessary,  in  order  to  restore  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and 
&e  American  colonies,  viz« 

The  several  acts  of  4  Geo.  III.  ch.  15,  and  ch.  S4.-«5  Geo.  III.  ch.  S5. — 6 
(fieo.  III.  ch.  52—7  Geo.  HI.  ch.  41,  and  ch.  46.~8  Geo.  III.  ch.  22,  which 
impose  duties  for  tiie  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America,  extend  the 
fjower  of  the  admiralty  courts  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the  Ame- 
rican subject  of  trial  by  jury,  authorize  the  judges'  certificate  to  indemnify  the 
prosecutor  from  damages,  that  he  misht  otherwise  be  liable  to,  requiring 
oppressive  security  from  a  claimant  of  ships  and  goods  seized,  before  he  shall 
be  allowed  to  d^end  his  property,  and  are  subversive  of  American  rights. 

Also  12  Geo.  III.  ch.  24,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  better  securing  hia 
^majesty's  dock-yards,  magazines,  ships,  ammunition,  asd  stores,"  which 
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a  new  offence  in  America,  and  deprives  the  American  sufaiect  of  a 
tional  trial  by  iury  of  the  vicinage,  by  authorizing  the  trial  of  any 


declares 

constitutional 

person,  charged  with' {he  committing  any' offence  described  in  the  said  act, 

out  of  the  realm,  to  be  indicted  and  tried  for  the  same  in  any  shire  or  county 

within  the  realm. 

Also  the  three  acts  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  for  stoppnc 
the  port  and  blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Boston,  for  altering  the  charter  and 
government  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  that  which  is  entitled  '*  An  act  for 
tiie  better  administration  of  justice,"  &c. 

Also  the  act  passed  in  the  same  session  for  establisliinc  the  Romto  Catholic 
religion,  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  abolishing  the  equitable  system  of  English 
laws,  and  erecting  a  tyranny  there,  to  the  great  danger,  (from  so  total  a 
dissimilarity  of  i^li^on,  law  and  government)  of  the  neighbouring  British 
colonies,  by  the  assistance  of  whose  blood  and  treasure  the  said  country  was 
conauered  from  France. 

Also  the  act  passed  in  the  same  session,  for  the  better  providing  suitable 
quarters  for  officers  and  soldiers  in  his  miyesty's  service,  in  North -America. 

Also,  that  the  keeping  a  standing  army  in  several  of  these  colonies,  in  lime 
of  peace,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  that  colony,  in  which  such 
army  is  kept,  is  against  law. 

To  these  erievous  acts  and  measures,  Americans  cannot  submit,  but  in 
hopes  their  fellow  subjects  in  Great-Britain  will,  on  a  revision  of  them,  restore 
us  to  that  state,  in  wnich  both  countries  found  happiness  and  prosperity,  we 
have  for  the  present,  only  resolved  to  pursue  the  following  peaceiu>le  measures : 
1.  To  enter  into  a  non -importation,  non-consumption,  and  non-exportation 
agreement  or  association.  2.  To  prepare  an  address  to  the  people  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  a  memorial  to  the  inhabitants  of  British  America :  and  3.  To  pre- 
pare a  loyal  address  to  his  majesty,  agreeable  to  resolutions  already  entered  into^ 

A  letter  being  received  from  several  gentlemen  in  Georgia,  was  read. 

SATURDAY,  October  15,  1774. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  plan  for  carrying  into  effect 
fte  non-importation,  &c.  and  after  some  time  spent  on  that  subject,  adjourned 
till  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  17,  1774. 

Mr.  John  Dickinson  appeared  in  Congress  as  a  deputy  for  the  province  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  produced  his  credentials  as  follows : 

*'  In  Assembly,  October  15, 1774.  «A.  M. 

**  Upon  motion  by  Mr.  Ross, 

**  Orderefi,  That  Mr.  Dickinson  be,  and  he  is  hereby  added  to  the  committee 
**  of  deputies,  Appointed  b^  the  late  assembly  of  this  province,  to  attend  the 
«*  General  Congress  now  sitting  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  American  griev- 
«« ances. 

*'  By  order  of  the  House, 

'<  CHA.  MOORE,  clerk  of  the  JssembU^J^ 

The  same  being  approved,  Mr«  Dickinson  took  his  seat  as  one  of  the  depu- 
ties for  the  province  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  plan  of  association,  &c. 
and  after  spending  the  remainder  of  the  day  on  that  subject,  adjourned  till 
to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  October  18, 1774. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  plan  of  association,  &c.  and 
after  sundry  amendments,  the  same  was  ag^reed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  tran- 
sqibed,  that  it  may  be  signed  by  the  severd  members. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  people  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  li^on  the  table,  for 
the  perusal  of  the  members,  and  to  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  19,  1774.      . 

The  Confess  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  address  to  the  people  of 
Great-Britain,  and  the  same  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  and  sundry  amend- 
ments made,  the  same  was  re-committed,  in  order  that  the  amendments  may 
be  taken  in. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  inhabitants  of  these 
colonies,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Ordered^  That  this  memorial  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  October  20,  1774. 

The  association  being  copied,  was  read  and  signed  at  the  table,  and  is  aa 
follows  :— 

We,  his  majesty's  most  loyal  subjects,  the  delegates  of  the  several  colonies  ' 
of  New-Hampshire,  Massacnusetts-Bay,  Rhode-island,  Connecticut,  New- 
York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  of  New -Castle,  Kent 
and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South- 
Carolina,  deputed  to  represent  them  in  a  continental  Con^ss,  held  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  day  of  September,  1774,  avowing  our  alleffiance 
to  nis  majesty,  our  affection  and  regard  for  our  fellow-subjects  in  Great-Britain 
and  elsewhere,  affected  with  the  deepest  anxiety,  and  most  alarming  ap|>re- 
hensions,  at  those  grievances  and  distresses,  with  which  his  majesty's  American 
subjects  are  oppressed ;  and  having  taken  under  our  most  serious  deliberation, 
the  state  of  tne  whole  continent,  nnd,  that  the  present  unhappy  situation  of 
our  affiiirs  is  occasioned  by  a  ruinous  system  of  colony  administration,  adopted 
by  the  British  ministry  alx)ut  the  year  1763,  evidently  calculated  for  enslaving 
TOeae  colonies,  and,  with  them,  the  British  empire.  In  prosecution  of  whica 
system,  various  acts  of  parliament  have  been  passed,  for  raising  a  revenue 
in  America,  for  depriving  the  American  subjects,  in  many  instances,  of  the 
constitutional  trial  by  jury,  exposing  their  lives  to  danger,  by  directing  a  new 
and  illegal  trial  beyond  the  seas,  for  crimes  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
in  America :  and  m  prosecution  of  the  same  system,  several  late,  cruel,  and 
oppressive  acts  have  been  passed,  respecting  the  town  of  Boston  and  the 
Massachusetts-Bay,  and  also  an  act  for  extending  the  province  of  Quebec,  so  as 
to  border  on  the  western  frontiers  of  these  colonies,  establishing  an  arbitrary 
government  therein,  and  discouraging  the  settlement  of  British  subiects  in 
that  wide  extended  country ;  thus,  by  the  influence  of  civil  principles  and 
ancient  prejudices,  to  dispose  the  inhabitants  to  act  with  hostility  against  the 
free  Protestant  colonies,  whenever  a  wicked  ministry  shall  chuse  to  direct  them. 

To  obtain  redress  of  these  ^evances,  which  threaten  destruction  to  the 
lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  in  North  America,  we  are 
of  opinion,  that  a  non -importation,  non-consumption,  and  non- exportation 
agreement,  faithfully  adhered  to,  will  prove  the  most  speedy,  effectual,  and 
peaceable  measure :  and,  therefore,  we  do,  for  ourselves,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  several  colonies,  whom  we  represent,  firmly  agree  and  associate.  Under 
the  sacred  ties  of  virtue,  honour  and  love  of  our  country,  as  follows: 

1.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  we  will  not  import, 
into  British  America,  from  Great- Britain  or  Ireland,  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise  whatsoever,  or  from  any  other  place,  any  sucn  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  as  shall  have  been  exported  from  Great-Britiin  or  Ireland  ;  nor 
will  we,  after  that  day,  import  any  East-India  tea  from  any  part  of  the  world ; 
nor  any  molasses,  syrups,  paneles,  coffee,  or  pimento,  from  tne  British  planta- 
tions or  from  Dominica;  nor  wines  from  Madeira,  or  the  Western  Islands; 
nor  foreign  indigo. 
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2.  We  will  neither  import  nor  purchase^  anjr  slave  imported  after  the  Sirst 
4ay  of  December  next ;  after  whicn  time^  we  will  wholly  diacontinue  the  slave 
trade»  and  will  neither  be  concerned  in  it  ourselves,  nor  will  we  hire  our  vessels^ 
nor  sell  our  commodities  or  manufactures  to  those  who  are  concerned  in  it. 

3.  As  a  non -consumption  agreement,  strictly  adhered  to,  will  be  an  effec- 
tual security  for  the  observation  of  the  non -importation,  we,  as  above,  solevuily 
ngree  and  associate,  that  from  this  day,  we  will  aot  purchase  or  use  any  tea, 
imported  on  account  of  the  East-  India  company,  or  anv  on  which  a  duty  hatb 
been  or  shall  be  paid ;  and  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  next,  we 
will  not  purchase  or  use  any  East-India  tea  whatever ;  nor  will  we,  nor  shall 
any  person  for  or  under  us,  purchase  or  use  any  of  those  soods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  we  have  agreed  not  to  import,  which  we  shaU  know,  or  have 
cause  to  suspect,  were  imported  after  the  first  day  of  December,  except  such 
as  come  under  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  tenth  article  hereafter  mentioned. 

4.  The  earnest  desire  we  have  not  to  injure  our  fellow-subjects  in  Great- 
Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  West-Indies,  induces  us  to  suspend  a  non-exportation, 
mill  the  tenth  day  of  September,  1775  ;  at  which  time,  if  the  said  acts  and 
]Murts  of  acts  of  the  British  parliament  herein  after  mentioned,  are  not  repealed, 
we  will  not  directly  or  indirectly,  export  any  merchandise  or  commodity 
whatsoever  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  West-Indies,  except  rice  to  Europe. 

5.  Such  as  are  merchants,  and  use  the  British  and  Irish  trade,  will  give 
orders,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  th^ir  factors,  agents  and  correspondents,  in  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  not  to  ship  any  goods  to  them,  on  any  pretence  whatso- 
ever, as  they  cannot  be  receivea  in  America;  and  if  any  mercluint,  residing  in 
iGrreat-Britain  or  Ireland,  shall  directly  or  indirectly  ship  any  goods,  wares  or 
jnerchandiae,  for  America,  in  order  to  break  the  said  non-importation  agree- 
ment, or  in  any  manner  contravene  the  same,  on  such  unworthy  conduct  being 
well  attested,  it  ought  to  be  made  public ;  and,  on  the  same  being  so  done, 
we  will  not,  from  thenceforth,  have  any  commercial  connexion  with  such 
merchant 

6.  That  such  as  are  owners  of  vessels  will  give  positive  orders  to  their 
captains,  or  masters,  not  to  receive  on  board  their  vessels  any  goods  prohibited 
by  the  said  non-importation  agreement,  on  pain  of  immediate  dismission  from 
their  service. 

7.  We  will  use  our.utmost  endeavours  to  improve  the  breed  of  sheep,  and 
increase  their  number  to  the  greatest  extent;  and  to  that  end,  we  will  kill 
them  as  seldom  as  may  be,  especially  those  of  the  most  profitable  kind  ;  nor 
will  we  export  any  to  the  West-Indies  or  elitewhere ;  and  those  of  us,  who  are 
or  may  become  overstocked  with,  or  t:an  conveniently  spare  any  sheep,  will  dis- 
pose of  them  toour  neiglibours,  especially  to  the  poorer  sort,  on  moderate  terms. 

8.  We  will,  in  our  several  stations,  encourage  frugality,  economy,  and  in- 
dustry, and  promote  amculture,  arts  and  the  manufacture^  of  tliis  country, 
especially  that  of  wool;  and  will  discountenance  and  discourage  /every  spe- 
cies of  extravagance  and  dissipation,  especially  all  horse-racing,  and  all  kinds 
of  gaming,  cock-fighting,  exhibitions  of  shews,  plays,  and  other  expensive  di- 
Tersions  and  entertainments ;  and  on  the  death  of  any  relation  or  friend,  none 
of  us,  or  any  of  our  families,  will  go  into  any  furtlier  mourning-dress,  than  a 
idack  crape  or  ribbon  on  the  arm  or  hat,  for  gentlemen,  and  a  black  ribbon 
and  necklace  for  ladies,  and  we  will  discontinue  the  giving  of  gloves  and 
acarves  at  funerals. 

9.  Such  as  are  venders  of  goods  or  merchandise  will  not  take  advantage  of 
the  scarcity  of  goods,  that  may  be  occasioned  by  this  association,  but  will  sell 
the  same  at  the  rates  we  have  been  respectively  accustomed  to  do,  for  twelve 
months  last  past.— And  if  any  vender  of  goods  or  merchandise  shall  sell  any 
8uchg(>odson  higher  terms,  (u*,Bliall,  in  any  manner,  orbv  any  device  whatso** 
ever  violate  or  depart  iVom  this  agreement,  no  person  ougiit^  nor  will  any  of  us 
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deal  with  any  such  person,  or  his  or  her  factor  or  agent,  at  any  time  thereafter* 
for  any  commodity  whatever. 

10.  In  case  any  merchant,  trader,  or  other  person,  shall  import  atiy  goods  ^ 
or  mercliandise,  after  the  first  day  of  December,  and  before  the  first  day  of 
February  next,  the  same  ought  forthwith,  at  the  election  of  the  owner,  to  be 
either  re-shipped  or  delivered  up  to  the  committee  of  the  county  or  town,  wherein 
they  shall  be  imported,  to  be  stored  at  the  risque  of  the  importer,  until  the  non- 
importation agreement  shall  cease,  or  be  sold  u  nder  the  direction  of  the  commit-  * 
tee  aforesaid  ;  and  in  the  last-mentioned  case,  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  goods 
shall  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  sales,  the  first  cost  and  charges,  the  profit,  if 
any,  to  be  applied  towards  relieving  and  employing  such  poor  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Boston,  as  are  immediate  sufferers  by  the  Boston  port-bill ;  and  a  par- 
ticular account  of  all  goods  so  returned,  stored,  or  sold,  to  be  inserted  in  the 
public  papers ;  and  if  any  goods  or  merchandises  shall  be  imported  after  the 
said  first  day  of  February,  the  same  ought  forthwith  to  be  sent  back  again, 
without  breaking  any  of  the  packages  thereof. 

11.  That  a  committee  be  chosen  in  every  county,  city,  and  town,  by  those 
who  are  qualified  to  vote  for  representatives  in  the  legislature,  whose  business 
it  shall  be  attentively  to  observe  the  conduct  of  all  persons  touching  this  asso- 
ciation ;  and  whep  it  shall  be  made  to  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  majority 
of  any  such  committee,  that  any  person  within  the  limits  of  their  appoint- 
ment has  violated  this  association,  that  such  majority  do  forthwith  cause  the 
truth  of  the  case  to  be  pulished  in  the  gazette  ;  to  the  end,  that  all  such  foes 
to  the  rights  ot  British-America  may  be  publicly  known,  and  universally  con- 
temned as  the  enemies  of  American  liberty;  and  thenceforth  we  respectively 
will  break  off  all  dealings  with  him  or  her. 

12.  lliat  the  committee  of  correspondence,  in  the  respective  colonies,  do  fre* 
cj^uently  inspect  the  entries  of  their  custom-house»,  and  inform  each  other,  from 
time  to  time,  of  the  true  state  thereof,  and  of  every  other  material  circumstance 
that  inav  occur  relative  to  this  association. 

13.  That  all  manufactures  of  this  country  be  sold  at  reasonable  prices,  so 
that  no  undue  advantage  be  taken  of  a  future  scarcity  of  goods. 

14.  And  we  do  further  agree  and  resolve,  that  we  will  have  no  trade,  com* 
merce,  dealings  or  intercourse  whatsoever,  with  any  colony  or  province,  in 
North- America,  which  shall  not  accede  to,  or  which  shall  hereafter  violate  this 
association,  but  will  hold  them  as  unworthy  of  the  rights  of  freemen,  and  as 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

And  we  do  solemnly  bind  ourselves  and  our  constituents,  under  the  tie» 
aforesaid,  to  adhere  to  this  association,  until  such  parts  of  the  several  acta  of 
parliament  passed  since  the  close  of  the  last  war,  as  impose  or  continue  duties 
on  tea,  wine;  molasses,  syrups,  paneles,  coffee,  sugar,  pimento,  indiso,  foreign 
paper,  glass,  and  painters'  colours,  imported  into  America,  and  extend  the  pow- 
ers of  the  admiralty  courts  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the  American 
subject  of  trial  by  jury,  authonze  the  judge's  certificate  to  indemnify  the  pro- 
secator  from  damages,  that  he  might  otherwise  be  liable  to,  (roia  a  trial  by  his 
peers,  require  oppressive  security  from  a  claimant  of  ships  or  goods  seized, 
before  he  shall  be  allowed  to  defend  his  property,  are  repealed  ^ — ^And  until  that 
part  of  the  act  ot  the  12th  G.  3.  ch.  24,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  better  se- 
curing his  majesty's  dock-yards,  magazines,  ships,  ammunition,  and  stores,"^ 
by  which  any  persons  charged  with  committing  any  of  the  offences  therein 
described,  in  America,  may  be  tried  in  any  shire  or  county  within  the  rei^lm, 
is  repealed— and  until  the  lOur  acts,  passed  the  last  session  of  parliament,  viz. 
that  for  stopping  the  port  and  blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Boston— -that  for  al- 
tering the  charter  and  government  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay-*-and  that  which  is 
entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  better  administration  of  justice,  &c."— -and  that  *'  for 
extending  the  limits  of  Quebec,  &c."  are  repealed.  And  we  recommend  it  to 
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the  provincial  conventions,  and  to  the  committees  in  the  respective  colonies, 
to  establish  such  farther  regulations  as  they  may  think  proper,  (or  carrying  into 
execution  this  association. 

The  foregoing  association  being  determined  upon  by  the  Coneress,  was  or* 
dered  to  be  subscribed  by  the  several  members  thereof;,  and  tbereupon,  we 
have  hereunto  set  our  respective  names  accordingly* 

Ih  Cokgress,  Philadelphia,  October  24, 

Signed,  PEYTON  RANDOLPH,  President. 

rcharles  Humphreys 
I  Thomas  Mifflin, 
J  Bdwaid  Biddle, 
I  JdhnHforton, 


Bhode-Iikttult 


Cofmecticvt, 


V.Robert  lYeat  Paine. 
C  Sstephen  Hopkini^ 
1 5tamuel  Vizard. 
TKUphalet  Dyer, 
<  Roger  Shennai^ 
(^  Silas  Deane. 

'Isaac  Low, 

John  Alsop, 

John  Jay, 

James  Duane, 

WiUiam  Floyd, 

Henry  Wisner, 

S.  Boerum, 

.Philip  Livingston. 

{James  Kinsey, 
IVilliam  Livingston, 
Stephen  Crane, 
Richard  Smith, 
John  De  Hart. 
C  Joseph  Galloway, 
^  John  Dickinson, 


AVw-rorJt 


^hp^ertey^ 


Penntylvaniiif 


PenmfyhvonMf 


jybr^andp 


^.George  Rocs, 
r  Cesar  Rodney, 
,Afie»-Caitle,  tic,    <  Thomas  M'lteaii» 

^Geoige  Read. 
rBlatthew  lllghmaq, 
J  llioaiBs  Johnsoi^ 
^  Wiliiam  Paca, 
t.6amuel  Chase, 
^chard  Heniy  Le<^ 
Geoxge  Washxngtoiv 
P.  Heniy,jttn. 
*)  Richaid  Bland, 
Benjamin  Harrison, 
^Edmimd  Pendleton, 
r  William  Hooper, 
<  Joseph  Hewes^ 
^R.  Caswell. 

{Henry  MiddletDD, 
Thomas  Lynch, 
Christopher  Gadadei^ 
John  Rutledge, 
Edward  Rutledge. 


Virginia, 


J^orth  CaroUfM, 


SwihrCaroUnOf 


The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  address  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  colonies,  and  after  debate  thereon,  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  21, 1774. 

The  address  to  tlie  people  of  Great-Britain  being  brought  In,  and  the  amend* 
ments  directed  being  made,  lire  same  was  approved,  and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  people  of  Gi^eat-Britain,  from  the  delegates  appointed  hj  the  several  Engliah  eoloniet  of  Nev- 
Hampshire^  MsMacliusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  PlantationB,  Conneeticut,  New- 
Yoi-k,  New-Jersey,  Pennajlvania,  the  lower  eounties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vii|iDia,  Kortlh' 
Carolina,  and  Soatli-Carolina,  to  eooader  of  their  grienmoes  in  general  Congress,  at  Phaadelphia, 
September  5th,  1774. 

Friends  and  fellow  subjects, 

WHEN  a  nation,  led  to  greatness  bj  tiie  hand  of  liberty,  and  possessed  of 
all  the  glory  that  heroism,  munificence,  and  humanity  can  bestow,  descends  to 
die  ungrateful  task  of  forging  chains  for  her  friends  and  children,  and  instead 
of  giving  support  to  freedom,  turns  advocate  for  slavery  and  oppression,  there 
is  reason  to  suspect  she  has  either  ceased  to  be  virtuous,  or  been  extremely 
negligent  in  the  appointment  of  her  rulers* 

In  almost  every  age,  in  repeated  conflicts,  in  long  and  bloody  wars,  as  well 
civil  as  foreign,  against  many  and  powerful  nations,  against  the  open  assaults 
of  enemies,  and  rae  more  danfferous  treachery  of  friends,  have  the  inhabitaAts 
of  your  isl.and,  your  great  and  glorious  ancestors,  maintained  their  indepen* 
dence,  and  transmitted  the  rights  of  men,  and  the  blessings  of  liberty,  to  you, 
their  posterity. 

Be  not  surprized  therefore,  that  we,  who  are  descended  from  the  same  corn- 
men  ancestors;  that  we,  whose  forefathers  participated  in  all  the  rights,  the 
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liberties,  and  the  constitution,  you  so  justly  boast  of,  and  who  have  carefully 
eonyeyed  the  same  fair  inheritance  to  us,  guaranteed  by  the  plighted  faith  oi 
eovernin«>nt  and  the  most  solemn  compacts  with  British  sovereigns,  should  re- 
rase  to  surrender  them  to  men,  who  found  dieir  claims  on  no  principles  of  rea- 
son, and  who  prosecute  them  with  a  design,  that  by  having  our  lives  and  pro- 
perty in  their  powpr,  they  may,  with  the  greatest  facility,  enslave  you. 

Tlie  cause  of  America  is  now  the  object  of  universal  attention :  it  has  at 
length  become  very  serious.  This  unhappy  country  has  not  only  been  oppres- 
sed, but  abased  and  misrepresented ;  and  the  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves  and 
posteritf ,  to  your  interest,  alid  the  general  welfare  of  the  British  empire,  leads 
us  to  address  you  on  this  verj  important  subject. 

jEHoit  ttoi.  That  we  consider  ourselves,  and  do  insist,  that  we  are  and  ought 
to  be,  as- free  as  our  fellow-subjects  in  Britain,  and  that  no  power  on  earth  has 
a  ridit  to  take  our  property  from  us,  without  our  consent. 

That  we  claim  all  the  benefits  secured  to  the  subject  by  the  English  consti* 
tution,  and  particularly  that  inestimable  one  of  trial  by  jury. 

That  we  hold  it  essential  to  English  liberty,  that  no  man  be  condemned  un- 
heard, or  punished  for  supposed  offences,  without  having  an  opportunity  of 
making  bis  defence. 

That  we  think  the  legislature  of  Oreat-Britain  is  not  authorized,  by  the 
constitution,  to  establish  a  religion,  fraught  with  sanguinary  and  impious  ten- 
ets, or,  to  erect  an  arbitrary  form  of  government,  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe. 
These  ri^ts  we,  as  well  as  you,  deem  sacred ;  and  yet,  sacred  as  they  are,  they 
have,  wini  many  others,  been  repeatedly  and  flagrantly  violated. 

Are  not  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  of  Great-Britain,  lords  of  their  own  po- 
perty  P  can  it  be  taken  from  them,  without  their  consent  ?  will  they  yield  it  to 
the  abitrary  disposal  of  any  man,  or  number  of  men  whateveri^>— You  know 
thev  will  not. 

Why  then  are  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  of  America  less  lords  of  their  pro- 
perty than  y<^u  are  or  yours?  or  why  should  they  submit  it  to  the  disposal  of 
your  parliament,  or  any  other  parliament,  or  council  in  the  world,  not  of  their 
election  ?  can  the  intervention  of  the  sea,  that  divides  us,  cause  disparity  in 
rights,  or  can  any  reason  be  given,  why  Englbh  subjects,  who  live  three  tnou- 
sand  miles  from  the  royal  palace,  should  enjoy  less  liberty  tiian  those  who  are 
three  hundred  miles  distant  from  it? 

Reason  looks  witlv  indignation  on  such  distinctions,  and  freemen  can  never 
perceive  their  propriety.  And  yet,  however  chimerical  and  unjust  such  dis- 
criminations are,  tne  parliament  assert,  that  they  have  a  right  to  bind  us,  in  all 
cases,  without  exception,  whether  we  consent  or  not;  that  they  may  take  and 
use  our  property  wnen^nd  in  what  manner  they  please ;  that  we  are  pension- 
ers on  their  bounty,  for  all  that  we  possess,  and  can  hold  it  no  longer  tnan  they 
vouchsafe  to  permit  Such  declarations  we  consider  as  heresies  in  Englisn 
politics,  and  which  can  no  more  operate  to  deprive  us  of  our  property,  than 
the  interdicts  of  the  nope  can  divest  kings  of  sceptres,  which  tne  laws  of  the 
land  and  the  voice  oi  the  people  have  placed  in  their  hands. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war — ^a  war  rendered  elorious  by  the  abilities 
and  int^rity  of  a  minister,  to  whose  efforts,  the  British  empire  owes  its  safe^ 
and  its  tame:  At  the  conclusion  of  this  war,  which  was  succeeded  by  an  ih- 
gtonouB  peace,  formed  under  the  auspices  of  a  minister,  of  principles,  and  of 
a  family  unfriendly  to  the  Protestant  cause,  and  inimical  to  liDerty : — ^We  say, 
at  this  period,  andT  under  the  influence  of  tiiat  man,  a  plan,  for  enslaving  your 
fellow-subjects  in  America,  was  concerted,  and  has  ever  since  been  pertinaci- 
ously carrying  into  execution. 

Prior  to  this  era  you  were  content  with  drawing  from  us  the  wealtii  produ- 
ced by  our  commerce.  You  restrained  your  trade  in  every  way  that  could 
conduce  to  vour  emolument.    You  exercised  unbounded'sovcreignty  over  the 
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sea.  You  named  the  ports  and  nations,  to  ivhich  alone  our  merchandise  should 
be  carried,  and  with  whom  alone  we  should  trade;  and  though  some  of  these 
restrictions  were  grievous,  we  nevertheless  did  not  complain ;  we  looked  up  to 
you  as  to  our  parent  state,  to  which  we  were  b6und  by  the  strongest  ties,  and 
were  happy  in  being  instrumental  to  your  prosperity  and  your  grandeur. 

We  call  upon  you  yourselves,  to  witness  our  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
common  interest  of  the  whole  empire :  did  we  not,  in  the  last  war,  add  all 
the  strength  of  this  vast  continent  to  the  force  which  repelled  our  common 
enemy ;  did  we  not  leave  our  native  shores,  and  meet  disease  and  death,  to 
promote  the  success  of  British  arms  in  foreign  climates;  did  you  not  thank  us 
tor  our  zeal,  and  even  reimburse  us  large  sums  of  money,  which,  you  confes- 
sed,>we  had  advanced  beyond  our  proportion,  and  far  beyond  our  abilities^ 
You  did. 

To  what  causes,  then,  are  w«  to  attribute  the  sudden  change  of  treatment* 
and  that  system  of  slavery  which  was  prepared  for  us  at  the  restoration  of 
peace  P 

Before  we  had  recovered  from  the  distresses  which  ever  attend  war,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  drain  this  country  of  all  its  money,  by  the  oppressive 
stamp-act.  Paint,  slass,  and  other  commodities,  which  you  would  not  per- 
mit us  to  purchase  of  other  nations,  were  taxed ;  nay,  although  no  wine  is  made 
in  any  country,  subject  to  the  British  state,  you  proliibited  our  procuring  it  of 
foreigners,  without  paying  a  tax,  imposed  by  your  parliament,  on  all  we  im- 
ported These  and  many  other  implositions  were  laid  upon  us  most  unjustly 
and  unconstitutionally,  ror  the  express  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue^— In  or- 
der to  silence  complaint,  it  was,  indeed,  provided,  that  this  revenue  should  be 
expended  in  Amenca  for  its  protection  and  defence. — ^These  exactions,  howe- 
ver^ can  receive  no  justification  from  a  pretended  necessity  of  protecting  and 
defending  us;  they  are  lavishly  squandered  on  court  tavourites  and  ministe- 
rial dependents,  generally  avowed  enemies  to  America,  and  employing  them- 
selves, by  partial  representations,  to  traduce  and  embroil  the  colonies.  For 
the  necessary  support  of  government  here,  we  ever  were  and  ever  shall  be 
ready  to  provide.  And  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  state  may  require  it, 
we  snail,  as  we  have  heretofore  done,  cheerfully  contribute  our  full  proportion 
of  men  and  money.  To  enforce  this  unconstitutional  and  unjust  scheme  of 
taxation,  every  fence  that  the  wisdom  of  our  British  ancestors  had  carefully 
erected  against  arbitrary  power,  has  been  violently  thrown  down  in  America, 
Und  the  inestimable  right  of  trial  by  jury  taken  away  in  cases  that  touch  both 
life  and  property  w — It  was  ordained,  that  whenever  offences  should  be  commit- 
ted in  the  colonies  against  particular  acts,  imposing  various  duties  and  restric- 
tions upon  trade,  the  prosecutor  might  bring  nis  action  for  the  penalties  in  the 
courts  of  admiralty ;  by  which  means  the  subject  lost  the  advantage  of  being 
tried  by  an  honest  uninfluenced  jury  of  the  vicinage,  and  was  subjected  to 
the  sad  necessity  of  being  judged  by  a  single  man,  a  creature  of  the  crown, 
and  according  to  tlie  course  of  a  law,  which  exempts  the  prosecutor  from  the 
trouble  of  proving  his  accusation,  and  obliges  the  defendant  either  to  evince 
his  innocence,  or  to  suffer.  To  give  this  new  judicatory  the  ereater  impor- 
tance, and  as  if  with  design  to  protect  false  accusers,  it  is  further  provided, 
that  the  judge's  certificate  of  there  having  been  probable  causes  of  seizure  and 
prosecution,  shall  protect  tlie  prosecutor  from  actions  at  common  law  for  re- 
covery of  damages. 

By  the  course  of  our  law,  offences  committed  in  such  of  the  British  domin- 
ions, in  which  courts  are  established,  and  justice  duly  and  regularly  adminis- 
tered, shall  be  there  tried  by  a  jurv  of  the  vicin^e.  There  the  offenders  and 
the  witnesses  are  known,  and  tlie  degree  of  credibility,  to  be  given  to  their  tes- 
timony, can  be  ascertained. 

.^    In  ail  these  colonies,  justice  is  regularly  and  impartially  administered,  and 
yet«  by  the  construction  of  some,  and  the  direction  of  other  acts  of  parliament. 
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offenders  are  to  be  taken  by  force,  together  with  all  such  persons  as  may  be 
pointed  out  as  witnesses^and  carried  to  England,  tliere  to  be  tried  in  a  distant 
land,  by  a  jury  of  strangers,  and  subject  to  all  the  disadvantages  that>  result 
from  want  of  friends,  want  of  witnesses,  and  want  of  money. 

When  the  design  of  raisins  a  revenue,  from  the  duties  imposed  on  the  impor- 
tation of  tea  into  America,  had  in  great  measure  been  rendered  abortive,  by 
our  ceasing  to  imoort  that  commodity,  a  scheme  was  concerted  by  the  nunistry 
Mriih  the  East-Inaia  company,  and  an  act  passed,  enabling  and  encoura^ng 
them  to  transport  and  vend  it  in  the  colonies.    Aware  of  the  danger  of  giving 
success  to  this  insidious  manoeuvre,  and  of  permitting  a  precedent  of  taxation^ 
thus  to  be  established  among  us,  various  methods  were  adopted  to  elude  the 
stroke.    The  people  of  Boston,  then  ruled  by  a  governor,  whom,  as  well  as 
his  predecessor,  sir  Francis  Bernard,  all  America  considers  as  her  enemy,  were 
exceedingly  embarrassed.    The  ships,  which  had  arrived  with  the  tea,  were, 
by  his  management,  prevented  from  returning. — ^The  duties  would  have  been 
paid  ;  the  cargoes  landed  and  exposed  to  sale ;  a  eovefnor's  influence  would 
nave  procured  and  protected  many  purchasers.    While  the  town  was  suspend* 
ed  by  deliberations  on  this  important  subject,  the  tea  was  destroyed.    Even 
supjposing  a  trespass  was  thereby  committed,  and  the  proprietors  of  the  tea 
entitled  to  damans,  the  courts  of  law  were  open,  andf  jud8;es,  appointed  by 
the  crown,  presided  in  tliem^rhe  East-India  company,  however,  did  not 
think  proper  to  commence  any  suits,  nor  did  they  even  demand  satisfaction,* 
either  from  individuals,  or  from  the  community  in  general.    The  ministry,  it 
seems,  officiously  made  the  case  their  own,  and  the  great  council  of  the  nation 
descended  to  intermeddle  with  a  dispute  about  private  property.     Divert 
papers,  letters  and  other  unauthenticated  ea:  parte  evidence  were  laid  before 
them ;  neither  the  persons  who  destroyed  the  tea,  nor  the  people  of  Boston,  were 
called  upon  to  answer  the  complaint.    The  ministry,  incensed  by  being;  dis- 
appointed in  a  favourite  scheme,  were  determined  to. recur.from  the  little  aria 
of  finesse,  to  open  force  and  unmanly  violence.    The  TOrt  of  Boston  was 
blo<^ked  up  by  a  fleet,  and  an  army  placed  in  the  townlTheir  trade  was  to 
be  suspended,  and  thousands  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  gaining  subsistence 
from  charity,  till  they  should  submit  to  pass  under  tiie  yoke,  and  consent  to 
become  slaves,  by  confessing  the  omnipotence  of  parliament,  and  acquiescing 
in  whatever  disposition  thejr  might  think  proper  to  make  oftheir  lives  and  property. 

Let  justice  and  humanity  cease  to  be  the  boast  of  your  nation  I  consult 
jour  history,  examine  your  records  of  former  transactions ;  nay,  turn  to  the 
annals  of  the  man^  arbitrary  states  and  kingdoms  that  surround  you,  and 
shew  us  a  single  instance  of  men  being  condemned  to  suffer  for  imputed 
crimes,  unheard,  unauestioned,  and  without  even  the  specious  formality  of  a 
trial ;  and  that,  too,  oy  laws  made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and  which  had 
no  existence  at  the  time  of  the  fact  committed.  If  it  be  difficult  to  reconcile 
these  proceedings  to  the  genius  and  temper  of  your  laws  and  constitution,  the 
task  will  become  more  arduous,  when  we  call  upon  our  ministerial  enemies  to 
justify,  not  only  condemning  men  untried,  and  by  hearsajr,  but  involving  the 
innocent  in  one  common  punishment  with  the  guilty,  and  for  the  aot  of  thirty 
or  forty,  to  bring  poverty,  distress,  and  calahiity,  on  thirty  tliousand  souls, 
and  those  not  your  enemies,  but  your  friends,  brethren,  and  fellow  subjects. 

It' would  be  some  consolation  to  us  if  the  catalogue  of  American  oppi'essions 
ended  here.  It  gives  us  pain  to  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  remindinfi;  ;^ou, 
that  under  the  confidence  reposed  in  the  faith  of  government,  pledged  in  a 
royal  charter  from  a  British  sovereign,  the  fore-fathers  of  the  present  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  left  their  former  habitations  and  established  that 
great,  flourishing  and  loyal  colony.  Without  incurring  or  being  charged  with 
a  forfeiture  of  £eir  rights,  without  being  heard,  without  being  tried,  without 
law,  and  without  justice,  by  an  act  of  parliament,  their  charter  is  destroyed. 
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their  liberties  violated,  their  constitution  and  form  of  government  changed : 
and  all  this  upon  no  better  pretence,  than  because,  in  one  of  their  towns,  a 
trespass  was  committed  on  some  merchandise,  said  to  belone  to  one  of  die 
companies,  and  because  the  ministry  were  of  oninion,  that  such  high  political 
regulations  were  necessarj,  to  compel  due  subordination  and  obedience  ta 
their  mandates. 

Nor  are  these  the  only  capital  grievances  under  which  we  labour.  We  might 
tell  of  dissolute,  M^eak,  ana  wicked  governors  having  been  set  over  us ;  of 
legislatures  being  suspended  for  asserting  the  rights  of  British  subjects ;  of 
needy  and  ignorant  dependents  on  great  men  advanced  to  the  seats  of  justice, 
and  to  other  places  of  trust  and  importance ;  of  hard  restrictions  on  commerce, 
and  a  great  variety  of  lesser  evils,  the  recollection  of  which  is  almost  lost 
.  under  the  weieht  and  pressure  of  greater  and  more  poignant  calamities. 

Now  mark  Uie  progression  of  the  ministerial  plan  for  ensUving  us* 

Well  aware  that  such  hardy  attempts  to  take  our  property  from  us,  to  deprive 
us  of  that  valuable  right  of  trial  bv  jury,  to  seize  our  persons  and  carry  us  for 
trial  to  Great-Bntain,  to  Uockade  our  ports,  to  destrov  our  charters,  and 
ebange  our  forms  of  government,  would  occasion,  and  had  already  occasioned, 
great  discontent  in  the  colonies,  which  might  produce  opposition  to  these  mea- 
sures ;  an  act  was  passed  to  protect,  indemnirjr,  and  screen  from  punishment, 
such  as  might  be  guilty  even  of  murder,  in  endeavouring  to  carry  their  oppres- 
sive edicts  into  execution ;  and  by  another  act  the  dominion  of  Canada  is  to 
be  so  extended,  modelled  and  governed,  as  that  by  behig  disunited  from  us, 
detached  from  our  iiiterests,  by  civil  as  well  as  religious  prejudices,  that  by 
their  numbers  daily  swelling  with  Catholic  emigrants  from  Europe,  and  by 
tiieir  devotion  to  administration,  so  friendly  to  their  religion,  they  might  be- 
come formidable  to  us,  and  on  occasion,  be  fit  instruments,  in  the  hands  of 
power,  to  reduce  the  ancient,  free  Protestant  colonies  to  tiie  same  state  of 
slavery  with  themselves. 

This  was  evidently  the  object  of  the  act:  and  in  this  view,  being  extremely 
daa^rous  to  our  liberty  and  quiet,  we  cannot  forbear  complaining  of  it,  as 
hostile  to  British  America.  Superadded  to  these  considerations,  we  cannot 
help  deploring  the  unhappy  condition  to  which  it  has  reduced  the  many  En- 
glish settlers,  who,  encouraged  by  the  roval  proclamation,  promising  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  their  riehts,  have  purchased  estates  in  that  country. — They  are 
now  the  subjects  of  an  arbitrary  government,  deprived  of  trial  by  jury,  and 
when  imprisoned,  cannot  claim  the  bejiefit  of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  that  great 
bulwark  and  palladium  of  English  liberty.^  Nor  can  we  suppress  our  astonish- 
^  ment,  that  a  British  parliament,  should  ever  consent  te  establish  in  that  country, 
a  religion  that  has  deluged  your  island  in  blood,  and  dbpersed  impiety,  bigotry, 
persecution,  murder,  and  rebellion  through  everv  p^rt  of  the  world." 

This  being  a  true  state  of  facts,  let  us  beseech  you  to  consider  to  what  end 
Ihev  lead. 

Admit  that  the  ministry,  by  the  powers  of  Britain,  and  the  aid  of  our  Roman 
Catholic  neighbours,  should  oe  able  to' carry  the  point  of  taxation,  and  reduce 
us  to  a  state  of  perfect  humiliation  and  slavery:  Such  an  enterprise  would 
doubtleds  make  some  addition  to  your  national  debt,  which  already  presses 
down  your  liberties,  and  fills  you  with  pensioners  and  placemen.  We  pre- 
sume, also,  that  your  commerce  will  somewhat  be  diminished.  However, 
suppose  you  should  prove  victorious,  in  what  condition  will  .you  then  be? 
What  advantages  or  what  laurels  will  you  reap  from  such  a  conquest? 

Ma^  not  a  ministry  with  the  same  armies  enslave  you  ?— -It  may  be  82ud. 
you  will  cease  to  pay  them,— but  remember  the  taxes  from  America,  the  wealthy 
and  Hre  may  add  the  men,  and  particularly  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  vast 
continent,  will  then  be  in  the  power  of  your  enemies ;  nor  will  you  have  any 
^reason  to  expect,  that  after  making  slaves  of  us,  many  among  j^s  should  refund 
to  assistdu  reducing  you  to  the  same  abject  state. 
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Do  not  treat  this  as  chimerical.  KLnow  that  in  leas  than  half  a  centur  j»  the 
c^uit*reDts  reserTeil  to  the  crown,  from  the  numberless  grants  of  this  vast  con^ 
tinent,  will  pour  laive  streams  of  wealth  into  the  royal  coffers,  and  if  to  this  be 
added,  the  power  of  taxing  America  at  pleasure,  the  crown  will  be  rendered 
independent  of  jou  for  supplies,  and  will  possess  more  treasure  than  may  be 
necessary  to  purchase  the  remains  of  liberty  in  your  island.— In  a  word,  take 
care  that  you  do  not  fall  into  the  pit  that  is  preparing  for  us. 

We  believe  there  is  yet  much  virtue,  much  justice  and  much  public  spirit, 
in  the  English  nation «— To  that  justice  we  now  appeal.  You  have  been  told 
that  we  are  seditio^us,  impatient  of  government,  and  desirous  of  independency. 
Be  assured  that  these  are  not  facts,  bat  calumnies.-— Permit  us  to  oe  as  free 
as  yourselves,  and  we  shall  ever  esteem  a  union  with  you,  to  be  our  greatest 
glory  and  our  greatest  happiness ;  we  shall  ever  be  ready  to  contribute  all  in 
our  power  to  die  welfare  of  the  empire ;  we  shall  consider  your  enemies  as 
•ur  enemies,  and  your  interest  as  our  own. 

But,  if  you  are  determined  that  your  ministers  shall  wantonly  sport  witii  the 
rights  of  mankind — ^if  neither  the  voice  of  justice,  the  dictates  or  the  law,  the 
principles  of  the  constitution,  or  the  suggestions  of  humanity,  can  restrain 
your  hands  from  shedding  human  blood,  in  such  an  impious  cause,  we  must 
then  tell  you,  that  we  will  never  submit  to  be  hewers  of  wood,  or  drawers  of 
water  for  any  ministry  or  nation  in  the  world. 

Place  us  in  the  same  situation  that  we  wore  at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  and 
our  former  harmony  will  be  restored. 

But,  lest  the  same  supineness,  and  the  same  inattention  to  our  common  inte- 
rest, which  you  have  for  several  years  shewn,  should  continue,  we  think  it 
prudent  to  anticipate  the  consequences. 

By  the  destruction  of  the  trade  of  Boston,  the  ministry  have  endeavoured 
to  induce  submission  to.  their  measures.  The  like  fate  may  befal  us  all.  We 
will  endeavour,  therefore,  to  live  without  trade,  and  recur,  for  subsistence,  to 
the  fertiUtv  and  bounty  of  our  native  soil,  which  will  afford  us  all  the  neces- 
sariea,  and  some  of  the  conveniencies,  of  life.  We  have  suspended  our  im« 
portation  from  GreatrBritain  and  Ireland ;  and>  in  less  than  a  year's  time* 
unless  our  grievances  should  be  rediiessed,  shall  discontinue  our  experts  to  thostf 
kingdoms  and  the  West-Indies. 

It  ift  with  the  utmost  resret,  however,  that  we  find  ourselves  compelled,  by  the 
over  ruling  principles  of  self-preservation,  to  adopt  measures  detrimental,  in 
their  consequences,  to  numbers  of  our  fellow-subgects  in  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland*  But,  we  hope,  that  the  magnanimtty  and  justice  of  the  British  nation . 
will  furnish  a  parliament  oi  such  wisdom, .  independence,  and  public  spirit, 
as  may  save  the  violated  rights  of  liie  whole  empire/  from  i^e  devices  of  wick- 
ed ministers  and  evil  counsellors,  whether  in  or  out  of  office ;  and  thereby  re- 
store thivt  harmony,  friendship,  and  fraternal  affection,  between  all  the  inhabi- 
tants 01  his  majesty's  kin^oms  and  territories  so  ardently  wished  for,  by 
.  ^y&J  true  and  honest  American.    * 

Tlie  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  memorial  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  British  colonies,  and  the  same  bebg  'debated  by  paragraphs 
and  amended,  was  approved,,  and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Snhabitantfl  of  the  eolooies  of  New-Hampshire,  MaoBchusettii-Bay,  Rbode-Isbmd  and 
PcvfidciiM  Plaotatknt,  CooMatimit,  Nev.Tork,  Nev-Jeney,  Pennsylvania,  the  eonnties  of 
NeW'CaiUe,  Kent  and  SvsMX)  en  0eUw«re,  Jdaiyhuid,  Vii|;ink,  NoEth-CaioUn&  and  South- 
CanotinA  i 

FniEKOS  AND  OOUNTRTMEN, 

We,  thedelegaites44)pointed,  by  the  good  people  of  these  colonies,  to  meet 
at  Philadelphia,  in  September  last,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  by  our  respec* 
tiva  constituents,  have,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  assen^led,  and 
tidcen  iisto  our  most  serious  considention^  ^e  important  mattors  recommend- 
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ed  to  the  Congress.  Our  resolutions  thereupon  vnW  be  herewith  communi- 
cated to  you.  But,  as  the  situation  of  public  affairs  grows,  daily,  more  and 
more  alarming;  and,  as  it  may  be  mote  satisfactory,  to  vou,  to  be  informed, 
by  us,  in  a  collective  body,  than  in  any  other  manner,  of  those  sentiments  that 
have  been  approv^,  upon  a  full  and  free  discussion,  by  the  representatives  of 
80  great  a  part  of  America,  we  esteem  ourselves  obliged  to  add  this  address  to 
these  resolutions. 

In  every  case  of  opposition  by  a  people  to  their  rulers,  or  of  one  state  to 
another,  duty  to  Almighty  Grod,  the  creator  of  all,  requires  that  a  true  and  im- 
partial judgment  be  formed  of  the  measures  leading  to  such  opposition ;  and 
of  the  causes  by  which  it  has  been  provoked,  or  can  in  any  degree  be  justified, 
that  neither  affection  on  the  one  band,  nor  resentment  on  the  other,  b^g 
permitted  to  give  a  wrong  bias  to  reason,  it  may  be  enabled  to  take  a  dispas* 
sionate  view  of  all  circumstances,  and  to  settle  the  public  conduct  on  the  aolid 
foundations  of^wisdom  and  justice. 

From  councils,  thus  tempered,  arise  the  surest  hopes  of  the  divine  favour, 
the  firmest  encouragement  to  the  parties  engaged,  and  the  strongest  recom- 
mendation of  their  cause,  to  the  rest  of  mankind. 

With  minds  deeply  impressed  by  a  sense  of  these  truths,  we  have  diKg«nt* 
ly,  deliberately,  and  calmly  enquired  into,  and  considered  those  exertions, 
both  of  the  legislative  and  executive  power  of  Grreat-Britain,  which  have  ex* 
cited  so  much  uneasiness  in  America,  and  have  with  equal  fidelity  and  attention, 
considered  the  conduct  of  the  colonies.  Upon  the  whole,  we  find  ourselves 
reduced  to  the  disagreeable  alternative  of  being  silent,  and  betraying  the  in- 
nocent, or*  of  speaking  out,  and  censuring  those  we  wish  to  revere.  In  making 
our  choice  of  these  distressing  difficulties,  we  prefer  the  course  dictated  by 
honesty,^  and  a  r^ard  for  the  welfare  of  our  country. 

Soon  after  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  there  commenced  a  memorable 
change  in  the  treatment  of  these  colonies.  By  a  statute,  made  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  present  reign,  a  time  of  profound  peace, alleging,  "the expediency 
of  new  provisions  and  regulations  Tor  extending  the  commerce  between  Great- 
"  Britain  and  his  majesty's  dominions  in  America,  and  the  necessity  of 
*'  raising  a  revenue,  in  the  said  dominions,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  dc- 
"  fending,  protecting  and  securing  the  same,"  the  commons  of  Grreat-Britain 
undertook  to^ve  and  grant  to  his  majesty  mainr  rates  and  duties,  to  be  paid 
in  these  colonies.  To  enforce  the  observance  of  this  act,  it  prescribes  a  great 
number  of  severe  penalties  and  forfeitures ;  ana,  in  two  sections,  makes  a  re- 
markable distinction  between  the  subjects  in  Great-Britain,  and  those  in 
America.  By  the  one,  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  there,  are  to  be 
recovered  in  any  of  the  king's  courts  of  record,  at  Westminister,  or  in  the  court 
of  exchequer,  in  Scotland ;  and  by  the  other,  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  incur- 
red here,  are  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  record,  or  in  any  court  of  admi- 
rality,  or  vice -admiralty  at  the  election  of  the  informer  or  prosecutor. 

The  inhabitants  of  t£iese  colonies,  confiding  in  the  justice  of  Great-Britain* 
were  scarcely  allowed  sufficient  time  to  receive  and  consider  this  act,  before 
another,  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  Stamp- Act,  and  passed  in-  the  fifth 
year  of  this  reign,  engrossed  their  whole  attention.  By  this  statute,  the  British 
parliament  exercised,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  a  power  of  taxing  us,  and 
extending  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  admiralty  ana  vice-admiralty,  in  the 
colonies,  to  matters  arising  within  the  bodjr  of  a  coutoty,  and  directed  the 
numerous  penalties  and  forfeitures,  thereby  inflicted,  to  be  recovered  in  the 
said  courts. 

In  the  same  year,  a  tax  was  imposed  upon  us,  by  an  act  establishina[  several 
new  fees  in  the  customs.  In  the  next  year,  the  stamp-act  was  repeiued;  not 
because  it  was  founded  in  an  erroneous  principle,  but  as  the  repealing  act  re- 
cites, because  ^  the  continuance  thereof  would  be  attended  with  many  inconve- 
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**  niencies,  and  might  be  productiTe  of  consequences  greatly  detrimental  to  the 
**  commercial  interest  of  Great-Britain." 

In  the  same  year,  and  by  a  subsequent  act,  it  was  declared,  "  that  his  ma- 
"jesty,  in  parliament,  of  right,  had  power  to  bind  the  people  of  these  colonies, 
'*  by  statutes,  in  all  cases  whatsoever." 

In  the  same  year,  another  act  was  passed,  for  imposing  rates  and  duties  payable 
in  these  colonies.  In  this  statute,  the  commons,  avoiding  the  terms  oi  giving 
And  granting,  "  humbly  besought  his  majesty,  that  it  might  be  enacted,  &c.^ 
But,  from  a  declaration  in  the  preamble,  that  the  rates  and  duties  were  *'  in 
lieu  of"  several  others  granted  by  the  statute  first  before  mentioned,  for  raising 
a  revenue,  and  from  some  other  expressions,  it  appears,  that  these  duties  wera 
intended  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  next  year,  [tr67]  an  act  was  made  "to  enable  his  majesty  to  put  the 
**  customs,  and  other  duties  in  America,  under  the  management  of  commis* 
^'sioners,  &c."  and  the  king,  thereupon,  erected  the  present  expensive  board 
of  commissioners,  for  the  express  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the 
several  acts  relating  to  the  revenue  and  trade  in  America. 

After  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act,  having  again  resiened  ourselves  to  our 
ancient  unsuspicious  affections  tor  the  parent  state,  and  anxious  to  avoid  any 
controversy  with  her,  in  hopes  of  a  favoi^le  alteration,,  in  sentiments  and 
measures,  towards  us,  we  did  not  press  our  obiections  against  the  above  men* 
tioned  statutes,  made  subsequent  to  that  repeal. 

Administration,  attributing  to  trifling  causes,  a  conduct  that  really  proceeded 
from  generous  motives,  were  encouraged  in  the  same  year  [irGrj  to  make  a 
bolder  experiment  on  the  patience  of  America. 

By  a  statute,  commonly  called  the  glass,  paper,  and  tea  act,  made  fifteen 
months  after  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act,  the  commons  of  Great-Britain  re* 
sumed  their  former  language,  and  again  undertook  to  *'give  and  grant  rates 
'*  and  duties,  to  be  paid  in  these  colonies,"  for  the  express  purpose  of  "  raising 
*■  a  revenue,  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  administration  of  justice,  the  support 
*'  of  civil  government,  and  defending  the  king's  dominions,"  on  this  continent. 
The  penalties  and  forfeitures,  incurred  under  this  statute,  are  to  be  recovered 
in  ihesame  manner,  with  those  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  acts. 

To  this  statute,  so  naturally  tending  to  disturb  the  tran«[uillitT,  then  uni-» 
versa!  throughout  the  colonies,  parliament,  in  the  same  session,  added  another 
no  less  eltraordinary. 

Ever  since  the  making  the  present  peace,  a  standing  army  has  been  kept 
in  these  colonies.  From  respect  for  the  mother-country,  the  innovation^  was 
not  only  tolerated,  but  the  provincial  legislatures,  generally,  made  provision 
for  supplying  the  troops. 

The  assembly  of  the  province  of  New- York,  having  passed  an  act  of  this 
kind,  but  dilTerine  in  some  articles,  from  the  directions  oi  the  act  of  parliament 
made  in  the  fifm  year  of  this  reign,  the  house  of  representatives,  in  that 
colony,  was  prohibited  by  a  statute,  made  in  the  last  session  mentioned,  from 
making  any  bill,  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  except  for  adjourning  or  chusin^  a 
speaker,  until  provision  should  be  made,  by  the  said  assembly,  for  furnishing 
the  troops,  within  that  province,  not  only  with  all  such  necessaries  as  were 
required  by  the  statute,  which  they  were  charged  with  disobeyins,  but  also 
with  those  required  by  two  other  subsequent  statutes,  which  were  declared  to 
be  in  force,  until  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  1769. 

These  statutes  of  the  year  1767,  revived  the  apprehenliions  and  discontents, 
tiiat  had  entirely  subsided  on  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act;  and,  amidst  the  just 
fears  and  jealousies,  thereby  occasioned,  a  statute  was  made,  in  the  next  year, 
[1768J  to  establish  courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  on  a  new  model, 
expressly  for  the  end  of  more  eftectually  recovering  of  the  penalties  and  for- 
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feitures  iDfiicted  by  acts  of  parliament,  framed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
revenue  in  America,  &c. 

The  immediate  tendency  of  these  statutes  is,  to  subvert  the  right  of  having 
a  share  in  legislation,  by  rendering  assemblies  useless ;  the  right  of  pronertj, 
bj  taking  the  money  of  the  colonists,  without  their  consent ;  £e  right  oi  trial 
by  jury,  by  substituting  in  their  place  trials  in  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty 
courts,  where  single  judges  preside,  holding  their  commissions  during  pleasure; 
and  unduly  to  influence  the  courts  of  common  law,  by  rendering  me  judges 
thereof  totally  dependent  on  the  crown  for  their  salaries.' 

These  statutes,  not  to  mention  many  others  exceedingly  exceptionable, 
compared,  one  with  another,  will  be  found,  not  only  to  form  a  r^ular  system,  in 
which  every  part  has  great  force,  but  also  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  that 
Sysitem,  for  subjugating  these  colonies,  that  ai^e  not,  and,  from  local  circum- 
stances, cannot  be  represented  in  the  house  of  commons,  to  the  uncontroulable 
and  unlimited  power  of  parliament,  in  violation  of  their  undoubted  rights  and 
liberties,  in  contempt  of  their  humble  and  repeated  supplications. 

This  conduct  must  appear  equally  astonishing  and  unjustifiable,  when  it  is 
considered  how  unprovoked  it  has  been  by  any  behaviour  of  these  colonies. 
From  their  first  settlement,  their  bitterest  enemies  never  fixed  on  any  of  them 
a  charge  of  disloyalty  to  their  sovereign,  or  disaffection  to  their  mother-country. 
In  the  wars  she  has  carried  on,  they  have  e>erted  tliemselves,  whenever  re- 
quired, in  giving  her  assistance ;  and  have  rendered  her  services,  which  she 
nas  publicly  acknowledged  to  be  extremely  important.  Their  fidelity,  duty 
and  usefulness  during  the  last  war,  were  frequently  and  affectionately  con- 
fessed, by  his  late  majesty,  and  the  present  king. 

The  reproaches  of  those,  who  are  most  unfriendly  to  the  freedom  of  America, 
are  principally  levelled  against  the  province  of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  but  with 
what  little  reasoh,  will  appear  by  the  following;  declarations  of  a  person,  the 
truth  of  whose  evidence,  m  their  favour,  willnot  be  questioned.  Governor 
Bernard  thus  addresses  the  two  houses  of  assembly,  in  his  speech,  on  the  S4th 
of  April,  176^,-^^  The  unanimity  and  despatch,  with  which  you  have  complied 
with  the  requisitions  of  his  majesty,  require  my  particular  acknowledgment ; 
and,  it  gives  me  additional  pleasure  to  observe,  that  you  have  therein  acted 
under  no  other  influence  than  a  due  sense  of  your  duty,  both  as  members  of  a 
general  empire,  and  as  the  body  of  a  particular  province." 

In  another  speech,  on  the  27lh  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  he  says,—"  What- 
ever shall  be  the  event  of  the  war,  it  must  be  no  small  satisfaction  to  us,  that 
this  province  hath  contributed  its  full  share  to  the  support  of  it.  Every  thing 
that  hath  been  required  of  it,  hath  been  complied  with ;  and  the  execution  en 
the  powers  committed  to  me,  for  raising  the  provincial  troops,  hath  been  as 
full  and  complete  as  the  grant  of  them.  Never,  before,  were  regiments  so 
easily  levied,  so  well  composed,  and  so  early  in  the  field  as  they  have  been 
this  year :  the  common  people  seemed  to  be  animated  with  the  spirit  of  the 
general  court,  and  to  vie,  with  them,  in  their  readiness  to  serve  the  kin^." 

Such  was  the  conduct  of  ihe  people  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  dunns  the 
last  war.  As  to  their  behaviour,  before  that  period,  it  ought  not  to  have  Men 
foreot  in  Great-Britain,  that  not  only  on  every  occasion^  they  bad  constantly 
and  cheerfully  complied  with  the  frec^uent royal  requisitions;  but,  that  chiefly 
by  their  vigorous  efforts,  Nova-Scotia  was  subdued  in  1710,  and  Louisbouig 
in  1745. 

Foreign  quarrels  being  ended,  and  the  domestic  disturbances,  that  quickly 
succeeded,  on  account  of  the  stampt-act,  being  quieted  by  its  repeal,  the 
assembly  of  Massachusetts-Bay  transmitted  an  humble  address  of  thanks  to 
the  king  and  divers  noblemen,  and  soon  after  passed  a  bill  for  granting  com- 
pensation to  the  sufferers,  in  the  disorder  occasioned  by  that  act. 

These  circumstances,  and  the  following  extracts,  from  governor  Bernard's 
letters,  in   1768»  to  the  earl  of  Sbelbume»  secretary  of  state,  clearly  shew. 
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vith  what  eratefal  tendernesa  thej  Bt^ove  to  burj»  in  oblivion,  the  unhappy 
occasion  of  the  late  discords,  and  with  what  respectful  deference  they  en« 
deavoured  to  escape  other  subjects  of  future  controversy.  "  The  house,  ^ays 
the  governor)  from  the  time  of  opening  the  session  to  this  day,  has  shewn  a 
disposition  to  avoid  all  dispute  with  me  :  every  thing  having  passed  with  as 
much  good  humour  as  I  could  desire,  except  only  their  continuing  to  act  in 
addressing  the  kin^,  remonstrating  to  the  secretary  of  state,  and  emflojing  a 
separate  agent.  It  is  the  importance  of  this  innovation,  without  anjr  wilfulness 
ofmj  own,  which  induces  me  to  make  this  remonstrance,  at  a  time  when  I 
have  a  fair  prospect  of  having,  in  all  other  business  nothing  but  good  to  say 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  house."* 

**  They  have  acted,  in  all  thines,  even  in  their  remonstrance,  with  temper 
and  modferation ;  they  have  avoided  some  subjects  of  dispute,  and  have  laid  a 
foundation  for  removing  some  causes  of  former  altercation.'t 

"  I  shall  make  such-a  prudent  and  proper  use  of  this  letter,  as  I  hope,  will 
perfectly  restore  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  this  province,  for  which  purpose 
considerable  steps  have  been  made  by  the  house  of  representatives.":^ 

The  vindication  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  contained  in  these 
letters,  will  have  greater  force,  if  it  be  considered,  that  they  were  ¥^tten 
several  months  after  the  fresh  alarm  given  to  the  colonies,  by  the  statutes 
passed  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  this  place,  it  seems  proper  to  take  notice  of  the  insinuation  of  one  of  those 
statutes,  tnat  the  interference  of  parliament  was  necessary  to  provide  for 
*•  defraying  the  charge  of  the  administration  of  justice,  the  support  of  civil 
•<  government,  and  defending  the  king's  dominions  in  America." 
^  As  to  the  two  first  articles  of  expense,  every  colony  had  made  such  provi* 
sioD,  as  by  their  respective  assemblies,  the  best  judges  on  such  occasions,  was 
thou^t  expedient,  and  suitable  to  their  several  circumstances :  respecting  the 
last,  it  is  well  known  to  all  men,  the  least  acauainted  with  American  anairs, 
that  the  colonies  were  established,  and  generally  defended  themselves,  without 
the  least  assistance  from  Great-Britain ;  and  that,  at  the  time  of  her  taxing 
them,  by  the  statutes  before  mentioned,  most  of  them  were  labouring  Under 
very  heavy  debts  contracted  in  the  last  war.  So  far  were  they  from  sparing 
their  money,  when  their  sovereign,  constitutionally,  asked  tneir  aids,  that 
daring  the  course  of  that  war,  parliament  repeatedly  made  them  con^pensa- 
tioQS  for  the  expenses  of  those  strenuous  efforts,  which,  consulting  their  zeal, 
rather  than  their  strenfl;th,  they  had  cheerfully  incurred. 

Severe  as  the  acts  of  parliament,  before  mentioned,  are,  yet  the  conduct  of 
administration  hath  been  equally  injurious,  and  irritating,  to  this  devoted' 
country. 

Umfer  pretence  of  gover^ng  them,  so  many  new  institutions,  uniformly  rigid 
and  dangerous,  have  been  introduced,  as  could  only  be  expected  from  in- 
censed masters,  for  collecting  the  tribute,  or  rather  the  plunder,  of  coitquered 
provinces. 

By  an  order  of  the  king,  the  authority  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  under 
him,  of  the  brigadier-generals,  in  time  of  peace,  is  rendered  supreme  in  all  the 
civil  ffovemments,  in  America ;  and  thus,  an  uncontroulable  military  power  is 
vested  in  officers,  not  known  to  the  constitution  of  these  colonies. 

A  large  body  of  troops,  and  a  considerable  armament  of  ships  of  war,  have 
been  sent  to  assist  in  taking  their  money  without  their  consent. 

Expensive  and  oppressive  offices  have  been  multiplied,  and  the  acts  of  cor- 
ruption industriously  practised  to  divide  and  destroy. 

The  judges  of  the  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts,  are  empowered  to 
receiye  their  saUries  and  fees  from  the  effects  to  be  condemned  by  themselves. 

*  January  21, 1768.       f  Januaiy  30,  1769.        \  Februaiy  3, 1T69» 
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The  commissioners  of  the  customs  are  empowered  to  break  open  and' enter 
houses,  without  the  authority  of  any  civil  magistrate,  founded  on  l^al  kifbr- 

mation.  ~  '  .    i    j        j  l 

Judges  of  courts  of  common  law,  have  been  made  entirely  dependent  on  the 

crovm  for  their  commissions  and  salaries. 

A  court  has  been  established  at  Rhode-Island,  for  die  purpoaes  of  taking 
colonists  to  England  to  be  tried. 

Humble  and  reasonable  petitions,  from  the  representatives  of  the  people^have 
been  frequently  treated  with  contempt:  and  assemblies  have  been  repeatedly 
and  arbitrarily  dissolved. 

From  some  few  instances,  it  will  6u£Eiciently  appear,  on  what  pretences  of 
justice  those  dissolutions  have  been  founded. 

llie  tranquillity  of  the  colonies  having  been  a^ain  disturbed,  aa  has  been 
mentioned  by  the  statutes  of  the  year  1767,  the  earl  of  Hillsborough*  secretary 
of  state,  in  a  letter  to  governor  Bernard,  dated  April  22, 1768,  censures  the 
**ni«8umption"  of  the  house  of  representatives  for  "resolving  upon  a  measure 
ot  so  inflammatory  a  nature,  as  that  of  vrritin^  to  the  other  colonies,  on  tiie 
sulgect  of  tiheir  intended  representations  aje;ainst  some  late  acta  of  parlia- 
ment,** then  declares,  that "  his  majesty  considers  this  step  as  evidently  tendii^ 
to  create  unwarrantable  combinations,  to  excite  an  unjustifiable  opposition  to 
the  constitutioni^  authority  of  parliament :" — and  afterwards  adds,  "  It  isAc 
^  king's  pleasure,  that  as  soon  as  the  general  court  is  again  assembled,  at  the 
*«  time  prescribed  by  the  charter,  you  should  require  of  the  house  of  representa- 
<<  lives,  in  his  majesty's  name,  to  rescind  the  resolution  which  gave  birth  to  the 
<*  circular  letter  irom  the  sp^er,  and  to  declare  their  disapprobation  of^  and 
*<  dissent  to,  that  rash  and  hasty  proceeding." 

^  If  the  new  assembly  should  refuse  to  comply  with  his  majesty's  reasonable 
<<  expectation,  it  is  the  king^s  pleasure  that  you  should  immediately  dissolve 
*<thcm." 

This  letter  being  laid  before  the  house,  and  the  resolution  not  being  rescinded, 
according  to  order,  the  assembly  was  dissolved.  A  letter  of  a  similar  nature 
was  sent  to  other  governors  to  procure  resolutions,  approving  the  conduct  of 
the  representatires  of  Massachusetts- Bay»  to  be  rescinded  also ;  and  the  houses 
of  representatives  in  other  colonies,  refusing  to  comply,  assemblies  were  dis- 
solved. 

These  mandates  spoke  a  language,  to  which  the  ears  of  English  sul^ecta-had 
for  several  j^nerations  been  strangers.  The  nature  of  assemblies  implies  a 
power  and  right  of  deliberation ;  but  these  commands,  proscribine  the  exercise 
of  judgment  on  the  propriety  of  the  requisitions  made,  left  to  the  assemblies 
only  the  election  between  dictated  submission,  and  threatened  punishment :  A 
punishment  too,  founded  on  no  other  act,  than  such  as  is  deemed  innocent 
even  in  slaves— of  agreeing  in  petitions  for  redress  of  grievances,  that  equally 
afiectall. 

The  (lostile  and  ui^ustifiable  invasion  of  the  town  of  Boston,  soon  followed 
these  events,  in  the  same  year ;  though  that  town,  the  province  in  which  it  is 
situated,  and  all  the  colomes,  from  awiorrence  of  a  contest  with  their  parent 
state,  permitted  the  execution,  even  of  those*  statutes,  a^nst  which  they  so 
unanimously  were  complainina,  remonstrating,  and  supplicating. 

Administration,  determinectto  subdue  a  spirit  of  freedom,  vrhich  En|^sh 
ministers  should  have  rejoiced  to  cherish,  entered  into  amonopolixing  combina- 
tion with  the  Bast-India  company,  to  send  to  this  continent  vast  quantities  of 
tea,  an  article  on  which  a  duty  was  laid  by  a  statute^  that,  in  a  particidar  man- 
ner, attacked  the  liberties  of  America,  and  which,  tiierefore,  the  iidiabitants  of 
these  colonies  had  resolved  not  to  import.  The  cargo  sent  to  Soutii-Carolina 
was  stored,  and  not  allowed  to  be  sold.  Those  sent  to  Philadelphia  and  New- 
York,  were  not  permitted  to  be  landed.  That  sent  to  Boston  was  destroyed, 
because  governor  Hutchinson  would  not  suffer  it  to  be  returned. 
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On  Hie  iBteUigence  of  these  transactions  arrivinff  in  Great  Britain,  the  public 

Spirited  town  last  mentionetl,  was  singled  out  for  destruction,  and  it  was 
eiennined  the  province  it  belongs  to  uiould  partake  of  its  fate.  In  the  last 
sessimi  of  parliament^  therefore,  were  pasf^  the  act  for  shutting  up  the  port  of 
Boston,  indemnifying  the  murderers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Massacnusetts-Bay, 
and  chan|;ing  their  chartered  constitution  of  government.  To  enforce  these  acts, 
that  province  is  again  invaded  bj  a  fleet  and  army. 

To  mention  these  outrageous  proceedings,  is  sufficient  to  explain  them.  For 
thou^  it  is  pretended  that  the  province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  has  been  par- 
ticularly disrespectful  to  Great-Britain,  jetj  in  truth,  the  behaviour  of  the 
Eeople  in  other  colonies,  has  been  an  equal  *'  opposition  to  the  power  assumed 
y  parliament."  No  step,  however,  has  been  taken  against  any  of  the  rest. 
7  his  artful  conduct  conceals  several  designs.  It  is  expected  that  the  province 
of  Massachusetts-Bay  will  be  irritated  into  some  violent  action,  tnat  may 
displease  the  rest  of  the  continent,  or  that  may  induce  the  people  of  Great- 
Bntain  to  approve  the  meditated  vengeance  of  an  imprudent  and  exasperated 
ministry,  li  the  unexampled  pacific  temper  of  that  province  shall  disappoint 
this  part  of  the  plan,  it  is  hoped  the  other  colonies  will  be  so  far  intimidated, 
as  to  desert  their  brethren,  suffering  in  a  common  cause,  and  that  tiius  disunited, 
all  may  be  subdued. 

To  promote  these  designs,  another  measure  has  been  pursued.  In  the  ses- 
sion or  parliament,  last  mentioned,  an  act  was  passed  for  chan^g  the  govern- 
ment ot  Quebec,  by  which  act  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  instead  of  being 
tolerated,  as  stipulated  b^  the  treaty  of  peace,  is  established ;  and  the  people 
there  are  deprived  of  a  risht  to  an  assembly,  trials  by  jury,  and  the  English 
laws,  in  civil  cases,  are  abolished,  and  instead  thereof  the  French  laws  are 
established,  in  direct  violation  of  his  majesty's  promise  by  his  royal  proclama- 
tion, under  thefiuth  of  which  many  English  subjects  settled  in  that  province, 
and  the  limits  of  that  province,  are  extended  so  as  to  comprehend  those  vast 
remons,  Ihat  lie  adjoining  *to  the  northerly  and  westeriy  boundaries  of  these 
colonies. 

The  authors  of  this  arbitrary  arrangement  flatter  themselves,  that  the  inhab- 
itants, deprived  of  liberty,  and  artfuUjr  provoked  against  those  of  another  relision, 
will  be  fmper  instruments  for  assisting  in  the  oppression  of  such  as  differ  from 
them  in  modes  of  government  and  faith. 

From  the  detail  of  fiusts,  herein  before  recited,  as  well  as  from  authentic  in- 
telligence received,  it  is  clear  beyond  a  doubt,  that  a  resolution  is  formed,  and 
now  carrying  into  execution,  to  extinguish  the  freedom  of  these  colonies,  by  sub- 
jecting Aem  to  a  despotic  government. 

At  this  unhappy  pmod,wehave  been  authorized  and  directed  to  meet  and 
consult  together,  tor  the  welfare  'of  our  common  country.  We  accepted  die  im- 
portant trust  with  diffidence,  but  have  endeavoured  to  aischarge  it  with  integrity. 
Though  the  state  of  these  colonies  would  certainly  justify  other  measures  dian  we 
have  advised,  yetwrighty  reasons  determined  us  to  prefer  those  which  we  have 
adopted.  In  the  first  place,  it  appeared  to  us  a  conduct  becoming  the  character 
these  colonies  have  ever  sustained,  to  perform,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  unnatural 
distresses  and  imminent  dangers  that  surround  them,  every  act  of  loyalty,  and 
dierefore^  we  were  induced  once  more  to  offer  to  his  majesty,  the  petitions  ot  his 
faithful  and  oppressed  subjects  in  America.  Secondly,  regarding  with  the  ten- 
der aCection,  which  we  knew  to  be  so  universal  among  our  countrymen,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  kingdom,  from  which  we  derive  our  origin,  we  could  not  forbear  to 
regulate  our  steps  by  an  expectation  of  receiving  rail  conviction,  that  the  colo- 
nists are  equally  dear  to  them.  Between  these  provinces  and  that  body  subsists 
the  social  bana,  which  we  ardently  wish  may  never  be  dissolved,  and  which 
cannot  be  dissolved,  until  their  minas  shall  become  indisputably  hostile^  or  their 
in&ttentiibn  shall  penuitthose,  who  are  thus  hostile,  to  persist  in  prosecuting,  with 
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the  powers  of  the  realm,  the  destnictiYe  measures  already  operating  against  the 
colonists,  and,  in  either  case,  shall  reduce  tiie  latter  to  sued  a  situation,  that  they 
shall  be  compelled  to  renounce  every  reeard,  but  that  of  self-presenration.  Not- 
withstanding the  violence  with  wMcli  anairs  have  been  impelled,  they  have  not  jet 
reached  that  fatal  point.  We  do  not  incline  to  accelerate  their  motion,  already 
alarmingly  rapid ;  we  have  chosen  a  method  of  opposition,  that  does  not  preclude 
a  hearty  reconciliation  with  our  fellow-citizens,  on  the  other  ride  of  the  Atlantic. 
We  deeply  deplore  the  urgent  necesrity,  that  presses  us  to  an  immediate  inter- 
ruption of  commerce,  that  may  prove  injurious  to  them.  We  trust  they  will  acquit 
us  of  any  unkind  intentions  towards  them,by  reflecting,  that  we  4Lre  driven  by 
the  hands  of  violence,  into  unexperienced  ana  unexpected  public  convulsions, 
and  that  we  are  contending  for  freedom,  so  often  contended  tbr'by  our  ancestors. 

The  people  of  England  will  soon  have  an  opportunity  of  declaring  their  senti- 
ments concerning  our  cause.  *  In  their  piety,  ^uerosity,  and  goml  sense,  we 
repose  high  confidence ;  and  cannot,  upon  a  review  of  past  events,  be  persuaded, 
that  they,  the  defenders  of  true  religion,  and  the  asserters  of  the  ri^ts  of  man- 
kind, will  take  part  against  their  affectionate  Protestant  brethren  in  the  coloiiies, 
in  favour  of  our  open  and  their  own  secret  enemies,  whose  intrigues,  for  seve- 
ral years  past,  have  been  wholly  exercised  in  sapping  the  foundations  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty. 

Another  reason,  that  ensaged  us  to  prefer  the  commercial  modeof  olppoaition, 
arose  from  an  assurance,  that  the  mode  will  prove  efficacious,  if  it  be  persisted 
in  With  fidelity  and  virtue;  and  that  your  conduct  will  be  influenced  by  tiiese 
laudable  principles,  cannot  be  questipned.  Your  own  salvation,  and  that  of 
your  posterity,  now  depends  upon  yourselves.  You  have  already  shewn  tiiat 
you  entertain  a  proper  sense  of  th^  blessings  you  are  striving  to  retain. 
Against  the  temporary  inconveniencies  you  may  suffer  from  a  stoppage  of 
trade,  you  will  weigh  m  the  opposite  balance,  the  endless  miseries  you  and  your 
descendants  must  endure,  from  an  established  arbitrary  power.  You  will  not 
forget  the  honour  of  your  country,  that  must,  from  your  behaviour,  take  its  title 
in  the  estimation  of  the  world,  to  glory,  or  to  shame ;  and  you  will,  with  the 
deepest  attention,  reflect,  that  if  the  peaceable  mode  of  opposition,  recom- 
mended by  us,  be  broken  and  rendered  ineffectual,  as  your  cruel  and  haughty 
ministerial  enemies,  from  a  contemptuous  opinion  of  your  firmness,  insolently 

Sredict  will  be  the  case,  you  must  inevitably  be  reduced  to  chuse,  rither  a  more 
angerous  contest,  or  a  final,  ruinous,  and  infiimous  submission. 

Motives  thus  cogent,  arising  from  the  emergency  of  your  unha|^y  condition, 
must  excite  your  utmost  diligence  and  zeal,  to  give  all  possible  strei^;th  and 
energy  to  the  pacific  measures  calculated  for  your  relief:  But  we  think  our- 
selves bound  in  duty,  to  observe  to  you,  that  the  schemes  agitated  against  these 
colonies,  have  been  so  conducted,  as  to  render  it  prudent,  that  you  should  extend 
^our  views  to  mournful  events,  and  be,  in  all  respects,  prepared  for.  every  con- 
tin^ncy.  Above  all  things,  we  earnestly  intreat.  you,  with  devotion  of  spirit, 
penitence  of  heart,  and  amendment  of  Uk,  to  humble  yourselves  and  implore 
the  favour  of  Almighty  God :  and  we  fervently  beseech  his  divine  goodness,  to 
take  you  into  his  gracious  protection. 

Besolved,  That  an  address  be  prepared  to  the  peiqple  of  Quebec,  and  letters 
to  the  colonies  of  St.  John's,  Nova-Scotia,  Georgia,  East  and  West  Florida, 
who  have  not  deputies  to  represent  them  in  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr  Cushmg,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Dickinson,  be  a  committee 
io  prepare  the  above  address  and  letters. 

The  address  to  the  king  being  brought  in,  was  read,  and  after  some  debate. 

Ordered,  lliat  the  same  be  re-committed»  and  that  Mr.  J.  Dickinson,  be 
added  to  the  committee. 

Upon  motion, 

Besolved,  That  the  seizing,  or  attempting  to  sfeize,  any  person  in  America, 
in  order  to  transport  such  person  beyond  the  sea,  for  trial  of  offences,  commit* 
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ted  within  the  body  of  a  coanty  in  America,  being  against  law,  will  justify^ 
and  ou^t  to  meet  with  resistance  and  reprisal. 

SATURDAY,  Qchber  22,  1774. 

The  hen.  Peyton  Randolph,  esa.  being  unable  to  attend,  on  account  of 
indisposition,  the  hon.  Henry  Middfeton,  esq.  was  chosen  to  supply  his  place, 
as  president. 

An  address  from  Christopher  Tully  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress,  as  corrected, 
be  sent  to  die  press,  and  printed  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Biddle,  Mr.  Dick- 
inson, and  the  secretary. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  it  will  be  necessary,  that 
another  Congjress  should  be  held  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  unless  the 
redress  of  grievances,  which  we  have  desired,  be  obtainea  before  that  time* 
And  we  recommend,  that  the  same  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
that  all  the  colonies,  in  North- America,  chuse  deputies,  as  soon  as  possible^ 
to  attend  such  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  colonies  of  St.  John's, 
&c.  reported  a  drau^t,  which  was  read,  and  being  amended,  the  same  was 
approved,  and  is  as  follows : 

PHILADELPHIA,  Odober  22, 1774. 
<<  Gentlemek, 

<'  The  present  critical  and  truly  alarming  state  of  American  affairs,  haVing 
been  considered  in  a  general  Confess  of  deputies,  from  the  colonies  of  New- 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 
Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsvlvania  New-Castle,  Kent,  and 
Sussex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  Soutii-Carolina, 
with  that  attention  and  mature  delil^ration,  which  the  important  nature  of  the 
case  demands,  they  have  determined*  for  themselves  and  the  colcmies  they  re- 
present, on  the  measures  contained  in  the  enclosed  papers ;  which  measures 
the  V  recommend  to  your  colony  to  be  adopted  with  all  the  earnestness,  that  a 
well  directed  zeal  for  American  liberty  can  prompt. 

^  So  rapidly  violent  and  unjust  has  been  the  late,  conduct  of  the  British 
administration  aeainst  the  colonies,  that  either  a  base  and  slavish  submission, 
under  the  loss  of  their  ancient,  just,  and  constitutional  liberty,  must  quickly 
take  place,  or  an  adequati^  opposition  be  formed. 

"  We  pray  God  to  take  you  under  his  protection,  and  to  preserve  the  freedom 
and  happiness  of  the  whole  British  empire. 

**  By  order  of  the  Congress, 

"  HENRY  MIDDLETON,  President^' 

MONDAY,  Oi^ober  24,  1774. 

The  address  to  the  people  of  Quebec,  being  brought  in,  was  read,  and  after 
some  debate  was  re-committed. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  address  to  the  king  was  re-committed,  reported 
a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  to- 
morrow. 

TUESDAY,  October  25, 1774. 

The  Confess  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  address  to  his  majesty,  and 
the  same  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was,  after  some  amendments,  approved 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Besolved,  That  the  address  to  the  king,  be  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  the  seve-* 
ral  colony  agents,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  by  them  presented  to  his 
majesty ;  and  that  the  agents  be  requested  to  call  in  the  aid  of  such  noblemen 
ana  gentlemen  as  are  esteemed  firm  friends  to  American  liberty. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lee»  and  Mr.  Jaj^,  prepare  a  letter  to  the  asents. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress*  in  their  own  names,  and  in  behuf  of  all  those 
whom  they  represent,  do  present  their  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
those  truly  noble,  honourable,  and  patriotic  advocates  of  civil  ana  religious 
liberty,  who  have  so  senerouslj  and  powerfully,  though  unsuccessfully,  es- 
poused and  defended  me  cause  of  America,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament 

WEDNESDAY,  October  26,  1774. 

Tlie  letter  to  the  agents,  being  brought  in  by  the  committee,  was  read,  and 
approved  as  follows  :— 

PHILADELPHIA,  Oefodcr  26, 1774.     . 
*•  Gentlemen, 

**  We  give  you  the  strongest  proof  of  our  reliance  on  your  zeal  and  at* 
tachment  to  the  happiness  of  America,  and  the  cause  of  liberty,  when  we  commit 
the  enclosed  paper  to  your  care* 

"  We  desire  you  will  deliver  the  petition  into  the  hands  of  his  majesty,  aad 
after  it  has  been  presented,  we  wish  it  may  be  made  public  through  the  press» 
together  with  the  list  of  grievances*  And  as  we  hope  for  great  assistance  from 
the  spirit,  virtue,  and  justice  of  the  nation,  it  is  our  earnest  desire,  tliat  the  most 
effectual  care  be  taken,  as  early  as  possible,  to  furnish  the  trading  cities,  and 
manufacturing  towns,  throughout  the  united  kingdom,  with  our  memorial  to 
the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

*^  We  doubt  not,  but  your  good  sense  and  discernment,  will  lead  you  to  avail 
yourselves  of  every  assistance,  that  may  be  derived  from  the  advice  and  friend- 
ship of  all  great  and  good  men  who  may  incline  to  aid  the  cause  of  liberty 
ana  mankind. 

''  The  gratitude  of  America,  expressed  in  the  enclosed  vote  of  thanks,  we 
desire  may  be  conveyed  to  the  deserving  objects  of  it,  in  the  mapner  yoa  think 
will  be  most  acceptable  to  them. 

^  It  is  proposed,  that  another  Congress  be  held  on  the  tenth  of  May  next,  at 
this  place,  but  in  the  mean  time,  we  beg  the  favour  of  you,  gentlemen,  to 
transmit  to  the  speakers  of  the  several  assemblies,  the  earliest  information  of 
the  most  authentic  accounts  you  can  collect,  of  all  such  conduct  and  designs 
of  ministry  vOr  parliament,  as  it  ma^  concern  America  to  know. 

'*  We  are,  with  unfeigned  esteem  and  regard.  Gentlemen*  &c. 

"  Bj  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Congress, 

••  HENRY  MIDDLETON.  Presufent." 

To  Paul  Wentworth,  e«}.  Thomas  Life,  esq. 
Doctor  fienu  Franklin,  Edmund  Buii^,  esq. 
Wainm  Bdllen,  esq.  Charles  Garth,  esq. 
l>octor  Arthur  Lee. 

The  committee,  to  whom,  the  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec  was  re- 
committed, reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  being  debated  by  pan* 
graphs  and  amended,  was  approved,  and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  PKmnee  of  Quebee. 

FniEKns  AKn  fellow-subjects, 

WE,  the  delegates  of  the  colonies  of  New-Hampshire,  Massacbusetts-Baj, 
Ehode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  counties  of  New-Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Dela* 
ware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South -Carolina,  deputed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  die  said  colonies,  to  represent  them  in  a  general  Congress,  at 
Philadelphia,  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  to  consult  together,  concerning 
the  best  methods  to  obtain  redress  of  our  afflicting  grievances ;  having  ac- 
cordingly assembled,  and  taken  into  our  most  serious  consideration,  the  «tate 
of  pubac  affairs  on  this  continent,  have  thought  proper  to  address  your  proTince^ 
as  a  member  therein  deeply  interested. 
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>■■■■■  'T  ,,  Iff  J  I  I  H  *     '  : 

When  the  fortime  of  war,  after  a  gallant  and  glorious  resistance,  had  incor- 
porated joxk  with  the  bodj  of  English  subjects,  we  rejoiced  in  the  truly  valua- 
Die  adfUtion,  both  on  our  own  and  your  account ;  expecting,  as  courage  and 
generosity  are  naturally  united,  our  brave  enemies  would  become  ourtiearty 
irienda,  and  diat  the  divine  Being  would  bless  to  you  the  dispensations  of  his 
over-ruling  providence,  by  securing  to  you,  and  your  latest  posterity,  the  in- 
estimable advantages  of  a  free  English  constitution  of  government,  which  it  is 
theprivil^;e  of  all  Eni^ish  subjects  to  enjo^. 

Tnese  hopes  were  confirmed  by  the  king's  proclamation,  issued  in  the 
year  ir6d,  plighting  the  public  faith  for  your  full  enjoyment  of  those 
advantages. 

Little  did  we  imagine  that  any  succeeding  ministers  would  so  audaciously 
and  cruelly  abuse  the  royal  authority,  as  to  withhold  from  vou  the  fruition  of 
the  irrevocable  rights,  to  which  you  were  thus  justly  entitlea. 

But  unce  we  have  lived  to  see  the  unexpected  time,  when  ministers  of  this 
flagitious  temper,  have  dared  to  violate  the  most  sacred  compacts  and*  obliga- 
tions, and  as  you,  educated  under  another  form  of  government,  have  artfiuly 
been  kept  from  discovering  the  unspeakable  worth  of  that  form  you  are  now 
undoubtedly  entitled  to,  we  esteem  it  our  duty,  for  the  weighty  reasons  here- 
inafiter  mentioned,  to  explain  Co  you  some  of  its  most  important  branches. 

"  In  ererj  human  society,"  says  the  celebrated  Marquis  Beccaria,  "  there 
is  an  effort  continually  tending  to  confer  on  one  part  the  height  of  power  and 
happiness,  and  to  reduce  the  other  to  the  extreme  of  weakness  and  misery, 
llie  intent  of  good  laws  is  to  oppose  this  effort,  and  to  diffuse  their  influence 
universally  and  equally." 

Rulers  stimulated  by  this  pernicious  **  effort,"  and  subjects  animated  by  the 
just "  intent  of  opposing  gooa  laws  against  it,"  have  occasioned  that  vast  varie- 
ty of  events,  that  fill  the  histories  of  so  many  nations.  All  these  histories 
a.emonstrate  the  truth  of  this  simple  position,  that  to  live  by  the  will  of  one 
man,  or  set  of  men,  is  the  production  of  misery  to  all  men. 

On  the  solid  foundation  of  this  principle.  Englishmen  reared  up  the  fabrick 
of  their  constitution  with  such  a  strength,  as  tor  a^s  to  defy  time,  tyranny, 
treachery,  internal  and  foreign  wars :  And,  as  an  ulustrious  audior*  of  your 
nation,  hereafter  mentioned,  observes,—**  They  gave  the  people  of  their  colo- 
nies, the  form  of  their  own  government,  and  this  government  canying 
prosperity  along  with  it,  they  t^ve  grown  great  nations  in  die  forests  they 
were  sent  to  inhabit." 

In  this  form,  the  first  grand  riglit,  is  that  of  the  people  having  a  share  in 
their  own  government,  bv  their  representatives  chosen  by  themselves,  and  in 
consequence  of  beiiug  nued  by  laws  which  they  themselves  approve,  not  by 
edicts  of  men,  over  whom  they  nave  no  controul.  This  is  a  bulwark  surround- 
ina;  and  defending  their  property,  so  that  no  portions  of  it  can  legally  bfe 
tak^n  from  tiiem,  but  with  iheir  own  full  and  free  consent,  when  they  in  their 
judgment  deem  it  just  and  necessary  to  give  them  for  public  services,  and 
precisely  direct  the  easiest,  cheapest,  and  most  equal  methods  in  which  they 
shall  be  collected. 

The  influence  of  this  right  extends  still  fartlier.  If  money  is  wanted  by 
rulers,  who  have  in  any  manner  o|qiressed  the  people,  they  may  retain  it,  until 
their  grievances  are  redressed ;  and  thus  peaceably  procure  relief,  without 
trusting  to  despised  petitions,  or  disturbing  the  public  tranquillity. 

The  next  great  rig|nt  is  that  of  trial  by  jury.  This  provides,  that  neither 
life,  libttty,  nor  property,  can  be  taken  from  the  jpossessor,  until  twelve  of  his 
unexceptionaUe  countrymen  and  peers  of  his  vicinase,  who  from  that  neigh- 
bottihood  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  be  acquainted  with  hi6  character,  and 

*  Montesqiueu, 
VoL.,I.  6 
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the  characters  of  the  witnesses,  upon  a  fair  trial*  and  full  enquiry,  face  to  face, 
in  open  court,  before  as  many  of  the  people  as  chuse  to  attend,  shall  pass  their 
sentence  upon  oath  against  liim ;  a  sentence  that  cannot  injure  him,  without 
injuring  their  own  reputation,  and  prohabi  j  their  interest  also ;  as  the  qnestion 
may  turn  on  points,  that,  in  some  aegree,  concern  the  general  welfare ;  and,  if 
it  does  not,  their  yerdict  may  form  a  precedent,  that,  on  a  similar  trial  of  their 
own,  may  militate  against  themselves. 

Another  right  relates  merely  to  the  liberty  of  the  person.  If  a  subject  is 
seized  and  imprisoned,  thou^  by  order  of  government,  he  may,  by  virtue  of 
this  right,  immediately  obtam  a  writ,  termed  a  hahBOs  eorpu^  from  a  jud^ 
whose  sworn  duty  it  is  to  grant  it,  and  thereupon  procure  any  illegal  restraint 
to  be  quickly  enquired  into,  and  redressed. 

A  fourth  right,  is  that  of  holding  lands  by  the  tenure  of  easy  rents,  and  not 
by  rigorous  and  oppressive  services,  frequently  forcing  the  possessors  from  their 
famines,  and  their  business,  to  perform  what  ought  to  be  done,  in  all  well  re- 
gulated states,  by  men  hired  for  the  purpose. 

The  last  right  we  shall  mention,  regards  the  freedom  of  the  press.  The 
importance  of  this  consists,  besides  the  advancement  of  truth,  science,  morality, 
ana  arts  in  general,  in  its  diffusion 'of  liberal  sentiments  on  the  administration 
of  government,  its  ready  communication  of  thoughts  between  subjects,  and  its 
consequential  promotion  of  union  among  them,  whereby  oppressive  officers  are 
shamed  or  intimidated,  into  more  honourable  and  just  modes  of  conductiiig 
affairs. 

These  are  the  invaluable  rights,  that  form  a  considerable  part  of  our  mild 
system  of  government ;  that,  sending  its  equitable  enei^  through  all  ranks 
and  classes  of  men,  defends  the  poor  from  the  rich,  the  weak  from  the  power- 
fill,  the  industrious  from  the  rapacious,  the  peaceable  from  the  violent,  the 
tenants  from  the  lords,  and  all  from  their  superiors. 

These  are  the  rights,  without  which  a  people  cannot  be  free  and  happy,  and 
under  the  protecting  and  encouraging  influence  of  which,  these  colonies  have 
hitherto  so  amazingly  flourished  and  mcreased.  These  are  the  rights,  a  profli- 
gate ministry  are  now  striving,  by  force  of  arms,  to  ravish  from  us,  and  which 
we  are,  with  one  mind,  resolved  never  to  resign  but  with  our  lives. 

These  are  the  rights  you  arc  entitled  to,  and  ought,  at  ^is  moment,  in  p^- 
fection,  to  exercise.  And  what  is  differed  to  you  by  the  late  act  of  parliament 
in  their  place?  Liberty  of  conscience  in  your  religion?  No.,  Chia  gave  it  to 
you;  ana  the  teminiral  powers  with  which  you  have  been  and  are  connected, 
firmly  stipulated  ror  your  enjoyment  of  it.  If  laws,  divine  md  human,  coold 
secure  Ht  against  the  despotic  caprices  of  wicked  men,  it  was  secured  before. 
Are  the  French  laws  in  civil  cases  restored?  It  seems  so.  But  observe  the 
cautious  kindness  of  the  ministers,  who  pretend  to  be  your  benefactors*  The 
words  of  the  statute  are— that  those  '*  laws  shall  be  the  rule,  until  they  shall 
'^be  varied  or  altered  by  any  ordinances  of  the  governor  and  covncil.*'  Is  the 
^certainty  and  lenity  of  the  criminal  law  of  England  and  its  benefits  and  ad* 
'*  vantages,"  commended  in  the  said  statute,  ana  said  to  ^  have  been  senably 
felt  by  you,"  secured  to  you  and  your  descendants?  No.  They  too  ar«  sub- 
jected to  arbitrary  ** alterations"  by  the  governor  and  council;  and  a  power  is 
expressly  reserved  of  appointing  <<such  courts  of  criminal,  civil,  and  ecelesi- 
asttcal  jurisdiction,  as  shall  be  thought  proper."  8ueh  is  theprecarions  tenure 
of  mere  will,  by  which  you  hold  your  lives  and  religion.  The  chiwn  and  its 
ministers  are  empow^ed,  as  far  as  they  could  be  by  parliament,  to  estabKsh 
even  the  inquisition  itself  among  you.  Have  you  an  assembly  composed  ^f 
worthy  men,  elected  by  yourselves,  and  in  whom  you  can  confide,  to  make  lavra 
for  you,  to  watch  bver  your  welfare,  and  to  direct  in  what  quantity,  and  in 
what  manner,  your  money  shalj  be  taken  from  you?  No.  The  power  of 
making  laws  for  you  is  lodged  in  the  governor  and  conncil,  all  of  them  depend- 
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•nt  upon,  and  removeable  at,  the  pleaaure  of  a  minister.  Besides,  another  late 
atatttte,  made  without  your  consent,  has  subjected  jou  to  the  impositionB  of 
excise ;  the  horror  of  all  free  states ;  thus  wresting  your  property  from  you  by 
the  most  odious  of  taxes,  and  laying  open  to  insolent  tax-gatherers,  houses, 
the  scenes  of  domestic  peace  and  comfort,  and  called  the  castles  of  English 
subjects  in  the  books  of  their  law.  And  in  the  very  act  for  altering  your  go* 
▼emment,  and  intended  to  flatter  you,  you  are  not  authorized  to  ^  assess,  ievy^ 
or  apply  any  rates  and  taxes,  but  for  the  inferior  purposes  of  making  roads, 
and  erecting  and  repairing  public  buildings,  or  for  other  local  conveniences, 
within  your  respective  towns  and  districts.?'  Why  this  degrading  distinction? 
Ousht  not  the  property,  honestly  acquired  by  Canadians,  to  be  held  as  sacred 
as  uiat  of  Engfishmen  ?  Have  not  Canadians  sense  enough  to  attend  to  any 
other  public  amirs,  than  gathering  stones  from  one  place,  and  piling  them  up 
id  another?  Unhappy  people!  who  are  not  only  injured,  but  insul^d.  Nay 
morel— With  such  a.  superlative  contempt  of  your  understanding  and  spirit^ 
has  an  insolent  ministry  presumed  to  think  of  you,  our  respectable  fellow- 
subjects,  according  to  the  informati6n  we  liave  received,*  as  firmly  to  persuade 
themselves  that  your  gratitude,  for  the  injuries  and  insults  they  have  recently 
offered  to  you,  will  engage  you  to  take  up  arms,  and  reader  yourselves  die 
ridicuie  and  detestation  of  the  world,  by  oecominff  tools,  in  their  hands,  to 
assist  them  in  taking  that  freedom  from  us,  which  uiey  have  treacherously  de* 
nied  to  you;  the  unavoidable  consequeince  of  which  atteippt,  if  successful, 
would  be  the  extinction  of  all  hopes  of  you  or  your  posterity  being  ever  re- 
stored to  freedpm :  For  idiocy  itself  cannot  believe,  that,  when  their  drudg^y 
is  performed,  they  will  treat  you  with  less  cruelty  than  they  have  us,  who  are 
of  the  same  blood  with  tliemselves. 

What  would  your  countryman,  the  immortal  Montesquieu,  have  said  to  ^ch 
a  plan  of  domination,  as  has  been  framed  for  you  ?  Hear  his  words,  witli  an 
intenseness  of  thought  suited  to  the  importance  of  the  subjectw^-"  In  a  free 
state,  every  man,  who  is  supposed  a  free  agent,  ought  to  be  concerned  in  his 
own  government :  Therefore  the  legislative  should  remde  in  the  whole  body  of 
the  peo[^e,  or  their  representatives." — *'  The  political  liberty  of  the  subject  is 
a  tranquillity  of  mind,  arising  from  the  opinion  each  person  has  of  his  safety. 
In  order  to  nave' this  liberty,  it  is  requisite  the  government  be  so  constituted, 
as  that  one  man  need  not  be  afraid  of  another.  When  the  power  of  making 
laws  and  the  power  of  executing  them,  are  united  in  the  same  person,  or  in  the 
same  body  of  magistrates,  there  can  be  no  liberty ;  because  apprehensions 
may  arise,  lest  the  same  monarch  or  senate,  should  enact  tyrannical  laws,  to 
execute  them  in  a  tyrannical  manner," 

"  The  power  of  judging  should  be  exercised  by  persons  taken  from  the  body 
of  the  people,  at  certam  times  of  the  year,  and  pursuant  to  a  form  and  manneff 
prescribed  by  law.  There  is  no  liberty,  if  the  power  of  judging  be  not  sepa^ 
rated  from  the  legislative  and  executive  powers." 

*'  Military  men  belong  to  a  profession,  which  may  be  useful,  but  is  often 
dangerous."— <<  The  emoyment  of  liberty,  and  even  its  support  and  preservation, 
consists  in  every  man^s  being  allowed  to  speak  his  tnoughts,  and  lay  open 
his  sentiments." 

Anply  these  decisive  maxims,  sanctified  by  the  authority  of  a  name  whidi 
all  Europe  reveres,  to  your  own  state.  You  have  a  governor,  it  may  be  ui^d, 
vested  with  the  executive  powers, or  the  powers  of  administration:  In  him» 
and  in  your  council,  is  lodged  the  power  ot  makins  laws.  You  have  judges, 
who  are  to  decide  every  cause  affecting  your  lives,  liberty  oi'  property.  Here 
is,  indeed,  an  appearance  of  the  several  powers  being  separatea  and  distributed 
into  different  hands,  for  checks,  one  upon  another ;  the  only  effectual  mode 
ever  invented  by  the  wit  of  meii,.to  promote  their  freedom  and  prosperity.  Bvl 
scorning  to  be  iuuded  by  a  tinseUea  outside,  and  excrtiag  the  natural  sagacity 
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of  Frenchmen!  examine  the  specions  device,  and  70a  will  find  it,  to  use  an 
expression  of  holy  writ,  '*  a  wnite  sepulchre,"  for  burying  your  lives,  libert  j 
and  property. 

Your  judges,  and  your  le^slative  council,  as  it  is  called,  are  dqiendent  oa 
your  governor,  and  he  is  dependent  on  the  servant  of  the  crown,  in  Great-Bri- 
tain. The  l^islative,  executive  and  judging  powers  are  all  moved  by  the  nods 
^f  a  minister.  Privileges  and  immunities  last  no  longer  than  his  smiles.  When 
he  frowns,  their  feeble  forms  dissolve.  Such  a  treacherous  ingenuity  has  bees 
exerted  in  drawing  up  the  code  lately  offered  jw,  that  every  sentence,  begin- 
ning with  a  benevolent  pretension,  concludes  with  a  destructive  power ;  and  tin 
surotance  of  the  whole,  divested  of  its  smooth  words,  is^-that  the  crown  tnd 
its  ministers  shall  be  as  absolute  throughout  your  extended  province,  as  the 
despots  of  Asia  or  Africa.  What  can  protect  your  pronerty  from  taxing  edicts, 
and  the  rapacity  of  necessitous  and  cruel  masters  ?  i  our  persons  from  kttm 
de  enichett  goals,  dunj^eons,  and  oppressive  services?  your  lives  and  general 
liberty  firom  arbitrary  and  unfeeling  rulers  ?  We  defy  you,  casting  your  view 
upon  every  side,  to  discover  a  single  circumstance,  promising  from  any  quarter 
tbe  faintest  hope  of  liberty  to  you,  or  your  posterity,  but  from  an  entu%  adep- 
lion  into  the  union  of  these  colonies. 

What  advice  would  the  truly  great  man  before-mentioned,  that  advocate 
of  freedom  and  humanity,  rive  yim,  was  he  now  living,  and  knew  that  wf> 
your  numerous  and  powerful  neif|^bours,  animated  by  a  Just  love  of  oar  in- 
vaded rights,  and  united  bv  the  indissoluble  bands  of  aroction  and  interest, 
called  upon  you,  by  every  obligation  of  regard  for  yourselves  and  your  children^ 
as  we  now  do,  to  join  us  in  our  righteous  contest,  to  make  common  cause  with 
us  therein,  and  take  a  noble  chance  for  emeiging  from  a  humiliating  jubjection 
un^r governors,  intendants and  military  tyrants,  into  the  firm  rankS^ con- 
dition of  English  freemen,  whose  custom  it  is,  derived  from  tiieir  ancestoi?,  t» 
make  tliose  tremble,  who  dare  to  think  of  making  them  miserable  ? 

Would  not  this  be  the  purport  of  his  address?  <*Sme  the  opportunity 
presented  to  you  by  Proiddence  itself.  Yon  have  been  conqaered  into  libert^t 
if  you  act  as  you  oudit.  This  work  is  not|Of  man.  You  are  a  small  people 
compared  to  those  nmo,  with  open  arms,  invite  you  in^  a  fellowshipi  A  mo* 
ment's  reflection  should  convince  you  which  will  be  most  for  your  interest  and 
happiness,  to  have  all  the  rest  of  North- America  your  unalterable  friends,  or 
your  invieterate  enemies.  The  injuries  of  Boston  have  roused  and  associated 
every  colony,  from  Nova-Scotia  to  Gemrgia.  Your  province  is  the  onl^  lii^ 
wanting,  to  complete  the  bright  and  strong  chain  of  union.  Nature  has  joined 
your  country  to  theirs.  Do  you  join  your  political  interests.  For  thev  own 
sakes  they  never  will  desert  or  betray  you.  Be  assured,  that  the  happiness  of 
a  people  inevitably  depends  on  thdr  liberty,  and  their  spirit  to  assert  it  The 
mue  and  extent  of  the  advantages  tendered  to  you  are  immense.  Heaven 
grant  you  may  not  discover  them  to  be  blessings  after  they  have  bid  you  an 
'eternal  adieu.'' 

We  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  liberality  of  sentiment  distinguishing 
your  nation,  to  imagine,  that  difference  of  religion  will  prejudice  you  against 
a  hearty  amity  with  us.  You  know  that  the  transcendant  nature  of  freedk>m 
elevates  those  who  unite  in  her  cai^se,  above  all  such  low-minded  infirmities. 
The  Swiss  cantons  furnish  a  memorable  proof  of  tiiis  truth*  Their  union  is 
conmosed  of  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  states,  living  in  the  utmost  con* 
cord  and  peace  with  one  another,  and  thereby  enabled,  ever  since  diey  bravelv 
vindicated  their  freedopi,  to  defy  and  defeat  every  tyrant  tiiat  has  invaded 
them. 

^  Should  there  be  any  among  you,  as  there  generally  are  in  all  societies,  who 
prefer  tiie  favours  of  ministers,  and  their  own  private  interissts,  to  the  welfitf^ 
of  their  country,  the.  temper  of  such  folfisk  persons  will  render  tiiem  incredi 
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blj  active  in  opposing  all  public-spirited  measures,  from  an  expectation  of 
being  well  rewaraed  for  their  sordid  industry^  by  their  superiors ;  but  we  doubt 
not  you  will  be  upon  your  guard  arainst  such  men,  and  not  sacrifice  the 
liber^  and  happiness  of  the  whole  Canadian  people  and  their  posterity,  to 
g;ratt^  the  avance  and  ambition  of  individuals. 

Vie  do  not  ask  you,  by  this  address,  to  commence  acts  of  hostility  against 
the  government  of  our  common  sovereign.  We  only  invite  you  to  consult 
your  own  glor^  and  welfare,  and  not  to  suffer  yourselves  to  be  inveigled  or 
mtimidatecf  by  infamous  ministers,  so  fiu*  as  to  become  the  instruments  of  their 
cruelty  and  despotism  $  but  to  unite  with  us  in  one  social  compact,  formed  on 
the  generous  principles  of  equal  liberty,  and'  cemented  by  such  an  exchange 
of  beneficial  and  endearing  offices  as  to  render  it  perpetual.  In  ordcx  to  com* 
plete  tills  hirhly  desiraMe  union,  we  submit  it  to  your  consideratidn,  whether 
It  may  not  be  expedient  for  you  to  meet  together,  in  your  several  towns  and 
districts,  and  elect  deputies,  who  afterwards  meeting  in  a  provincial  Congress, 
may  chuse  dele^^tes,  to  represent  your  province  in  the  Continental  Congress, 
to  beheld  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  olf  May,  1775, 

In  this  present  Congreta,  beginning  on  the  fifth  of  the  last  month,  and  con- 
tinued to  this  day,  it  has  beeta  with  universal  pleasure,  and  an  unanimous  vote» 
resolved,  that  we  should  consider  tlie  violation  of  your  rights,  by  the  act  for 
altering  the  eovemment  of  your  province,  as  a  violation  of  our  own,  and 
that  you  should  be  invited  to  accede  to  our  confederation,  whicli  has  no  other 
objects  than  the  perfect  security  of  the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  all  the  con- 
stituent members,  according  to  their  respective  circumstances,  and  the  preser* 
▼ation  of  a  happy  and  lasting  connexion  with  Great-Britain,  on  the  salutary 
and  constitutional  principles  herein  before-mentioned.  For  effecting  tiiese 
purposes,  we  have  addressed  an  humUe  apd  loyal  petition^  to  his  majesty, 
|iraying  relief  of  our  and  your  grievances ;  and  have  associated  to  stop  all 
jimportations  from  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  after  the  first  day  of  December, 
and  ail  exportations  to  those  kingdoms  and  the  West-Indies,  after  the  tenth 
dav  of  next  September ;  unless  the  said  grievances  are  redressed. 

Iliat  Almighty  God  may  incline  your  minds  to  approve  our  equitable  and 
necessary  measures,  to  add  yourselves  to  us,  to  put  your  fate,  whenever  yon 
suflfer  injuries  which  you  are  determined  to  oppose,  not  on  the  small  influence 
of  your  single  prorince,  but  on  the  consolidated  powers  of  North-America; 
ana  may  grant  to  our  joint  exertions,  an  event  as  nappy  as  our  cause  is  just, 
is  thefervent  prayer  of  us,  your  sincere  and  affectionate  friends  and  fellow- 
subjects. 

By  order  of  the  Congress. 

HENRY  MIODLETON,  President. 

Beiolvedf  That  the  address  of  the  Congress  to  the  people  of  Quebec,  be( 
signed  by  the  President,  and  that  the  delegates  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania 
superintend  the  translating,  printing,  puolishing,  and  dispersing  it :  And  it  is 
recommended  by  the  Congress  to  the  delenites  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, aAd  New-York,  toi  assist  in,  and  forward  the  dispersion  of,  the  said 
address. 

Two  Codies  of  the  address  to  the  king,  being  engrossed  and  compared,  were 
signed  at  the  table  by  all  the  members. 

Resolvedf  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  jpven  to  the  honorable  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  for  their  politeness  to  this 
Congress ;  and  tiiattiie  delegates  for  this  colony  be  a  committee  to  communicate 
this  resdtttion  to  the  said  honorable  House. 

A  troe  copy,  CHARLES  THOMSON,  awtetary. 

The  Coagress  tiien  dissolved  itself. 
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•d  letter  from  general  6age  to  Peyton  Randolph^  esguire. 

BOSTON,  Qefbtr  TMk,  1774. 
SIR, 

Representations  should  be  made  with  candour,  and  matters  stated  exact- 
ly  as  they  stand.  People  would  be  led  to  believe,  from  your  letter  to  me  of 
me  10th  instant,  that  works  were  raised  against  tiie  town  of  Boston,  private 
property  invaded,  the  soldiers  suffered  to  insult  the  inhabitants,  and  the  com- 
munication between  the  town  and  country,  shut  up  and  molested* 

Nothins  can  be  farther  from  the  true  situation  of  this  place  than  the  above 
state.  There  is  not  a  single  gun  pointed  against  the  town,  no  man's  propertj 
has  been  seized  or  hurt,  except  tne  king's,  by  the  people's  destroyiju;  strav, 
bricks,  &c.  bought  for  his  service*  No  troops  have  given  less  cause  for  com- 
plaint, and  greater  care  was  never  taken  to  prevent  it ;  and  such  care  and 
attention  was  never  more  necessary  trom  the  insults  and  provocations  dailj 
given  to  both  officers  and  soldiers.  The  communication  between  the  town 
and  country  has'  been  always  free  and  unmolested,  and  is  so  still. 

Two  works  of  earth  have  been  raised  at  some  distance  from  the  town,  vide 
off  the  road,  and  guns  put  in  them.  The  remainder  of  old  works,  going  oat 
of  the  town,  have  been  strengthened,  and  guns  placed  there  likewise*  .People 
will  think  differently,  whether  the  hostile  preparation  throughout  the  cottQtrTi 
and  the  menaces  of  blood  and  slaughter,  made  this  necessary ;  but  I  am  tode 
my  duty.  -  . .  . 

It  gives  me  pleasure  that  you  are  endeavouring  at  a  cordial  reconciliation 
with  the  mother  country,  which,  from  what  has  transpired,  i  have  despaired 
of.  Nobody  wishes  better  success  to-such  measures  than  myself.  Ibave 
endeavoured  to  be  a  mediator,  if  I  could  establish  a  foundation  to  work  upon» 
and  have  strongly  urged  it  to  people  here  to  pay  for  the  tea,  and  send  a  proper 
memorial  to  the  king,  which  would  be  a  gooa  be^pnning  on  their  side^  ad^  V"^^ 
their  friends  the  opportunity  they  seek  to  move  m  their  support* 

[  do  not  believe  that  menaces,  and  unfriendly  proceemngs,  will  have  the 
effect  which  too  many  oonceive.  The  spirit  of  the  British  nation  was  hig^ 
when  I  left  England,  and  such  measures  will  not  abate  it.  But  I  should  hope 
that  decency  and  moderation  here,  would  create,  the  same  "disposition  at  home; 
and  I  ardently  wish  that  the  common  enemies  to  both  countries  may  see,  te 
their  disappointment,  that  these  disputes,  between  the  mother-conntry  and  the 
colonies,  have  terminated  like  the  quarrels  of  loyers,  and  increased  the  affec- 
tion which  they  ought  to  beai-  to  each  other* 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  GAGE. 

THB  PETITION  OF  CONGRESS. 

To  the  king^s  Most  Excellent  Majesty** 

Most  oracious  sovereign, 

We,  your  mue^ty's  faithful  subjects,  of  tlie  colonies  of  New-Hampabire, 
Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connectica^ 
New- York,  New -Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  counties  of  New-Castle,  Kent,  and 
Sussex,  on  Delaware,  Marylana,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Caroling 
in  behalf  of  ourselves  and  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies,  who  have  deputed 
us  to  represent  them  in  general  Congress,  by  this  our  humble  petition,  beg  leave 
to  lay  our  grievances  before  the  throne* 

A  standing  army  has  been  kept  in  these  colonies,  ever  since  the  coocli^' 
aion  oi  the  late  war,  without  the  consent  of  our  assemblies ;  and  this  armjr» 
with  a  considerable  naval  armament,  has  been  employed  to  enforce  the  coUec* 
tion  of  taxes. 

The  authority  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  under  him  the  brigadier- 
general  has,  in  time  of  peace,  been  rendered  supreme  in  all  the  civil  govemmefi^ 
in  America* 
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The  commander  in  chief  of  all  jour  majesty's  forces  in  North- America^ 
has,  in  time  of  peace,  been  appointed  governor  of  a  colony* 

The  charges  of  usual  offices  have  been  ^atly  increased ;  and,  new,  expen-* 
sive,  and  oppressive  offices  have  been. multiplied. 

The  judges  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts,  are  empowered  to  receive 
their  salaries  and  fees  from  the  effects  condemned  by  themselves. 

The  officers  of  the  customs  are  empowered  to  break  open  and  enter  houses, 
without  the  authority  of  any  civil  magistrate,  founded  on  legal  information. 

The  judges  of  courts  of  common  law  have  been  made  entirely  dependent  on 
one  part  of  the  legislature  for  their  salaries,  as  well  as  for  tlie  duration  of 
their  commissions. 

Counsellors,  holding  their  commissions  during  pleasure,  exercise  legislative 
authority. 

Humble  and  reasonable'  petitions,  from  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
have  been  fruitless. 

The  a$^ntB  of  the  people  have  been  (tiscountenanced,  and  governors  have 
been  instructed  to  prevent  the  payment  of  the  salaries. 

Assemblies  have  beed  repeatedly  and  injuriously  dissolved. 

Commerce  has  been  burthened  with  many  useless  and  oppressive  restrictions* 

By  several  acts  of  parliament  made  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and 
ei^th  years  of  your  majesty 's  reign,  duties  are  imposed  on  us,  for  the  purpose  of 
raisins;  a  revenue ;  and  the  powers  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts  aro 
extended  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  whereby  our  property  is  taken  from  us 
without  our  consent,  the  trial  by  jury,  in  many  civil  cases,  is  abolished,  enor* 
mous  forfeitures  are  incurred  for  slight  offences,  vexatious  informers  are 
exempted  from  paying  damages,  to  which  they  are  justly  liable,  and  oppressive 
security  is  required  from  owners  before  they  are  allowed  to  defend  their  right* 

Both  houses  of  parliament  have  resolved,  that  colonists  may  be  tried  in 
England  for  offences  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  America,  hj  virtue 
of  a  statute  passed  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  Henry  the  eighth ;  and,  in  coni 


persons  charged  with  committing  any  offence  therein  described,  in  any 
place  out  of  the  realm,  may  be  indicted  ancl  tried  for  the  same,  in  any  shire  or 
county  within  the  realm,  whereby  inhabitants  of  these  colonies  may,  in  sundry 
cases',  by  that  statute  made  capital,  be  deprived  of  a  trial  by  their  peers  of  the 
vicinage. 

In  tiie  last  session  of  parliament,  an  act  was  passed  for  blocking  up  the 
harbour  of  Boston;  another  empowering  the  governor  of  the  Massachusetts-* 
Bay,  to  send  persons  indicted  for  murder  in  that  province,  to  another  colony, 
or,  even  to  Ureat-Britain  for  trial,  whereby  such  offenders  may  escape  legal 
punishment;  a  third  for  altering  the  chartered  constitution  of  government  in 
that  province ;  \nd  a  fourth  tor  extending  the  limits  of  Quebec,  abolishing  the 
English  and  restoring  the  French  laws,  whereby  great  numbers  of  British 
Frenchmen  are  subjected  to  the  latter,  and  establishing  an  absolute  government 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  throughout  those  vast  regions,  that  border  on 
the  westerly  and  northerly  boundaries  of  the  free,  Protestant,  English  settle* 
ments;  and  a  fifth,  for  the  better  providing  suitable  quarters  for  officers  and 
soldiers,  in  his  majesty's  service,  in  North-America.  '  ,  \ 

To  a  sovereign,  who  glories  in  the  name  of  Britain,  the  bare  recital  of  these 
acts  must,  we  presume,  justify  the  loyal  subjects,  who  fly  to  the  foot  of  his 
throne,  and  implore  his  clemency  for  protection  a^inst  them. 

Prom  this  destructive  system  of  colony  admimstration,  adopted  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  last  war,  have  flowed  those  distresses,  danger^,  fears,  and 
jealousies,  that  overwhelm  your  majesty's  dutiful  colonists  vrith  affliction : 
and  we  defy  our  most  subtle  and  inveterate  enemies  to  trace  the  unhappy 
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differences  between  Oreat-Brit&in  and  these  colonies,  from  an  earlier  ^riod> 
or  from  other  causes  than  we  have  assigned.  Had  thejr  proceeded  on  oar  part 
from  a  restless  levity  of  temper,  unjust  impulses  of  ambition,  w  artful  sug- 
gestions of  seditious  persons,  we  should  merit  the  opprobrious  terms  fre- 
quently bestowed  upon  us  by  those  we  revere.  Bat  so  iar  from  promoting 
innovations,  we  have  only  opposed  them ;  and  can  be -charged  with  no  offimce, 
unless  it  be  one  to  receive  injuries,  and  be  sensible  of  them. 

Had  our  Creator  been  pleased  to  give  us  existence  in  a  land  of  slaTery,  tiie 
sense  of  our  condition  might  have  been  mitigated  by  iffoorance  and  habit.  But, 
thanks  be  to  his  adorable  goodness,  we  were  boni  the  heirs  of  freedom*  and 
ever  enjoyed  our  right  under  the  auspices  of  your  royal  ancestors,  whose 
family  was  seated  on  Sie  British  throne,  to  rescue  and  secure  a  pious  and  gallant 
nation  from  the  popery  and  despotism  of  a  superstitious  and  inexorable  tyrant. 
Your  majesty,  we  are  confident,  justly  rejoices,  that  your  title  to  die  crown  is 
thus  founded  on  the  title  of  your  people  to  liberty;  and,  therefore,  we  doubt 
not  but  your  royal  wisdom  mus^  approve  the  sensibility,  that  teaches  your 
subjects  anxiously  to  guard  the  blessmg,  diey  received  from  divine  Providence, 
and  thereby  to  prove  the  performance  of  that  compact,  which  elevated  the 
illustrious  house  of  Brunswick  to  the  imperial  dignity  it  now  pKissesses. 

l*he  apprehension  of  bein^  degraden  into  a  state  of  servitude,  from  the 
pre-eminent  rank  of  English  treemen,  while  our  minds  retain  the  strongest  love 
of  liberty,  and  clearly  roresee  the  miseries  preparing  for  us  and  our  poatmty, 
excites  emotions  in  our  breasts,  which  though  we  cannot  describe,  vre  flhontd 
not  wish  to  conceal.  Feeling  as  men  and  thinkins  as  subjects  in  the  manner 
we  do,  silence  would  be  disloyalty.  By  giving  this  faithful  information,  we 
do  all  in  ojir  power  to  promote  the  great  object  of  your  royal  cares,  the  tran- 
quillity of  your  government,  and  the  welfare  of  your  people. 

Duty  to  your  majesty,  and  regard  for  the  preservation  of  ourselves  and  our 
posterity,  the  primary  oblieations  of  nature  and  society,  command  us  to  entreat 
your  royal  attention ;  and  as  your  majesty  enjoys  the  signal  distinction  of 
reigning  over  freemen,  we  apprehend  toe  language  of  freemen  cannot  be  dis- 
pleasing. Your  royal  indio;nation,  we  hope,  will  rather  fall  on  those  designing 
end  dangerous  men,  who  daringly  interposing  themselves  between  your  royu 
person  and  your  faitliful  subjects,  and  tor  several  years  past  incessantly  em- 
ployed to  dissolve  the  bonds  of  society,  by  abusing  your  majesty's  anthonty, 
misrepresenting  your  American  subiects,  and  prosecuting  the  most  desperate 
and  irritating  projects  of  oppression,  have  at  length  compelled  us,  by  the  force 
of  accumulated  injuries,  too  severe  to  be  any  longer  tolerable,  to  distnrb  your 
mayesty's  repose  by  our  complaints*  . 

These  sentiments  are  extorted  from  hearts,  that  much  more  vrillingly  would 
bleed  in  your  majesty's  service.  Yet  so  greatly  have  we  been  misrepresented, 
that  a  necessity  nas  been  alleged  of  takinj^  our  property  from  us,  without  our 
consent,  "  to  defray  the  charge  of  the  administration  of  justice,  the  snnport  of 
civil  government,  and  the  defence,  protection  and  security  -of  the  colonies." 
But  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty,  that  such  provision  has  been,  and  will 
be  made  for  defraying  the  two  first  articles^  as  has  been  and  shall  be  judged, 
by  the -legislatures  ofthe  several  colonies,  just  and  suitable  to  their  respective 
circumstances:  and,  for  the  defence,  protection,  and  security  ofthe  colonies, 
their  militias,  if  properiy  regulated,  as  they  earnestly  desire  may  immediately 
be  done,  would  be  fully  sufficient,  at  least  in  time^  of  peace ;  and,  in  case  of 
war,  your  faithful  colonists  will  be  ready  and  willing,  as  they  ever  have  been, 
when  constitutionally  required,  to  demonstrate  their  loyalty  to  year  mqestj, 
by  exerting  their  most  strenuous  efforts  in  granting  supplies  and  raising  forces. 
Yielding  to  no  British  subjects  in  aiibctionate  attachment  to  your  majesty's 
person,  family,  and  government ;  we  too  dearly  prize  the  privilege  of  express- 
ing that  attachnkent  by  those  proofs,  that  are  honorable  to  the  prince  who 
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receives  them,  and  to  the  people  who  give' them,  ever  to  resign  it  to  any  body 
of  men  upon  earth. 

Had  we  been  permitted  to  enjoy,  in  qutet,  the  inheritance  left  us  by  our 
fore-fathers,  we  should,  at  this  time,  have  been  peaceably,  cheerfully,  and 
usefully  employed  in  recommending  oufselves,  by  everjr  testimony  of  devotion, 
to  your  majes^,  and  of  veneration  to  the  state,  from  which  we  derive  our  origin. 
But  though  now  exposed  to  unexpected  and  unnatural  scenes  of  distress  by  a 
contention  with  that  nation,  in  whose  parental  guidance  on  all  important  af- 
fairs, we  have  hitherto,  with  filial  reverence,  constantly  trusted,  and  therefore 
can  derive  no  instruction  in  our  present  unhappy  and  perplexing  circumstances 
from  any  former  experience ;  yet,  we  doubt  not,  the  purity  of  our  intention, 
and  the  integrity  of  our  conduct,  will  justify  us  at  that  grand  tribunal,  before 
which  all  mankind  must  submit  to  judgnaent. 

We  ask  but  for  peace,  liberty,  and  safety.  We  wish  not  a  diminution  of 
the  preroeative,  nor  do  we  solicit  the  grant  of  any  new  right  in  our  favour. 
Your  roy^  authority  over  U8»  and  our  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  we  shall 
always  carefully  ana  zealously  endeavour  to  support  and  maintain. 

Filled  with  Sentiments  of  duty  to  ''vour  majesty,  and  of  affection  to  our 
parent  state,  deeply  impressed  by  our  education,  ana  strongly  confirmed  by  our 
reason,  and  anxious  to  evince  the  sincerity  of  these  dispositions,  we  present 
this  petition  only  to  obtain  redress  of  grievances,  and  relief  from  fears  and 
jealousies,  occasioned  by  the  system  of  statutes  and  regulations  adopted  since 
the  close  of  the  late  war,  for  raising  a  revenue  in  AmericH — extending  the 

e>wers  of  courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty-— trying  persons  in  Gre^eit- 
ritain  for  offences  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  America — affecting  the 
province  of  Massachusetts-Hay-— and  altering  the  government  and  extending 
the  limits  of  Quebec :  by  the  abolition  of  which  system,  the  harmony  between 
Great-Britain  and  these,  colonies,  so  necessary  to  the  happiness  of  both,  and  so 
ardentlv  desired  by  the  latter,  and  the  usual  intercourses  will  be  immediately 
.  restored.  In  tiie^  magnanimity  and  justice  of  your  majesty  and  parliament,  we 
confide  for  a  redress  of  our  other  gnevances,  trusting,  that,  when  the  causes  of 
our  apprehensions  are  removed,  our  future  conduct  will  prove  us  not  unworthy 
of  the  regard  we  have  been  accustomed,  in  our  happier  days,  to  enjoy.  For« 
appealing  to  that  Being  who  searches,  thoroughly,  the  hearts  of  his  creatures. 
we  solemnly  profess,  that  our  councils  have  been  influenced  by  no  other  mo- 
tive, than  a  dread  of  impending  destruction. 

Permit  us,  then,  most  gracious  sovereign,  in  the  name  of  all  your  faithful 
people  in  America,  with  the  utmost  humility,  to  implore  you,  for  the  honor  of 
Almightv  God,  whose  pure  religion  our  enemies  are  undermining;  for  your 
fflorj,  which  can  be  aovanced  only  by  rendering  your  subjects  happy,  and 
keeping  them  ^united  ;  for  the  interests  of  your  family  depending  on  an  ad- 
herence to  the  principles  that  enthroned  it ;  for  the  safety  una  welfare  of 
jour  kingdoms  and  dominions,  threatened  with  almost  unavoidable  dangers 
and  distresses,  that  your  majestv,  as  the  loving  father  of  your  whole  people; 
connected  by  the  same  bonds  of  law,  loyalty,  fatth,  and  blood,  though  dwelling 
in  various  countries,  will  not  suffer  the  transcendent  relation  formed  by  these 
ties  to  be  farther  violated,  in  uncertain  expectation  of  effects,  that,  if  attained, 
never  can  compensate  for  the  calamities  through  which  they  must  be  gained. 

We,  therefore,  most  eamest^r  beseech  your  majesty,  that  your  royal  autho- 
rity and  interposition  may  be  used  for  our  relief,  and  that  a  gracious  answer 
may  be  given  to  this  petition. 

That  your  majesty  may  enjoy  every  felicity  thi^ough  a  long  and  glorious 
reign,  over  loyal  and  happy  subjects,  and  that  your  descendents  may  inherit 

Jour  prosperity  and  dominions  ull  time  shall  b^  no  more,  is,  and  always  wi|l 
&y  our  sincere  and  fervent  prayer. 
Vol.  I.  '•       T 
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Wednesday,  .wiiy  10,1775. 

A  namber  of  delegates  from  the  colonies  of  New-HamBshire,  tfattichu- 
setts-Bay,  Connecticut,  Nev-York,  Nev-Jersey,  PennsylTania,  Delawut 
Counties,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  agreeaUe 
to  their  appointment  and  orders,  received  from  tiieir  respective  colonies, 
met  at  Philadelphia,  and  being  convened  in  the  state-housey  proceeded  to  the 
choice  of  a  president ;  when. 

Upon  motion.  The  hon.  Peyton  Randolph  vraa  unanimously  chosei 
president. 

After  the  president  was  seated, 

Mr.  Charles  Thomson  was  unanimonsly  chosen  secretary*        ^  ^ 

Andrew  M'Neare  was  also  chosen  door-keeper,  and  William  Shed^ 
messenger. 

Jigreed,  That  the  rev.  Mr.  Duche  be  requested  to  open  the  Congress  with 
prayers  to-morrow  morning;  and  that  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Sullivan,  and  Mr. 
Bland,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  Mr.  Duche,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  re 
quest  of  the  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  1 1  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  May  11,  1775,  Jl.  M. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  the  Congress  was  opened  with  prajei^i 
by  the  rev.  Mr.  Duche.  After  prayers,  the  Congress,  according  to  adjoom- 
ment,  proceeded  to  business. 

The  delegates  from  the  several  colonies,  produced  their  respective  creden- 
tials, which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows ; 

N£W.HAMPSHIR£. 

At  the  convention  of  deputies,  appointed  by  the  several  towns  in  the  Tp' 
vince  aforesaid,  held  at  Exeter,  on  tne  25th  day  of  yanuary,  1775, 

The  hon.  John  Wentworth,  esq.  in  the  chair. 
Voted,  That  John  Sullivan  and  John  Langdon,  esqrs.  be  delegated  toreorc- 
sent  tiiis  province,  in  the  Continental  Congress,  proposed  to  be  held  tt 
Philadelphia^  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  and  that  they  and  each  of  them, 
in  the  absence  of  the  other,  have  full  and  ample  power,  in  behalf  of  this  proviDce> 
to  consent  and  agree  to  all  measures,  whicn  said  Congress  shall  deem  neces- 
sary, to  obtain  redress  of  American  grievances. 
True  copy  attested, 

MASHECR  WEARE,  Clerk  to  the  ConmH^ 

PnOVINCK  OF  THS  MaSSA0HU8£TTS-BAT,  IN  PROVINCIAL  CoNORXSS,  UAXBRI]>^'' 

Dec.  5,  1774, 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  American  Continental  Cmp^f"^* 
k\  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  day  of  September  last,  and  reported  by  the  dodo^ 
able  delegates  from  this  colony,  have,  with  the  deliberation  due  to  ^^]|'J|^  ' 
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English  GODstitation,  and  respective  charters  and  constitutions  of  the  cofonies, 
ana  to  be  worthy  of  their  most  vi^rous  support,  as  essentially  necessary  to 
liberty;  likewise  the  ruinous  and  iniauitous  measures,  which,  m  violation  of 
these  rights,  at  present  convulse  and  threaten  destruction  to  America,  appear 
to  be  clearly  pointed  out,  and  judicious  plans  adopted  for  defeating  them.     . 

BmoUsed^  That  the  most  mteful  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  truly 
boiiQrable  and  patriotic  memoers  of  the  Continental  Congress,  for  their  wise 
«b4  able  exertions  in  the  cause  of  American  liberty ;  and  this  Congress,  in 
their  owi|  names,  and  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  do  hereby,  with  the  utmost 
MUcerity,  express  the  same. 

JZesomJ,  That  the  hon.  John  Hancock,  the  hon.  Thomas  Cushing,  esqrs. 
Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  esqrs.  or  any  three 
Qf  them,  be,  |ind  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  authorized  to  represent  this 
colony,  on  the  tenth  of  May  next,  or  sooner  if  necessary,  at  the  American 
C^Higreas,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  with  full  power,  with  the  delegates  from 
the  othejr  American  colonies,  to  concert,  afi;ree  upon,  direct  and  order  such 
further  measures,  as  shall  to  them  appear  to  be  best  calculated  for  the  recovery 
and  establishment  of  American  riehts  and  liberties,  and  for  restoring  harmony 
betw^n  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies. 

A  true  copy  of  record, 

BENJAMIN  LINCOLN,  Secretary. 

Ix  PRoviNoiAL  Congress,  Cambridge,  February  6,  1775. 

Bnotvedp  That  the  hon.  John  Hancock,  the  hon.  Thomas  Cushing,  esqrs. 
Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  esqrs.  appointed 
by  tli^  last  provincial  Congress  to  represent  this  colony,  on  the  tenth  of  Mar 
next,  or  sooner  if  necessary,  at  the- American  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Philadel- 

fthia,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  with  the  delegates 
rom  the  other  American  cpfonies,  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  and  place  to 
place,  as  shalt  be  judsed  necessary,  and  to  continue  in  being,  as  cielegates 
w  tUs  coleny,  until  ^  thirty-first  day  of  December  next  ensuing,  and  no 
leogen 

A  true  copy  of  record, 

BENJAMIN  LINCOLN,  Secretary. 

I«  THE  Houss  ov  Reprbsentatives  of  the  oolont  of  CoimXOTIOUT. 

JSTovember  3,  Ji.  D.  1774. 

• 

This  house  proceeded  to  nominate,  chuse,  and  appoint  delegates,  to  attend  the 
general  Congress,  to  be  hoiden  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next ; 
and  made  choice  of  the  honorable  Eliphalet  Dyer,  honorable  Roger  Sher- 
man, Silas  Dean^,  *  Titus  Hosmer,  and  *  Jonathan  Sturgess,  esqrs.  to  be  their 
delegates,  any  three  of  whom  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  attend  said 
Congress,  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  join,  consult  and  advise  with  the  dele- 
gates of  the  other  colonies  in  British  America,  on  proper  measures  for  ad- 
vancing the  best  good  of  the  colonies. 

WILLIAM  WILLIAMS,  Speaker. 
A  true  copy,  extracted  froi&  the  journals  of  the  house. 

Attested,  RICHARD  LAW,  Clerk. 

At  a  provincial  convention  formed  of  deputies  from  the  city  and  county  of 
New- York,  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  and  the  counties  of  Dutchess, 
Ulster^  Orange,  West-Ctiester,  King's,  and  Suffolk,  held  at  the  city  of  New- 
York,  the  22d  day  of  April,  1775,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  delegates 
to  represent  the  coiony  of  New-York,  in  the  next  Continental  Congress,  to  be 
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held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  of  May  next,  Philip  lavingston,  James 
Duane,  John  Alsop,  »  Jolm  Jay,  Simon  Boerum,  William  Floyd,  *  Heniy 
Wisner,  ♦  Philip  Schuyler,  *  George  Clinton,  Lewis  Morris,  *  Francis  Lewis, 
and  *  Robert  R.  Livingston,  jun.  esqrs.  were  nnanimotisly  elected  delegates, 
to  represent  this  colony  at  such  Congress,  with  full  power  to  them,  or  any 
five  of  them,  to  meet  tne  delegates' from  the  other  colonies,  and  to  concert 
and  determine  upon  such  measures  as  shall  be  judged  most  effectual  for  the 
preservation  and  re-establishment  of  American  ri^ts  and  privileges,  and  for 
the  restoration  of  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies. 

Signed,  Leonard  Lispenard,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Abraham  Walton,  Alexander 
M*I)N»ugalK  and  twenty-four  others. 

We,  the  subscribers,  do,  in  behalf  of  ourselves,  and  those  free-holders  of 
Queen's  county,  at  whose  request  we  attended  the  convention,  signify  our 
assent  to,  and  approbation  of,  the  above  delegation. 

Signed,  John  Fulman,  Zebulon  Williams,  Jacob  Blackwell,  Joseph  BobinsoB. 

NEW-JERSEY. 

In  Assembly,  Perth-Ambot,  Tuesday,  January  24,  1775. 
Sesolved  unanimoudy.  That  James  Kinsey,  Stephen  Crane,  William  lit- 
ingston,  John  De  Hart,  and  Richard  Smith,  esqrs.  or  any  three  of  them,  be, 
and  tliey  are  hereby  appointed  to  attend  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  colo- 
nies, intended  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  May  next,  orattoj 
other  time  and  place ;  and  that  they  report  their  proceedings  to  the  next  session 
of  general  assembly. 

A  true  copy^from  the  journals, 

RICHARD  SMITH,  Clerk  of  the  JbsmUf. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  Assembly,  December  15, 1774,  JS.  M. 
Upon  motion, 

Resolved,  JV.  C.  D.  That  the  honorable  Edward  Biddle,  John  KckiBSOB, 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Charles  Humphreys!  John  Morton,  and  George  Ros^-eaqn. 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  deputies  on  the  part  of  this  province,  to 
attend  the  seneral  Congress,  proposed  to  be  held  at  tne  city  of  Fhiladelpntti 
on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next ;  and  that  they  or  any  four  of  them  do  meet  "»e 
said  Congress  accordingly,  unless  the  present  gnevances  of  the  Amencan 
colonies  snail  before  that  time  be  redressed.. 

Extract  from  the  journals,  ,, 

CHARLES  MOORE,  Clerk  of  the  JhseaUi' 

In  Assembly,  May  6, 1775,  Jt.  M* 
Resolved,  JV*.  C.  D.  That  Benjamin  Franklin,  the  honorable  Thomas  WiU- 
ing,  and  *  James  Wilson,  esqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  added  to  the  <lcpB«» 
aopointed  by  this  house,  to  attend  the  Continental  Congress,  expected  toineei 
the  tenth  instant,  in  this  city. 

Extract  from  the  journals,  , , 

CHARLES  MOORE,  CUrkof  iheJbsembli^ 

tOWEH  COUNTIES  ON  DELAWARE. 
In  Assembly,  Dmrsday,  March  16, 1775,  J.  M 
'     On  motion,  »» r  .n 

Resolved,  JV  C.  D.  That  the  honorable  Caesar  Rodney,  Thomas  M'K«"j| 
and  Geoi^e  Read,  esqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  autbornc 

Note— All  the  members  attended,  except  those  marked  thor^ 
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to  represent  this  government  at  the  American  Congress,  proposed  to  be  held 
at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  or  at  any  other 
time  or  place^with  full  power  to  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  together  with 
the  delegates  from  the  otner  American  colonies,  to  concert  and  asree  upon 
such  fkrSier  measures,  as  shall  appear  to  them  best  calculated  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies, 
on  a  constitutional  foundation,  which  the  house  most  ardently  wish  for,  and 
that  tikej  report  their  proceedings  to  the  next  sessions  of  general  assembly* 

True  copy  of  minutes  of  assembly, 

DAVID  THOMSON,  Clerk  to  the  Assembly. 

MARYLAND. 

At  a  meetine  of  the  deputies,  appointed  by  the  several  counties  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  by  adiournment,  on  the  8th 
of  December,  1774,  and  continued  till  the  12th  day  of  the  same  month. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  honorable  Matthew  Tilghnian,  Thomas 
Johnson,  junior,  *  Robert  Goldsborough,  William  Paca,  Samuel  Chase,  John 
Hall,  and  *  Thomas  Stone,  esqrs.  or  any  three  or  more  of  tliem,  be  delegates 
to  represent  this  province,  in  the  sext  Continental  Gongress;  and  that  they, 
or  anv  three  or  more  of  them,  have  full  and  ample  power  to  consent  and  agree 
to  all  measures,  which  such  Congress  shall  deem  necessary  and  effectual  to 
obtain  a  redress  of  American  grievances;  and  this  province  bind  themselves 
to  execute,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  all  resolutions  which  the  said  Con- 
gress may  adopt.  And  further,  if  the  said  Congress  shall  think  necessary  to 
adjourn,  we  do  authorize  our  said  delegates,  to  represent  and  act  for  this  pro-> 
vince,  in  any  one  Congress,  to  be  held  by  virtue  ot  such  adjournment* 

Signed  by  order, 

JOHN  DUCKET,  Clerk. 

VIRGINIA. 

At  a  convention  of  delegates  for  the  counties  and  corporations  in  the  colony 
of  Vireinia,  at  th^  town  of  Richmond,  in  the  county  ot  HenricQ,  on  Monday* 
the  2(mi  of  March,  1775 ; 

The  convention  proceeded  to  the  election  of  delegates,  by  ballot,  to  repre- 
sent this  colony  in  general  Congress,  to  be  held  at  the  city  ot  Philadelphia,  on 
ihe.  tenth  day  of  May  next,  when  the  honorable  Peyton  Randolnh,  George 
Washington,  *  Patrick  Henry,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Ben- 
jamin Harrison^  and  Richara  Bland,  esqrs.  were  chosen  for  that  purpose. 

PEYTON  RANDOLPH,  President, 
JOHN  TAZEWELL,  Clerk  of  the  Convention. 

NORTH-CARQLINA. 

At  a  ^neral  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  in 
convention,  at  Newbem,  tiie  5th  day  of  April,  1775 ; 

Present;  the lionorable  John  Harvey,  esq.  moderator,  and  68  members: 

On  motion, 
Besolved,  That  William  Hooper,  Joseph  Hewes,  and  Richard  Caswell,  esqrs. 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  deleeates  to  attend  the  general  Congress, 
to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  or  at  any  other  time 
and  {dace  that  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  theyare  hereby  invested 
vrith  such  powers  as  may  make  any  acts  done  by  them,  or  any  of  them,  or 
consent  given  in  behalf  of  this  province,  obligatory,  in  honor,  upon  every  in- 
habitant thereof  r 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  HARVEY,  JUdderaiar. 
attested  by  Andrew  Knox,  Clerk. 
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In  the  Assembly,  7th  of  Jlpril^  1775, 

Eesolvedf  That  the  house  do  hiehlj  approve  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Conti- 
nental Coneress,  lately  held  at  Pniladelphia,  and  that  they  are  determined,  u 
members  of  the  commonitj  in  general,  that  thej  will  strictly  adhere  to  the 
aaid  resolutions,  and  will  use  what  influence  thej  have,  to  induce  the  same 
observance  in  every  individual  of  this  province. 

This  house  having  received  information,  that  William  l^ooper,  Josenk 
Hewes,  and  Richard  Caswell,  esquires,  were  appointed  by  the  convention,  held 
at  Newbern,  as  delegates  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
soon  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia ; 

Besolved,  That  the  house  approve  of  the  chpice  made  bj  the  said  conventioD. 
A  true  copy  from  the  joornal  of  the  house  of  assembly, 

JAMES  GREEN  Junior,  CM. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

In  the  Commons  House  of  Assembly,  Friday,  February  3, 1775. 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress,  held  at  the  city  of  PhiladelpUa,  in 
September  last,  amongst  other  things,  recommended  to  the  several  colonie«i& 
North-America,  to  chase  deputies  as  soon  as  possible,  to  bold  another  Coo- 
gross  at  the  same  place,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  and  thU  house  being 
fully  satisfied  with  the  cpnduct  and  fidelity  of  their  lat^  deputies  at  the  Con- 
gress, do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  the  honorable  Henry  Middletoa,  e«|< 
Thomas  Lynch,  Christopher  Gadsden,  John  Rutledge,  and  Edward  Biitledp» 
^es^uires,  deputies  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet  the  depRtiestp* 
pointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  other  colomcSiSj 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  other  place,  that  shall  be  agreed  wi  by  theflua 
deputies  in  general  Congress,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  concert,  agree 
to,  and  effectually  prosecute  such  measures,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  depu- 
ties, and  the  deputies  to  be  assembled,  shall  be  most  Usely  to  obtain  a  redress 
of  Aroericanjgrievances. 

Besolved,  That  the  deputies  hei:ehy  appointed  on  ttie  part  and  bdialf  of  this 
colony,  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  agree,  tliat  the  CoatiBental  Coagreu 
may  meet  at  any  future  time,  and  at  such  place,  as  shall  be  agreed  on,  ipd  to 
adjourn  from  time  to  time ;  provided  it  do  not  exceed  nine  mwtha  froi^  the 
date  of  their  meeting  in  May  next. 

Attested,  THOMAS  FARR»  junior^  Ckrk. 

Ejctract  from  the  journals  of  the  Provineial  Congress  of  Sotxih-CafoHi^t 
fublished  by  order  of  Sie  Congress,  the  llth  of  Ja^tuary,  1775. 
Resol'&ed,  That  the  honorable  Henry  Middleton,  esquire,  Thomas  Lynch, 
Chrifttopher  Gradsden,  John  Rutledge,  and  Edward  Rutledge,  esquires,  or  any 
three  ot  thein,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  authorized  to  represent 
this  colony,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  or  sooner,  if  necessary,  at  the  Ame- 
ricaa  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere;  with  full  power  to 


appear  to  oe  necessary  lor  tne  recovery 
AflBerican  rights  and  liberties,  and  for  restoring  haimony  between  Ortat'Bn- 
tain  and  her  colonies. 
Upon  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of.  the  Congress  be  |;iv^  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Diic|^) 
for  performing  dmne  service,  agreeable  to  the  desire  of  the  Ceng^ees,  and  for 
his  excellfintprayer  so  well  adwted  to  the  present  occasion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Willing,  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  be  a  com8Mtt«« 
to  wait  upon  Mr.  iluche,«nd  return  ^^nlis  of  the  Congress,  agreeable  to 
the  above  resolution. 
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Upon  motion* 

Resolved,  That  the  doors  be  kept  shut,  during  the  time  of  business,  and  that  the 
members  consider  themselves  under  the  strongest  obligations  of  honor  to  keep 
the  proceedinss  secret,  until  the  majority  shall  direct  them  to  be  made  nubiic. 

A  circular  letter  from  the  agents,  William  Bollen,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and 
Arthur  Lee,  esquires,  directed  to  the  speakers  of  several  assemblies,  and 
siindrj  papers  therein  referred  to,  were  laid  before  the  Congress  and  read; 
the  letter  u  as  follows : 

<«  LONDON,  FOruwy  5,  i775. 
«  Sib. 

''Our  laftt  letter  informed  you,  that  the  king  had  declared  his  intentions  of 
lajine  the  petition  before  his  two  houses  of  jparliament.  It  has  accordinglj 
been  laid  before  each  house,  but  undistinguished  among  a  variety  of  letters 
and  oth^  papers  from  America. 

'*  A  motion  made  by  lord  Chatham,  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  Boston,  m 
the  first  step  towards  a  conciliating  plan,  was  rejected ;  ana  the  ministry  have 
declared  in  ooth  houses  the  determination  to  inu)rce  obedience  to  all  the  late 
laws.  For  this  purpose,  we  understand,  that  three  regiments  of  foot,  one  of 
dnu^oons,  seven  hundred  marines,  six  sloops  of  war,  and  two  frigates,  are  now 
en£r  orders  for  America. 

**  We  think  it  proper  to  inform  j^oo,  that  your  cause  was  well  defended  by  a 
considerable  numoer  of  good  and  wise  men  in  hoth  houses  of  pariiament,  though 
far  from  being  a  majority :  and  that  many  of  the  commercial  and  manufacture 
ing  parts  of  the  nation,  concerned  in  the  American  trade,  have  presented,  or, 
as  we  understand,  are  preparing  to  present,  petitions  to  parliament,  declaiina 
their  great  concern,  tor  the  present  unhappy  controversies  with  America,  and 
praying  expretely,  or  in  effect,  for  hcalingmeasures,  as  the  proper  means  of  pre- 
servina;  their  commerce,  now  greatly  suffering  or  endangerea.  But  the  treat* 
Inentthe  petitions,  already  presented,  have  hitherto  received,  is  such,  as,  in  our 
epinion,  can  afford  you  no  reliance  on  the  present  relief  through  their  means. 

"  As  soon  as  we  learnt  that  the  petition  of  the  Congress  was  before  the  house 
of  commons,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  support  it,  if  we  mighyb  be  permitted  so 
to  do,  as  there  was  no  other  opportunity  for  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  the 
colonies  to  be  heard  in  defence  of  their  rights :  accordingly,  we  joined  in  a  peti- 
tion for  that  purpose.  Sir  George  Saville  kindly  undertook  to  present  itl  But,  on 
previously  opening  the  purport  of  it,  as  the  order  is,  a  debate  arose  on  the  pro- 
priety of  receiving  it,  and  on  a  division,  it  was  rejected  by  a  great  majority. 

**  llie  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  general  Ga^  to  lord  Dartmouth,  as 
laid  before  parliament,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  transmit,  viz. 

"Dec.  15,  1774,  Your  lordship's  idea  of  disarming  certain  ' provincei^ 
would  doubtless  be  consistent  with  prudence  and  safety,  but  it  neither  is,  nor 
has  been  practicable,  without  having  recourse  to  force,  and  being  masters  of 
the  country." 

"  It  was  thrown  out  in  debate  by  a  principal  member  of  administration,  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  alter  the  charters  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island. 

'*  Inclosed,  we  send  yon  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  on  Thursday  last,  which  are  to  be  reported  on  Monday.  Itis  said 
that  these  resolutions  are  to  be  tiie  foundation  of  several  bills  to  be  brought  in,  but 
the  mirport  o[  those  bills  we  have  not  yet  learnt  with  sufficient  certainty. 

**  %Ve  send  you  likewise,  a  copy  of  lord  Chatham's  first  motion  in  the  house 
of  lords,  and  of  his  plan  of  a  bill  for  settling  the  troubles  between  Great-Britain 
and  the  ct^nies ;  both  which  were  rejected  on  the  first  reading. 

With  great  respect,  we  are,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servants,    . 
(Signed)  WILUAM  BOLLEN, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 
ARTHUR  LEE." 
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The  papers  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter,  beikig  published  in  the  news- 
papers*  it  is  bot  necessary  to  insert  them. 

Mr.  Hancock  laid  before  the  Congress  a  letter  from  the  proyincial  Congress 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  together  witii  certain  resolutions  formed  bj  said  Con- 
gress, and  a  copy  of  a  letter,  sent  by  said  Congress  to  their  agent  tn  England^ 
and  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  on  the  late  engagement  be- 
tweei^  the  troops  under  general  Gage,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay  ;  also  a  number  of  depositions,  duly  attested,  relative  to  the  commence- 
ment of  said  hostilities,  all  which  were  read,  and  are  as  follows : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Watbrtown,  May  3,  1775. 

To  the  honorable  An^ricftn  Continental  Congress,  to  be  eoavened  at  Fbilaidelphia,  on  die  tenik 

of  May  instant. 

Mat  it  please  tour  honours. 

The  Congress  of  this  colony,  impressed  with  the  deepest  concern  for  their 
country,  under  the  present  critical  and  alarming  state  of  its  public  affairs,  b^ 
leave,  with  the  utmost  submission,  whilst  acting  in  support  of  the  cause  w 
America,  to  request  the  direction  and  assistance  of  your  respectable  assembly. 

The  inclosea  packet,  containing  copies  of  the  depositions,  .which  we  have 
despatched  for  London,  also  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain* 
and  a  letter  to  our  colony  agent,  Benjamin  Franklin,  esq.  are  humbly  submitted 
to  your  consideration. 

The  sanguinary  zeal  of  the  ministerial  army,  to  ruin  and  destroy  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  this  colony,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  hath  rendered  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  army  indispensably  necessary ;  we  have  accordingly  passed  an 
unanimous  resolve  for  thirteen  thousand  six  hundred  men,  to  be  forthwith 
raised  by  this  colony,  and  proposals  are  made  by  us  to  the  Congress  of  New- 
Hampshire,  and  governments  of  Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut  colonies,  for 
furnishing  men  in  the  same  proportion. 

The  sudden  exigency  of  our  public  affairs,  precluded  the  possibility  of 
waiting  for  your  direction  in  these  important  measures,  more  especially,  as  a 
considerable  reinforcement  from  Great-Britain  is  daily  expected  in  this  colony, 
and  we  are  now  reduced  to  the  sad  alternative  of  defending  ourselves  by  arms, 
pT  submitting  to  be  slaughtered. 

With  the  greatest  deference,  we  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  a  powerful  annr, 
on  the  side  of  America,  hath  been  considered,  by  this  Congress,  as  the  only 
means  left  to  stem  the  rapid  progress  of  a  tyrannical  ministry.  Without  a 
force,  superior  to  our  enemies,  we  must  reasonably  expect  to  become  the  vic- 
ims  of  their  relentless  fury.  With  such  a  force,  we  may  still  have  hopes  of 
seeing  an  immediate  end  put  to  the  inhuman  ravaees  of  mercenary  troops  in 
Amenca,  and  the  wicked  authors  of  our  miseries,  broudit  to  condign  punish- 
ment, by  the  just  indignation  of  our  brethren  in  Great-Britain. 

We  hope  that  this  colony  will,  at  all  times,  be  ready  to  spend  and  be  spent 
in  the  cause  of  America,  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  misfortune  greatly  operating  to 
its  disadvantage,  that  it  has  a  great  number  oF  sea-port  towns,  exposed  to  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  by  sea ;  from  many  of  which,  the  inhabitants  have 
removed,  and  are  removing  their  families  and  effects,  to  avoid  destruction 
from  ships  of  war.  These,  we  apprehend,  will  be  generally  distressed  from 
want  of  subsistence,  and  disabled  from  contributing  aid  for  supporting  the 
forces  of  the  colony ;  but  we  have  the  greatest  oonficfence  in  the  wisdom  and 
ability  of  the  continent  to  support  us,  so  far  as  it  shall  alppear  necessary  for 
supporting  the  common  cause  of  the  American  colonies. 

we  also  inclose  several  resolves  for  empo.wering  and  directing  our  receiver- 
gencQil  to  borrow  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money, 
and  to  issue  his  notes  for  the  same;  it  being  the  only  measures,  which  we 
could  have  recourse  to,  for-  supporting  our  forces ;  and  we  request  your  assist- 
ance in  rendering  our  measures  effectual,  by  giving  our  notes  a  currency 
through  the  continent.  JOSEPH  WARlOiN,  Prerident,  P.  T. ' 
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The  papers  inclosed,  and  referred  to,  in  the  above,  are  as  follows : 

Iw  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  May  3,  1775.  * 

Resolved,  Th^t  the  receiver-general  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered  to  bortow 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  and  issue  colony 
security  for  the  same,  payable,  with  annual  interest,  at  six  per*cent.  June  1» 
1777,  and  that  the  continental  Congress  be  desired  to  recommend  to  the  seve- 
ral colonies,  to  give  a  currency  to  such  securities. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  FREEMAN,  Secretary,  P.  T. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  May  S,  1775. 

Resolved y  lliat  the  securities  given  by  the  receiver-general  for  the  monies 
borrowed  by  him,  in  pursuance  of  the  aforegoing  resolve,  be  in  the  form  fol- 
lowing, viz. 

COLONY  OF  THE  MASSACUUSfiTTS-BAY. 

No,  the  day  of  A.  D.  177       bor- 

rowed and  received  of  A.  B.  the  sum  of 

lawful  money,  for  the  use  and  service  of  the  colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay, 
and  in  behalf  of  said  colony.  I  do  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself,  and  suc- 
cessors in  the  office  of  treasurer,  or  receiver-general,  to  repay  to  the  said 

or  to  his  order,  the  first  day  of  June,  1777,  the  aforesaid 
sum  of  lawful  money,  in  Spanish  milled  dollars,  at  six  shillings  . 

each,  or  in  the  several  species  of  coined  silver  and  gold,  enumerated  in  an  act 
made  and  passed  in  the  Sdd  year  of  his  late  majesty,  kin^  George  the  Second* 
intituled  **  An  act  for  ascertaining  the  rates  at  which  coined  sUver  and  gold, 
English  half-pence  and  farthings,  may  pass  within  this  government :"  and 
according  to  the  rates  therein  mentioned,  with  interest,  to  be  paid  annually, 
at  six  per  cent.    Witness  my  hand 

'A,  B« 
CD. 
E.F. 

And  whereas  inconveniencies  may  arise,  by  the  receiver;general's  issuing 
notes  for  small  sums,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver-general  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  not  to 
issue  any  note's  for  a  less  sum  than  four  pounds  lawful  money. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  FREEMAN,  flterefary,  P.  T. 

To  the  hon.  Benjamin  FnmUin,  esq.  at  London.  ! 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Waijsrtown,  Jipril  26,  1775. 
"Sir. 

"  From  the  entire  confidence  we  repose  in  your  faithfulness  and  abilities, 
we  consider  it  the  happiness  of  this  colony,  that  the  important  trast  of  agency 
for  it,  in  this  day  oi  unequalled  distress,  is  devolved  on  your  hands,  and  we 
doubt  not  your  attachment  to  the  cause  and  liberties  of  mankind,  will  make 
every  possible  exertion  in  our  behalf,  a  pleasure  to  you ;  atthouffh  our  circum- 
stances will  compel'us  often  to  interrupt  your  repose,  by  matters  uiat  will  surely 
give  you  pain.  A  singular  instance  hereof  is  the  occasion  of  the  present  letter. 
The  contents  of  tliis  packet,  will  be  our  apology  for  troubling  you  with  it. 

«  From  these  you  will  see  how,  and  by  whom,  we  are  at  last  plunged  into 
the  horrors  of  a  most  unnatural  war. 

"Our  enemies,  we  are  told,  have  despatched  to  Great-Britain  a  fallacious 
account  of  the  tragedy  they  have  begun  ;  to  prevent  the  operation  of  which,  to 
the  publit:  injury,  we  have'  engaged  the  vessel  that  conveys  this  to  you,  as  a 
packet  in  the  service  of  this  colony,  and  we  request  your  assistance  in  sup- 
plying captain  Derby,  who  commands  her,  with  such  necessaries  as  he  shfdl 
want,  on  the  credit  of  your  constituents  in  Massachusetts-Bay. 
Vol.  I.  fr 
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"But  ii^e  mest  ttrdently  wish,  that  the  several  papers  herewith  iadcNed, 
may  be  immediatelj  printed  and  disperaed  through  every  town  in  England, 
and  eapecially  communicated  to  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  council  of  the 
«itj  otLondon,  that  they  may  take  such  order  thereon » as  they  may  think  pro- 
per. And  we  are  confident  your  fidelity  will  make  such  improvement  of  them, 
ajs  shall  convince  all,  who  are  not  determined  to  be  in  everlasting  Uindnen, 
that  it  is  the  united  efforts  of  both  Englands,  that  can  save  either.  But  that 
whatever  price  our  brethren  in  the  one,  may  be  pleased  to  put  on  their  conifi- 
tutional  lioerties,  we  are  authorized  to  assure  you,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other,  wit!i  the  greatest  unanimity,,  arc  inflexibly  resolved  to  sell  theirs  onlj 
at  the  price'  of  their  lives- 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 

JOSEPH  WARREN,  PrmieHt,  F.  T. 
A  true  copy  from  the  original  minutes, 

SAMUEL  FREEMAN,  Secretary,  P.  T. 

The  depositions  relative  to  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  are  as  follows: 

LEXINGTON,  JSpril  25, 1775. 

<<  We,  Solomon  Brown,  Jonathan  Loring,  and  Eliiah  Sanderson,  all  of  law- 
&1  age,  and  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  colony  of  the 
Massachusetts-Bay,  in  r^ew  England,  do  testify  and  declare,  that  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  18th  of  April,  instant,  being  on  the  road  between  Concord  and  1^- 
ington,  and  all  of  us  mounted  on  horses,  we  were,  about  ten  of  the  clock, 
auudenly  surprised  by  nine  persons,  whom  we  took  to  be  re^lar  officers,  who 
rode  up  to  us,  mounted  and  armed,  each  having  a  pistol  in  his  hand,  and  after 
nutting  pistols  to  our  breasts,  and  seizing  the  bridles  of  our  horses,  they  swore. 
if  we  stirred  another  step,  we  should  be  all  dead  men,  upon  M'hich  wesurrea* 
dered  ourselves.  They  detained  us  until  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  la 
which  time  they  searched  and  greatly  abused  us,  having  first  enquired  about 
the  magazine  at  Concord,  whether  any  guards  were  posted  there,  and  whether 
the  bndges  were  up,  and  said  four  or  five  regimepts  of  regulars  would  be  m 
possession  of  the  stores  soon.  l*hejr  then  brought  us  back  to  Lenngton,  cat 
the  horses'  bridles  and  girths,  turned  them  loose,  and  then  left  us. 

"SOLOMON  BROWN, 
"JONATHAN  LORING, 
^ "  ELIJAH  SANDERSON.'* 

LEXINGTON,  ^pril  25, 1775. 

«<I,  Elijah  Sanderson,  above  named,  do  further  testify  and  declare,  that  I 
was  on  Lexinet<^n  common,  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  April,  aforesaid,  hn'K 
been  dismissed  by  the  ofiicers  abovementioned,  and  saw  a  large  body  of  re^' 
lair  troops  advancing  towards  Lexin^on  company,  many  of  wnom  were  then 
dispersing.  I  hearaone  of  the  regulars,  whom  I  took  to  be  an  officer,  sajr 
'•'Damn  tliem,  we  will  have  them,"  and  immediately  the  regulars  shouted 
aloud,  run  and  fired  upon  the  Lexington  company,  which  did  not  fire  agQD 
before  the  regulars  discharged  on  them,  ♦  Eignt  of  the  Lexington  company 
w^re  killed  while  they  were  dispersing,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  froo 
each  otiier,  and  many  wounded,  and  altl^ough  a  spectator,  I  narrowly  escaped 
with,  mr  life. 

"ELIJAH  SANDERSON." 

LEXINGTON,  w^/m7  23, 1775. 

"I,  Thomas  Rice  Willard,  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  declare,  that  being 
in  the  house  of  Daniel  Harrington,  of  said  Lexin^on,  on  the  19th  instant,  in 
the  morning,  about  half  an  hour  before  sun-rise,  looked  out  at  the  window  oi 
said  house,  and  saw  (as  I  suppose)  about  four  hundred  regulars  in  one  bodTi 
coming  up  the  road,  and  marched  towards  the  north  part  of  the  common,  bac* 
of  the  meeting-house  of  said  Lexington^  and  as  soon  as  said  regulars  were 
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a^nfitthe  eMtend  of  the  meettog-house,  the  commaadiiis  officer  said  aonus- 
thing,  what  I  know  not»  but  upon  that  the  regulars  ran  till  they  came  within 
about  eight  or  nine  rods  of  about  an  hundred  of  the  militia  of  Lexington,  whp 
were  collected  on  said  common,  at  which  time  the  i^iilitia  of  Lexington  dis- 
persed, then  the  officers  made  an  huzza,  and  the  private  soldiers  succeeded 
them :  directly  after  this,  an  officer  rode  before  the  regulars  to  the  other  side 
of  the  body,  and  hallooed  after  the  mUitia  of  said  Lexington,  and  said,  ^'  lay 
down  your  arms,  damn  you,  why  don't  j^ou  lay  down  your  arms?"  and  that 
there  was  not  a  gun  fired  till  the  militia  of  Lexington  were  dispersed ;  and 
further  saith  not. 

*•  THOMAS  RICE  WILLARD." 

LEXINGTON,  ^pril  25, 1775. 

*^  Simon  Winship,  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  ^liddlesex,  and  province  of 
MassaohnseitB-Bay,  New  England,  being  of  lawful  age,  testifieth  and  saith* 
Ihat  on  the  19th  April  instant,  about  faur  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  he  waff 
passing  the  public  road  in  said  Lexington,  peaceably  and  ^^narmed,  about  two 
miles  and  a  naif  distant  from  the  meeting-house  in  said  Lexington,  he  was 
laet  by  a  body  of  the  king's  resular  troops,  and  being  stopped  by  some  officers 
of  said  troops,  was  commanded  to  dismount ;  upon  asking  why  he  must  disr 
mount,  he  was  obliged  by  force  to  quit  his  horse,  and  ordered  to  march  in  the 
midst  of  the  body,  and  being  examined  whether  he  had  been  warning  the  mi- 
nute men,  he  answered  no,  but  had  been  out,  and  was  then  returning  to  his 
father's*  Said  Winship  farther  testifies,  that  he  marched  with  said  troops, 
till  he  came  within  about  half-a-quarter  of  a  mile  of  said  meeting-house,  where 
an  officer  commanded  tlie  troops  to  halt,' and  then  to  prime  and  load :  this 
being  done,  the  said  troops  marched  on  till  they  came  within  a  few  rods  of 
caption  Parker's  company,  who  were  partly  collected  on  the  place  of  parade, 
when  said  Winship  observed  an  officer  at  the  head  of  said  troops,  flourishing  his 
aword,  and  with  a  loud  voice,  giving  the  word  fire,  fire,  which  was  instantly 
followed  by  a  discharge  of  arms  from  said  r^ular  troops,  and  said  Winship  is 
positive,  and  in  the  most  solemn  manner  declares,  that  thei-e  was  no  discharge 
of  arms  on  either  side,  till  the  word  fire  was  given,  by  the  said  officer  as  above. 

«  SIMON  WmSHIP.'' 

I.EXINGTON,  Jlpril25,  1775. 

*'  I,  John  Parker,  of  lawful  age,  and  commander  of  the  militia  in  Lexi^g* 
ton,  do  testify  and  declare,  that  on  the  19th  instant,  in  the  morning,  about  one 
of  the  clock,  being  informed  that  there  were  a  number  of  regular  officers  riding 
up  and  down  the  road,  stopping  and  insulting  people  as  they  passed  the  road  ; 
and  also  was  informed  that  a  number  of  regular  troops  were  on  their  march 
from  Boston,  in  order  to  take  the  province  stores  at  Concord,  ordered  our 
militia  to  meet  on  the  common  in  said  Lexington,  to  consult  what  to  do,  and 
concluded  not  to  be  discovered,  nor  meddle  nor  make  with  said  regular  troops 
(if  they  should  approach)  unless  they  should  insult  or  molest  us  ;•— and,  upon 
their  sudden  approach,  I  immediately  ordered  our  militia  to  disperse,  and  not 
to  fire^ — Immeaiately  said  troops  made  their  appearance  and  rusned  furiously, 
fired  npon,  and  killed  eight  ox  our  party,  without  receiving  any  provocation 
therefor  from  as. 

«  JOHN  PARKER." 

LEXINGTON,  Jfpril  34^  1775. 

"  I,  John  Robins,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say,  that  on  the  19tfa 

instant,  the  company  under  the  command  of  captain  John  Parker,  being  drawn 

np  (sometime  before  sun-rise)  on  the  green  or  common,  and  I  being  in  the 

front  rank,  there  suddenly  appeared  .a  number  of  the  king's  troops,  about  a 

'  thousand,  as  I  thought,  at  the  distance  of  about  sixty  or  seyenty  yards  from 


60  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS.  1775. 

us  huzzaing,  and  on  a  quirk  pace  towards  ns,  with  three  officers  in  their  front 
on  horse-back,  and  on  full  gallop  towards  us,  the  foremost  of  which  cried,  throw 
down  jott  arms  ye  villains,  ye  rebels !  upon  which  said  com|Niny  dispersing, 
the  foremost  of  the  three  officers  ordered  their  men,  saying,  fire,  by  God,  fire ! 
at  which  moment  we  received  a  very  heavy  and  close  fire  from  them,  at 
which  instant,  being  wounded,  I  fell,  and  several  of  our  men  were  shot  dead 
by  me.  Captain  Parker's  men  I  believe  had  not  then  fired  a  gun,  and  further 
the  deponent  saith  not. 

"JOHN  ROBINS.»»  ' 

LEXINGTON,  Apnl  25,  1775. 

We,  Benjamin  Tidd,  of  Lexington,  and  Joseph  \bbot,  of  Lincoln,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  and  colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  New-England,  of 
lawful  age,  do  testify  and  declare  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  April 
instant,  at>out  five  o'clock,  being  on  ^Lexington  common,  and  mounted  on 
horses,  we  saw  a  body  of  regular  troops  marching  up  to  the  Lexington  com- 
pany, which  was  then  dispersing:  Soon  after,  the  regulars  fired,  first,  a  few 
guns,  which  we  took  to  be  pistols  from  some  of  the  regulars  who  were  mount- 
ed on  horses,  and  then  the  said  regulars  fired  a  volley  or  two  before  any  guns 
were  fired,  by  the  Lexington  company;  our  horses  immediately  started,  and 
we  rode  off.    And  further  say  not. 

"BENJAMIN  TIDD. 

"JOSEPH  ABBOT.^' 

LEXINGTON,  Apnl  25, 1775. 

<<  We,  Nathaniel  Mullukin,  Philip  Russell,  Moses  Harrington,  jun.  Thonias 
and  Daniel  Hanington,  William  Grimes,  William  Tidd,  Isaac  Hastings,  Jonas 
Stone,jun.  James  Wyman,  Thaddeus  Harrington,  John  Chandler,  Joshua  Reed, 
jiin.  Joseph  Simpnds,  Phineas  Smith,  John  Chandler, jun.  Reuben  Cock,  Joel 
Viles,  Nathan  Reed,  Samuel  Tidd,  Benjamin  Lock,Thomas  Winship,  Simeon 
Snow,  John  Smitli.  Moses  Harrington  the  3d,  Joshua  Reed,  Ebenezer 
Parker,  John  Harrington,  Enoch  Willington,  John  Hormer,  Isaac  Green, 
Phineas  Stearns,  Isaac  Durant,  and  lliomas  Headley,  jun.  all  of  lawful  age, 
and  inhabitants  of  Lexington  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  colony  of 
the  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  New-England,  do  testify  and  declare,  that  on 
the  19th  of  April  instant,  about  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  being 
informed  that  several  officers  of  the  regulars  had,  the  evenine  before,  been 
riding  up  and  down  the  road,  and  had  detained  and  insulted  the  inha- 
bitants passing  the  same  ;  and  also  understanding  that  a  body  of  regulars 
were  marching  from  Boston  towards  Concord,  witft  intent  (as  it  was  supposed) 
to  take  the  stores,  belonging  to  the  colony,  in  that  town,  we*  were  alarmed, 
and  having  met  at  the  place  of  our  company's  parade,  were  dismissed  by  our 
captain,  John  Parker,  for  the  present,  with  orders  to  be  ready  to  attend  at  the 
beat  of  the  drum.  We  fifrther  testify  and  declare,  tiiat  about  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  hearing  our  drum  beat,  we  proceeded  towards  the  parade,  and 
soon  found  that  a  large  body  of  troops  were  marching  towards  us  :  Some  of 
our  company  were  coming  up  to  the  parade,  and  others  had  reached  it,  at  which 
time  the  company  began  to  disperse :  Whilst  our  t:^lck8  were  turned  on  the 
troops,  we  were  fired  on  by  them,  and  a  number  of  our  men  were  instantly 
killed  and  wounded.  Nota  ^n  was  fired,  by  any  person  in  our  company,  on 
the  regulars,  to  bur  knowledge,  before  they  fired  on  us,  and  they  continued 
firing  until  we  had  all  made  our  escape. 

^  Signed  by  each  of  the  above  aeponents." 

LEXINGTON,  wJ^25, 1776. 

"  We,  Nathaniel  Parkhurst,  Jonas  Parker,  John  Munroe,  jun.  John  Winship, 
Solomon  Pierce,  John  Muzzy,  Abner  Meeds,  John  Bridse,  jun.  Ebenezer  Bow- 
man, William  Munroe  the  3d,  Micah  Hager,  Samuel  Saunderson,  Samuel 
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Hastings,  and  James  Brown,  of  Lexin|;ton,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and 
eolonjr  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  New-England,  and  all  of  lawful  age,  do 
testlty  and  say,  that,  on  the  oiominff  of  the  nineteenth  of  April  instant,  about 
one  or  two  o'clock,  being  informed,  Qiata  number  of  regular  officers  had  been 
riding  up  and  down  the  road  the  evening  and  night  preceding,  and  that  some  of 
the  inhaoitants,  as  they  were  passing,  had  been  insulted  by  the  officers,  and 
stopped  by  them ;  and  being  also  informed,  that  the  regular  troops  were  on  their 
inarch  from  Boston,  in  order  (as  it  was  said)  to  take  the  colony  stores,  then 
deposited  at  Concord,  we  met  on  the  parade  of  our  company  in  this  town ;  after 
the  company  had  collected,  we  were  ordered,  by  captain  Parker,  fwho  com- 
manded us)  to  disperse  for  the  present,  and  to^  be  ready  to  attend  the  beat  of 
the  drum,  and  accordingly  the  company  went  into  houses  near  the  place  of 
parade.  We  further  testify  and  say,  that,  about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we 
attended  the  beat  of  our  drum,  and  were  formed  on  the  parade ;  we  were  faced 
towards  the  regulars  then  marching  up  to  us,  and  some  of  our  company  were 
coming  to  the  parade  ^ith  their  backs  towards  the  troops,  and  others  on  the 
parade,  began  to  disperse  when  the  regulars  fired  on  the  company,  before  a  gun 
was  fired  by  any  of  our  company  on  them.  They  killed  eight  of  our  company, 
and  wounded  several,  and  continued  their  fire,  until  we  had  all  made  our  escape. 

*'  Signed  by  each  of  the  deponents." 

Lj  XINGTON,  w^rt/  25,  1775. 

<'  I,  Timothy  Smith,  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  colony 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  New-England,  being  of  lawful  ase,  do  testify  and 
declare,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  of  April  instant,  being  on 
Ijezington  common,  as  a  spectator,  I  saw  a  laree  bodjr  of  regular  troops  march- 
ing up  towards  the  Lexington  company,  then  dispersing,  and  likewise  saw  the 
regular  troops  fire  on  the  Lexington  company,  before  the  latter  fired  a  gun  ;  I 
immediately  ran,  and  a  volley  was  discharged  at  me,  which  put  me  in  immi- 
nent danger  of  losing  my  life ;  I  soon  returned  to  ihe  common,  and  saw  eight 
of  the  Lexington  men  who  were  killed,  and  lay  bleeding  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  each  other  i  and  several  were  wounded :  And  further  faith  not. 

"TIMOTHY  SxMITH." 

LEXINGTON,  ,^1 25,  1775. 

*•  We,  Levi  Mead  and  Levi  Harrington,  both  of  Lexineton,  in  the  county- of 
Middlesex,  and  colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  New-England,  and  of  law- 
liil  age,  do  testify  and  declare,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  of  April, 
being  on  Lexington  commons,  as  spectators,  we  saw  a  large  body  of  regular 
troops  marching  up  towards  the  Lexington  company,  and  some  of  the  regulars, 
on  horses,  whom  we  took  to  be  officers,  fired  a  pistol  or  two  on  the  Lexington 
company,  which  was  then  dispersing :  l^hese  were  the  first  guns  that  were 
fired,  and  they  were  immediately  followed  by  several  voUies  from  the  regu-  ^ 
lars,  by  which  eight  men,  belonging  to  said  company,  were  killed,  and  several 
wounded. 

"  LEVI  HARRINGTON, 
•'  LEVI  MEAD." 

^  ^  LEXINGTON,  Aprils,  1775. 

**  I,  William  Draper,  of  lawful  a^,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Colrain,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  and  colony  of  Massachusettts-Bay,  in  New -England,  do 
testify  and  declare,  that,  being  on  the  parade  of  said  Lexington,  April  19th 
instant,  about  half  an  hour  before  sunrise,  the  king's  regular  troops  appeared  at 
the  meetin^-houseof  Lexington.  Captain  Parker's  company,  who  were  drawn 
up  back  ofsaid  meeting-house  on  the  parade,  turned  from  said  troops,  making 
their  escape,  by  dispersing ;  in  the  mean  time,  the  regular  troops  made  an 
huzza,  and  ran  towuds  captain  Parker's  company,  who  were  dispersing,  and. 
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iroiiiediately  after  the  huzza  was  made,  the  conimtoding  officer  of  said  troo|K 
(as  I  took  him)  gaTe  tlie  command  to  the  said  troops*  nre  \ "  fire !  damn  you* 
fire  !^'  and  immediateljr»  thej  fired  before  an j  of  captain  Parker's  conptiif 
fired,  I  tiien  being  witliin  three  or  four  rods  of  said  regular  troops:  And  further 
sajnot 

"  WILLIAM  DRAPER." 

LEXINGTON,  Afirii  23, 1775. 

"  I,  Thomas  Fessenden,  of  lawful  age,  testify  and  declare^  that,  being  in  a 
pasture  near  the  nieeting-hou8e,  at  said  Lexington,  on  Wednesday  last,  at 
about  half  an  hour  before  sunrise,  1  saw  a  number  of  regular  troops  pass  spee- 
dily bj  said  meeting-house,  on  their  way  towards  a  company  of  militia'of  said 
Lexington,  who  were  assembled  to  the  number  of  about  one  hundred  in  a  com- 
pany, at  the  distance  of  eighteen  or  twenty  rods  from  said  meetiog-house; 
and  after  they  had  passed  by  said  meeting-house,  I  saw  three  oflBcers,  on  horse- 
back, advance  to  the  front  of  said  regulars,  when  one  of  them,  being  within 
six  rods  of  the  said  militia,  cried  out, "  disnerse,  you  rebels*  immediately .'^  oo 
which  he  brandished  his  sword  over  his  head  three  times ;  meanwhile  the 
second  officer,  who  was  about  two  rods  behind  him,  fired  a  pistol,  pointed  at 
said  militia,  and  the  regulars  kept  huzzaing  till  he  had  finished  brandishing 
his  sword,  and  when  he  had  thus  finished  brandishing  his  sword,  he  pointed  it 
down  towards  said  militia,  and  immediately  on  which  the  said  regnlars  fired 
a  volley  at  the  militia,  and  then  I  ran  off  as  uast  as  I  could,  while  they  contnia^ 
firing,  till  i  got  out  of  their  reach.  I  further  testify,  that  as  soon  as  ever  the 
officer  cried  *'  disperse,  you  rebels,"  the  said  company  of  milida  dispersed  ereij 
way,  as  fast  as  they  could,  and,  while  they  were  dispersiBg,  the  rqpiliirs  kept 
firing  at  them  incessantly:  And  further  saithnot. 

«<  THOMAS  FESSENINSN." 

UNCOLN,  vJ/rn723, 1775. 

*<  I,  John  Bateman,  belonging  to  tlie  iifty-sccond  regiment,  commanded  by 
colonel  Jones,  on  Wednesday  morning,  on  the  19th  day  of  April  instanti  was 
in  the  party  marching  to  Concord,  being  at  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, being nish  the  meeting-house  in  Said  Lexmgton,  there  was  a  small  party 
of  men  gatherra  together  in  that  place,  when  our  said  troops  marched  by,  and 
I  testify  and  declare,  that  I  heard  the  word  of  command  given  to  the  troops 
to  fire,  and  some  of  said  troops  did  fire,  and  I  saw  one  of  said  small  party  lay 
dead  on  the  ground  nigh  said  meeting-house ;  and  I  testify,  that  I  never 
heard  any  of  the  inhabitants  so  much  as  fire  one  gun  on  said  stroops. 

"  JOHN  BATHdAN." 

LEXINGTON,  Apia  23, 1775. 

**We,  John  Hoar,  John  Whitlicad,  Abraham  Garfield,  Benjamin  Manroje, 
Isaac  Parks,  William  Hosmer,  John  Adams,  Gregory  Stone,  all  of  Lincoln,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  Massachusetts-Bay,  all  of  lawful  a^e,  do  testiihrand 
say,  that,  on  Wednesday  last,  we  were  assembled  at  Concord,  m  the  moranr of 
said  day, 'in  consec^uence  of  information  received,  that  a  brigade  of  reffular 
troops  were  on  their  march  to  the  said  town  of  Concord,  who  had  killed  six 
men  at  the  town  of  Lexington ;  about  an  hour  afterwards  we  saw  them  approach- 
ing, to  the  number,  as  we  apprehended,  of  about  twelve  hundred,  on  which  we  re- 
treated to  a  hill  about  eignty  rods  back,  and  the  said  troops  then  took  posses- 
sion ot  the  hill,  where  we  were  first  posted ;  presently  after  tfais^  ve  saw  the 
troops  moving  towards  the  north  bridge,  about  one  mile  from  the  said  Concord 
meetini^-house ;  we  then  immediately  went  before  them  and  passed  the  bridge 
just  before  a  party  of  them,  to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred,  arrived ;  they 
there  left  about  one  half  of  their  two  hundred  at  the  bridge,  and  proceededf, 
with  the  rest,  towards  col.  Barrett's,  about  two  miles  from  uc  said  bridge;  we 
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then  seeing  several  fires  in  the  town,  thought  the  houses  in  Concord  were  in 
danger,  and  marched  towards  the  said  bridge ;  and  the  troops  that  were  station- 
ed there,  observing  oar  approach,  marched  back  over  the  bridge  and  then  took 
ttp  some  of  the  planks ;  we  then  hastened  oar  march  towards  the  bridge,  and 
i^en  we  had  got  near  the  brid^,-  they  fired  on  our  men,  first  three  gnns,  one 
after  the  other,  and  then  a  considerable  number  more ;  and  then,  and  not  be- 
fore (having  orders  from  our  commanding  officers  not  to  fire  till  we  were  fired 
upon)  we  fired  upon  the  regulars  and  thejr  retreated.  On  their  retreat  through 
tlie  town  of  Lesingtonto  Charlestown,  thej  ravaged  and  destroyed  private  pro- 
perty, and  burnt  uiree  houses,  one  barn  and  one  shop. 

"  Signed  by  each  of  tne  above  deponents." 

LEXINGTON,  April  23, 1775. 
"  We,  Nathan  Barrot,  captain ;  Jonathan  Farrar,  Joseph  Butler,  and  Fran- 
cis Wheeler,  lieutenants  ;  John  Barret,  ensign  ;  John  Brown,  Silas  Walker, 
£phraim  Melvin,  Nathan   Battrick,  Stephen  Hosmer,  jun.  Samuel  Barret, 
Thomas  Jones,  Joseph  Chandler,  Peter  Wheeler,  Nathan  Pierce,  and  Edward 
Richardson,  all  of  Concord,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  the  province  of 
Massachusetts-Bay,  of  lawful  age,  testify  and  declare,  that  on  Weonesday,  the 
nineteenth  instant,  about  an  hour  after  sun -rise^  we  assembled  on  a  hill  near 
the  meeting-house,  in  Concord  aforesaid,  in  consequence  of  an  information, 
that  a  number  of  regular  troops  had  killed  six  of  our  countrymen,  at  Lexington, 
and  were  on  thiir  march  to  said  Concord ;  and  about  an  hour  afterwards,  W0 
saw  them  approaching,  to  the  number,  as  we  imagine,  of  about  twelve  hundred ; 
OA  which  we  retreated  to  a  hill  about  eighty  rodii  back,  and  the  idbresaid 
troops  then  took  possession  of  ^a  hill  where  we  w^re  first  posted.    Presently 
after  this,  we  saw  them  moving  towards  tlie  north  bridge,,  ahout  one  mile  from 
the  said  meeting-hoiise ;  we  then  immediately  went  before  them»  and  passed 
the  bridge  just  before  a  party  of  them,  to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred^ 
arrived.    They  there  left  about  one  half  of  these  two  hundred  at  the  bndge^ 
and  proceeded  with  the  rest  towards  colonel  Barrett's,  about  two  miles  front 
tlie  said  bridge.    We  then  seeing  several  fires  in  the  town,  thought  our  houses 
were  in  danger,  and  immediately  marched  back  towards  said  bridge,  and  the 
troops  who  were  stationed  there,  observing  our  approach,  marched  back  over 
the  bridge,  and  then  took  up  some  of  the  planks.    We  then  hastened  our  steps; 
towards  the  bridge,  and  when  we  had  got  near  the  brid&:e,  they  fired  on  our 
men,  first  three  guns,  one  after  the  other,  and  then  a  considerable  number  more ; 
upon  whieh,  and  not  before,  (having  orders  from  our  commanding  officer  not 
to  fire  till  we  were  fired  upon)  we  fired  upon  the  regulars,  and  they  retreated. 
At  Concord,  and  on  their  retreat  through  Lexington,  they  plundered  many 
houses,  burnt  three  at  Lexington,  together  with  a  shop  and  barn,  and  committed 
damage,  more  or  less,  to  almost  every  house  from  Concord  to  Charlestown. 

"Signed  by  the  above  deponents." 
**  We,  Joseph  Butler,  and  Ephraim  MeTvin,  do  testify  and  declare,  that 
Tvhen  the  regalar  troops  fired  upon  our  people,  at  the  north  bridge,  in  Concord, 
a»  related  in  the  foregoing  depositions,  they  shot  one,  and  we  believe  two,  of  bur 
people  before  we  fired  a  single  gun  at  them. 

"JOSEPH  BUTLER, 
Leatington,  ^prUSS,  1775.  "EPHRAIM  MELVIN." 

CONCORD,  April  23, 177S, 

**  1,  Timothy  Minot,  jun.  of  Concord,  on  tlie  nineteenth  day  of  this  instant, 
April*  after  taat  t  had  beard  of  the  regular  troops  firing  upon  Lexington  men, 
and  fearisg  that  hostilities  might  be  committed  at  Concord,  thought  it  my 
incumbent  duty  to  secure  my  &nily.— After  I  had  secured  my  fanniy,  some 
time  after  that,  returning  towards  my  own  dwelling,  and  finding  that  the  bridge 
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on  the  north  part  of  said  Concord,  was  yarded  by  regular  troops,  being  a 
spectator  of  what  had  happened  at  said  bridge,  declare,  that  the  regular  troops 
stationed  on  said  bridge,  after  thej  saw  the  men  that  were  collected  on  tae 
westerly  side  of  said  bridge,  marched  towards  said  bridge,  then  the  troops  re- 
turned towards  the  easterly  side  of  said  bridge,  and  formed  themselves,  as  I 
tliought,  for  regular  fight :  after  that  they  fired  one  gun,  then  two  or  three  mor^ 
before  the  men  that  were  stationed  on  the  westerly  part  of  said  bridge  fired  on 
them.  "  TIMOTHY  MINOT,  Jun." 

LEXINGTON,  w«J>rt7  23,  1775. 

*<I,  James  Barrett,  of  Concord,  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  militia,  ic  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  do  testify  and  say,  that,  on  Wednesday  morning  last, 
about  day-break,  I  was  informed  of  the  approach  of  a  number  of  the  r^iilar 
troop  to  tlie  town  of  Concord,  where  were  some  magazines  belonging  to  this 
province,  when  there  was  assembled  some  of  the  militia  of  this  and  the  neijs;h- 
Doring  towns,  I  ordered  them  to  march  to  the  north  bridge  (so  called)  which 
they  had  passed  and  were  taking  up.  I  ordered  said  militia  to  march  to  said 
bridge  and  pass  the  same,  but  not  to  fire  on  the  king's  troops  unless  they  were 
first  fired  upon.  We  advanced  near  said  bridge,  when  the  said  troops  fired  upon 
our  militia,  and  killed  two  men  dead  on  the  spot,  and  wounded  several  others, 
which  was  the  first  firing  of  guns  in  the  town,  of  Concord :  my  detachment  then 
returned  the  fire,  which  killed  and  wounded  several  of  the  king's  troops. 

"JAMES  BARRETT  » 

LEXINGTON,  .^^23, 1775. 

^*  We,  Bradbury  Robinson,  Samuel  Spring,  Thaddeus  Bancroft,  all  of  Gon« 
cord ;  and  James  Adams,  of  Lexington,  all  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  all  of 
lawful  ace,  do  testify  and  say,  that  on  Wednesday  morning  last,  near  ten  of 
tlie  clock,  we  saw  near  one  hundred  of  the  regular  troops,  bein^  in  the  town 
of  Concord,  at  the  north  bridge  in  said  town  (so  called)  and  having  passed  the 
same,  they  were  taking  up  said  bridge,  when  about  three  hundred  of  our  militia 
were  advancing  toward  said  bridge,  in  order  to  pass  said  bridge,  when,  without 
saying  any  thing  to  us,  they  discnarged  a  number  of  guns  on  us,  which  killed 
two  men  dead  on  the  spot,  and  wounded  several  others ;  when  we  returned 
the  fire  on  ttiem,  which  killed  two  of  tliem,  and  wounded  several,  which  was 
the  beginning  of  hostilities  in  the  town  of  Concord. 

«  BRADBURY  ROBINSON, 
"SAMUEL  SPRING, 
"THADDEUS  BANCROFT, 
"JAMES  ADAMS." 

WORCESTER,  JipHl  26, 1775. 

"Hannah  Bradish,  of  that  part  of  Cambridge,  called  Menotomy,  and  daughter 
of  Timothy  Paine,  of  Worcester,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  esq.  of  lawfid 
age,  testifies  and  says,  that  about  five  o'clock  on  Wednesday  last,  afternoon, 
being  in  her4>ed-  chamber,  with  her  infant  child,  atK)ut  eight  days  old^  she  was 
surprised  by  the  firing  of  the  king's  troops  and  our  people,  6n  their  return 
from  Concoi'd.  She  being  weak  and  unable  to  go  out  of  tier  house,  in  order 
to  secure  herself  and  family,  they  all  retired  into  the  kitchen,  in  the  back  part 
of  the  house.  She  soon  found  tne  house  surrounded  with  the  king's  troops; 
that  upon  observation  made,  at  least  seventy  bullets  were  shot  into  the  front 
part  of  the  house ;  several  bullets  lodged  in  the  kitchen  where  she  was,  and 
one  passed  through  an  easy  chair  she  nad  just  gone  from.  The  door  of  the 
front  part  of  the  liouse  was  broken  open ;  she  did  not  see  any  soldiers  in 
the  house,  but  supposed,  by  the  noise,  they  were  in  the  front  After  the 
troops  had  gone  oft,  she  missed  the  following  things,  which,  she  verily  believes, 
were  taken  out  of  the  house  by  the  king's  troops^  viz:  one  rich  brocade  gown, 
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called  a  negl^ee,  one  lutestring  guwn,  one  white  quilt,  one  pair  of  brocade  shoes, 
three  shifts,  eight  white  aprons,  three  caps,  one  case  of  ivory  knives  and  forks, 
and  several  other  small  articles. 

"  HANNAH  BRADISH." 

"Mrs.  Hannah  Bradish,  the  above  deponent,  maketh  oath  before  us,  the 
subscribers,  two  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace,  for  the  countj  of  Wor* 
cester,  and  of  the  quorum,  diat  the  above  deposition,  according  to  her  best 
recollection,  is  the  truth.    Which  deposition  is  taken  in  perpetuam  rei  me- 

"THOMAS  STEEL, 
"TIMOTHY  PAINE." 

CONCORD,  April  23, 1775. 

^  "  I,  James  Marr,  of  lawful  age,  testify  and  say,  that  in  the  evening  of  the 
eighteenth  instant,  I  received  orders  from  George  Hutchinson,  adjutant  of  the 
fourth  regiment  of  the  regular  troops  stationed  at  Boston,  to  prepare  and 
march :  to  which  orders  I  attended,  and  marched  to  Concord,  where  I  was 
ordered  Uj  an  officer  witli  about  one  hundred  men,  to  guard  a  certain  bridge 
there ;  while  attending  that  service,  a  number  of  people  came  along,  in  order, 
as  I  suppose,  to  cross  said  bridge,  at  which  time  a  number  of  the  regular  troops 
firs^t  fired  upon  them. 

"  JAMES  MARR.'' 

» 

MEDFORD,  April  25, 1775. 

"I,  Edward  Thoroton  Gould,  of  his  majesty's  own  regiment  of  foot,  beinz 
of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  declare,  that  on  the  evening'of  the  ei^hteentn 
instant,  under  the  orders  of  general  Gage,  I  embarked  witn  the  light  infantry 
and  grenadiers  of  the  line,  commanded  oy  colonel  Smith,  and  landed  on  the 
marshes  of  Cambridge,  from  whence  we  proceeded  to  Lexington ;  on  our  ar- 
rival at  that  place,  we  saw  a  body  of  provincial  troops  armed,  to  the  number 
of  about  sixty  or  seventy  men;  on  our  approach,  they  dispersed,  and  soon  after 
firing  began,  but  which  party  fired  first,  I  cannot  exactly  say,  as  our  troops 
rushed  on  shouting,  and  huzzaing,  previous  to  the  firing,  which  was  continued 
by  our  troops,  so  long  as  any  of  tiie  provincials  were  to  be  seen.    From  thence 
Ve  marched  to  Concord.    On  a  hill  near  the  entrance  of  the  town,  we  saw 
another  body  of  provincials  assembled ;  the  light  infantry  companies  were  or- 
dered up  the  hill  to  disperse  them ;  on  our  approach,  they  retreated  towards 
Concord;  the  grenadiers  continued  the  road  under  the  hill  towards  the  town. 
Six  companies  of  light  infantry  were  ordered  down  to  take  possession  of  the 
bridge,  which  the  provincials  retreated  over;  the  company  I  commanded  was 
one :  three  companies  of  the  above  detachment  went  forwards  about  two  miles ; 
in  the  mean  time,  the  provincial  troops  returned,  to  the  number  of  about  three 
or  four  hundred :  we  arew  up  on  the  Concord  side  of  the  bridge,  the  provin- 
cials came  down  upon  us,  upon  which  we  engaged  and  gave  the  first  fire ;  this 
was  the  first  engagement  alter  the  one  at  Lexington ;  a  continued  firing  from 
both  parties  lasted  through  the  whole  day ;  I  myself  was  wounded  at  the  attack 
of  the  bridge,  and  am  now  treated  witli  the  greatest  humanity,  and  taken  all 
possible  care  of  by  the  provincials  at  Medfora. 

••  EDWARD  THOROTON  GOULD,  Lieut 

King's  own  Regiment" 

VoL.L  9 
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Maiac'St^Bay.  \  J^tiddUse.- cou^Uy.  ^jrril  25.  1775. 

"  Lieu.  Thoroton  Gould,  aforenamed,  personally  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  foregoing  declaration  by  him  subscribed,  before  us, 

"  THAD.  MASSON, 
<«  JOS  r AH  JOHNSON, 
«  SIMON  TUFTS, 
Justices  of  the  peace,  for  the  county  aforesaid,  quorum  unus.^ 

Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  Charlestown,  ss. 

"  I,  Nathaniel  Gorham,  notary  and  tabellion  public,  by  lawful  authority  duly 
admitted  and  sworn,  hereby  certify,  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern.  That 
Thadeus  Masson,  Josiah  Johnson,  and  Simon  Tufts,  esqrs.  are  three  of  bis 
majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  (quorum  unus)  for  the  county  of  Middlesex ; 
and  that  full  faith  and  credit  is,  and  ought  to  be  given  to  their  transactions,  as 
such,  both  in  court  and  out  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my 
name  and  seal,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  Jinno  Domini,  one  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  seventy -five. 

«  NATHANIEL  GORHAM,  J^Totary  Public.''  (L.  S.) 

(All  the  above  depositions  are  sworn  to  before  justices  of  the  peace  and  duly 
attested  by  notaries  public,  in  manner  of  the  last  one.) 

In  Phovincial  Congress,  Watertown,  Jipril  26,  1775, 

To  die  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain. 

''Friends  and  fellow-subjects, 

**  Hostilities  are  at  length  commenced  in  this  colony/by  the  troops  under  the 
command  of  general  Gage,  and  it  bein^  of  the  greatest  importance,  that  an 
early,  true,  and  authentic  account  of  this  inhuman  proceeding  should  be  known 
to  )ou,  the  Congress  of  this  colony  have  transmitted  the  same,  and  from  want 
of  a  session  of  the  hon.  Continental  Congress,  think  it  proper  to  address  youoA 
the  alarming  occasion. 

*'  By  the  clearest  depositions,  relative  to  this  transaction,  it  will  appear  that, 
on  the  night  preceding  the  nineteentli  of  April  instant,  a  bpdy  of  tne  king's 
troops,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Smith,  were  secretly  landed  at  Cam- 
abridge,  with  an  apparent  desisii  to  take  or  destroy  the  military  and  other  stores, 
^provided  for  the  dfefence  of  this  colony,  and  deposited  at  Concord — ^that  some 
inhabitants  of  the  colony,  on  the  night  aforesaid,  whilst  travelling  peaceably  on 
the  road  between  Boston  and  Concord,  w6re  seized  and  greauy  abused  by 
armed  men,  who  appeared  to  be  oiRcers  of  general  Gage's  army : — ^that  the 
town  of  Lexington  by  these  means  was  alarmed,  and  a  company  of  tlie  inhabit- 
ants mustered  on  the  occasion — that  the  regular  troops,  on  their  way  to  Con- 
cord, marched  into  the  said  town  of  Lexington,  and  the  said  company  ontiieir 
approach  began  to  disperse — ^that  notwithstanding  this,  the  regulars  rushed  on 
with  great  violence,  and  first  began  hostilities,  by  firing  on  said  Lexington  com- 
panjr,  whereby  they  killed  eight  and  wounded  several  others — ^that  the  regulars 
continued  their  fire  until  those  of  said  company,  who  were  neither  killed  nor 
wounded,  had  made  their  escape — that  colonel  Smith,  with  the  detachment, 
^  then  marched  to  Concord,  where  a  number  of  provincials  were  again  fired  on 
by  the  troops,  two  of  them  killed  and  several  wounded,  before  the  provincials 
fired  on  them,  and  that  these  hostile  measures  of  the  troops  produced  an 
engagement  that  lasted  through  the  day,  in  which  many  of  the  provincials,  and 
more  of  the  regular  troops  were  killed  and  wounded. 

"^o  give  a  particular  account  of  the  ravages  of  the  troops,  as  they  retreat- 
ed from  Concord  toCharlestown,  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impracticable ; 
let  it  suffice  to  say,  that  a  great  number  of  the  houses  on  the  road  were  plun- 
dered, and  rendered  unfit  for  use ;  sev^nd  were  burnt ;  womeo  ia  chila-bed 
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were  driven,  by  the  soldiery^  naked  into  the  streets ;  old  men  peaceably  in  their 
houses  were  snot  dead ;  and  such  scenes  exhibited  as  would  disgrace  the  an- 
nals of  the  most  uncivilized  nations. 

"These,  brethren,  are  marks  of  ministerial  vengeance  against  this  colon j^ 
for  refusing,  with  her  sister  colonies,  a  submission  to  slavery ;  but  they  have 
not  yet  detached  us  from  our  royal  sovereign.  We  profess  to  be  his  loyal  and 
dutiful  subjects,  and  so  hardly  idealt  with  as  we  have  been, -are  still  ready 9 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  defend  his  person,  family,  crown,  and  dijenity. 
Nevertheless,  to  the  persecution  and  tyranny  of  his  cruel  ministry  we  will  not 
tamely  submit — appealing  to  heaven  for  the  justice  of  our  cause,  we  determine 
to  die  or  be  free. 

'*  We  cannot  think  that  the  honor,  wisdom,  and  valour  of  Britons  will  suf- 
fer them  to  be  long  inactive  spectators  of  measures,  in'  which  they  themselves 
are  so  deeply  interested  : — Measures  pursued  in  opposition  to  the  solemn  pro- 
tests of  many  noble  lords,  and  expressed  Isehse  ot  conspicuous  commoners, 
whose  knowledge  and  virtue  have  long^  characterized  them  as  some  of  the 
greatest  men  in  the  nation : — Measures  executing  contrary  to  the.  interest, 
petitions  and  resolves  of  many  large,  respectable  and  opulent  counties,  cities, 
and  boroughs  in  Great-Britain :— Measures  highly  incompatible  with  justice, 
but  still  pursued  with  a  specious  pretence  of  easing  the  nation  of  its  burthens:—* 
Measures  which,  if  successful,  must  end  in  the  ruin  and  slavery  of  Britain,  as 
well  as  the  persecuted  American  colonies. 

<'  We  sincerely  hope,  that  the  great  Sovereign  of  the  Universe,  who  hath  so 
often  appeared  for  the  English  nation,  will  support  you  in  every  ratioi^al  and 
manly  exertion  with  these  colonics,  for  savrng  it  from  ruin ;  and  that  in  a  con* 
stitutional  connexion  with  the  mother  country,  we  shall  soon  be  altogether  a 
free  and  happy  people. 

«  Per  order,  JOSEPH  WARREN,  President.  P.  T." 

Ordered.  That  the  secretary  have  the  above  depositions  and  the  address  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  published. 

Resolved.  ^.  C.  D.  That  Ihe  Cong;re88  will,  on  Monday  next,  resolve  itself' 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  die  state  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts-Bay 
be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock,  and  from  thence  to  Saturday. 

SATURDAY,  Jtfay  13, 1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Th^  Congress  being  informed  that  doctor  Lyman  Hall  attended  at  the  door^ 
as  a  delegate  from  the  parish  of  St.  John's,  in  the  colony  of  Georgia,  and  desir-* 
ed  to  know  whether,  as  such,  he  may  be  admitted  to  this  Congress  ; 

Agreed  unanimously^  lliat  he  be*  admitted  as  a  delegate  from  the  parish  of 
St.  John's,  in  the  colony  of  Georgia,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  Congress 
shall  determine,  relative  to  his  voting. 

Mr.  Lyman  Hall  being  accordingly  admitted,  produced  his  credentials, 
which  were  read  and  approved,  and  are  as  follows : 

To  the  honorable  gentlemen  gf  the  Congress,  designed  to  be  held  at  Philadelpliia,  on  May  A.  D.  1775. 

The  address  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  8t,  John%  in  the  province 

of  Georgia* 
'*  Gentlemek, 

**  To  give  a  particular  detail  of  our  many  struggles  in  the  cause  of  liberty, 
the  many  meetings  thereby  occasioned  and  held  in  this  parish,  the  endeavours 
we  have  used  to  induce  the  rest  of  this  province  to  concur  with  us,  the  attend- 
ance of  our  committee  on  the  provincial  conventions,  held  at  Savannah,  In  this 
province,  and  particularly  that  of  the  18th  of  January  last,  with  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  tne  reasons  of  our  dissent  frpm  them,  we  think  would  be  tedious 
to  you,  and  therefore  send  a  su^nuuiry  abstract?  which,  mih  t)ic  account,  ^at. 


«« 
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may  be  gJvcn  b^  Lyman  Hall,  esq.  appointed  a  delegate  to  represent  and  act 
for  this  parish  in  the  general  Continental  Congress,  to  be  Held  in  May  next, 
and  the  testimonies  of  the  honorable  delegates  from  South->Carolina«  we  bope 
will  be  satisfactory.  • 

"Immediately  upon  our  being  honored  with  an  answer^  the  representatioti 
of  our  case  transmitted  to  tho  honorable  Congress,  which  sat  at  Philadelphia 
last  year,  with  a  copy  of  the  association  there  entered  into,  we  had  a  meeting, 
and  our  proceedings  then  and  since  that  time,  will,  in  brief,  appear  from  the 
following  abstracts  of  an  address  from  this  parish  to  the  committee  of  corres- 
pondence in  Charleston,  South- Carolina,  which  is  as  follows : 
"  Gentlemen,  ' 

"  Herewith  will  be  communicated  to  you,  the  several  steps  taken  by  this 
parish  in  their  endeavours  to  conform,  as  near  as  possible,  to  the  resolntions 
entered  into  by  the  other  colonies :  and  the  particular  measures  now  adopted, 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  continental  association,  which  we  embraced 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  acceding  to,  by  subscribing  it ;  on  conditikin  that 
trade  and  commerce  with  the  other  colonies  be  continued  to  us  the  subscribers ; 
and  thereupon  should  have  immediately  sent  to  you  for  your  approbation  and 
indulgence,  but  were  delayed  by  a  summons  to  attend  a  provincial  Congress 
in  Savannah,  on  the  18th  of  January  last,  for  the  purpose,  as  we  understood, 
of  a  general  association  with  the  other  colonies,  ana  chusing  delegates :  at 
which  time  and  place  we  attended,  and  acquainted  the  other  parishes,  assem- 
bled on  that  occasion,  that  we  had  already  acceded  to  the  general  association, 
on  condition  as  abovemen tinned,  and  earnestly  requested  £em  todo  the  same. 
Had  they  acceded  fully  to  the  general  association,  we  should  have  had  no 
occasion  to  trouble  you  with  this  address ;  but,  as  they  did  not,  we  now  apply 
to  you,  to  admit  us,  the  subscribers,  to  an  alliance  with  you,  requesting  tnat 
you  will  allow  trade  and  commerce  to  be  continued  to  us,  the  same  to  be  con- 
ducted under  such  regulations  and  restrictions,  as  shall  be  consistent  with 
the  continental  association,  and  which,  on  our  part,  we  engage,  with  all  possi- 
ble care,  to  keep  inviolate.  As  we  of  this  parrsh  are  a  body  detacKed  from  the 
rest  Qi.  e.  of  this  province)  by  our  resolutions,  and  suflSciently  distinct  by  local 
mtuation,  large  enoush  for  particular  notice,  adjoining  a  particular  port,  and 
in  that  respect,  capable  of  conforming  to  the  general  association,  if  connected 
with  you,  witii  the  same  fidelity  as  a  distant  parish  of  your  own  province ;  we 
must  be  considered,  as  comprehended  within  the  spirit  and  equitable  meaning 
of  the  continental  association,  and  hope  you  will  not  condemn  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty,  especially  when  a  due  separation  is  made  between  them. 

•*  Give  us  leave  to  add  only,  that  we  wait  your  answer,  shall  be  glad  of  yoar 
advice,  ahd  are  with  esteem, 

**  Gentlemen,  yours,  &c." 
St,  JoMty  9th  February,  1775. 

To  which  we  received  the  following  answer: 
"  Gentlemen, 

«'  Your  letter,  accompanying  sundry  papers,  having  been  laid  before  a  very 
full  committee  of  this  colony,  and  undergone  the  most  mature  deliberation, 
I  am,  by  their  desire,  to  acquaint  vou,  Siat  they  have  tihe  highest  sense  of 
your  arduous  struggles  in  favour  of  the  common  cause  of  America;  and  most 
sincerely  lament  your  present  unhappy  situation ;  but  would  recommend  a 
continuance  of  yoijr  laudable  exertions,  and  the  laying  a  state  of  your  case 
before  the  ensuing  Continental  Congress,  as  the  only  means  of  obtaining  relief, 
and  to  put  you  in  the  situation  you  wish,  which  this  committee  appreSend  to 
be  entirely  out  of  their  power  to  do ;  as  it  is  their  opinion,  that  the  parish  of 
St*  John,  being  a  part  ot  the  colony  of  Georgia  (which,  by  not  acceding  to, 
has  violated  the  continental  association)  falls  under  the  14th  article  of  the 
said  association,  no  part  of  which  any  committee  can  presume  to  do  away,  &c.' * 
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^  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  answer,  it  was  seriously  considered  in  what 
manner  to  conduct  in  the  present  situation ;  and  proposed,  whether  we  should 
immediateljbreak  off  all  connexion  and  commerce  with  Savannah,  and  all  other 
inhabiUmts  of  this  province,  who  have  not  fully  acceded  to  the  continental  as- 
sociation. 

**  It  was  considered,  that  as  we  were  denied  commerce  with  any  other  colony^ 
and  but  one  merchant  among  us  considerable  for  dry  soods,  had  signed  our 
association,  and  he  insufficient  for  a  present  supply,  and  we  utterly  unable  a^ 
present  to  procure  materials  or  manufactures  for  clothing  among  ourselves,  we 
must,  by  such  a  resolution,  become  extremely  miserable ;  it  was  therefore  con- 
cluded, that  till  we  could  obtain  trade  and  commerce  vntii  some  other  colony,  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  continue  it  in  some  respects  Mth  our  own,  and  deter- 
mined that  it  be  carried  on  under  the  following  regulations : 

^  1.  That  none  of  us  shall  directly  or  indirectly  purchase  any  slave  imported 
at  Savannah,  i}9xm  numbers  of  which  we  understand  are  there  expected,)  till 
the  sense  of  the  Congress  shall  be  made  known  to  us. 

^  2.  That  we  will  not  trade  at  all  with  any  merchant  at  Savannah,  or  else- 
where, that  will  not  join  in  our  associating  agreement,  otherwise  than  under 
the  inspection  of  a  committee,  for  that  purpose  appointed,  and  for  such  things 
only  as  they  shall  judge  necessary,  and  when  they  shall  think  there  are  neces- 
sary reasons  for  so  doing. 

^  A  commiitteewas  then  nominated,  and  appointed  to  sit  weekly  on  Thurs- 
days, tor  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

^  It  was  then  resolved,  that  a  delegate  be  sent  from  this  parish  to  tlie  Con- 
ffresB,  to  beheld  at  Philadelphia,  in  May  next,  and  that  Tuesday,  the  21st  ot 
Siarch,be  appointed  for  chusingone. 

**  On  the  said  Slst  of  March,  at  a  full  meeting,  Lyman  Hall  esq.  was  unan- 
imously chosen,  to  represent  and  act  for  tlie  inhabitants  of  this  parish,  as  a 
delegate  at  the  general  Congress,  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  in  May  next, 
who  are  determined  faithfully  to  adhere  to,  and  abide  by  the  determination  of 
him,  and  the  other  honorable  members  of  the  saine. 

^  Signed  by  order  of  tlie  inhabitants,  . 

By  DANIEL  ROBERTS,  and  twenty  others, 
members  of  the  committee." 

"  ABdway^  St.  JbAft'«  Parith, 

m  the  prtvince  of  Oeorgia,  'April  13,.  jf.  />.  1775." 

A  petition  from  the  county  of  Frederick,  in  Virginia,  addressed  to  the  Con- 
gress, was  presented  and  read. 

•if^eedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Monday, 
^joumed  till  Monday  at  nine  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  May  15,  \T75. 

The  C.oneress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Besides  those  who  met  at  the  opening  of  the  Congress,  the  following  mem- 
bers attended  j  from  New  York,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr, 
Clinton,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  ;  from  Pennsylvania,  Mr» 
Wilson ;  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Stone,  and  Mr.  Goldsborough. 

Upon  motion, 

Jigreedt  lliat  the  secretary  be  allowed  to  employ  Timothy  Matlack,  as  « 
clerk,  he  having  first  taken  an  oath,  Or  affirmation,  to  keep  secret  the  trans- 
actions of  the  Congress,  that  may  be  entrusted  to  him,  or  may  come  to  his 
knowledge. 

The  city  and  county  of  New- York,  having,  through  the  delegates  of  that 
province,  applied  to  Congress  for  advice  how  to  conduct  themselves  with 
regard  totfae  troops  expected^thereK  the  Congress  took  the  matter  into  consider- 
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ation.  During  their  deliberations,  it  became  necessarj  to  take  the  opinion  of 
the  Congress  by  colonies,  upon  which  a  question  arose,  whether  tne  dele- 
gate from  the  parish  of  St.  John's,  in  the  colony  of  Georgia,  could  be  admit- 
ted to  vote.  After  some  debate  on  tliis  question,  the  dele^te  from  that  parish 
arose,  and  after  observing,  that  the  present  distressful  situatiA  of  American 
affairs  had  induced  a  necessity  of  this  Congress,  which  was  composed  of  dele- 
gates representing  whole  colonies;  that  as  he  did  not  represent  a  colony,  but 
only  a  part,  he  dia  not  insist  on  giving  a  vote  as  a  colony,  but  was  contented 
to  hear  and  assist  in  the  debates,  and  to  give  his  vote  in  all  cases,  except  when 
the  sentiments  of  the  Congress  were  taken  by  colonies. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  matter  referred  to 
them ;  during  the  debate,  Samuel  Ward,  esq.  one  of  the  delegates  from 
Rhode-Island,  appeared  and  produced  his  credentials,  which  being  read,  were 
approved,  and  are  as  follows. 

Bjr  the  honorable  the  general  aaaembW  of  the  English  colony  of  Rhode-Iiland  and  Pkon- 
(L.  S.  )  dence  PlantatiooB,  in  New-Kngland,  in  America. 

To  the  honorable  Stephen  Hopkins,  esq.  and  die  honorable  Samuel  Ward,  esq.  Greeting : 

Whereas  the  eeneral  assembly  of  the  colony  aforesaid,  have  nominated  and 
appointed  you,  me  said  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  to  represent  the 
people  of  tliis  colony,  in  a  general  Congress  of  representatives,  from  this 
and  the  other  colonies,  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  there,  in 
behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet,  and  join  with  the  commissioners,  or  delegates 
from  the  other  colonies,  in  consulting  upon  proper  measui-es  to  obtain  a  repeal 
of  the  several  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  for  levying  taxes  upon  his  majes- 
ty's subjects  in  America,  without  their  consent ;  and  upon  proper  measures 
to  establish  the  riehts  and  liberties  of  the  colonies,  upon  a  just  and  solid 
foundation,  agreeable  to  the  instructions  given  you  by  the  general  assembly. 

By  virtue  of  an  act  of  the -general  assembly,  i,  Henry  Ward,  esq,  secretary 
of  the  said  colony,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  saii 
colony,  this  seventh  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1775,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of 
the  reien  of  his  most  sacred  majesty  George  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
king  of  Great-Britain,  &c. 

Signed,  HENRY  WARD. 

The  matter  under  consideration  being  resumed,  the  Congress 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended,  for  the  present,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
New- York,  that  if  the  troops,  which  are  expected,  should  arrive,  the  saidcolony 
act  on  the  defensive,  so  long  as  may  be  consistent  with  their  safety  and  secu- 
rity ;  that  the  troops  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  barracks,  so  long  as  they 
behave  peaceably  and  quietly,  but  that  they  be  not  suffered  to  erect  fortifica- 
tions, or  take  any  steps  for  cutting  off  the  communication  between  the  town  and 
country,  and  that  if  they  commit  nostilities  or  invade  private  property,  the  in-^ 
habitants  should  defend  themselves  and  their  property,  and  repel  torce  by  force; 
that  the  warlike  stores  be  removed  from  the  town ;  that  places  of  retreat,  in 
case  of  necessity,  be  provided  for  the  women  and  children  of  New- York ;  and 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  men  be  embodied,  and  kept  in  constant  readiness 
forprotecting  tiie  inhabitants  from  insult  and  injury. 

Two  memorials,  one  from  Samuel  Shoemaker,  the  other  from  James  and 
Drinker,  merchants  of  this  city,  respecting  some  cargoes  purchased  by  them, 
and  intended  for  Newfoundland,  but  which  are  stopped  by  the  committee  of 
this  city,  were  laid  before  the  Congress,  and  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Upon  motion. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Washington,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  S,  Adams,  and  the  dele- 
gates from  N«w-York,  be  a  committee,  to  consider  what  posts  are  necessary 
to  be  occupied  in  the  colony  of  New-Yorkj  and  that  they  be  dedired  to  repent 
as  speedily  as  possible^ 
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Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  comnuttee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  America.         * 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  May  16,  1775. 

The  Congiress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  and  John  Murray,  of  New- York,  wa^  laid  before 
the  Congress,  and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration'  the  state  of  America ;  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tilghman 
reported  from  the  committee,  that  they  had  taken  the  matter  referred  to  them 
into  consideration,  but  not  having  come  to  any  resolution,  desired  him  to  move 
for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  state  of 
America.  i 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  17, 1775. 

The  Conmss  mat  according  to  adjournment,  and  the  order  of  the  day  being 
postponed  ml  to-morrow : 

Uppii  motion. 

Resolved  unanimotisly,  That  all  eicportations  to  Quebec,  Nova-Scotia,  the 
island  of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  Georgia,  except  the  parish  of  St.  John's, 
and  to  East  and  West  Florida,  immediately  cease,  and  that  no  provision  of 
any  kind,  or  other  tiecessaries  be  furnished  to  the  British  fisheries  on  the 
American  coasts,  until  it  be  otherwise  determined  by  the  Congress* 

Ordered,  That  this  be  published  immediately. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  May  18,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  honorable  Stephen  Hopkins,  esq.  from  Rhode-Island,  and  Patrick 
Henry,  esq.  from  Virginia,  attended  and  took  their  seats  in  Congress. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  conduct,  to  be  observed  in  de- 
hating  and  determining  questions,  laid  down  by  the  last  Congress,  be  adopted 
and  observed  by  the  present  Congress. 

The  president  laid  before  the  Con8;res8,  some  important  intelligence  he  received 
last  night,  by  express,  relative  to  Uie  surprising  and  taking  of  Ficonderoga,  by 
a  detachment  from  Massachusetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  which  was  read. 

Upon  motion.  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Brown,  who  brought  the  express,  be  called^ 
in  :  After  he  withdrew,  the  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  letters  and 
intelligence  communicated  to  them. 

Resolved,  Whereas  there  is  indubitable  evidence,  that  a  design  is  formed  by 
the  British  ministry,  of  making  a  cruel  invasion  from  the  province  of  Quebec, 
upon  these  colonies,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  our  lives  and  liberties,  and 
some  steps  have  actually  been  taken  to  carry  the  said  design  into  execution ; 
and,  whereas,  several  inhabitants  of  the  nortnem  colonies,  residing  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Ticonderoga,  and  immediately  exposed  to  incursions,  impelled  by  a 
just  regard  for  the  defence  and  preservation  of  themselves  and  their  country- 
men from  such  imminent  dangers  and  calamities,  have  taken  possession  of  that 
post,  in  which  was  lodged  a  quantity  of  cannon  and  military  stores,  that  would 
certainly  have  been  used  in  tiie  intended  invasion  of  these  colonies ;  this  Con- 
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gress  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  committees  of  the  cities  and  counties  of 
New-York  and  Albany,  immediately  to  cause  the  said  cannon  and  stiwes  to  be 
removed  from  Ticonclero^  to  the  sout^  end  of  lake  George ;  and,  if  necgeoary, 
to  apply  to  the  colonies  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts -Bay,  and  Connecti- 
cut, for  such  an  additional  body  offerees  as  will  be  sufficient  to  establish  a  strong 
post  at  tliat  place,  and  effectually  to  secure  said  cannon  and  stores*  or  so  many 
of  them  as  it  may  be  judged  proper  to  keep  there.  And  that  an  exact  inventory 
be  taken  of  all  such  cannon  and  stores,  m  order  that  they  may  be  safely  ra- 
turned,  when  the  restoration  of  the  former  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and 
these  colonies,  so  ardently  wished  fDr  by  the  latter,  shall  render  it  prudent,  and 
consistent  with  the  over-rulinglawof  self*preservation« 

Unsolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolv^^  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  t^e  into  dieir  farther  consideration  tbe  atate  of 
America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o^clock. 

FRIDAY,  May  19.  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  posts  are  necessary  to  be  occnfncd 
in  the  colony  of  New-York,  and  by  what  number  of  troops  it  will  be  proper 
they  should  be  guarded,  brought  in  their  report,  which,  being  read,  was  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whoTe. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  themselves  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  America,  and 
continued  to  do  so,  from  day  to  day,  till  Wednesday  the  24th,  on  which  day 
the  honorable  Peyton  Randolph,  prc§ident,beingunder  a  necessity  of  retoming 
ho\ne,  and  having  set  out  this  morning  early,  the  chair  was  vacant,  whereupon. 

On  motion,  the  honorable  John  Hancock,  esq.  was  unanimously  chosen 
president. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  themselves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  state  of  America,  and  repeated  the  same  on  the 
day  following. 

FRIDAY,  May  26,  1775. 

The  Congress  being  met  according  to  adjournment,  one  of  the  delegates 
from  New-Jersey  laid  oefore  them  a  minute  from  the  journals  of  the  assembly 
of  that  colony,  together  with  a  resolution  of  the  commons  of  Great-Britain, 
which  were  read  as  follows: 

«  New  Jersey,  House  of  Assembly,  May  20,  1775. 

"His  excellency  having  laid  before  the  house,  a  copy  of  the  resolntien  of 
the  honorable  house  of  commons  of  Great-Britain,  of  the  20th  of  February, 
1775,  containing  a  plan  formed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  unhappy  differ- 
ences between  our  parent  state  and  the  colonies;  which  plan,  under  tne  present 
circumstances,  this  house  could  not  comply  with  and  adopt,  and  yet  tiiia  house 
being  desirous  of  making  use  of  all  proper  means  to  effect  a  reconciliation,  do 
recommend  it  to  their  delegates  to  lay  the  same  plan  before  the  Continental 
6ongi*ess,  for  their  consideration.    ' 

"  A  true  copy  from  the  journals, 

«' RICHARD  SMITH,  Cbrit  «f  JaaemU^." 

Copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  commons,  FOnuKry  2Q,  1775. 
**  Meaolved,  That  when  the  ^vernor,  council  and  assembly,  or  general  eeiirt, 
•f  any  of  his  majesty's  provmces,  or  colonies,  in  America,  shall  prcmese  to 
make  provision  according  to  the  condition,  circumstances,  and  situations  of 
such  province  or  colony,  for  contributing  their  proportion  for  tiie  common  de- 
fence, (such  proportion  to  be  raised  under  the  authority  of  the  geneml  ooor^ 
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or  seneral  assembly  of  such  province  or  colon j»  and  disposable  bj  parliament,) 
and  shall  en^a^  to  make  provision  also  for  the  support  of  the  civil  government, 
and  the  administration  of  justice,  in  such  province  or  colonjr,  it  wiu  be  proper, 
if  such  proposal  shall  be  approved  by  his  maiestj,  and  the  two  houses  of  par- 
liament, and  for  so  long  as  such  provision  shall  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear, 
in  respect  of  such  provinte  or  colony,  to  levy  any  duty,  tax  or  assessment, 
except  only  such  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue  to  levy,  or  to  im- 
pose, for  tne  reflation  of  commerce,  the  neat  produce  of  the  duties,  last 
mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  such  province,  or  colony,  respec- 
tively." 

Ordered^  That  the  above  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  America. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  state  of  America ;  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  from  the  committee*,  that 
they  had  come  to  some  resolutions  which  he  was  desired  to  report,  but  not 
having  finished  the  business,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  a^ain. 

The  report  from  the  committee  being  read,  the  Congress  came  into  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  his  majesty's  most  faithful  subjects,  in  these 
colonies,  are  reduced  to  a  dangerous  and  critical  situation,  by  the  iittempts  of 
the  British  ministry  to  carry  into  execution,  by  force  of  arms,  several  uncon- 
stitutional and  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  parliament  for  laying  taxes  in 
America;  to  enforce  the  collection  of  those  taxes,  and  for  altering  ana  changioe 
the  constitution  and  internal  police  of  some  of  these  colonies,  in  violation  of 
the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  the  colonists. 

Hostilities  being  ac^ally  commenced  in  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  by  the 
British  troops,  under  the  command  of  general  Gage,  and  the  lives  of  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony^  destroyed,  the  town  of  Boston  having  not 
only  been  long  occupied  as  a  garrisoned  town  in  an  enemy's  country,  but  the 
inhabitants  thereof  treated  witii  a  severity  and  cruelty  not  to  be  justified  even 
towards  declared  enemies;  large  reinforcements  too  being  ordered  and  soon 
expected,  for  the  declared  purpose  of  compelling  these  colonies  to  submit  to 
the  operation  of  the  said  acts ;  that  therefore,  for  the  express  purpose  of  se- 
curing and  defending  these  colonies,  and  preserving  them  in  safety  against  all 
attempts  to  carry  the  said  acts  into  execution,  by  force  of  arms,  these  colonies 
be  immediately  put  into  a  state  of  defence. 

But,  as  we  most  ardently  wish  for  a  restoration  of  the  harmony  formerly  sub- 
sisting between  dur  mother  country  and  these  colonies,  the  interruption  ot which 
must,  at  all  events,  be  exceedingly  injurious  to  both  countries,  that  with  a  sin- 
cere design  of  contributineby  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  incompatible  witii 
a  just  regard  for  the  undoubted  rights  and  true  interests  of  these  colonies,  to  the 

£romotionof  this  most  desirable  reconciliation,  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition 
s  presented  to  his  majesty. 

Besolved,  That  measures  be  entered  into  for  opening  a  negotiation,  in  order  to 
accommodate  the  unhappy  disputes  subsisting  between  Great- Britain  and  these 
colonies,  and  that  this  be  made  a  part  of  the  petition  to  the  king. 

Resolved  unavimously.  That  the  militia  of  JNew-York  be  armed  and  trained, 
and  in  constant  readiness  to  act  at  a  moment's  warning ;  and  that  a  number  of 
men  be  immediately  embodied  and  liept  in  that  city,  and  so  disposed  of  as  to 
give  protection  to  the  inhabitants,  in  case  any  insult  should  be  offered  by  the 
troops,  that  may  land  there,  and  prevent  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  gain 
possession  of  the  city,  and  interrupt  its  intercourse  with  the  country. 

Resolved  unaidmouslyj  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  provincial  conven- 
tion at  New- York,  to  persevere  the  more  vigorously  in  preparing  for  their  de- 
fence, as  it  is  very  uncertain  whether  the  earnest  endeavours  of  the  Congress, 
Vol.  I.  10 
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to  accommodate  the  unhappj  differences  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colo- 
nies, bj  conciliatory  measures,  will  be  successful. 

Upon  motion,  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Deane.  be  a 
committee  toprepare  and  bring  in  a  letter  to  the  people  of  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  consideration  the  state  of 
America. 

Acyoumed  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

SATURDAY,  May  27.  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment.  ^ 

The  president  laid  before  the  Congress  a  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- 
Jersey,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Information  beinjg  siven,  that  there  is  a  gentleman  in  town  who  can  pve  a  fall 
and  just  account  orthe  state  of  affiurs  in  Canada; 

Ordered,  That  he  be  introduced,  which  was  done.  ^  ' 

The  committee  appomted  to  draught  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada, 
brought  in  the  letter,  which  was  read,  and  after  some  debate,  re-committed  to 
the  same  committee. 

Upon  motion,  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Washington,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Miffiin, 
Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  oe  a  committee,  to  consider  on 
ways  and  means  to  supply  these  colonies  with  ammunition  and  nuLitary 
stores. 

Upon  motion.  The  memorial  of  Robert  Murray  and  John  Murray,'*  desirine 
to  be  restored  to  their  former  situation  with  respect  to  their  commercial 
privileges,"  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

ResoLved,l!\i2iX  where  anv  person  hath  been  or  shall  be  adjudged  by  a  con- 
mittee,  to  have  violated  uie  continental  association,  and  such  offender  shsll 
satisfy  the  convention  of  the  colony,  where  the  offence  was  or  shall  be  coinnut- 
ted,  or  the  committee  of  the  parisn  of  St  John's,  in  the  colony  of  Geoi^a,  if 
the  offence  be  committed  there,  of  his  contrition  for  Us  offence,  and  sucere 
resolution  to  conform  to  the  association  for  the  future,  the  said  convention,  or 
committee  of  the  parish  of  St  John's  aforesaid,  may  settle  the  terms  uw» 
which  he  may  be  restored  to  the  favour  and  forgiveness  of  the  public,  and  that 
the  terms  be  published. 

Ordered,  That  this  be  made  public. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  dar  be  postponed  till  Monday. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  at  nine  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  May,  29, 1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment 

The  committee,  to  whom  &e  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  wza  re- 
committed, brought  in  the  same,  which  was  read,  and  approved,  and  is  as 
follows : 

To  the  opftreased  inhsbitftnts  of  Canada. 
Friends  and  countrtmen, 

^  Alarmed  by  the  designs  of  an  arbitrary  ministry,  to  extirpate  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  all  America,  a  sense  of  common  danger  conspired  with  the  dictates 
of  humanity,  in  urging  us  to  call  your  attention,  by  our  late  address,  to  this  veiy 
important  object. 

Since  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  we  have  been  happy  in  considering' yoa 
as  fellowTsubjects,  and  from  the  commencement  of  the  present  plan  for  subju- 
gating the  continent,  we'have  viewed  jou  as  fellow-sufferers  with  us.  As  we 
were  DOth  entitied  by  the  bounty  of  an  indulgent  Creator  to  freedom,  and  being 
both  devoted  by  the  cruel  edicts  of  a  despotic  adminbtratiqn,  to  common  ruin, 
we  perceived  tke  fate  of  the  Protestant  and  Catholic  colonies  to  be  strongly 
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linked  together,  and  therefore  invited  jrou  to  join  with  us  in  resolving  to  be  free, 
and  in  rejecting,  with  disdain,  the  fetters  of  slavery,  however  artfoUy 
polished. 

We  most  sincerely  condole  with  you  on  the  arrival  of  that  day,  in  the  coarse 
of  which,  the  sun  could  not  shine  on  a  single  freeman  in  all  your  extensive  do- 
minions. Be  assured,  that  your  utimerited  degradation  has  engaged  the  most 
unfeigned  pity  of  your  sister  colonies ;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  you  wMl  not, 
by  tamely  bearing  ihe  yoke,  suffer  that  pit^  to  be  supplanted  by  contempt. 

When  hardy  attempts  are  made  to  deprive  men  of  rights,  bestowed  oy  the 
Almighty,  when  avenues  are  cut  througn  the  most  solemn  compacts  for  the 
admission  of  despotism,  when  the  plighted  faith  of  government  ceases  to  give 
security  to  dutiful  subjects,  and  when  the  insidious  stratagems  and  manoeu- 
vres of  peace  become  more  terrible  than  the  sanguinary  operations  oif  war,  it  hh 
high  time  for  them  to  assert  those  rights,  and,  with  honest  indignation,  oppose 
the  torrent  of  oppression  rushing  in  upon  them. 

By  the  introduction  of  your  present  form  of  government,  or  rather  present 
form  of  tyranny,  you  and  your  wives  and  your  children  are  made  slaves. 
You  have  nothing  that  you  can  call  your  own,  and  all  the  fruity  of  you^  labor 
and  industry  may  be  taken  from  you,  whenever  an  avaricious  ffovernor  and  a 
rapacious  council  may  incline,  to  demand  them.  You  are  liable  hy  their  edicts 
to  be  transported  into  foreign  countries  to  fight  battles  in  which  you  have  no 
interest,  and  to  spill  your  bl^ni  in  conflicts  from  which  neither  honor  nor  emolu* 
ment  can  be  derived :  Naj,  the  enjoyment  of  your  very  religion,  on  the  present 
system,  depends  on  a  legislature  in  which  you  have  no  share,  and  over  which 
you  have  no  controul,  and  your  priests  are  exposed  to  expulsion,  banishment,  and 
ruin,  whenever  their  wealth  and  possessions  fumisn  sufficient  temptation. 
They  cannot  be  sure  that  a  virtuous  prince  will  always  fill  the  throne,  and 
should  a  wicked  or  careless  king  concur  with  a  wicked  ministry  in  extracting 
the  treasure  and  strength  of  your  country,  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  to  what 
variety  and  to  what  extremes  of  wretchedness  you  may,  under  the  present  es- 
tablishment, be  reduced. 

We  are  informed  you  have  already  been  called  upon  to  waste  your  lives  in  a 
contest  with  us.  '  Should  you,  by  complyins  in  ^is  instance,  assent  to  your 
new  establishment,  and  a  war  break  out  with  France,  your  wealth  and  your  sons 
may  be  sent  to  perish  in  expeditions  against  their  islands  in  the  West-Indies. 

It  cannot  be  presumed  that  these  considerations  will  have  no  wei^t  with 
you,  or  that  you  are  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  honor.  We  can  never  believe  that 
the  present  race  of  Canadians  are  so  degenerated  as  to  possess  neither  the 
spirit,  the  gallantry,  nor  the  couraee  of  their  ancestors.  You  certainly  will  not 
permit  the  infamy  and  disgrace  of  suchpusillanmity  to  rest  on  your  own  heads, 
and  die  consequences  of  it  on  your  children  forever. 

We,  for  our  parts,  are  determined  to  live  free,  or  ndt  at  all ;  and  are  resolved, 
that  posterity  shall  never  reproach  us  vrith  having  brought  slaves  into  the 
worlcl. 

Permit  us  again  to  repeat  that  we  are  your  friends,  not  your  enemies,  and 
be  not  imposed  upon  by  those  who  niay  endeavor  to  create  animosities.  The 
taking  of  the  fort  and  military  stores  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point,  and 
the  armed  vessels  on  the  lake,  was  dictfited  by  the  great  law  of  self-preserva- 
tion, lliey  were  intended  to  annoy  us,  and  to  cut  oft' that  friendly  intercourse 
and  communication,  which  has  hitherto  subsisted  between  you  and  ua.  We 
hope  it  has  given  you  no  uneasiness,  and  you  may  rely  on  our  assurances,  that 
these  colonies  will  pursue  no  measures  whatever,  but  such  as  friendship  and  a 
regard  for  our  mutual  safety  and  interest  may  suggest. 

As  our  concern  for  your  welfare  entitles  us  to  your  friendship,  we  presume 
you  will  not,  by  doing  us  injury,  reduce  us  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
treating  you  as  enemies.    . 
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We  yet  entertain  hopes  of  jour  uniting  with  us  in  the  defence  of  cfw  com- 
mon liber^,  and  there  la  yet  reason  to  believe,  that  should  we  join  in  imploring 
the  attention  of  our  sovereigrn,  to  the  unmerited  and  unparalleled  oppreMions 
of  his  American  subjects,  he  will  at  length  be  undecetTed,  and  forbid  a 
licentious  ministry  any  loneer  to  riot  in  the  ruins  of  the  rights  of  mankind. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  letter  be  signed  by  the  president. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  Mr.  Mifflin,  be  a  committee  to  gi^t  the 
letter  translated  into  the  French  language,  and  to  have  one  thousand  copies  of 
it,  so  translated,  printed,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  Canada,  and  dispersed  among 
the  inhabitants  there. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  no  provisions  or  necessaries  of  any  kind  be  ex- 
ported to  the  island  of  Nantucket,  except  from  the  colony  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  the  convention  of  which  colony  is  oesired  to  take  measures  for  effectually 
providing  the  said  island,  upon  their  application  to  purchase  the  same,  witk  as 
much  provision,  as  sliall  be  necessary  tor  its  internal  use,  and  no  more. 

The  Congress  deeming  it  of  fi;reat  importance  to  North- America,  that  the 
British  fishery  should  not  be  furnished  with  provision^  from  the  continent 
through  Nantucket,  eamestiy  recommend  a  vigilant  execution  of  this  resolve 
to  all  committees. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resolve  be  immediately  published. 

As  the  present  critical  situation  of  the  colonies  renders  it  highly  necessary 
that  ways  and  means  should  be  devised  for  the  speedy  and  secure  conveyaiice 
of  intelligence  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  P.  Livingston,  be .  a  committee  to  consider  the  best  means  of 
establishing  post  for  conveying  letters  and  intelligence  through  tiiis  cob- 
tinent. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock. 

TUESDAY,  May  36, 1 775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  member  informed  the  Congress,  thataeentleman,just  arrived  from  Lon- 
don, had  brought  with  him  a  paper,  which  he  says  he  received  from  Lord 
North,  and  which  was  written,  at  the  desire  of  his  lordship,  by  Mr.  Grey 
Cooper,  under-secretary  to  the  treasurv,  and  as  the  gentleman  understood  it 
to  be  his  lordship's  desire  that  it  shoula  be  communicated  to  the  Congress,  for 
that  purpose  he  nad  put  it  into  his  hands.  The  member  farther  observed,  that 
he  had  shewn  the  paper  to  a  member  near  him,  who  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Cooper,  and  that  he  verily  believes  the  paper  was 
written  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

The  paper  being  read,  is  as  follows : 

*<That  it  is  earnestly  hoped  by  all  the  real  friends  of  the  Americans,  that 
the  terms  expressed  in  the  resolution  of  the  20th  of  February  last,  will  be 
a^ccepted  by  all  the  colonies,  who  have  the  least  affection  for  their  king  and 
country,  or  a  just  sense  of  their  own  interest. 

^  That  these  terms  are  honorable  for  Great-Britain,  and  safe  for  the  colonies. 

*^  That  if  the  colonies  are  not  blinded  by  faction,  these  terms  will  remove 
every  g^evance  relative  to  taxation,  and  be  the  basis  of  a  compact  between  the 
colonies,  and  the  mother  country. 

HThat  the  people  in  America  ought,  on  every  consideration,  to  be  satisfied 
with  them. 

^  That  no  further  relaxation  can  be  admitted. 

*'  The  temper  and  spirit  of  the  nation  are  so  much  against  concessions,  that 
if  it  were  the  intention  of  administration,  they  could  not  carry  the  question. 
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^But  administration  have  no  such  intention,  as  thej  are  fiiUy  and  firmly 
persuaded,  that  fiirther  concessions  would  be  injurious  to  the  colonies  as  well 
as  to  Great-Britain. 

^  That  there  is  not  the  least  probabilitjr  of  a  change  of  administration. 

<*  That  thej  are  perfectly  united  in  opinion,  and  determined  to  pursue  the 
most  effectual  measures,  and  to  use  the  whole  force  of  the  kin^om,  if  it  be 
found  necessary,  to  reduce  the  rebellious  and  refractory  provinces  and  co- 
lonies. 

*'  There  is  so  great  a  spirit  in  the  nation  against  the  Congress,  that  the  people 
will  bear  the  temporary  distresses  of  a  stoppage  of  the  American  trade. 

**They  may  depend  on  this  to  be  true." 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  wh^le,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  America,  and 
continued  solo  do  the  day  following,  when  after  some  time,  the  president  re- 
sumed the;  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  from  the  committee,  tliat  they  had 
proceeded  in  the  business,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

EeBolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-monTow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther. cwisideration  tlieatate  of 
America. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Arnold,  dated  Crown-Point,  May  25,  1775,  was  laid 
before  the  Congress,  informing  that  he  had  certain  intelligence,  that  **  on  tiie 
19th  there  were  then  four  hundred  regulars  at  St  John's,  making  all  possible 
preparation  to  cross  the  lake,  and  expected  to  bejoined  by  a  number  of  In- 
dians, with  a  design  of  re-taking  Crown -point  and  llconden^,"  and  earnestly 
calling  for  a  reinforcement  and  supplies.  This  letter  being  taken  into  consi- 
deration» 

Buoived^  That  the  governor  of  Connecticut  be  requested  immediately  to 
send  a  strong  reinforcement  to  the  garrisons  of  Crown -roint  and  Ticonderoga,. 
and  that  so  many  of  the  cannon  and  other  stores  be  retained,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  immediate  defence  of  tliose  posts,  until  further  order  from  this 
Congress,  and  that  the  provincial  convention  of  New-York  be  informed  of 
this  resolve,  and  desired  to  furnish  those  troops  with  provisions  and  other  ne- 
cessary stores,  and  to  take  effectual  care  that  a  sufficient  number  of  batteaus 
be  immediatelv  provided  for  the  lakes. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resolve  be  immediately  transmitted  in  a  letter  by 
thepresident,  to  governor  Trumbull,  and  the  convention  at  New- York.  . 

Ordered,  That  the  president  iii  his  letter  acquaint  governor  Trumbull,  that 
it  is  the  desire  of  Congress,  that  he  should  appoint  a  person,  in  whom  he  can 
confide,  to  command  the  forces  at  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  June  1,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  ways  and  means  to  supply  these  colo- 
nies with  ammunition  and  military  stores,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Upon  motion,  Resohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  government  of 
Connecticut,  or  the  general  of  the  forces  of  that  colony,  to  appoint  commissaries 
to  receive  at  Albany  and  forward  the  supplies  of  provisions,  for  the  forces  on 
lake  Charoplain,  from  the  provincial  convention  of  New-YorJc,  and  that  the 
said  convention  use  their  utmost  endeavors  in  facilitating  and  aiding  the  trans- 
portation thereof,  from  thence  to  where  the  said  commissaries  may  direct. 

As  this  Congress  has  nothing  more  in  view  than  the  defence  of  these  colonies, 

Reftolved,  Tnat  no  expedition  or  incursion  ought  to  be  undertaken  or  made, 
by  any  colony,  or  body  of  colonists,  against  or  into  Canada;  and  that  this 
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resolve  be  immediatel j  transmitted  to  the  commander  of  the  forces  at  Ti- 
.  conderoga* 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resolve  be  translated  into  the  French  langoage, 
and  transmitted,  with  the  letter,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  transmit  a  copy  of  the  above  to  New- York*  and 
the  other  colonies  bordering  on  Canada. 

A  petition  from  the  committee  representing  the  people  in  th&t  part  of  Au- 
gusta county,  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  on  the  west'  side  of  the  Allegheny 
mountain,  was  laid  before  thie  Congress  and  read,  intimitting  **  fears  of  a  rup- 
ture with  tlie  Indians  on  account  of  lord  Dunmore's  conduct,"  and  desiring 
*'  commissioners  from  the  colony  of  Virginia,  and  province  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Indians  at  Pittsburgh,  on  behalf  of  these  colonies." 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  the  colonies  of  Yir' 
ginia  and  Pennsylvania. 

The  Congress  then,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  America,  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward 
reported  from  the  committee,  that  they  had  taken  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
into  consideration,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  sit  aeain. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  asain  resolve  itself  into  a  eom- 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  state  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

FRIDAY,  June  2, 1775. 

The  Confess  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  president  laid  before  the  Congress  a  letter  from  the  provincial  conven- 
tion of  Aiassachusetts-Bay,  dated  May  16,  which  was  read,  setting  forth  the 
difficulties  they  labour  under  for  want  of  a  reeular  form  of  government,  and 
as  they  and  the  other  colonies  are  now  compelled  to  raise  an  army  to  defend 
themselves  from  the  butcheries  and  devastations  of  their  implacalAe  enemies, 
which  renders  it  still  more  necessary  to  have  a  r^ular  established  govemiaent, 
requesting  the  Conj^ess  to  favour  them  with  *^  explicit  advice  respecting  the 
taking  up  and  exercising  the  powers  of  civil-government,"  and  declaring  their 
readiness  to  *^  submit  to  such  a  genend  plan  as  the  Congress  may  direct  for 
the  colonies,  or  make  it  their  great  study  to  establish  such  a  form  of  govern- 
ment there,>as  shall  not  only  promote  their  advantage,  but  the  union  and  inte- 
rest of  all  America." 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table  for  farther  consideration. 

Doctor  Benjamin  Church  being  directed  by  the  convention  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  to  confer  with  the  Congress  respecting  such  matters,  as  may  be  necessary 
to  the  defence  of  that  colony,  and  particularly  the  state  of  the  army  therein; 

Ordered,  That  he  be  introduced. 

After  he  withdrew,  an  express  arriving  with  despaches  from  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  the  President  laid  before  the  Congress  letters  from  the  conventions  of 
that  colony,  and  New-Hampshire,  also  from  governor  Trumbull,  which  were 
read. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  that  no  bill  of  exchange,  draught,  or  order  of  any 
officer  in  the  army  or  navy,  their  agents  or  contractors,  be  received,  or  nego- 
tiated, or  any  money  supplied  to  tiiem  by  any  person  in  America; 

That  no  provisions  or  necessaries  of  any  kind  be  furnished  or  supplied  to,  or 
for  the  use  of,  the  British  army  or  navy,  in  the  colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay ; 

That  no  vessel  employed  in  transporting  British  troops  to  America,  or  from 
one  part  of  North  America  to  another,  or  warlike  stores  or  provisions  for  sud 
troops,  be  freighted  or  furnished  with  provisions  or  any  necessaries,  until 
fiirther  orders  from  this  Congress. 
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Ordered f  That  the  above  resolves  be  immediately  published. 
The  order  of  the  day  bejng  postponed,  the  Congress  adjourned  till  to-mor'^ 
row  at  nine  o'clock. 

SATURDAY,  June  3,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Tork»  together  with  sundry  letters  and 
piqiers  enclosed,  from  Albany,  were  laid  before  the  Congress  and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  letter  from  the  convention  of  Massachusetts,  dated  the  16th  May,  be- 
ing again  read, 

Eesolvedy  That  a  committee  of  five  persons  be  chosen  to  consider  the  same, 
and  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  tfie  proper  advice  to  be  given  to  that  con- 
vention. 

^  The  foUowins  persons  were  chosen  by  ballot,  to  compose  that  committee, 
viz.  Mr.  i,  Rutleage,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  draught  a  petition  to  the 
kina;. 

That  another  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Great-Britain. 

That  another  committee  of*  four  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the 
peonle  of  Ireland. 

That  another  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  the  draught  of  a 
letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica. 

That  another  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  bring  in  an  estimate  of  the 
money  necessary  to  be  raised. 

The  Coneress  then  proceeded  to  chuse,  by  ballot,  the  several  committees, 
when  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.' Johnson,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr. 
Vranklin,  were  elected  to  compose  the  first ;  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston, 
and  Mr.  Pendleton,  for  the  second;  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  W.  Livineston,  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  for  the  third;  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr. 
Lynch,  for  the  fourth ;  and  Mr.  Washington,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Deaae,  Mr. 
Cushing,  and  Mr.  Hewes,  for  the  fifth. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o'clock. 

Od  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  Congress  met  and  adjourned,  to  give  the 
committees  time  to  bring  in  their  report, 

WEDNESDAY,  June  7, 1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Tlie  committee  appointed  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  money  necessary  t« 
be  raised,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Thursday  the  20th  of  July  next,  be  observed 
throughout  the  twelve  United  Colonies,  as  a  day  of  humiliation,  fasting  and 
prayer :  and  that  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Paine,  be  a  committee  td 
bring  in  a  resolve  for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  advic^  in  answer  to  the  letter  from 
the  convention  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  themselves  into  a 
committee  oC,  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  state  of 
America;  after  sometime  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair; 
and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  proceeded  in  the  business  re- 
ferred to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusioui  desired  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  sit  again. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-mokrow,  agairuresolve  themselves  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  state  of 
America ;  and  that  this  l>e  a  standing  order  till  the  business  is  completed* 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  Junes,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congress  bein^  informed,  that  a  major  Skene,  with  some  other  oflicers, 
nehe  arrived  last  eveninn;,  in  a  vessel  from  London,  were,  with  their  papers^  ia 
the  custody  of  the  troops  of  this  city ;  that  the  said  Skene  had  lately  been 
appointed  governor  of  the  forts  of  Ticonderoga,  and  Crown-Point ;  thatone  of 
the  officers  with  him,  is  a  lieutenant  in  the  regulars,  now  in  the  province  of 
'Quebec ;  and  moreover,  that  the  said  Skene  had  declared,  that  he  has  authority 
to  raiae  a  regiment  in  America ;  from  all  this,  apprehending  that  the  said 
Skene  is  a  <&ngerous  partizan  of  administratioDf  and  that  his  papeca  may 
contain  intelligence  of  ministerial  designs  against  America,  very  important  to 
be  known. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  papers  of  the  said 
Skene  and  lieutenant,  in  their  presence. 

That  the  committee  consist  of  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Deane,and  Mr.  Mifflin : 

That  the  said  committee  be  upon  honor  to  conceal  whatever,  of  a  piivate 
nature,  may  come  to  their  knowledge  by  suck  examination ;  and  that  they 
communicate,  to  this  Congress,  what  uiey  shall  discover  relative  to  the  present 
dispute,  between  Great-Britain  and  America. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  beins  spent  in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the 
state  of  America^  the  Congress  adjourne4  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

FRIDAY  June  9,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  on  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  Massa- 
chusetts-bay, being  again  read,  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  reaola- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  no  obedience  being  due  to  the  act  of  piu-liament  for  altering 
the  charter  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  not  to  a  governor,  or  a 
lieutenant-governor,  who  will  nor  observe  the  directions  of,  but  endeavoar  to 
subvert  that  charter,  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  tliat  colony  are 
to  be  considered  as  absent  and  their  offices  vacant ;  and  as  there  is  no  council 
there,  and  the  inconveniencies,  arising  from  the  suspension  of  the  powers  of 
government,  are  intolerable,  especially  at  a  time  when  general  Gage  hath 
actually  levied  war,  and  is  carrying  on  hostilities,  against  his  majesty's 
peaceable  and  loyal  subjects  of  that  colony ;  that,  in  order  to  conform,  as  near 
as  may  be,  to  the  spirit  and  substance  of  the  charter,  it  be  recommended  to 
the  provincial  convention,  to  write  letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
places,  which  are  entitled  to  representation  in  assembly,  requesting  them  to 
chuse  such  representatives,  and  that  the  asssembly,  when  chosen,  do  elect 
councillors ;  and  that  such  assembly,  or  cou^pcil,  exercise  the  powers  of  gorem- 
raent,  until  a  governor,  of  his  majesty's  appointment,  will  consent  to  govern 
the  colony  according  to  its  charter. 

Ordered,  that  the  president  transmit  a  copy  of  the  above  to  the  conTention 
of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

SATURDAY,  Ji/ne  10, 1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Sundry  letters,  from  Massachusetts-Bay,  Ticonderoga,  Crown-Point,  &c. 
bein^  laid  before  the  Congress,  were  read ;  and  the  same  bein<»  taken  into 
consideration,  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 
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Resolved^  That  it  be  recomiDended  to  the  several  towns  and  distnctftin  the 
colonics  of  Massachnsetts-Baj,  New-Hampshire,  Rhode-Island,  and  Pron- 
dence  Plantattons,  Connecticut,  New-York,  and  the  eastern  division  of  New<» 
Jersey,  to  collect  all  the  salt-petre  .and  brimstone  in  their  several  towns 
and  districts,  and  transmit  the  s^ihe/ with  all  possible  despatch,  to  the  provin^ 
cial  convention  at  New-York. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the- provincial  convention  of  the  col^nj  of 
Now-YoiIl,  to  have  the  powder-mills,  in  that  colony,  pnt  into  such  a  conditinn 
•8  immediateij  to  manufacture,  into  jB;an -powder,  for  the  use  of  thecontinent» 
whatever  materials  maj  be  procured  m  the  manner  above  directed. 
*  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committees  of  the  western  division  of  New* 
Jersey,  the  colonies  of  Pennsylvania,  lower  colinties  on  Delaware  tod  Mar^^ 
Itndt  that  they,  without  delay,  collect  die  salt-petre  and  sulphur  in  their 
respective  colonies,  and  transmit  the  same  for  the  committee  of  the  city  and 
liberties  of  Philadelpliia ;  to  the  end,  that  those  articles  may  be  immedutely 
Inanofecturtd  int6  gun-powder,  for  Uie  use  of  the  continent. 

Thatitbe  recommended  to  the  conventions  and  committees  of  the  colonies  of 
Tii]g;inia,  North-Caroliaa  and  South-Carolina,  that  they,  vrithout  delay,  collect 
the  salt-petre  and  sulphur  in  their  respective  colonies,  and  procure  these  arti^ 
cles  to  ne  manufactar^,  as  soon  as  possible,  into  gun-powder,  for  the  use  of 
the  continent. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies* 
who  are  possessed  of  salt-petre  and  sulphur,  for  their  own  use,  to  dispose  them 
for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  gun-powder. 

That  the  salt-peire  and  sulphur,  collected  in  consequence  of  the  above  re* 
solves  of  Congress,  be  paid  rorout  of  the  continental  fund. 

That  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.L«ee,Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Schuyler  and  Mr.  Johnson,  be 
a  committee  to  deviate  ways  and  means  to  introduce  the  manufacture  of  salt- 
petre in  these  colonies. 

The  committee  for  examining  governor  Skene's  letters.'&c.  having  communi* 
eated  to  Coneress  what  they  found  relative  to  the  dispute  between  Great-Britain 
and  these  colonies ; 

Upon  motion,  Besolved,  That  governor  Philip  Skene,  lieutenant  Moncrief, 
and  Mr.  Lundy  be  released  from  their  present  confinement,  and  permitted  to 

fo  at  Iftvve  any  where  within  eight  miles  of  die  city,  between  Delaware  and 
choylkiTl,  on  their  parole  of  honor,  not  to  pass  those  limits,  and  that  they 
will  bold  no  correspondence  with  any  person  whatsoever,  on  any  political 
suUect. 

That  Mr.  Chidsden  be  added  io  the  couimittee  for  examining  governor  Skene's 
papers,  and  that  said  committee  have  it  in  charge  to  execute  the  above 
resolve. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  June  12,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  a  resolution  for  a  iast|  brought  in  their 
report,  which,  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

As  the  great  Governor  of  the  world,  by  his  supreme  and  universal  provi- 
dence, not  only  conducts  the  course  of  nature  with  unerring  wisdom  and  recti- 
tude, but  frequently  influences  the  minds  of  men  to  serve  the  wise  and  gracious 
purposes  of  his  providential  government ;  and  it  being,  at  all  times,  our  indis« 
pensable  duty  aevoutly  to  acknowledge  his  superintending  providence,  espe- 
cially in  times  of  impending  danger  and  public  calamity,  to  reverence  and 
adore  his  immutable  justice  as  wellas  to  implore  his  merciful  interposition  for 
our  deliverance : 

This  Congress,  therefore,  considering  the  present  critical,  alarming  and 
calamitous  state  of  these  colonies,'do  eamestlv  recommend  that  Thursday,  iht 
Vol.  I.  11  * 
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SOth  da  J  of  Jul  J  next,  be  observed,  bj  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  Bni^lish 
colonies  on  this  continent,  as  a  day  of  public  humiliation,  fasting  and  prajer; 
^diat  we  may,  with  united  hearts  and  voices,  unfeignedlj  confess  and  deplore 
our  many  sins;  and  offer  up  our  joint  supplications  to  the  alUwise,  omnipotent, 
and  merciful  Disposer  of  all  events ;  numbly  beseeching  him  to  forgive  our 
inJQ  uities,  to  remove  our  present  calamities,  to  avert  those  desolating  judgments, 
with  which  we  are  tiireatened,  and  to  bless^mr  rightful  sovereign,  ung  Geoi^ 
the  third,  and  to  inspire  him  with  wisdom  to  discern  and  pursue  the  true 
interest  at  his  subjects,  that  a  speedj  end  may  be  put  to  the  civil  discord  be- 
tween Great-Britain  and  the  Amencan  colonies,  without  farther  eflhaion  of 
Mood  :  And  that  the  British  nation  may  be  inAutmced  to  r^^  the  thion  that 
belong  to  her  peace,  before  they  are  hid  from  her  eyes :  That  these  cronies 
may  ever  be  under  the  care  and  protection  of  a  kind  Providence,  and  be  pros- 
pered in  all  tiieir  interests^  that  the  divine  blessing  may  descend  and  rett 
upon  all  our  civil  rulers,  and  upon  the  representatives  of  the  people,  in  their 
several  assemblies  and  conventions,  that  they  may  be  directed  to  wise  and 
'feffiectnal  measures  for  preserving  the  union,  and  securing  the  just  righta  and 
privileges  of  the  colonies ;  that  virtue  and  true  religion  may  revive  and  flourish 
throughout  our  land ;  and  that  all  America  may  soon  behold  a  gracioas  inter- 
position of  heaven,  for  the  redress  of  her  many  grievances,  the  restoration  of 
ner  invaded  rights,  a  reconciliation  with  tiie  parent  state,  on  terms  constita- 
tional  and  honorable  to  both  ;  and  that  her  civil  and  religious  privil^;es  may  be 
secured  to  the  latest  posterity. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  Christians,  of  all  denominations,  to  assemble  for 
public  worship,  and  to  abstain  from  servile  labour  and  recreation  on  said  dav. 

Ordered,  Tnat  a  copy  of  the  above  be  signed  by  the  president  and  attested  by 
the  secretary,  and  published  in  the  newspapers,  and  in  hand -bills. 

The  Congress  tnen  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  ways  and  means  of  raisina  money,  and  having  spat 
thereon  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  day  following,  adjourned  till  ¥r  cd- 
nesday  at  nine  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  14, 1 775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment* 
^  Agreeable  to  the  standina  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  in- 
to a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  America; 
and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  hatl  come  to  certain  resolntions,  which 
he  was  ordered  to  report ;  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion^  they  desired 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  resolutions  being  read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved^  That  six  companies  of  expert  riflemen,  be  immediately  raised  in 
Pennsylvania,  two  in  Maryland,  and  two  in  Virginia;  that  each  company 
consist  of  a  captain,  three  lieutenants,  four  seijeants,  four  cmrporals,  a  drummer 
or  trumpeter,  and  sixty-eight  privates. 

That,  each  company,  as  soon  as  completed,  march  and  join  the  army  near 
Boston,  to  be  there  employed  as  light-innntiy,  under  the  command  of  the  chief 
officer  in  that  army. 

'  That  the  pfnr  of  the  officers  and  privates  be  as  follows,  viz.  a  captain  20  dol- 
lars per  montn;  a  lieutenant  thirteen  dollars  and  one-third  of  a  dollar  per 
montii ;  a  serieant  eij^t  dollars  per  month ;  a  corporal  seven  dollars  and  one- 
third  of  a  doftai'  per  montii ;  a  drummer  or  trumpeter  the  same ;  privates  six 
dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  month ;  to  find  their  own  arms  and 
clothes*. 

That  the  form  of  the  enlistment  be  in  the  following  words : 
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I  have,  this  day»  voluntarilj  enlisted  myself,  as 

a  soldier,  in  the  American  continental  armj,  for  one  year,  unless  sooner  dia- 
chareed :  And  I  do  bind  myself  to  conform,  in  all  instances,  to  such  rules  and 
renuations,  as  are,  or  shall  be,  established  for  the  sovepment  of  the  said  army. 

IJpon  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  army. 

The  following  persons  were  chosen  to  compose  that  committee :  Mr.  Wash- 
ington, Mr*  Schuyler,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Gushing,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  dated  10th  instant,  respecting 
a  vessel  which  is  stopped  there,  on  suspicion  of  having  on  board  provisions  for 
the  army  ahd  navy  at  Boston,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, Connecticut,  and  New -York. 

Hesolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee. of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  consideration  the  ways  and  means 
of  raising  money,  and  the  state  of  America*  This  to  be  a  standing  order,  until 
the  business  is  completed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o^dock. 

THURSDAY,  June  15,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-York  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  tiie  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  given  to  the  convention  of 
New- York,  for  their  vigilance  in  the  case  of  capt.  Coffin's  vessel,  and  that  it 
be  recommended  to  them  that  the  vessel  be  unloaded,  and  the  cargo  safely 
stored,  until  all  just  suspicions,  concerning  the  destination  of  it,  shall  be  re- 
moved. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  transmitted,  by  the  president,  in  a  letter  to  the 
chairman  of  the  convention  of  New- York. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward 
reported,  that  the  committee  had  come  to  some  farther  resolutions,  wliich  he 
was  ordered  to  report. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read  and  considered. 

Resolved,  That  a  general  be  appointed  to  command  all  the  continental  forces, 
raised,  or  to  be  raised,  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty. 

That  five  hundred  dollars,  per  month,  be  allowed  for  the  pay  and  expenses 
of  the  general. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  general,  by  ballot,  and 
George  Washington,  esq.  was  unanimously  elected. 

Aiyourned  tiU  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

FRIDAY,  June  16. 1775. 

It 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  president  informed  col.  Washington  that  the  Congress  had  yesterday 
unanimously  made  choice  of  him  to  be  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
American  rorces,  and  requested  he  would  accept  of  that  employment;  to 
which  colonel  Washington,  standing  in  his  place,  ansvrered ; 
"Mr.  Presidbkt, 

*'  Though  I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  high  honor  done  me,  in  this  appointment, 
yet  I  feel  great  distress,  from  a  consciousness  that  my  abilities  and  military 
experience  may  not  be  equal  to  the  extensive  and  important  trust :  However, 
as  the  Congress  desire  it,  I  will  enter  upon  the  momentous  duty,  and  exert 
every  power  I  possess  in  their  service,  and  for  support  of  the  eforious  cause. 
I  beg  Uiey  will  accept  my  most  conUal  thanks  for  this  distinguished  testimony 
of  tiieir  approbation. 
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**  But,  lest  some  unlucky  event  should  happen,  unfavorable  to  mj  reputation* 
I  beg  it  mar  be  remembered,  by  every  gentleman  in  the  room,  that  I,  tltisdaj, 
declare  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  I  do  not  think  myself  equal  to  the  pomnund 
I  am  honored  with. 

<'  A9  to  pay,  air,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  the  Cooer^ss,  that,  ^  no-  pecuniary 
consideration  could  have  tempted  me  to  accept  Ais  arduous  employment,  si 
the  expense  of  my  domestic  ease  and  happiness,  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any 
profit  from  it.  I  will  keep  an  exact  account  of  my  expenses*  Those*  I  doalit 
not,  they  will  discharge,  and  that  is  all  1  desire." 

jB^so/vei^,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draught  a  commission  and  in* 
ftructions  for  the  general. 

The  persons  chosen  to  compose  tlie  committee,  were  Mr.,  Lee,  Mr.  E.  Rat* 
ledee,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  papers  transmitted  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  beinc  read, 

Se9otvedt  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  ana  that  tkey 
report  what  steps,  in  their  opinion,  are  necessary  to  be  taken  for  securing  and 
preserving  the  friendship  of  trie  Indian  nations. 

The  foflowing  persons  were  chosen  for  this  committee,  vix.  Mr.  Scbuyler, 
Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  P.  Livingston. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  commit* 
tee  of  the  whole,  and  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  two  major-generals  be  appointed  ibr  the  American  army. 

That  the  pay  of  each  of  the  major-generals  be  one  hundred  and  sixty-sax 
dollars  per  month. 

That  when  any  of  these  act  in  a  separate  department,  he  be  allowed,  for  bis 
payanci  expenses,  three  hundred  and  thirty-twodoll^urs  per  month. 

That  there  be  eifbt  brigadiers-^neral. 

That  the  pay  01  each  of  tlie  'brigadiers^general  be  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  adjutant-general. 

That  his  pay  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  commissary-general  of  stores  and  provisions. 

That  his  pay  be  eighty  dollars  per  month. 

Tliat  there  be  one  quarter-master^neral  for  the  grand  army,  and  one  deputy, 
under  him,  fi>r  the  separate  army. 

That  the  pay  of  the  quarter-maater-general  be  eighty  dollars  per  month,  and 
that  of  the  aeputy  forty  dollars  per  month* 

That  there  be  one  pay-master-general,  and  a  deputy  under  him,  for  the  army 
in  a  9eparate  department;  that  the  pay,  for  the  pay -master-general  himself,  be 
one  hundred  dollars  per  month,  and  for  the  deputy  pay-master,  under  him, 
fifty  dollars  per  month. 

^  That  there  be  one  chief  engineer  at  the  grand  army,  and  that  his  pay  be 
sixty  dollars  per  month. 

That  two  assistants  be  employed  under  him,  and  that  the  pay  of  each  of 
them  be  twenty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  chief  engineer  for  the  army,  in  a  separate  departnoeot, 
and  two  assistants  under  him ;  that  the  pay  of  the  chief  eoflineer  be  sixty  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  the  pay  of  the  assistants  eaish,  twenty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  three  aids-de-camp ;  and  that  their  pay  be  thirty-tnree  dollars 
per  month  each. 

That  there  be  a  secretary  to  the  general ;  and  that  his  pay  be  sixty-six  dellars 
per  month. 

ThiCt  there  be  a  secretary  to  the  major*Keneral,  acting  in  a  separate  depart- 
ment ;  and  that  his  pay  be  thirty -three  dollars  per  month* 

That  there  be  a  commissary  of  the  musters* 

That  his  pay  be  forty  dollars  per  month. 
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A  letter  from  the  coQTentioii  of  New-York*  received  bj  express,  was  laid 
before  the  Congress  and  read,  and.  the  same  beinff  taken  into  consideration, 

Btaolvtdf  That  the  provincial  convention  of  New -York,  be  desired  imme; 
diately  to  apply  to  sovernor  Trumbull  to  order  the  Connecticut  tro<M)s,  now 
stationed  at  ureenwich*  Stanford,  and  parts  adjacent,  to  march  towards  New- 

York.     ' 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

SATURDAY,  June  17,  ^775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draught  a  commission  to  the  general,  reported 
the  same,  which,  being  read  by  paragraphs  and.  debated,  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

IN  CONGRESS. 

Tbe  ^legalM  of  tS>e  T7nited  Colonies  of  New-I^iunpftbire,  Maasa«hiiaetts-Bay,  Uliode  bland,  Gon- 
ncetieut.  New*  York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  counties  of  New-Castle,  Kent,  atid  Simex,  oa 
Delavare,  Marylaad,  yii|;inia,  Nortk-CaixtUDa,  and  South-Carolina  t 

To  George  Washington,  E$q. 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  valor,  con- 
duct, and  fidelity,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be 
general  and  commander  m  chifef,  of  the  army  of  the  United  Colomes,  and  of 
all  the  forces  now  rais€;d»  or  to  be  raised,  by  them,  and  of  all  others  who  shall 
voluntarily  offer  their  service^  and  join  the  said  army  for  the  defence  of  Ame- 
rican liberty,  and.  for  repelling  every  hostile  invasion  thereof:  And  you  are 
hereby  vested  with  full  power  and  authority  to  act  as  you  shall  think  for  the 
good  and  welfare  of  the  service. 

And  we  do  herebv  strictly  charge  and  reauire  all  officers  and  soldiers,  under 
your  command,  to  oe  obedient  to  your  oraers,  and  diligent  in  the  exercise  of 
their  several  duties. 

And  we  do  also  enjoin  and  require  you,  to  be  careful  in  executing  the  great 
trust  reposed  in  you,  by  causing  strict  discipline  and  order  to  be  observed  in 
the  army,  and  that  the  soldiers  be  duly  exercised,  and  provided  with  all  conve- 
nient necessaries. 

And  you  are  to  regulate  your  conduct  in  every  respect  by  the  rules  and  dis- 
cipline of  war,  (as  herewith  given  you,)  and  punctually  to  observe  and  follow 
such  orders  and  directions,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  shall  receive  from  this,  or 
a  future  Congress  of  these  United  Colonies,  or  committee  of  Congress. 

This  commission  to  continue  in  force,  until  revoked  by  tliis,  or  a  future 
Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  fairly  transcribed,  signed  by  the  president,  at- 
tested by  the  secretary,  and  delivered  to  the  general. 

Meeotved  unanimously.  Whereas,  the  delegates  of  all  the*  colonies,  from 
Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia,  in  Congress  assembled,  have  unanimously  chosea 
George  Washington,  esq.  to  be  general  and  commander  in  chief,  ot  sUch  forces 
as  are,  or  shall  be,  raised  for  the  maintenance  and  preservation  of  American 
liberty ;  this  Congress  doth  |m>w  declare,  that  they  will  maintain  and  assist 
him,  and  adhere  to  him,  the  said  George  Washingtony  with  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes in  the  same  cause. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  the  officers  in  the  army  by 
iMillot:   . 

ArtenniB  Ward,  esq.  was  chosen  first  major-general. 

Horatio  Gates,  esq.  jMljutant*geaeraL 

Resolved,  That  Horatio  Gates,  esq.  now  chosen  adjutant-general,  shall 
have  the  rank  of  brigadier^general. 

Charles  Lee,  eaq.  second  m^or-general. 

Adjourned  tUl  Monday  at  nine  o'clock. 
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MONDAY,  June,  19, 1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  preiidentlaid  before  the  Congress,  sundry  letters  he  had  received  from 
Massachusetts-Bay  and  New-York,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  be  a  committee  to 
wait  upon  genend  Lee,  ana  to  inform  him  of  his  appointment,  and  request  his 
answer,  whether  he  will  accept  the  command. 

The  committee  returned  and  reported,  that  they  had  waited  on  genera! 
Lee,  and  informed  him  of  his  appointment,  and  that  he  gave  for  answer ; 
*'  That  he  had  the  highest  sense  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
Congress ;  that  no  effort  in  lus  power  shall  be  wanting  to  senre  the  American 


cause." 


The  letters  from  Massachusetts-Bay  being  taken  into  consideration,  the 
Congress  come  to  the  following  resolve : 

That  the  governor  of  Connecticut  be  requested  to  direct  all  the  forces  raised 
in  that  colony,  not  employed  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Pmnt,  or  recomaiend- 
ed  by  this  Congress  to  be  marched  towards  New-York,  to  be  immediately  sent 
to  join  the  combined  army  before  Boston :  And  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  colony  of  Rhode-Island,  and  to  the  provincial  convention  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, to  send  immediately  to  the  army  before  Boston,  such  of  the  forces  as  are 
already  embodied,  towards  their  quotas  of  the  troops  agreed  to  be  raised  bj 
the  New-England  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  B.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commission  for  the  major -generals,  also  for 
the  brigadier-generals,  and  other  officers  in  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  four  major-eenerals. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  cnuse  the  two  remaining  maior-generals, 
when  Philip  Schuyler,  esq.  was  chosen  third  major-general,  and  Israel  Put- 
nam, esq.  was  unanimously  chosen  fourth  major-general. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commission  for  the  major 
and  brigadier-generals,  reported  the  same,  which  being  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  made  out,  signed  by  the  president,  and 
attested  by  the  secretary,  for  each  of  the  major-generals  and  brigadier-gene- 
rals. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  get  a  number  of  commissions,  with  proper 
blanks,  printed  for  the  other  officers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  petition  to  the  king,  reported  a 
draught  of  one,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  nine  o'clock. 

TUESDAY,  June  2Q,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions ^to  the  general,  reported 
the  same,  which  being  read  and  debated,  were  agreed  to. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock, 

WEDNESDAY,  June  21,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment 

Mr.  Thomas  iefferson  appeared  as  a  delegate  for  the  colony  of  Yii^nia, 
and  produced  his  credentials,  which  were  read  and  appfftiyed,and  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

At  a  convention  of  the  delegates,  for  the  counties  and  oorporations  in  the 
colony  of  Yiipnia,  at  the  town  of  Richmond,  in  the  cwmtj  of  Hentico,  on 
Monday,  2rth  March,  1775. 

On  a  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  Thomas  Jefferson,  esq.  be  appointed  a 
deputy  to  represent  this  colony  in  general  Congress,  in  the  room  of  the  hon- 
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orable  Peyton  Randolph,  esq.  in  case  of  the  non-attendance  of  the  said  Peyton 
Randolph,  esq.     . 

Attest,  JOHN  TAZEViElAj,  clerk  of  eonvmtion. 

At  a  general  assembly,  began  and  held  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Wil- 
liamsburgh,  on  Thursday,  1st  June,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
lord,  Geoige  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain,  &c.  A.  1>.  1775, 

Monday,  June  5,  ISik  G.  III.  1775. 

Betohed,  JV.  C  H.  That  this  house  doth  entirely  approve  of  the  proceed* 
ings  and  resolutions  of  the  convention  of  delegates,  for  the  couny  and  cor- 
poratioo^  in  the  colony  of  Virginia  held  at  Richmond  town,  in  the  county  of 
Henrico,  tiie  20th  of  March,  1775  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  all  the 
good  people  of  this  colony,  strictly  to  conform  to,  and  observe  the  same. 

By  the  house  of  burgesses, 

PEYTON  RANDOLPH,  Speaker. 

Mr.  Henry  informed  the  Congress,  that  the  general  had  put  into  his  hand 
sundry  queries,  to  which  he  desired  the  Congress  would  give  an  answer. 

The  queries  being  read  and  debated. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  proper  answers. 

The  persons  chosen,  were  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
S^  Adams,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolvedf  That  the  general,  be  allowed  three  aids-de- 
camp. 

That  each  of  the  major-generids  have  two  aids-de-camp. 

That  their  pay  be  thirty -three  dollars  per  month  each. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  June  22,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  answers  to  the  general's  queries,  report- 
ed the  same,  which  were  read. 

The  Congress  then  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved^  That  the  tiumber  of  brigadier-generals  be  augmented  to  eight: 
and  the  same  were  chosen  by  ballot,  as  follows : 


Seth  Pomeroy,  esq.  first  brigadier-generd. 
Bichard  Montgomery,  esq.'aecond  do. 
Dmrid  l^ofBter,  eaq.  third  do^ 
IVilliam  Heftth,  esq.  fourth  do. 


Joseph  Spencer,  esq.  fiflh  do. 
John  Thomas,  esq.  sixth  do. 
John  Sullivan,  esq.  seventh  do. 
Nathaniel  Green,  esq.  eighth  do. 


Seeolved,  That  the  troops,  including  the  volunteers,  be  furnished  with  camp 
equipage, and  blankets,  where  necessary,  at  the  continental  expense. 

Reswed,  That  the  officers,  now  in  the  army,  receiye  their  new  commissions 
through  the  hands  of  the  general. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  millions  of  Spanish  milled  dollars 
be  emitted  by  the  Congress  in  bills  of  credit,  for  the  defence  of  America. 

ResohidjThst  the  twelve  confederated  colonies  be  pledged  for  Uie  redemption 
of  the  bills  of  credit,  now  directed  to  be  emitted. 

Upon  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania  raise  two 
more  companies  of  riflemen,  and  that  these,  with  the  six  before  ordered  to  be 
by  them  nused,  making  eu;ht  companies,  be  formed  into  a  battalion,  to  be  com- 
manded by  such  field  officers,  captains  and  lieutenants,  as  shall  be  recom- 
mended by  the  assembly  or  convention  of  said  colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  nine  o'clock. 

TUESDAY,  Jtine  23,  ir75. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 
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A  letter  from  Crown-Point,  dated  June  10,  was  laid  before  the  Congress  and 
read.  Information  being  given,  that  two  oflicers  who  brought  the  letter  were 
at  the  ddor,  and  had  some  tnings  of  importance  to  communicate. 

Ordered^  That  they  be  introduced,  and  they  were  introduced.  After  tkej 
withdrew,  the  Conffress  came  to  the  following  resolutions ; 

Resolved,  That  itbe  recommended  to  the  officer  commanding  in  the  New-York 
department,  to  procure,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  list  of  the  men  employed  in  tak- 
ing and  garrisoning  Crown^Point  and  Ticonderoga,  and  keeping  possesMon  of 
the  lakes,  snd  also  of  their  disbursements,  in  order  that  they  may  be  paid^ 

Rtsolvedt  That  their  pa?  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  officers  and  privates  in 
the  American  army  ;  the  highest  of  the  officers  not  to  exceed  that  or  a  captain, 
and  that  the  pay  commence  the  third  day  of  May  last»  and  continiie  till  they 
are  discharged. 

ResoLvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- York,  that 
they,  consulting  with  general  Schuyler,  employ  in  the  army  to  be  raised  for 
tbe  defence  of  America,  those  called  Green  Mountain  Boys,  under  such  officers 
is  iht  said  Green  Mountain  Beys  shall  chuse. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resohed^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  cWsen  to  dnw 
np  a  declaration,  to  be  published  by  general  Washington,  npon  his  arrival  at 
ine  camp  before  Boston. 

The  committee  chosen  are  Mr.  J.Rntledge,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  Frank- 
lin, Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Johnson. 

.  Agreeable  to  order,  the  Con^;ress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  further  consideration  the  state  of  America,  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  president  resumed  the  ckatr,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported 
certain  resolutions  come  into  by  them,  and  that  not  having  yet  finishe<^  they 
desired  leave  to  sit  again . 

The  report  of  the  committee  beine  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  number  and  denomination  of  the  bills  to  be  emitted  be 
as  follows : 


49,000  bilk  of  8  dolbn  etch— 392,000 
49,000  do.  of  7  dollars  each— ^43^000 
49,000  do.  of  6  dollan  each— 294^000 
49,000  do.  of  5  dollars  each-— 245,000 
49fi00do.  of  4  doUars  each--196,000 


245,000     Carried  up. 


j5 1,470,000 


245,000    Brm^httip,  1,490,000 

49,000  do.  of  3  doUari  ewdi— 147^000 
49,000  do.  of  2  dollaiy  eacb—  9SfiQ0 

49,000  do.  of  1  dollars  each—  49,000 
11,800  do.  ofOO  dollars  each— 236^000 


403,800 


iS^fiOOfiOO 


Dollars. 


Resolved,  That  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  follows :  ' 

CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY. 

No. 

THIS  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive 

Spanish  milled  dollars,  or  tbe  value 
thereof  in  gold  or  silver,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Congress,  held  at 
Philadelphia,  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1775. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Duane,  doctor  Frank- 
lin, and  Mr.  Wilson,  be  a  committee  to  get  proper  plates  engraved,  to  provide 
paper,  and  to  agree  with  printers  to  print  the  above  bills. 

The  order  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  renewed,  and  the  Congress  adjourn- 
ed till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

SATURDAY,  June  24,  1775. 
Met  extcording  to  adjournment. 

^  On  a  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  afqpointed  to  de- 
vise ways^nd  means  to  put  the  militia  of  America  in  a  proper  state  (or  tke 
defence  of  America. 
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The  menibei*9  chosen  are  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, Mr.  Flojd,  Mr.  Gadsden,  and  Mr.  Dickinson. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  to  be  published  bj  genend 
Washin^on,  upon  his  arrival  at  tne  camp  before  Boston,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  read  and  debated,  and  after  some  time  referred  for  farther 
consideration  till  Mondaj  next. 

Adjourned  till  Mondaj  at  nine  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  June  26,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  s 

A  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  devise  wajs  and  means  for  introducing  the  manufacture  of  salt- 
petre into  these  colonies. 

The  state  of  North-Carolina  being  taken  into  consideration,  the  Congress 
came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Congress,  that  the  enemies  of  the  liberties 
of  America  ar^  pursuing  measures  to  divide  the  sood  people  of  the  colon j  of 
Xortb -Carolina,  and  to  defeat,  the  American  association  ; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  in  that  colon j,  who  wish  well  to 
the  liberties  of  America,  to  associate  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty,  and 
to  embodj  themselves  as  militia,  under  proper  officers. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  assembly  or  convention  of  that  colony  shall  think 
it  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  support  of  the  American  association  and  safety 
of  the  colony,  to  raise  a  body  of  torces  not  exceeding  one  thousand  men,  this 
Congress  will  consider  them  as  an  American  army,  and  provide  for  their  pay. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  &e  consideration  of  the  declaration,  and  alter 
some  debate. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  thajt  Mr.  Dickinson  and' Mr.  Jeffer- 
son be  added  to  the  committee. 

The  committee  for  Indian  affairs  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  ^vernor  Trumbull,  and  inform  him, 
and  also  the  conventions  of  New-Hampshire  and  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  the 
ffovemment  of  Rhode-Island,  that  the  Congress  have  appointed  George  Wash- 
ington,  esq.  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  for  the 
defence  oi  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

TUESDAY,  June  27,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  Thttt  governor  Skene  be  sent  under  a  guard  to 
'Weathcrsfield,  or  Middletown,  in  the  county  of  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  there 
to  be  confined  on  his  parole,  not  to  go  out  of  the  bounds  prescribed  to  him 
by  governor  Trumbull. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  for  Pennsylvania  take  measures  to  have  the 
above  resolve  carried  into  execution. 

A  letter  from  the  conveiition  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  received  by  express,  was 
laid  before  the  Congress  and  read.      | 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
New- Vork  department,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  came  to  certain  re- 
solutions, which  were  ordered  to  be  immediately  transmitted  to  general  Schuy- 
ler for  his  direction. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great- 
Britain,  reported  the  same,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY,  June  28,  1775, 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

"The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  'a  draught  of  rules  and  regulation*  for 
the  government  of  the  army,  reported  the  same,  which  was  read,  and  taken 
into  consideration.  And  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  day  following, 
being  spent  thereon,  adjourned  till  the  next  day  at  nine  o'clock. 

FRIDAY,  June  30, 1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  rules  and  regulations^  which 
being  gone  uirough,  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas  his  majesty's  most  fathful  subjects  in  these  coloniea  are  reduced 
to  a  dangerous  and  critical  situation,  by  the  attempts  of  the  British  ministry, 
to  carry  into  execution,  by  force  of  arms,  several  unconstitutional  and  oppres- 
sive acts  of  the  Briti^  parliament  for  laying  taxes  in  America,  to  enforce  the 
collection  of  those  taxes,  and  for  altering  and  changing  the  constitution  and 
internal  police  of  some  of  these  colonies,  in  violation  oF  the  natural  and  civil 
rights  of  the  colonies. 

And  whereas  hostilities  have  been  actually  commenced  in  Massachnsetts- 
Bay,  by  the  British  troops,  under  the  command  of  general  Ghige,  and  the  lives 
of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony  destroyed ;  the  town  of  Boston 
not  only  having  been  long  occupied  as  a  gamsoned  town  in  an  enemy's  coun- 
try, but  the  iiSiabitants  thereof  treated  with  a  severity  and  cruelty  not  to  be 
justified  even  towards  declared  enemies. 

And  whereas  laige  reinforcements  have  been  ordered,  and  are  soon  expected, 
for  the  declared  purpose  of  compelling  these  colonies  to  submit  to  the  open* 
tion  of  the  said  acts,  which  hatn  rendered  it  necessary,  and  an  indispeiisal^ 
duty,  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  and  defending  these  colonies,  and 
preserving  them  in  safety  against  all  attempts  to  carry  the  said  acts*into  execo- 
tion,  that  an  armed  force  be  raised  sufficient  to  defeat  such  hostile  deswna,  and 
preserve  and  defend  the  lives,  liberties  and  immunities  of  the  colonists :  for 
the  due  resulating  and  well  ordering  of  which  ; 

Besolvea,  That  ths  following  rules  and  orders  be  attended  to,  and  ob- 
served by.  such  forces  as  are  or  may  hereafter  be  raised  for  the  purposes  afore 
said. 

Article  I.  That  every  officer  who  shall  be  retained,  and  every  soldier  who 
shall  serve  in  the  continental  army,  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  acceptance  of  his 
commission  or  inlistment,  subscribe  these  rules  and  regulations.  And  that  the 
officers  and  soldiers,  already  of  that  army,  shall  also,  as  soon  as  may  be,  sob- 
scribe  the  same ;  from  the  time  of  which  sul^ription  every  officer  and  soldier, 
shall  be  bound  by  those  regulations.  But  if  any  of  the  officers  or  soldiers,  now 
of  the  said  army,  do  not  subscribe  these  ml^  and  regulations,  then  thej  mar 
be  retained  in  the  said  army,  subject  to  the  rul^  and  regulations  under  whidt 
tliey  entered  into  the  service,  or  be  discharged  from  the  service,  at  the  optien 
of  tne  commander  in  chief. 

II.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  officers  ancl  soldiers,  diligently  to 
attend  divine  service;  and  all  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  behave  indecently 
or  irreverently  at  any  place  of  divine  worship,  shall,  if  commissioned  officers, 
be  brought  beiore  a  court-martial,  tliere  to  be  publicly  and  severely  reprimand- 
ed by  the  president ;  if  non-commissioned  officers  or  soldiers,  every  person 
so  offending,  shall,  for  his  first  offence,  forfeit  one-sixth  of  a  dollar,  to  be  de- 
ducted out  of  his  next  pay ;  for  the  second  offence,  he  shall  not  only  forfeit  a 
like  sum,  but  be  confined  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  for  every  like  oflfence, 
shall  suffer  and  pay  in  like  manner ;  which  money  so  forfeited,  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  the  use  of  the  sick  soldiers  of  the  troop  or  company  to  which  the 
offender  belongs. 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGBB88«  1778.  »1 


in.  Whatsoever  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  (hall  use  any  profane 
oatii  or  execration,  shall  incur  the  penalties  expressed  *in  the  foregoing  article ; 
and  if  a  commissioned  officer  be  thus  guilty  of  profane  cursing  or  swearing, 
he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  four  shil- 
ling, lawful  money. 

IV.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  behave  himself  with  contempt  or  dis* 
respect  towards  the  general  or  generals,  or  commanders  in  chief  of  the  conti- 
nental forces,  or  shall  speak  false  words,  tendine  to  his  or  their  hurt  or  disho- 
nor, shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  judgment 
of  a  general  court-martial. 

V.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  begin,  excite,  cause,  or  join  in  any 
mutiny  or  sedition,  in  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company  to  which  ne  belongs, 
or  in  any  other  regimenty  troop  or  company  of  the  contioental  forces^  either  by 
land  or  sea,  or  in  any  part,  post,  detachment,  or  guard,  on  any  pretence  what- 
soever, shall  suffer  such  pimishment,  as  by  a  general  court-martial  shall  be 
ordered. 

VI.  Any  officer,  non-commisiioned  officer,  or  soldier,  who  being  present  at 
any  mutiny  or  sedition,  does  not  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  suppress  the 
same,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any  mutiny,  or  intended  mutiny,  does  not, 
without  delay,  eive  information  thereof  to  the  commanding  officer,  shall  be 
iranished  by  order  of  a  general  court-martial,  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
offence. 

YII.  Anv  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  strike  his  superior  officer,  or  draw, 
or  offer  to  draw,  or  shall  lift  up  any  weapon,  or  offer  anv  violence  against  liim, 
being  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  or  shall  dis- 
obey any  lawful  commands  of  his  superior  officer,  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
as  shall,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a 
general  court-martial. 

VIII.  Any  noQ-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier,  who  shall  desert,  or  without 
leave  of  his  commanding  officer,  absent  himself  from  the  troop  or  company  to 
which  he  belongs,  or  from  any  detachment  of  the  same,  shall,  upon. being  con- 
victed thereol^  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  at  the  (uscre- 
tion  of  a  general  court-martial. 

IX.  Whatsoever  officer,  or  soldier,  shall  be  convicted  of  having  advised  or 
persuaded  anv  other  officer  or  soldier,  to  desert,  shall  suffer  such  punishment, 
as  shall  be  oraered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

X.  All  officers,  of  what  condition  soever,  shall  have  power  to  part  and  quell 
all  quarrels,  frays,  and  disorders,  though  the  persons  concerned,  should  bdong 
to  another  re^ment,  troop,  or  company ;  and  either  order  officers  to  be  arrested, 
or  non-comuussioned  officers,  or  soldiers,  to  be  confined  und  imprisoned,  till 
their  proper  superior  officers  shall  be  acquainted  therewith :  and  whoever  shall 
refuse  to  obey  such  officer,  (thou^  of  an  inferior  rank,)  or  shall  draw  his 
sword  upon  mm,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  general  court-martial. 

XI.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  use  any  reproachful  or  provoking  speeches  or 
(tures  to  another,  nor  shall  presume  to  send  a  challenge  to  any  person  to 
It  a  duel:  And  whoever  shail,  knowingly  and -willingly,  suffer  any  person 

.  .latsoever  to  00  forth  to  fight  a  duel,  or  shall  second,  promote,  or  carry  any 
challence,  shall  be  deemed  as  a  principal ;  and  whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shaft 
upbraid  another  for  refusing  a  challenge,  shall  also  be  considered  as  a  chal- 
len^r;  and  all  such  offenders,  in  any  of  these  or  such  like  cases,  shall  be 
punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  general  court-martial. 

XII.  Every  officer,  commanding  in  quarters  or  on  a  march,  shall  keep  good 
order,  and,  to  the  utmost  of  ^his  power,  redress  all  such  abuses  or  disorders 
which  mav  be  cooHnitted  by  anjr  officer  or  soldier  under  his  command  :  If  ufjon 
any  complaint  being  made  to  him,  of  officers  or  soldiers  beating,  or  otherwise 
ill-treating  any  person,  or  of  committing  any  kind  of  riot,  to  the  disquieting 
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of  the  inhabitants  of  this  continent ;  he  the  said  commander,  who  shall  refuse 
or  omit  to  see  justice  done  on  the  offender  or  offenders,  and  reparation  made 
to  the  party  or  parties  injured,  us  far  as  the  offender's  wages  shall  enable  hiin 
or  them,  shall,  upon  due  proof  thereof,  be  punished  as  ordered  by  a  ^enenl 
court  martial,  in  such  manner  as  if  he  himself  had  committed  the  cnmes  ur 
disorders  complained  of. 

XIII.  If  any  officer  should  think  himself  to  be  wron&ed  by  his  colonel  or 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  shall,  upon  due  application  madt 
to  him,  be  refused  to  be  redressed,  he  may  complain  to  the  general  or  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  continental  forces,  in  order  to  obtain  justice,  who  is 
hereby  reauired  to  examine  into  said  complaint,  and  see  that  justice  be  done. 

XIV.  It  any  inferior  officer  or  soldier,  shall  think  himself  wronged  bj  his 
captain  or  other  officer  commanding  the  troop  or  company  to  which  he  belongs, 
he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  reeiment,  who  is 
hereby  required  to  summon  a  regimental  court-martial,  for  the  doing  justice  to 
the  complainant;  from  which  regimental  court-martial,  either  party  may,  if  be 
thinks  himself  still  aggrieved,  appeal  to  a  general  court-martial ;  but  if,  upon 
a  second  hearins,  the  appeal  shall  appear  to  be  vexatious  and  groundless,  the 
person  so  appealing,  shall  be  punishea  at  the  discretion  of  the  general  coort- 
martial. 

XV.  Whatsoever  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  shall  be  convicted,  &t 
a  regimental  court-martial,  of  having  sold,  or  designedly,  or  through  neglect, 
wasted  the  ammunition,  arms,  or  provisions,  or  other  military  stores,  delivered 
out  to  him,  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  this  continent,  shall,  if  an  office', 
be  reduced  to  a  private  sentinel ;  and  if  a  private  soldier,  shall  suffer  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XVI.  All  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  who  shall  be  found  ooe 
mile  from  the  camp,  without  leave  in  writing  from  dieir  commanding  officer, 
shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  on  him  or  them  by  the  sentence 
of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XVIi.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  lie  out  of  his  quarters  or  camp,  withont 
leave  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  upon  penalty  of  Iwios 
punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  order  of  a  regimentil 
court-martial. 

XVIII.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  shall  i-etire  to  hisquar* 
ters,  or  tent,  at  the  beating  of  the  retreat;  in  default  of  which,  he  shall  be 
punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  order  of  the  commandiog 
officer. 

XIX.  No  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  shall  fail  of  repairiiig> 
at  the  time  fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade  or, exercise,  or  odier  rendezvous  ap- 
pointed by  the  commanding  officer,  if  not  {Prevented  by  sickness  or  some  other 
evident  necessity ;  or  shall  go  from  the  said  place  of  rendezvous,  or  from  his 

§uard,  without  leave  from  his  commanding  officer,  before  he  shall  be  regularly 
ismissed  or  relieved,  on  penalty  of  being  punished  according  to  the  nature  <» 
his  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XX.  Whatsoever  commissioned  officer  shall  be  found  drunk  on  his  g^i^t 
party,  or  duty,  under  arms,  shall  be  cashiered  for  it ;  any  non-commission^ 
officer  or  soldier  so  offend l^np,  gball  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered 
by  the  sentence  of'  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XXI.  Whatsoever  sentinel  shall  be  found  sleeping  upon  his  post,  or  shall 
leave  it  before  he  shall  be  regularly  relieved,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as 
shall  be  ordered  by  tbe  sentence  oi  a  general  court-martial. 

XXII.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  who,  by  discharging 
of  fire  arms,  beating  of  drums,  or  by  any  other  means  whatsoever,  shall  occa- 
sion false  alarms, in  camp  orquarters,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 
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XXIII.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall,  without  orient  necessity,  or  with- 
out leave  of  his  superior  officer,  quit  his  platoon  ot  division,  shall  be  punished 
according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court- 
martial. 

XXIV.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  violence,  or.  offer  any  insult,  or  abuse, 
to  any  person  who  shall  bring  provisions,  or  other  neceasanes.  to  the  camp  or 
quarters  of  the  continental  army;  any  officer  or  soldier  so  offending,  shall, 
upon  complaint  being  made  to  the  commanding  officer,  suffer  such  punishment 
as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XXVk  Whatsoever  -  officer  or  soldier  shall  shamefully  abandon  any  post 
committed  to  his  charge,  or  shall  speak  words  inducing  otliers  to  do  the  like, 
in  time  of  an  engagement,  shall  suffer  death  immediately. 

XXVI.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  who  shall  make 
known  the  watch -word  to  any  person  who  is  not  entitled  to  i*eceive  it,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war,  or  shall  presume  to  give  a  parole,  or 
watch-word,  different  from  what  he  received,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

XXVI I •  Whosoever  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  shall  relieve  the 
enemy  with  money,  victuals,  or  ammunition,  or  shall  knowingly  harbor  or 
protect  an  enemy,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  by  a  general  court-martial 
shall  be  <»dered. 

XXVIII.  Whosoever  belonnng  to  the  continental  army,  shall  be  convicted 
of  holding  correspondence  with,  or  of  giving  intelligence  to,  the  enemy,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  by  a  general  court- 
martial  shall  be  ordered. 

XXIX.  All  public  stores  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp  or  magazines,  whether 
of  artillery,  ammunition,  clothing,  or  provisions,  shall  be  secured  for  the  use 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

XXX.  If  any  officer  or  soldier  shall  leave  his  post  or  colors,  in  time  of  an 
engagement,  to  eo  in  search  of  plunder,  he  shall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof 
before  a  general  court-martial,  suffer  such  punishment  as  by  the  said  tourt- 
martial  shall  be  ordered. 

XXXI.  If  any  commander  of  any  post,  intrenchment,  or  fortress,  shall  be 
compelled,  by  the  officers  or  soldiers  under  his  command,  to  ^ive  it  up  to  the 
enemy,  or  to  abandon  it,  the  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned  officers, 
or  souiiers,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  so  offended,  shall  suffer  death,  or 
such  other  punishment  as  may  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  sentence  of  a  ge- 
neral court-martial. 

XXXII.  All  suttlers  and  retailers  to  a  camp,  and  all  persons  whatsoever, 
serving  with  the  continental  army  in  the  field,  tnough  not  mlisted  soldiers,  are 
to  be  subject  to  the  articles,  rules,  and  regulations  of  the  continental  army. 

XXXI  1(.  No  general  court-martial  shall  consist  of  a  less  number  than 
thirteen,  none  of  which  shall  be  under  the  degree  of  a  commissioned  officer ; 
and  the  president  shall  be  afield  officer:  And  the  president  of  each  and  every 
court-martial,  whether  general  or  regimental,  shall  have  power  to  administer 
an  oath  to  every  witness,  in  order  to  the  trial  of  offenders.  And  the  members 
of  all  courts-martial  shall  be  duly  sworn  by  the  president ;  and  the  next  in  rank 
on  the  court-martial,  shall  administer  the  oath  to  the  president. 

XXXIV.  The  members,  both  of  general  and  regimental  courts-martial, 
shall,  when  belonging  to  different  corps,  take  the  same  rank  which  tliey  hold 
in-  the  army ;  but  when  courts-martial  shall  be  composed  of  officers  of  one 
corps,  they  shall  take  tlieir  ranks  according  to  their  commissions  by  which 
they  are  mustered  in  the  said  corps. 

XXXV.  All  the  members  of  a  court-martial,  are  to  behave  with  calmness, 
decency,  and  impartiality  ;  and  in  giving  of  their  votes,  are  to  begin  with 
the  youngest  or  lowest  in  commission. 
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XXXVI.  No  field  officer  shall  be  tried  by  any  peraon  under  the  degree  of  a 
captain  ;  nor  shall  an j  proceedings  or  trials  be  carried  on,  excepting  betwees 
the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning,  and  three  in  the  afternoon,  except  in  cases 
which  require  an  immediate  example. 

XXXV li.  The  commissioned  officers  of  every  renment  maj,  bj  the  tppoint- 
ment  of  their  colonelor  commanding  officer,  hold  regimental  courts-nartjid 
for  the  enquiring  into  such  disputes  or  criminal  matters  as  may  come  before 
them,  and  for  the  inflicting  corporeal  punishment,  for  small  offences,  ind  aliall 
^ve  judgment  bj  the  majority  of  voices;  but  no  sentence  shall  be  executed 
till  the  commanding  officer  (not  being  a  member  of  the  courtrmartial)  shall 
have  confirmed  the  same. 

XXXVIII.  No  regimental  court-martial  shall  consist  of  less  than  five  ofi- 
cers,  excepting  in  cases  where  that  number  cannot  be  conveniendy  assembled, 
when  three  may  be  sufficient;  who  are  likewise  to  determine  upon  tbe 
sentence  by  the  majority  pf  voices ;  which  sentence  is  to  be  confirmed  bjthe 
commanding  officer,  not  being  a  member  of  the  court-martial. 

XXXIX.  Every  officer,  commanding  in  any  fort,  castle,  or  barrack, or  else- 
where, where  the  corps  under  his  command  consists  of  detachments  from  dif- 
ferent reg:iments  or  of  independent  companies,  m&y  assemble  courts-martial 
for  the  trial  of  offenders  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  regimental,  whose 
sentence  is  not  to  be  executed  till  it  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  -said  command- 
ing officer. 

aL.  No  person  whatsover  shall  use  menacing  words,  signs,  or  eestoresia 
the  presence  of  a  court-martial  then  sittini;,  or  snail  cause  any  disorder  or  riot, 
so  as  to  disturb  their  pnjceeding,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  4itthe  discre- 
tion of  the  said  court-martial. 

XLI.  To  the  end  tliat  offenders  may  be  brought  to  justice ;  wheneferasj 
officer  or  soldier  shall  commit  a  crime  desening  punishment,  he  shalKhj 
his  commanding  officer,  if  an  officer,  be  put  in  arrest ;  if  a  non-commissioDed 
officer  or  soldier,  be  imprisoned  till  he  shall  be  either  tried  by  a  court-martia), 
or  shall  be  lawfully  discharged  by  proper  authority. 

XLII.  No  officer-or  soldier  who  shall  be  put  in  arrest,  o^  imprisonment,  shall 
continue  in  his  confinement  more  than  eight  days,  or  till  such  time  as  a  court- 
martial  can  be  conveniently  assembled. 

XLIII.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provost-marshal,  shall  refuse  to 
receive  or  keep  any  prisoner  committed  to  his  charge,  by  an  officer  belonging  to 
the  continental  forces* ;  tvhich  officer  shali  at  the  same  time  deliver  an  accoant 
in  writing,  signed  by  himself,  of  the  crime  with  which  the  said  prisoseris 
charged. 

XLIV.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provost-marshal,  shall  presume 
to  release  any  prisoner  committed  to  his  charge,  without  proper  authoritjr  for 
so  doing ;  nor  shall  he  suffer  an  v  prisoner  to  escape,  on  the  penalty  of  teiDgpoo* 
ished  for  it,  by  the  sentence  oi  a  general  cotwlHnartial. 

XLY.  Every  officer  or  provost-marshal,  to  whose  charge  prisoners  shall  hs 
committed,  is  hereby  required,  within  twenty-four  hours  alter  such  conuDit* 
ment,  or  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  relieved  from*his  guard,  to  give  in  writing  to 
the  colonel  of  the  re^ment  toVhom  the  prisoner  belongs  (where  the  prisoner 
is  confined  upon  the  guard  belonging  to  the  sud  regiment,  and  that  his  offen<^ 
only  relates  to  the  ne^lectof  dutvin  his  own  corps)  or  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
their  namesy  their  crimes,  and  the  names  of  the  officers  who  consunitted  theD, 
on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  tor  his  disobedience  or  neglect,  at  the  discittion 
of  a  general  court-martial. 

XLVI.  And  If  any  officer  under  arrest  shall  leave  his  confinement  befor« 
he  is  set  at  liberty  by  the  officer  who  confined  him,  or  by  a  superior  power, 
he  shall  be  cashiered  for  it. 

XLVII.  Whatsoever  commissioned  officer  shall  be  convicted  before  a  gen* 
eral  court-martial,  of  behaving  in  a  scandalous,  infamous  manner,  such  as  n 
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unbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  shall  be  discharged 
from  the  service. 

XLVIII.  All  officers,  conductors,  g^unners,  matrosses,  drivers,  or  any  other 
persons  whatsoever,  receiving  pay  or  hire,  in  the  service  of  the  continental  artil- 
lery, hall  be  governed  by  the  aforesaid  rules  and  articles,  and  shall  be  subject  to 
be  tded  by  courts-martial,  in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
continental  troops. 

XLIX.  For  differences  arising  amongst  themsAves,  or  in  matters  relating; 
solely  to  their  own  corps,  the  courts-martial  may  be  composed  of  their  own 
officers ;  but  where  a  number  sufficient  of  such  officers  cannot  be  assembled, 
or  in  matters  wherein  other  corps  are  interested,  the  officers  of  artillery  shall 
sit  in  courts-martial,  with  the  officers  of  the  other  corps. 

L.  Ad  crimes,  not  capital,  and  all  disorders  and  neglect8,which  officers  and 
soldiers  may  be  ^ilty  ot,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  discipline, 
though  not  mentioned  in  the  articles  of  war,  are  to  be  taken  cognizance  of  by 
a  eeneral  or  regimental  court-martial,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the 
oAence,  and  be  punished  at  their  discretion. 

LI.  That  no  persons  shall  be  sentenced  by  a  court-martial  to  suffer  death, 
except  in  the  cases  expressly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles ;  nor  shall 
any  punishment  be  inflicted  at  the  discretion  of  a  court-martial,  other  than  de- 
grading, cashiering,  drumming  out  of  the  army,  whipping  not  exceeding 
thirty -nine  lashes,  fine  not  exceeding  two  months  pay  of  tue  offender,  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  one  month. 

LII.  The  field  officers  of  each  and  every  re^ment  are  to  appoint  some 
soitfd>le  person  belonging  to  such  regiment,  to  receive  all  such  fines  as  may  arise 
witnin  the  same,  for  any  breach  of  any  of  the  foregoing  articles,  and  shall  di- 
rect the  same  to  be  carefully  and  properly  applied  to  the  relief  of  such  sick, 
wounded,  or  necessitous  soldiers  as  belong  to  such  regiment ;  and  such  person 
shall  account  with  such  officer  for  all  fines  received,  and  the  application 
thereof. 

LIII.  All  members  stttins  in  courts-martial  shall  be  sworn  by  the  president 
of  said  courts,  which  president  shall  himself  be  sworn  by  the  officer  in  said 
court  next  in  rank : — ^The  oath  to  be  administered  previous  to  their  proceeding 
to  the  trial  of  any  offender,  in  form  following,  viz. 

•*  You  A.  B.  swear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try,  and  impartially  deter- 
mine the  cause  of  the  prisoner  now  to  be  tried,  according  to  the  rules  for  regu- 
latanj^  the  continental  army.    So  help  you  GK)d." 

Lifv .  All  persons  called  to  give  evidence,  in  any  case,  before  a  court-martial, 
who  shall  refuse  to  give  evidence,  tlhall  be  punished  for  such  refusal  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  such  court-martial  :~-The  oath  to  be  administered  in  the  following 
form,  viz. 

**  You  swear  the  evidence  you  shall  give  in  the  case  now  in  hearing,  shall  be 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  out  the  truth.    So  help  yuu  God." 

I«V.  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  shall,  upon 
notice  given  to  him  by  the  commissary  of  the  musters,  or  from  one  of  his  de- 
puties, assemble  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company  under  his  command,  in  the 
next  convenient  place  ror  their  being  mustered. 

LVI.  Every  colonel  or  otherfield  officer,  or  officer  commanding  any  corps,  to 
which  there  is  no  field  officer,  and  actually  residing  with  it,  may  g;ive  furloughs 
to  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  in  such  numbei^,  and  for  so  long  a 
time,  as  he  shall  jttds;e  to  be  most  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  service;  but 
no  non- commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall,  by  leave  of  hfs  captain,  or  inferior 
officer,  commanding  the  troop  or  company  (his  field  officer  not  being  present) 
t»e  absent  above  twenty  days  in  six  months,  nor  shall  more  than  two  private 
men  he  absent  at  the  same  tithe  from  their  troop  or  company,  excepting  some 
eKtraordinary  occasion  should  require  it,  of  wnich  occasion  the  field  officer 
present  with,  and  commanding  the  regiment  or  independent  corp?,  is  to  be  judge. 
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LVII.  At  every  muster  the  coimnanding  officer  of  each  regiment,  troop, or 
company,  then  present,  shall  gi^e  to  the  commissary  of  musters  certifiates 
signed  by  himself,  signifying  how  long  such  officers,  non-commissioned  officen, 
and  soldiers,  who  shall  not  appear  at  the  said  muster,  have  been  absent,  and 
the  reason  of  their  absence ;  which  reasons,  and  the  time  of  absence,  shall  be 
inserted  in  the  muster-rolls,  opposite  to  the  respective  names  of  such  absentees: 
The  said  certificates  shall,  together  with  the  muster-rolls,  be  by  the  said  com- 
missary transmitted  to  the  §eneral,  and  to  this  or  any  future  Congress  of  the 
Unitedf  Colonies,  or  committee  appointed  thereby,  within  twenty  days  next  after 
such  muster  being  taken ;  on  failure  whereof,  the  conunissary  so  offending  shall 
be  dischar^d  from  the  service. 

LVIil.  Every  officer  who  shall  be  convicted  before  a  general  court-martial 
of  having  signed  a  false  certificate,  relating  to  the  absence  of  either  officers, 
non-commissioned  officer,  or  private  soldier,  shall  be  cashiered, 

LIX.  Every  officer,  who  sliall  knowingly  make  a  false  muster  of  rhxa  or 
horse,  and  every  officer  or  commissary  who  shall  willingly,  sign,  direct,  or 
allow  the  signing  of  the  muster-rolls,  wherein  such  false  muster  is  contained, 
shall,  upon  proof  made  thereof,  by  two  witnesses,  before  a  general  court-  mar- 
tial, be  cashiered,  and  moreover  forfeit  all  such  pay  as  may  be  due  to  him  at  the 
time  of  conviction  for  such  offence. 

LX.  Any .  commissary  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  taken  any  (pft  or 
gratuity  on  the  mustering  any  regiment,  troop  or  company,  or  on  the  signing 
the  muster-rolls,  shall  be  displaced  from  his  office,  and  torfeit  his  pay,  as  in 
the  preceding  article.  > 

LXI.  Any  officer  who  shall  presume  to  muster  any  person  as  a  soldier,  who 
is  at  other  times  accustomed  to  wear  a  livery,  or  who  does  not  actually  do  nis 
duty  as  a  soldier,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  having  nuide  a  fdlse  muster,  and 
shall  suffer  accordingly. 

LXII.  Every  officer  who  shall  knowingly  make  a  false  return  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  American  forces,  or  to  any  his  superior  officer,  aatho* 
rized  to  call  for  such  returns,  of  the  state  of  the  regiment,  troop,  independent 
company,  or  garrison  under  his  command,  or  of  arms,  ammunition,  clothing, 
or  other  stores  thereunto  belonging,  shall,  by  a  court-martial,  be  cashiered. 

LXdI.  The  commanding  officer  of  every  resiment,  troop,  ipdependent 
company,  or  garrison,  in  the  service  aforesaid,  shadi,  in  the  beginning  of  erefj 
month,  remit  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  said  forces,  an  exact  retum  of 
tlie  state  of  the  regiment,  troop,  independent  company,  or  ^rrison  under  his 
command,  specifying  the  names  of  the  officers  not  then  residing  at  their  posts* 
and  the  reason  (or,  and  the  time  of  their  absence :  whoever  shall  be  convicted 
of  having,  through  neglect  or  design,  omitted  the  sending  such  returns,  shall 
be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  crime,  by  the  judgment  of  a  general 
court-martial. 

LXIV.  No  suttler  shall  be  permitted  to  sell  any  kind  of  liquors  or  victual 
or  to  keep  their  houses  or  shops  open,  for  the  entertainment  of  soldiers,  after  nine 
at  jni^ht,  or  before  tiie  beating  oi  the  reveilles,  or  upon  Sundays,  during  divine 
service  or  sermon,  on  the  penalty  of  being  dismiss^ed  from  all  future  suttling. 
^  LXV.  All  officers  commanding  in  the  camp,  or  in  any  forts,  barracks,  or  gar- 
risons, are  hereby  required  to  see  that  the  persons  permitted  to  suttle  ih>ll 
supply  the  soldiers  with  good  and  wholesome  provisions  at  a  reasonable  pricCi 
as  tney  shall  be  answerable  for  their  neglect. 

LXVl.  No  officers  commanding  in  any  camp,  garrisons,  forts,  or  barracbi 
shall  either  themselves  exact  exorbitant  prices  for  houses  or  stalls  let  (»ut  to 
suttlers,  or  shall  connive  at  the  like  exactions  in  others,  nor  lay  any  duty  or 
impositions  upon,  or  be  interested  in  the  sale  of  such  victuals,  liquors,  or  other 
necessaries  of  life,  which  are  brought  into  the  camp,  garrison,  fort  or  barracks, 
for  the  use  of  the  soldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being  discharg^  from  the  service* 
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The  members  chosen  are  Mn  Paine,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Gadsden,  and  Mr:  Dickinson. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  to  be  published  by  general 
Washin^n,  upon  his  arrival  at  trie  camp  before  Boston,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  read  and^debated,  and  after  some  time  referred  for  farther 
consideration  till  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  June  £6, 1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  introducing  the  manufacture  of  salt- 
petre into  these  colonies. 

The  state  of  North-Carolina  being  taken  into'  consideration,  the  Congress 
came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Congress,  that  the  enemies  of  the  liberties 
of  America  are  pursuing  measures  to  divide  the  eood  people  of  the  colony  of 
North -Carolina,  and  to  defeat  the  American  association  ; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  in  that  colony,  who  wish  well  to 
the  liberties  of  America,  to  associate  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty,  and 
to  embody  themselves  as  militia,  under  proper  officers. 

Besolved,  That  in  case  the  assembly  or  convention  of  that  colony  shall  think 
it  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  support  of  the  American  association  and  safety 
of  the  colon V,  to  raise  a  body  of  lorces.not  exceeding  one  thousand  men,  this 
Congress  will  consider  them  as  an  American  army,  and  provide  for  their  pay. 

The  Confess  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  declaration,  and  alter 
some  debate. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son be  added  to  the  committee. 

The  committee  for  Indian  affairs  brou^t  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  governor  Trumbull,  and  inform  him, 
and  also  the  conventions  of  New-Hampshire  and  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  the 
government  of  Rhode-Island,  that  the  Congress  have  appointed  George  Wash- 
ington^  esq.  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  for  the 
defence  oi  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

TUESDAY,  June  9,7,  \775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  governor  Skene  be  sent  under  a  guard  to 
Weathersfield,  orMiddletown,in  the  county  of  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  there 
to  be  confined  on  his  parole,  not  to  go  out  of  the  bounds  prescribed  to  him 
by  governor  Trumbull. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  for  Pennsylvania  take  measures  to  have  the 
above  resolve  carried  into  execution. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  received  by  express,  was 
laid  before  the  Congress  and  read. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
N'ew- York  department,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  came  to  certain  re- 
solutions, which  were  ordered  to  be  immediately  transmitted  to  general  Schuy- 
ler for  his  direction. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great* 
Britj^in,  reported  the  same,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

Vol.  I.  12      • 
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WEDNESDAY,  June  28,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  "a  draught  of  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  armj,  reported  the  same,  which  was  read,  and  taken 
into  consideration.    And  the  •   j-     -^^  ^t--    ^  j  ^l^  j        «  .^..m* 


being 


onsideration.    And  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  day  followiDg, 
spent  thereon,  adjourned  till  the  next  day  at  nine  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  June  30, 1775. 


Met  according  to  adjournment 

The  Coneress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  rules  and  regulations,  wUd 
being  goneSirough,  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas  his  majesty's  most  fiithful  subjects  in  these  colonies  are  rednced 
to  a  danserous  and  critical  situation,  by  iht  attempts  of  the  British  niniiti;, 
to  carry  into  execution,  by  force  of  arms,  several  unconstitutional  and  opprei- 
sive  acts  of  the  British  parliament  for  laying  taxes  in  America,  to  enforce  tlic 
collection  of  those  taxes,  and  for  altering  and  changios  the  constitntioo  ud 
internal  police  of  some  of  these  colonies,  in  violation  of  the  natural  aadciTil 
rights  of  the  colonies. 

And  whereas  hostilities  have  been  actually  commenced  in  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  by  the  British  troops,  under  the  command  of  general  Gage,  and  the  lim 
of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony  destroyed ;  the  town  of  Boston 
not  only  havins  been  long  occupied  as  a  gams6ned  town  in  an  enemy's  cood- 
try^  but  the  inhabitants  thereof  treated  with  a  severity  and  cruelty  not  to  be 
justified  even  towards  declared  enemies. 

And  whereas  large  reinforcements  have  been  ordered,  and  are  soon  expected, 
for  the  declared  purpose  of  compelling  these  colonies  to  submit  to  the  open* 
tion  of  the  saicl  acts,  which  hatn  rendered  it  necessary,  and  an  indispeiii»bi« 
duty,  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  and  defending  these  colomes,  n^ 
preserving  them  in  safety  against  all  attempts  to  carry  the  said  acts  into  execu- 
tion, that  an  armed  force  be  raised  sufficient  to  defeat  such  hostile  desi^s,  asd 
preserve  and  defend  the  lives,  liberties  and  immunities  of  the  colonists:  ^ 
the  due  regulating  and  well  ordering  of  which  ; 

Besohea,  That  the  following  rules  and  orders  be  attended  to,  and  ob- 
served by  such  forces  as  are  or  may  hereafter  be  raised  for  the  purposes  sAre 
said. 

Article  h  That  every  officer  who  shall  be  retained,  and  every  soldier  who 
shall  serve  in  the  continental  army,  shall)  at  the  time  of  his  acceptance  of  his 
commission  or  inlistment,  subscribe  these  rules  and  regulations.  And  that  the 
officers  and  soldiers,  already  of  that  army,  shall  also,  as  soon  as  may  be,  sub' 
scribe  the  same  $  from  the  time  of  which  subscription  every  officer  and  soldier, 
shall  be  bound  by  those  regulations.  But  if  any  of  the  officers  or  soldiers,  now 
of  the  said  ariuy,  do  not  subscribe  tliese  rules  and  regulations,  then  thej  mi.T 
be  retained  in  the  said  army,  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  under  whicb 
they  entered  into  the  service,  or  be  discharged  from  the  service,  at  the  option 
of  tne  commander  in  chief. 

II.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  officers  and  soldiers,  diligeotij  to 
attend  divine  service ;  and  all  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  behave  indecently 
or  irreverently  at  any  place  of  divine  worship,  shall,  if  commissioned  officers, 
be  brought  before  a  court-martial,  there  to  be  publicly  and  severely  reprimaod* 
cd  by  the  president ;  if  non-commissioned  omcers  or  soldiers,  every  persoB 
so  offending,  shall,  for  his  first  offence,  forfeit  one-!»ixth  of  a  dollar,  to  be  ile* 
ducted  out  of  His  next  pay ;  for  the  second  offence,  he  shall  not  only  forfeit! 
like  sum,  but  be  confinea  for  twenty -four  hours,  and  for  every  like  offence, 
shidl  suffer  and  pay  in  like  manQer;  which  money  so  forfeited,  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  the  use  of  the  sick  soldiers  of  the  troop  or  company  to  which  the 
offender  belongs. 
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HI.  WluttsoeTer  non*commis8ioned  officer  or  soldier  shall  use  any  profane 
oath  or  ezecration»  shall  incur  the  penalties  expressed  in  the  foregoing  article ; 
and  if  a  comiaisatoiied  officer  be  thus  guilty  of  profane  cursing  or  svearinff, 
he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and  e?ery  such  offence,  the  sum  of  four  shiT- 
lings»  lawful  money. 

iV •  Any  omcer  or  soldier,  who  shall  behave  himself  with  contempt  or  dis- 
respect towards  the  general  or  generals,  or  commanders  in  chief  of  the  conti- 
nental forces,  or  shall  speak  false  words,  tending  to  his  or  their  hurt  or  diriio- 
nor,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  judgment 
of  a  general  court-martial. 

y*  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  begin,  excite,  cause,  or  join  in  any 
mutiny  or  sedition,  in  the  raiment,  troop,  or  company  to  which  he  belongs, 
or  in  any  oihtr  regiment,  troop  or  company  of  the  continental  forces,  either  by 
land  or  sea,  or  in  any  part,  post,  detachment,  or  guard,  on  any  pretence  what- 
aooTer,  shall  suffer  such  punishment,  as  by  a  general  court-martial  shall  be 
ordered. . 

VI.  Any  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier,  who  being  present  at 
any  mutiny  or  sedition,  does  not  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  suppress  the 
same,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any  mutiny,  or  intended  mutiny,  does  not, 
without  delay,  give  information  thereof  to  the  commanding  officer,  shall  be 
punished  by  order  of  a  general  court-martial,  according  to  Uie  nature  of  his 
offence. 

YII.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  strike  his  superior  officer,  or  draw, 
or  offer  to  draw,  or  shall  Kft  up  any  weapon,  or  offer  any  violence  against  him, 
being  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  or  shall  dis- 
obey any  lawful  commands  of  his  superior  officer,  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
as  shall,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a 
general  court-martial. 

VliL  Any  non-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier,  who  shall  desert,  or  without 
leave  of  his  commanding  officer,  absent  himself  from  the  troop  or  company  to 
which  he  belongs,  or  from  any  detachment  of  the  same,  shall,  upon  bein^  con- 
victed thereof,  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  a  general  court-martial. 

IX.  Whatsoever  officer,  or  soldier,  shall  be  convicted  of  having  advised  or 
persuaded  any  other  officer  or  soldier,  to  desert,  shall  suffer  sueh  punishment, 
aa  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

X.  All  officers,  of  what  condition  soever,  shall  have  power  to  part  and  quell 
all  quarrels,  frays,  and  disorders,  thougli  the  persons  concerned,  should  belong 
to  another  regiment,  troop,  or  company  ;  and  either  order  officers  to  be  arrested^ 
or  non-commissioned  officers,  or  soldiers,  to  be  confined  and  imprisoned,  till 
their  proper  superior  officers  shall  be  acquainted  therewith :  and  whoever  shall 
refuse  to  obey  such  officer,  (though  of  an  inferior  rank,)  or  shall  draw  his 
sword  upon  lum,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  general  court-martial. 

XI.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  use  any  reproachful  or  provoking  speeches  or 

features  to  another,  nor  shall  presume  to  send  a  challenge  to  any  person  to 
a;ht  a  duel :  And  whoever  shall,  knowingly  and  willingly,  suffer  any  person 
wnataoever  to  eo  forth  to  fight  a  duel,  or  snail  second,  promote,  or  carry  any 
challense,  shall  be  deemed  as  a  principal ;  and  whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shaU 
upbraia  another  for  refusing  a  challenge,  shall  also  be  considered  as  a  chal- 
lenf^r ;  and  all  such  offender^,  in  any  of  these  or  such  like  cases,  shall  be 
punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  ^neral  court-martial. 

XII.  Every  officer,  commanding  in  quarters  or  on  a  march,  shall  keep  good 
order,  and,  to  the  utmost  of 'his  power,  redress  all  such  abuses  or  disorders 
which  may  be  committed  by  anjr  officer  or  soldier  under  his  command  :  If  upon 
any  complaint  being  made  to  him,  of  officers  or  soldiers  beating,  or  otherwise 
ill-treating  any  person,  or  of  committing  any  kind  of  riot,  to  the  disquieting 
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of  the  inhabitants  of  this  continent;  he  the  said  commander,  who  shall  refuse 
or  omit  to  see  justice  done  on  the  offender  or  offenders,  and  reparation  mide 
to  the  party  or  parties  injured,  as  far  as  the  offender's  wi^ges  slukU  enable  ium 
or  them,  shall,  upon  due  proof  thereof,  be  punished  as  ordered  by  a  ^nenl 
court  martial,  in  such  manner  as  if  he  himself  had  committed  tlMB  cninesur 
disorders  complained  of. 

XIII.  If  any  officer  should  think  himself  to  be  wron&ed  by  his  colonel  or 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  shall,  upon  due  application  made 
to  him,  be  refused  to  be  redressed,  kte  may  complain  to  the  general  or  coin- 
mander  in  chief  of  the  continental  forces,  in  order  to  obtain  justice,  whoii 
hereby  reauired  to  examine  into  said  complaint*  and  see  that  justice  be  done. 

XI V.  It  any  inferior  officer  or  soldier,  shall  think  himself  wronged  bj  his 
captain  or  other  officer  commanding  the  troop  or  company  to  which  he  belong^ 
he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  who  ii 
hereby  required  to  summon  a  regimental  court-martial,  for  the  doing  justice t» 
the  complainant;  from  which  regimental  court-martial,  either  party  may,  if  he 
thinks  himself  still  aggrieved,  appeal  to  a  general  court-martial ;  but  if,  upoi 
a  second  hearins,  the  appeal  shiui  appear  to  be  vexatious  and  groundlesSi  the 
person  so  appealing,  shall  be  punishea  at  the  discretion  of  the  general  conit* 
martial. 

XV.  Whatsoever  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  shall  be  convicted,  at 
a  regimental  court-martial,  of  having  sold«  or  deugnedly,  or  tlirough  neglect, 
wasted  the  ammunition,  arms,  or  provisions,  or  other  military  stores,  delivered 
.out  to  him,  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  this  continent,  shall,  if  an  officer, 
be  reduced  to  a  private  sentinel;  and  if  a  private  soldier,  shall  suffer  sodi 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XVI.  All  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  who  shall  be  found  ooe 
mile  from  the  camp,  without  leave  in  writing  from  their  commanding  officer, 
shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  on  him  or  them  by  the  sentence 
of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XVli.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  lie  out  of  his  quarters  or  camp,  withoot 
leave  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  upon  penalty  of  beiog 
punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  order  of  a  regimental 
court-martial. 

XVlil.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  shall  retire  to  hisanaf* 
ters,  or  tent,  at.  the  beating  of  the  retreat;  in  default  of  which,  he  shall  be 
punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  order  of  the  commandiog 
officer. 

XIX.  No  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  shall  fail  of  repairing! 
at  the  time  fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade  or  exercise,  or  otlier  rende^yous  ap- 
pointed by  the  commanding  officer,  if  not  {>revented  by  sickness  or  some  other 
evident  necessity ;  or  shau  go  from  the  said  place  of  rendezvous,  or  from  htf 

§uard,  without  leave,  from  his  commanding  officer,  before  he  shall  be  regnlarlj 
ismissed  or  relievecl,  on  penalty  of  being  punished  according  to  tlie  nature « 
his  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XX.  Whatsoever  commissioncrl  officer  shall  be  found  drunk  on  his  gnani, 


party,  or  duty,  under  arms,  shall  be  cashiered  for  it;  any  non-commissioned 
officer  or  soldier  so  offending,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered 
by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court-martiaL 

XXI.  Whatsoever  sentinel  shall  be  found  sleeping  upon  his  post,  or  shall 
leave  it  before  he  shall  be  regularly  relieved,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as 
shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

XXII.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  who,  by  discharging 
of  fire  arms,  beating  of  drugfis,  or  by  any  other  means  whatsoever,  shall  occa- 
sion false  alarms,  in  camp  or  quarters,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be 
ordered  by^the  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 
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XXIIL  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shali,  without  ur^nt  necessity,  or  with- 
out leave  of  his  superior  officer,  quit  his  platoon  or  division,  shall  be  punished 
according  to  the  nature  of  his  ofience,  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court- 
martial. 

XXIV.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  violence,  or  offer  any  insult,  or  abuse, 
to  any  person  who  shall  bring  provisions,  or  other  necessaries,  to  the  camp  or 
quarters  of  the  continental  army ;  any  officer  or  soldier  so  offending,  shall, 
upon  complaint  being  made  to  the  commanding  officer,  suffer  such  punishment 
as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XXV.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  shamefully  abandon  any  post 
tommitted  to  his  chaige,  or  shall  speak  words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like, 
in  time  of  an  engagement,  shall  suffer  death  immediately. 

XXVI.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  continental  anny,  who  shall  make 
known  the  watch-word  to  any  person  who  is  not  entitled  to  receive  it,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war,  or  shall  presume  to  give  a  parole,  or 
watch-word,  different  from  what  he  received,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

XXVII.  Whosoever  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  shall  relieve  the 
enemy  with  monej,  victuals,  or  ammunition,  or  shall  knowingly  harbor  or 
protect  an  enemy,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  by  a  general  court-martial 
shall  be  ordered. 

XXVIII.  Whosoever  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  shall  be  convicted 
of  holding  correspondence  wi&,  or  of  giving  intelligence  to,  the  enemy,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  by  a  general  court- 
martial  shall  be  ordered. 

XXIX.  All  public  stores  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp  or  magazines,  whether 
of  artillery,  ammunition,  clothing,  or  provisions,  shall  be  secured  for  the  use 
of  the  Unit^  Colonies. 

XXX.  If  any  officer  or  soldier  shall  leave  his  post  or  colors,  in  time  of  an 
engagement,  to  so  in  search  pf  pinnder,  he  shall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof 
before  a  general  court-martial,  suffer  such  punishment  as  by  the  said  court- 
niartial  slutll  be  ordered. 

XXXI.  If  any  commander  of  any  post,  intrenchment,  or  fortress,  shall  be 
compelled,  by  the  officers  (Ar  soldiers  under  his  command,  to  eive  it  up  to  the 
enemj,  or  to  abandon  it,  the  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned  officers, 
or  soldiers,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  so  offended,  shall  suffer  death,  or 
Buch  other  punishment  as  may  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  sentence  of  a  ge- 
neral court-martial.  x 

XXXII.  All  suttlers  and  retailers  to  a  camp,  and  all  persons  whatsoever, 
serving  with  the  continental  army  in  the  field,  uiough  not  inlisted  soldiers,  are 
to  be  subject  to  the  articles,  rules,  and  regulations  of  the  continental  army. 

XXXI II.  No  general  court-martial  shall '  consist  of  a  less  number  than 
thirteen,  none  of  which  shall  be  under  the  degree  of  a  commissioned  officer ; 
and  the  president  shall  be  a  field  officer:  And  the  president  of  each  and  every 
court-martial,  whether  general  or  regimental,  shall  have  power  to  administer 
an  oath  to  every  witness,  in  order  to  the  trial  of  offenders.  And  the  members 
of  all  courts-martial  shall  be  duly  sworn  by  the  president ;  and  the  next  in  rank 
on  the  court-martial,  shall  administer  the  oath  to  the  president. 

XXXIV.  The  members,  both  of  general  and  regimental  courts-roartiaT, 
aliall,  when  belonging  to  different  corps,  take  the  same  rafk  which  they  hold 
in  the  army ;  but  when  courts-martial  shall  be  composed  of  officers  of  one 
corps,  they  shall  take  tlieir  ranks  according  to  their  commissions  by  which 
they  are  mustered  in  the  said  corps. 

XXXV.  All  the  members  of  .a  court-martial,  are  to  behave  with  calmness, 
decency,  and  impartiality  ;  and  in  giving  of  their  votes,  are  to  begi^  with 
the  youngest  or  lowest  in  commission. 
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XXXVI.  No  field  officer  shall  be  tried  by  any  person  under  the  d^ree  of  a 
captain  ;  nor  shall  any  proceedings  or  trials  be  carried  on»  excepting  betweea 
the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning,  and  three  in  the  aftemoo)i,  except  in  cases 
which  require  an  immediate  example. 

XXXYLI.  The  commissioned  officers  of  every  regiment  inay»  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  tlieir  colonel  or  commanding  officer,  hold  regimental  coorts-mardai 
for  the  enquiring  into  such  disputes  or  criminal  matters  as  may  come  befiore 
them,  and  for  the  inflicting  coiporeal  punishment,  for  small  offences,  and  shall 
g^ve  judgment  by  the  majority  of  voices;  but  no  sentence  shall  be  execnted 
'  till  the  commanding  officer  (not  being  a  member  of  the  court-martial)  shall 
have  confirmed  the  same. 

XXXVIII.  No  regimental  court-martial  shall,  consist  of  less  than  five  offi- 
cers, excepting  in  cases  where  that  number  cannot  be  conveniently  assembled, 
when  three  may  be  sufficient;  who  are  likewise  to  determine  upon  the 
sentence  by  the  majority  of  voices ;  which  sentence  is  to  be  confirms  by  the 
commanding  officer,  not  being  a  member  of  the  court*martial. 

XXXIX.  Every  officer,  commandingin  any  fort,  castle,  or  barrack,  or  else- 
where, where  the  corps  under  his  command  consists  ot  detachments  from  dif- 
ferent reg:iments  or  of  independent  companies,  may  assemble  courts-martiai 
for  the  trial  of  offenders  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  regimental,  whose 
sentence  is  not  to  be  executed  till  it  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  said  command- 
ing officer. 

XL.  No  person  whatsover  shall  use  menacing  words,  signs,  or  nstures  in 
the  presence  of  a  court-martial  then  sittint;,  or  shall  cause  any  disorder  or  riot, 
so  as  to  disturb  their  proceeding,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  said  coui-t-martiaU 

XLL  To  the  end  that  offenders  may  be  brought  to  justice;  whenever  any 
officer  or  soldier  shall  commit  a  crime  deserving  punishment,  he  shall,  by 
his  commanding  officer,  if  an  officer^  be  put  in  arrest ;  if  a  non-commiasioned 
officer  or  soldier,  be  imprisoned  till  he  shall  be  either  tried  by  a  court-martia), 
or  shall  be  lawfully  discharged  by  proper  authority. 

XLII.  No  officer^nr  soldier  who  shall  be  put  in  arrest,  or  imprisonment,  shall 
continue  in  his  confinement  more  than  eight  days,  or  till  such  time  as  a  court- 
martial  can  be  conveniently  assembled. 

XLII  I.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provost-marshal,  shall  refuse  to 
receive  or  keep  any  prisoner  committed  to  his  charge,  by  an  officer  belonging  tir 
the  continental  forces  ;  which  officer  shall  at  tiie  same  time  deliver  nn  nccouot 
in  writing,  signed  by  himself,  of  the  crime  with  which  the  said  prisoner  u 
chamd. 

XLIV.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provost-marshal,  shall  presume 
to  release  any  prisoner  committed  to  his  charge,  without  proper  authority  for 
so  doing ;  nor  shall  he  suffer  any  prisoner  to  escape,  on  the  penalty  of  being  pun- 
ished for  it,  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  Cburt-martial. 

XLV.  Every  officer  or  provost-marshal,  to  whose  charge  prisonera  shall  be 
committed,  is  hereby  required,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  such  commit- 
ment, or  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  relieved  firom'^his  guard,  to  give  in  writing  to 
the  colonel  of  the  regiment  to  whom  the  prisoner  belongs  (where  the  prisoner 
is  confined  upon  the  guard  belonging  to  the  said  regiment,  and  that  his  offence 
only  relates  to  the  neglectof  duty  in  hisown  corps)  or  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
their  names,  their  crimes,  and  the  names  of  the  officers  who  committed  them, 
on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  tor  his  disobedience  or  neglect,  at  the  discretion 
of  a  general  court-martial.  ^^ 

XLVI.  And  if  any  officer  under  arrest  shall  leave  his  confinement  before 
he  is  set  at  liberty  by  the  officer  who  confined  him,  or  by  a  superior  power, 
he  shall  be  cashiered  for  it. 

XLVIl.  Whatsoever  commissioned  officer  shall  be  convicted  before  n  gen* 
•eral  court-martial,  of  behaving  in  a  scandalous,  infamous  manner,  such  as  is 
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unbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  shall  be  discharged 
from  the  Bervice. 

XLVIII.  All  officere,  conductors,  gunners,  matrosses,  drivers,  or  any  other 
persons  whatsoever,  receiving  pay  or  hire,  in  the  service  of  the  continental  artil- 
lery, hall  be  governed  by  the  aloresaid  rules  and  articles,  and  shall  be  subject  to 
be  tried  by  courts-martial,  in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
continental  troops. 

XLIX.  For  differences  arising  amongst  themselves,  or  in  matters  relating 
solely  to  their  own  corps,  the  courts-martial  may  be  composed  of  their  own 
officers ;  but  where  a  number  sufficient  of  such  officers  cannot  be  assembled, 
or  in  matters  wherein  other  corps  are  interested,  the  officers  of  artillery  shall 
sit  in  coarts-martial,  with  the  officers  of  the  other  corps. 

L.  All  crimes,  not  capital,  and  all  disorders  and  neglects,which  officers  and 
soldiers  may  be  ^Ity  ot,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  discipline, 
though  not  mentioned  in  the  articles  of  war,  are  to  be  taken  cognizance  of  by 
a  general  or  regimental  court-martial,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  tli^ 
omnct,  and  be  punished  at  their  discretion. 

LI.  That  no  persons  shall  be  sentenced  by  a  court-martial  to  suffer  death, 
except  in  the  cases  expressly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles  ;  nor  shall 
any  punishment  be  indicted  at  the  discretion  of  a  court-martial,  other  than  de- 
grading,  cashiering,  drumming  out  of  the  army,  whipping  not  exceeding 
thirty-nine  lashes,  fine  not  exceeding  two  months  pay  of  tne  offender,  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  one  month. 

LII.  The  field  officers  of  each  and  every  re^ment  are  to  appoint  some 
suitable  person  belonging  to  such  regiment,  to  receive  all  such  fines  as  may  arise 
within  the  same,  for  any  breach  of  any  of  the  Toresroing  articles,  and  shall  di- 
rect die  same  to  be  carefully  and  properly  applied  to  the  relief  of  such  sick, 
wounded,  or  necessitous  soldiers  as  belong  to  such  regiment ;  and  such  person 
shall  account  with  such  officer  for  all  fines  received,  and  the  application 
thereof. 

LIII.  All  members  sitting  in  courts -martial  shall  be  sworn  by  the  president 
of  said  courts,  which  president  shall  himself  be  sworn  by  the  officer  in  said 
court  next  in  rank  t — ^The  oath  to  be  administered  previous  to  tKeir  proceeding 
to  the  trial  of  any  offender,  in  form  following,  viz. 

"  You  A.  B.  swear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  trr,  and  impartially  deter- 
mine the  cause  of  the  prisoner  now  to  be  tried,  acconfing  to  the  rules  for  regu- 
lating the  continental  army.    So  help  you  God." 

LlV.  All  persons  called  to  give  evidence,  in  any  case,  before  a  court-martial, 
who  shall  r^use  to  give  evidence,  shall  be  punished  for  such  refusal  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  such  court-martial  :-*The  oath  to  be  administered  in  the  following 
form,  viz. 

**  You  swear  the  evidence  you  shall  ffive  in  the  case  now  in  hearing,  shall  be 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.    So  help  you  God." 

IjV.  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  shall,  upon 
notice  given  to  him  by  the  commissary  of  the  musters,  or  from  one  of  his  de- 
puties, assemble  the  reeiment,  troop,  or  company  under  his  command,  in  the 
next  convemeBt  place <or  their  being  mustered. 

IfVL  Every  colonel  or  otherfield  officer,  or  officer  commanding  any  corps,  to 
which  there  is  no  field  officer,  and  actually  residing  with  it,  may  dve  furloughs 
to  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers;  in  such  numbers,  and  for  so  long  a 
time,  as  he  shall  judse  to  be  most  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  service;  but 
no  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall,  by  leave  of  his  captain,  or  inferior 
officer,  commanding  the  troop  or  company  (his  field  officer  not  being  present) 
be  absent  above  twenty  days  in  six  months,  nor  shall  more  than  two  private 
men  be  absent  at  the  same  time  from  their  troop  or  compiiny,  excepting- some 
extraordinary  occasion  should  require  it,  of  wnich  occasion  the  field  officer 
present  with,  and  commanding  the  regiment  or  independent  corp9,  is  to  be  judge. 
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LVll.  At  every  muster  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment,  troop,  or 
company,  then  present,  shall  give  to  the  commissary  of  musters  certificates 
signed  by  himself,  signifying  how  long  such  officers,  non-commissioned  officen, 
and  soldiers,  who  shall  not  appear  at  the  said  muster,  have  been  absent,  and 
the  reason  of  their  absence ;  which  reasons,  and  the  tjme  of  absence,  shall  be 
inserted  in  the  muster-rolls,  opposite  to  the  respective  names  of  such  absentees: 
The  said  certificates  shall,  together  with  the  muster-rolls,  be  by  the  said  com- 
missarv  transmitted  to  the  general,  and  to  this  or  any  future  Congress  of  the 
Unitedi  Colonies,  or  committee  appointed  thereby,  within  twenty  da^  next  after 
such  muster  being  taken ;  on  failure  whereof,  the  conunissary  so  oTOndiog  shtll 
be  discharged  from  the  service. 

LVIII.  Everv  officer  who  shall  be  convicted  before  a  general  court-martiil 
of  having  signed  a  false  certificate,  relating  to  the  absence  of  either  officers, 
non-commissioned  officer,  or  private  soldier,  shall  be  cashiered. 

LIX.  Every  officer,  who  sliall  knowingly  make  a  false  muster  of  nuD  « 
horse,  and  every  officer  or  commissary  who  shall  willingly  sign,  direct,  or 
allow  the  signing  of  the  muster-rolls,  wherein  such  false  muster  is  contained, 
shall,  upon  proofmade  thereof,  by  two  witnesses,  before  a  general  court-  mar- 
tial, be  cashiered,  and  moreover  forfeit  all  such  pay  as  may  be  due  to  him  at  the 
time  of  conviction  for  such  offence. 

LX.  Any  commissary  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  taken  any  ^ft  or 
gratuity  on  the  mustering  any  regiment,  troop  or  company,  or  on  the  sigoiog 
tiie  muster-rolls,  shall  be  displaced  from  his  office,  and  rorfeit  his  pay,  as  in 
the  preceding  article. 

LXI.  Any  officer  who  shall  presume  to  muster  any  person  as  a  soldier,  viio 
is  at  other  times  accustomed  to  wear  a  livery,  or  who  does  not  actually  do  b 
dutv  as  a  soldier,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  oi  having  made  a  false  muster,  aod 
shall  suffer  accordingly. 

LXII.  Every  officer  who  shall  knowingly  make  a  false  return  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  American  forces,  or  to  any  his  superior  officer,  autho- 
rized to  call  for  such  returns,  of  the  state  of  the  regiment,  troop,  independent 
company,  or  garrison  under  his  command,  or  of  arms,  ammunition,  clothing) 
or  other  stores  thereunto  belonnng,  shall,  by  a  court-martial,  be  cashiered. 

LXII  I.  The  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment,  troop,  independent 
company,  or  garrison,  in  the  service  aforesaid,  shall,  in  the  beginning  of  ereij 
month,  remit  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  said  forces,  an  exact  return  of 
the  state  of  the  regiment,  troop,  independent  company,  or  garrison  under  his 
command,  specifying  the  names  of  the  officers  not  uien  residing  at  their  ^% 
and  the  reason  for,  and  tlie  time  of  their  absence :  whoever  shall  be  convicted 
of  having,  through  neglect  or  design,  omitted  the  sending  such  returns,  shall 
be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  crime,  by  the  judgment  of  a  general 
court-martial. 

LXIV.  No  suttler  shall  be  permitted  to  sell  any  kind  of  liquors  or  victual 
or  to  keep  their  houses  or  shops  open,  for  the  entertainment  of  soldiers,  after  nine 
at  ni^t,  or  before  tlie  beatii^:  ot  the  reveilles,  or  upon  Sundays,  during  divine 
service  or  sermon,  on  the  penalty  of  being  dismist^ed  from  all  future  sutUing. 

LXV .  All  officers  commanding  in  the  camp,  or  in  any  forts,  barracks,  or  gar- 
risons, are  hereby  required  to  see  that  the  persons  permitted  to  suttle  shall 
supply  the  soldiers  with  good  and  wholesome  provisions  at  a  reasonable  price, 
as  tney  shall  be  answerable  for  their  neglect. 

LXVl.  No  officers  commanding  in  any  camp,  garrisons,  forts,  or  barracbi 
shall  either  themselves  exact  exorbitant  prices  for  houses  or  stalls  let  out  to 
suttlers,  or  shall  connive  at  the  like  exactions  in  others,  nor  lay  any  dutj  or 
impositions  upon,  or  be  interested  in  the  sale  of  such  victuals,  liquors,  or  other 
necessaries  or  life,  which  are  brought  into  the  camp,  garrison,  fort  or  barracks, 
for  the  use  of  the  soldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being  discharged  from  the  service. 
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LXYII.  That  the  general,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  shall 
have  full  power  of  paraoning»  or  mitigating  any  of  the  punishments  ordered  to 
be  inflicted,  for  any  of  the  offences  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles ;  and 
every  offender,  conVicted  as  aforesaid,  by  any  regimental  courtrmartial,  may 
be  pardoned,  or  have  his  punishment  mitigated  by  the  colonel  or  oflBicer  com- 
manding the  rmment. ' 

LXVlII.  When  any  commissioned  officer  shall  happen  to  die,  or  be  killed 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  the  major  of  the  regiment,  or  the  officer 
doing  the  major's  duty  in  his  absence,  shall  immediately  secure  all  his  effects 
or  equipage,  then  in  camp  or  quarters;  and  shall,  before  the  next  regimental 
court-martial,  make  an  inventory  thereof,  and  fol-thwith  transmit  to  tne  office 
of  the  secret^uy  of  the  Congress,  or  assembly  of  the  province  in  which  the  corps 
is  stationed  or  shall  happen  to  be  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  such  officer ;  to 
the  end  that  his  executors  may,^  after  payment  of  his  debts  in  quarters,  and 
interment,  receive  the  overplus,  if  any  be,  to-his  or  their  use. 

LXIX.  When  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  soldier,  shall  happen 
to  die.  Of  be  killed  iitthe  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  the  then  commanding 
officer  of  the  troop  or  company,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  two  other  commis- 
sioned officers,  take  an  account  of  whatever  effects  he  dies  possessed  of,  and 
transmit  the  same,  as  in  the  case  above  provided  for,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  secured  for,  and  paid  to  their  respective  representatives.* 

♦IN  CONGRESS,  JWvMidtfr  r,  1775. . 

Reaohed,  That  the  fioUowing  additions  and  alteralions  or  amendments,  be  made  in  the 
SY7U8  and  aiavLATiovs  of  the  continental  arniy. 

1.  AH  persons  convicted  of  holding  a  treaCTerous  correspondence  with,  or  giving  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemy,  shall  suffer  deaSi,  or  such  other  punisoment  as  a  general  coort-nuutial 
sbaU  think  proper 

3.  AU  commissioned  officers  found  guilty  by  a  general  oouit-martSal  of  any  fraud  or  eni- 
bezzlement,  shaU  forfeit  all  his  pay,  be  ip^o  facto  cashiered,  and  deemed  uxmt  for  fiuther 
service  as  an  officer. 

S.  AU  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers;  convicted  before  a  regimental  court-martial 
of  stealine,  embezzling  or  destroying^  ammunition,  provision,  tools,  or  any  thing  belonging 
to  the  puolic  stores,  ifa  non-commisaioned  officet^  to  be  reduced  to  the  ruiks,  and  puni3iea 
with  whipping,  not  less  than  fifteen,  nor  more  than  thirty-nine  lashes,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court-martial;  ifa  private  soldier  with  the  same  corporeal  punishment 

4.  In  all  cases  where  a  commissioned  officer  is  cashiered  for  cowardice  or  fhuid,  it  be 
added  in  the  punishment,  that  the  crime,  name,  place  of  abode,  and  punishment  of  the 
delinquent  be  published  in  the  newspapers,  in  andabout  thp  camp,  and  of  that  colony  from 
which  the  offender  came,  or  usually  resides :  after  which  it  shaU  he  deemed  scandalous  in 
any  officer  to  associate  with  him. 

5.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  be^pn,  exdte,  cause,  or  join  in  any  mutiny  or  sedition 
in  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  regiment,  troop,  or 
company  of  the  contmcntal  forces,  either  by  land  or  sea,  or  in  any  party,  post,  detachment 
or  g^uara,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  ahul  suffer  death,  or  such  other  pumshment,  as  a 
g>eneial  court-martial  shall  direct. 

6.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  desert  to  the  enemy,  and  aflerwaids  be  taken,  ahall 
sufTer  death,  or  such  other  punishment,  as  a  R^eneral  court-martial  shall  direct. 

7.  Whatsoever  commissianed  officer  shalibe  found  drunk  on  his  guard,  party,  or  other 
duty  under  anns,  shall  be  cashiered  and  drummed  out  of  the  army  with  innmy ;  any  non- 
commissioned officer  or  soldier,  so  offending,  shalibe  sentenced  to  be  ^hipt,  not  less  than 
twen^,  nor  more  than  thirty-nine  lashes,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence. 

8.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier,  placed  as  a  sentinel,  shall  be  found  sleeping  upon  his 
posty  or  shaU  leave  it  before  he  shall  be  regularly  relieved,  if  a  commissioned  omcer,  shaU 
be  cashiered,*and  drummed  out  of  the  army  with  infamy ;  if  a  non-commisnoned  pfficer  or 
aoklier,  shaU  be  sentenced  to  be  whipt,  not  less  than  twenty,  nor  more  than  thiily-iiine 
lashes,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence: 

9.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  lie  out  of  his  quarters  or  camp,  without  leare  from  the  com- 
inandinf  officer  of  the  regiment,  upon  penal^,  if  an  officer,  of  bein^  mulcted  one  month's  pay" 
for  the  ntst  offence,  and  cashiered  for  the  second ;  tf  a  non-conunissloned  officer  or  sokuer, 
of  being  confined  seven  days  on  bread  and  water  for  the  first  offence ;  and  the  same,  puniirti- 
sicnt  and  a  forfeiture  of  a  week's  pav  for  the  second. 
Vol.  I.  '  IS 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Gushing  and  Mr.  Hewc^jbe^a  coimnitlee  to 
revise  them  for  the  press,  and  to  get  them  printed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  readme  itadf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  the  trade  of  ibtwt  colonies. 

A  number  of  letters  and  speeches  from  the  Stockbridge  Indians  were  laid 
before  the  Congress  and  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  Indian  aSairs,  do  prepare  proper  talks  to 
the  several  tribes  of  Indians,  for  engaging  the  continuance  of  tneir  friendship 
to  us,  and  neutrality  in  our  present  unhappy  dispute  with  Great-Britain. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'cIock. 

SATURDAY,  Jtdy  1, 1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  in  case  any  a^nt  of  the  ministry^  shall 
induce  the  Indian  tribes,  or  any  of  them,  to  commit  actual  hostilities  ag;ainst 
these  colonies,  or  to  enter  into  «n  offensive  alliance  with  the  British  trom, 
thereupon  the  colonies  ousht  to  avail  themselves  of  an  alliance  with  such  In- 
dian nations  as  will  enter  into  the  same,  to  oppose  such  British  troops  And  their 
Indian  allies. 

Letters  being  received  by  express  from  general  Schuyler,  which  required 
an  immediate  answer,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  after  due  delibermtioa, 
an  answer  was  returned. 

10.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  misbehave  himself  hefone  the  enemy,  or  shamefol^ 
abandon  anypost  committed  to  his  charge,  or  shall  speak  Jwords  inducing-  othezs  to  do  the 
like,  shall  suiter  death. 

11.  All  public  stores  taken  in  the  enemy'-s  camp  or  magazines,  whether  of  artiliefy,  am- 
monition,  clothing,  or  provisions,  shall  be  secured  for  the  use  of  the  United  Cotoniea :  sod 
all  commisaioned  officers,  found  guilty,  by  general  couit-mattia},  of  embezz£ngthe  same,  or 
any  of  them,  shall  forfeit  all  his  pay,  be  ipw  facto  cashiered,  and  deemed  Umit  for  fiulber 
service  as  an  officer.  And  all  noivcommissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  convicted  before  % 
regimental  court-martial  cif  stealing  or  embezzling  the  same,  if  a  non-commisaoned  officer, 
shall  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  punished  with  whipping,  not  less  than  fifteen,  nor  mofc 
than  thirty-nine  lashes,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court-martial ;  if  a  private  soldier,  with  the 
same  punishment. 

12.  If  anv  officer  or  soldier,  shall  leave  his  post  or  colours,  in  time  of  an  engagement,  (o 
go  in  search  of  plunder,  he  shall,  if  a  commisffloned  officer,  be  cashiered,  and  <miinmcd  oot 
of  the  army  with  infamy,  and  forfeit  all  share  of  plunder ;  if  a  non-commiasioned  offi^cer  <s 
soldier,  be  whipped,  not  less  than  twenty,  nor  more  than  thirty-nine  lashes,  accon^g  to  the 
nature  of  the  offence,  and  forfeit  aU  share  of <he  plunder  taken  from  the  enemy. 

13.  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  shall,  upon  notice  gircn 
to  him  by  thit  commiasaiy  of  the  musters,  or  iirom  One  of  )us  deputies,  assemble  the  regiment, 
troop,  or  company  under  his  command,  in  the  next  convenient  place  for  their  being  mustered, 
on  penalty  or  his  being  cashiered,  and  mulcted  of  his  pay. 

14.  At  every  master,  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment,  troop  or  company  their 
present,  shall  give  to  tlie  commisaarjr  of  musters,  certificates  signed  by  himself,  signifHin^ 
sow  long  such  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  who  shall  not  appear  at  tbf 
said  muster,  have  been  absent,  and  the  reason  of  their  absence,  wjiich  reasons  and  the  tiis^ 
of  absence,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  muster  rolls,  opposite  the  names  of  such  absentees :  ini 
the  surgeons  or  their  mates,  shall  at  the  same  time  give  to  the  commissary  of  nmsters  a 
certificate  signed  by  them,  agmfying  the  state  of  health  or  sickness  of  those  under  their  care, 
and  the  said  certificate  shall,  togetiber  with  tiie  muster  rolls,  be  by  the  said  conmiissanr  trao^ 
mitted  to  the  geoeral,  and  to  thia  or  any,  future  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  conrnot- 
tee  appointed  thereby,  within  twenty  days  next  after  such  muster  bein^  taken,  on  fidlurr 
whereof,  the  camnussary  ao  offisnc^ng,  shall  be  discharged  fi^m  the  service. 

15.  Eveiy  officer  who  shall  be  convicted  before  a  general  court-martial,  of  having  angnc^ 
a  false  certificate  relating  to  the  absence  of  eitiier  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  pri- 
vate soldier ;  and  every  surgeon  or  mate,  convicted  of  signing  a  false  certificate,  ir^lattng  to 
the  health  or  sickness  of  those  under  his  care,  shall  be  casitiered. 

16.  AH  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  wilfiilfy,  or  through  negligence,  disobey  any  general 
or  apecial  orders,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  re^mental  court-martial,  where 
the  offence  is  ag^nst  a  regimental  order,  and  at  the  discretion  of  a  general  cotirt-mar^< 
where  the  ofience  is  against  an  order  given  fiiom  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commancHu.? 
officer  of  any  detachment  or  post,  and  audi  gencnd  courtHnartial  can  be  ha4* 
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On  motion  made,  lUsolved^  Thatl  lieutenant  Patrick  Moncrief  have  liberty 
to  retam  to  Eo^and,  on  giving  his  parole  of  honor,  that  he  will  not  act 
against  the  Americans  in  the  present  controversy  between  Great-Britain  and 
tliese  colonies. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  July  3, 1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  . 

Sundry  letters  being  laid  before  the  Congress,  were  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  onler  of  the  dav,  the  Coneress  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  consider  the  trade  or  these  colonies,  and  after  some 
time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  a  resolution 
th^  had  come  to. 

The  resolution  of  the  committee  being  read,  was,  at  the  desire  of  the  colony 
of  South-Carolina,  referred  for  farther  consideration  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

TUESDAY,  July  4, 1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  resumed  and  dd>ated,  wad 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

Baolved,  That  the  two  acts  passed  in  the  first  session  of  the  present  par- 
liament, the' one,  intituled  "  An  act  to  restrain  the  trade  and  commerce  ot  the 
province  of  Massachusetts-Bay  and  New-Hampshire,  and  the  colonies  of  Con- 
necticut and  RhodeJsland  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  North- America,  to 
-Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  islands  in  the  West-Indies;  and  to 
prohibit  such  provinces  and  colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fishery  on  tiie  banks 
of  Newfoundland  or  other  places  therein  mentioned,  under  certain  conditions 
and  limitations:'^  The  omer,  intituled  *<  An  act  to  restrain  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  colonies  of  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  fiouth-Carolina,  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britisn  islands  in  the 
West-Indies,  under  certain  conditions  and  limitations,''  are  unconstitutional, 
oppressive,  and  cruel ;  and  that  the  commercial  opposition  of  these  colonies, 
to  certain  acts  enumerated  in  the  association  of  the  last  Congress,  ought  to  be 
made  against  these,  until  they  are  repealed. 

Ordtredy  That  the  above  be  immediately  published. 

The  petition  to  the  king  being  again  read,  after  some  debate,  the  further  con- 
aideration  of  it  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Adjoamed  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  5, 1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Several  letters  were  laid  before  .the  Congress  and  read. 

It  appearing  that  governor  Philip  Skene  and  Mr.  Lundy  have  designs  inimi- 
cal to  America : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  delegates  of  the  colony  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  have  the  order  of  Congress  of  the  £7th  of  June  last,  respecting 
the  sending  governor  Skene  to  Connecticut,  immediately  parried  into  execu- 
tion. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Lundy  be  sent  under  guard  along  with  ^vemor  Skene 
to  Connecticut,  there  to  be  confined  in  the  same  manner  as  is  ordered  with 
respect  to  governor  Skene. 

tUsolv^al  That  such  provision  be  made  for  the  support  of  governor  Skene 
and  Mr.  Lundy,  as  governor  Trumbull  shall  think  proper,  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Ordered^  That  the  president  write  to  governor  Trumbull  on  this  subject, 
and  enclose  him  the  above  order  and  resolves. 
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The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition  to  ike 
and  the  same  being  debated  bj  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

THl/RSDAY,  JuZy  6,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Confess  took  into  consideration  'the  address  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Great-Britain,  and  after  some  debate,  the  same  was  recommitted. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  declaration  was  re-committed,  brought  in  die 
same,  which  being  again  read,  and  debated  by  paragri^phs»  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

A  declaration  by  the  Re[>re8eQt*tti¥et  oT  the  United  Coloniet  of  Nortfa-Ameriea,  now  met  m  Coa^gnm 
at  Philadelplua,  setting  forlh  the  catiaes  and  neoesnty  of  their  taking  np  arms. 

If  it  was  possible  for  men,  who  exercise  their  reason,  to  believe,  that  the 
divine  Author  of  our  existence  intended  a  part  of  the  human  race  to  hold  an 
absolute  property  in,  and  an  unbounded  power  over  odiers,  marked  oat 
bj  his  infinite  goodness  and  wisdom,  as  the  objects  of  a  le^l  domination  never 
nshtfirily  resistible,  however  severe  and  oppressive,  the  inhabitants  of  these 
colonies  might  at  least  require  from  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  some 
evidence,  that  this  dreadful  authority  over  tnem,ha8  been  ^pimted  to  that  bodj. 
But  a  reverence  for  our  great  Creator,  principles  of  humanity,  and  the  dictatei 
of  common  sense,  must  convince  all  those  who  reflect  upon  the  euUect,  diat 
government  was  instituted  to  promote  the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  ooght  to 
be  administered  for  the  attainment  of  that  end.  The  legislature  of  Great- 
Britain,  however,  stimulated  by  an  inordinate  passion  for  a  power,  not  only  un- 
justifiable, but  which  they  know  to  be  peculiar^  reprobated  by  the  very  consti- 
tution of  that  kingdom,  and  desperate  of  success  in  any  mode  of  contest,  when 
regard  should  be  had  to  truth,  law,  or  ri^t,  have  at  length,  deserting  those, 
attempted  to  effect  their  cruel  and  impolitic  purpose  of  enslaving  these  colo- 
nies by  violence,  and  have  thereby  rendered  it  necessary  for  us  to  close  witk 
their  last  appeal  from  reason  to  acms^ — Yet,  however  blinded  that  assembly 
mav  be,  b^  tneir  intemperate  rage  for  unlimited  domination,  so  to  slight  jastice 
and  the  opinion  of  mankind,  we  esteem  ourselves  bound,  by  obligations  of  respect 
to  the  rest  of  the  world,  to  make  known  the  justice  of  our  cause* 

Our  forefathers,  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  .Great-Britain,  left  their  native 
land,  to  seek  on  these  shores  a  residence  for  civil  and  religious  freedom.  At 
the  expense  of  their  blood,  at  the  hazard  of  their  fortunes,  without  the  least 
charge  to  the  country  from  which  they  removed,  by  unceasing  labour,  and  an 
unconquerable  spirit,  they  effected  settlements  in  tne  distant  and  inhospitable 
wilds  of  America,  then  filled  witii  numerous  and  warlike  nations  of  barbarians. 
Societies  or  governments,  vested  with  perfect  legislatures,  were  formed  under 
charters  from  tlie  crown,  and  an  harmonious  intercourse  was  established  be* 
tween  the  colonies  and  the  kingdom  from  which  they  derived  their  origin.  The 
mutual  benefits  of  this  union  Secame  in  a  short  time  so  extraordinary,'  as  ts 
excite  astonishment.  It  is  universally  confessed,  that  the  amazing  increase  of 
the  wealth,  strength,  and  navigation  of  the  realm,  arose  from  this  source ;  and 
the  minister,  who  so  wisely  and  successfully  directed  the  measures  of  Great- 
Britain  in  the  late  war,  publicly  declared,  that  these  colonies  enabled  her  to 
triumph  over  her  enemies^ — ^l*owards  the  conclusion  of  that  war,  it  pleased 
our  sovereign  to  make  a  change  in  his  counsels.-^From  that  fatal  moment,  the 
affairs  of  the  British  empire  l^gan  to  fall  into  confusion,  and  gradually  sliding 
from  the  summit  of  glorious  prosperity,  to  which  they  had  been  advanced  by  the 
virtues  and  abilities  of  .one  man,  are  at  length  distracted  by  the  convulsions, 
that  now  shake  it  to  its  deepest  foundations.  The  new  ministry  finding  the 
brave  foes  of  Britain,  though  frequently  defeated,  yet  still  contendine,  took  up 
the  unfortunate  idea  of  granting;, them  a  hasty  peace^  and  of  then  sulrauii^  her 
faithful  friends. 
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These  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  such  a  state,  as  to  present 
yictories  without  bloodshed,  and  all  the  easy  emoluments  of  statuteable  plan* 
der^ — ^The  uninterrupted  tenor  of  their  peaceable  and  respectful  behaviour 
from  die  beginning  of  colonization*  their  dutiful,  zealous,  and  useful  services 
during;  the  war,  tEooj|;h  so  recently  and  amply  acknowledged  in  the  most  ho- 
norable manner  by  his  majesty,  by  the  late  Linfc  and  by  parliament,  could  not 
fl4^ve  them  from  the  meditated  mnovation8.^-^arl]ament  was  influenced  to 
adopt  the  pernicious  project,  and  assuming  a  new  power  over  them,  have,  in  the 
course  of  eleven  years,  given  such  decisive  specimens  of  the  spirit  and  conse- 
quences attending  this  power,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  concerning  the  effects  of 
acquiescence  under  it.  They  have  undertaken  to  eive  and  grant  our  money 
.without  our  consent,  though  we  have  ever  exercised  an  exclusive  right  to  dis- 
pose  of  our  own  propert]^ ;  statutes  have  been  passed  foe  extending  the  juris- 
diction of  courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-admirafty  beyond  their  ancient  limits ; 
for  depriving  us  of  the  accustomed  and  inestimable  privilege  of  trial  by  jury, 
in  cases  affecting  both  life  and  property;  for  suspending  the  legislature  of  one 
of  the  colonies;  for  interdicting  all  commerce  to  the  capital  of  another;  and 
for  altering  fundamentally  the  form  of  government  estabiiriied  by  charter,  and 
secured  by  acts  df  its  own  legislature  solemnly  confirmed  by  tne  crown ;  for 
exempting  the  '*  murderers"  of  colonists  from  le^  trial,  and  in  effect,  from 
punishment;  far  erecting  in  a  neighboring  province,  acquired  by  the  joint 
arms  of  Great-Britun  and  America,  a  despotism^  dangerous  to  our  very  exist- 
ence; and  for  quartering  soldiers  upon  the  colonists  in  time  of  profound 
peace.  It  has  also  been  resolved  in  parliament,  that  colonists  chared  with 
comntttting  certain  offences,  shall  be  transported  to  England  to  be  tned. 

But  why  should  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  detau  ?  By  one  statute  it  is 
declared,  that  parliament  can  '^of  ri^t  make  laws  to  bind  us  in  all  cases  what- 
soever." What  is  to  defend  us  against  so  enormous,  'So  unlimited  a  power? 
Not  a  single  man  of  those  who  assume  it,  is  chosen  by  us ;  or  is  subject  to  our 
controul  or  influence ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  all  of  them  exempt  from 
the  operation  of  such  laws,  and  an  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  from  the 
ostensible  purposes  for  which  it  is  raised,  would  actually  lighten  their  own 
burdens  in  proportion  as  they  increase  burs.  We  saw  the  misery  to  which 
such  despotism  would  reduce  us.  We  for  ten  years  incessantly  and  ineffect- 
ually besieged  the  throne  as  supplicants;  we  rea8oned,>  we  remonstrated  with 
parliament,  in  the  most  mild  ana  decent  language. 

Administration,  sensible  that  we  should  re^jara  these  oppresuve  measures  as 
freemen  ought  to  do,  sent  over  fleets  and  armies  to  enforce  them.  The  indie- 
nation  of  the  Americans  was  roused,  it  is  true ;  but  it  was  the  indignation  oia 
yirtuouB,  loyal,  and  affectionate  people.  A  Congress  of  delegates  from  the 
United  Colonies  was  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  last  Sep- 
iember.  We  resolved  again  to  offer  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  tne 
king^  and  also  addressed  our  fellow-subjects  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  pur- 
*  sued  every  temperate,  every  respectful  measure ;  we  have  even  proceeded  to 
break  off  our  commercial  intercourse  with  our  fellow-subjects,  as  the  last 
peaceable  admonition,  that  our  attachment  to  no  nation  upon  earth  should  sup- 
plant our  attachment  to  liberty <— This,  we  flattered  ourselves,  was  the  ultimate 
step  of  the  controversy :  but  subsequent  events  have  shewn,  how  vain  was  this 
hope  of  finding  moderation  in  our  enemies. 

several  threatening  expressions  asainst  the  colonies  were  inserted  in  his 
majesty's  speech ;  our  petition,  though  we  were  told  it  was  a  decent  one,  and 
that  his  mmesty  had  been  pleased  to  receive  it  graciously,  and  to  promise  laying 
it  before  bis  pariiament,  was  huddled  into  both  houses  among  a  bundle  of 
American  papers,  and  there  neglected.  The  lords  and  commons  in  their  ad- 
dress, in  the  month' of  February,  said,  that  <<a  rebellion  at  that  time  actually 
existed  within  the  province  of  MassachusettsJiML^i^and  that  those  concerned 
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in  it,  had  beea  countenai^ced  and  encouraged  by  snlawfal  combinatioBS  and 
ei^agements,  entered  into  bj  his  majegty's  gubjecta  in  sereral  of  the  other  co- 
lonieg ;  and  therefore  thej  besought  nis  majesty,  ttiat  he  would  take  the  moat 
eiectual  measurea  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  anthoritj  of  the 
Bapreme  legislature."— Soon  after,  the  commercial  intercourse  of  whole  cob^ 
nies,  with  foreign  countries,  and  with  each  other,  was  cat  off  bjan  aetef 
parliament ;  by  another,  several  of  them  were  entirely  prohibited  from  the 
fisheries  in  tlie  seas  near  their  coasts,  on  which  they  always  depended  for  their 
sustenance ;  and  large  reinforcements  of  ships  and  troops  were  imnaediately 
sent  over  to  general  Gi^e. 

Fruitless  were  all  the  entreaties,  arguments,  and  eloquence  of  an  illustrioas 
band  of  the  most  distinguished  peers,  and  commoners,  who  nobly  and  stren- 
uously asserted  the  Justice  of  our  cause,  to  stay,  or  even  to  mitigate  the  lieed- 
less  tury  with  which  these  accumulated  and  unexampled  outrages  were  hurried 
on. — Equally  fruitless  was  the  interference  of  the  city  of  London,  of  Briatoli 
and  many  other  respectable  towns  in  our  favor.  Paniament  adopted  an  insi- 
dious manoeuvre  calculated  to  divide  us,  to  establish  a  perpetual  aitctkm  of 
taxations  wliere  colony  siiould  bid  against  colony,  ail  of  them  uninformed  virhat 
ransom  would  redeem  their  lives ;  and  thus  to  extort  from  us,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  the  uni^nown  sums  that  should  be  sufficient  to  gratify,  if  possible 
to  gratify,  ministerial  rapacity,  with  the  miserable  indulgente  left  to  us  of 
raising,  in  our  own  mode,  the  prescribed  tribute.  What  terms  more  rigid  and 
humiliatin;^  could  have  been  dictated  by  remorseless  victors  to  conquered 
enemies  ?  In  our  circumstances  to  accept  them,  would  be  to  deserve  them. 

Soon  after  intelligence  of  these  procieedings  arrived  on  this  continent,  gen* 
oral  Gage,  who  in  the  course  of  the  last  year  had  taken  possession  of  the  town 
of  Boston,  in'  tlie  province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  still  occupied  it  as  a 
garrison,  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  sent  out  from  that  place  a  large  detach- 
ment of  his  army,  who  made  an  unprovoked  assault  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
province,  at  the  town  of  Lexington,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  a  great 
number  of  persona,  some  of  whom  were  officers  and  soldiers  of  that  detachment, 
murdered  eight)  ot  the  inhabitants,  and  wounded  many  others.  From  thence 
the  troops  proceeded  in  warlike  array  to  the  town  of  Concord,  where  they  set 
upon  another  party  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  province,  killing  several  and 
wounding  more,  until  compelled  to  retreat)  by  the  country  people  suddenly 
assembled  to  repel  this  cruel  aggression.  Hostilities,  thus  commenced  by  the 
British  troops,  have  been  since  prosecuted  by  them  without  r^ard  to  faith  or 
reputation. — The  inhabitants  of  Boston  being  confined  within  mat  town  by  the 
general  their  governor,  and  having,  in  order  to  procure  their  dismission,  entered 
into  a  treaty^  with  him,  it  was  stipulated  that  the  said  inhaUtants  having  de- 
posited their  arms  with  their  own  magistrates,  should  have  liberty  to  depart, 
taking  with  them  their  other  effects.  They  accordingly  delivered  up  their  arms^ 
but  in  open  violation  of  honor,  in  defiance  of  the  obligation  of  treaties,  which 
even  sava^  nations  esteemed  sacred,  the  governor  ordered  the  arms  deposited 
as  aforesaid,  that  they  might  be  preserved  for  their  owners,  to  be  seized  by  a 
body  of  soldiers ;  detained  the  greatest  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town, 
and  compelled  the  few  who  were  permitted  to  retire,  to  leave  their  most  valu- 
able effects  behind. 

By  this'  perfidy  wives  a^  separated  from  their  husbands,  cMldren  from  their 
parents,  the  aged  and  the  sIcIl  from  their  relations  and  friends,  who  wish  to 
attend  and  comfort  them  ;  and  those  who  have  been  used  to  live  in  plenty  and 
even  elegance,  are  reduced  to  deplorable  distress. 

The  general,  further  emulating  his  ministerial  masters,  by  a  proclamation 
bearing  date  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  after  venting  the  grossest  falsehoods  and 
calumnies  against  the  good  people  of  these  colonies,  proceeds  to  ''  declare  them 
'<  all,  either  by  name  or  description,  to  be  rebels  ana  traitors,  to  supersede  the 
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^  course  of  thecomnum  law,  and  instead  thereof  to  publish  and  order  the  use 
and  exercise  ef  the  law  martiaL"— His  troops  have  butchered  our  countrymen, 
have  wantonlj  barnt  Charlestown,  besides  a  considerable  number  of  houses  in 
other  places;  our  ships  and  vessels  are  seized ;  the  necessary  supplies  of  pro- 
YiaiodAS  are  intercepted,  and  he  is  exerting  his  utmost  power  to  spread  destruc- 
tion and  devastation  around  him. 

Wehave  received  certaiil  intelligence  that  general  Carleton,  the  governor  of 
Canada,  is  instigating  the  people  of  that  province  and  the  Indians  to  fall  upon 
us  ;  and  we  have  but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  that  schemes  have  been 
formed  to  excite  domestic  enemies  against  ufi.    in  brief,  a  part  of  these  colo- 
nies now  feel,  and  all  .of  them  are  sure  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengance  of 
administration  can  inflict  them,  the  complicated  calamities  of  fire,  sword,  and 
famine.    We  are  reduced  to  the  ahernatiTe  of  chustng  an  unconditional  sub- 
nussion  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  ministers,  or  resistance  by  force.-— The  lat- 
ter is  our  choice.-^We  have  counted  the  cost  of  this  contest,  and  fijid  nothing 
so  dreadful  as  voluntary  slavery. — ^lienor,  justice,  and  humanity,  forbid  us 
tamely  to  surrender  that  freedom  which  we  received  from  our  gallant  ancestors, 
and  which  our  innocent  posterity  have  aright  to  receive  from  us.    We  cannot 
endure  the  infamy  and  guilt  of  resigning  succeeding  generations  to  that 
wretchedness  which  inevitably  awaits  them,  if  we  basely  entail  hereditary 
bondage  npon  diem. 

Oar  cause  is  just.  Our  union  is  perfect.  Our  internal  resources  are  great, 
and,  if  necessary,  foreigin  assistance  is  undoubtedly  attainable.  We  grate- 
fully  adcoowledse,  as  signal  instances  of  the  Divine  favor  towards  us,  that  his 
Providence  woukI  not  permit  us  to  be  called  into  this  severe  controversy,  until 
v^e  were  grown  up  to  our  present  strength,  had  been  previously  exercised  in 
waiiike  operation,  and  possessed  of  the  means  of  defending  ourselves.  With 
hearts  fortified  with  tliese  animating  reflections,  we  most  solemnly,  before  God 
and  the  world,  dedare,  that,  exerting  the  utmost  energy  of  those  powers,  which 
oar  beneficent  Creator  hath  graciously  bestowed  upon  us,  the  arms  we  have 
been  compelled  by  our  enemies  to  assume,  we  will,  in  defiance  of  every  hazard, 
vriih  unabalanf  firmness  and  perseverance,  employ  for  the  preservation  of  our 
liberties  ;  being  with  one  mind  resolved  to  die  freemen  rather  than  live  slaved. 
Lest  this  declaration  should  disquiet  the  minds  of  our  friends  and  fellow- 
subjects  in  an^  part  of  the  empire,  we  assure  them  that  we  mean  not  to  dis- 
solve that  union  which  has  so  long  and  so  happijy  subsisted  between  us,  and 
which  we  sincerely  Wish  to  see  restored.-^Necessity  has  not  yet  driven  us  into 
that  desperate -measure,  or  induced  us  to  excite  any  other  nation  to  war  against 
them^— We  have  not  raised  armies  with  ambitious  designs  of  separating  from 
Grreat-Britain,  and  establishing  independent  states.  We  fight  not  for  glory  or 
for  conquest.  We  exhibit  to  mankind  the  remarkable  spectacle  of  a  people 
attacked  by  unprovoked  enemies,  without  any  imputation  or  even  suspicion 
of  oflfenoe.  They  boast  of  their  privileges  and  civilization,  and  yet  proffer  no 
milder  conditions  than  servitude  or  deau. 

In  our  own  native  land,  in.  defence  of  the  freedom  that  is  our  birth-right, 
and  which  we  ever  etjoyed  till  the  late  violation  of  it — ^for  the  protection  of 
our  property,  acquired  solely  by  the  honest  industry  of  our  fore -fathers  and 
ourselves,  against  violence  actually  offered,  we  have  taken  up  arms.  We  shall 
lav  them  down  when  hostilities  shall  cease  on  the  part  of  trie  aggressors,  and 
all  danger  of  their  being  renewed  shall  be  removed,  and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the  supreme  and  impartial 
Judge  and  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  we  most  devoutly  implore  his  divine  good- 
ness to  protect  us  happily  through  this  great  conflict,  to  dispose  our  adversa- 
ries to  reconciliation  on  reasonable  terms,  and  thereby  to  relieve  the  empire 
from  the  calamities  of  civil  War. 

On  a  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  prepared  to  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  livery  of  the  city  of  London,  expressing  the  thanks  of  this  Con- 
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gress,  for  their  virtuous  and  spirited  opposition  to  the  oppressive  and  ruinMi 
system  of  colony  administration  adopted  by  the  British  ministry. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  draught  an  address  to  the  people 
of  Great-Britain,  do  prepare  this. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock.    • 

FRIDAY,  July  r,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adioumment. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  address  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain,  was  re- 
committed, brought  in  the  same,  which  being  again  read  and  debated,  (he 
farther  consideration  thereof  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

SATURDAY,  July  8, 1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  petition  to  the  king  being  engrossed,  was  compared  at  the  tsble,  and 
signed  by  the  members  present. 

To  the  kiiig^iiioitexeeUentina|eilgr: 

Most  gracious  soveheion, 

We,  your  maicsty's  faithful  subjects  of  the  colonies  of  New-Hampshirei 
Massacnusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticiit, 
New -York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  counties  of  New-Castle,  Keot^  and 
Sussex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South  Carolinii 
in  behalf  of  ouraielves,  and  the  inhuiitants  of  these  colonies,  who  have  depa- 
ted  us  to  represent  them  in  general  Congress,  entreat  your  majesty's  gradoos 
attention  to  this  our  humble  petition. 

The  union^  between  our  mother  country  and  these  colonies,  and  the  energr 
of  mild  and  just  government,  produced  benefits  so  remarkably  important,  and 
aflforded  such  an  assurance  of  their  permanency  and  increase,  that  the  woa- 
der  and  envy  of  other  nations  were  excited,  while  they  beheld  Great-Britain 
rising  to  a  power  the  most  extraordinary  the  world  had  ever  known. 

Her  rivals,  observing  that  there  was  no  probability  of  this  happy  connexioo 
being  broken  by  civil  dissensions,  and  apprehending  its  futrue  effects,  if  left 
any  lonffer  unaisturbed,  resolved  to  prevent  her  receiving  such  continual  and 
formidable  accessions  of  wealth  and  strength,  by  checking  the  growth  of  those 
eettlements  from  which  they  were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  attempt,  events  so  unfavorable  to  the  design  took 
place,  that  every  friend  to  the  interest  of  Great-Britain  and  tiiese  colonies, 
entertained  pleasing  and  reasonable  expectations  of  seeing  ap  additional  force 
and  exertion  immSiately  given  to  the  operations  of  the  union  hitherto  ex- 
perienced, by  an  enlargement  of  the  donuaions  of  the  crown,  and  the  removal 
4)f  ancient  and  warlike  enemies  to  a  greater  distance. 

At  the  conclusion,  therefore,  of  the  late  war,  the  most  glorious  and  aaYin- 
tageous  that  ever  had  been  carried  on  by  British  arms,  your  loyal  colonista  hav- 
ing contributed  to  its  success,  by  sucn  repeated  and  strenuous  exertions,  a& 
frequently  .procured  them  the  mstinguished  approbation  of.  your  majeat/. 
of  the  late  king,  and  of  parliament,  doubted  not  but  that  they  should  be  p^- 
mitted,  with  the  rest  of  the  empire,  to  share  in  the  blessings  of  peace,  vxd  the 
emoluments  of  victory  and  conquest. 

While  these  recent  and  honorable  acknowledgments  of  their  merito  re- 
mained on  record  in  the  journals  and  acts  of  that  ailgust  legislature,  the  par- 
liament, undefaced  by  the  imputation  or  even  tiie  suspicion  of  anV  ^^f* 
they  were  alarmed  by  a  new  system  of  statutes  and  regulations  adcqited  tor 
the  administration  of  the  colonies,  that  filled  their  minds  with  the  moat  p^ 
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Nor  were  these  anxieties  alleviated  by  any  tendency  in  this  system  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  their  mother  country.  For  thou^  its  effects  were  more 
immediately  felt  by  them,  yet  its  influence  appeared  to  be  injurious  to  the 
commerce  and  prosperity  oi  Great-Britain. 

We  shall  decline  the  ungrateful  task  of  describing  the  irksome  variety  of 
artifices,  practised  by  many  of  vour  majesty's  ministers,  the  delusive  preten- 
ces, fruitless  terrors,  and  unavailing  severities,  that  have,  from  time  to  time,  been 
dealt  out  by  them,  in  their  attempts  to  execute  this  impolitic  pUin,  or  of  trac- 
ing, through  a  series  of  years  past,  the  progress  of  the  unhappy  differences 
between  Great- Britain  and  these  colonies,  that  have  flowed  from  this  fatal 
source. 

Tour  majesty's  ministers,  persevering  in  their  measures,  and  proceeding  to 
open  hostilities  for  enforcing  them,  have  compelled  us  to  arm  in  our  own  de- 
fence, and  have  engs^ed  us  in  a  controversy  so  peculiarly  abhorrent  to  the 
affec^ns  of  your  still  faithful  colonists,  tnat  when  we  consider  whom  we 
must  oppose  in  this  contest,  and  if  it  continues,  what  may  be  the  consequences, 
oar  own  particular  misfortunes  are  accounted  by  us  only  as  parts  of  our  dis- 
tress. 

Knowing  to  what  violent  resentments  and  incurable  animosities,  civil  dis- 
cords are  apt  to  exasperate  and  inflame  the  contending  parties,  we  think  our- 
selves required  by  incudpensable  obligations  to  Almighty  God,  to  your  majesty, 
to  our  fellow-subjects,  and  to  ourselves,  immediately  to  use  all  the  means  luour 
power,  not  incompatible  with  our  safety,  for  stopping  the  further  effusion  of 
uood,  and  for  averting  the  impending  calamities  that  threaten  the  British 
€Btmre. 

Thus  called  upon  to  address  your  majesty  on  affairs  of  such  moment  to 
AiBoica,  and  probably  to  all  your  dominions,  we  are  earnestly  desirous  of  per- 
forming this  office,  with  the  utmost  deference  for  your  miyesty ;  and  we  there- 
fore pray,  that  your  majesty's  royal  magnanimity  and  benevolence  may  make 
the  most  favourable  constructions  of  our  expressions  on  so  uncommon  an  occa- 
sion. Could  we  represent  in  their  ful\  force,  the  sentiments  that  agitate  the 
minds  of  us  your  dutiful  subjects,  we  are  persuaded  your  majesty  would  ascribe 
uiy  seeming  deviation  from  reverence  in  our  language,  and  even  in  our  conduct, 
fiot  to  any  reprehensible  intention,  but  to  the  impossibility  of  reconciling  the 
»ul  appearances  of  respect,  with  a  juit  attention  to  our  own  preservation 
sftinst  tnose  artful  and  cruel  enemies,  who  abuse  your  royal  confidence  and 
nthoritr*  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  our  destruction. 

Attached  to  your  majesty's  person,  family,  and  government,  with  all  devotion 

tkat  principle  and  affection  can  inspire,  connected  with  Great-Britain  by  the 

strongest  ties  that  can  unite  societies,  and  deploring  every  event  that  tends  in 

aov  degree  to  weaken  them,  we  solemnly  assure  your  majesty,  that  we  not 

Mily  most  ardently  desire  the  former  harmony  between  hei:and  diese  colonies 

■ay,  be  restored,  but  that  a  concord  may  be  established  between  them  upon  so 

firm  a  basis  as  to  perpetuate  its  blessings,  uninterrupted  by  anj  future  oissen- 

tioos,  to  succeeding  fenerations  m  both  countries,  and  to  transmit  your  majesty's 

■aoie  to  posterity,  adorned  vrith  that  signal  and  lasting  glory,  that  has  attended 

the  menaory  of  those  illustrious  personages,  whose  virtues  and  abilities  have 

extricated  states  from  dangerous  convulsions,  and,  by  securing  happiness  to 

ttbera,  have  erected  the  most  noble  and  durable  monuments  to  their  own  fame. 

We  bee  leave  further  to  assure  your  majesty,  that  notwithstanding  the  suf- 

(eriogs  of  your  loyal  colonists,  durine  the  course  of  this  present  controversy, 

«ar  breasts  retain  too  tender  a  regard  for  the  kingdom  from  which  we  derive 

nar  origin,  to  request  such  a  reconciliation  as  mi8;ht  in  any  manner  be  incon- 

■ite&t  with  her  dignity  or  her  welfare.    These,  rdated  as  we  are  to  her,  honor 

tnd  doty,  as  well  as  inclination,  induce  us  to  support  and  advance ;  and  the 

anrebensions  that  now  oppress  our  hearts  with  unspeakable  grief,  being  once 
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removed,  your  majesty  will  find  your  faithful  snbjerts  on  this  continent  reaiiv 
and  willing  at  all  times,  as  thej  have  ever  been,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes 
to  assert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  interests  of  jour  majesty,  and  of  our  mo- 
ther country. 

We,  therefore,  beseech  your  majesty,  tf)at  your  royal  authority  and  infiu- 
ence  may  be  graciously  interposed  to  procure  us  relief  from  our  afiHicting  fears 
and  jealousies,  occasioned  by  the  system  before  mentioned,  and  to  settle  peace 
through  every  part  of  our  dominions,  with  all  humility  submitting  to  your  ma- 
jesty's wi^  consideration  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  for  facilitating 
those  important  purposes,  that  your  majesty  be  pleased  to  direct  some  mode, 
by  which  the  unitett  applications  of  your  faithful  colonists  to  the  throne,  is 
pursuance  of  their  common  councils,  may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  per- 
manent reconciliation ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  measures  may  be  taken  for 
preventing  the  further  destruction  of  the  lives  of  your  majesty's  subjects;  and 
that  such  statutes  as  more  immediately  distress  any  of  your  majesty's  colo- 
nies may  be  repealed. 

For  such  arrangements  as  your  majesty's  wisdom  can  form,  for  coUectii^ 
tlie  united  sense  of  your  American  People,  we  are  convinced  your  majesty 
\vould  receive  such  satisfactory  proois  of  the  disposition  of  the  colonists  to- 
wards their  sovereign  and  parent  state,  that  the  wished  for  opportunity  would 
soon  be  restored  to  them,  of  evincing  the  sincerity  of  theirprofessions^by  erefj 
testimony  of  devotion  becoming  the  roost  dutiful  subjects,  and  the  most  affec- 
tionate colonists. 

That  your  majesty  may  enjoy  a  long  and  prosperous  reign,  and  that  ycW 
descendants  may  govern  your  dominions  with  honor  to  themselves  and  hifffi- 
ness  to  their  subjects,  is  our  sincere  prayer. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor,  &c  reporte<l 
the  same,  which  was  read. 

On  motion,  Besolved^  That  the  same  committee  prepare  a  letter  to  Richiri 
Penn,  esq.  and  the  colony  agents  by  name  in  England. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  address  to  the  inha^- 
tants  of  Great-Britain,  which  being^dcbated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  a^^ 
follows  : 

The  Twelve  United  Colonies,  by  their  delegates  in  Cong;res8,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great^Britsru 
FRIENnS,  COUNTRYMEN,  AND  BRETHREN  ! 

By  these,  and  by  every  other  appellation  that  may  designate  the  ties,  vfhkh 
hma  U8  to  each  other,  we'  entreat  your  serious  attention  to  this  our  second  ^t- 
tcmptto  prevent  their  dissolution.  Remembrance  of  former  friendships,  pcid^ 
in  tne  srlorious  achievements  of  our  common  ancestor9,  and  affection  for  the 
heirs  of  their  virtues,  have  hitherto  preserved  our  mutual  .connexion  ;  but  wfaec 
that  friendship  is  violated  by  the  grossest  injuries;  when  the  pride  of  ancestn 
becomes  our  reproach,  and  we  are  no  otherwise  allied  than  as  tyrants  aati 
slaves ;  when  reduced  to  the  melancholy  alternative  of  renouncing  your  fawur 
or  our  freedom ;  can  wc  hesitate  about  the  choice  ?  Let  the  spirit  of  Brtt&n^ 
determine. 

In  a  former  address  we  asserted  our  rights,  and  stated  the  imijHes  we  ha^ 
then  received.  We  hoped,  that  the  mention  of  our  wrongs  would  have  reosed 
tliat  lionest  indignation  which  has  slepl  too  long  for  your  honor,  or  the  welfire 
of  the  empire.  But  wc  have  not  been  pennitted  to  entertain  this  pleasing e^~ 
pectation.  Every  day  brought  an  accumulation  of  injuries,  and  the^invenoon 
of  the  ministry  has  been  constantly  exercised,  in  adding  to  the  calamities  ai 
your  American  brethren. 

After  the  most  valuable  right  of  le^slation  was  infringed ;  when  the  power* 
assumed  by  your  parliament,  in  which  we  are  not  represiented,  and  from  o^^ 
local  and  other  circumstances  cannot  properly  be  represented,  rendered  os' 
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property  precarious;  after.being  denied  that  mode  of  trial,  to  which  we  have 
long  been  indebted  for  the  safety  of  our  persons,  and  the  preservation  of  ouj 
liberties;  after  being  in  many  instances  divested  of  £hose  laws,  which  were 
t;ransmitted  to  us  by  our  common  ancestors,  and  subjected  to  an  arbitrary  code, 
compiled  under  the  auspices  of  Roman  tyrants ;  after  those  char(;(Brs,  which 
encouraged  our  predecessors  to  brave  death  and  danger  in  every  shape,  on 
unknown  seas,  in  deserts  unexplored,  amidst  barbarous  and  inhospitable  na- 
tions, were  annulled ;  when,  without  the  form  of  trial,  without  a  public  accusa- 
tion, whole  colonies  were  condemned,  their  trade  destroyed,  tlieir  inhabitants 
impoverished ;  when  soldiers  were  encouraged  to  embruc  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  Ajnericans,  by  otters  of  impunity;  w)ien  new  modes  of  trial  were  in- 
stituted for  the  ruin  of  the  accused,  where  the  charge  carried  with  it  the  horrors 
of  conviction ;  when  a  despotic  government  was  established  in  a  neighboring 
province,  and  its  limits  extended  to  every  of  our  frontiers ;  we  little  imagined 
that  any  thing  could -be  added  to  this  black  catalogue  of  unprovoked  injuries : 
but  we  have  unhappily  been  deceived,  and  the  late  measures  of  the  British 
ministry  fully  convince  us.  tliat  tlieir  object  is  the  reduction  of  these  colonies 
to  slavery  and  ruin. 

To  confirm  this  assertion,  let  us  recal  your  attention  to  the  affairs  of  Ame- 
rica, since  our  last  address.  Let  us  combat  the  calumnies  of  our  enemies  ; 
and  Jet  us  ^warn  you  of  the  dangers-  that  threaten  you  in  our  destruction. 
Alany  of  y^our  fellow-subjects,  whose  situation  deprived  them  of  other  support. 
di*ew  their  maintenance  from  the  sea ;  but  the  deprivation  of  our  liberty  oeing 
insufficient  to  satisfy  the  resentment  of  our  enemies,  the  horrors  of  famine 
were  superadded,  and  a  British  parliament,  who,  in  better  times,  were  the 
protectors  of  innocence  and  the  patrons  of  humanity,  have,  without  distinction 
of  age  or  s^.  robbed  thousands  of  the  food  which  they  were  accustomed  to 
draw  from  that  inexhaustible  source,  placed  in  tlieir  neighborhood  by  the  bene« 
volent  Creator. 

Another  id  of  your  legislature  shuts  our  ports,  and  prohibits  our  trade  with 
any  but  those  states  from  whom  the  great  law  of  self-preservation  renders  it 
absolutely  necessary  we  should  at  present  withhold  our  commerce.  But  this  i 
act  (whatever  may  have  been  its  design)  we  consider  rather  as  injurious  to 
your  opulence  than  our  interest.  All  our  commerce  terminates  with  you ;  and 
the  wealth  we  procure  from  other  nations,  is  soon  exchanged  for  your  superflui- 
ties. Our  remittances  must  then  cease' with  our  trade;  and  our  refinements 
with  our  afiluence.  We  trust,  however,  that  laws  which  deprive  us  of  every 
blessing  but  a  soil  that  teems  witli  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  that  liberty 
which  renders  the  enjoyment  of  them  secure,  will  not  relax  our  vigor  in  their 
defence. 

We*  might  here  observe  on  the  cruelty  and  inconsistency  of  those,  who, 
^vhile  they  publicly  brand  us  with  reproachful  and  unworthy  epithets,  endeavor 
to  deprive  us  of  the  means  of  defence,  by  their  interposition  with  foreign 
powers,  and  to  deliver  us  to  the  lawless  ravages  of  a  merciless  soldiery.  But 
happily  we  ^re  not  without  resources;  and  though  the  timid  and  humiliating 
applications  of  a  British  ministry  sthould  prevail  with  foreign  nations,  yet  in- 
dustry^  prompted  by  necessity,  will  not  leave  us  without  the  necessary  supplies. 

We  could  wish  to  go  no  furtlier,  and,  not  to  wound  the  ear  of  humanity, 
leave  untold  those  rigorous  acts  of  oppression,  which  are  daily  ex^cised  in  the 
town  of  Boston^  did  we  not  hope,  that  oy  disclaiming  their  deeds  and  punishing 
the  perpetrators,  vou  would  shortly  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  British  name, 
and  re-establish  tlie  violated  laws  of  justice. 

That  once  populous,  flourishing  and  commercial  town  is  now  garrisoned  by 
an  army  sent  not  to  protect,  but  to  enslave  its  inhabitants.  The  civil  govern- 
ment is  overturned,  and  a  military  despotism  erected  upon  its  ruins.  With- 
6«t  law,  without  right,  powers  are  assumed  unknown  to  the  constitution. 
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Private  property  is  unjustly  invaded.  The  inhabitants,  daily  subjected  to  the 
licentiousness  of  the  soldiery,  are  forbid  to  remove  in  defiance  of  their  natural 
rights,  in  violation  of  the  most  solemn  compacts.  Or  if,  after  lone  and  weari- 
some solicitation,  a  pass  is  procured,  their  effects  are  detained,  and  eren  those 
who  are  most  favorea,  have  no  alternative  but  poverty  or  slavery.  ITie  distras 
of  many  thousand  people,  wantonly  deprived  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  is  a 
subject,  on  which  we  would  not  wisn  to  i^nlanre* 

Yet,  we  cannot  but  observe,  that  a  British  fleet  (unjustified  even  by  acts  cf 
your  legislature)  are  daily  employed  in  ruining  our  commerce,  seizing  our 
ships,  and  depriving  whole  communities  of  their  daily  bread.  Nor  will  a  re- 
sardfor  your  honor  permit  us  to  be  silent,  while  British  troops  sully  your  |;iarj, 
by  actions,  which  the  most  inveterate  enmity  will  not  palliate  among  civilized 
nations,  the  wanton  and  unnecessary  destruction  of  Charlestown,  a  lane,  an- 
cient, and  once  populous  town,  iust  oefore  deserted  by  its  inhabitants,  wbo  had 
fled  to  avoid  the  fury  of  your  soldiery. 

If  you  still  retain  those  sentiments  of  compassion,  by  which  Britons  have 
ever  been  distinguished,  if  the  humanity,  which  tempered  the  valor  of  oiir 
common  ancestors,  has  not  degenerated  into  cruelty,  you  will  lament  the  mise- 
ries of  their  descendants. 

To  what  are  we  to  attribute  this  treatment  P  If  to  any  secret  principle  of 
the  constitution,  let  it  be  mentioned ;  let  us  learn,  that  the  ^vemment,  we 
have  long  revered,  is  not  without  its  defects,  and  that  while  it  eives  freedom  to 
a  part,  it  necessarily  enslaves  the  remainder  of  the  empire.  If  such  a  principle 
exists,  why  for  ages  has  it  ceased  to  operate  ?  Why  at  this  time  is  it  called 
into  action  ?  Can  no  reason  be  assigned  for  this  conduct  P  Or  must  it  be 
resolved  into  the  wanton  exercise  of  arbitrary  power  P  And  shall  the  deccnd- 
anta  of  Britons  tamely^submit  to  this  P— No,  sirs !  We  never  will,  wliile  ve 
revere  the  memorj  of  our  eallant  and  virtuous  ancestors,  we  never  can  sur- 
render those  glorious  privileges,  for  which  they  fou^t,  bled,  and  conquered 
Admit  that  your  fleets  coula  destroy  our  towns,  and  ravage  our  sea-coasts; 
these  are  inconsiderable  objects,  thmgs  of  no  moment  to  men,  whose  boeoos 
glow  with  the  ardor  of  liberty.  We  can  retire  beyond  the  reach  of  your  navy, 
and,  without  any  sensible  diminution  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  enjoy  a  loxan, 
which  from  that  period  you  will  want^— the  luxury  of  being  free. 

We  know  the  force  of  your  arms,  and  was  it  called  forth  in  the  cause  of 
justice  and  your  country,  we  might  dread  the  exertion  :  but  will  Britons  fij^t 
under  the  banners  of  tyranny  P  Will  they  counteract  the  labours,  and  dis- 
grace the  victories  of  their  ancestors  P  Will  they  forge  chains  for  their 
posterity  P  If  they  descend  to  this  unworthy  task,  will  their  swords  retain 
their  edge,  their  arms  their  accustomed  vigour  P  Britons  can  never  become 
tj)e  instruments  of  oppression^  till  they  lose  the  spirit  of  freedom,  by  which 
alone  they  are  invinciole. 

Our  enemies  charge  us  with  sedition.  In  what  does  it  consist?  In  o«r 
refusal  to  submit  to  unwarrantable  acts  of  injustice  and  cruelty  P  If  so,  she« 
us  a  period  in  your  history,  in  which  you  have  not  been  equally  seditnms. 

We  are  accused  of  aiming  at  independence ;  but  how  is  this  accusation  sup- 
ported? By  the  allegations  of  your  ministers,  not  by  our  actions.  Abused, 
insulted,  and  contemned,  what  steps  have  we  pursued  to  obtain  redress  P  ^Ve 
hw  carried  our  dutiful  petitions  to  the  throne.  We  have  applied  tojoer 
justice  (or  relief.    We  have  retrenched  our  luxury,  and  withhela  onr  trade. 

The  advantages  of  our  commerce  were  designed  as  a  compensation  for  vost 
protection :  When  you  ceased  to  protect,  for  what  were  we  to  compensated 

What  has  been  tne  success  of  our  endeavours  P  The  clemency  of  our  sove- 
reign is  unhappily  diverted ;  our  petitions  are  treated  with  indignity ;  oqt 
prayers  answered  by  insults.  Our  application  to  you  remains  unnoticed, 
ancf  leaves  us  the  melancholy  apprehension  of  your  wanting  either  the  will,  m 
the  power,  to  assist  us. 
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Even  nnder  these  circamstances,  what  measures  have  we  taken  that  betray 
a  desire  of  independence  F  Have  we  called  in  the  aid  of  those  foreign  powers, 
who  are  the  rivals  of  your  grandeur  ?  When  your  troops  were  few  and  de- 
fenceless, did  we  take  advantafi;e  of  their  distress  and  expel  them  our  towns  ? 
Or  have  we  permitted  them  totortify,  to  receive  new  aid,  and  to  acquire  addi- 
tional strength  ? 

Let  not  your  enemies  and  ours  persuadeyou,  that  in  this  we  were  influenced 
by  fear  or  any  other  unworthy  motive.  Ine  lives  of  Britons  are  still  dear  to 
us.  They  are  the  children  of  our  parents,  and  an  uninterrupted  intercourse 
of  mutuu  benefits  hat)  knit  the  bonds  of  friendship.  When  hostilities  were 
commenced,  when  on  a  late  occasion  we  were  wantonly  attacked  by  your- 
troops,  though  we  repelled  their  assaults  and  returned  their  blows,  yet  we 
IfMuented  the  wounds  they  obliged  us  to  give ;  nor  have  we  yet  learned  to  re- 
joice at  a  victory  over  Englishmen. 

As  we  wish  not  to  colour  our  actions,  or  disguise  our  thoughts,  we  shall,  in 
the  simide  language  of  truth,  avow  the  measures  we  have  pursued,  the  motives 
upon  which  we  have  acted,  and  our  future  designs. 

When  our  late  petition  to  the  throne  produced  no  other  effect  than  fresh 
iniuries,  and  votes  of  your  legislature,  calculated  to  justify  every  severity ; 
when  your  fleets  and  your  armies  were  prepared  to  wrest  from  us  our  property, 
to  rob  us  of  our  liberties  or  our  lives;  when  the  hostile  attempts,  oi  general 
Gafie  evinced  his  designs,  we  levied  armies  for  our  security  and  defence* 
When  the  powers  vested  in  the  governor  of  Canada,  gave  us  reason  to  appre- 
hend danger  from  that  quarter;  and  we  had  freauent  intimations,  that  a  cruel 
and  savi^  enemy  was  to  be  let  loose  upon  the  defenceless  inhabitants  of  our 
frontiers ;  we  took  such  measures  as  prudence  dictated,  as  necessity  will  jus- 
tify. We  possessed  ourselves  of  Crown- Point  and  Ticonderoga.  Yet  give 
us  leave  most  solemnly  to  assure  you,  that  we  have  not  yet  lost  sight  of  the 
object  we  have  ever  had  in  view,  a  reconciliatipn  with  you  on  constitutional 
principles,  and  a  restoration  df  that  friendly  intercourse,  which,  to  tlie  advan- 
ta^of  both,  we  till  lately  maintained. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  apply  themselves  chiefly  to  agriculture  and 
commerce.  As  their  fashions  and  manners  are  similar  to  yours,  your  markets 
must  aflbrd  them  the  conveniencies  and  luxuries,  for  which  they  exchange  the 
produce  of  their  labours.  The  wealth  of  this  extended  continent  centres  with 
YOU ;  and  our  trade  is  so  regulated  as  to  be  subservient  only  to  your  interest. 
Vou  are  too  reasonable  to  expect,  that  by  taxes  ^in  addition  to  this)  we  should 
contribute  to  your  expense ;  to  bel^ve,  after  diverting  the  fountain,  that  the 
streams  can  flow  with  umibated  force. 

It  has  been  said,  tliat  we  refuse  to  submit  to  the  restrictions  on  our  comAierce. 
From  whence  is  this  inference  drawn  P  Not  from  our  words,  we  have  repeat- 
edly declared  the  contrary ;  and  we  again  profess  our  submission  to  the  seve- 
ral acts  of  trade  and  navi^tion,  passed  before  the  year  1763,  trusting,  never- 
theless, in  tiie  equity  and  justice  of  parliament,  that  such  of  them  as,  upon  cool 
and  impartial  consideration,  shall  appear  to  have  imposed  unnecessary  or 
grioTOus  restrictions,  will,  at  some  happier  period,  be  repealed  or  altered.  And 
-we  cheerfully  consent  to  the  operation  of  such  acts  of  the  British  parliament, 
as  shall  be  restrained  to  the  regulation  of  our  external  commerce,  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  the  commercial  advanta^^es  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  mother 
c^untij,  and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its  respective  members ;  excluding 
every  ictea  of  taxation  internal  or  external,  for  raising  a  revenue  on  the  subjects 
in  America,  without  their  consent. 

It  is  aHeged  that  we  contribute  nothing  to  the  common  defence.  Td  this 
we  answer,  that  the  advantages  which  Great-Britain  Veceives  from  the  mono- 
poly of  our  trade,  far  exceed  our  proportion  of  the  expense  necessary  for  that 
purpose.    But  should  these  advantages  be  inadequate  thereto,  let  tlfe  restric- 
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tions  on  our  trade  be  removed,  and  we  will  cheerfully  contribute  such  propor- 
tion when  constitutionally  required. 

It  is  a  fundamental  })rinciple  of  the  British  constitution,  that  eyerj  man 
should  have  at  least  a  representative  share  in  the  formation  of  those  laws,  by 
which  he  is  bound.  Were  it  otherwise,  the  regulation  of  our  internal  police  by 
a  British  parliament,  who  are  and  ever  will  be  acquainted  with  our  local 
circumstances,  must  be  always  inconvenient,  and  frequently  oppressive,  work- 
ing* our  wrong,  without  yielding  any  possible  advantage  to  you. 

A  plan  of  accommodation  (as  it  has  be^  absurdly  called)  has  been  proposed 
by  your  ministers  to  our  respective  assemblies.  Were  tliis'  proposal  free  from 
every  other  objection,  but  that  which  arises  from  the  time  of  the  offer,  it  would 
not  be  unexceptionable.  Can  men  deliberate  with  the  bayonet  at  their  breast? 
Can  they  treat  with  freedom,  while  their  towns  are  sacked ;  when  daily  instan- 
ces of  injustice  and  oppression  disturb  the  slower  operations  of  reason  ? 

If  tliis  proposal  is  really  such  as  you  would  offer  and  we  accept,  why  was 
it  delayed  tiii  the  nation  was  put  to  useless  expense,  and  we  were  reduced  to 
our  present  melancholy  situation?  If  it  holds  forth  nothing,  why  was  it  pro- 
posed ?  Unless  indeed  to  deceive  you  into  a  belief,  that  we  were  unwilling  to  listen 
to  any  terms  of  accommodation.  But  what  is  submitted  to  our  consideration  ? 
We  contend  for  the  disposal  of  our  property.  We  are  told  that  our  demand 
is  unreasonable,  that  our  assemblies  may  indeed  collect  our  money,  but  that 
they  must  at  the  same  time  offer,  not  what*  your  exigencies  or  ours  may  re- 
quire, but  so  much  as  shall  be  deeqed  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  a 
minister  and  enable  him  to  provide  forfavoritei  and  dependants.  A  recurrence 
to  your  own  treasury  vnll  convince  you  how  little  of  the  money  already  ex- 
torted from  us  has  been  applied  to  me  relief  of  your  burthens.  To  suppose 
that  we  would  thus  grasp  the  shadow  and  give  up  the  substance^  is  adding  in- 
sult to  injuries. 

We  have  nevertheless  again  presented  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  our 
sovereign,  and  to  remove  every  imputation  of  obstinacy,  have  reauested  hi^ 
majesty  to  direct  some  mode,  by  which  the  united  applications  of  his  faithfal 
colonists  may  be  improved  into  happy  and  permanent  reconciliation.  We  are 
willing  to  treat  on  such  terms  as  can  alone  render  An  accommodation  lasting, 
and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  our  pacific  endeavors  ^11  be  attended  with  a  re- 
moval of  ministerial  tf'oops,  and  a  repeal  of  those  Jaws,  of  the  operation  of 
which  we  complain,  on  the  one  part^and  a  disbanding  of  our  army,  and  a  dis- 
solution of  our  commercial  associations,  on  the  otliei^ 

Yet  conclude  not  from  this  that  we  propose  to  smrrender  our  property  into 
the  hands  of  your  ministry,  or  vest  your  parliament^ith  a  power  which  may 
terminate  in  our  destruction.  The  great  bulwarks  of  lour  constitution^we  have 
desired  to  maintain  by  every  temperate,  by  every  peaceable  means;  but  your 
ministers  (equal  foes  to  British  and  American  freedom)  have  added  to  their 
former  oppressions  an  attempt  to  reduce  \is  by  the  sword  to  a  base  and  abject 
submission.  On  the  sword,  therefore,  we  are  compelled  to  rely  for  .protection. 
Should  victory  declare  in  your  favor,  yet  men  trained  to  arms  from  tneir  in^Bui- 
cy,  and  animated  by  the  love  of  liberty,  will  afford  neither  a  cheap  or  easy 
conquest.  Of  this  at  least  we  are  assured,  that  our  struggle  wilL  be  glorious, 
our  success  certain ;  since  even  in  deatli  we  shall  find  that  freedom  which  in 
life  you  forbid  us  to  enjoy. 

Let  us  now  ask  what  advantages  are  to  attend  our  reduction  ?  the  trade  of  i 
ruined  and  desolate  country  is  always  inconsiderable,  its  i:^venuetrifline;  the  ex- 
pense of  subjecting  and  retaining  it  in  subjection  certain  and  inevitable.  What 
then  remains  but  the  gratification  of  an  ill-judged  pride,  or  the  hope  of  rendering 
us  subservient  to  designs  on  your  liberty. 

Soldiers  who  have  sheathed  their  swords  in  the  bowels  of  their  American 
brethren,  will  not  draw  them  with  more  reluctance  against  you.    -Whtti  too 
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late  you  may  lament  the  loss  of  that  freedom,  which  we  exhort  you,  while  still 
in  your  power,  to  preserve. 

On  the  other  hand,  should  you  prove  unsuccessful ;  should  that  connexion, 
^hich  we  most  ardently  wish  to  maintain,  be  dissolved  ;  should  your  minis- 
ters exhaust  your  treasures  and  waste  the  blood  of  your  countrymen  in  vain 
attempts  on  our  liberty ;  do  they  not  deliver  you,  weak  and  defenceless,  to 
your  natural  enemies  ? 

Since  then  your  liberty  must  be  the  price  of  your  victories  ;  your  ruin,  of 
your  defeat :  tVhat  blind  fatality  can  urge  you  to  a  pursuit  destructive  of  all 
that  Britons  hold  dear  ? 

If  you  have  no  regard  to  the  connexion  that  has  for  ages  subsisted  betweeTt 
us ;  if  you  have  forgot  the  wounds  we  have  received  fifjhting  by  your  side  for 
the  extension  of  the  empire ;  if  our  commerce  is  not  an  object  below  your  con- 
sideration; if  justice  and  humanity  have  lost  their  influence  on  your  hearts  ; 
still  motives  are  not  wanting  to  excite  your  indignation  at  the  measures  now 
pui-sued  ;  your  wealth,  your  honor,  your  liberty  are  at  stake. 

Notwithstanding  the  distress  to  which  we  are  reduced,  we  sometimes  forget 
our  own  afflictions,  to  anticipate  and  sympathize  in  yours.  We  grieve  that 
rash  and  inconsiderate  councils  should  precipitate  the  destruction  of  an  empire, 
which  has  been  the  envy  and  admiration  of  ages,  and  call  Grod  to  witness  I  that 
we  would  part  with  our  property,  endanger  our  lives,  and  sacrifice  every  thing 
but  liberty ,4o  refleem  you  from  ruin. 

A  cloud  hangs  over  your  heads  and  ours ;  ere  this  reaches  you,  it  may 
probably  burst  upon  us  ;  let  us  then  (before  the  remembrance  of  former  kind- 
ness is  obliterated)  once  more  repeat  those  appellations  which  are  ever  grateful 
in  our  ears;  let  us. entreat  heaven  tp  avert  our  ruin,  and  the  destruction  that 
threatens  our  friends,  brethren  and  countrymen,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  address  be  immediately  printed,  and  sent  by 
Mr.  Penn  to  England. 

The  letter  to  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen  and  livery  of  London,  being  again 
read  and  debated,  was  agreed  to  .as  follows : 

Mr   LORD, 

Permit  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  twelve  ancient  colonies,  to  pay  your 
lordship,  and  the  very  respectable  Qody  of  which  you  are  head,  the  just  tnoute 
of  gratitude  and  thanks,  for  the  virtuous  and  unsolicited  resentment  you  have 
shevm  to  the  violated  rights  of  a  free  people.  The  city  of  Londdn,  my  lord, 
having  in  all  ages,  approved  itself  the  patron  of  liberty,  ajud  the  support  of  just 
government,  against  lawless  tyranny  and  oppression,  cannot  fail  to  make  us 
deeply  sensible  of  the  powerful  aid,  our  cause  must  receive  from  such  advo- 
cates. A  cause,  my  lord,  worthy  the  support  of  the  first  city  in  the  world,  as 
it  involves  the  fate  of  a  great  continent,  and  threatens  to  shake  the  foundations 
of  a  flourishing,  and,  until  lately,  a  happy  empire. 

North- Amenca,  my  lord,  wishes  most  ardently  for  a  lasting  connexion  with 
Great-Britain  on  terms  of  just  and  equal  liberty ;  less  than  which  generous 
minds  will  not  oflfer,  nor  brave  and  free  ones  be  willing  to  receive. 

A  cruel  war  has  at  length  been  opened  against  us,  and  whilst- we  prepare  to 
defend  ourselves  like  the  descendants  of  Britons,  we  still  hope  that  the  media- 
tion of  wise  and  good  citizens,  will  at  length  prevail  over  despotism,  and 
restore  harmony  and  peace,  on  permanent  principles,  to  an  oppressed  and  di- 
vided empire. 
^  .  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord. 

With  great  esteem,  your  lordship's 
Faithful  friends  and  fellow-subjects. 
.  Ordered,  That  the  above  letter  be  transcribed,  then  signed  by  the  president. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pcnn  and  the  colony 
agents,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  approved  as  follows : 
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Gentlemen, 

The  perseverance  of  the  British  ministry  in  their  imjast  and  cmel  systeia 
of  colony  administration,  has  occasioned  the  meeting  of  another  Congress. 

We  have  again  appealed  to  the  justice  of  our  sovereign  for  protection  ag^unst 
the  destruction  which  his  ministers  meditate  for  his  American  sutjects.  Tlib 
petition  to  his  majesty  you  will  please,  gentlemen,  to  present  to  Ae  king  with 
all  convenient  expedition,  after  which  we  desire  it  may  be  given  to  the  public. 
We  likewise  sena  you  our  second  application  to  the  equity  and  interest  of  our 
fellow-subjects  in  Great-Britain,  and  also  a  declaration  settinjg  forth  the 
causes  of  our  takinc  up  arms :  Both  which  we  wish  may  be  immediately  put  to 
press,  and  communicated  as  universally  as  possible. 

The  Congress  entertain  the  highest  sense  of  the  wise  and  worthy  interposi- 
tion of  the  lord  mayor  and  livery  of  London,  in  favour  of  injured  America. 
They  have  expressed  this,  their  sense,  in  a  letter  to  his  lordship  and  the  livery, 
which  we  desire  may  be  presented  in  the  manner  moat  agreeable  to  that  re- 
spectable body. 

You  will  oblige  us,  gentlemen,  by  given,  the  moat  early  information  to  the 
Consress,  and  to  tlie  speakers  of  our  respective  assemblies,  of  your  proceeding 
in  this  business,  and  such  further  intelligence  as  you  may  judge  to  be  of  im- 
portance to  America  in  tliis  great  contest. 

\Ve  are,  with  great  regard,  eentlemen,  ficc. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  furly  transcribed,  and  uien  signed  by  the  pre- 
sident, and  by  him  sent  under  cover,  together  with  the  petition  to  the  king,  and 
address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Bntain,  and  the  letter  to  the  lord  mayor, 
&c.  to  Richard  Penn,  esq^.  and  that  the  president  request  Mr.  Penn,  in  behalf 
of  the  Congress,  to  join  with  the  colony  agents  in  presenting  the  petition  to  the 
king. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o'clock.  ^ 

MONDAY,  July  10,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Information  bein^  given,  that  there  was  a  gentieman  in  town  well  acquainted 
with  the  state  and  disposition  of  the  Indians,  a  motion  was  made  for  introdsc- 
ing  him,  and  he  was  accordingly  introduced  and  examined. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  putting  the  militia 
in  a  proper  state  for  the  defence  of  America,  brought  in  tneir  report,  which 
was  read,  ami  aftet*  debate  referred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

TUESDAY,  July  11,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  was  taken  up  and  read,  and, 
after  some  debate,  the  same  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

On  information  that  there  were  two  companies  of  riflemen  raised  in  Lancaster 
instead  of  one, 

Mesolvedt  Thai  both  be  taken  into  the  continental  service. 

<<  An  address  of  deputies  from  the  different  parishes  of  the  islands  of  Ber- 
muda," to  the  Congress,  was  presented  and 'read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  12, 1775. 

Met  according;  to  adjournment. 

A  gentleman  from  the  province  of  Quebec  was  introduced  and  examined. 
Letters  from  governor  Cooke  and  general  Ward  were  read. 
The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  thct  committee 
on  Indian  affairs,  and  the  same  being  gone  through  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 
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That  tiie  securing  and  preserving  the  fnendship  of  the  Indian  nations,  ap- 
peUrs  to  be  a  subject  of  the  utmost  moment  to  these  colonies. 

That  there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  ihat  administration  will  spare 
no  puns  to  excite  the  several  nations  of  Indians  to  take  up  arms  against  these 
colonies ;  and  it  becomes  us  to  be  very  active  and  vi&^lant  in  exertine  everj 
prudent  means  to  strengthen  and  confirm  the  friendly  disposition  towards  these 
colonies,  which  has  long  prevailed  among  the  northern  tribes,  and  which  has 
been  lately  manifested  by  some  of  those  to  the  southward.  * 

As  the  Indiana  depend  on  the  colonists  for  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing, 
which  are  become  necessary  to  their  subsistence,  that  commis8ionei*s  be  ap- 
pointed by  this  Congress,  to  superintend  Indian  affairs  in  behalf  of  these 
colonies. 

That  there  be  three  departments  of  Indians,  the  northern,  middle  and  south- 
ern. The  northern  to  extend  so  far  south  as  to  include  the  whole  of  the  In- 
dians known  by  the  name  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  all  the  Indians  northward  of 
those  nations.  The  southern  department  to  extend  so  far  north  as  to  include 
the  Cherokees,  and  all  the  Indians  that  may  be  to  the  southward  of  them.  The 
middle  to  contain  the  Indian  nations  that  lie  between  the  other  two  depart- 
ments. 
That  five  commissioners  be  appointed  for  the  southern  department. 
That  for  each  of  the  other  two  departments,  there  be  appointed  three  com- 
missioners. 

That  the  commissioners  have  power  to  treat  with  the  Indians  in  their  res- 
pective departments,  in  the  name,  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  Colonies,  ivL 
order  to  preserve  peace  and  friendship  with  the  said  Indians,  and  to  prevent 
their  taking  any  part  in  the  present  commotions. 

That  the  commissioners  for  the  southern  department,  receive  from  the  con- 
tinental treasury  the  sum  of  ten  tliousand  dollars  ;  the  commissioners  for  the 
middle  and  northern  department,  the  sum  of  six  thousand '  six  hundred  and 
sixty -six  and  two-thirds,  for  each  of  their  respective  departments,  for  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  treaties  and  presents  to  the  Indians. 

That  the  commissioners  respectively  have  power  to  take  to  their  assistance 
gentlemen  of  influence  among  the  Indians,  in  whom  they  can  confide,  and  to 
appoint  agents,  residino:  near  or  among  the  Indians,  to  watch  the  conduct  of 
the  superintendents  and  their  emisaries. 

That  in  case  the  commissioners  for  the  respective  districts,  or  anv  one  of 
them  in  either  district,  shall  have  satisfactory  proof,  that  the  king's  super- 
intendents, their  deputies  or  agents,  or  any  other  person  whatsoever,  are 
;ictive  in  stirring  up  or  inciting  the  Indians  or  any  of  them,  to  bec<Tme  inimical 
to  the  American  colonies,  such  commissioner  or  commissioners,  ought  to  cause 
Kuch  superintendents  or  otlier  offender,  to  be  seized  and  kept  in  safe  custody 
until  order  shall  be  taken  therein  by  a  majority  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
districts  where  such  seizure  is  made,  or  by  the  Continental  Congress,  or  a  com- 
mittee of  said  Congress,  to  whom  such  seizui'e,  with  the  causes  of  it,  shall,  ^ 
soon  as  possible  after,  be  made  known. 

That  the  commissioners  shall  exhibit  fair  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  all 
moneys  by  them  respectively  to  be  received  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  every 
succeeding  Continental  Congress,  or  committee  of  Congress,  together  with  a 
general  state  of  Indian  affairs,  in  tlieir  several  departments ;  in  order  that  the 
colonies  may  beinformed  from  time  to  time,  of  every  such  matter  as  may  con- 
cern them  to  know  and  avail  themselves  of,  for  me  benefit  of  the  common 
cause. 

Tliat  as  there  is  a  seminary  for  the  instruction  of  Indian  youth,  which  has 

been  established  under  the  care  of  doctor  Wheelock,  on  Connecticut  river ; 

and  as  there  are  nine  or  ten  Indian  youths  at  that  school,  chiefly  from  the  tribes 

residing  in  Quebec ;  and  as  for  want  of  a  proper  fund,  there  is  danger  that 
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these  jouths  may  be  sent  back  to  their  friends,  which  will  probably  excite  jea' 

lousy  and  distrust,  and  be  attended  with  bad  consequences,  the  commissioaer^ 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  be  authorized  to  receive  out  of 
the  continental  treasury^  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  ap- 
plied by  them  for  the  support  of  said  Indian  youths. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  devise 
ways  and  means  to  protect  the  trade  of  these  colonies. 

The  following  were  chosen :  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Gadsden,  Mr. 
Deane,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o^clock. 

THURSDAY,  July  13,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  proper  talks  to  the  Indians,  repwted 
tiie  same,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

A  Speech  to  the  Six  Confederate  Nutions.  Mohawks,  Oneklas,  Tufcaroru,  Onondaeas,  C^FUgv. 
Scoekas,  from  the  Twelve  Unitea  Colonies,  ooaveued  in  Council  at  Pliiladelpaia. 

Brothers,  sachems,  and  waIiriors, 

We,  the  delegates  from  the  twelve  United  Provinces,  viz.  New-Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jersej, 
Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  of  New-Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  now  si- 
ting in  general  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  send  this  talk  to  you  our  brotherv 
We  are  sixty-five  in  number,  chosen  and  appointed  by  the  people  througfaoat 
all  these  provinces  and  colonies,  to  meet  ana  sit  together  in  one  great  council, 
to  consult  together  for  the  common  good  of  the  land,  and  speak  and  act  for  ^ 
them. 

Brothers,  in  our  consultation  we  have  judged  it  proper  and  necessary  to  send 
you  this  talk,  as  we  are  upon  the  same  island,  that  you  may  be  inforibed  of  the 
reasons  of  this  great  council,  the  situation  of  our  civil  constitution,  and  our 
disposition  towards  you  our  Indian  brothers  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  allies. 

(Three  Strings,  or  a  small  BeU.) 

Brothers  and  friends,  now  attend, 

W^hen  our  fathers  crossed  the  great  water  and  came  over  to  this  land,  the 
king  of  England  eave  them  a  talk :  assuring  them  that  they  and  their  childrea 
should  be  his  children,  and  that  if  they  would  leave  their  native  country  and 
make  settlements,  and  live  here,  and  buy,  and  sell,  and  trade  with  their  bre- 
thren beyond  the  water,  they  should  still  keep  hold  of  the  same  covenant  chain 
and  enjoy  peace. — And  it  was  covenanted,  that  the  fields,  houses,  goods  aoii 
possesions  which  our  fathers  should  acquire,  should  remain  to  them  as  their  oirn> 
and  be  their  children's  forever,  and  at  their  sole  disposal. 

Trusting  that  this  covenant  should  never  be  broken,  our  fathers  came  agrett 
distance  beyond  the  great  water,  laid  out  their  money  here,  built  houses,'cleared 
fields,  raised  crops,  and  through  their  own  labour  and  industry  grew  tall  and 
strong. 

They  have  bought,  sold  and  traded  with  England .  according  to  agreement, 
sending  to  them  such  things  as  they  wanted,  andtaking  in  exchange  such  things 
as  were  wanted  here. 

The  king  of  England  and  his  people  kept  the  way  open  for  more  than  one 
hundred  years,  and  by  our  trade  became  richer,  and  by  a  union  with  us,  greater 
and  stronger  than  the  other  kings  and  people  who  live  beyond  the  water. 

All  this  time  they  lived  in  great  friendship  with  us,  and  we  with  them ;  for 
we  are  brothers— one  blood. 

Whenever  they  were  struck,  we  instantly  felt  as  thouf^  the  blow  had  been 
given  to  us— >their  enemies  were  our  enemies. 
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Whenever  they  went  to  war,  we  sent  our  men  to  stand  by  their  side  and 
ight  for  them,  and  our  money  to  help  them  and  make  them  strong. 

They  thanked  us  for  our  love,  ana  sent  us  good  talks,  and  renewed  their  pro- 
nise  to  be  one  people  forever. 

Broth Eas  and  friends,  open  a  rind  ear  ! 

We  will  now  tell  you  of  the  quarrel  betwrxt  the  counsellors  of  king  George 
amd  the  inhabitants  and  colonies  of  America. 

Many  of  his  counsellors  are  proud  and  wicked  men.-— They  persuade  the  king 
to  break  the  covenant  chain,  and  not  to  send  usany  moregood  talks.  A  consi- 
ierable  number  have  prevailed  upon  him  to  enter  into  a  new  covenant  against 
IS,  and  have  torn  asunder  and  cast  behind  their  backs  the  good  old  covenant 
wrhich  their  ancestors  and  ours  entered  into,  and  took  strong  hold  of. 

They  now  tell  us  they  will  slip  their  hand  into  our  pocket  without  asking,  as 
though  it  were  their  own ;  ^ana  at  their  pleasure  they  will  take  from  us  our 
charters  or  written  civil  constitution,  which  we  love  as  our  lives-— also  our 
plantations,  our  houses  and  goods  whenever  they  please,  without  asking  our 
leaver — ^That  our  vessels  may  go  to  this  island  in  tne  sea,  but  to  this  or  (hat 
particular  island  we  shall  not  trade  any  more. — And  in  case  of  our  non-com- 
pliance ifith  these  new  orders,  tliey  shut  up  our  harbours. 

Brothers,  this  is  our  present  situation— thus  have  many  of  the  king's  coun 
sellors  and  servants  desut  with  us.— If  we  submit,  or  comply  with  their  demands, 
irou  can  easily  perceive  to  what  state  we  will  be  reduced .-^If  our  people  la* 
iM)ur  on  the  fieldf,  they  will  not  know  whoshall  enjoy  the  crop.-*— If  they  hunt  in 
he  woods,  it  will  be  uncertain  who  shall  taste  of  the  meat  or  have  tlie  skinsi— - 
[f  they  build  houses,  they  will  not  know  whether  they  may  sit  round  the  fire, 
^ith  their  wives  and  children.  They  cannot  be  sure  whether  they  shall  be  per- 
nitted  to  eat,  drink,  and  wear  the  fruits  of  their  own  labour  and  industry. 

Brothers  and  friends  of  the  Six  Nations,  attend. 

We  upon  this  island  have  often  spoke  and  in  treated  the  king  and  his  servants 
:he  counsellors,  that  peace  and  harmony  might  still  continue  between  us— that 
ive  cannot  part  with  or  lose  our  hold  of  the  old  covenant  chain  which  united 
mr  fathers  and  theirs — that  we  want  to  bri^ten  this  chain— and  keep  the 
vay  open  as  our  fathers  did ;  that  we  want  to  live  with  them  as  brothers,  labour^ 
rade,  travel  abroad,  eat  and  drink  in  peace.  We  have  often  asked  them  to 
ove  us  and  live  in  such  friendship  with  us  as  their  fathers  did  witli  ours. 

We  told  them  again  that  we  judged  we  were  exceedingly  injured,  that  they 
light  as  well  kill  us,  as  take  away  our  property  and  the  necessaries  of  life«— 
Ve  have  asked  whj^they  treat  us  thus  ?— .What  has  become  of  our  repeated 
ddresses  and  supplications  to  them  ?  Who  hath  shut  the  ears  of  the  king 
3  the  cries  of  his  children  in  America  ?  No  soft  aitswer— no  pleasant  voice 
rem  beyond  the  water  has  jet  sounded  in  our  ears. 

Brothers,  thus  stands  the  matter  betwixt  old  England  and  America.  You 
ndians  know' how  tilings  are  proportioned  in  a  family — between  the  fifther  and 
ic  son — the  child  carries  a  little  pack— England  we  regard  as  the  father— this 
iland  may  be  compared  to  the  son. 

The  fatner  has  a  numerous  family-*-both  at  home  and  upon  this  island. — He 
ppoints  a  great  number  of  servants  to  assist  him  in  the  government  of  his, 
Liiiily.  In  process  of  time,  some  of  his  servants  grow  proud  and  ill  -natured— ^ 
icy  were  displeased  to  see  the  boy  so  alert  and  walk  so  nimbly  with  his  pack, 
'hey  tell  the  father,  and  advise  him  to  enlarge  the  child's  pack — they  prevail— 
IC  pack  is  increased — the  child  takes  it  up  again — as  he  thoug^it  it  might  be 
le  father's  pleasure-^speaks  but  few  words — those  very  small-^for  he  wa« 
dh  to  oflTenci  the  father.  Those  proud  and  wicked  servants  finding  they  had 
re  vailed,  laughed  to  see  the  boy  ^weat  and  stagger  under  his  increased  load, 
y  and  by,  they  apply  to  the  father  to  double  the  boy's  pack,  because  they  heard 
fm  complain— and  without  any  reasop  said  they— he  is  acro.ss  qhild— correct 
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him  if  he  complains  any  more. — The  boy  iiitreats  the  father—Addresses  the 
great  serv'ants  in  a  decent  manner,  that  the  pack  might  be  listened-— he  could 
not  go  any  farther— humbly  asks,  if  the  old  fathers,  in  any  oftheir  records,  had 
described  such  a  pack  for  the  child — after  all  the  tears  and  entreaties  of  the 
child,  the  pack  is  redoubled — ^the  child  stands  a  little,  while  ataffgering  under 
the  weight — ^readv  to  fall  every  moment.  However  he  entreats  the  fattier  once 
more,  though  so  faint  he  could  only  lisp  out  his  last  humble  supplication — ^waits 
a  while-— no  voice  returns.  The  child  concludes  the  father  could  not  hear— 
those  proud  servants  had  intercepted  his  supplications,  or  stopped  the  ears  of 
the  father.  He  therefore  gives  one  struggle  and  throws  off  the  pack,  and  says 
he  cannot  take  it  up  again — such  a  weight  would  crush  him  down  and  kill  him 
— and  he  can  but  die  if  he  refuses. 

Upon  this,  those  servants  are  very  wroth — and  tell  the  father  many  false 
stories  respecting  the  child — they  bring  a  great  cudgel  to  the  father^  asking 
him  to  take  itin  liis  hand  and  strike  the  child. 

This  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  present  condition  of  the  king's  Americaa 
subjects  or  children. 

Amidst  these  oppressions  we  now  and  then  hear  a  mollifying  and  revivii^ 
voice  from  some  of  the  king's  wise  counsellors,  who  are  our  fnends  and  feel 
for  our  distresses,  when  they  heard  our  complaints  and  our  cries,  they  ^plied 
to  the  king,  also  told  those  wicked  servants,  that  this  child  in  America  was  not 
a  cross  boy,  it  had  sufficient  reason  for  crying,  and  if  the  cause  of  its  com- 
plaint was  neglected,  it  would  soon  assume  the  voice  of  a  man,  plead  for  justice 
like  a  man,  and  defend  its  rights  and  support  the  old  covenant  chain  of  the 
fathers. 

Brothers,  listen! 

Notwithstanding  all  our  entreaties,  we  have  but  little  hope  the  king  will 
send  us  any  more  good  talks,  by  reason  of  his  evil  counsellors ;  they  have 
persuaded  him  to  send  an  army  of  soldiers  and  many  ships  of  war,  to  rob  and 
destroy  us.  They  have  shut  up  many  of  our  harbors,  seized  and  taken  into 
possession  many  of  our  vessels :  the  soldiers  have  struck  the  blow,  killed  some 
of  our  people,  the  blood  now  runs  of  the  American  children :  They  have  also 
burned  our  houses  and  towns,  and  taken  much  of  our  goods. 

Brothers !  We  are  now  necessitated  to  rise,  and  forcikl  to  fight,  or  give  vp 
our  civil  constitution,  run  away  and  leave  our  farms  and  houses  behind  as. 
This  must  not  be.  Since  the  king's  wicked  counsellors  will  not  open  their 
ears,  and  consider  our  just  complaints,  and  the  cause  of  our  weeping,  and  hath 
given  the  blow,  we  are  determined  to  drive  away  the  king's  soldiers,  and  to 
kill  and  destroy  all  those  wicked  men  we  find  in  arms  against  the  peace  of  tbr 
twelve  United  Colonies  upon  this  island.  We  think  our  cause  is  just;  there- 
fore hope  God  will  be  on  our  side.  We  do  not  take  up  the  hatdiet  and  stmegle 
for  honor  and  conquest;  but  to  maintain  our  civil  constitution  and  religioss 
privileges,  the  very  same  for  which  our  forefathers  left  their  native  land  and 
came  to  this  country. 

Brothers  and  friends  ! 

We  desire  you  will  hear  and  receive  what  we  have  now  told  you,  and  that 
you  will  open  a  good  ear  and  listen  to  what  we  are  now  going  to  say.  This  15 
a  family  quarrel  between  us  and  Old  England.  You  Indians  are  not  concerned 
in  it.  We  don't  wish  you  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  the  king's  troops. 
We  desire  you  to  remain  at  home,  and  not  join  on  either  side,  but  keep  the 
hatchet  buned  deep.  In  the  name  and  behalf  of  all  our  people,  we  ask  and 
desire  you  to  love  peace  and  maintain  it,  and  to  love  and  sympathise  with  us 
in  our  troubles ;  that  the  path  may  be  kept  open  with  all  our  people  and  your?« 
to  pass  and  repass,  without  molestation. 

Brothers !  we  live  upon  the  same  ground  with  you.  The  same  island  is  our 
common  birth-place.  We  desire  to  sit  down  under  the  same  tree  of  peace  with 
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you:  let  us  water  its  roots  and  cherish  its  growth,  till  the  large  leaves  and 
flourishing  branches  shall  extend  to  the  setting  sun,  and  reach  the  skies. 

Brothers,  obsertc  well  !  * 

What  is  it  we  have  asked  of  you  P  Nothing  but  peace,  notwithstanding  our 
present  disturbed  situation— ^and  if  application  should  be  made  to  you  bj  an j 
of  the  king's  unwise  and  wicked  ministers  to  join  on  their  side,  we  only  advise 
you  to  deliberate,  with  great  caution,  and  in  your  wisdom  look  forward  to  the 
^nsequences  of  a  compliance.  For,  if  the  icing's  troops  take  away  our  pro- 
perty, and  destroy  us  who  are  of  the  same  blood  with  themselves,  what  can 
you,  who  are  Indians,  expect  from  them  afterwards  P 

Therefore,  we  say,  brothers,  take  care — hold  fast  to  your  covenant  chain. 
You  now  know  our  disposition  towards  you,  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  and 
your  allies.  Let  this  our  good  talk  remain  at  Onondaga,  your  central  council 
nouse.  We  depend  upon  you  to  send  and  acquaint  your  allies  to  the  north- 
ward, the  seven  tribes  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  that  you  have  this  talk  of 
ours  at  the  great  council  fire  of  the  Six  Nations.  And  when  they  return,  we 
invite  your  great  men  to  come  and  converse  farther  with  us  at  Albany,  where 
we  intend  to  re-kindle  the  council  fire,  which  your  and  our  ancestors  sat  round 
in  great  friendship. 

Brothers  and  Friends ! 

We  greet  you  all  farewell. 
{T\it  large  belt  of  intelligence  and  declaration.) 

Brothers!. 

We  have  said  we  wish  you  Indians  may  continue  in  peace  with  one  another, 
and  with  us  the  white  people.  Let  us  both  be  cautious  in  our  behaviour  to- 
wards each  other  at  this  critical  state  of  affairs.  Tliis  island  now  trembles, 
the  wnd  whistles  from  almost  every  quarter-— let  us  fortify  our  minds  and 
shut  our  ears  against  false  rumors— *let  us  be  cautious  what  we  receive  for  truth, 
wnless  spo^n  by  wise  and  good  nien.  If  any  thing  disagreeable  should  ever 
fall  out  between  us,  the  twelve  United  Colonies,  and  yon,  the  Six  Nations,  ia 
wound  our  peace,  let  us  immediately  seek  measures  for  healing  the  breach. 
From  the  present  situation  of  our  affairs,  we  judge  it  wise  and  expedient  to 
kindle  un  a  small  council  fire  at  Albany,  where  we  nay  hear  each  other's  voice, 
and  disclose  our  minds  more  fully  to  each  other* 

(A  small  belt.) 

Ordered,  That  a  similar  talk  be.  prepared  for  the  other  Indian  nations,  pre- 
serving the  tenor  of  the  above,  and  altering  it  so  as  to  suit  the  Indians  in  the 
serersu  departments. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  commissioners  for  Indian 
aiffairs,  and  after  some  oebate,  agreed  that  the  nomination  of  commissioners  for 
the  southern  department  be  postponed  till  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Henry,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  were  unanimously  elected  for 
the  middle  department. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  elect  the  commissioners  for  the  northern 
department,  and  the  tollowins  gentlemen  were  chosen,  viz:  major-general 
Philip  Schuyler,  miyor  Jose]^  Hawley,  Mr.  Turbot  Francis,  Mr.  Oliver 
Wolcott,  and  Mr.  Volkert  P.  Douw. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

{Friday,  JuU^  h,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  militia,  and  after  debate,  the  same  was  referred  for  farther  consideration. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 
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SATURDAY,  July  15,  1775. 

M^t  according  to  adjournment 

On  motion  made,  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  the  government  of  Grtet-Britain  hath  prohibited  the  exportalioii 
of  arms  and  ammunition  to  anj  of  the  plantations,  and  endeavored  to  prevent 
other  nations  from  supplying  us : 

Resolved^  That  for  the  better  furnishing  these  colonies  with  the  necessary 
means  of  defending  their  rights,  every  vessel  importing  g^n-powder,  salt-petre, 
sulphur,  provided  they  bring  with'tne  sulphur  four  tames  as  much  salt-petre, 
brass  field-pieces,  or  good  muskets  fitted  with  bayonets,  within  nine  months 
from  the  date  of  this  resolution,  shall  be  permitted  to  load  and  export  the  pro- 
duce of  these  colonies,  to  the  value  of  such  powder  and  stores  aforesaid,  the 
non -exportation  agreement  notwithstanding ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  tiie 
committees  of  the  several  provinces  to  inspect  the  military  stores  so  imported, 
and  to  estimate  a  generous  price  for  the  same,  according  to  their  goodness,  .and 
pernnit  the  importer  of  such  powder  and  other  military  stores  aforesaid,  to  ex- 
port the  value  thereof  and  no  more,  in  produce  of  any  kind. 

Sundry  intercepted  letters  were  laid  before  the  Congress  and  read. 

The  talk  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  same  being 
debated,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will,  on  Thursday  next,  attend 
divine  service  in  a  body,  both  morning  and  afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Dickinson,  wait  on  Mr.  Duche,  and  Dr. 
Allison,  and  request  Mr.  Duche  to  preach  before  the  Congress  on  Thursday 
next,  in  the  morning,  and  Dr.  Allison  in  the  afternoon.  . 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  July,  17, 1775. 

Met  according  to  adioumment. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  being  laid  before  Congress,  was  read,  and  the 
same  beine  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  a  commissary  of  stores  and  provisions  be  appointed  for  the 
New-York  department,  during  the  present  campaign. 

Walter  Livingston,  esq.  chosen  to  that  office. 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  quarter-master-general  be  appointed  for  the  said 
department. 

Donald  Campbell,  esq.  elected  to  that  office. 

Xhdered,  That  Mr.  D.  Campbell,  have  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  muster-master  be  appointed  for  the  said  department. 

Gunning  Bedford,  esq.  elected  to  that  office. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  of  New- York  be  desired  to  recommend  to 
general  Schuyler,  a  proper  person  for  a  deputy  adjutant-general  or  brigade- 
major,  for  the  army  in  the  New-York  department. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

TUESDAY,  July  18,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment 

The  Congress  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the.  com- 
mittee for  putting  the  militia  into  a  proper  state  for  the  defence  of  America, 
and  the  same  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommend^  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  United  En- 
glish Colonies  in  North- America,  that  all  able  bodied  effective  men,  between 
sixteen  and  fifty  years  of  a^  in  each  colony,  immediately  form  themselves  into 
regular  companies  of  militia,  to  consist  of  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one 
ensign,  four  Serjeants,  four  corporals,  one  clerk^  one  drummeri  one  fifer,  and 
about  sixty-eight  privates. 
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lliat  the  officers  of  each  company  be  chosen  by  the  respective  companies. 

That  each  soldier  be  furnished  with  a  good  musket,  that  will  carry  an  ounce 
ball,  with  a  bayonet,  steel  ramrod,  worm,  priming  wire  and  brush  fitted  thereto, 
a  cutting  sword  or  tomahawk^  a  cartridge-box,  that  will  contain  twenty-three 
rounds  of  cartridges,  twelve  flints  and  a  knapsack. 

That  the  companies  be  formed  into  regiments  or  battalions,  officered  with  a 
Golone;,  lieutenant-colonel,  two  majors,  an  adjutant,  or  quarter-master. 

That  all  officers  above  the  rank  of  a  captain,  be  appointed  by  the  respec- 
tive provincial  assemblies  or  conventions,  or  in  their  recess,  by  the  committees 
of  safety  appointed  by  said  assemblies  or,  conventions. 

That  ajl  officers  be  commissioned  by  the  provincial  assemblies  or  conventions, 
or  in  their  recess  by  the  committees  of  satety  appointed  by  said  assemblies  or 
conventions. 

That  all  the  militia  take  proper  care  to  acquire  military  skill,  and  be  well 
prepared  for  defence  by  being  each  man  provided  with  one  pound  of  good  gun« 
powder,  and  four  pounds  of  ball,  fitted  to  his  gun. 

That  one  fourth  part  of  the  militia  in  every  colony,  be  selected  for  minute 
men,  of  such  persons  as  are  willing  to  enter  into  this  necessary  service,  formed 
into  companies  and  battalions,  and  their  officers  chosen  and  commissioned  as 
aforesaid^  to  be  ready  on  the  shortest  notice,  to  march  to  any  place  where  their 
assistance  may  be  required,  for  th^defence  of  their  own  oi^a  neighboring  colo- 
ny ;  and  as  these  minute  men  may  eventually  be  called  to  action  before  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  are  sumciently  trained,  it  is  recommended  that  a 
more  particular  and  diligent  attention  be  paid  to  their  instruction  in  military 
discipline. 

That  such  of  the  minute  men,  as  desire  it,  be  relieved  by  new  draughts  as 
aforesaid,  from  the  whole  body  of  the  militia,  once  in  four  months. 

As  there  are  some  people,  who,  from  religi6us  principles^  cannot  bear  arms 
in  any  case,  this  Congress  intend  no  violence  to  their  consciences,  but  earnestly 
recommend  it  to  them,  to  contribute  liberally  in  this  time  of  universal  calamity, 
to  the  relief  of  their  distressed  brethren  in  the  several  colonies,  and  to  do  all 
other  seryicesto  their  oppressed  country,  which  they  can  consistently  with  their 
religious*principles. 

Tnat  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  or  conventions  in  the  respective 
colonies  to  provide,  as  soon  as  possible,  sufficient  stores  of  ammunition  for  their 
colonies  ;  also  that  they  devise  proper  means  for  furnishing  with  arms,  such  ef- 
ective  men  as  are  poor  and  unable  to  furnish  themselves. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  colony  to  appoint  a  committee  of  safety,  to 
superintend  and  direct  all  matters  necessary  for  the  security  and  defence  of 
their  respective  colonies,  in  the  recess  of  their  assemblies-  and  conventions. 

That  each  colony,  at  their  own  expense,  make  such  provision  by  armed  ves- 
sels or  otherwise,  as  their  respective  assemblies,  conventions,  or  committees  of 
safety  shall  judge  expedient  and  suitable  to  their  circumstances  and  situations, 
for  the  protection  of  their  harbours  and  navigation  on  their  sea  coasts,  againstjall 
unlawful  invasions,  attacks,  and  depredations,  from  cutlers  and  ships  of  war. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  makers  of  arms  for  the  use  of  the  militia, 
that  they  make  good  substantial  mu^ets,  with  barrels  three  feet  and  a  half  in 
length,  that  will  carry  an  ounce  ball,  and  fitted  with  a  good  bayonet  and  steel 
ram-rod,  and  that  the  making  such  arms  be  encouraged  in  these  United  Colonies. 

Where  in  any  colony  a  militia  is  already  formed  under  regulations  approved 
of  by  the  convention  of  such  colony,  or  by  such  assemblies  as  are  annually 
elective,  we  refer  to  the  discretion'  of  such  convention  or  assembly,  either  to 
adopt  the  foregoing  regulations  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  or  to  continue  their 
former,  as  they,  on  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  shall  think  best* 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  %t  ei^t  o'clock. 

\ 
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WEDNESDAY,  July  19,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  president  laid  before  the  Congress  a  letter  from  the  general,  with  sondij 
papers  enclosed,  which  were  read  and  considered  :  whereupon. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Wilson  apply  to  the  committee  of  the  city  and  liberties 
of  Philadelphia,  and  request  them  to  make  diliffent  enquiry  whiat  quantity  of 
duck,  Russia  sheeting,  tow-clotli,  ozanaburgs  and  ticklenburgs  can  be  procured 
in  this  city,  and  make  return  as  socm  as  possible  to  this  Coneress. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Trumbull  be  commissary-general  of  stores  and  pro?i- 
sions  for  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

ResolvedyJThat  the  appointment  of  a  quarter-master  general,  a  commissary  of 
musters,  and  a  commissary  of  artillery,  be  left  to  general  Washington. 

That  general  Thomas  be  appointed  nrst  brigadier-general  in  the  amay  of  the 
United  Colonies,  m  the  room  of  general  Pomeroy,  who  never  acted  under  the 
commission  sent  to  him,  and  that  general  Thomas's  commission  bear  the  same 
date  tliat  general  Pomeroy's  did. 

That  it  be  left  to  general  Washington,  if  he  thinks  fit,  to  appoint  tiire||  bri- 
gade-majors, and  commission  them  accordingly. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  the  method  of  establiahing 
an  hospital. 

The  committee  chosen  are,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Middleton* 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  colonies  of  New -Hampshire,  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut,  to  complete  the  deficiencies  in  the  rai- 
ments belonging  to  their  respective  colonies,  retained  by  the  general  in  mt 
continental  army  before  Boston. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  colony  of  Rhode-Island,  to  complete  and 
send  forward  to  the  camp  before  Boston,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  three  hundred 
and  sixty  men,  lately  voted  by  their  general  assembly. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  to  complete  and 
send  forward  to  the  camp  before  Boston,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  fourteen  hun- 
dred fnen  lately  voted  by  their  general  assembly. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  t#  bring  in  an 
estimate  of  the  expenses,  incurred  by  the  votes  and  resolves  of  this  Congress. 

Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Cushing  chosen. 

Agreed,  That  the  Confess  meet  at  this  place  to-morrow,  and  from  this  place 
go  in  a  body  to  attend  divine  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  nomination  of  three  of  the  commissioners  for  Indiaa 
affairs,  in  the  southern  department,  be  left  to  the  council  of  safety,  appointed  by 
the  colony  of  South-Carolina.  ^ 

That  ^lr.  John  Walker,  of  Virsinia,  be  appmnted  one  of  the  commissiottert 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  southern  department. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  half  past  nine  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  July  20,  1775,  half  aJUrnine,  A.  M. 

An  express  arriving  with  despatches  from  general  Schuyler,  the  same  were 
read. 

A  letter  was  alsoreceive<l  from  the  convention  of  Geoi^a,  and  read,  setting 
forth,  that  that  colony  had  acceded  to  the  general  association,  and  appointed 
delegates  to  attend  this  Congress. 

Adioumed  till  one  o'clock,  P.  M. 

P.  M.  met  according  to  adjournment. 
,  The  despatches  from  general  Schuyler  being  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  empowered  to  dispose  of  and  employ 
all  the  troops  in  the  New-York  department,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  tiiink 
best  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  these  colofties,  Ac  tribes  of  Indians  in 
friendship  and  amity  with  us,  and  most  effectually  to  promote  the  general  in- 
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terest,  atill  pursuing,  if  in  his  power,  the  former  orders  from  this  Congress* 
and  subject  to  the  future  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

FRIDAY,  July  21.  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica, 
having  brouffht  in  a  draught,  the  same  was  read. 

OrSered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 
brought  in  a  draught : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Bache,  Mr.  Stephen  Paschall,  and  Mr.  M.  Hill^as,b^ 
appointed  to  superintend  the  press,  and  to  have  the  oversight  and  care  ofprint- 
ing  the  bills  of  credit  ordered  to  be  struck  by  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Willie  Jones,  of  North-Carolina,  be  the  fifth  co'mmis* 
sioner  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  southern  department. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  tht 
whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  America,  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that 
tnej  had  come  to  certain  reiioUtions,  which  he  read,  and  then  desired  lea;ire  to 
sit  again. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  wap  and  means  to  protect  the  trade  of 
these  colonies,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Congress  then  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  qf  the  whole,  and  after  some  debate, 

Resolved,  That  such  a  body  of  troops  be  kept  up  in  the  Massachusetts-Baji 
as  general  Washington  shall  think  necessary,  provided  they  do  not  exceed 
twenty-two  thousand  men. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  d'clock. 

SATURDAY,  July  22,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adiournment* 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  the  Congress  took  into  consideration 
the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  dcYise  ways  and  means  to  protect 
the  trade  of  these  colonies,  and  after  some  debate,  the  farther  consideration  of 
it  was  postponed  to  a  future  day. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Lee,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration,  and  report  on  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  commons;  Feb.  20,  1775,  commonly  called  lord 
North's  motion. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o'clock. 

Monday  being  spent  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

TUESDAY,  July  25, 1775. 

Met^according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  for  that  purpose  appointed,  brought  in  their  report  for  estab- 
lishing an  hospital,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  ways  and  means.of  establishing  a 
post,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  considered 
to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  their  opinion  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  commons,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and 
•rdered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  meml^rs. 
Vol.  I.  16 
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The  Con8;re8S  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  address  to  the  assem- 
bly of  Jamaica,  and  the  same  being  debated  bj  paragraphs^  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

Mr.  speaker,  and  gentlemen  of  the  assembly  of  Jamaica^ 

We  would* think  ourselves  deficient  in  our  duty,  if  we  suflfered  this  Con- 
gress  to'  pass  over,  without  expressing  our  esteem  for  the  assembly  of  Jamaica. 
Whoever  attends  to  the  conduct  of  those  who  have  been  entrusted  with  the 
administration  of  British  affairs,  during  these  last  twelve  years,  will  discover  in 
it,  a  deliberate  plan  to  destroy,  in  every  part  of  the  empire,  the  free  constitu- 
tion, for  which  Britain  has  been  so  long  and  so  justly  famed.  With  a  dexterity, 
artful  and  wicked,  they  have  varied  the  modes  of  attack,  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent characters  and  circumstances  of  those  whom  they  meant  to  reduce.  In 
the  East-Indies,  where  the  effeminacy  of  the  inhabitants  promised  an  easy  con- 

Suest,  they  thought  it  unnecessary  to  veil  their  tyrannic  principles  under 
le  thinnest  disguise.  Without  deigning  even  to  pretend  a  justification  of 
their  conduct,  they  sacrificed  the  lives  of  millions  to  the  gratification  of  their 
insatiable  avarice  and  lust  of  power.  In  Britain,  where  the  maxims  of  freedom 
were  still  known,  but  where  luxury  and  dissipation  had  diminished  the  wonted 
reverence  for*  them,  the  attack  has  been  carried  on  in  a  more  secret  and  indi- 
rect manner :  Corruption  has  been  employed  to  undermine  them.  The  Ame* 
ricans  are  not  enervated  by  effeminacy,  like  the  inhabitants  of  India ;  nor 
debauched  by  luxury,  like  those  of  Great-Britain:  It  was,  therefore, judged 
improper  to  assail  them  by  bribery,  or  by  undisguised  force.  Plausible  systems 
were  formed ;  specious  pretences  were  made  :  All  the  arts  of  sophistry  were 
tried  to  shew  that  the  British  'ministry  had  by  law  a  right  to  enslave  us.  The 
first  and  best  maxims  of  the  constitution,  venerable  to  Britons  and  to  Ameri- 
cans, were  perverted  and  profaned.  '  The  power  of  parliament,  derived  from 
the  people,  to  bind  the  people,  was  extended  over  those  from  whom  it  was  never 
derived.  It  is  asserted,  that  a  standing  army  may  be  constitutionally  kept 
among  us,  without  our  consent*  Those  principles,  dishonorable  to  those  who 
adopted  them,  and  destructiye  to  those  to  whom  they  were  applied,  were  ne- 
irertheless  carried  into  execution  by  the  foe9  of  liberty  and  of  mankind.  Acts 
of  parliament,  ruinous  to  America,  and  unserviceable  to  Britain,  were  made  to 
bind  us ;  armies,  maintained  by  the  parliament,  were  sent  over  to  secure  their 
operation.  The  power,  however,  and  the  cunning  of  our  adversaries,  were 
alike  unsuccessful.  We  refused  to  their  parliaments  an  obedience,  which  our 
judgments  disapproved  of:  We  refused  to  their  armies  a  submission,  which 
spirits  unaccustomed  to  slavery,  could  not  brook. 

But  while  we  spumed  a  disgraceful  subjection,  we  were  far  from  running 
into  rash  or  seditious  measures  of  opposition.  Filled  with  sentiments  of  loyalty 
to  our  sovereign^  and  of  affection  and  respect  for  our  fellow-subjects  in  Bntaio, 
we  petitioned,  we  supplicated,  we  expostulated :  Our  prayers  were  rejected;— 
our  remonstrances  were  disregarded ;-— our  grievances  were  accumulated.*  All 
this  did  not  provoke  us  to  violence. 

An  appeal  to  the  justice  and  humanity  of  those  who  had  injured  us,  and  who 
were  bound  to  redress  our  iniuries,  was  ineffectual :  we  next  resolved  to  make 
an  appeal  to  their  interest,  tnough  by  doing  so,  we  knew  we  must  sacrifice  crar 
own,  and  (which  gave  us  equal  uneasiness)  that  of  our  friends,  who  had  never 
offended  us,  and  who  were  connected  with  us  by  a  sym^pathy  of  feelings,  under 
oppressions  similar  to  our  own.  We  resolved  to  give  up  our  commerce  that 
we  might  preserve  our  liberty.  We  flattered  ourselves,  that  when,  by  withdraw- 
ins  our  commercial  intercourse  with  Britab,  which  we  had  an  undoubted  right 
eimer  to  withdraw  or  continue,  her  trade  should  be  diminished,  her  revenues 
impaired,  and  her  manufactures  unemployed,  our  ministerial  foes  would  be  in- 
duced by  interest,  or  compelled  by  necessity,  to  depart  from  tlie  plan  of  ij- 
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ranny  Avhich  thej  had  so  long  pursued,  and  to  substitute  in  its  place,  a  system 
more  compatible  with  the  freedom  of  America,  and  justice  of  Britain.  That 
this  scheme  of  non-importation  and  non-exportation  might  be  |>roductive  of  the 
desired  effects,  we  were  obliged  to  include  the  islands  in  it.  From  this  ne- 
cessity, and  from  this  necessity  alone,  has  our  conduct  towards  them  proceeded. 
By  converting  your  sugar  plantations  into  ^fields  of  grain,  you  can  supply  your- 
selves, with  me  necessaries  of  life :  While  the  present  unhappy  struggle  shall 
continue,  we  cannot  do  more. 

But  why  should  we  make  any  apology  to  the  patriotic  assembly  of  Jamaica, 
who  know  so  well  the  value  of  liberty ;  who  are  so  sensible  of  the  extreme  dan- 
ger to  which  ours  is  exposed ;  and  who  foresee  how  certainly  the  destruction  of 
ours  must  be  followed  by  the  destruction  of  dieir  own  ? 

We  receive  uncommon  pleasure  from  observing  the  principles  of  our  righte- 
ous  opposition  distin^ished  by  your  approbation  :  We  feel  the  warmest  gra- 
titude fur  your  pathetic  mediation  in  our  behalf  with  the  crown.  It  was  indeed 
unavailing — but  are  you  to  blame  ?  Mpurnful  experie&ce  tells  us  that  petitions 
are  often  rejected,  while  the  sentiments  and  conduct  of  the  petitioners  entitle 
what  they  offer  to  a  happier  fate. 

That  our  petitions  have  been  treated  with  disdain,  is  now  become  the  small- 
est part  of  our  complaint :  Ministerial  insolence  is  lost  in  ministerial  barbarity. 
It  has,  by  an  exertion  peculiarly  ingenious,  procured  thosq  very  measures, 
which  it  laid  us  under  tne  hard  necessity  of  pursuing,  to  be  stigmatized  in 
parliament  as  rebellious :  It  has  employed  additional  fleets  and  armies  for  the 
infamous  purpose  of  compelling  us  to  abandon  them  :  It  has  plunged  us  in  all 
the  horrors  and  calamities  of  xivil  war :  It  has  caused  the  treasure  and  blood 
of  Britons  (formerly  shed  and  expended  for  far  other  ends)  to  be  spilt  and 
wasted  in  the  execrable  design  of  spreading  slavery  over'  British  America : 
It  will  not,  however;  accomplish  its  aim :  In  the  worst  of  contingencies,  a 
choice  will  still  be  left,  which  it  never  can  prevent  us  from  making. 

The  peculiar  situation  of  your  island  forbids  your  assistance.  But  we  have 
your  good  wishes.  From  the  good  wishes  of  the  friends  of  liberty  and  mankind, 
we  shall  always  derive  consolation. 

Ordered,  That  a /air  copy  be  made  out,  to  be  signed  by  the  president,  and 
transmitted  by  the  nrst  opportunity. 

The  Congress  then,  resuming  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
came  to  tlie  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  a  body  of  forces  not  exceeding  five  thousand,  be  kept  up  in  the 
Xew-York  department,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  that  part  of  America,  and 
for  securing  the  lakes,  and  protecting  the  frontiers  from  incursions  o/invasions. 

That  a  farther  sum,  amounting  to  the  value  of  one  million  of  Spanish  milled 
dollars,  be  struck  in  bills  of  thirty  dollars  each. 

As  the  signing  so  great  a  number  of  bills  as  has  been  directed  to  be  issued 
1>y  this  Congi*ess,  will  require  more  time  than  the  members  can  possibly  devote 
to  that  business,  consistent  with  the  attention  due  to  the  public  service, 

Res«ilved,T\iKi  tlie  following  ^ntlemen  be  appointed  and  fully  authorized  to 
sign  the  same,  viz.  Luke  Morns,  Samuel  Meredith,  Judah  Foulke,  Samuel 
Morris,  Frederick  Kuhl,  Robert  Strettle  Jones,  Thomas  Coombe,  Ellis  Lewis, 
John  Mease,  Thomas  Lawrence,  Daniel  Clymer,  John  Maxwell  Nesbit,  Thomas 
Barclay ,;John  Bayard,  William  Craig,  Thomas  Bartow,  John  Shee,  Isaac  Hazle- 
horst,  Robert  Roberts,  Anthony  Morris,  Mordecai  Lewis,  George  Mifflin, 
Robert  Tuckniss,  Andrew  Bunner,  William  Jackson,  Joseph  Sims,  James 
Milligan,  and  James  Reed. 

That  each  of  tlie  continental  bills  be  numbered  and  signed  by  two  of  the 
above  gentlemen. 

That  .each  gentleman  who  signs  the  continental  bills,  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  continental  treasury,  one  dollar  and  one-third  of  a  dollar  for  each 
and  every  thousand  bills  signed,  and  numbered  by  him. 
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That  the  Kentlemen  appointed  to  number  and  sign  the  bills^  do  give  their 
receipts  for  me  same,  expressing  the  number  and  denomination  of  tbem  ;  and 
after  numbering  and  signing  them,  shall  deliver  the  f>ame  to  the  Gontineiital 
treasurers,  taking  their  receipts  for  the  bills  so  delivered. 

On  motion,  Solved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  J.  Rut- 
ledge,  with  the  secretary,  be  a  committee  to  revise  the  journal  of  this  Congress, 
ana  prepare  it  for  the  press. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  26. 1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  for  establishing  a  post ;  and  the  same  being  debated,  was  agreed  to 
as  follows  : 

That  a  post-master  general  be  appointed  for  the  United  Colonies,  who  shall 
hold  his  office  at  Philadelphia,  ana  shall  be  allowed  a  salary  of  one  thousand 
dollars  per  annum  for  himself,  and  three  hundred  and  forty  dollars  per  annum 
for  a  secretary  and  comptroller,  with  power  to  appoint  such,  and  so  maay  depu- 
ties as  to  him  may  seem  proper  and  necessary. 

That  a  line  of  posts  oe  appointed  under  the  direction  of  the  |>08t-inaster 
general,  from  Falmouth  in  New-England  to  Savannah  in  Georgia,  with  as  niany 
cross  posts  as  he  shall  think  fit. 

That  the  allowance  to  the  deputies  in  lieu  of  salary  and  all  continent  ex- 
penses, shall  be  twenty  per  centum  on  the  sums  they  collect  and  pay  into  the 
general  post-office  annually,  when  the  whole  is  under  or  not  exceeding  one 
tnousand  dollars,* and  ten  per  centum  for  all  sums  above  one  thousand  dollars 
a  year. 

That  the  several  deputies  account  quarterly  with  the  general  post-office,  and 
the  post-master  general  annually  with  the  "continental  treasurers,  when  be 
shall  pay  into  the  receipt  of  the  said  treasurers,  the  profits  of  tlie  post-office; 
and  it  the  necessary  expense  of  this  establishment  should  exceed  the  pro- 
duce of  it,  the  deficiency  shall  be  made  good  by  the  United  Colonies,  and  paid  to 
the  post-master  genei*al  by  the  continental  treasurers. 

pn  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  post-master  gen- 
eral to  establish  a  weekly  post  to  South-Carolina. 

That  it  be  left  to  the  post-master  general  to  appoint  a  secretary  and  comp- 
troller. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  post-master  general  for 
one  year,  and  until  another  is  appointed  by  a  future  Congress,  when  Benjamin 
Franklin,  esq.  was  unanimously  chosen. 

Adjourned  till  to  morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  JttZy  27,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  esta- 
blishing an  hospital  for  tlie  army,  and  the  same  being  debated,  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

That  for  the  establishment  of  an  hospital  for  an  army,  consisting  of  twenty 
thousand  men,  the  following  officers  and  other  attendaats  be  appointed,  with 
the  following  allowance  or  pay,  viz. 

One  director-general  and  chief  .physician,  his  pay  per  day,  foUr  dollars. 

Four  surgeons,  each  ditto,  one  and  one  third  of  a  dollar. 

One  ap6thecary,  ditto,  one  and  one  third  of  a  dollar. 

Twenty  surgeons'  mates,  each  ditto,  two  tliirds  of  a  dollar. .  • 

One  clerk,  ditto,  two  thirds  of  a  dollar. 

Two  store-keepers,  each  four  dollars  per  month. 
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One  nurse  to  every  ten  gick»  one  fifteenth  of  a  dollar  per  day,  or  two  doUara 
per  month. 
Labourers  occasionally.  • 

Thiedatjr  of  the  nbove  ofRcen  t 

The  director  to  furnish  medicines,  bedding  and  all  other  necessaries,  to  pay 
for  the  same,  superintend  the  whole,  and  make  his  report  to,  and  receive  or- 
ders from  the  commander  in  chief. 

Sai^eons,  apothe-  7  To  visit  and  attend  the  sick,  and  the  mates  to  obey  thfe 
cary  and  mates,  S  orders  of  the  physicians,  sui^eons  and  apotliecary. 

Matron.    To  superintend  the  nurses,  bedding,  £c. 

Nurses.    To  attend  the  sick,  and  obey  the  matron's  orders. 

Clerk.    To  keep  accounts  for  the  director  and  store  keepers. 

Store-keeper.  To  receive  and  deliver  die  bedding  and  other  necessaries 
by  order  of  the  director. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  hospital, 
when 

Benjamin  Church  was  unanimously  elected  to  be  director  of,  and  physician 
in,  the  hospital. 

Sesohea,  That  the  appointment  of  the  four  surgeons  and  the  apothecary  be 
left  to  doctor  B.  Churcn. 

That  the  mates  be  appointed  by  the  surgeons. 

That  the  number  of  mates  do  not  exceed  twenty. 

That  the  number  be  not  kept  in  constant  pay,  unless  the  sick  and  wounded 
should  be  so  numerous  as  to  require  the  attendance  of  twenty,  and  to  be  di- 
minished as  circumstances  will  admit;  for  which  purpose,  the' pay  is  fixed  by 
the  day,  that  they  may  only  receive  pay  for  actual  service. 

That  one  clerk,  two  store-keepers,  and  one  nurse  to  evey  ten  sick,  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  director. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  pay-master  give  bond,  with  two  sure- 
ties, in  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
office. 

That  the  bond  be  made  payable  to  the  same  persons,  to  whom  the  bonds  of 
the  continental  treasurers  are  payablec 

James  Warren,  esq.  was  then  unanimously  elected  pay-master  general. 

Resolved,  That  the  paymaster  in  the  New- York  department  g^ve  bond  to  the 
same  persons  as  above:  directed,  with  two  sureties,  in  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  office. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

FRIDAY  Jtdy  28,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordetedy  That  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  prepare  the  form  of  bonds 
for  the  continental  treasurers  to  execute. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  pay-master  for  the  forces 
in  the  New-York  department,  when  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  was  unani- 
mously elected  to  that  office. 

The  address  to  the  people  of  Ireland  being  again  read  by  paragraphs,  was 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

To  Uie  people  of  Ireland.  From  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  United  Colonies  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, MMsaebitaetts-Bay,  Rhode- island,  and  Providence  Plantations, Conurcticut,  Neu-Vork, 
New-Jert^,  FenntjriTania,  the  lower  oounties  on  Uelaware,  Mar>'Iand,  Viipnia,  North-Caioliua, 
and  South-Uarolina,  m  general  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  the  10th  of  Ma>,  177 i. 

F&IKKDS   AND  ri&LLOW-SUBJEOTS  ! 

As  the  important  contest,  into  which  we  have  been  driven,  is  now  become  in- 
teresting to  every  European  state,  and  particularly  aftects  the  members  of  the 
British  empirOj  we  think  it  our  dnty  to  address  you  on  the  subject.    We  are 
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desii^us,  as  is  natural  to  injured  innocence,  of  possessing  the  (pod  opinion  of 
the  virtuous  and  humane.  We  are  peculiarly  oesirous  (h  furmshii^you  widi 
a  true  state  of  our  motives  and  objects ;  the  better  to  enable  joa  to  judge  of 
our  conduct  with  accuracy,  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  controyenj  widi 
impartiality  and  Decision. 

However  increaible  it  may  appear,  that,  at  this  enlightened  period,  the  lea« 
ders  of  a  nation,  which  in  every  age  has  sacrificed  hecatombs  of  her  bravest 
patriots  on  the  altar  of  liberty,  should  presume  gravely  to  assert,  and,  bj  fcn-ce 
of  arms,  attempt  to  establish  an  arbitrary  sway  over  the  lives,  liberties,  and 
property  of  their  fellow-subjects  in  America,  it. is,  nevertheless,  a  most  deplo* 
rable  and  indisputable  truth. 

-  These  colonics  have,  from  the  time  of  their  first  settlement,  for  near  two 
centuries,  peaceably  enjoyed  those  very  rights,  of  which  the  ministry  have, 
for  ten  years  past,  endeavoured,  by  fraud  and  by  violence,  to  deprive  them. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  last  war,  the  genius  of  England  and  the  spirit  of 
wisdom,  as  if  offended  at  the  uno;rateful  treatment  of  their  sons,  withdrew 
from  the  British  councils,  and  left  that  nation  a  prey  to  a  race  of  ministers,  with 
whom  ancient  English  honesty  and  benevolence  disdained  'to  dwell.  From 
that  period,  jealousy,  discontent,  oppression  and  discord  have  raced  among  all 
his  majesty's  subjects ;  and  filled  every  part  of  his  dominions  with  distress  and 
complaint. 

'  Not  content  with  our  purchasing  of  Britain,  at  her  own  price,  clothing  and 
a  thousand  other  articles  used  by  near  three  millions  of  people  on  this  vast 
continent;  not  satisfied  with  the  amazing  profits  arising  (Vom  the  monopoly  of 
our  trade,  without  giving  us  either  time  to  breathe  after  a  long,  though  ^lonofis 
war,  or  the  least  credit  for  tlic  blood  and  treasure  we  have  expended  in  it;  not* 
withstanding  the  zeal  wc  had  manifested  for  the  service  of  our  sovereign,  and 
the  warmest  attachment  to  the  constitution  of  Britain  and. the  people  of  En- 
gland, a  black  and  horrid  design  was  formed,  to  convert  us  from  freemen  into 
slaves,  from  subjects  into  vassals,  and  from  friends  into  enemies. 

Taxes,  for  the  first  time  since  we  landed  on  the  American  shores,  were,  with- 
out our  consent,  imposed  upon  us ;  an  unconstitutional  edict  to  compel  us  to 
furnish  necessaries  for  a  standing  army,  that  we  wished  to  see  dieibanded,  was 
issued ;  and  the  legislature  of  New-York  suspended  for  refusing  to  comply 
with  it.  Our  ancient  and  inestimable  right  of  trial  by  Jury  was,  m  many  m- 
stances,  aboli^ed ;  and  the  common  law  of  the  land  made  to  give  place  to 
admiralty  jurisdictions.  Judges  were  rendered,  by  the  tenure  of  their  com* 
missions,  entirely  dependent  on  the  will  of  a  mmister.  New  crimes  were 
arbitrarily  created :  and  new  courts,  unknown  to  the  constitution,  instituted 
Wicked  and  insidious  governors  have  been  set  over  us ;  and  dutiful  petitions, 
for  the  removal  of  even  the  notoriously  infamous  governor  lIutchinson»  were 
branded  with  the  opprobrious  appellation  of  scandalous  and  de&matory.  Hardy 
attempts  have  been  made,  under  colour  of  parliamez^tary  authority,  to  seize 
Americans,  and  carry  tliem  to  Great-Britain  to  be  tried  for  offences  committed 
in  the  colonies  .Ancient  charters  have  no  longer  remained  sacred ;  that  of  the 
Massachusetts-Bay  was  violated ;  and  their  form  of  government  essentially 
mutilated  and  transformed.    On  pretence  of  punishing  a  violation  of  some 

Srivate  property,  committed  by  a  few  disguised  individuals,  the  populous  and 
ourishing  town  of  Boston  -  was  surrounded  by  fleets  and  armies;  its  trade 
destroyed;  its  port  blocked  up;  and  thii*ty  thousand  citizens  subjected  to  all 
the  miseries  attending  so  sudden  a  convulsion  in  their  commercial  metropolis ; 
and,  to  remove  every  obstacle  to  the  rigorous  execution  of  this  system  of  op- 
pression, an  act  of  parliament  was  passed  evidently  calculated  to  indemnify 
those,  who  might,  in  the  prosecution  of  if,  even  embme  their  hands  in  thV 
blood  of  the  inhabitants. 

Though  pressed  by  such  an  accumulation  ofundesemU  injuries,  Americm 
still  remembered  her  duty  to  her  sovereign.    A  Congress,  consisting  of  depn- 
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ties  from  twelve  United  Colonies,  assembled.    Thej,  in  the  most  respectful 


loping,  by  this  pea< 

.of  opposition,  to  obtain  that  justice  from  the  British  ministry  which  had  been 
60  long  solicited  in  vain.  And  here  permit  us  to  assure  you,  that  it  was  with 
the  utmost  reluctance  we  could  prevail  upon  ourselves,  to  cease  our  commercial 
connexion  with  your  island.  Your  parliament  had  done  us  no  wrong.  You 
had  ever  been  friendly  to  the  rights  of  mankind  ;  and  we  acknowledge,  with 
pleasure  and  gratitude,  that  your  nation  has  produced  patriots,  who  have  nobly 
distinguished  themselves  in  tne  cause  of  humanity  and  America.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  were  not  ignorant  that  the  labour  and  manufactures  of  Ireland,  like 
those  of  the  silk-worm,  were  of  little  moment  to  herself;  but  served  only  to 
give  luxury  to  those  who  neither  toil  nor  spin.  We  perceived  that  if  w^  con- 
tinued our  commerce  with  you,  our  agreement  not  to  import  from  Britain  would 
be  fruitless,  and  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  adopt  a  measure,  to  which  no- 
thing but  absolute  necessity  would  have  reconciled  us.  It  ^ave  us,  however, 
some  consolation  to  reflect,  that  should  it  occasion  much  distress,  the  fertile 
regions  of  America  would  afford  you  a  safe  assylum  from  poverty,  and,  in  time» 
from  oppression  also;  an  assylum,  in  which  many  thousands  of  your  country- 
men have  found  hospitality,  peace,  and  afiluence,  and  become  united  to  us  by 
all  the  ties  of  consanguinity,  mutual  interest,  and  affection.  Nor  did  Congress 
stop  here :  Flattered  by  a  pleasing  expectation,  that  the  justice  and  humanity 
which  had  so  lone  characterized  the  English  nation,  wouid,  on  proper  applica- 
tion, afford  us  relief,  they  represented  their  grievances  in  an  affectionate  ad- 
dress to  their  brethren  in  Britain,  and  intreated  their  aid  and  interposition  in 
behalf  of  these  colonies. 

The  more  fully  to  evince  their  respect  for  their  sovereign,  the  unhappy  peo- 
ple of  Boston  were  requested  by  the  Congress  to  submit  with  patience  to  their 
fate  ;  and  all  America  united  in  a  resolution  to  abstain  from  every  species  of 
violence.  During  this  period,  that  devoted  town  suffered  unspeakably.  Its 
inhabitants  were  insulted  and  their  property  violated.  Still  relying  on  the 
clemency  and  justice  of  his  majesty  and  the  nation,  they  permitted  a  ^w  regi- 
ments to  take  possession  of  their  town,  to  surround  it  with  fortifications ;  and 
to  cut  oflf  all  intercourse  between  them  and  their  friends  in  the  country. 

With  anxious  expectation  did  all  America  wait  the  event  of  their  petition-— 
All  America  laments  its  fate.  Their  prince  \iras  deaf  to  their  complaints :  and 
vain  were  all  attempts  to  impress  him  vrith  a  sense  of  the  sufferings  of  his  Ame^ 
rican  subjects^  of  tne  cruelty  of  their  task-masters,  and  of  the  man^  plagues 
which  impended  over  his  dominions.  Instead  of  directions  for  a  candid  enquiry 
into  our  grievances,  insult  was  added  to  oppression ;  and  our  Ions  forbearance 
rewarded  with  the  imputation  of  cowardice.  Our  trade  with  foreign  states 
was  prohibited ;  and  an  act  of  parliament  passed  to  prevent  our  even  fishing 
on  CNir  own  coasts.  Our  peaceable  assemblies,  for  the  purpose  of  consult- 
ing the  common  safety,  were  declared  seditious ;  and  our  asserting  the  very 
rights  which  placed  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  on  the  heads  of  the  three  suc- 
cessive princes  of  the  house  of  Hanover,  stiled  rebellion.  Orders  were  given 
to  reinforce  the  troops  in  America.  The  wild  and  barbarous  savages  of  the 
wilderness  have  been  solicited,  by  gifts,  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  us ; 
and  instigated  to  deluge  our  setilement^^  with  the  blood  of  innocent  and  de- 
fenceless women  and  children.'  The  whole  country  was,  moreover,  alarmed 
with  tlie  horrors  of  domestic  insurrections.  Refinements  in  parental  cruelty, 
at  which  the  genius  of  Britain  must  blush !  Refinements  which  admit  not  of 
being  even  recited  without  horror,  or  practised  without  infamy !  We  should 
be  happy,  were  these  dark  machinations  the  mere  suggestions  of  suspicion.  We 
are  sorry  to  declare,  that  we  are  possessed  of  the  most  authentic  and  indubi- 
table evidence  of  their  realitr. 
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The  ministry,  bent  on  pulling  down  the  pillars  of  the  constitution,  endea- 
voured to  erect  the  standard  of  despotism  in  America ;  and  if  auccessfuU  Bii* 
tain  and  Ireland  may  shudder  at  the  consequences ! 

Three  of  th^ir  most  experienced  generals  are  sent  to  wage  war  with  thdr 
fellow-subjects  :  and  America  is  amazed  to  find  the  name  of  Howe  in  tlie  cata- 
logue of  her  enemies :  She  loved  his  brotlier. 

Despairing. of  dri vine  the  colonists  to  resistance  bj  any  other  means  than 
actual  nostihty,  a  detachment  of  the  army  at  Boston  marched  into  the  conntij 
in  all  the  array  of  war ;  and,  unprovoked,  fired  upon,  and  killed  several  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  neighbouring  farmers  suddenly  assembled,  and  repelled  the 
attack.  From  this,  dl  communication  between  the  town  and  country  wis 
intercepted.  The  citizens  petitioned  the  general  for  permission  to  leave  the 
town,  and  he  promised,  on  surrendering  their  arms,  to  permit  them  to  depart 
with  their  other  effects.  They  accordingly  surrendered  their  arms,  and  the 
general  violated  his  faith.  Under  various  pretences,  passports  were  delayed 
and  denied  ;  and  many  thousands  of  the  innabitants  are,  at  this  day,  confined 
in  the  town,  in  the  utmost  wretchedness  and  want.  The  lame,  the  blind,  and 
the  sick,  have  indeed,  been  turned  out  into  the  neidibouring  fields ;  and  dome, 
eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  centries,  have  escaped  from  the  town,  by  swimming 
to  the  adjacent  shores. 

The  war  having  thus  began  on  the  part  of  general  Gage's  troops,  the  country 
^rmed  and  embodied.  The  reinforcements  from  Ireland  soon  after  arriTed ;  a 
vigorous  attack  was  then  made  upon  the  provincials.  In  their  march,  the 
troops  surrounded  the  town  of  Charlestown,  consisting  of  about  four  hundred 
houses,  then  recently  abandoned  to  escape  the  fury  of  a  relentless  soldiery. 
Having  plundered  tiie  houses,  they  set  fire  to  the  town,aqd  reduced  it  to  ashes. 
To  this  wanton  waste  of  property.  Unknown  to  civilized  nations,  ther  were 
proiQpted  the  better  to  conceal  their  approach  under  cover  of  the  smoke.  A 
shocking  mixture  of  cowardice  and  cruelty,  which  then  first  tarnished  the  lustre 
of  tlie  British  arms,  when  aimed  at  a  brother's  breast !  But,  blessed  be  God,  they 
were  restrained  from  committing  further  ravages,  by  the  loss  of  a  verj  comi* 
derablc  part  of  their  army,  including  many  of  tiieir  most  experienced  officeis. 
The  loss  of  the  inhabitants  was  inconsiderable. 

Compelled,  therefore,  to  behold  thousands  of  our  countrymen  imprisoned,  and 
men,  wQmen  and  children  involved  in  promiscuous  and  unmerited  misery! 
When  we  find  all  faith  at  an  end,  and  sacred  treaties  turned  into  tricks'of 
state ;  when  we  perceive  our  friends  and  kinsmen  massacred,  our  habttatiens 
plundei'ed,  our  houses  in  flames,  and  tlieir  once-happy  inhabitants  fed  only  by 
the  hand  of  charity ;  who  can  blame  us  for  endeavouring  to  restrain  the  pro- 
gress of  desolation?  who  can  censure  our  repelling  the  attacks  of  such  a  baiha- 
Tous  band  ?  who,  in  such  circumstances,  would  not  obey  the  great,  the  univer- 
sal, the  divine  law  of  self-preservation  ? 

'IHiou^h  vilified  as  wanting  spirit,  we  are  determined  to  behave  like  men — 
though  insulted  and  abused,  we  wish  for  reconciliation — though  defamed  as 
seditious,  we  are  ready  to  obey  the  laws— *aud  though  charged  with  rebellion, 
will  cheerfully  bleed  in  defence  of  our  sovereign  in  a  righteous  cause.  What 
4nore  can  we  say  ?  What  more  can  we  offer  i 

But  we  forbear  to  trouble  you  with  a  tedious  detail  of  the  various  and  fmitiess 
offers  and  applications  we  have  repeatedly  made,  not  for  pensions,  for  wealth, 
or  for  honors,  but  for  the  humble  boon  of  being  permitted  to  possess  the  fruits 
of  honest  industry,  and  to  enjoy  that  degree  of  liberty,  to  which  God  and  the 
constitution  have  given  us  an  undoubted  right. 

Blessed  with  an  indissoluble  union,  with  a  variety  of  internal  resources,  and 
with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  justice  of  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  human  events, 
we  have  no  doubt  of  rising  superior  to  all  the  machinations  of  evil  and  abandon- 
ed ministers.    We  already  anticipate  tlu'  golden  period,  when  liberty,  with 
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all  the  gentle  art<i  of  peace  and  humanitj,  shall  establish  her  mild  dominion  in 
this  western  world,  and  erect.eternal  monuments  to  the  memory  of  those  vir- 
tuous patriots  and  martyrs,  who  shall  have  fought  and  bled  and  suffered  in 
her  cause. 

Accept  our  most  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  friendly  dis]K>sition  you 
have  always  shewn  towards  us.    We  know  that  you  are  not  without  your 
grievances.    We  sympathize  with  you  in  your  distress,  and  are  pleased  to  find 
that  the  design  of  subjugating  us,  has  persuaded  administratioir  to  dispense 
to  Ireland,  some  vagrant  rays  of  ministerial  sunshine.    Even  the  tender  n^er- 
cies  of  government  have  lon^  been  cruel  towards  you.    In  the  rich  pastures  of 
Ireland,  many  hungry  parricides  have  fed,  and  mwn  strong  to  labour  in  its 
destruction.    We  hope  the  patient  abiding  of  the  meek  may  not  alwavs  be 
forgotten ;  and  Gad  ^nt  that  the  iniquitous  schemes  of  extirpating  liberty 
from  the  British  empire  may  be  soon  defeated.    But  we  should  be  wanting  to 
ourselveA— we  should  be  perfidious  to  posterity — we  should  be  unworthv  that 
ancestry  from  which  we  derive  our  descent,  should  we  submit,  with  folded 
arms,  to  military  butcherjr  and  depredation,  to  gratify^  the  lordly  ambition,  or 
«ate  the  avarice  of  a  British  minisrtry.    In  defence  oi  our  persons  and  proper- 
ties, under  actual  violation,  we  have  taken  up  arms ;  when  that  violence  shall 
be  removed,  and  hostilities  cease  on  the  part  of  the  aggressors,  they  shall  cease 
on  our  jMirt  also. — ^For  the  achievement  of  this  happy  event,  we  confide  in  the 
good  omces  of  our  fellow-subjects  beyond  the  Atlantic.    Of  their  friendly 
disposition,  we  do  not  yet  despond ;  aware,  as  they  must  be,  that  they  have 
notiiing  more  to  expect  from  the  same  common  enemy,  than  the  humble  favour 
of  be^ng  last  devoured.  , 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

SATURDAY,  July  29, 1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congress  restimed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  and  came  to  the  following  resolutton : 

Besolvedf  That  the  pay  of  the  commissary-general  of  musters  be  forty  dollars 
per  month. 

Deputy  commissary-general  of  stores  and  provisions,  sixty  dollars  per  ditto. 

Deputy  adjutant-general,  fifty  dollars  per  do. 

Deputv  muster-master-general,  forty  dollars  per  do. 

Bngaae-major,  thirtv-three  dollars  per  do. 

Commissary  of  artillery,  thirty  dollars  per  do. 

Judge  advocate,  twenty  dollars  per  do. 

Colonel,  fifty  dollars  per  do. 

JLieutenant-colonel,  forty  dollars  per  do. 

Major,  thirty-three  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Captain,  twenty  dollars  per  do. 

Xiienlenant,  thirteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Bnsign,  ten  dollars  per  do. 

Serjeant,  eight  dollars  per  do. 

Corporal,  drummer,  ana  fifer,  each  seven  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 
Private,  six  dollars  and  two-thirds  per  do. 
Adjutant,  eighteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 
Quarter-master,  eighteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 
Chaplain,  twenty  dollars  per  do. 

That  the  pay  of  the  light-infantry  be  the  same  as  that  in  the  regiment  from 
a  captain  to  a  private,  both  inclusive. 

That  in  the  artillery,  the  pay  of  a  captain  be  twenty-six  dollars  and  two- 
thirds  per  month. 

Captain-lieutenant,  twenty  dollars  per  do. 
VoL^h  1'7 
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Lieutenants,  first  and  second,  eighteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  do.* 

Lieutenant  fireworker,  tlijrteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Serjeant,  eight  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Corporal,  seven  dollars  and  a  half  per  month. 

Bombardieri^  seven  dollars  per  do. 

Matross,  six  dollar^  and  five-sixths  of  a  dollar  per  do. 

That  the  appointment  of  provost-martial,  waggon-master,  avd  masttr  car- 
penter, be  left  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  arm7,Vho  is  to  fix  their  paj, 
fiaving  regkrd  to  the  paj  thej  receive  in  the  ministerial  army,  and  tke  pit^ior* 
tion  that  uiepay  of  tiie  officers  in  said  army  bears  to  the  pay  of  our  officers. 

William  Tudfer,  esq.  was  elected  judge  advocate. of  the  army. 

Mesolvedj  That  Micnael  Hillesas,  and  George  Clymer^  esqrs.  be  joint  trea* 
surers  of  the  United  Colonies  s  that  the  treasurers  reside  in  Philadelphia,  anl 
thi^t  they  shall  give  bond,  with  surety,  for  the  faithfiil  performance  of  tkeir  of^ 
$ce,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  tKouaand  dollars,  to  John  Hancoek,  Heniy 
Middleton,  John  Dickinson,  John  Alsop,  Thomas  Lynch,  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
and  James  Wilson,  esqrs.  and  the  survivor  of*  them,  in  trust  for  tke  United 
Colonies. 

That  the  provincial  assemblies  or  conventions  do  each  choose  a  treasvrerfbr 
their  .respective  colonies,  and  take  sufficient  security  for  th&  faithful  peribr« 
mance  of  the  trust 

That  each  colony  provide  ways  and  means  to  sink' its  proportion  of  the  hilU 
ordered  to  be  emittea  by  this  Congress,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  moat  elfectoal 
and  best  adapted  to  the  condition,  circumstances,  and  equal  mode  of  levying 
taxes  in  such  colony. 

That  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  colony  be  determined  according  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  of  all  ages,  including  negroes  and  mulattoes  m  each 
colony ;  but,  as  this  cannot,  at  present,  be  ascertained,  that  the  quotas  of  the 
several  colonies  be  settled  for  the  present,  as  follows,  to  undergo  a  revisian  and 
correction,  when  the  list  of  eitch  colony  is  obtained. 


New-Hampshire, 

124069^ 

Pennsylvania, 

S73208I 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

434244 

Delaware, 

67219} 

Rhode-Island, 

n959J 

Maryland, 

310174J 

Comiectieut, , 

348139 

Virginia, 

496278 

New-York, 

248139 

North-Carolina, 

248139 

New-Jersey, 

161290} 

South-Carolina, 

248139 
3,0O0JH)0 

That  each  colony  pay  its  respective  quota  in  four  equal  annual  payment^, 
the  first  payment  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  November,  which 
will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1779 ;  the  second,  on  or  before  the  last  day  of 
November,  1780 ;  the  third,  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  November,  irSI ; 
and  the  fourth  or  last,  on  br  before  the  last  day  of  November,  1782 ;  and  that 
for  this  end,  the  several  provincial  assemblies,  or  conventions,  provide  for  laving 
and  levying  taxes  in  their  respective  provinces  or  colonies,  towards  sinking  the 
continental  bills :  that  the  said  bills  be  received  bv  the  collectors  in  payment  of 
such  taxes,  and  be  by  the  collectors  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  provincial  trea- 
surers, with  all  such  other  monies  as  they  may  receive  in  lieu  of^the  continental 
bills,  which  other  monies  the  said  provincial  treasurer  shall  endeavor  to  get  ex- 
changed for  continental  bills,  and  where  that  cannot  be  done,  shall  send  to  the 
continental  treasurers  tlie  deficiency  in  silver  or  gold,  with  the  bills  making 
up  the  quota  to  be  sunk  in  that  year,  taking  care  to  cut,  by  a. circular  punch, 
ot  an  inch  diameter,  an  hole  in  each  bill,  and  to  cross  the  same,  thereby  to 
render  them  unpassable,  though  the  sum  or  value  is  to  remain  fairly  legfble: 
And  the  continental  treasurers,  as  fast  as  they  receive  the  said  c^uotas,  shall, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  committee  of  five  persons,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Congress;  if  sitting,  or  by  the  assembly  or  convention  of  the  province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, examine  and  count  the  continental  bill^  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
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said  committee,  burn  and  destroy  them.  And  the  silver  and  gold  sent  them 
to  make  up  the  deficiencies  of  quotas,  they  shall  retain  in  tlieir  hands  until 
Remanded  in  redemption  of  continental  bills,  that  may  be  brought  to  them  for  that 
purpose,  which  bills  so  redeemed,  thev  shall  also  burn  and-destroy  in  presence 
of  uie  .said  committee.  And  the  said  treasurers,  whenever  they  nave  silver  or 
gold  in  their  hands  for  the  redemption  of  continental  bills,  shall  advertise  the 
same,  signifying  tliat  he  is  ready  to  give  silver  or  gold  for  such  bills,  to  all  per- 
sons requiring  it  in  exchange. 

The  provincial  treasurers  and  collectors  arc  to  have  such  allowances  for  their 
respective  services,  as  shall  be  directed  by  tlie  several  assemblies  or  conven- 
tions, to  be  paid  by  tlieir  respective  province  or  colony. 

That  the  continental  treasurers  be  allowed  for  their  service  this  year,  five 
kundred  dollars  each. 

Resolved,  That  the  pajr-master  general,  commissary  general,  quarter-master 
general,  and  every  of  their  deputies,  shall  take  an  oath,  truly  and  faithfully  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations. 

Ordered,  That  the  continental  treasurers  do  pay  to  colonel  William  Thomp^ 
SOD,  or  his  order,  five  thousand  dollars,  on  account,  being  by  advance  for  the 
service  of  a  battalion  of  riflemen  under  his  command. 

Besolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  as  soon  as  the  public  busijiess  permits, 
adjourn  to  the  fifth  of  September  next. 

Evolved,  That  the  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  consider  of  the  state  of 
trade,  after  tlie  tenth  of  next  September. 

Mr.  M'Kean,  from  the  committee,  reported  the  form  of  a  bond,  to  be  given  by 
the  joint  continental  treasu)-ers.  ' 

drdered^  That  the  said  committee  do  inspect  into  the  sufficiency  of  the 
sureties. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  July  31, 1773. 

Met  according'to  adjournment. 

The  Cons^ess  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  re- 
solve of  the  house  of  commons,  and  the  same  being  debated  by  paragi*aphs,  was 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  several  assemblies  of  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Vii^nia,  having 
referred  to  the  Congress  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  Commons  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, which  resolution  is  in  these  words/ 

LuNJE,  20^  Die  Feb.  1775. 

"  The  house  in  a  committee  on  the  American  papers.  Motion  made,  and 
question  proposed : 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  when  the  general  council  and 
assembly,  or  general  court  of  any  of  his  majesty's  provinces,  or  colonies  in 
America,  shall  propose  to  make  provision,  according  to  the  condition,  circum- 
stance, or  situation  of  such  province  or  colony,  for  contributing  their  proportion 
to  the  common  defence  (sucn  proportion  to  be  raised  under  the  authority  of  the 

feneral  court,  or  general  assembly  of  such  province  or  colony,  and  disposable 
y  parliament)  and  shall  engage  to  make  provision  also,  for  the  support  of  the 
civil  government,  and  the  administration  of  justice  in  such  province  or  colony, 
it  will  be  proner,  if  such  proposal  shall  be  approved  by  his  maiesty,  and  the  two 
houses  of  parliament,  and  for  so  long  as  sucn  provision  shall  be  made  accord- 
ingly, to  forbear  in  respect  to  such  province  or  colony,  to  lay  any  duty,  tax,  or 
assessment,  or  to  impose  any  fai*ther  duty,  tax,  or  assessment,  except  only  such 
duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue  to  levy  or  impose,  for  the  regulation 
of  commerce ;  the  net  produce  or  the  duties  last  mentioned  to  be  carried  te 
the  account  of  5uch  province  or  colony  respectively." 


132  JOURNALS  OP  CONGRESS,  1775. 


The  Congress  took  the  said  resolution  into  consideration,  and  are  thereupon, 
of  opinion, 

Tnat  the  colonies  of  America  are  entitled  to  the  sole  and  exclnsive  priTi- 
leee  of  givine  and  granting  their  own  monej :  that  this  invoWes  a  risit  of 
deliberating  whether  thej  will  make  any  eift,  for  what  purposes  it  shall  be 
made,  and  what  shall  be  its  amount ;  and  that  it  is  a  high  breach  of  this  privi- 
lege for  anj  bodj  of  men,  extraneous  to  their  constitutions,  to  presenile  the 
purposes  for  which  money  shall  be  levied  on  them,  to  take  to  themselves  the 
authority  of  judging  of  their  conditions,  circumstances,  and  situations,  and  of 
determining  the  amount  of  the  contribution  to  be  levied. 

I'hat  as  the  colonies  possess  a  right  of  appropriating  their  gifts,  so  are  tiiey 
entitled  at  all  times  to  enquire  into  their  application,  to  see  that  they  be  not 
wasted  amon^  the  venal  and  corrupt  for  the  purpose  of  undermining  the  civil 
rights  of  the  fivers,  nor  yet  be  diverted  to  the  support  of  standinsarmies,  in- 
consistent with  their  freedom  and  subversive  ot  their  quiet.  To  propose, 
therefore,  as  this  resolution  does,  that  the  moneys  given  by  the  colonies  shall 
be  subject  to  the  disposal  of  ^parliament  alone,  is  to  propose  thsct  they  shall 
relinquish  this  right  of  inquiry,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  others  to  rendfer  their 
gifts  ruinous,  in  proportion  as  they  are  liberal. 

That  this  privilege  of  giving  or  of  withholding  our  moneys,  is  an  important  bar- 
rier against  the  undue  exertion  of  prerogative,  which,  if  left  altogether  without 
controul,  may  be  exercised  to  our  great  oppression ;  and  all  nistory  shows 
how  efficacious  is  its  intercessions  for  redress  of  grievances  and  re-establish- 
roent  of  rights,  and  how  inprovident  it  would  be  to  part  with  so  powerful  a  me- 
diator. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  proposition  contained  in  this  resolution  is  unrea- 
sonable and  insidious  :  Unreasonable,  because,  if  we  declare  we  accede  to  it, 
we  declare,  without  reservation,  we  will  purchase  the  favour  of  parliament, 
not  knowing  at  the  same  time  at  what  price  they  will  please  to  estimate  their 
favour;  it  is  insidious,  because,  individual  colonies,  having  bid  and  bidden  again, 
till  they  find  the  avidity  of  the  seller  too  great  for  all  their  powers  to  satisfy ;  are 
then  to  return  into  opposition,  divided  from  their  sister  colonies  whom  the 
minister  will  have  previously  detached  by  a  grant  of  easier  terms,  or  bj  an 
artful  procrastination  of  a  definitive  answer. 

That  the  suspension  of  the  exercise  of  their  pretended  power  of  taxation 
being  expressly  made  commensurate  with  the  continuance  of  our  gifts*  these 
must  be  perpetual  to  make  that  so.  Whereas  no  experience  has  shewa  that  a 
gift  of  pemtual  revenue  secures  a  perpetual  return  of  dut^  or  of  kind  disposi- 
tion. On  the  contrary,  the  parliament  itself,  wisely  attentive  to  this  observa- 
tion, are  in  the  established  practice  of  granting  their  supplies  from  year  to 
year  only. 

Desirous  and  determined,  as  we  are,  to  consider,  in  the  most  dispasatonate 
view,  every  seeming  advance  towards  a  reconciliation  made  by  the  British 
parliament,  let  our  brethren  of  Britain  reflect,  what  would  have  been  the  sa- 
crifice to  men  of  free  spirits,  had  even  fair  terms  been  proffered,  as  these 
insidious  proposals  were  with  circumstances  of  insult  and  defiance.  A  pro- 
position to  give  our  money,  accompanied  vath  large  fleets  and  armies,  seems 
addressed  to  our  fears  rather  than  to  our  freedom.  With  what  patience  would 
Britons  have  received  articles  of  treaty  from  any  power  on  earth  when  borne 
on  the  point  of  the  bayonet  by  military  plenipotentiaries? 

We  think  the  attempt  unnecessary  to  raise  upon  us  by  force  or  hy  threats, 
our  proportional  contributions  to  the  common  defence,  when  all  know,  and 
themselves  acknowledge,  we  have  fully  contributed,  whenever  called  upon  to 
do  so  in  the  character  of  freemen. 

We  are  of  opinion  it  is  not  just  that  the  colonies  should  be  required  £o 
'  oblige  themselves  to  other  contributions,  while  Great-Britain  possesses  a  mo- 
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nopoly  of  their  trade.  This  of  itself  lays  them  under  heavy  contribution. 
To  demand,  therefore^  additional  aids  in  the  form  of  a  tax,  is  to  demand  the 
double  of  tiieir  ecjual  proportion :  if  we  are  to  contribute  equally  with  the  other 
parts  of  die  empire,  let  us  equally  with  them  enjoy  free  commerce  with  the 
whole  worid.  out  while  the  restrictions  on  our  trade  shut  to  us  the  resources 
of  wealth,  is  it  just  we  should  bear  all  other  burthens  equally  with  those  to 
whom  every  resource  is  open. 

We  conceive  that  the  British  parliament  has  no  rieht  to  intermeddle  with 
our  provisions  for  the  support  of  civil  government,  or  administration  of  justice. 
The  provisions  we  have  made,  are  such  as  please  ourselves,  and  are  agreeable 
to  our  own  circumstances :  they  answer  the  substantial  purposes  of  government 
and  of  justice,  and  other  purposes  than  these  should  not  be  answered.  We  do 
not  mean  that  our  people  shall  be  burthened  with  oppressive  taxes,  to  provide 
sinecures  for  the  iale  or  the  wicked,  under  color  of  providing  for  a  civil  list- 
While  parliament  pursue  their  plan  of  civil  government  within  their  own 
jurisdiction,  we  also  hope  to  pursue  ours  without  molestation. 

W^  are  of  opinion  tne  proposition  is  altogether  unsatisfactory,  because  it- 
imports  only  a  suspension  of  the  mode,  not  a  renunciation  of  the  pretended 
right  to  tax  us :  because,  too,  it  does  not  propose  to  repeal  the  several  acts  of 
parliament  passed  for  the  purposes  of  restraining  the  trade,  and  altering  the 
form  of  government  of  one  of  our  colonies :  extending  the  boundaries  and 
changing  the  government  of  Quebec  ;  enlai^ng  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts 
of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty ;  taking  from  us  the  rights  of  trial  by  a  jury 
of  the  vicinage,  in  cases  affecting  both  life  and  property ;  transporting  us  into 
other  countries  to  be  tried  for  criminal  offences ;  exempting,  by  mock-trial,  the 
murderers  of  colonists  from  punishment;  and  quartering  soldiers  on  us  in 
times  of  profound  peace.  Nor  do  they  renounce  the  power  of  suspending 
our  own  legislatures,  and  for  legislating  for  us  themselves  in  all  cases  whatso* 
ever.  On  the  contrary,  to  shew  they  mean  to  discontinuance  of  injury,  they 
pass  acts,  at  the  very  time  of  holding  out  this  proposition,  for  restraining  the 
commUKo  and  fisheries  of  the  provinces  of  New-England,  and  for  interdicting 
the  trade  of  other  colonies  witn  all  foreign  nations,  and  with  each  other.  This 
proves,  unequivocally,  they  mean  not  to  relinquish  the  exercise  of  indiscri- 
minate lefi;islation  over  us. 

Upon  ue  whole,  this  proposition  seems  to  have  been  held  up  to  the  world, 
to  deceive  it  into  a  belief  that  there  was  nothing  in  dispute  between  us  but  the 
mode  of  levying  taxes ;  and  that  the  parliament  having  now  been  so  good  as  to 
give  up  this,  the  colonies  are  unreasonable  if  net  perfectly  satisfied :  Whereas, 
in  truth,  our  adversaries  still  claim  a  right  of  aemanding  ad  libitum^  and  of 
taxing  us  themselves  to  the  full  amount  of  their  demand,  if  we  dof^  comply 
with  It.  This  leaves  us  without  any  thing  we  can  call  property.  But,  wliat 
is  of  more  importance,  and  what  in  this  proposal  they  keep  oat  of  sight,  as.  if 
no  such  point  was  now  in  contest  between  us,  they  claim  a  risht  to  alter  our 
charters  and  establish  laws,  and  leave  us  without  any  security  for  our  lives  or 
liberties,  llie  proposition  seems  also  to  have  been  calculated  more  particu- 
larly to  lull  into  fatal  security,  our  well  affected  fellow-sulgects  on  the  other 
aide  the  water,  till  time  should  be  given  for  the  operation  of  those  arms,  which 
a  British  minister  pronounced  would  instantaneously  reduce  the  *'  cowardly" 
sons  of  America  to  unreserved  submission. .  But,  when  the  world  reflects  how 
inadequate  to  justice  are  these  vaunted  terms;  when  it  attends  to  the  rapid 
and  bold  succession  of  injuries,  which,  during  the  course  of  eleven  years,  have 
been  aimed  at  these  colonies ;  when  it  reviews  the  pacific  and  respectful  ex- 
postulations, which,  during  that  whole  time,  were. the  sole  ainns  we  opposed  to 
them ;  when  it  observes  that  our  complaints  were  either  not  heard  at  all,  or 
were  answered  with  new  and  accumulated  injuries ;  when  it  recollects  that 
the  minister  himself,  on  an  early  occasion ,^  declared  ^'  that  he  would  never  treat 
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with  America,  till  he  had  brought  her  to  hiB  feet,"  and  that  an  avowed  partwaa 
of  ministry  has  more  lately  denouiiced  against  us  the  dreadful  sentence,  •*  de- 
lenda  est  Carthago  ,-^'  that  this  was  done  in  the  presence  ef  a  Britiah  aenal^ 
and  being  unreproved  by  them,  must  be  taken  to  be  their  own  seatinient,  (espe- 
cially as  the  purpose  has  already  in  part  been  carried  into  execution,  by  their 
treatment  of  Boston  and  burning  of  Charlesiown  5  when  it  consklers  the  great 
armaments  with  which  they  have  invaded  us,  and  the  circttmstanceaof  cnieltj 
with  which  they  have  commented  and  prosecuted  hostilities;  when  these 
things,  we  say,  are  laid  together  and  attentively  considered ,..caii  the  World  be 
deceived  into  an  opinion  that  we  are  unreasonable,  or  oan  it  hesitate  to  believe 
wiih  us,  that  nothing  but  our  own  exertions  may  defeat  the  ministerial  atoteace 
of  death  or  abject  submissi6n. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved^  That  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  H^ 
kins,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  Crane.  Doctoi"  Franklin,  Mr.  Rodoej,  Mr. 
Johnson,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Gadsden,  and  Mr.  Hall,  be  a  comntttee, 
in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  make  enquiry  in  all  the  colonies,  after  vimn  lead, 
and  leaden  ore,  and  the  best  methods  of  collecting,  smelting,  and  refinipg  it. 

kesolved.  That  the  above  named  gentlemen  be  a  coikimittee,  in  the  recess  ef 
Ute  Congress,  to  inquire  into  ^e  cheapest  and  easiest  methods  of  making  salt 

in  these  colonies. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  tlie  day,  the  Congress  took  under  coasideratHm 
the  state  of  trade  after  the  tenth  of  September,  and  after  some  debate,  tbe 
same  was  postponed  to  a  future  day. 

On  motion,  Kesolved,  That  when  the  Congress  adjourns  for  recess,  it  be  ad- 
journed  to  meet  at  Philadelphia. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  sundiy  merchants  in  New- York,  and  the  other 
from  sundry  merchants  in  Philadelphia,  respecting  the.  sale  of  teas  imported 
before  the  late  association,  were  laid  before  Congress.  - 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

TUESDAY,  Jtt^iwt  1,  1775.  ^ 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  immediately 
forwarded  from  the  continental  treasury,  ^o  the  pay-master  genera),  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  use  of  the  army  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  such  manner,  as  general 
Washington,  or  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  by  his  warrants, 
shall  limit  and  appoint ;  and  if  the  above  sum  shall  be  expended  before  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Con^es^s,  then  that  general  Washington,  or  the  cohimander 
in  chief  for  the  time  being,  be  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  continental  trea- 
sury, fur  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  favor  of  the  pay -master 
^  general,  to  he  <ipplied  for  the  use  and  in  the  manner  above  mcnfioned. 

Oxdered,  That  the  delegates  for  Pennsylvania  be  a  cominittee  to  receive  and 
count  the  above  sunt  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  forward  the  same, 
under  the  care  of  the  delegates  of  Massachusetts -Bay,  provided  so  much  is 
now  ready  in  the  treasury.  If  that  is  not  the  case,  then  to  receive,  count,  and 
forward,  by  the  said  delegates,  what  is  ready,  and  the  remainder  by  the  first 
opportunity  in  the  safest  and  best  manner. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  be  paid  to  the  provincial  convention  of  New-York,  to  b6  applied  to* 
wards  the  discharge  of  the  moneys  advanced  and  the  debts  contracted  for  the 
ptiblic  service,  by  the  said  provincial  convention  and  the  committee  of  Albanj, 
ju  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  this  Congress ;  and  that  the>  said  provincial 
convention  account  to  this  Congress,  at  their  next  meeting,  forthe  application 
of  the  said  money. 
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Resolved,  That  the  treasurers  be,  and  thej  are  hereby,  onlered  to  pay  to  the' 
delegates  of  the  colonj  of  Connecticut,  yiys.,  Elipkalet  Djer,  Roeer  Sherman, 
and  Silas  Deane,  esqrs.  the  sum  of  fiftj  thousand  doltars,  to  be  by  them  paid 
unto  the  governor  and  company  of  the  said  colony,  in>  part  of  the  sums  by  tliein 
disbursed  in  the  continental  service  i  The  said  governor  and  company  to  ac- 
count therefor. 

Beaolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  immediately 
forwarded  from  the  continental  treasury,  to  the  paymaster  general,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  New-York  department,  in  such  manner  as 
general  Schuyler,  by  his  warrant,  shall  limit  and  appoint ;  and  that  if  the 
above  sura  shall  be  expended  before  the  next  meeting  of  Confess,  then  that 
general  Schuyler,  or  tne  commander  in  chief,  for  the  time  being,  in  that  de- 
partment, be  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  continental  treasury,  for  a  further 
sum,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand  d<rflars,  to  be  applied  for  the  use 
and  in  the  manner  above  mentioned, 

Begolved,  That  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars  be  paid  to  the  delegates 
of  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  in  full  for  the  like  sum  by  them  borrowed  by 
order  ef  the  Congress,  on  the  3d  of  June  last,  for  the  use  of  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  or  any  three  of  them,  for  contingent  services,  and 
that  out  of  the  same,  be  paid  the  expenses  incurred  for  raising  and  arming  the 
li&e  companies,  and  for  expresses  and  other  small  charges,  of  which  the  Con- 
gress have,  not  been  able  to  procure  exact  accounts ;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee do  lay  before  the  Congress,  at  their  next  meeting,  an  account  of  their 
proceedings  m  that  matter. 

Whereas,  at  a  former  Congress,  it  was  resolved,  that,  if  certain  acts  of  par- 
liament, in  the  continental  association  enumerated  and  complained  of,  should 
not  be  repealed  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  September,  17r5,  the  inhabitants 
of  these  United  Colonies  would  not,  directly  *or  indirectly,  export  any  mer- 
chandise or  commodity  whatsoevfcr,  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  vVcst- 
Indies ;  and  as  some  aoubts  have  arisen  with  respect  to  the  true  spirit  and 
construction  of  said  resolve ;  to  the  end,  that  such  doubts  may  be  removed,    ^ 

Resolved,  That  under  the  prohibition,  in  the  said  association  contained,  to 
export  to,  or  import  from,  the  islands  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  this  Con- 
gress intends  to  comprise  all  exportation  to,  or  importation  i^om,  the  islands 
of  Jersey,  Guernsey,  Sark,  Aldernajr,  and  Man,  ana  every  European  island  and 
settlement  within  the  British  dominions;  and  that  under  the  denomination  of 
the  West-Indie8»  this  Congress  means  to  comprehend  all  the  West-India 
islands,  British  and  foreign,  to  whatever  state,  power,  or  prince  belonging, 
or  by  whomsoever  governed,  and  also  the  Summer  islands,  Bahama  islands, 
Berbicia  and  Surinam  on  the  Main,  9ind  every  island  and  settlement  witliin  the 
latitude  of  the  southern  line  of  Georda  and  the  equator. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday,  the  fifth  of  September  next. 

The  above  is'acopy  of  the  journal  of  the  proeeerUngs  of  the  Congress,  from  their  meeting 
on  the  tenth  of  May,  to  this  time,  except  that  some  resolutions,  relative  to  mifitaiy  ope- 
rations, cftrryine  on,  are  omitted. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presided. 
CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 
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WEDNESDAY,  September  5, 1775. 

AGREEABLE  to  adjournment,  the  president  and  a  number  of  the 
bers  met,  but  there  not  being  sufficient  to  enter  upon  business,  the  Congrea^ 
was  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Wednesday  the  13th. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  13, 1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  province  of  Georgia,  having  appointed  delegates  to  represent  that  colo- 
ny in  Congress,  and  three  of  the  delegates  attending,  their  credentials  were 
produced,  read,  and  approved,  and  are  as  follows : 

Georgia.  The  alarming  and  critical  situation  of  affairs  upon  the  continent 
of  America,  having,  at  length,  roused  the  attention  of  this  province,  and  the 
several  inhabitants  thereof,  being  desirous  of  uniting  with  their  sister  colonies 
in  the  great  and  important  cause,  a  general  election  was  held  throudlioat  the 
province  for  delegates  to  sit  in  provincial  Congreds ;  and  the  said  del^ates 
navins  so  met  in  Savannah,  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  proceeded  upon  the 
consideration  of  such  business  as  appeared  to  be  fit  and  necessary ;  anci  among 
other  things,  they  made  choice  of  nve  delegates  to  represent  this  proyioce  in 
the  grand  Continental  Congress,  now  sitting  in  Philadelphia,  viz.  Archibald 
Bullock,  esq.  John  Houston,  esq.  the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones,  esq. 
and  Lyman  Hall,  esq.  Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  and  we,  the  several  dele- 
raites  tor  the  different  parishes  and  districts  in  this  province,  in  provincial 
Congress  assembled,  do  hereby  declare  the  said  Archibald  Bullock  and  Joha 
Houston,  esqrs.  the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones,  and  Lyman  Hall, 
esqrs.  duly  and  fairly  elected,  as  the  delegates,  for  tiiis  province;  and  we  do 
authorize  and  require  the  said  Archibald  Bullock,  and  John  Houston,  esqrs. 
the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones,  and  Lyman  Hall,  esqrs.  or  any 
three  of  them,  immediately  to  repair  to  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  there 
to  take  their  seats,  as  the  representatives  of  the  province  of  Georgia,  in  the 
general  Congress  now  sitting,  to  do,  transact,  join  and  concur  with  the  seve- 
ral delegates  from  the  other  colonies  and  provinces  upon  this  continent,  in  all 
such  matters  and  things  as  shall  appear  eligible  and  fit,  at  tliis  alarming  time, 
for  the  preservation  and  defence  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  for  the  restora- 
tion  of  harmony  upon  constitutional  principles,  between  Great-Britain  and 
America. 

And  we  give  and  erant  to  the  said  Archibald  Bullock,  and  John  Houston, 
esqrs.  the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones,  and  Lyman  Hall,  esqrs.  or 
any  three  of  them,  in  whose  fidelity,  honqr,  and  ability  we  very  much  confide* 
our  full  and  whole  power  in  the  premises ;  and  do  promise  and  engage,  in  be- 
half of  ourselves  and  our  constituents  respectively,  (the  inhabitants  of  the 
province  of  Georgia)  under  tiie  sacred  ties  of  virtue,  honor,  and  love  of  our 
country,  to  abide  by,  enforce,  and  carry  into  execution,  or  endeavour,  at  the 
risque  and  expense  of  life  and  property,  so  to  do,  all  and  whatsoever  our  said 
delegates,  or  any  three  of  them,  in  concurrence  with  the  rest  of  the  delegates 
from  the  several  colonies  and  provinces  upon  this  continent,  shall  resolve  and 
agree  upon,  or,  as  shall  be  agreed  and  resolved  upon  by  die  said  Conttnei^tal 
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Congress,  now  sittins  in  Philadelphia  aforesaid,  while  oar  Mud  delegates  or  any 
three  of  tbem  shall  be  so  sitting. 

Siffned  in  provincial  Congress*  this  fifteenth  daj  of  July*  1775,  by  59 
ibenwei^s. 

The  delegates  from  Vii^inia*  appointed  by  a  contrention  of  that  colony,  at 
Richmond*  August  11*  1775*  produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read  and 
qiproved*  as  follows: 

ViRoiNXA,  IV  ooMVBMTioir*  Jiugust  tl*  1775. 

The  convention  being  about  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  deputies  to  r^re- 
sentthis  colony  in  general  Congress*  ISdmund  Pendleton*  esq.  expressed  his 
iRosI  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  honor  done  him  in  two  former  appoint- 
ments to  that  important  trust*  but,  on  account  of  the  declining  state  of  his 
health,  entreated  to  be  excused  from  the  present  nomination*  whieh  <ixcase 
being  accepted. 

SSsolwM,  unanimoudtf.  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  are  justly  due  to 
George  Washington*  Patrick  Henry*  and  Edmund  Pendleton*  esqrs.  three  of 
the  worthy  deputies,  who  represented  this  colony  in  the  late  Continental  Con- 
gress, for  their  faithful  discharge  of  that  important  trust*  and  this  body  are 
only  induced  to  dispense  with  their  future;  services  of  the  like  nature,  by  the 
appointment  of  the  two  former  to  other  offices  in  the  public  Service*  incompa- 
tmie  with  their  attendance  on  this,  and  the  infirm  state  of  health  of  the  latter. 

The  convention  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  deputies  to  represent 
this  colony  in  eeneral  Congress,  for  one  year,  and  the  members  having  prepar- 
ed tickets*  witn  the  names  of  the  deputtes  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  same 
into  the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Robert  Carter  Nicholas*  Mr.Cary,  Mr.  Pendleton*  and 
Mr.  Adams  were  appointed  to  examine  the  ballot-box*  and  report  upon  whom 
the  majoritjr  fell,  who  retired,  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  convention*  and 
reported,  that  they  had*  according  to  order,  examined  the  ballot-box*  and  that 
the  numbers  appeared  as  follows : 

F(Hr  the  hon.  Peyton  Randolph*  esq.  89 
Richard  Heniy  X>ee*  esq.  88 
Thomas  Jeffenon,  esq.  85 
Bei^Jamin  Haniton,  eaq.  83 

Re9olvei,  That  the  said  Peyton  Randolph*  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas^ 
Jefferson*  Benjamin  Harrison,  Thomas  Neldon,  Richard  Bland*  and  6eoi|;e 
Wythe»  esqrs.  be  appointed  deputies  to  represent  this  colony  in  general  Con- 
jgress  for  one  year*  and  that  they  have  power  to  meet  and  to  adjourn  for  such 
time  and  to  such  place  or  places  as  may  be  thought  mostproper. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  deputies,  or  any  four  of  them*  be  a  sufficient  number 
to  represent  this  colony. 

Saturday,  •August  12*  1775. 

Richard  Bland*  esq.  returned  this  convention  his  most  gratefiil  acknowledg- 
n^ents  for  the  great  honor  they  had  pleased  a  third  time  to  confer  on  him,  by 
appointing  him  one  of  tlie  deputies  to  represent  this*  colony  in  general  Congress* 
and  aaid  that  this  fresh  instance  of  their  approbation  was  sufficient  for  an  old 
man*  alniMt  deprived  of  sight,  whose  greatest  amlntion  had  ever  been  to  receive 
the  plaudit  of  his  country,  whenever  he  should  retire  from  the  public  stage  of 
life:  That  the  honorabje  testimony  he  lately  received  of  this  approbatioOj 
oined  with  his  present  appointment,  should  ever  animate  him,  as  far  as  he  was 
ible*  to  support  the  glorious  cause  in  which  America  is  no^  engaged,  but  that 
lis^  advanced  age  rendered  him  incapable  of  taking  an  active  part  in  those 
veightj  and  important  concerns,  which  must  necessarily  be  agitated  in  the 
^reat  €M>nncil  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and,  therefore,  b^;ging  leave  to  decline 
he  honor  they  had  been  pleased  to  confer  on  him*  and  desiring  that  some  p«fr>> 
on*  more  fit  and  able*  might  supply  his  place. 
Vol.  I.  18 


For  the  hon.  Thomaa  Nelson,  esq.  66 
Richard  Blsnd,  esq.  61 
Georg«  Wythe,  esq.       58 
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Resolved  unanimotislyf  That  the  thanks  of  this  conTention  are  justlj  dae  to 
the  said  Richard  Bland,  esq.  one  of  the  worthy  deputies  who  represented  diis 
colony  in  the  late  Continental  Congress,  for  his  faithful  dischai^  of  that  im- 
portant^tru^t,  and  this  bodj  are  only  induced  to  dispense  with  his  future  ser* 
vices  of  the  like  nature,  on  account  of  his  advanced  age. 

Tuesday,  dug%L8t  15,  1775. 

The  convention  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  to  represent  ftii 
colony  in  general  Congress,  in  the  room  of  Richard  Bland,  esq.  who  hath  re- 
signed, and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  deputy 
to  be  appointed,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the  ballot-box,  and 
report  on  whom  the  majority  fell ;  who  retired,  and  after  some  time;*  reported 
that  the  numbers  stood  as  follows : 

Francis  lightfoot  Lee,  eyq.    .    S7     |  Carter  Bnurton,  esq.    ...    36 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  esq.  be  appointed  a  deputy  is 
represent  this  colony  in  general  Congress. 

(Signed)  JOHN  TAZEWELL,  Ckrk  of  the  Omventian. 

Thedelqpites  from  Maryland  also  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appoint- 
ment, which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows : 

At  a  meeting;  of  the  dele^tes  appointed  by  the  several  counties  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  of  July, 
1775,  and. continued  till  the  14di  day  oi  August,  in  the  same  ye&r: 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  Matthew  Tughman,  esq.  and  Thomas  Johnson, 
jun.  Robert  Obldsborough,  William  Paca,  Samuel  Chase,  Thomas  Stone,  and 
John  HaH,  esqrs.  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  deputies  to  represent  thii 
province  in  Continental  Congress,  and  that  they,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
nave  full  and  ample  power  to  consent  and  agree  to  all  measures,  which  sack 
Congress  shall  deem  necessary  and  effectual  to  obtain  a  redress  of  Ateericis 
grievances ;  and  further,  we  do  authorize  our  said  deputies,  to  represent  and 
act  for  this  province  in  any  continental  Congress,  which  may  be  heldf  befoit 
the  25th  day  of  M^ch  next 

(Signed)  G.  DUYALL,  Clerk. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  only  172,520  dollars  have  been  transmit- 
ted to  the  pay -master  general  for  the  t^se  of  the  army  in  the  Massachusetts-  Bay, 
and  that  tne  general  was  under  great  difficulty  for  want  of  money : 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  tor  Pennsylvania  do  immediately  send,  under  a 
proper  guard,  to  the  pay-master  general,  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  Masss- 
chu0etts-Bay,  the  sum  of  527,480  dollars,  which,  with  that  sent,  will  make  up 
the  sum  of  700,000  dollars  voted  at  th&last  session. 

Sundry  letters  received  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  were  produced  and 
read,  viz. 

Two  from  gcfneral  Washington,  No.  4,  and  5,  with  sundry  enclosed  mpers ; 
four  from  general  Schuyler,  l6th  and  21st  of^July,  and  2d  and  31st  of  August, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed. 

One  from  Messrs.  L.  Morris,  and  J.  Wilson,  of  6th  September. 

One  from  G.  Bedford,  deputy  muster-master  aeneral,  with  enclosed  papers 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  deputies  of  the  severaldistricts  in  the  island  of  Ber- 
muda, dated  12th  of  August,  with  an  account  of  the  provisions  imported  and 
expended  in  that  island,  for  three  years  last  past,  taken  from  the  custom-houi^e 
books,  and  an  estimate  of  the  provisions  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  inha- 
hitants  for  one  Tear. 

A  memorial  from  James  Stewart  and  Samuel  Jackson,  owners  of  the  ship 
Friendship,  Thomas  Jann,  master,  was  presented  to  Coneress  and  read,  setting 
forth  that  the  siud  ship,  on  the  28th  of  August  last,  sailed  from  Maiyland  with 
a'  cargo  of  tobacco,  but  being  overtaken  by  the  late  storm,  she  was  driven  oa 
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shoals  and  much  damaged,  and  got  into  Hampton  road,  with  the  loss  of  all  her 
masts ;  and  praying  that  the  memorialists  may  be  allowed  to  unload  said  ship, 
and  that  after  being  refitted,  she  may  take  the  said  cargo  onboard,  and  proceed 
on  her  voyage* 
^  The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  above  memorial. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  caivo  be  unloaded  under  the  inspection  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Norfolk,  and  that  the  said  ship,  being  refitted,  oe  allowed  to  take 
said  cai*eo  on  board  again,  and  proceed  on  her  voyage ;  and  in  case,  on  exami- 
nation, uie  said  ship  is  condemned  as  unfit  for  sea,  that  the  said  cau^  be  put 
on  board  some  other  vessel,  under  the  inspection  of  the  committee  aforesaid^ 
and  exported.    . 

Information  being  given  to  Congress,  that  Dr.  Franklin  had  on  board  the  Ma« 
Tj  and  Elizabeth,  capt.  N.  Falconer,  from  London,  sundrv  cases,  containing 
his  books,  papers,  and  household  furniture,  which  were  in  his  use  when  he  liv- 
ed in  Lonaon,  and  which  were  imported  for  his  own  use,  and  na%  for  sale ;  and 
it  being  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  tiie  Congress,  whether  such  importa- 
tion is  comprehended  within  the  first  article  of  association, 

Resolved,  That  such  importation  is  not  to  be  comprehended  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  said  first  article  of  the  association,  and  that  the  said  books,  papers, 
and  furniture  may  be  landed  and  delivered  to  the  owner. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania,  HI  as  presented  and  read.  ^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  September  14,  1775. 

A  number  of  letters  received  by  several  members,  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, bein^  produced,  were  read: 

First,  a  letter  from  Joseph  Hawley,  esq.  excusing  his  not  acting  as  a  com- 
missioner for  Indian  affairs,  on  account  of  his  bad  state  of  health. 

Second,  a  letter  from  Elisha  Phelps,  appointed  a  commissary  for  the  northern 
aimy  by  governor  Trumbull,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  Congress,  together 
with  a  copy  of  his  commission  ana  appointment. 

Third,  a  letter  from  J.  Reade,  esq.  secretary  to  general  Washington,  among 
other  things,  intimating  the  desire  of  th^  j^neral,  that  the  clothing  lately  in- 
tercepted Dy  the  committee  of  Philadelphia,  should  be  forwarded  to  the  camp 
for  the  use  of  the  American  armv. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  clotningbe  immediately  forwarded,  under  a  proper 
guard,  by  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  to  general  Washington,  for  the  use  of 
the  American  army. 

Fourth,  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  in  New  York,,  with  an  enclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Washington : 
These  beins  taken  into  consideration. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  delegates  for  Pennsylvania  prepare  and  lay  before  the 
Congress  to-morrow,  an  account  of  the  powder  belonging  to  the  United  Colo- 
nies, received,  and  how  it  is  disposed  ot,  also  an  account  of  all  the  powder 
now  in  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  Edwanl  Flemming,  esq.  be  appointed  deputy  adjutant-jgeneral 
for  the  army  in  the  New-York  or  northern  department,  with  the  rank  ofa  colo- 
nel, and  that  the  president  make  out  a  commission  for  him  accordingly,  and 
forward  the  same  dv  the  first  opportunity. 

Resolvedj  That  tne  president  forward  to  general  Schuyler  four  hundred 
blank  commissions  for  the  officers  in  his  army,  to  be  by  him  filled  up,  agreeable 
to  the  order  of  Congress. 

Fifth,,  sundry  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  which  being  taken  into  consi- 
deration. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Stringer,  esq.  be  appointed  director  of  the  hospital, 
and  chief  physician  andsuigeonfor  the  army  in  the.  northern  department. 
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Tkat  the  pny  of  the  said  Samuel  Stringer,  as  director,  phjsician,  and  m- 
|^MMi,be  four  dollars  (ler  day. ' 

Thai  he  be  authorized  and  have  power  to  appoint,  a  number  of  suigeoo'i 
mates  under  him,  not  exceeding  four. 

«That  the  pay  of  said  mates  be  two-  thirds  of  a  dollar  per  daj« 

That  the  number  be  not  kept  in  constant  pay,  uoiess  the  sick  and  woaoded 
be'#o  numerous  as  to  require  the  constant  attendance  of  four»  and  to  be  dim- 
inished as  circumstances  will  admit,  for  which  reason  the  pay  is  fixed  by  tbt 
day,  tiiat  they  may  only  receive  pay  for  actual  service. 

That  the  aeputv  commissary  general  be  directed  to  pay  Dr.  Stringer  for 
the  medicines  he  nas  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  that  he  purchase 
and  forward  such  other  medicines  as  general  Schuyler  shall,  by  his  warraBt, 
direct,  for  the  use  of  said  army. 

That  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  be  i 
committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  ror  supplying  the  continental  armj  widi 
medicines. 

The  delegates  for  Pennsylvania  appointed,  at  the  last  session,  a  committee  to 
settle  and  pay  the  expenses  incurrea  for  raisins  and  arming  the  rifle  compi- 
nies,  as  wefl  as  those  incurred  in  consequence  of  a  resolve  for  raisings  compi- 
ny  of  hussars,  and  for  expresses,  &c.  informed  the  Congress,  that,  on  accoaot 
ot  sundry  difficulties,  they  had  not  executed  that  service,  and  desired  that 
some  members  from  other  colonies,  where  debts  have  been  contracted,  maj  be 
added ;  whereupon,  > 

Besolvedy  That  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr<  Deiiif, 
be  added  to  the  delegates  for  Pennsylvania,  and  that  any  five  of  them  be  aqno- 
rum  to  settle  and  pay  the  above  accounts,  and  make  report  of  their  proceed- 
inss  to  Congress. 

The  delegates  from  tlie  colony  of  Georgia  informed  the  Congress,  that,  agree- 
ble  to  an  oraer  from  their  constituents^  they  had  sundry  papers  from  tint  co- 
lony to  lay  before  the  Congress. 

The  papers,  being  produced,  were  read. 

The  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the  northern  department,  bayiss 
transmitted  to  the  Congress  the  minutes  of  a  treaty  held  with  the  Six  Nations 
at  Albanv,  in  August,  £e  same  were  read. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  tLe  letter  received  bon 
Messrs.  L.  Aiorris,  and  J.  Wilson,  of  the  6th  inst. 

Beaolvedt  That  col.  Lewis  Morris,  who  is  now  at  Pittsbui^  be,  and  he» 
hereby  empowered  to  act  as  a  commissioned  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  de- 

Krtment,  at  the  treaty  proposed  to  be  held  there  on  the  SSd  instant.  Dr.  Frank- 
i,  the  standing  commissioner,  not  being  able  to  attend. 
Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  Messrs.  Morris  and  Wilson,  andifi- 
form  them  of  the  foregoing  resolution 
Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  September  15, 1775. 

Besolved,  That  Dr.  Thomas  Walker  be  appointed  a  commissioner  (9th' 
dia9  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  in  the  room  of  P.  Henry,  esq.  who  has 
declined  that  service. 

The  delegates  from  Georgia  informed  the  Con^p:'ess,  that  when  the  conven- 
tion of  that  colony  agreed  to  enter  into  the  continental  association,  thej  re- 
solved, amoni^  other  things,  **  that  if  any  vessel  arrived  from  Great-Bntain. 
between  the  sixth  day  of  July  and  the  ^ixth  of  Austist,  the  goods  imported 
should,  at  the  option  of  the  importer,  either  be  re-snipped,  or  put  into  store« 
and  there  remain  until  the  Congress  determined  what  should  be  done  with 
them.'*— That  during  that  time  two  vessels  had  arrived  with  goods,  whick 
were  stored ;  they  fiereCbre  desired  the  determination  of  the  Congress  oi 
that  matt^. 
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After  some  detmte  thereon, 

I(e8olifed^  That  it  be  repommeDded  to  the  conyention  of  Georg^  to  cause 
the  cargoes,  which  have  arriTed  there  from  Oreat-Britun  or  Ireland,  between 
^e  su^Bi  day  of  Jaly  and  the  sixth  day  of  Ausust,  at  the  election  of  the 
froprietorsy  either  to  be  sent  back  or  sold  at  pnUic  auction ;  that  out  of  the 
aM^nies  arising  from  such  sales,  the  proprietors  or  shippers,  be  paid  the  prime 
cost  of  said  cargoes,  and  idl  charges  attending  the  same^  and  that  the  overplus 
be  retained  by  we  said  convention,  and  by  them  applied  toward  putting  their 
province  into  a  posture  of  defence. 

Adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  BepUmkr  16, 1775. 

The  delegates  from  New*Hamnshire  attended  in  Congress,  and  produced 
their  credentials,  which  were  reaa  and  approved,  and  are  as  follows: 

CoLorr  OF  New-Hampshire,  in  Cokoubsb,  at  Exctee,  Jiugtut  23, 1775* 

Voted,  That  colonel  Josiah  Bartlett  be  appointed  in  the  room  and  stead  of 
John  Sullivan,  esq.  now  engaged  in  the  army,  in  conjunction  with  captain  John 
Langdon,  to  represent  this  colony  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Cfoloniesat 
Philadelphia,  and  that  either  of  them,  in  the  absence  of  the  other,  have  full 
power  to  represent  this  colony  at  said  Congress. 

(Signed)  MATTOEW  THORNTON,  Presiieni. 

A  true  copy  from  the  joumd, 

^    Attest,  E.  THOMSON,  Secretary. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letters  from  general  Wash- 
ington, No. 4,  5,  and  6,  and  one  since  received,  but  not  numbered;  and  after 
d^ate, 

Besolvedj  That  the  further  conuderation  of  them  be  deferred  till  Monday 
next. 

Reeohedy  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  take  into  conside* 
ration  the  state  of  the  trade  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  next,  nine  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  September  18,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  riflemen,  &c.  laid 
before  the  Congress  the  account  of  Mr.  West  and  Mr.  Donaldson,  amounting 
to  5303  62-90  dollars,  money  by  them  advanced  for  the  purchase  of  rifles  and 
shirts,  &c.  for  the  privates  of  several  companies,  which  is  charged  to  the  res- 
pective companies,  and  for  blankets  and  ammunition  supplied  them,  which  19 
charfl;ed  to  the  continent,  which  account  the  committee  have  examined  and 
find  Just. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  pay  the  above  account 

An  express  arriving  with  letters  from  eenend  Schuyler,  dated  Isle-aux-Noix, 
September  8th,  and  uie  same  being  read, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  letters  from  general  Washington, 
be  deferred  till  to-mon:ow. 

Resolved,  That  the  Consress  will,  to-morrow,  take  into  consideration 'the 
letters  from  general  Schuyler. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

ITJESDAY,  September  19,  1775. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler ; 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  puMish  an  authentic  account  of  the  intelligence 
received. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Rotledge,  and  Mr.  Jay,  be  a 
committee  to  prepare'  the  draueht  of  a  letter  to  general  Schuyler. 

A  motion  beiw  made  in  behalf  of  one  Col.  John  Fenton,  who  had  been 
taken,  into  custody  by  the  convention  of  New-Hampshire,  for  being  concerned 
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in  measures  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  Americanft»  and  who,  by  order  of  tke 
general,  now  remains,  on  his  parole,  a  prisoner  at  Hartford ;  that  he  may  be 
permitted  to  go  to  Great-Britain  or  Ireland, 

Resolvedf  That  general  Washington  be  instructed  to  discharge  the  said 
Col.  John  Feuton  from  custody,  on  his  giving  his  parole  of  honor  to  proceed 
to  New-York,  and  from  thence  to  Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  and  not  to  take  up 
arms  aeainst  the  good  people  of  this  continent. 

Resolved^  That  ihe  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  take  into  consideration  the 
letters  from  general  Washington. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock* 

WEDNESDAY,  SepUmber  20,  1775. 

Resolved^  That  the  president  write  to  the  provincial  convention  of  New- 
York,  or  the  committee  of  safety,  directing  them  immediately  to  equip  and 
send  forward  the  whole  of  the  troops  ordered  to  be  raised,  to  join  general 
Schuyler,  with  all  possible  expedition. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  general  Schuyler,  brought  in 
the  same,  which  being  debated,  corrected  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  signed  by  the  president  and  forwarded  immediately. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  general  Schuyler's  letter,  and  of  the  enclosed  papers, 
and  of  the  letter  sent  to  general  Schuyler,  be  immediately  forwarded  to  general 
Washington. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letters  from  gen.  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gridly  have  a  commission  as  a  colonel  of  the  artillery. 

That  the  appointment  of  a  brigadier-general  be  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  subject  of  trade  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  September  21,  1775. 

rTlie  committee  of  accounts  laid  before  the  Congress  sundry  accounts,  viz. 

An  account  of  Timothy  Matlack,  employed  as  a  clerk,  amounting  to  162 
dollars. 

An  account  of  James  Milligan,  for  sundry  sail  cloth,  Russia  sheeting,  ozna* 
brigs,  &c.  bought  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  Wilson,  by  order  of  the  Congress,  for 
the  use  of  the  continental  army,  amounting  to  4842  3-90  dollars. 

An^  account  from  the  <!ommittee  of  Berks,  advanced  for  sundry  rifle  compa- 
nies, amounting  to  55^1  1-5  dollars,  including  a  considerable  sum  advanced  to 
colonel  Thompson. 

Ordered,  That  the  two  fint  be  paid  immediately,  and  that  the  last  be  referred 
back  to  the  committee,  for  examination,  andif  found  just,  that  they  pay  it. 

Resolvedj  lliat  the  appointment  of  a  brigadier-general  be  deferr^. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  general's  letters,  and 
liiereupon  came  to. the  following  resolutions: 

Resolv^,  That  general  Washington  be  ordered  to  issue  commissions  to 
majors  Box,  Scammel,  and  Brewer,  as  brigade-majors. 

That  the  pay  of  the  judge -advocate  in  the  army  in  the  Massachusetto-Bay, 
for  himself  and  his  clerk,  be  fifty  dollars  per  montn,  from  the  time  of  his  ap- 
pointment.    . 

That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  me- 
morial of  the  commissary  general,  and  report  their  opinion  on  the  best  means 
of  supplying  the  army  with  provisions. 

The  ballots  beine  brought  in  and  examined,  the  following  persons  were 
elected,  viz.  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  P«  Livineston,  Mr.  Cushine  and 
Mr.  Ward. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  empowered  to  nominate  and  appoint  a 
propier  person  to  the  office  of  brigade -major,  in  the  army  under  his  comauind, 
anu  to  issue  a  commission  accordingly. 
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BesolyedfThsLt  the  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  take  into  consideration  the  state 
of  ihfi  trade  of  North- America. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Sepkmber  22, 1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  the  account  of  Andrew  M'Neare» 
door-keeper,  for  his  service,  amounting  to  57. B  dollars,  is  reasonable,  and  ought 
to  be  paia.     «  ^ 

Oraereds  That  the  same  be  paid  • 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  the  Coneress  and  read,  viz. 

Two  nrom  the  committee  of  safety  in  New-York,  with  sundry  papers  en^ 
closed. 

One  from  Mr.  Morris  and,  Mr.  Wilson,  dated  Pittsburg,  .September  14, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed. 

The  committee  of  safety  for  Pennsylvania,  having  informed  the  Congress 
that  they  have  taken  into  custody  major  Rogers,  an  officer  in  the  king's  service. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  committee  find  nothing  against  major  Rogers, 
except  that  of  his  being  a  half-pay  officer,  he  be  discharged,  on  giving  his 
parole  not  to  take  up  arms  a^inst  the  inhabitants  of  America  in  the  present 
controversy  between  Great-Bntain  and  America. 

The  order  of  the  dtfy  being  read, 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state 
of  the  trade  of  America,  and  report  their  opinion. 

That  the  committee  consist  of  seven. 

The  ballots  beine  taken  and  examined,  the  following -persons  were  chosen, 
▼iz.  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Deane,  and  Mr.  Willing. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  the  account  of  William  Shed, 
amounting  to  48  dollars,  for  his  services  as  messenger,  last  session,  is  reason- 
able, and  ought  to  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  account  be  paid. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

SATURDAY,  September  23,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  ta  purchase  a  quantity  of  woollen 
goods  for  the  nse  of  the  army,  to  the  amount  ot  five  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

That  the  said  goods,  when  bought,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  quarter- 
masters general  of  the  continentalarmies,  and  that  the  same  be  by  them  sold 
out  to  the  private  soldiers  of  said  armies,  at  prime  cost  and  charges,,  including 
a  commission  of  five  per  centum  to  the  said  quarter-masters  general  for  their 
trouble. 

That  the  committee  consist  of  five. 

The  ballot  beine  taken  and  examined,  the  following  members  were  chosen  ^ 
Mr.  Lewis,  l^r.  Alsop,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Langdon. 

The  committee  of  claims  produced  two^receipts  for  money  received  of  James 
Whitehead. 

One  signed  by  Richard  Brown,  a  captain  of  one  of  the  rifle  companies  from 
Maryland,  for  fifty  pounds  Pennsylvania  currency,  133  1-6  dollars. 

The  other  signea  by  Michael  Cres8op,a  captain  of  the  other  rifle  company  from 
Maryland,  for  one  hundred  pounds  Pennsylvania  currency,  266  2-3  dollars, 
received  for  the  use  of  their  respective  companies,  marching  to  Cambridge  in 
the  continental  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid  to  James  Whitehead,  and  charged 
to  the  respective  coihpanfes. 

Orderea^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  of  supply- 
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ins  the  armj  with  mediciiies,  do  \mj  a  parcel  of  drugs  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ea« 
palje,  which  he  offers  at  the  prime  cost 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

MONDAY)  Bepiember  25, 1775. 

The  CoQcress  took  into  consideration  the  letters  from  general  Waahingtoa^ 
No.  5,  and  o,  and  two  others  not  numbered. 

Mesolwd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer. 

The  ballots  beine  taken  and  examined,  the  following  members  were  clisma» 
▼iz.  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Adams. 

The  committee  of  claims  haTing  represented  to  the  Congress,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  order  of  Congress;  datea  the  first  of  Aucnst  last,  tiiey  have  drawa 
out  of  the  treasury  the  sum  of  10»000  dollars,  and  that  over  and  abeve»  they 
have  drawn  on  the  treasurers  for  the  further  sum  of  1,926  1-4  dollars,  is  di»> 
charge  sundry  accounts,  which  the  Congress  ordered  them  to  pay,  they  there- 
fore move  that  the  Congress  will  issue  an  order  for  the  same  to  indemnify  the 
treasurers. 

The  conmss  taking  this  matter  into  consideration, 

Besolvea,  That  the  committee's  draught  for  the  above  sum  be  deemed  valid« 
and  allowed  good  in  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

As  accounts  are  brought  in  different  from  those  committed  to  tiie  foregoing 
committee  to  liquidate,  and  as  it  is  proper  that  the  accounts  of  the  continent 
be  put  into  a  proper  train  of  liquidation  and  settlement,  in  order  for  payment^ 

Besolvedt  xhat  a  committee  of  accounts  w  claims  be  now  iq^inted*to  con« 
sist  of  one  member  from  each  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  whom  all  accounts 
against  the  continent  are  to  be  referred,  who  are  to  examine  and  report  upon 
the  same,  in  order  for  payment,  seven  of  them  to  be  a  quorum. 

That  the  committee  consist  of  the  following  members,  viz*  Mr.  Lancdon, 
Mr.  Gushing,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Wming^ 
Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Gadsden,  and  Mr.  Zubly. 

That  the  former  committee  deliver  to  the  committee  now  appointed,  all  the 
books,  accounts,  and  papers  in  their  hands. 

The  delegates  from  rennsjrlvania  produced  an  account  of  the  powder  im- 
ported, and  how  it  has  been  disposed  of. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from  Messrs.  Morris 
and  Wilson,  of  14th  September,  with  the  enclosed  papers,  and  after  some  de- 
bate, the  same  was  referred  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o^clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  26, 1775. , 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for,  but  as  the  delegates  for  Yii^ma  and 
Pennsylvania  were  not  present,  the  consideration  of  the  letters  and  papers  from 
Messrs.  Morris  and  Wilson  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to  General  Washington's 
letters,  reported  the  same,  which  was  read,  debated,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  being  transcribed,  be  signed  by  the  preadent,  and 
be  forwarded  immediately. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  journal  of  the  Congress  during  the 
Isst  sessions,  in  order  for  the  press,  reported  a  copy,  which  was  in  part  rend. 

Ordered^  That  the  remainder  be  read  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Sepiemher  27,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  applied  to  the  Congress  for  advice  how  to  charge 

sundry  accouots,  and  the  same  b<Mng  taken  into  consideration, 
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Resolved^  That  the  expense  of  kettles,  canteens,  and  spoons,  supplied  to  the 
soldiers,  be  charged  to  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  160,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Connecticut,  for  sup- 
plies issued  by  that  colonj  for  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  be  ac- 
counted for  bj  them. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  following  ac- 
counts were  reasonable,  and  .ought  to  be  paid. 

A  balance  due  to  Robert  Erwin,  wagon-master,  amounting  to  BS7  1-15  of  a 
dollar. 

An  account  of  George  Frtfnk,  for  riding  express,  amounting  to  38  dollars. 

An  account  of  the  committee  of  Northampton  county,  for  money  advanced 
for  sundry  rifle  companies,  amounting  to  31 82  39-90  oi  a  dollar. 

Ordered^  That  tlie  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  journals  of  the  last  sessions,  and  the  same  being 
read, 

Ordered^  That  the  journal,  as  now  corrected,  be  published  by  the  secretary, 
and  that  he  superintend  and  correct  the  press. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  and  Robert  rurviance,  was  presented  and  read, 
setting  forth,  that  they  had  chartered  a.  vessel  to  cary  a  load  of  wheat,  that  the 
said  vessel  in  going  from  Philadelphia  to  Chester-Town,  Maryland,  was  lost  in 
the  late  storm,  by  which  they  were  prevented  from  exporting,  before  the  10th 
of  September,  the  cargo  which  they  had  actually  purchas^ ;  and  therefore 
proving  for  liberty  to  export  the  cargo  to  a  foreign  port.* 

OrtSred,  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Certain  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadel- 
phia, respecting  an  application  made  to  them  by  a  captain,  for  leave  to  take  a 
cargo  of  flour  to  Gloucester,  in  Massachusetts-bay,  were  laid  before  the  Con- 
gress and  read. 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Friday. 

FRIDAY,  September  S9, 1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington,  dated  the  21st  of  September,  with 
sundry  enclosed  papers,  being  received  by  express,  was  laid  before  Congress 
and  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  as  their  opinion,  that  the  following  ac- 
counts ought  to  be  paid : 

A  balance  due  to  John  Powell,  for  riding  express,  amounting  to  45 1  -3  dollars. 

An  account  of  Matthias  Slou^,  for  money  advanced  to  the  rifle  companies, 
amounting  to  710  64-90  dollars. 

An  account  of  James  Alexander  for  riding  express,  a  balance  due  to  him, 
amounting  to  172  26-90  dollars. 

Orderdi^  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved^  That  when  any  accounts  are  ordered  to  be  paid,  the  orders  be 
drawn  on  the  treasurers  and  signed  by  the  president. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be  appointed  to  repair  imme- 
diately to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  to  confer  with  general  Washington,  and 
with  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode-Island,  the 
conncil  ot  Massachusetts,  and  the  president  of  the  convention  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, and  such  other  persons  as  to  the  said  committee  shall  seem  proper, 
touching  the  most  effectual  method  of  continuing,  supporting,  and  regulating 
a  continental  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  said  comnuttee  be  deferred  till  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
Vol.  I.  19 
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SATURDAY,  September  30,  1775. 

The  Congress  proceeded  totfae  election  of  a  committee,  and  the  ballots  being 
examined,  Mr.  Ljnch  and  Dr.  Franklin  were  found  to  be  duly  elected  bj  a 
majority  of  votes,  and  two  other  members  having  an  equal  number. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  proceed  to  the  election  of  another  member  for 
the  committee,  and  that  this  rule  be  observed  in  all  similar  cases. 

Accordingl7,"the  ballots  being  taken,  the  committee  of  examination  reported, 
that  Mr.  Harrison  is  dulj  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  rf  five  members  he  appointed  to  draw  ap  in- 
fitructions  for  the  above  committee. 

The  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  members  were  chosen :  Mr.  J.  Rat- 
ledge,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.R.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Mesolved,  That  the  president  inform  general  Washington,  by  express,  of  the 
resolution  of  Congres^s,  appointing  a  committee  to  wait  on  him,  in  order  to  con- 
ault  with  hiTO,'touching  the  most  effectual  method  of  continuing*  supporting, 
and  regulating  a  continental  army. 

That  a  letter  to  the  same  import  be  written  to  the  governor  of  Connecticut, 
and  that  the  president  therein  request  him,  in  case  he  cannot  himself  attend, 
that  he  will  appoint  a  person  to  re])resent  that  colony,  and  confer  with  the  com- 
mittee of'  the  Congress  on  the  subjects  entrusted  to  them^  ' 

That  like  letters  be  written  to  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  fo  the 
lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode«Island,  and  to  the  president  of  the  convention 
of  New-Hampshire. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  following  ac- 
counts ought  to  be  paid,  viz. 

A  certincate  presented  by  William  Hall,  signed  by  captain  Daniel  Morgan, 
for  necessaries  Amishedbv  George  Kyser  to  nis  company,  another  c^tificate 
presented  by  said  W.  Hall,  and  sijsned  by  said  D.  Morgan,  for  necessaries 
furnished  his  company  by  Mesheck  Sexton,  both  the  above  sums,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  71  2-3  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  said  Morgan's  company. 

An  account  of  necessaries  furnished  by  John  Jordan,  of  Lancaster,  for  cap- 
tiun  Ross  and  captain  Smith's  companies  of  riiemen,  amounting  to  432  1^ 
dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  continent 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  trade  of  America,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next 

MONDAY,  October  %  1775. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  trade, 
and  after  some  debate. 

Resolved^  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  tke  state  of  the  trade  of  the  .thirteen 
United  Colonies^ 

That  the  above  report  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions,  reported  a  draught,  which 
being  read  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  fair  copy  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  general. 

Resolved,  That  where  the  word  month  is  used,  the  Congress  means  calendar 
tnonth,  by  wl^ch  the  pay  of  the  men  in  the  service  of  the  continent  is  to  be  re- 
gulated. 

Resohedj  That  the  pay  of  the  second  lieutenants  in  the  inarching  reg^ents 
be  the  same  as  that  of  the  first  lieutenants^ 

Adjourned,  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow. 
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TUESDAY,  October  3,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that,  in  their  opinion*  the  following  ac 
counts  ought  to  be  paid :  ^ 

The  account  of  Frederick  Bickine  for  56  reams  of  paper  for  the  continental 
currency,  amounting  to  38.8  4-5  dollars. 

The  account  of  Samuel  Boughman,  for  the  entertainment  of  capt  Ross's  com- 
pany, amounting  to  14.t  dollars* 

Two  accounts  from  the  committee  of  Trenton  for  wagonage  and  sundry  ex- 
presses, amounting  together  to  the  sum  of  103  4-5. 

Two  accounts  delivered  in  by  Casper  Weitzal,  for  expenses  for  diet  and  pro- 
visions for  capt.  Lowden's  company  of  riflemen,  amounting,  together,  to  the 
sum  of  44.6  dollars. 

Two  accounts  delivered  in  by  Miles  and  Wistar,  for  necessaries  furnished 
by  John  Harris,  jun.  and  Elias  Younkman,  to  capt  Lowden's  company  of  rifle- 
men, amounting  to  96  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  said  company. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  of  claims  further  reported  an  account  of  Frederick  Blanken- 
bei^  and  Leonard  Stein,  retained  as  hussars,  on  which  they  desired  to  know 
the  determination  of  Congress. 

'  Ordered,  That  the  above  named  Frederick  Blankenberg  and  Leonard  Stein 
be  allowed  to  retain  the  clothes  made  for  them,  and  that,  over  and  above,  they 
be  paid  16  dollars  eacb  for  the  time  they  were  ret^ned  in  service. 

Mesolved,  That  the  commissary  eenera)  contract  for  such  quantities  of  beef 
and  pork  as  may  be  thought  proper  by  the  general,  and  have  the  same  salted  up 
in  convenient  houses  near  the  camp,  according  to  his  scheme  recommended  by 
the  general  to  the  consideration  of  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  immediately 
sent  to  the  pay-master  general,  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  Massachusetts 
Bay. 

Mesolved^  That  the  committee  who  are  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp,  be 
requested  to  take  the  chaise  of  the  abo%0  sum,  or  as  much  of  it  as  they  con- 
veniently can. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  committee  be  paid  out  of  the  continental 
treasury. 

One  of  the  delegates  for  Rhode-Island  laid  before  the  Congress  a  part  of  the 
instructions  eiven  them  by  their  two  houf;es  of  legislature,  Aueust,  26,  1775. 

Resolved,  Fhat  the  Congress  will  on  Friday  next  take  the  above  into  consi- 
deration. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp,  do  confer  with 
Mr.  Rittenhouse,  and  enquire  of  nim  whether  he  apprehends  ne  can  be  of  ser- 
vice to  the  continent  as  an  engineer,  and,  if  he  can,  to  engage  him,  and  desire 
he  would*  with  all  convenient  speed,  repair  to  the  camp. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  commit* 
tee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  trade  of  these  colo- 
nies* 

Adjourned  te  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  4, 1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  following  ac- 
count ought  to  be  paid. 

An  account  of  the  committee  of  Bedford  county,  for  neciessaries  furnished  to 
the  company  of  riflemen  raised  therein,  amounting  to  755  1-3  dollars,  of  which 
sum  l£8  2-3  dollars  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  and  the  remaining 
sum  of  626  £-3  dollars  ought  to  be  charged  to  capt.  Robert  Cluggage's  compa- 
Bv,  as  so  much  of  their  pay  advanced  to  tnem. 
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Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Two  members  who  undertook  to  receive  and  count  the  money,  for  which  an 
order  passed  yesterday,  to  be  sent  to  the  pay -master  general,  reported  that  thej 
found  only  189,467  doUarsifeady  in  the  treasury,  which  they  received  and  have 
packed  up  ready  to  be  sent  forward,  for  which  they  gave  their  own  receipts^ 
and  now  return  the  order  drawn  by  the  president. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  trade  of  the  thir- 
teen United  Colonies,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  nresident  resuffl* 
ed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  haa  taken  into  con- 
sideration tlie  matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  ^y  resolution, 
desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolped,  That  tins  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  coiniDittee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  further  consideration  the  state  of  the  trade  of  thetlur- 
teen  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  October  5,  1775. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  icon- 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  further  consideration  the  state  of  the  trajJeof 
the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  president 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  not  having  come  to  any  reso- 
lution, they  desired  leave  to  sit  a^ain. 

Mesolvea,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  uieir  further  consideration  the  state  of  the  trade  «f 
the  thirteen  United  Colonies. 

Sundry  letters  from  London  were  laid  before  the  Congress  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  in- 
tercepting two  vessels,  which  are  on  their  way  to  Canada,  laden  witn  arms  and 
powder,  and  that  the  committee  proceed  on  this  business  immediately. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  following  ac- 
counts ought  to  be  paid  : 

An  account  of  Mrs.  Stille,  of  Trenton,  for  the  expenses  of  captain  Ross, 
and  others,  to  be  chareed  to  ihe  said  Ross,  until  he  makes  it  appear  to  be  ja»t 
and  reasonable,  that  the  sune  be  charged  to  the  continent,  amounting  to  S3  r6* 
90  dollars. 

An  account  of  Charles  Axford,  for  provisions  for  captain  Ross's  compaoj. 
amounting  to  8*  3-90  dollars. 

An  account  rendered  by  Charity  Britton,  for  provisions  for  the  same  com* 
pany,  amountifig  to  9  66-90  dollars. 

An  account  render^  by  Joseph  Clunn,  for  provisions  ftr  the  same  company 
amounting  to  7  86-90  dollars. 

An  account  of  William  and  Thomas  Bradford,  for  printing  amountifig  t» 
178  7-90  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  aboVe  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  Timothy  Matlack,  of  this  city,  be  employed  as  a  store- 
keeper, and  that  the  implements  provided  for  the  hussars,  and  the  tents  and 
linen,  &c.  purchased  for  the  army,  be  put  under  his  care. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  intercepting  the  two  vessels 
bound  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideratioo; 
whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  a  letter  be  sent  to  general  Washington,  to  inform  him,  that 
Congress  having  received  certain  intelligence  of  the  sailing  of  two  north 
country  built  brigs,  of  no  force,  from  England,  on  the  11th  of  August  last' 
loaded  with  arms,  powder,  and  other  stores,  for  Quebec,  without  convoy,  whick 
it  being  of  importance  to  intercept,  desire  that  he  apply  to  the  council  of  Ms) 
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aachusetts-Bay^  for  the  two  armed  vessels  in  their  service,  and  desfMitch  the 
same,  with  a  sufficient  namber  of  people,  stores,  &c«  particularly  a  number  of 
oars,  in  onler,  if  possible,  to  intercept  the  said  two  brigs  and  their  cargoes, 
and  secure  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  continent;  also,  any  other  transports 
laden  with  ammunition,  clothing,  or  other  stores,  for  the  use  of  the  ministerial 
army  or  navy  in  America,  apd  secure  them  in  the  most  convenient  places  for 
the  purpose  abovementioned ;  that  he  zive  the  commander  or  commanders 
such  instructions  as  are  necessary,  as  uso  proper  encouragement  to  the  ma- 
rines and  seamen,  that  shall  be  sent  on  this  enterprize,  which  instructions  are 
to  be  delivered  to  the  commander  or  commanders  sealed  up,  with  orders  not  to 
open  the  same  until  out  of  sight  of  land,  on  account  of  secrecy. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  said  honorable  council,  to  put  the  said  vessels 
under  the  |;eneral's  command  and  direction,  and  to  furnish  him  instantly  with 
every  necessary  in  their  power,  at  the  expense  of  the  continent. 

That  the  general  be  directed  to  employ  the  said  vessels  and  others,  if  he 
judge  necessary,  to  effect  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  and  that  he  be  infonned  that 
the  Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut  vessels  of  force  will  be  sent  directly  to  their 
assistance.  / 

That  a  letter  be  wrote  to  governor  Cooke,  inionning  him  of  the  above, 
desiring  him  to  despatch  one  or  both  tlie  armed  vessels  of  the  colony  of 
Rhode-Island  on  the  same  service,  and  that  he  use  the  precautions  abovemen- 
tioned. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  governor  Trumbull,  requesting  of  him  the  largest 
vessel  in  the  service  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  to  be  sent  on  the  enterprize 
aforesaid,  acquainting  him  with  the  above  particulars,  and  recommending  the 
same  precautions. 

That  the  siaid  ships  and  vessels  of  war  be  on  the  continental  risque  and  pay, 
during  their  being  so  employed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  6,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  Ticonderoga,  £5tli  and  28th  Sep" 
tember,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read. 

Rtsolvedt  That  orders  issue  to  the  continental  treasurers,  to  collect  for  con- 
tinental bills,  a  quantity  of  silver  and  gold,  not  exceeding  53,200  dollars  in 
value,  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  provincial  assemblies  or 
conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of  safety,  to  arrest  and  secure  every 
person  in  their  respective  colonies,  whose  eoin^  at  large  may,  in  their  opinion, 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  colony,  or  the  liberties  of  America. 

Or&red,  That  an  authentic  copy  of  the  last  resolve  be  transmitted  -by  the 
delegates  to  proper  persons  in  their  respective  colonies. 

Resolved^  Tliat  the  committee  appointed  for  the  importation  of  powder,  be 
directed  to  export,  agreeable  to  the  continental  association,  as  much  provisions 
or  other  produce  of  these  colonies^  as  they  shall  judge  expedient  for  the  pur- 
chase of  arms  and  ammunition. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  letter  from  New-York,  respecting 
the  fortifications  ordered  to  be  erected  on  Hudson's  river. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  to-morrow 
iDominff  an  answer  to  the  convention  of  New-York. 

The  following  members  were  chosen  by  ballot,  viz:  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Deane, 
and  Mr.  R.  Livingston. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan,  &c.  brought  in  a  farther  report, 
ivhich  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  renewed^  and  the  considenttion  of  the  instmctiotfs 
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given  to  the  delegates  of  Hhode-IslAody  referred  to  this  daj»  was  pat  of  ti 
Mondaj  16th  instant. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  7,  1775. 

Ordered^  That  the  president  draw  on  the  treasurers,  in  favor  of  Francis 
Lewis,  John  Alsop,  Tnomas  Willing,  Silas  Deane,  and  John  Langdon,  esqn. 
for  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  sterling,  to  paj  for  the  goods  they  were 
ordered  to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  letter  from  the  con- 
Tention  of  New -York,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read  and  debated, 
was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

That  the  provincial  convention  of  New- York  be  directed  immediatelj  to 
render  Hudson's  river  defensible;  that  in  doing  this  they  be  particularly  at- 
tentive to  form  such  works  as  may  be  finished  before  the  winter  sets  in.  As  it 
is  very  doubtful  whether  any  stone  work  can  be  properly  made  at  this  advanced 
season,  it  is  submitted  to  the  jud^ent  of  the  said  convention,  whether  it  could 
not  be  more  cheaply  and  expeditiously  done  by  works  of  wood  or  fracines.  If 
they  should  think  otherwise,  that  they  be  directed  to  go  on  with  the  work  in  the 
way  which  they  think  best,  since  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Congress  that  the  work 
should  by  no  means  be  neglected.  * 

But  if  the  work  be  already  begun  on  the  plan  sent  us,  that  they  render  such 
parts  as  can  be  first  finished  defensible,  so  tnat  the  labour  be  not  thrown  away, 
if  an  attack  should  be  made  before  the  whole  can  be  finished. 

That  the  convention  be  directed  to  enquire  whether  there  are  not  some 
other  places  where  small  batteries  might  be  erected,  so  as  to  annoy  the  enemj 
on  their  passage,  particularly,  a  few  heavy  cannon  at  or  near  Moore's  honse, 
and  at  a  point  on  tne  west  shore,  a  little  above  Verplank's  point. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  said  convention,  to  establish,  at  proper  distances* 
posts  to  be  ready  to  give  intelligence  to  the  country,  in  case  of  any  inTasioa. 
or  by  signals  to  give  alarms  in  case  of  dajiger,  and  that  they  confer  with  the 
assembly  of  Connecticut,  and  convention  of  New-Jersey,  on  the  speediest  man- 
ner of  conveying  intelligence  in  such  cases,  and  receiving  assistance  when 
necessary. 

That  the  convention  be  farther  directed  to  take  the  most  eflTectual  method 
to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  said  river,  if,  upon  examination,  they  find  it 
practicable. 

Resolved^  That  orders  be  sent  to  general  Wooster,  in  case  he  has  no  orders 
to  the  contrary  from  general  Schuykr,  that  he  immediately  return  to  the  bat- 
teries erecting  in  the  highlands,  and  there  leave  as  many  of  his  troops,  as  the 
conductors  of  the  work  shall  think  necessary  for  completing  them«  ud  that 
he  repair  with  the  remainder  to  New-York. 

A  member  from  Pennsylvania  laid  before  the  Congress  a  resolve  passed  in  the 
bouse  of  assembly,  in  these  words : 

'*  In  Assembly,  8ef  Umber  50, 1775. 

*<  The  house  taking  into  consideration  the  several  letters  sent  down  yesterday 
by  tlie  governor,  acquainting  him  with  the  intrusion  of  a  number  of  people 
into  this  province,  under  a  pretended  claim  of  the  colony  of  Cdnnecticut,  t» 
the  great  annoyance  of  tlie  good  people  of  this  province : 

**Bjesolv€dt  That  the  delegates  for  this  province,  be  specially  dirq^ted  to  lay 
the  same  before  the  Congress,  with  the  mischievous  tendency  the  pursuing 
such  measures  will  have,  and  procure  the  aid  of  that  assembly  to  quiet  t^ 
minds  of  the  good  people  of  this  province,  and  prevent  farther  intrusion  ar 
extension  of  settlements  under  the  said  claim,  until  the  matter  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  king  and  council,  to  whom  both  sides  have  submitted  the  dispute. 

Extract  from  the  journals,    - 

CHARLES  MOORE,  Clerk  of  Jhsembt^r 
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Mtesolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  delegates  for-Connecticut  and 
Pennsylvania,  who  are  desired  to  report  thereon  on  Monday  next. 

Reived,  That  the  letter  from  Messrs.  Morris  and  Wilson  of  the  14th  of 
September,  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  9, 1775. 

r 

A  letter  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  commissary -general,  dated  September  23, 
1775,  was  read,  desiring  that  £  500  lawful  money,  1666  2-3  dollars  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Tracy,  for  money  by  him  advanced  to  colonel  Arnold,  for  the  use  of  the 
continent,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  his  account. 

Ordered^  That  the  president  draw  on  the  treasurers  for  the  above  sum  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Tracy,  and  that  the  same  be  chained  as  above. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  19th  of  September,  with  one 
enclosed  from  general  Montgomerv,  and  sundry  other  papers,  were  read. 

Ruolvtd^  That  a  committer  of  nve  members  be  appointed  to  take  the  same 
into  consideration,  and  report  an  answer. 

The  folIowiRff  members  chosen,  viz.  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  J.Rutledge,  Mr. 
Chase,  Mr.  R.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Deane. 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,'  informing  the  Congress, 
that  they  were  not  yet  ready  to  make  a  report  on  the  matters  referred  to  them, 

Ordtrei,  lliat  thev  prepare  and  bring  in  their  report  on  Wednesday  next. 

Ruolvtdt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  that 
ihey  immediately  raise,  at  the  expense  of  the  continent,  two  battalions,  con- 
sisting of  eig^t  companies  each,  and  each  company  ot  sixty-eight  privates, 
officered  with  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  four  sei}eants,.ftnd  four 
corporals.  • 

That  the  privates  be  inlisted  for  one  year,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  cal- 
endar month,  liable  to  be  dischaiged  at  any  time,  on  allowing  tliem  one  month's 
par  extraordinary. 

That  each  of  the  privates  be  allowed,  instead  of  a  bounty,  one  felt  hat, 
a  pair  of  yam  stockings,  and  a  pair  of  shoes ;  the  men  to  find  tneir  own  arms. 

That  the  pay  of  the  officers,  for  the  present,  be  the  same  as  th^t  of  tiie  offi- 
cers in  the  present  continental  army,  and  in  case  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  tlie 
army  is  augmented,  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  these  battalions  shall,  in  like 
Bianner,be  augmented  from  the  time  of  their  engaging  in  the.service. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Oetoher  10,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  the  following  accounts  reasonable,  and 
which  ought  to  be  P&id,  viz. 

The  account*of  Du  Simitiere,  for  translating  the  address  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies, to  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec,  amounting  to  eight  dollars. 

William  Govett's  account  of  the  expenses  of  a  party  of  twenty-seven  men^ 
escortine  powder  to  Trenton,  amounting  to  67.2  dollars. 

Davia  Rittenhouse's  for  tlurty-six  cuts  for  continental  money,  amounting  to 
48  dollars.  .  ^  ^ 

John  Thornton's  account  of  prorisions  and  ferriage  for  part  of  captain 
Ross's  comjpany,  amounting  to  10  dollars. 

Christopher  liud wig's  account  for  sundry  expenses  in  forwarding  powder  to 
Ticonderoga,  amounting  to  41.2  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounta  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to{;eneral  Schuvler's  letters, 
reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  pe- 
rusal of  the  members. 
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A  motion  bein?  made  relative  to  the  appointment  of  officers  in  tiie  conti' 
nental  artn j,  ana  the  same  being  lai^lj  debated,  the  determinati(»i  thereos 
was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  11,  \775. 

A  list  of  the  matters  referred  to  this  day  bein^  read. 

The  delegates  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania  were  called  on  to  report,  ot 
the  matter  referred  to  tliem,  but  not  being  yet  ready. 

Ordered^  That  they  meet  this  afternoon,  and  prepare  a  repcM-t  to  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  the  following  accounts  ought  to  be 
paid,  viz. 

The  account  of  the  committee  of  Elizabeth-Town,  for  cartage,  enresses, 
and  for  provisions  to  captain  Ross's  company,  amounting  to  Sl.3  dollars,  cf 
which  3  2-S  dollars  to  be  charged  to  captain  Ross. 

James  Leslie's  account  of  necessaries  furnished  to  captain  Ross's  companj, 
amounting  to  14.8  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  made  yesterdaj,  re- 
spectins  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  after  debate,  the  same  was  pos^med. 

Resolved,  Tnat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  what  subsistence 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  continental  service,  wIicd 
on  their' march,  and  in  quarters,  before  they  join  the  army. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Kinsey,  M^r.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Langdon. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  to  general  ^huyler,  wludi 
being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  forwarded. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  subsistence,  &c  brought  in  their  report 
which  being  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  to  be  taken  up  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow.  / 

THURSDAY,  October  12, 1775. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  respect- 
ing subsistence  for  the  soldiers,  &c. 

Resolved^  That  each  captain  and  other  commissioned  officer,  while  in  tiie  re- 
cruiting service  of  this  continent,  or  on  their  mai'ch  to  join  the  armj,  shall  be 
allowed  two  dollars  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  per  week,  for  their  subsistence, 
and  that  the  men  who  enlist  shall  eaqh  of  them,  whilst  in  quarters,  be  allowed 
one  dollar  ner  week,  and  when  on  their  march  to  join  the  army,  one  dollar  and 
one  third  or  a  dollar  for  the  same  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  transmit  to  the  convention  of  New-Jersey, 
blank  commissions,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  said  convention,  to  the  captains  and 
subaltern  officers  in  the  two  battalions  to  be  raised  in  that  colony ;  and  thattiie 
appointment  of  the  field  officers  be  for  the  present  suspended,  until  the  Con- 
gress come  to  a  determination  on  that  matter. 

John  P^nn,  esq.  one  of  the  delates  for  North-Carolina,  appeared  in  Con- 
gress, and  prpduced  his  credentials,  which  being  read,  were  approTed,  and  are 
as  follows. 

North -Carolina,  Hillsborough.-    In  Congress,  SthS^,  1775. 

<'  Mr.  Caswell  informed  the  Congress,  that  as  they  had  done  him  the  honor 
to  appoint  him  treasurer  of  the  southern  district  of  this  province,  and  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  public  bills  of  credit^  his  attending  tiiose  duties  would  rtti- 
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der  it  entirely  out  of  his  power  to  attend  the  Continental  Congress,  as  one 
of  the  delegiUes  of  this  province,  he  therefore  rec^uested  this  Congress  would 
be  pleased  to  appoint  some  other  gentleman  in  his  stead.  Whereupon,  it  ia 
resolved,  that  Jonn  Fenn,  esq.  be,  and  he  is'  hereby  appointed  a  dele^te  in  be- 
half of  this  province,  in  conjunction  with  William  Hooper,  and  Joseph  HeweS) 
esqrs.  and  that  he  be  invested  with  the  same  power,  and  entitled  to  the  like 
allowance,  that  the  said  Richard  Caswell  would  have  been  vested  vdthy  and 
entitled  to,  under  a  former  resolution  of  this  Congress. 

By  order,  signed, 

SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  President. 

ANDREW  KNOX,  8ecnMry. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  their  opinion  that  the  following  accountH 
ou^t  to  be  pud : 

Two  accounts  of  Peter  Cooper,  one  for  several  articles  furnished  capt.  Cres- 
aop's  company  in  Lancaster,  amounting  to  2  1-5  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  said 
company.  The  other  for  34  pair  of  boots,  made  by  him  for  the  hussar  company, 
amounting  to  1 1 3  1  -3  dollars. 

Francis  Wade's  account  of  expenses  for  himself  and  a  party  of  ei^teen  men 
escorting  governor  Skene  and  Mr.  Lundy  to  New  York,  amounting  to  445 
65-90  dolUu*s. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Benlved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  tne  assembly  or  committee  of  safety  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  ruse  one  battalion  on  the  same  terms  as  those  ordered  to  be 
raised  m  New  Jersey,  and  to  be  officered  in  like  manner. , 

JUsolvedf  That  the  men  to  be  enlisted  be  furnished  at  the  continental  ex- 
pense, with  a  hunting  shirt,  not  exceeding  in  value  11-8  dollar,  and  a  blanket, 
if  to  be  procured,  but  not  to  be  made  part  of  the  terms  of  enlistment. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen 
United  Colonies,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  president  resumed  tih» 
chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  consideration 
the  matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  comer  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him 
to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow^  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  tdce  into  their  further  consideration  the  state  of  the  trade  of  the 
thirteen  United  Colonies. 

The  other  matters  referred  to  this  day,  being  postponed,  the  Congress  ad- 
journed to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  13, 1775. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  to  take  into  their  Further  consideration  the  trade  of  the  thirteen 
United  Colonies,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  consideration 
the  matter  referred  to  tnem,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him 
to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Whereupon  the  order  was  renewed. 

A  letter  trom  general  Washington,  dated  5ih  of  October,  with  sundiy  papers 
enclosed,  was  read. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  a  plan,  &c.  after  some  debate. 

Resolved,  That  a  swift  sailing  vessel,  to  carry  ten  carriage  guns,  and  a  pro- 
portionable number  of  swivela,  with  eighty  men,  be  fitted,  with  all  possible  des- 
natch,  for  a  cruize  of  three  months,  and  that  the  commfinder  be  instructed  to 
Vol.  L  20 
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cruize  eastward,  for  intercepting  such  transports  as  may  be  laden  with  warlike 
stores  and  other  supplies  for  our  enemies,  and  for  such  otl^er  purposes  as  tlie 
Congress  shall  direct. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  tiie  ex- 
pense, and  laj  the  same  before  the  Congress,  and  to  contract  with  proper  per- 
sons to  fit  out  the  vessel. 

Resolved,  That  another  vessel  be  fitted  out  for  the  same  purposeSt  and  that 
the  said  committee  report  their  opinion  of  a  proper  vessel,  and  also  an  esti- 
mate of  the  expense. 

The  following  members  were  chosen  to  compose  the  committee  :  Mr.  Deane, 
Mr.  Langdon,  and  Mr.  Gadsden. 

Resolved^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  be  referred  to  Moa- 
dav  next. 

The  Coneress,  taking  into  consideration  the  memorial  of  sundry  merchanti 
of  New -York  and  Philadelphia,  respecting  a  quantity  of  tea  on  hand,  which 
were  referred  bj  the  Congress  at  tneir  last  session,  to  be  taken  ap  at  their 
next : 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideratioQ 
the  said  memorials,  and  enquire  into  the  state  of  facts,  and  make  report  thereon 
to  the  Congress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 
Ward,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

The  several  matters  referred  to  this  daj,  were  postponed  till  to-morrow,  to 
which  time  the  Congress  adjourned  to  meet  at  nine  o'clock. 

SATURDAY,  Octoher  14,  1775. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from  general  Wash- 
ington, and  the  papers  enclosed. 

Resolved,  That  a  director  general  and  chief  physician  of  the  hospital  in  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, be  appointed  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Church,  who  is  taken  into  cus- 
tody for  holding  a  correspondence  with  the  enemy.  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  Conmss  will,  on  Monday  next,  proceed  to  the  electioa 
of  a  director  general  and  chief  physician  of  the  hospital,  in  the  room  of  doctor 
Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  general's  letter  be  postponed 
till  Monday  next. 

The  delegates  for  Connecticut  informed  the  Congress  that  they  had  met 
some  of  the  delegates  for  Pennsylvania,  in' order  to  take  into  consideration  the 
matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  being  able  to  come  to  any  agreement  wi& 
them,  and  as  the  dispute  betweeA  the  people  of  the  two  colonies  on  the  waten 
of  the  Susquehanna,  had  proceeded  to  bloodshed,  and,  in  their  apprehensioB, 
maybe  attended  with  very  dangerous  consequences,  unless  speeaily  prevent- 
ed, they  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  out  of  the  other  colonies,  to  take 
this  matter  into  consideration,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Congress. 

Resolved^  That  this  be  referred  to  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  16,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  the  convention  of  New- Jersey,  dated  13th  and  14th  instant, 
being  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the  salne  into 
consideration,  and  report  an  answer. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  Mr.  W.  Li- 
vingston. 

A  letter  from  ^neral  Schuyler,  dated  5th  instant,  with  sundry  papers  en^ 
closed,  being  received  and  taken  into  consideration, 
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Resotved,  That  the  sum  of  200,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  deputy  pay-master 
general  for  the  northern  army. 

That  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  do  immediately  count  and  send  forward 
the  above  sum  under  a  guanl.. 

Resolved,  That  the  ton  of' powder  forwarded  last  week  to  New-York,  be 
immediately  sent  to  general  Schuyler. 

Resolvedt  That  a  committee  of  nve  members  be  appointed  to  consider  farther 
ways  and  means  of  promoting  the  manufacture  of  salt-netre. 

The  following  members  chosen,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Chase,  Mt. 
J.  Rutledse,  and  Mr.  Morton. 

ResolvM,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  all  persons,  who  are  possess- 
ed of  the  salt-petre  lately  removed  from  Turtle-Bay,  on  the  island  of  New-York, 
forthwith  to  send  the  same  to  the  president  of  the  convention  of  New  York,  to 
be  manufactured  into  gun-powder,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,* enquire  what 
quantity  of  powder  has  been  sent  to  die  nok-thern  army,  and  report  by  whom 
sent 

The  order  of  tiie  day  being  renewed,  and  the  several  matters  referred  to  this 
day  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  October  17,  1775. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  motion  made  last  Saturday,  by 
the  delegates  of  Connecticut,  ^ 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  disputes  between  the  people  of.  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  proper  to  be  done  by  Coneress. 

llie  members  chosen  are,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,'  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr. 
Rinsey,  and  Mr.  Hopkins. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  estimate,  &c.  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which,  after  debate,  was  re-committed. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due  to  Ephraim  Martin,  for 
provisions  furnished  to  several  rifle  companies,  59.3  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  governor  Cooke,  dated  9th  instant,  was  read.   . 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  director-general  and  chief  phy- 
sician of  the  hospital,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Church,  and  the  l^llots  being  examined, 

Dr.  John  Morgan,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  the  convention  of  New- York,  and 
inform  them,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Congress,  that  the  sulphur  in  that  city 
be  immediately  removed  to  a  place  of  safety. 

The  several  matters  referred  to  this  day  being  postponed,  and  the  order  of 
the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to*morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  18, 1775. 

_  * 

The  committee  on  the  memorials  from  sundry  merchants  in  New- York  and 
Philadelpliia,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read,  after  some  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed . 

The  delegates  from  New-Hampshire  laid  before  the  Consress,  a  part  of  the 
instructions  delivered  to  them  by  their  colony,  in  these  words : 

*'  We  would  have  you  immediately  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  obtain 
tlie  advice  and  direction  of  the  Congress,  with  respect  to  a  method  for  our  ad- 
ministering justice,  and  regulating  our  civil  police.  We  press  you  not  to  de- 
lay thid  matter,  as,  its  being  done  speedily,  will  probably  prevent  the  greatest 
c  onfusion  among  us." 
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Re9olved,  That  the  consideratioii  of  this  matter  be  referred  to  Mondajr  next 

Besolved,  That  a  just  and  well  authenticated  account  of  the  hostilitiea  com- 
iliitted  by  the  ministerial  troops  and  navj  in  America  since  last  March,  be 
collectea,  with  proper  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  related,  the  munber 
and  value  of  the  building  destroyed  by  them,  also  the  number  and  Value  of 
the  vessels  inward  and  outward  bound,  which  have  been  seized  by  them  »iice 
(hat  period,  as  near  as  the  number  and  value  can  be  ascertained,  also  tiie 
stock  taken  by  them  from  different  parts  of  the  continent 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  this  purpose. 

The  members  chosen  are,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Wythe. 


The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 
Adjoumed^to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 


THURSDAY,  October  19,  X775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  following  ac- 
counts ouglit  to  be  paid  : 

The  account  of  the  committee  of  Lancaster,  for  sundries  furnished  the  rifle 
companies,  amounting  to  221S.6  dollars. 

The  account  of  Richard  Bache,  Stephen  Paschall,  and  Michael  Hillegas,  for 
superintending  the  printing  of  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  amounting  to 
S72  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  method  proposed  bj 
the  commissaiy-eeneral  for  supplying  the  army  with  provisions,  brought  in 
their  report,  whicn  was  read. 

It  being  represented  to  Congress,  that  captain  Isaac  Sears,  of  New-York, 
has,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  commissary-general,  forwarded  to 
the  camp  at  Cambridge,  seven  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  for  which  Mr.  Trum- 
bull has  not  been  able  to  pay  him,  for  want  of  money  in  the  military  cheat. 

Resolved^  That  30,000  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  Isaac  Sears,  on  account  of 
the  above  flour,  he  giving  bond  to  the  treasurers  to  account  for  the  same  widi 
Mr.  Trumbull,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Tminball, 
commissary-general. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Sears,  and  Mr.  Randal,  was  laid  before  the  Congress, 
and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Thursday,  the  2d  of  November  next, 
then  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Macpherson  be  requested  immediately  to  repair  to 
the  camp  at  Cambridge,  and  confer  with  general  Washington,  on  the  8iib|ect 
contained  in  his  letter  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  provincial  convention  of  New-York  be  requested  to 
send  to  this  Congress,  a  copy  of  any  order  or  proceeding  of  theirs,  or  of  the 
mayor  and  corporation  in  consequence  of  governor Tryon's  letter  to  the  maj- 
or, published  in  the  New-York  papers,  under  the  I6th  instant,  also  an  attested 
copy  of  said  letter. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  9Q,\77 5. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  tlie  general,  reported  a 
draught,  which  was  read  and  agieed  to. 

Resolved^  That  three  hundred  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  John  Macphers4»» 
*o  defray  the  expenses  of  his  journey  to  the  camp,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  ren^ainder  of  the  day,  and  the  day  following,  were  spent  in  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies.  On  which,  not  bein;:  rea- 
dy to  report,  the  order  of  the  day  .was  renewed,  and  the  Congress  adjoamed 
to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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MONDAY,  OdoberftS^  1775. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  yesterday  the  honorable  Peyton  Randolph* 
esq.  suddenly  departed  this  life, 

ReaUved,  That  the  Congress  will  attend  his  funeral  as  mourners,  with  a  crape 
round  their  left  arm,  accordinj^  to  the  association. 

Tluit  the  Conjgress  thus  conUnue  in  mourning  for  the  space  of  one  month. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  superintenu  the  funeral. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Middieton,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr.  Chase. 

That  the  committee  wait  on  the  reverend  Mr.  Duche,  and  request  him  to 
prepare  a  proper  discourse  to  be  delivered  at  the  funeral. 

The  delegates  for  Delaware  government  having  been  re-appointed  by  tiieir 
assembly,  on  the  21st  inst.  produced  the  credentials  of  their  re-appointment, 
which  were  read  and  approved. 

Adionrned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  from  thence,  by-adjournments,  to 
ten  o*4ock  on  Wednesday. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  25,  1775. 

Sundry  letters  from  general  Washington,  governor  Trumbull,  and  the  con- 
vention of  New- York,  being  received,  were  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  letters  from  the  con- 
vention of  New-Jersey,  dated  13th  and  14th  instant,  brought  in  a  draught,  and 
the  same  being  read  and  debated,  an  answer  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
forwarded. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Biddle,  commissary  of  the  rifle  battalion,  4139.7  dollars. 
James  Stewart,  for  provisions  to  riflemen,  15.7  ditto. 
Jacob  Hoyler,  fordo,  tocapt.  Rosses  company,  18.3  ditto. ' 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Tbe  committee  of  safety,  ot  Pennsylvania,  informed  the  Congress,  that  they 
have  taken  into  custody  a  captain  Campbell,  and  a  lieutenant  Symes,  together 
with  a  niimber  of  soldiers,  w)io  came  from  Boston  in  the  Rebecca  and  Frances 
transport,  which  was  cast  away  on  Briffantine  beach,  and  that,  from  general 
Gage's  instructions  to  said  Campbell  and  Symes  (herewith  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress,) it  appeared  they  were  sent  to  raise  recruits  for  general  Gage's  army, 
juid  that  from  sundry  esLaminations  taken  and  submitted  to  Congress,  it  appear- 
ed s^d  Campbell  has  heretofore  been  employed  in  the  like  service,  ana  has 
endeavoured  to  inveigle  recruits  by  the  offer  of  grants  of  forfeited  lands. 

The  instructions  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  published. 

The  examinations  also  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  them  be  forwarded  to  the  convention  of  New-York, 
ivith  a  recommendation  to  them  to  seize  a  Mr.  Grant,  who,  it  is  said,  is  emplo}^d 
in  raising  recruits  for  general  Gage's  army  in  that  colony. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hewes  be  added  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  October  26,  1775. 

Orderedj  That  the  resolution  of  the  1 5th  of  Jul?  last  for  encouraging  the 
importation  of  arms  and  ammunitioD,  and  the  resolution  of  the  18th  inst.  for 
coiiectin^  an  account  of  the  hostilities  committed  by  tlie  ministerial  troops  and 
navy,  be  immediately  published. 

Hesolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New^York,  dated  20th  instant,  and  report 
an  answer., 
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The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  S.  Adains,«ndMr.  Duane. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress,  that  there  has  bten  lateW  dtscofered^ 
in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  a  mineral  containing  a  large  quantitj  of  salt-petre, 

(hdered.  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  send  an  express  to  enquire  into  the 
truth  of  the  fact,  and  to  bring  a  sample  of  the  mineral- 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  take  into  coo- 
sideration  the  instructions  given  to  the  delegates  of  New  Hampshire,  and  report 
their  opinion  thereon. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  acoa* 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  consideration  the  state  of  the  tnde  of 
ihe  United  Colonies,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon^  the  president  resumed 
tlie  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  consi- 
deration the  matter' referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  a  resolution  whi^itkej 
desired  him  to  report,  and  further  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 
.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  provincial  assemblies,  con- 
ventions, or  councils  of  safety,  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  export  to  the  forei^ 
West- Indies,  on  account  and  risk  of  their  respective  colonies,  as  muchpron- 
sions  or  other  produce,  except  horned  cattle,  sneep,  hogs,  and  poultry,  as  thej 
may  deem  necessary  for  tlie  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  sulphur,  ui 
salt- pet  re. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  tlie  above  be  transmitted  by  the  delegates  to  tlteir 
respective  assemblies,  conventions,  or  committees  of  safety. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  ft  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  tSk.e  into  their  further  consideration  the  state  of  tiie 
trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  27,  1 775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  convention  of  Nev- 
York,  brought  in  a  report,  which^  was  read. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  being  spent  in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  the 
order  of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  28,  1775. 

The  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  having  transn^itted  to  Con^ 
some  further  examinations  of  the  soldiers  who  c^me  in  the  Rebecca  and  Fraa- 
ces  transport,  desired  the  direction  of  Congress  with  regard  to  the  officers  aii<i 
soldiers.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  capt.  Campbell  and  lieut  Symes,  and  the  men  who  came  witk 
tliem  in  the  Rebecca  and  Frances  transport,  oe  confined  in  such  gaols  in  tius 
colony,  as  the  committee  of  safety  of  said  colony  think  proper,  and  that  said 
captain  Campbell  and  lieut.  Symes  be  allowed  for  their  subsistence  1  1-3  dol- 
lars each  a  week,  and  the  men  one'  dollar  a  week  each,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
continental  treasury. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tbe 
New  York  letters, 

^  Resolved,  1  hat  a  company  of  matrosses,  to  consist  of  a  captain,  a  captuD* 
lieutenant,  a  first  and  second  lieutenant,  a  lieutenant  fire- worker,  four  Ser- 
jeants, four  corporals,  eight  bombardiers,  sixty-eight  matrosses,  one  drummer, 
and  one  fifer,  be  immediate|y  raised  in  New  York,  for  the  defence  of  Hod- 
son's  river,  and  to  occupy  the  fortiTi cations  pow  erecting  in  the  highlands, apd 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  said  colony  imjoiediately  to  w^ 
said  company,  and  to  appoint  the  proper  oiticers« 
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The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  on  account  of  necessaries 
fiirnished  to  the  hussar  company,  and  for  services  therein,  the  following  sums, 
viz.  » 

To  James  &  Drinker,  per  account,  192.8  dollars.     - 
Thomas  Clifford  an4  Sons,  64.4  dollars. 
Usher  &  Henrji  29.d  dollars. 
George  Fromberg:er,  127.3  dollars. 
William  (%den,  73.3  dollars. 
William  Kerlin,  64  dollars. 
Samuel  Garrigues,  11  dollars. 
Andrew  Pegener,  266.6  dollars. 
Lewis  Kuhn,  425.S  dollars. 

Lewis.  Prahl,  to  be  paid  bj  his  order  to  Andrew  Bonner,  226.6  dollars. 
Sundries  for  smaller  sums  to  be  paid  bj  T.  Matlack,  550.6  dollars. 
That  there  is  due  to  Rachael  Stille,  for  expenses  of  a  e^uard  at  Trenton  over 
the  powder,  10.5  dollars. 

To  William  Holmes,  for  goods  furnished  the  riflB  coi^pany  raised -in  Cum- 
berland, 85.6  dollars. 
To  Timothy  Matlack,  to  pay  for  wood  for  the  use  of  the  Congress,  22  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  five  of  the  committee  of  claims,  of  which  the  chairman  is  to 
be  one,  be  empowered  to  act. 

Resoboed,  That  the  inspectors  of  the  press  deliver  the  proof-sheets  and 
checks  of  the  continental  bills,  to  the  cuntinental  treasurers,  and  that  they  de- 
liver one  of  each  to  the  delegates  of  every  colony,  to  be  deposited  with  the 
provincial  treasurer  appointed  in  such  colony,  and  retain  the  rest  in  their  hands. 
Mr.  Randolph,  one  otthe  salt-petre  committee,  being  dead,  and  Mr.  Morton, 
another,  desiring  to  be  excused,  on  account  of  his  attendance  in  the  house  of 
assembly. 

Resolved,  That  thre^  new  members  be  chosen  for  that  cominittee. 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Humphreys,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  30,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  estimate,  and  to  fit  out  the  vessels, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  second  vessel  ordered  to  be  fitted  out  on  the  13th  instant, 
be  of  such  a  size  as  to  carry  fourteen  guns,  and  a  proportionate  number  of  swi- 
vels and  men.  ^ 

Besolvedy  That  two  more  vessels  be  fitted  out  with  all  expedition ;  the  one  to 
carry  not  exceeding  twenty  guns,  and  the  other  not  exceeding  thirty-six  guns, 
with  a  proportionate  number  of  swivels  and  men,  to  be  employed  in  such  man- 
ner, for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  United  Colonies,  as  the  Congress 
shall  direct. 

Hesolved,  That  four  members  be  chosen  and  added  to  the  former  committee 
of  three,  and  that  these  seven  be  a  committee  to  carry  into  execution  with  all 
possible  expedition,  as  well  the  resolutions  of  Congress  passed  the  13th 
instant,  as  those  passed  this  day,  for  fitting  out  armed  vessels. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  J. 
.^Lclams. 

The  Convention  of  New-Jersey,  having  recommended  sundry  gentlemen  for 
leld  officers  to  command  the  two  battalions  raising  in  that  colony, 
JResolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 
A  letter  from  W.Livingston,  esq.  dated  the  18th  instant,  was  read,  and  rd- 
erred  till  to-morrow. 
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The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

TUESDAY,  Odlbber  31, 1775. 

Sundry  letters  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  6th,  13th,  14th,  and  19th  instant, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read.  • 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
further  consideration  the  trade  of  these  colonies,  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the 
committee,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  have 
come  to  certain  resolutions,  which  they  desired  him  to  report,  but  that  net 
having  come  to  a  conclusion,  they  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read. 

Resolved^  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  to^norrow  morniiig. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  field  officers  for  the  battalions  raiaiag  in 
New-Jersey,  be  postponed  to  Fridav  next. 

A  member  from  Pennsylvania  laid  before  the  Congress  a  resolve  of  the 
honorable  assembly  of  that  colony,  in  these  words : 

*<  In  AssBMBLTy  OdUiber  2S,  1775. 

"  The  house  taking  into  their  further  consideration  the  resolve  of  Congress, 
for  raising  a  battalion  in  this  province,  for  general  service,  find  it  necessarj 
that  moneys  should  be  advanced  by  the  several  captains  for  that  purpose. 

"  Resolved^  Therefore,  that  the  Congress  be  requested  to  oraer  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  safety  of  this  pro- 
vince, to  be  immediately  applied  in  raising  said  battalion. 

<*  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

"  CHARLES  MOORE,  Clerk  of  AssemU^r 

Resolved^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  Friday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  JSTovember  1,  1775. 

A  leter  from  general  Washington  by  express,  with  an  account  of  the  bumin* 
of  Falmouth,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  forwarded  by  the  delegates  to  their  respective  as* 
semblies,  conventions,  and  committees  of  safety. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  conference,  with  the  minutes  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  report  from  the  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Resolved,  That  no  produce  of  the  United  Colonies  be  exported,  (except  from 
colony  to  colony,  under  the  direction  of  the  committees  oHnspection  ana  obs^- 
vation,  and  except  from  one  part  to  another  of  the  same  colony)  before  the  first 
day  of  March  next,  without  tlie  permission  or  order  of  this  Congress :  prorided. 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  vacate  the  resolutions  od 
Congress  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  New-York,  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware^  North- 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  ought  not  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  dlowed  to 
them  by  the  late  restraining  act,  and  therefore,  that  no  person  should  apply  at 
the  custom-houses  in  those  colonies  for  clearances  or  other  documents,  vrnich 
other  colonies  are  deprived  of  b^  said  restraining  act,  for  securing  the  navigation 
of  vessels  with  cargoes  from  their  ports ;  and  that  the  president  transmit  to  the 
assemblies  or  conventions  of  those  colonies,  copies  of  this  resolution,  with  the 
thanks  of  this  Congress,  to  those  colonies  respectively,  for  not  having  hitiierto 
taken  any  advantage  of  the  exemptions  in  the  said  act  of  parliamn^nt. 
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Bnolvedf  That  no  rice  be  exported  under  the  exception  contained  in  the  4tfa 
article  of  the  association,  from  any  of  the  United  Colonies  to  Great-Britain^ 
Ireland,  or  the  islands  of  Jersey,  Guernsey,  Sark,  Aldernay,  or  Man,  or  taij 
other  European  island,  or  settlement  within  the  British  dominions. 

Resolvea,  That  no  live  stock,  (necessary  sea-stores,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
committees,  and  horses  etcepted")  be  exported  from  these  colonies,  or  water 
borne,  except  in  rivers,  Imys,  ana  sounds. 

The  furtner  consideration  of  the  report  being  postponed,  and  the  order  of 
the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  JV<wem*«r  2,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Daniel  Smith,  for  expenses  of  guards  attending  eovemor  Skene,  major 
French  and  others,  and  the  expenses  of  Mr.  Lundy  and  major  French,  133.3 
dollars. 

1*0  John  Daries,  for  provisions  and  carriage  to  three  rifle  companies,  1320.9 
dollars. 

To  Simons  and  Henry,  for  sundries  to  rifle  companies,  2313.6  dollars ;  of 
this  26.r  dollars  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  the  remainder  to  several  rifle 
companies,  the-  money  to  be  paid  to  Hugh  and  George  Roberts,  per  order  of 
said  Simons  and  Henry. 

To  John  Montgomery,  56  dollars,  of  which  2>l  to  be  charged  to  the  continent. 

To  John  Brewster,  Zachariah  Dubois,  and  Jon.  Brooks,  61.1  dollars,  to  |ie 
paid  per  order  to  Henry  Wisner,  esq. 

To  William  Sickle,  according  to  tne  prajer  of  his  petition.  40  dollars. 

To  captain  Dowdle,  for  drums,  &c.  fpr  his  company,  61.1  aoUars. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

ReBolred,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  carry  into  execution  the  resolves 
of  Congress,  for  fitting  out  four  aj'med  vessels,  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the 
continental  treasurers,  from  tinie  to  time,  for  as  much  cash  as  shall  be  necessary 
for  the  above  purpose,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  .dollars, 
and  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  agree  with  such  officers  and  seamen, 
as  are  proper  to  man  and  command  said  vessels,  and  that  the  encouragement 
to  such  dflicers  and  seamen  be  one  half  of  all  ships  of  war  made  prize  of  by 
them,  and  one-third  of  all  transport  vesself^,  exclusive  of  wages. 

The  inhabitants  of  a  district  in  Nova-Scotia,  having  chosen  a  committee  of 
safety,  and  having,  by  their  petition,  applied  to  the  (Jongress  to  be  admitted 
into  the  association  of  the  United  Colonies,  for  the  preservation  of  their  rights 
and  liberties, 

Betolvedi  That  a  committee  of  five  be  ajppointed  to  take  this  matter  into 
consideration,  and  report  what  steps,  in  their  opinion,  it  may  be  proper  to  take» 
in  consequence  pf  this  application,  for  the  preservation  of  the  liberties  of 
America. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Langdon,  and 
Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  have  liberty  to  transmit  to  their  respective 
committees  of  safety,  a  copy  of  the  resolution  passed  yesterday. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  safety,  of  Pennsylvania,  respecting  lieu- 
tenant Symes,  was  read  s 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Bedford,  deputy  muster-master  general,  with  sundry 
muster  rolls,  being  received,  were  read. 

llie  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  instruction  to  the 
delegates  of  New-Hampshire,  brought  in  their  report*  which  was  read, 

Orderedj  To  lie  on  the  table. 
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A  petiticm  from  John  Raigs,  of  Bermudas,  was  read. 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congreas,  taking  into  consideration  {he  letters  from  general  Sckujler, 
general  Montgomery,  and  W.  LiringstoBs  esq. 

Rimlvedt  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  north- 
ward, to  confer  with  general  Schu  jler,  and  to  pursue  such  instnictiena  ms  maj 
be  given  them  in  charge  by  the  Congress. 

Ihe  members  chosen,  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Ojer. 

That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  the  fore* 
going  committee. 

The  menobers  chosen,  Mr.  Ljnch,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Deane,^d  Mr. 
J.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  3000  felt  hats,  SOOO  worsted  cap^,  SOOO  pair  of  buckskin 
breeches,  3000  pair  of  shoes,  3000  pair  of  yam  stockings,  and  3000  waistcoats; 
aoitabl^'fbr  the  season,  be  immediately  purchased  and  sent  to  the  army,  under 
the  command  of  general  Schuyler,  to  be  sold  to  the  soldiers  at  prime  cost,  in- 
cluding tthaigea  of  carrmse,  and  five  per  cei^t.  to  tlie  deputy  quarter-master 
genersu,  by  whom  the  said  goods  are  to  be  sold. 

Re$olvea^  That  &ese  goods  be  sold  tp  those  soldiers  on^,  who  will  re-inlist 
m  the  continental  army,  and  to  the  new  recraits. 

BBsolvei^  Thiit  as  much  duffels  or  kersey,  as  will  make  three  hundred  watdi 
coats,  be  purchased  and  sent  to  general  Schuyler,  with  needles  and  thread.  Is 
be  made  into  watch  coats,  and  timt  these  be  chai*ged  to  the  continent,  and  kept 
far  the  use  of  the  out  centries. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  fawe  appointed  to  purchase  the  foregoing 
articles* 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Aisop*  Mr..  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  apply  to  the  committee  of  inspection  of  the 
•ity  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  for  their  assistance  in  purchasing  the  above 
articles. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  being  retwaed, 
iMde  a  farther  report  of  their  proceedings:  'Whereupon, 

Metohtd,  That  Saturday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration  die 
report  of  the  committee,  and  the  state  of  the  amy  at  Cambridge. 

ReMlvedf  That  the  petition  of  Mr.  Sears,  and  Mr.  Randall,  whicli  waa  re* 
ferred  to  this  day,  be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjonmcd  to  ten  o^slock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  JVhvember  3,  1775. 

The  Congress^  takuig  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
New-Hamnshire  instructions, 

Rnohni,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  provincial  convention  of  New* 
Hampshire,  to  call  a  full  and  free  representation  of  the  people,  and  that  the 
ffopresentatives,  if  they  think  it  necessary,  eatabftsh  such  a  fenn  rf  government, 
as,^  in  their  judgment,  will  best  produce  the  happiness  of  the  peopfey  and  mast 
ofectually  secure  pease  and  good  order  in  the  province^  dunn^  the  contina- 
ance  of  the  present  dispute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies^ 

The  Congress  theiH  taking  into  consideration  the  state  of  South-Cajcotina, 
and  sundry  PJ|P®ra  relative  thereto,  being  read  and  considered, 

Reaolvei,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  the  same  into  consi- 
deration, and  veport  what,  in  their  opinion^  is.  necessary  to  be  done* 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Bullock,  Mr*  Hooper*  Mr.  Chaae« 
and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  committee  of  claima  reported;  that  there  ia  due  to  William  Holiday^ 
for  goods  and  provisions  furnished  by  several  persons  lei  the  lifle  comfnaiea  m 
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Virpnia*  the  sum  of  |g  246  12  3  Virginia  currency,  ISSdollarft;  of  which 
there  oukht  to  be  charged  to  capt.  Morgan,  the  sum  of  jg  169  1  T),  and  to 
captain  Steyenson,  the  sum  of  £  IS  16  11,  and  the  remainder  to  the  toati- 
Bent 

To  Andrew  Bonner,  for  goods  furnished  to  cajit.  Cressop's  cMimpany,  br 
David  Mitchell,  the  sum  of  ^  67  4  6,  and  for  provisions  to  capt.  Stevenson^ 
companj,  the  sum  o(  £S  2  6»  the  last  mentioned  sum  to  be  chai|;ed  to  the 
continent,  both  amounting  to  18r.6  dollars. 

Orderedf  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Conffress,  taking  into  consideration  the  recommendation  from  the  cott;* 
vention  of  New -Jersey, 

Reaolvedf  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Monday  ncKt. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Mvember  4.  1775. 

A  letter  from  ^en.  Schuyler,  with  sundry  enclosed  papers,  containing  aft 
account  of  the  taking  of  fort  Chambly,  beine  receivefl  and  read, 

Resolved^  That  the  dame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
instmctions. 

Ordered^  That  gen.  Montgomery's  letter,  and  the  articles  of  ci^tulation,  be 
published  by  the  secretary. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  differences  between  the  people  of  PennsyU 
vania  and  Connecticut,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read. 

Resolved,  Fhat  the  same  be  referred  to  Monday  next. 

On  motion  made,  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

The  Congress,  considering  that  the  most  perfect  union  between  all  the  colo- 
Bies,  is  essentially  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  tlie  just  rights  of  North- 
America,  and  being  apprehensive,  that  tliere  is  great  danger  of  hostilities  being 
commenced,  at  or  near  Wyoming,  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  w 
Penrsylvania,  and  those  of  Connecticut, 

Resolved,  That  the  assemblies  t>f  the  said  colonies  be  requested  to  take  the 
most  speedy  and  effectual  steps  to  prevent  such  hostilities. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  M^Kean  and  Mr.  Deane,  wait  upon  the  honourable  houso 
of  assemblvy  of  Pennsylvania,  now  sitting,  with  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutioik 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  resolution  be  transmitted  by  express  to  the 
magistrate^  and  people  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  on  the  waters  of 
Susquehanna. 

The  Congress^  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference. 

Resolved,  That  the  new  army,  intended  to  lie  before  Boston,  consist  of  20,372 
men,  officers  included. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  privates  (except  that  of  the  cap<- 
tains,  Iieutenant8,'and  ensigns  in-  the  marching  regiments)  be  tho  same  as  in 
the  present  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  a  captain,  in  the  marching  r^ment,  be  26  2-S 
dollars  per  calendar  month. 

That  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant  in  ditto,  be  18  dollars  per  ditto. 

The  pay  of  an  ensign  in  ditto,  be  13  1-3  dollars  per  ditto. 

Resolved,  That  each  regiment  consist  of  728  men,  officers  included ;  that  it 
be  divided  into  eight  companies,  each  company  to  consist  of  one  captain,  two 
lieutenants,  one  ensign,  four  Serjeants,  four  corporals,  two  drums  or  fifes,  and 
Z6  privates. 

Resplvedy  That  a  ration  consist  of  the  following  kind  and  quantity  of  jfSQyp' 
aions: 

1  lb.  beef,  or  3-4  lb.  pork,  or  t  lb.  salt  fisb,per  day. 

1  lb.  bread  or  flour  per  day. 
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3  pints  of  pease  or  beans  per  week,  or  v^;etable9  equivalent,  at  one  dollar 
per  bashel  for  pease  or  beans, 

1  pint  of  milk  per  man,  or  at  the  rate  of  1-72  of  a  dollar. 

1  naif  pint  of  nee,  or  1  pint  of  Indian  meal  per  man  per  week. 

1  quart  of  spruce  beer  or  cjd^r  per  man  per  day,  or  nine  gallona  of  molassei 
per  company  of  100  men  per  week. 

S  lb.  candles  to  100  men  per  week  for  guards. 

S4  lb.  soft,  or  8  lb  hard  soar  for  100  men  per  week. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  aiaembUea  or  coinreBtion» 
of  the  colonies  respectively,  to  set  and  keep  their  gunsmiths  at  work»  to  mam- 
facture  good  firelocks,  with  bayonets ;  each  firelock  to  be  made  with  a  good 
bridle  lock,  three-quarters  of  an  inch  bore,  aad  of  good  substance  at  the  breech, 
the  barrel  to  be  three  feet  8  inches  in  lenctfay  the  iMiyonet  to  be  18  inches  in  the 
blade,  with  a  steel  ramrod,  the  upper  loop  thereof  to  be  trumpet-mouthed; 
that  the  price  to  be  nven  be  fixed  by  the  assembly  or  convention,  or  committee 
of  safety  of  each  colony,  and  that  until  a  sufficient  auantitT  of  good  arms  can 
be  manufactured,  they  import  as  many  as  are  wajitea,  by  all  the  means  in  thdr 
power. 

Resolved^  That  the  sood  arms  of  such  soldiers  as  leave  the  service,  be  re* 
tained  for  the  use  of  the  new  army,  on  a  valuation  made  of  them. 

Resolved,  That  clothing  be  provided  for  the  new  army  by  the  continent,  and 
paid  for,  by  stoppages  out  of  the  soldiers'  wages,  at  1  2-3  dollars  per  montii ; 
that  as  much  as  possible  of  the  cloth  for  this  purpoi^e  be  dyed  brown,  and  the 
distinctions  of  the  re^ments  made  in  the  facings. 

That  a  man  who  bnngs  a  good  new  blanket  into  the  carap^  be  allowed  twt 
dollars  therefor,  and  take  it  away  at  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  supply  the  army  with  provisions,  the  commiataiy- 
general  be  directed  to  cause  cattle  and  hogs  to  be  cfriven,  at  proper  seasons,  ts 
the  camp,  there  to  be  slaughtered  and  cured,  and  as  to  die  articles  of  bread  and 
flour,  that  he  proceed  in  the  way  that  he  has  done  for  some  time  past. 

Resolved,  That  such  officers  as  have  served  in  the  present  army  to  approba- 
tion, and  are  willing  to  stay,  be  preferred,  and  if  there  are  more  of  these  than 
ire  necessary  for  the  new  army,  that  the  general  distinguish  such  as  he  deems 
best  qualified. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  of  New- 
England  to  empower  the  general  to  impress  carriages,  vessels,  horses,  and  other 
.things  necessary,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  for  the  transportation  or  march  of  the 
army,  or  anjr  part  of  it,  or  on  any  other  emergency,  and  that  this  power  nay 
be  deputed  in  writing,  under  the  hand  of  the  general  to  the  quarter-master 
general,  or  to  any  inferior  officer,  who  are  to  be  accountable  for  anj  abuse 
thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  be  directed  to  propose  io  the  officers  now  aervii^ 
in  the  present  arroyi  that  they  signify  in  wnting,  as  soon  as  possible,  which  m 
them  will  continue  to  serve  and  defend  their  country,  and  which  of  them  will 
retire,  and  that  such  officers  as  propose  to  continue  m  the  service,  and  are  ap- 
proved by  the  general,  proceed  to  inlist  their  men  into  the  continental  service, 
upon  the  same  pay  and  allowance  of  provisions  as  is  now  given,  their  service  to 
i^ontinue  to  the  last  day  of  December,  lt76,  subject  to  be  dischai^ged  at  any 
time  by  tiie  continental  Con^ss. 

Resolved,  That  if,  upon  trial,  the  number  of  men  before  resolved  on,  cannot 
be  raised  out  of  the  present  army,  then  the  officers  appointed  for  the  new  army, 
recruit  their  severarresiments  and  companies  to  their  fiill  complement ;  anil* 
in  case  the  necessity  of  the  service  requires  it,  tiiat  the  general  be  empowered 
to  call  forth  the  minute-men  or  militia  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  or  tiie  neighbor- 
ing colonies,  according  to  the  nature  and  eiigence  of  the  service. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures,  assemblies* 
or  conventions  of  the  colonies,  to  enact  a  law  or  pass  an  ordinance,  inflicting 
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the  following  punbhments  upon  such  as  harbor  deserters,  knowing  them  to  be 
sttchy  Yix  I  a  fme  upon  all  such  offenders,  not  less  than  thirty,  nor  more  than 
fifty  dollars ;  and  in  case  of  inability  to  pay  the  fine,  to  be  punished  with  whip* 
'  ping,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  lashes  for  each  offence :  also,  that  they  em« 
power  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  officer  commanding  a  detachment  or  i^ny 
out -post,  to  administer  an  oath,  and  swear  any  person  or  persons  to  the  truth 
of  any  intbrmation  or  intelligence,  or  any  other  matter  relative- to  the  public 
service. 

Eefolved,  That  anjr  person  who  shall  apprehend  a  deserter,  and  bring  him 
to  the  resiment  to  which  he  belongs,  upon  certificate  thereof  bjr  the  colonel.or 
commanding  officer  of  such  regiment,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  five  dollars 
and  all  reasonable  expenses  from  the  pav-master  seneral,  or  deputy  pay-master, 
which  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  such  soldier.* 

Resalvtdt  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  referred  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  tonsideration  tl^e  state  of  South* 
Carolina,  broueht  in  their  report,  which  beingread, 

Resolied^  ihat  for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina,  there  be  kept  up  in  that 
colony,  at  the  continental  expense,  three  battalions  of  foot,  each  battalion  to 
consist  of  the  same  number  of  men  and  officers,  and  be  upon  the  same  pay, 
and  under  the  same  regulations,  as  the  continental  army. 

Besolved,  That  for  the  defence  of  the  colony  of  Georgia,  there  be  one  bat- 
talion kept  up  there  at  the  continental  expense,  to  be  composed  ad  the  battalions 
of  South-Carolioa. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  troops  be  inlisted  to  the  31st  day  of  December, 
1776,  subiect,  however,  to  be  discharged  sooner  if  the  continental  Congress 
shall  think  proper. 

^  Besolved,  That  the  president  si^n  blank  commissions,  and  that  the  conven- 
tions, or,  in  their  recess,  the  councils  of  safety  for  South-Carolina  and  Geoi^a 
respectively,  fill  them  up  with  the  names  of  such  officers  as  they  maj  think 
proper,  and  return  a  list  thereof  to  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  of  a  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  or  removal  of 
a  colonel  or  inferior  officer,  the  said  conventions  or,  in  their  recess,  the  said 
councils  of  safety,  appoint  another  person  to  fill  up  such  vacancy,  until  a  com- 
missiom  shall  issue  mm  the  Congress,  and  that  tney  return  to  the  Congress  a 
list  of  the  names  of  the  person  or  persons  so  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  on  the  continental  establishment  shall,  when  act* 
ing  in  conjunction  with  officers  of  eaual  rank  on  the  provincial  establishment, 
take  command  of  the  latter,  and  also  of  the  militia;  and  the  officers  of  the 
troops  on  the  provincial  establishment  shall,  when  acting  in  conjunction  with 
the  officers  ot  the  militia,  take  command  and  precedence  of  the  latter  of  equal 
rank,  notwithstanding  prior  dates  of  commissions. 

Resolved,  That  if  tiie  convention,  or,  in  their  recess,  the  council  of  safety  of 
Soath-Carolina,  shall  think  it  expedient  for  the  security  of  that  colony,  to 
seize  or  destroy,  and  shall  seize  or  destroy,  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  this 
Congress  will  approve  of  such  proceeding. 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Charleston  oug^t  to  be  defended  against  any 
attempts  that  may  be  made  to  take  possession  thereof  by  the  enemies  of 
America,  and  that  the  convention  or  council  of  safety  of  the  colony  of  Sooth- 
Carolina,  ought  to  pursue  such  measures,  as  to  th^m  shall  seem  most  efficacious 
for  that  purpose,  and  that  they  proceed  immediately  to  erect  such  fortifications 
and  batteries  in  or  near  Charleston,  as  will  best  conduce  to  promote  its  se- 
curity, the  expense  to  be  paid  by  the  said  colony. 

Hesolved,  'Ihat  if  the  conventioh  of  South  Carolina  shall  find  it  necessary  to 
establish  a  form  of  government  in  that  colony,  it  be  recommended  to  that  con- 
vention to  call  a  fuH  and  free  representation  of  the  people,  and  that  the  said 
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representatives,  if  they  think  it  necemarj,  shdl  establish  such  a  form  of  gor 
nent  as  in  their  jttdg;ment  will  produce  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  nMMt 
cffectaallj  secui^  peace  and  good  order  in  the  coionj,  during  the  contiunanot 
of  the  present  dispute  between  Great  Britain  aad.the  coloniea* 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  JY^ember  6, 1775. 

The  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  having  appointed  new  delegates,  flie  sud  de- 
legates produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  and  are  m 
follows: 

**  In  Assembly,  Miwemher  3, 1775. 

^  Resolved,  That  the  honorable  John  Morton,  speaker,  John  Dickinson,  Robert 
Morris,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Charles  Humphreys,  Edward  Biddle^  TboiD» 
Willing,  Andrew  Allen,  ana  James  Wilson,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  af^Kiint- 
ed  to  serve  as  representatives  of  this  province  in  the  Continental  Congress. 
'    *'  Extract  from  the  minutes 

^  CHARLES  MOORE,  Clerk  ofJbaemMy.^ 

Mesolvedj  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  conudflratioa 
ilie  sundry  letters  latel  v  received  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  and  tht 
state  of  that  colony,  andf  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  necessary  to  be  done. 

The  members  ciiosen,  Mr.  R.  Livingston,  Atj  Lynch,  Mr.  Harriaon,  Mr. 
Allen,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

The  Congress,  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  re- 
turned from  the  camp,  and  having  agreed  to  sundiy  articles  therein  contained, 
and  come  to  sundrv  resolutions. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  digest  in  order  the  resolutions  of  the  Congiess, 
as  far  as  tiiey  have  gcme  in  tne  report,  and  lay  the  same  before  Congieaa  to- 
morrow. 

Resolved^  That  the  further  considemtion  of  the  report  be  referred  till  to* 
morrow. 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  what  money  remaini 
in  the  continental  treasury  unapplied,  and  to  form  an  estimate  of  tke  public 
debts  already  incurred,  and  which  will  become  due  on  tiie  first  day  of  Juac 
next.  m 

That  the  committee  consist  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Cushing. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  John  Foi-bes,  for  goods  and  necessaries  delivered  to  several  rifle  ooopt- 
nies,  the  sum  of£S5  11  10,  equal  to  94,9  dollars,  of  which  sum  capt.  Cloggy 
ou^ht  to  be  charged  with  £6^  2  10,  and  captain  Chambers  with  £4  10,  tiie  re* 
mamder  to  the  continent;  that  this  is  to  be  paid  per  order  to  Blair  M'Cle&a- 
chan. 

To  Jane  Allen,  the  sum  of  £47  0  7,  and  to  Vendal  Lands  the  sum  of  j62  0  0, 
botii  sums  being  130.7  dollars,  and  that  the  same  be  paid,  per  order,  to  Henry 
Wisner,  esq.  and  be  charged  to  the  continent. 

To  Judah  Harbow^  £7  1£  4,  and  to  capt.  Jackson  £13  4  6,  for  necessaries 
famished  several  rifle  companies,  and  that  both  sums  be  paid,  per  order,  to 
Henry  Wisner,  esq.  and  charged  to  the  continent,  being  52.1  dollars. 

To  Andrew  Graff*,  for  wagonaee,  the  sum  of  £97  2  6,  and  to  Christopiier 
Crawford,  for  blankets,  the  sum  of  £6  15,  both  which  sums  to  be  paid,  per  or- 
der, to  George  Graff,  and  charged  to  the  continent,  being  90.3  dollar. 

To  Richard  Backhouse,  for  wagonage,  the  sum  of  J651,  being  136  dollars. 

To  Miles  and  Wister,  by  sundry  ^certificates,  £S6  6  4,  equal  to  ro.l  dollars, 
of  which  £IS  10  be  charged  to  capt.  Rice's  company,  and  ds.  to  capt.  GressopS 
company;  the  remainder  to  the  continent 
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To  Frederick  Lienbach,  by  sundry  x;ertificate8»  £5B  115,  equal  to  156J8 
dollars,  of  which  i64  IS  6  to  oe  charged  to  capt.  Price,  £S  15  to  capt.  Stereii- 
son,  d86  15  1  to  commissary  Biddle,  until  it  appears  to  be  otherwise  accounted 
Ibr,  and  the  remainder  to  die  continent,  to  be  paidi  per  order,  to  Geoi^  Schlos- 
•er. 

To  John  Murrow,  for  goods  delivered  to  capt.  Stevenson,  £Tl  18  10,  to  bo 
paid,  per  order,  to  George  Davis,  and  charged  to  said  Stevenson,  being  191.8 
dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  wagonage,  ^§169  9  3,  equal  to  451.9  dollars. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  money  by  mm  paid  to  Joseph  Brown,  an  express  to 
Cambridge,  slT'  4  1,  equal  to  45.9  dollars. 

To  Jasper  Stimes  and  Abraham  Storm,  for  provisions  and  carriage  furnished 
by  them  to  the  rifle  companies  £14  9  2,  New  York  currency,  36.1  dollars,  to 
be  Mud,  per  order,  to  Jonn  Alsop,  esq. 

Ori&rtd,  That  die  above  sums  be  paid. 

Application  being  made  in  behalr  of  tiie  colony  of  North  Carolina,  for  the 
sum  of  3,750  dollars,  in  part  of  the  expense  incurred  for  raising  and  equipping 
a  thousand  men  for  die  support  of  the  association  and  the  safety  of  that  colony, 
agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  the  Congress, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid  to  William  Hooper,  Joseph  He#e8,  and 
John  Penn,  esqs.  and  charged  to  the  colony  of  Nortn  Carolina,  by  which  the 
same  is  to  be  accounted  for. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed,  and  the  order  of 
the  day  renewed, 

AdjQwmed  to  ten  o'clock  io*morrow. 

TUESDAY,  JWwemSer  r,  1775. 

A  letter  from  eeneral  Washingjton,  No.  11,  was  read. 

The  secretary  having  digested  in  order  the  resolutions  nassed  by  Congress* 
produced  the  same,  which  being  read,  were  approved  a9  follows : 

Benlmd,  That  Dr.  Church  be  close  confined  in  some  secure  gaol  in  the 
colony  of  Connecticut,  without  the  use  of  pen,.ink,  and  paper,  and  that  no 
person  be  allowed  to  converse  with  him^  except  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of 
a  ma^trate  of  the  town,  or  the  sheriff  of  the  county  where  he  shall  be  confined, 
and  in  the  English  language,  until  father  orders  from  this  or  a  future  Con- 
g;res8. 

Besolved^  Thai  the  following  additions  and  alterations  or  amendments  be 
Btade  in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  continental  army.  x 

fFtr  thete  rvk9  and  reguUoimiay  tee  page  97,  U€,  in  the  notei.J 

Resolved,  That  three  new  members  be  adde4  to  the  committee  for  importing 
arms,  ammunition,  &c  and  that  any  five  of  them  be  a  quorum. 

The  members  chosen^  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Bartlett,  and  Mr.  Bullock. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  recommendation  for  field  officer! 
of  the  New-Jersey  battalions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will  proceed  by  ballot  to  the  election  of  tiie  said 
field  officers. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

liord  Sterling  was  elected  colonel  of  the  first  of  the  two  battalions. 

'William  Wind,  esq.  Keutenant-colonel  of  ditto. 

William  DeHart,  esq.  miMor  of  ditto.  , 

WiJUam  Maxwell,  esif^  colonel  of  the  second  of  ditto. 

Israel  Shrieve,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel  of  ditto. 

David  Hhea,  esq.  major  of  ditto. 

Mr.  Dickinson  delivered  a  verbal  message  from  the  assembly  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  respecting  the  resolve  sent  to  them  by  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr.  Deane, 
desiring  to  know  on  what  evidjsnce  the  Coojjreas  ground  the  apprehensiea 
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therein  expressed,  of  hostilities  commencing,  at  or  near  Wyoming,  between 
tiie  inhabi^tants  of  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania  and  those  of  Connecticut. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  letters  from  the 
convention  of  New- York,  and  the  state  of  that  colony,  brou^t  in  their 
report: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Mhvember  8, 1775. 

On  motion,  Resolved j  That  the  secret  committee*  appointed  to  contract  for 
the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  be  empowerd  to  export  to  tfae  forog* 
West-Indies,  on  account  and  risque  of  the  continent,  aa  much  proriaion,  ar 
any  other  produce,  (except  homra  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  and  poultrr)  as  the? 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  sulphur,  ina 
salt-petre. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Kirkland. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Coshins,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Alexander  Kiinger,  for  provisions  furnished  to  captain  Hendrick'a  com- 
pany, •§  9  10.  and  to  Resine  Mourer,  for  ferriage  9s  S,  the  whole  to  be  pud, 
per  order,  to  Henry  Christ,  bein^  M.5  dollars. 

To  George  Kungle,  for  provisions  furnished  to  captain  Rosa's  company, 
ie  4  16  10,  »  75  dollars. 

To  Henry  Valentine,  for  transcribing  writings  for  the  Coni^reaa,  £5 
18  as  10.4  dollars. 

To  Samuel  Bear,  for  provisions  furnished  to  several  companies,  jg  27  15 
Ty  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  Thomas  Compton,  «=  74  dollars. 

To  sundries,  per  certificates  and  accounts  forwarded  by  Lewis  Ogden,  far 
necessaries  furnished  captain  Ross's  company,  and  for  a  guard  over  a  powder 
wagon,  j8  42  0  £,  New -York  currency,  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  George 
Kennedy,  being  105  dollars. 

To  Henry  Dearing,  for  necessaries  furnished  to  captoin  Ross's  company, 
£6  17>  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  John  Biddle,  junior,  being  18.3  dollars. 

To  John  Jones,  for  ferriage  and  provisions,  for  captain  Ross's  company, 
^  2,  »  5.3  dollars. 

Matliias  Slough,  per  certificates,  for  provisions  furnished  several  rifle  com- 
panies, ^  22  3  2,»=59.1  dollars. 

To  sundries,  per  certificates,  for  provisions  furnished  captain  Rosa's  cM- 

ny,  -g  23  15  5,  New-York  currency,  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to 

ing  59.4  dollars. 


^ 


*  In  oonoress,  September,  18,  1775. 

jReaohfed,  That  a  secret  committee  be  appointed  to  contract  for  the  importation  and  defir*^ 
ly  of  any  quanity  of  gun-powder,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  tons. 

That  in  case  such  a  quantity  of  gun-powder  cnmot  be  procuired,  to  contzact  fat  the  im- 
portation of  ao  much  ult-petre,  with  a  proportionable  quantity  of  aulphur,  as,  with  tha 
powder  procured,  will  make  five  hundred  tons. 

That  the  said  conuoittee  be  empowered  to  contract  for  the  importation  of  for^  bisaa  fidd 
pieces,  six  pounders,  for  10,000  stmd  of  «Rni»  and  20^000  good  phin  double  bndk  mnsket 

Hut  the  said  committee  be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  treaiuzeri  to  answer  the  nod  ooo- 
tracts. 

That  the  said  committee  conrist'of  nine  members,  any  five  of  whom  to  be  a  quoram. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  lifingston,  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Dean^ 
Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  M*Kean  and  Mr.  Waixl. 
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Ordered^  That  the  above  be  paid. '  , 

The  CoQmss  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
New-York  Tetter,  &c. 

Resolved^  That  a  commander  with  the  rank  of  a  colonel,  be  appointed  to 
take  the  command  of  the  fortifications  or  fortresses  on  Hudson's  river,  in  the 
highlands. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- York,  to  em- 
power the  said  commander  to  call  together  and  command  two  hundred  men  of 
the  militia  of  Duchess,  Orange,  and  Ulster  counties,  and  one  company  of  ar- 
tiJJeiy  from  the  city  of  New-York,  who  shall  be  stationed  in  the  highlands 
until  relieved  bj  the  company  of  artillerv,  directed  by  this  Congress  to  be 
raised  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  such  other  continental  tro«>ps  as  may 
hereafter  be  directed  to  take  possession  of  the  same. 

JUsolvtd,  That  the  minute  men  or  militia,  while  on  service,  be  maintained 
and  paid  at  the  same  rate,  as  the  rest  of  the  continental  forces. 

Resolved,  That  a  number  of  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Duchess,  Orange, 
and  Uhter,  be  formed  into  independent  companies,  under  the  direction  of  the 
commander  of  the  said  fortresses,  and  in  case  of  alarm,  be  directed  to  repair 
to  the  several  stations  in  the  highlands,  which,  jn  order  to  prevent  confusion, 
should  be  immediately  assigned  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  troops,  which  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  directed  to 
garrison  the  fortresses  in  the  highlands,  be  put  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  fortresses,  except  when  headed  by  a  general  officer. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  commissary-general  1^  directed  to  provide  suffi- 
cient provision  for  one  thousand  men  for  one  month,  and  keep  that  quantity  in 
stock. 

Resolved,  That  the  powder  sent  from  this  place  to  general  Schuyler,  be  re- 
manded, if  it  can  be  any  way  spared,  and  left  at  the  fortresses  in  the  highlands. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  be  requested  to 
furnish  the  colony  of  New-York  with  500  lbs.  of  powder,  and  forward  the  same 
immediately  to  Dobb's  ferry ;  that  the  convention  of  New- York  give  order  to 
receive  it  diere,  and  send  it  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  fortresses  in  the  hi^- 
lands. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New-York,  if  they 
have  not  already  sent  forward  a  sufficient  number  of  cannon  for  the  defence  of 
the  fortresses  erecting  in  the  highlands,  that  they  immediately  send  forward  to 
those  fortresses  so  many  of  the  cannon  at  King's  bridge  of  the  best  quality  and 
largest  bore,  as  they  may  think  necessdry  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  tne  bills  of  sale,  for  the  vessels  ordered  to  be  purchased,  be 
made  to  the  continental  treasurers,  or  those  who  shall  succeed  them  in  that 
office,  in  trust  nevertheless  for  the  use  of  the  continent,  or  tiieir  representatives,* 
in  Congress  met. 

Mesmved^  That  the  appointment  of  a  commander  of  the  fortresses  on  Hud- 
son's river  be  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Dyer  having,  on  account  of  indisposition,  desired  to  be  excused  from 
fi;oing  to  the  northward,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  another  in 
nis  stead,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  was  chosen. 

Xhe  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  draught  of  instructions,  reported  the 
same«  which  being  read,  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  • 

loftnictions  to  R.  R.  LiTingstoti,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  and  J,  LAngtloo,  eaqoires. 

t*  Oentlsmen, 

**  The  Congress  expect  that  you  repair,  with  as  much  despatch,  as  the  ne- 
cessary preparations  for  your  journey  will  admit,  to  Ticonderoga,  in  order  te 
consult  with  general  Schuyler  what  ntimber  of  forces  ^ill  be  necessary  in  Ca- 
nada,  and  of  the  bcHt  and  most  efficacious  method  for  procuring  or  continuing 
Vor.  T,  22 
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such  forces  in  the  northern  department  during  the  ensuing;  winter^  of  engagini; 
the  inhabitant)  of  the  colonj  of  Canada  to  accede  to  the  association  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  of  protecting  them  for  tlie  future  against  their  and  otr 
enemies. 

**  If,  upon  such  a  conference,  it  shall  be  judged  necessary,  you  are  aathorized 
to  direct  Mr.  Liyingston,  the  deputy  commissary -general,  to  furnish  the  neces- 
sary provisions  for  an  army  of  three  thousand  men  for  six  months. 

"  I  ott  are  also  authorized  to  offer  two  months'  pay  as  a  boantr  to  sad 
officers  and  soldiers  as  shall  re-inlist,  to  be  paid  upon  their  taking  tne  fortresi 
at  St.  John's  and  Montreal,  .and  you  are  to  make  use  of  every  ar^ment,  to  in- 
duce them  to  re-inlist,  or  at  least  to  stay  until  they  can  be  rehe¥ed»  and  to 
assure  them,  that  the  Congress  have  taken  care  to  supply  them  with  piopsr 
clothing. 

^*  You  are  to  direct  the  fortresses  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point,  to  be 
put  into  such  a  posture  of  defence,  as  the  state  of  our  affairs  may  require. 

'^  You  are  to  advise  the  general  to  purchase  of  such  officers  and  soldiers, 
who  have  arms  and  are  sick,  their  arms  for  the  use  of  those  who  have  none,  or 
bad  ones  and  are  well. 

'*  Ammunition  it  is  hoped  since  the  late  capture  will  not  be  wanting,  if  it 
should,  Congress  will  send  the  first  that  shall  arrive. 

"  If  there  should  be  occasion  of  reinforcements,  you  are  empowered,  in  caa- 
cert  with  oeneral  Schuyler,  to  raise  any  number  that  can  be  procured  in  Canaik. 
New-York,  or  any  of  the  New-England  governments,  in  order  to  possess  then^ 
selves  of  Montreal  and  Quebec. 

"  The  Congress  desire  you  to  exert  your  utmost  endeavours  to  induce  tk 
Canadians  to  accede  to  a  union  with  these  colonies,  and  that  they  form  froe 
their  several  parishes,  a  provincial  convention,  and  send  delegates  to  tiiis  Con- 
^ss.  'And  as,  in  the  present  unsettled  state  of  that  country,  a  regular  elec* 
tion  can  hardly  be  expected,  the  Congress  will  j^quiesce  in  tlie  choice  of  sac^ 
parishes  and  districts,  a^are  willing  to  join  us. 

X  •  '<  You  may,  and  are  hereby  empowered  to  assure  them,  tiiat  we  shall  hold 
their  rights  as  dear  as  our  own,  and  ou  their  union  with  us,  exert  onr  utami 
endeavours  to  obtain  fbr  them,  and  their  posterity,  theblessingsof  a  freeeov- 
emment,  and  that  security  to  their  persons  and  property,  which  is  derived  utm 
the  British  constitution. 

*'  And  you  may,  and  are  hereby  empowered  further  to  declare,  that  we  hiM 
sacred  the  rights  of  conscience,  and  shall  never  molest  them  in  the  free  eojoj- 
ment  of  their  religion. 

<*  In  case  general  Schuyler  has  not  yet  raised  the  regiment  recommeodeti 
to  him  to  be  raised  in  Canada,  or  in  case  he  cannot  proceed  to  Canada,  jwi  are 
to  use  all  the  means  in  your  power  to  perfect  the  raisine  of  a  regiment  of  Can* 
dians,  to  join  the  continental  forces,  and  you  are,  fur  that  purpose,  to  tak^ 
.  with  you  blank  commissions,  which,  taking;  the  advice  of  the  general  office? 
in  that  department,  you  are  to  fill  up  with  tiic  names  of  such  persona  as  ban 
the  most  merit  and  best  qualifications  for  the  service. 

*'  Congress  direct  you  to  acquaint  general  Sehuyler,  that  they  approve  of  hi« 
appointment  of  captain  Dimon,  to  be  a^  brigade  major,  and  have  ordered  him  a 
commission  accordingly. 

'*  The  Congress  moreover  are  desirous  that  you  should  take  an  accurate  virr 
of  the  state  of  our  fortifications  upon  Hudson's  river,  ami  make  a  report  of  it 
as  soon  as  it  din  conveniently  be  done. 

"  If  the  circumstances  of  the  army  should  be  sudi,  that  a  ton  of  powdermaT 
be  spared,  you  are  to  direct  that  quantity  to  be  sent  to  New- York,  and  all  mA 
cannon  and  military  stores  as  shall  not  be  wanted  in  Canada,  or  iki  the  forti- 
flcatious  on  the  lakes,  to  be  sent  to  Albany,  there  to  remain  until  the  Coiicres$ 
give  farther  directions  concerning  diem;  and  for  this  purpose,  you  are  berp^- 
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with  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  ordaance  and  military  stores,  which  were  at 
those  places  when  taken. 

*^  You  are  to  inform  the  general  that  the  pay  of  some  of  the  officers  is  raised, 
and  to  take  wkh  you  from  the  minutes,  the  additional  establishment. 

**  You  are -to  direct  all  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  shall  re-inlist,  to  be  paid 
all  arrears  that  may  be  due  to  them,  according  to  the  rolls  to  be  sent  by  gov- 
ernor Trumbull,  who  in  the  meantime  will  be  requested  by  Congress  to  send 
the  rolls  to  the  general,  ascertaining  how  long  the  men  have  been  in  service. 

"  The  disposition  of  the  prisoners  is  approved  of  by  the  Congress,  but  the 
officers  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  reside  in  or  near  any  sea -port. 

*^  You  are  authorized  to  assure  major  Brown  and  major  Livineston,  that  tbe 
Congress  have  a  just  sense  of  their  important  services,  and  will  take  the  first 
proper  opportunity  to  reward  them* 

*'  You  are  also  to  acquaint  the  general,  that  general  Mont^mery's  request, 
as  to  the  pay  of  the  company  of  artillery  by  him  appointed,  is  complied  with. 

'*  A  committee  will  be  appointed  to  procure  as  much  hard  monev  as  will  be 
necessary  to  be  transmitted  to  the  deputy  pay-master  general  in  tne  northern 
army,  to  be  used  in  Canada." 

ifesolved.  That  th%  committee  appointed  to  make  an  estimate,  &c.  be  au- 
thorized to  contract  for  the  making  proper  paper  for  a  future  emission  of  paper 
bills  of  credit. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  draw  an  order  on  the  treasurers  for  the  sum  of 
3000  dollars^  in  favour  of  tlie  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  agreeable 
to  the  reauest  of  the  honorable  the  assembly,  towards  the  expense  of  the  bat- 
talion oru^ed  to  be  raised  in  said  colony. 

Resolved,  That  all  letters  to  and  from  the  delegates  of  the  United  Colonies, 
during  the  sessions  flf  Congress,  pass,  attd  be  carried  free  of  postage,  the  mem- 
bers having  engaged  upon  honour  not  to  fraak  or  enclose  any  letters  but  their 
own. 

Ordered,  That  this  be  published. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  for  the  sum  of  20,000 
dollar^  in  favour  of  Francis  Lewis  and  Roger  Sherman,  esqrs.  to  enable  them 
to  pay  for  the  clothing  they  were  ordered  to  purchase. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed,  and  the  order  of  the  day 
renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

THURSDAY,  JSovemher  9,  1775. 

A  letter  from  the  agents  respecting  the  delivery  of  the  petition  and  the  re- 
ception it  met  with,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  publish  the  substance  of  said  letter. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a  commander  of  the  fortresses  on  Hud- 
son's river  be  postponed  to  Wednesdav  next,  and  that  captain  John  Hanson 
take  and  keep  the  command  of  the  said  fortresses  and  the  troops  there,  until 
the  Congress  shall  appoint  a  commander. 

CIn  application  made  by  the  delegates  of  Georgia, 

Resolved^  That  the  president  draw  an  order  on  the  treasurers  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  that  colony,  for  the  sum  of  5000  dollars,  toward  the  expense 
of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  there,  the  said  colony  to  account  for  the 
same.  * 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  from  some  inhabitants  of 
Nova-Scotia,  brought  in  their  report,  and  the  same  being  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  debated,  was  postponed  till  to-morrowt 

The  order  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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FRIDAY,  J^ovember  10,  1775. 

Resolvedj  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  for  1000  dollars,  in  faTor 
of  Mr.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Langdon,  the  committee  appointed 
to  repair  to  the  northward,  ♦ 

Resolvedj  That  the  soods  bought  for  the  northern  armj  be  sent  by  land  to 
Dobb's  ferrj,  and  that  the  president  write  to  the  convention  of  New- York,  ami 
desire  them  to  have  a  vessel  ready  to  take  in  the  said  goods,  and  transport  tbem 
immediately  to  Albany. 

Resolved,  That  the  medicines  purchased  in  this  city  for  the  army  at  Cam- 
bridge, be, sent  thither  by  land. 

« Resolved,  That  the  president  give  written  orders  to  Dr.  Morgan,  to  call 
upon  Mr.  Sears,  and  desire  him  to  deliver  what  medicines  he  has  onder  his 
care,  or  can  procure,  that  they  may  be  forwarded  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the 
colony  of  Virginia,  to  consider  whetner  any,  and  what  provisions  maj  be  ne- 
cessary for.  its  defence,  and  to  report  the  same  to  Congress. 

That. the  committee  consist  of  five. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Ward, 
and  Mr.  Johnson. 

Resolved,  Thdi  all  letters  to  and  from  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  con- 
tinental army,  or  the  chief  commander  in  tlie  army  in  the  northern  department, 
pass  and  be  carried  free  of  postage. 

Resolved,  ^fhat  the  commander  of  the  New-Jersey  battalions  be  directed  to 
march  six  companies  of  said  battalions,  as  soon  as  they  are  completed,  t» 
garrison  the  fort  on  Hudson's  river,  in  the  highlands,  in  the  colony  of  New- 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  governor  Cooke,  and  reqnedt  him  to 
send  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  New-York,  one  ton  of  powder,  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  city  and  colony.  • 

Resolved,  That  there  be  pkid  to  John  Wendall,  the  express  from  Albany, 
who  has  been  detained  twelve  days  by  order  of  Congress,  the  suni  of  sixte^ 
dollars,  for  the  time  he  has  been  detained. . 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor  of  the  dele- 
gates of  New -Jersey,  fbr  5000  dollars,  towards  the  expense  of  the  battalions 
ordered  to  be  raised  in  that  colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  call  on  the  gentlemen  appointed 
to  sign  the  continental  bills,  and  request  them  with  all  possible  expedition  to 
complete  that  business.  .  / 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  farther  ways  and  means  of  promotiBS 
the  manufacture  of  salt-petre,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  in  tbeii 
words : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  skilful  persons  sent  to  Virginia,  and  em- 
ployed there  in  a  public  salt-petre  work,  under  the  inspection  of  gentlemea 
who  will  superintend  it,  may,  with  sufficient  assistance,  produce  a  considerable 
quantity  of  that  article ;  and  that  a  further  supply  of  it  may  be  procured  froB 
tiie  other  colonies,  if  the  assemblies,  conventions,  and  councils  of  safety  will 
appoint  prop^  persons  in  their  respective  colonies,  whose  business  it  shall  be 
to  employ  and  set  to  work  such  and  so  many  of  their  countrymen,  as  tbey 
shall  judge  fit,  to  collect  earth  from  which  nitrous  salt  may  be  extracted,  ami 
to  manu^cture  it  into  salt  petre. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  said  report. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Bland,  Peter  Poythre^s,  John  Bannister,  John  Bnffin, 
Archibald  Cary,  Benjamin  Watkins,  John  Tabb,  Richard  Adams,  Richard 
Randolph,  and  Theoaorick  Bland,  the  younger,  esqrs.  or  any  five  or  more  of 
them,  be  desired  and  empowered  to  agVee  with  the  proprietors  of  the  public 
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ware-houses,  and  of  other  places  impregnated  with  nitre,  in  the  counties  of 
Prince-George,  Dinwiddle,  Chesterfield,  and  Henrico;  Carter  Braxton,  John 
Syme,  Burweli  Basset,  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  William  Aylett,  Gckuj^ 
Brook,  George  Lyne,  and  George  Webb,  esqrs.  or  any  five  or  more  of  them, 
with  such  proprietors  in  the  counties  of  Hanover,^  New-Kent,  King  William, 
and  King  and  Queen ;  Edmund  Pendleton,  James  Taylor,  George  Stubblefield, 
Mann  Page,  the  younger,  Joseph  Jones,  William  Fitzhugh,  of  Sommerset,  and 
Fielding  Lewis,  esqrs.  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  with  such  proprietors  in  the 
counties  of  Caroline,  Spotsylvania,  and  King  George  ;  and  Charles  Carter,  of 
Stafibrd,  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Blackburn,  Charles  Broad- 
water, and  George  Mason,  esqrs.  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  withi  such 
proprietors  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  Pnnce  William,  and  Fairfax,  in  the  co- 
lony of  Virginia,,  to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies,  all  the  salt- 
petre which  may  within  twelve  calendar  months  be  produced  fram  the  floors 
and  yards  of  the  ware-houses  and  other  places,  under  the  management  of  such 
persons  as  the  Congress  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  and  to  pay  to  the  owners 
of  the  soil,  if  they  will  manufacture  it  at  their  own  expense,  atter  the  rate  of 
two  fifths  of  a  dollar  for  every  pound  weight,  avoirdupois,  of  clean,  pure,  and 
neat  salt-petre,  delivered  to  the  gentlemen  above  named,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  to  hire  laborers,  and  provide  the  necessarjr  apparatus,  to 
be  employed  under  the  direction  of  the  said  managers,  in  the  soil  ot  such  per- 
sons  as  shall  not  chuse  to  adventure  in  the  business  themselves,  paying  to 
the  owners,  if  they  require  satisfaction,  what  they  shall  be  willing  to  take,  so 
that  it  do  not  exceed  one  forty-fifth  part  of  a  dollar  for  every  pound  weight, 
avoirdupois,  of  salt-petre  of  the  like  quality,  in  both  which  cases  the  Congress 
will  make  good  the  contracts,  and  will  pay  all  such  expenses  as  shall  be  incurred 
by  the  gentlemen  desired  to  superintend  the  operation ;  on  whose  zeal,  influ- 
ence, and  abilities,  to  procure,  with  all  convenient  expedition,  a  large  quantity 
of  this  article,  so  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  thereby  ren- 
der it  a  very  important  service,  and  by  their  example  and  activity  to  forward 
and  encourage  this  useful  work,  the  Consress  rely  with  confidence. 

JZeso/vei,  That  it  be  recommended  to  &e  assemblies,  conventions,  and  com- 
mittees of  safety,  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  to  appoint  certain  persons 
within  each  of  the  said  colonies,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  employ  and  set 
to  work  so  many  persons  as  they  may  think  proper,  both  to  work  up  such  earth 
as  is  now  fit  for  making  salt-petre,  and  to  collect  together  and  place  in  beds  or 
walls  under  sheds,  all  such  ^rth  and  composition  of  materials  as  are  suitable 
to  produce  salt-petre,  after  being  duly  exposed  to  theair,  in  order  to  encrease 
the  produce  of  it,  and  that  the  delegates  of  the  respective  colonies  be  directed 
to  send  this  resolution,  together  with  the  resolutions  of  last  session  respecting 
salt-petre,  to  their  respective  colonies,  and  cause  them  to  be  printed  and  made 
public  tl^ere. 

Resolved^  That  two  battalions  of  marines  be  raised,  consisting  of  one  colonel, 
two  lieutenant-colonels,  two  majors,  and  other  officers  a3  usual  in  other  regi- 
ments ;  that  they  consist  of  an  equal  number  of  privates  with  other  battalions ; 
that  particular  care  be  taken,  that  no  persons  be  appointed  to  offices,  or  in  list- 
ed into  said  battalions,  but  such  as  are  good  seamen,  or  so  acquainted  with  ma- 
ritime aftairs  as  to  be  able  to  serve  to  advantage  by  sea  when  required  :  tliat 
thej  be  inlisted  and  commissioned  to  serve  for  i^nd  during  the  present  war 
between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies,  unless  dismissed  by  order  of  Con- 
gress :  that  they  be  distinguished  by  the  names  of  the  first  and  second  batta- 
lions of  American  marines,  and  that  they  be  considered  as  part  of  the  number 
which  the  continental  army  before  Boston  is  ordered  to  consist  of. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  ot  the  above  be  transmitted  to  the  general. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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SATURDAY,  JVoremAer  11,  1775. 

Peaolved,  That  it  be  recommended^  to  such  proprietors  of  tobtcco  wire* 
houses,  and  tobacco  houses  in  Virginia  and  Marjlana,  as  cannot  speedily  hive 
the  earth  of  the  floors  of  tlieir  houses  worked  for  salt-petre,  that  they  cause  those 
floors  to  be  soon  dug  a  p  and  left  fine,  looei^,  and  light,  at  least  six  inches  deep^  nf- 
fering  the  tobacco  stalks  and  trashy  leaves  to  be  spread  thereon,  and  leaviog  tW 
doors  open,  especiall j  in  dry.  weatlier,  as  often  as  oonvenience  will  pcrnit, 
whereby  the  soil  will  be  much  the  more  impregnated  with  nitrous  narticlei,  die 
manufacture  of  salt-petre  facilitated,  and  &e  quantity  thereol  greatlf  in- 
creased. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Charles  Wharton,  the  other  from  James  Loag^ 
head,  each  praying  to  be  appointed  commissary  to  the  battalions  ndsiogiB 
this  colony,  were  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

JStesolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  contract  with  sach  per- 
son or  persons  as  will  undertake,  atvtlie  cheapest  rate,  to  supply  such  coDtj* 
nental  troops  as  are  or  may  be  in  the  barracks  at  Philadelphia,  during  their 
stay  there,  witli  the  rations  allowed  by  this  Congress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Allen. 

Resolved,  That  the  recruiting  officers  in  Pennsylvania,  send  therecroitsthej 
may  enlist  as  soon  as  raised,  to  the  barracks  in  Philadelphia. 

Ajetter  from  Volkert  P.  Douw,  escj^i  dated  6th  instant,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  fore 
goine  letter,  and  the  minutes  of  tlie  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  AlbsDj,  bj 
the  Indian  commissioners  of  the  northern  department,  and  report  thereon. 

That  the  committee  consist  of  five. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Doaor, 
and  Mr.  Cushing. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  proceed  to  Ticonderojp  vA 
Canada,  be  directed  to  confer  with  the  generals  commanding  in  that  depart- 
ment, on  the  propriety  of  sending  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  army  under  their 
command,  with  proper  artillery  and  ammunition,  to  C^ebec,  in  oraer  to  secood 
colonel  Arnold's  expedition,  or  to  renew  the  attempt,  should  his  have  ixidt 
and  to  sive  directions  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That 'the  fortifications  of  Quebec,  in  case  it  comes  into  oar  haixi^ 
be  repaired,  and  furnished  with  such  provisioos,arms,  ammunition  and  artillerji 
as  may  be  necessary  for  its  security. 

Resolved^  That  in  case  any  one  of  the  f6rq;oing  committee  be  disabled  « 
prevented  from  proceeding,  the  other  two  have  full  power  to  proceed  aio 
transact  the  business  entrusted  to  them . 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Kirkland,  brought  in  their  re- 
port:   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  113  dollars  be  paid  to  the  rev.  Samuel  ILirkland>  forhisp^f^ 
services,  out  of  the  continental  treasury.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  amongst  the  Indians,  v» 
conciliating  their  affections  to  the  United  Colonies,  and  thereby  preserving  their 
friendship  and  neutrality,  Mr.  Kirkland  be  continued  in  his  mission  amoofst 
them,  and  that  for  those  important  purposes,  he  be  allowed  and  paid  oat  of  the 
continental  treasury,  for  the  support  of  himself  Imd  family  theensmngjcs^' 
sixty-five  pounds  sterling,  or  288  8-9  dollars,  and  that  siztypounds  steriiag' 
or  266  2-3  dollars  be  advanced  to  him,  to  be  by  him  disposed  of^tn  such  tdmxs^ 
as  may  best  promote  the  happiness  of  the  Indians,  and  attach  them  to  these 
colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  until  tbe 
committee  to  whom  Mr.  Douw's  letter,  and  the  minutes  of  the  late  treaty  vt 
referred,  shall  have  made  their  report. 
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Besolved,  That  $000  tin  carteuch  boxes  be  made  and  sent  jto  the  camp,  or  if 
tin  sufficient  to  fnake  them  can  be  procured*  that  it  be  sent. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of  re&nsylvania  execute  this. 

Besolved,  That  the  saltjpetre  committee  be  empowered  to  enter  into  a  con* 
tract  ¥rith  persons  who  offer  to  go  to  Virginia  on  tnis  business. 

Resolvea,  That  500,000  doll^  be  sent  to  thepaj-master  general,  for  the  use 
ot  the  armj  in  Massachusetts-Bav. 

That  50»000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  c«i?entlon  of  New-York^  to  be  account* 
ed  for  by  said  convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennsjlvaaia  be  a  committee  to  count  and 
forward  the  said  aums  under  a  guard. 

Me9olvedj  That  the  guard  do  not  exceed  three  «r  two  of  the  light  horse* 
and  a  servant. 

Two  petitions,  wie  from  Murray,  Bansom  and  others,  and  the  other  from  Jas* 
per  Griffins,  were  read. 

Be8olve£,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  foregoing  petitions,  and  report  thereon  to  Conmss. 

The  members  chosen^  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Johnson* 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  (en  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  JVovemter  13,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington,  with  sundry  papera  enclosed,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  aimy  be  republished,  with 
the  additions  and  alterations  lately  made. 

Resolved,  That  s^  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration, 
in  answer  to  sundry  illegal  ministerial  proclamations  that  have  lately  appeared 
in  America 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  W.  Livingston. 

Resolved,  That  Thursday,  the  2Sd  instant,  be  assigned  for  electing  a  briga- 
dier:general.      • 

Thesevefal  matters  to  titis  day  referred  being  postponed,  and  the  order  of 
the  day  renewed,  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow,  and  from  thence  to  tqn 
o'clock  on  Wednescfay. 

WEDNESDAY,  JVcwemter  15,  1775. 

An  express  havinj^  arrived  with  an  account  of  the  surrender  of  fort  St. 
John's,  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler  and  general  Montgomery,  were 
read. 

Resolved^  That  an  order  for  542  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  fa- 
vour of  captain  Thomas  Price,  on  account  of  his  rifle  company,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  same. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petitions  from  Jasper  Griffin^,  and  Murray, 
Sansom  and  company  and  others,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read,  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Your  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Jasper  Griffing,  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
exandnation  of  the  facts,  set  forth  in  that  memoriaT,  ought  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  observation,  for  Guilford,  and  that  the  same  being  sufficiently 
proved,  the  schooner  Betsey,  mentioned  in  said  memorial,  ought  to  be  permit- 
ted to  proceed  on  her  voyage,  with  the  cargo  purchased  and  provided  for  her 
before  the  10th  day  of  September  last,  the  master  and  owner  of  the  vessel 
previously  making  oath,  that  they  will  use  their  best  and  utmost  endeavours, 
that  the  said  cai]^  shall  be  landed  in  some  foreign  port. 

On  the  memorial  of  Murray,  Sansom  and  company,  Jacob  Watson,  and 
Frederick  Rhinelander,  of  the  city  of  New-York,  your  committee  having  exam- 
ined as  far  as  they  could,  into  the  conduct  of  the  parties  concerned,  find  no 
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f  round  to  suspect  that  the  owners  of  the  cargo  intended  it  should  be  landed  or 
isposed  of  in  any  other  manner  than  set  forth  in  the  said  memorial,  but  jour 
committee  think  there  is  just  ground  to  suspect,  that  William  Barron,  the 
master  of  the  ship  Peggjr,  would  not  be  very  solicitous  to  prevent  the  cu)^ 
which  might  be  useful  to  the  ministerial  army,  from  falling  into  the  pofiseasian 
of  the  men  of  war,  he  having  been  before  taken  in  the  same  ship,  m  Rhode- 
Island,  with  a  cargo  from  Chesapeake-Bay,  for  Europe,  nor  can  your  commit- 
tee approve  the  conduct  of  the  owner  oi  the  ship  who  continued  the  captiiB 
afterwards. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opifeiion,  that  another  master  on|;ht  to  be 
appointed  to  the  said  ship,  who  shall  be  approved  by  the  committee  of  Norwich, 
and  that  the  time  of  her  sailing,  as  well  as  her  track  be  appointed  by  that  com- 
mittee, and  the  master  sworn  to  use  his  best  endeavours  to  prevent  the  said 
ship  falling  into  the  possession  of  any  man  of  war  or  cutter,  and  to  pursae  a 
far  as  he  can,  the  orders  of  the  said  committee  in  navigating  the  saia  ship,  oft 
which  terms  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  the  said  ship  ought  to  be  permit- 
ted to  proceed  with  her  cargo. 

A  proposal,  from  Nathaniel  Sackett,  for  making  a  quantity  of  salt-petre, 
being  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  salt-pietre  committee. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  JVcwemAer  16, 1775. 

Reiolved,  That  two  small  swift  sailing  vessels  be  provided  for  packets,  to  he 
under  the  direction  of  Congress* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morns  be  appointed  to  provide  said  vessels,  and  that  be 
be  directed  to  get  one  ready  to  sail  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  other  in  a 
month  hence. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  meios 
of  employing  these  vessels  to  the  best  advantage. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  and  Dr.  Franklin. 

The  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  having,  by  a  resolution  of  their  house,  recom- 
mended three  gentlemen  for  field  officers  to  the  battalion  raising  in  said  colo- 
ny, the  same,  together  with  applications  from  sundries,  to  be  appointed  adjatut 
and  quarter-master  to  said  battalion,  were  read. 

Sundry  papers  from  the  general  assembly  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  being  laid  before  Congress  and  read,  ^ 

Resolved,  That  these  be  referred  to  a  conimittee  of  seven. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr 
Ward,  Mr»  Jefferson,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Harrison. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  1 1th  instant,  to  contract  fo 
supplying  the  troops  in  the  barracks  in  Philadelphia,  be  empowered  to  contnct 
for  supplying  the  same  wherever  sent,  for  twelve  calendar  months,  provided 
they  are  so  long  continued  in  the  continental  service, to  commence  next  Moo- 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  ta  Henry  Rankioi  w 
provisions  to  captain  Ross's  company,  161.9  dollars. 

To  John  Hider,  for  carrying  powder  to  Trenton,  10.6  dollars. 

This  to  be  paid  per  order  to  Joseph  Jewell. 

Tq  Francis  Lee,  for  horse-hire  for  expresses,  20  dollars. 

To  John  Little,  for  entertainment  of  sundry  expresses,  16.8  dollan* 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

The  said  committee  also  reported  an  account  of  Major  Coatesand  capt&i> 
Copperthwaite,  which  being  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 
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Rtsolvtdt  That  the  delegates  write  to  their  coUeagues,  who  are  absent,  and 
inform  them  that  the  Congress  expect  their  immediate  attendance. 

Resolved^  That  for  the  future,  no  member  absent  himself  from  Congress 
lyithout  leave  of  Congress. 

R€9alv€d,  That  it  be  a  rule  of  this  Congress,  Ihat  everj  meml^r  remain  in 
kis  seat  whilst  any  paper  is  reading  or  question  putting. 

The  order  of  tne  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


FRIDAY,  Abremter  ir,  1775. 


A  letter  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  a  letter  and  journal  of  colonel 
Arnold,  and  sunorj  papers,  beins  received,  the  same  were  read:  Whereupon, 
ilcsolved;  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion so  much  of  the  general's  letter  as  relates  tcvthe  disposal  of  such  vessels 
and  cargoes  belonging  to  the  enemy,  as  shall  fail  into  the  nands  of,  or  be  taken 
by,  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  E.Rutledge,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  W. 
Livingston,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Johnson. 

Resolved^  That  the  prisoners  taken  at  Chambly  and  St.  John's,  be  sent  to, 
and  kept  in,  the  towns  of  Reading,  Lancaster,  and  York,  in  the  colon  j  of  Penn- 
sjlvania. 

That  the  committee  appointed  the  1 1th  instant,  to  contract  for  supplying 
the  battalion,  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  be  empowered  to  distribute  the  said  pri- 
soners in  the  towns  aforesaid,  and  contract  for  their  support  or  subsistence. 

That  the  rations  of  the  privates  be  the  same  as  are  allowed  the  privates  in 
the  continental  army. 

That  orders  issue  to  the  officer  who  has  the  charge  of  conducting  tlie  prisoners, 
to  march  them  by  the  nearest  road  to  Reading,  in  the  colony  ofPennsylvania, 
and  that  the  deputy  commissary -general  be  directed  to  supply  them  with 
provisions  for  their  march,  agreei£le  to  the  rations  supplied  the  continejital 
army. 

Tnat  the  said  commissary  be  directed,  if  the  prisoners  agree  to  it,  to  send 
the  women,  children  and  banage  by  water  to  Amboy,  from  thence  to  be  sent 
across  to  Bordentown,  and  mm  thence  by  water  to  Philadelphia,  from  which 
last  place  they  will  be  sent  to  join  the  garrison  in  the  towns  allotted  to  them, 
this  being  judged  the  safest,  cheapest,  and  most  commodious  way  of  conveying' 
them. 

Whereas  it  is  become  necessary  to  appoint  a  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery, in  the  room  of  colonel  Gridley,  on  account  of  his  advanced  age, 

Resolvedj  I'hat  this  Congress  will  indemnify  colonel  Gridley  for  any  loss 
of  half-pa^,  which  he  may  sustain  in  consequence  of  his  having  been  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
artinery,  and 

Henry  Kiiox,  esq.   was  unanimously  elected. 

Resolved^  That  the  ^commissioned  officers,  taken  in  the  forts  of  Chambly 
and  St.  John's,  be  put  upon  their  parole  of  honour,  that  they  will  not  go  into  or 
near  any  seaport  town,  nor  farther  than  six  miles  distant  trom  the  respective 
places  of  their  residence,  without  leave  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  that 
they  will  carry  on  no  political  correspondence  ^whatever,  on  the  subject 
of  tne  dispute  between  GreatcBritain  and  the  colonies,  so  long  as  they  remain 
prisoners. 

Whereas  the  officers  taken  at  fort  Chambly,  have  been  nermitted  by  general 
Schuyler,  to  make  choice  of,  and  to  reside  in  Trenton,  in  New-Jersey,  and  the 
disposition  of  the  prisoners  by  him  made,  has  been  approved  by  Congress, 
Vox..  L  23 
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(Meredt  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  sent  to  t]ie  committee 
of  Trenton,  and  that  the  said  committee  he  desired  to  get  the  same  sigDed  bj 
tiie  officers  there. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  taken  at  St.  John's,  be  sent  to  Windham  and 
Lebanon,  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  provided  general  Schuyler  has  sot 
given  his  word  for  another  disposition  of  them. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed,  and  the  or^er  of 
the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  J>rovember  20, 1773. 

Sundry  letters  from  general  Washington  and  governor  Trumbull,  wift  pi- 
pers enclosed,  among  which  were  intercepted  letters  from  Cork,  were  read. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Godfred  Fehr,  the  other  from  Melcbior  Net  were 
presented  to  Congress  and  read. 

Capt  John  Hulbcrt,  who  was  sent  by  eeneral  Schuyler  to  conduct  the  S 
cers,  who  were  taken  prisoners  at  Fort  Chambly,  to  Trenton,  attended  and 
made  report  of  his  proceeding 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  16,669  1-5  dollars  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Lowry,  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  the  two  battalioB> 
raised  in  said  colony  with  the  articles  allowed  them,  in  iieu  of  bounty,  and  ^ 
one  month's  pay  of  said  battalions,  he  to  give  security  for  the  disposal  of  siid 
money,  and  to  render  account  to  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  confer  with  Mr.Lowry.'and  receive  prqniMlJ 
with  regard  to  the  rccompence  he  will  expect  for  this  service. 

RescXved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  supplying  the  bat- 
talions raised  in  Pennsylvania,  be  empowered  to  advertise  and  receive  pTopo- 
sals,  and  contract  for  supplying  the  above  two  battalions  with  the  ratioBS  al- 
lowed them. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  adjutant  for  the  ^ttalwB 
under  the  command  of  colonel  lord  Sterling,  raised  in  the  eastern  diTisioQ<» 
New -Jersey,  and  Alexander  Clough  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  make  fiirther  search  in  t^ 
places  where  the  lead  was  found  at  Crown -Point  and  Ticonderoga,andlh«tRe 
send  as  much  lead  as  can  be  spared  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  empower^  to  contract  for  the  hb 
portation  of  an  hundred  tons  of  lead. 

JZesoIt'ed,  That  the  intercepted  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  se^iD. 
appointed  the  17th  instant,  in  order  to  select  such  parts  of  them  as  it  xsXl^- 
proper  to  publish,  and  that  they  lay  the  extracts  before  Congress. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-moiTow. 

TUESDAY,  .^*orem6er  21 ,  1 775. 

Mr.  Morris,  who  was  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Lowry,  having  niidc  h 
report,  and  the  same  being  considered, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Lowry  be  allowed  one  and  a  quarter  per  cent,  in  fw**'' 
all  cliarges,  for  the  money  passing  through  his  hands. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  te  take  a- 
to  consideration  the  petitions  from  Bermuda,  to  tiiem  referred,  and  after  9o«* 
time  spent  therein,  tne  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reportefl« 
^at  the  committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the  petitions  to  them  refefrto. 
and  had  come  to  certain  resolutions  thereon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  aBd 
then  delivered  in. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  again  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  l)e  considered  to-morrow. 
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Theoriiere  of  the  day  bein^  renewed » 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

WEDNESDAY,  JVoremft^r  22,  1775, 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  committet 
of  the  whole,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

The  committee  of  the  whole,  to  whom  were  referred  the  several  petitions  from 
tlie  island  of  Bermuda,  representing  the  distress  to  which  ther  were  exposed 
by  i}[iR  non-exportation  agreement,  and  praying  to  be  relieved  in  such  manner 
as  the  Congress  may  deem  consistent  with  the  safety  of  America^  report  that 
they  have  considered  the  same,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Bermuda  appear  friendly  to  the  cause 
of  America,  and  ought  to  be  supplied  with  such  ana  so  great  a  quantity  of  the 
produce  of  these  colonies,  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  subsistence  and  home 
consumption ;  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  they  will  annually  require 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  72,000  bushels  of  Indian  com,  2,000  barrels  of  bread 
or  flour,  1,000  barrels  of  beef  or  pork,  2,100  bushels  of  peas  or  beans,  and  300 
tierces  of  rice,  and  that  they  be  permitted  to  export  the  same  yearly. 

That  the  said  inhabitants  ought  to  pay  for  the  above  annual  allowance  in  salt, 
but  it  is  not  the  design  of  this  resolution  to  exclude  them  from  the  privile^  of 
receiving  American  produce  to  any  amount  in  exchanse  for  arms,  ammunition, 
salt'petre,  sulphur,  andfield  pieces,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  pass- 
ed the  15th  of  July  last. 

That,  to  enable  such  of  these  colonies  as  can  conveniently  furnish  the  island 
of  Bermuda  with  the  abovementioned  allowance,  to  divide  whatever  advantages 
may  result  therefrom,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  shares  of  the  general  ex« 
pense.    It  is  further  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 

That  the  colony  of  South  Carolina  supply  them  with  300  tierces  of  rice. 

That  the'colony  of  North  Carolina  supply  them  with  16,000  bushels  of  In- 
dian corn,  and  468  bushels  of  peas  or  beans. 

That  the  colony  of  Virginia  supply  them  with  36,000  bushels  of  Indian  com, 
and  1,050  bushels  of  peas  or  beans. 

That  the  colony  of  Maryland  supply  them  with  20,000  bushels  of  Indian 
corn,  and  582  bushels  of  peas  or  beans. 

That  the  colony  of  Pennsyiynnia  supply  them  with  1,200  barrels  of  flour  or 
bread,  and  600  barrels  of  beef  or  pork. 

That  the  colony  of  New  York  supply  them  with  800  barrels  of  flour  or  bread, 
and  400  barrels  of  beef  or  pork. 

That  the  conventions  or  committees  of  safety  of  the  above  mentioned  colo-* 
nies  ought  to  superintend  the  said  exportation,  provide  against  frauds,  and 
take  care  that,  in  exchanging  the  said  commodities  of  salt  and  provisions,  no 
undue  advantage  be  taken  by  either  party  of  their  mutual  wants,  and  furdier, 
that  no  vessel  employed  in  this  business  ought  to  load  without  their  permission, 
and  that  when  the v  shall,  in  pursuance  pf  these  resolutions,  permit  any  of  the 
said  vessels  to  load,  they  do  give  notice  thereof  to  the  committee  of  inspection 
of  the  county,  city,  or  town  where  such  vessel  shall  load,  and  inform  them  that 
the  same  is  done  under  the  authority  and  by  order  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  furegoing  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  se- 
veral conventions,  assemblies,  or  committees  of  safety  of  the  United  Colonies, 
and  to  the  island  of  Bermuda;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  t}ie  latter  be  inform- 
ed, that  the  Congress  will  afford  them  other  necessaries  (such  as  luinber,  soap, 
and  candles)  whenever  the  q^uality  and  quantity  of  each  of  those  articles  used 
hi  the  island  shall  be  ascertained. 

That  Edward  Stiles  be  permitted,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  of 
safety  of  the  colony  of  Pennsvlvania,  to  send  the  brig  Sea- Nymph,  Samuel 
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Stobel,  master,  with  4000  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  300  barrels  of  floor,  100 
barrels  of  bread,  20  barrels  of  pork,  8  barrels  of  beef,  30  boxes  of  sotp,  and  15 
barrels  of  apples  to  Bermuda,  tor  the  immediate  supply  of  the  iQhabitiiito»tBd 
that  the  said  cargo  be  considered  as  part  of  the  annual  allowance  aforesaid,  for 
theyear  ensuing. 

llie  committee  on  Volkert  P.  Douw's  letter^  and  the  minutes  of  the  trettr 
at  Albany,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read  and  debated, 

Resolved^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  deferred  till  to-monor. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Abremier  23,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  120  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  John  Hulbert,  and  charged 
to  general  Schuyler,  and  that  said  J.  Hulbert,  after  stationing  his  meott 
the  fortresses  on  Hudson's  river,  have  leave  to  be  absent  ten  days. 

The  committee  for  fitting  out  armed  vessels  laid  before  Congress  a  drtusiit 
of  rules  for  the  government  of  the  American  navy,  and  articles  to  be  signeii 
by  the  officers  and  men  employed  in  tliat  service,  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

The  committee  on  general  Washii^^ton's  letter  brought  in  their  report. 
which  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

The  Congress  then  resum^  the  consideration  or  the  report  of  the  cofflmitter 
on  Mr.  Douw's  letter,  and  the  Albany  treaty,  and  after  debate,  the  first  pa- 
ragraph was  postponed,  and  the  remainder  agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  take  into  consideration  the  letter 
from  Volkert  P.  Douw,  e8(|.  and  the  minutes  of  the  treaty  held  with  the  Iodine 
at  Albany,  by  the  commissioners  for  Indian  aflQiirs  in  the  northern  departmeot, 
have  examined  the  same,  and  come  to  the  following  resolutions  thereupon: 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  Indians  be  assured  tiiattiiis 
Congress  are  pleased  with  their  desire,  that  the  trade  should  be  ope&ed  a 
formerly  at  Albany  and  Schenectady,  that  the  Congress  will  exert  their  streDB- 
ous  endeavours  to  procure  the  goods  th^  Indians  many  want,  and  pat  the  trade 
under  such  wise  reeulations,  as  that  mutual  justice  may  be  effected,  and  that 
they  hope  those  endeavours  will  be  successful. 

That  general  Schuyler  be  desired  to  furnish  the  commissioners  at  Altnoj 
with  some  powder,  if^he  can  spare  it,  to  be  distributed  among  the  Indians,  vii0 
in  the  present  circumstances,  are  much  distressed  by  the  want  of  that  articie* 

That  the  commissioners  for  transacting  Indian  affurs  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, be  desired  to  obtain  from  the  Mohawk  Indians,  and  the  corporatiop  ef 
Albany,  a  state  of  the  controversy  between  them,  concerning  the  land  desiroi 
by  the  former  in  the  late  treaty  at  Albany,  to  be  restored  to  them,  and  rep(v^ 
the  matter  as  it  shall  appear  to  them,  to  the  Congress. 

^  That  the  said  conunissioners  be  desired,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, to  provide  for  and  entertain  the  sachems  and  warriors  of  the  Six  N^* 
.tlons,  and  other  Indians  friendly  to  these  colonies,  their  attendants  aw 
messengers,  with  the  accustomed  hospitality  when  they  come  to  Albany  ^ 
Schenectady,  to  treat,  or  give  intelligence  of  public  affairs,  or  upon  a  ^isit 
and  for  this  ptirpose  that  750  dollars  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  said  coi&- 
mbsioners,  subject  to  account.  ' 

That  the  said  commissioners  be  directed  to  employ  two  blacksmiths  fof 
reasonable  salaries,  to  reside  among  and  work  for  the  Indians  of  the  Sis 
Nations. 

That  the  said  commissioners  be  empowered^  to  employ  an  interpreter,  with 
a  salary  of  222  1-5  dollars  by  the  year,  commenting  tlie  12th  day  of  th'* 
month,  who  shall  also  be  allowed  his  travelling  expenses  to  be  aettled  bv  the 


JOURNALS  OF  C0NGBE6S,  1775.  181 

"- ■  ■  "      n,    ,  I        ■       ■  ■         .  ■    ^ 

commissionersy  and  James  Deane,  if  they  judge  him  well  qualified,  is  recom- 
mended to  execute  this  office. 

That  23  dollars  be  paid  James  Deane  over  and  above  the  75  dollars  advanced 
him  by  the  commissioners  for  his  past  services. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  Albany 
treaty,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  consider  of  a  plan  for  carrying  on  a  trade 
with  the  Indians,  and  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  procuring  goods  proper 
for  that  trade. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

Whereas  major  Hawley,  who  was  elected  one  of  the  commissioners  of  In- 
dian affairs  in  the  northern  department,  cannot,  on  account  of  the  situation  of 
his  private  affairs,  attend  that  business,  and  he  having  by  his  letter  desired  to 
be  excused  from  that  service, 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  a  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs  in  the  northern  department,  in  the  room  of  the  said  nuyor  Hawiey. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress,  that  certain  frauds  have  been  attempt- 
ed in  executing  contracts  for  the  continent, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  encmire  into  that  matter. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Johnson,  colonel  Lee, 
and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Application  being  made  by  Mr.  Jay,  in  behalf  of  lieutenant  Hamar^  one  of 
the  prisoners  at  Trenton,  for  leave  to  reside  with  Mr.  Duer,  near  Saratoga, 
the  same  was  granted,  he  to  be  on  the  same  parole  as  other  officers,  with  this 
variation,  not  to  ^  farther  than  twelve  miles  from  the  place  now  assigned  him. 

Application  being  also  made  in  behalf  of  lieutenant  Symes,  a  prisoner  now 
in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  for  leave  to  reside  at  Trenton,  on  the  same  parole 
as  the  other  officers  there,  the  same  was  granted. 
^  Information  beine  given  to  Congress  by  the  committee  of  inspection  for  the 
city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  that  sundry  persons  in  this  city  have  refused 
to  receive  in  payment  or  give  currency  to  the  bills  issued  by  order  of  this 
Congress,  and  also  to  those  emitted  by  tiie  assembly  of  this  province, 

lusolved.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  take  this  matter  into 
consideration^  and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jay,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.E.  Rutled^,and  Mr.  Jefferson. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed,  and  the  orders  of 
the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  , 

FRIDAY,  J^^ember  M,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  despatches  be  sent  to  the  colony  agents  in  England,  by  Mr. 
Morris's  vessel,  which  will  be  ready  to  sail  on  Monday  next. 

The  ^committee  to  whom  the  intercepted  letters  were  referred,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  bein^  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  committee  publish  the  extracts  now  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  that  they  get  a  tiiousand  copies  of  the  same,  together  with  an  au- 
thentic account  of  tne  capture  of  Chambly  and  St.  John's,  struck  offl 

Orderedy  That  the  committee  prepare  a  letter  to  the  colony  agents. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  the  choice  of 
a  commissioner  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  in  the  room  of 
major  Hawiey,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Timothy  Edwards,  esq.  was  unanimously  elected. 

Mesolve'd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  state  of  North-Carolina,  and  report  to  Congress  what  in  their  opinion  is 
necessary  to  be  done  for  its  safety  and  security. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  E.  Kutledge,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Paca. 
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The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  general  Waaii- 
ington's  letter^and  the  same,  after  debate,  was  referred  for  farther  coBsidcn- 
tion  till  to-morrow, 

A  pethion  from  Downham  Newton,  was  presented  and  read. 

jResolvedj  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Alien,  and  Mr.  Jaj. 

Resolved^  That  the  treasurers  pay  such  sums  of  monej  as  the  committei 
for  promoting  the  manufacture  of  sait-petre  shall  draw  orders  upon,  orapplj 
to  them  for,  not  exceeding  1000  dollars,  to  be  accounted  for  bjr  said  committee. 

That  in  case  the  committee  fbr  promotion  the  manufacture  of  salt-petie, 
cannot  procure  persons  to  go  to  Virginia  for  mi  purpose,  it  be  recomneiuiei 
to  the  gentlemen,  who  are  desired  and  empowered  to  superintend  and  for- 
ward the  work  in  that  colony,  to  employ  any  skilful  managers  they  caa  meet 
with,  to  undertake  it 

A  petition  from  captain  Dugal  McGregor,  was  presented  and  read. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  tlie  committee  to  whom  Downham  Newton's 
petition  is  referred. 

The  cominittee  on  the  state  of  the  treasury,  brought  in  their  report,  wUdi 
was  read,  and  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JCwmher  25,  1775. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  field  officers  for  the  battaliw 
raised  in  Pennsylvania,  when  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined : 

John  Bull,  esq.  was  elected  colonel. 

James  Irvine,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel. 

Anthony  James  Morris,  esq.  major. 

Buohtd^  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  the  appointment  of  an  adiutai 
and  a  quarter-master  for  the  second  battalion,  raised  in  New-Jersey,  andofao 
adjutant  and  quarter-master  for  the  battalion  raised  in  Pennsyivanu. 

Resolved^  That  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  dte  ne- 
fnorials  of  the  tea-holders  in  New-York  and  Philadelphia. 

Hie  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  John  HinchmaBi  ^ 
provisions  furnished  to  several  rifle  companies,  the  sura  of  65.2  dollars. 

Christopher  Haine,  for  kettles  and  canteens,  furnished  to  captain  Stevenson 
and  captain  Ross's  companies,  the  sum  of  S5.8  dollars,  which  ought  to  bepuil 
to  Gibson  and  Aston. 

Richard  Bache,  deputy  post-master,  for  sundry  postages,  from  the  14th « 
October,  to  8th  November,  1775,  inclusive,  31.1  dollars. 

Thomas  Dewees,  for  dieting  the  crew  of  the  ship  Retiecca  and  Frances,  44.4 
dollars. 

Levi  HoUingsworth,  for  expenses  of  himself  and  three  others,  to  TtcolHi^ 
vosa  and  back  again,  who  took  with  them  a  quantity  of  money  for  genenl 
Scnuyler,  the  sum  of  128  dollars. 

Andrew  Bunker,  for  blankets  and  kettles,  furnished  captain  Stevensu^ 
company  by  Anthony  Noble,  41.4  dollars. 

Doctor  Franklin,  for  the  expenses  of  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  iumiA 
on  their  journey  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  including  carriage  hire,  &c  581<9 
dollars,  and  for  other  monies  paid  by  him  for  the  continental  service,  inclttdin^ 
20  dollars  advanced  to  Christopher  Maddra,  and  to  be  charged  to  him  tbe 
sum  of  72.7  dollars.  , 

John  Sterret,  for  goods  furnished  by  Josepli  Holmes  to  captain  Morgao^ 
company,  to  be  charged  to  said  compafiy,  the  sum  of  55.9  dollars. 

A\  ill  lam  West,  for  goods  furnished  6y  John  Holmes  to  captain  Cln|g^^ 
company,  the  sum  of  261.3  dollars,  of  which  sum,  35  12-90  dollars  beii^^ 
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Mankets  charged  to  the  continent,  and  the  remainder  to  captain  Cluggage's 
eompany* 
'  Ordered^  That  the  abore  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
general  Washington's  letter,  and  the  same  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was 
agreed  to  as  follows :  , 

Whereas,  it  appears  from  undoubted  information,  that  many  vessels  which 
had  cleared  at  tne  respective  custom-houses  in  these  colonies,  agreeable  to  the 
regulations  established  by  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  have  in  a  lawless 
manner,  without  even  the  semblance  of  just  authority,  been  seized  by  his  ma^ 
jesty's  ships  of  war,  and  carried  into  the  harbour  of  Boston  and  other  ports, 
where  they  have  been  rifled  of  their  cargoes,  by  orders  of  his  majesty's  naval 
and  military  officers,  there  commanding,  witiiout  tlie  said  vessels  having  been 
proceeded  against  by  any  form  of  tnal,  and  without  the  charge  of  having 
offended  against  any  (aw. 

And  whereas  orders  have  been  issued  in  his  majesty's  name,  to, the  com- 
manders of  his  ships  of  war, "  to  proceed  as  in  the  case  of  actual  re)>ellion 
against  such  of  the  sea- port  to^s  and  places  being  accessible  to  the  kins's 
ships,  in  which  any  troops  shall  be  raised  or  military  works  erected,"  under 
colour  of  whidi  said  orders,  the  commanders  of  his  majesty's  said  ships  of  war, 
have  already  burned  and  destroyed  the  flourishing  and  populous  town  of  Fal- 
mouth, and  have  fired  upon  and  much  injured  several  other  towns  within  the 
United  Colonies,  and  dispersed  at  a  late  season  of  the  year,  hundreds  of  help- 
less women  and  children,  with  a  savage  hope  that  those  may  perish  under  the 
approaching  rigours  of  the  season,  wlio  may  chance  to  escape  destruction 
from  fire  and  sword,  a  mode  of  warfare  long  exploded  amongst  civilized 
nations. 

And  whereas  the  good  people  of  these  colonies,  sensibly  affected  by  the 
destruction  of  their  property,  and  otlier  unprovoked  injuries,  have  at  last  de- 
termined to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  a  repetition  thereof,  and  to  procure 
some  reparation  for  the  same,  by  fitting  out  armed  vessels  and  ships  of  torce. 
In  the  execution  of  which  commendable  designs,  it  is  possible  that  those  who 
have  not  been  instrumental  in  the  unwarrantable  violences  abovementioned 
may  suffer,  unless  some  laws  be  made  to  regulate,  and  tribunals  erected  com- 
petent to  determine  the  propriety  of  captures :    Therefore  resolved, 

1st.  That  all  such  ships  of  war,  frigates,  sloops,  cutters,  and  armed  vessels 
as  are  or  shall  be  employed  in  the  present  cruel  and  unjust  war  against  the 
United  Colonies,  and  shall  fall  into  the  hands  of,  or  be  taken  by  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  be  seized  and  forfeited  to,  and  for  the  purposes  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  all  transport  vessels  in  the  same  service,  having  on 
board  any  troops,  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  provisions,  or  military  or  naval 
stores,  w  what  kind  soevert  and  ail  vessels  to  whomsoever  belonginj^,  that  shall 
be  employed  in  carrying  provisions  or  other  necessaries  to  the  British  army  or 
armies,  or  navy,  that  now  are  or  shall  hereafter  be  within  any  of  the  United 
Colonies,  or  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  for  the  use  of  such  fleeter  army, 
shall  be  liable  to  seizure,  and  with  their  cargoes  shall  be  confiscated. 

Sd.  Thatnomasteroreomnunderofany  vessel  shall  be  entitled  to  cruize  for, 
or  make  prize  of  any  vessel  or  cargo  before  he  shall  have  obtained  a  commission 
from  the  Congress,  or  from  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  for  that  purpose 
appointed  in  some  one  of  the  United  Colonies. 

4th.  That- it  be  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  in  the 
United  Colonies,  as  won  as  possible,  to  erect  courts  of  justice,  or  give  juris- 
diction to  the  courts  now  in  bein^  for  the  purpose  of  determining  concerning 
the  captures  to  be  made  as  foresaid,  and  to  provide  that  all  trials  in  such  case 
be  bad  by,  a  jury  under  such  qualifications,  as  to  the  respective  le^slatures  shall 
seem  expedient. 
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5th.  That  all  prosecutions  shall  be  commenced  in  the  court  of  that  colony  in 
which  the  captures  shall  be  made,  but  if  no  such  court  be  at  that  time  erected 
in  the  said  colony,  or  if  the  capture  be  made  on  open  sea,  then  the  prosecution 
shall  be  in  the  court  of  such  colony  as  the  captor  may  find  most  convenient, 
provided  that  nothing  contained  in  this  resolution  shall  be  construed  so  as  to 
enable  the  captor  to  remove  his  prize  from  any  colony  competent  to  determine 
concerning  the  seizure,  after  he  shall  have  carried  the  vessel  so  seized  withia 
any  harbour  of  the  same. 

6th.  That  in  all  cases  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Congress,  or  suck 
person  or  persons  as  they  shall  appoint  for  the  trial  of  appeals,  provided  the 
appeal  be  demanded  within  five  davs  after  definitive  sentence,  ana  such  appeal 
be  lodged  with  the  secretary  of  Congress  within  forty  days  afterwards,  and 
provided  the  party  appealing  shall  fi;ive  security  to  prosecute  the  said  appeal  to 
effect,  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  secretary  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
then  the  said  appeal  to  be  lodged  in  Congress  within  twenty  days  after  the 
meeting  thereof. 

rth.  That  when  any  vessel  or  vessels  shall  be  fitted  out  at  the  expense  of 
any  private  person  or  persons,  then  the  captures  made  shall  be  to  the  ase  of 
the  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  vessel  or  vessels;  that  where  the  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  capture  shall  be  fitted  out  at  the  expense  of  any  of  the  United 
Colonies,  then  one-third  of  the  prize  taken  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  captors, 
and  the  remaining  two-thirds  to  the  use  of  the  said  colony,  and  where  the 
vessels  so  employed  shall  be  fitted  out  at  the  continental  charge,  then  one-third 
shall  so  to  the  captors,  and  the  remaining  two-thirds  to  the  use  of  the  United 
Colonies  ;  provided,  nevertheless,  that  if  the  capture  be  a  vessel  of  war,  then 
the  captors  shall  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  the  value,  and  the  remainder  shall 
go  to  the  colooy  or  continent  as  the  case  mtLV  be,  the  necessary  chai^ges  ai 
condemnation  oi  all  prizes,  beins  deducted  before  distribution  made. 

8th.  That  the  captures  heretofore  made  by  vessels  fitted  out  at  the  continen- 
tal charge  were  justifiable,  and  that  the  distribution  of  the  captor's  share  of  the 
prizes  by  general  Washington,  be  confirmed,  which  is  as  follows : 


A  captain  or  commander. 

6  shares. 

Mate, 

First  lieutenant. 

5    do. 

Gunner, 

Second  lieutenant. 

4    do. 

Boatswain, 

Surgeon, 

4    do. 

Gunner's  mate. 

Master, 

o    do. 

Serjeant, 

Steward, 

2    do. 

Privates, 

14  do. 
lido. 
1}  do. 
li  do. 
I    do. 

Besolved,  That  that  part  of  general  Washington's  letter  of  the  11th  in&tant. 
respecting  the  capture  of  a  vessel  by  the  inhwitants  of  New*Hampshire,  be 
referred  to  the  committee,  who  brought  in  the  foregoing  report. 

The  Congress  next  took  into  consideration  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  fleet 
of  the  United  Colonies,  but  not  having  time  to  finish  them. 

Resolved^  That  the  farther  consideration  of  them  be  deferred  till  Monday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  J^ovember  27,  1775. 

A  report  prevailing  that  young  Mr.  Skene,  who  was  a  prisoner  in  Connec- 
ticut, has  made  his  escape, 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  Connecticut  be  a  committee  to  enquire  into 
the  truth  of  that  report. 

Resolved,  That  orders  issue  to  lord  Sterling  to  collect  the  troops  vi^hick  were 
raised  in  New-Jersey  (except  the  six  companies  which  have  been  ordered  to 
the  fortresses  on  Hudson's  river)  and  to  place  them  in  barracks  in  the  eastern 
division  of  New-Jersey,  as  contiguous  to  New-Tork  as  can  be,  there  to  remain 
till  further  orders  from  Congress. 
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Reso}vedt  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  convention  of  New^York,  reouest- 
ing  them  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  furnish  the  troops  raised  in  New- 
•  Jersey  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  with  as  many  arms  as  tnej  can  spare. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  adjutant  and  quarter- 
master for  the  battalion  raised  in  the  western  division  of  New -Jersey,  when 

Mr.  Ephraim  Anderson  was  elected  adjutant,  and  Mr.  Buddel  Ship,  quarter- 
master. 

Resolved,  That  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  continent  be  supplied 'with 
fuel  and  bedding  at  the  expense  of  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  3000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  fa- 
▼our  of  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsvlvania,  to  be  applied  towards  the 
pay  of  the  battalion  raised  in  said  colony,  tne  committee  to  account  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  same. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington  of  the  19th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  colonel  Arnold,  of  the  Srth  October,  being  received,  was  read. 

The  Conto*e8s  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee <Mi  the  disputes  between  the  people  of  Connecticut  ana  Pennsylvania,  and 
after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted,  and  that  it  be^  an  instruction  to 
the  comi|ittee  to  hear  evidence  on  tiie  possession  and  iurisdiction  of  the  lands 
in  dispute,  and  reduce  to  writing  such  parts  of  the  eviaence  as  they  shall  think 
proper.  ' 

As  three  of  the  committee  are  absent,  viz.  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Chase,  and 
Mr.  Kinsey, 

Mesolved,  That  three  members  be  elected  in  their  stead. 
The' members  chosen,,Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  J^ovemher  28,  1775. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  na-^ 
yy  of  the  U^ted  Colonies,  and  the  same  brinj;  debated  by  paragraphs,  were 
agreed  to  as  follows^ 

Rules  for  the  regulatkn  of  the  navy  of  Che  United  Cokmiea. 

The  commanders  of  all  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United 
Colonies,  are  strictly  required  to  shew  in  themselves  a  good  example  of  honor 
and  virtue  to  their  officers  and  men^  and  to  be  veiy  vigilant  in  inspecting  the 
behaviour  of  all  such  as  are  under  them,  and  to  cGscountenance  and  suppress 
all  dissolute,  immoral,  and  disorderly  practices,  and  also  such  as  are  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  discipline  and  obedience,  and  to  correct  those  who  are  guilty  oi 
the  same,  according  to  the  usage  of  die  sea. 

^  The  commanders  of  the  ships  of  the  thirteen  Unitea  Colonies,  are  to  take 
care  that  divine  service  be  performed  twice  a  day  on  board,  and  a  sermon 
preached  on  Sundays,  unless  bad  weather  or  other  extraordinary  accidents 
prevent. 

If  any  shall  be  heard  to  swear,  curse,  or  blaspheme  the  name  of  God,  the 
commander  is  strictly  enjoined  to  punish  them  for  every  offence,  by  causing 
them  to  wear  a  wooden  collar,  or  some  other  shameful  badge  of  distinction,  for 
so  long  time  as  he  shall  jud^e  proper.  If  he  be  a  commission^  officer,  he  shall 
forfeit  one  shilling  for  each  offence,  and  a  warrant  or  inferior  officer  six  pence. ' 
He  who  is  guilty  of  drunkenness,  if  a  seaman,  shall  be  put  in  irons  until  he  is 
sober,  but  a  an  officer,  he  shall  forfeit  two  days'  pay. 

'So  commander  shidl  inflict  any  punishment  upon  a  seaman  beyond  twelve 
lashes  upon  his  bare  back,  with  a  cat  of  nine  tails ;  if  the  fault  shall  deserve  a 
greater  punishment,  h©  is  to  apply  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  navy,  in 
Vol.  1.  9A 
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order  to  the  trying  of  him  by  a  court  martial,  and  in  the  aean  time,  he naj  pot 
him  onder  confinement. 

The  commander  is  never  by  his  own  authority  to  discharge  a  conussion  or 
warrant  officer,  nor  to  punish  or  strike  him,  but  he  may  suspend  or  omioe 
thfem,  and  when  he  comes  in  the  way  of  a  tommander  in  chief,  ftpply  to  Umfe 
holding  a  court  martial. 

The  officer  who  commands  by  accident  of  the  captain  or  commander's  i^ 
)sente  (unless  he  be  absent  for  a  time  by  leave)  shall  not  order  any  cocrectkn, 
but  confinement,  and  upon  the  captain's  return  «n  board,  he  shall  tiien  giTc  u 
account  of  hh  reasons  for  so  doin^^. 

The  captain  is  to  cause  the  articles  of  war  to  be  hung  up  in  some  pahlicphee 
of  the  ship,  and  read  to  the  ship's  company  once  a  month. 

Whenever  a  captain  shall  inlist  a  seaman,  he  shall  take  care  tovnterMikii 
booVs  the  time  ana  terms  of  his  entering,  in  order  to  his  being  justly  fM, 

The  captain  shall,  before  he  sails,  make  return  to,  and  leave  with  the  Cw- 
gress,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  the  Congress  shall  appointfior  that  asrpoie^ 
a  complete  list  of  all  his  officers  and  men,  with  the  time  and  terms  of  m«rn- 
tering ;  and  during  his  cruize  shall  keep  a  true  account  of  the  desertion  srdeitl 
6f  any  of  them,  and  of  the  entering  of  others,  and  after  his  cmize,  and  befcre 
hnj  of  them  are  paid  off^  he  sliall  make  return  of  a  complete  list  oflhesuMt 
including  those  who  rimll  remain  on  board  his  ship. 

The  men  shall,  at  their  request,  be  furnished  with  slops  that  are  neceouj 
by  the  captain  or  purser,  who  shall  keep  an  account  of  the  same,  and  the  cap- 
tain, in  his  return  in  the  last  mentioned  article  directed  to  be  made,  sliall  oiii' 
tion  the  amount  delivered  to  each  man,  in  order  to  its  being  stopped  mi\  oTiiis 
pay. 

As  to  the  term  ^  inferior  officer,"  the  captain  is  to  take  notice  that  die  «aae 
does  not  include  any  commission  nor  any  warrant  officer,  except  the  Beootti 
master,  surgeon's  mate,  cook,  aiiuorer,  gun-smith«  master  at  arms,  and  saH- 
maker. 

The  captain  is  to  take  care  when  any  inferior  officers  or  velnnteer  fleaaeB 
are  tumea  over  into  the  ship  under  his  command  from  any  other  ship,  mtt* 
rate  them  on  the  ship's  books  in  a  worse  qualitr,  or  lower  decree  or  ^^ 
than  they  served  in  tne  ship  ihey  were  removed  irom ;  and  for  his  guidance  iic 
41  to  demand  from  the  commander  of  the  ship  from  wluch  they  are  turned  in^' 
a  list,  onder  his  hand,  of  their  names  and  qualities. 

Any  officer,  seaman,  or  others,  entitled  to  wages  or  prize  money,  mar  h<ve 
the  same  paid  to  his  assignee,  provided  the  assignment  be  attested  by  ue  ctp- 
tain  or  commander,  the  master  or  purser  of  the  ship,  or  a  chief  magistrate « 
some  county  or  corporation. 

The  captain  is  to  discourage  the  seamen  of  his  ship  from  selling  any  pvtv 
their  wa^  or  shares,  and  never  to  attest  the  letter  of  attorney  of  any  seasifi* 
until  he  is  fully  satisfied  that  the  same  is  not  granted  in  consideration  of  noiieT 
given  for  the  purchase  of  his  wages  or  shares. 

When  any  inferior  officer  or  seaman  d^,  the  captain  is  forthwith  to  oa^ 
out  a  ticket  for  the  time  of  his  service,  and  to  send  the  same  by  the  first  f»t 
conveyance  to  the  ^on^ess,  or  a^nts  by  them  for  that  purpose  appointed,  io 
order  to  the  wages  being  forthwith  paid  to  the  executors  or  administrators  a 
the  deceased. 

A  convenient  fSlace  shall  be  set  apart  for  sick  or  hurt  men,  to  which  tiiefV^ 
to  be  removed,  with  their  hammocks  and  bedding,  when  the  sui^geon  shall  >d- 
yise  the  same  to  be  necessary,  and  some  of  the  crew  shall  be  appointed  toattead 
and  serve  them,  and  to  keep  the  place  clean. 

The  cooper  shall  make  buckets  with  covers  and  cradles,  if  necessaryt  ^^ 
their  use. 

All  ships  furnished  with  fishing  tackle,  being  in  such  places  where  fish  U  t9 
be  had,  the  captain  is  to  employ  some  of  the  company  in  nshing ;  the  fish  to  b( 
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distributed  daily  to  such  persons  as  are  sick  or  upon  recovery,  provided  the 
surgeon  recommend  it,  and  the  surplus,  by  turns  amongst  the  messes  of  the  of- 
ficers and  seamen  gratis,  without  any  deduction  of  their  allowance  of  provisions 
on  that  account. 

It  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  commanders  of  squadrons,  to  shorten  the  allow- 
ance of  provisions  according  to  the  exigence  of  the  service,  taking  care  that 
the  men  be  punctually  paid  for  the  same. 

The  like  power  is  given  to  captains  of  single  ships  in  cases  of  absolute  ne- 
cessity. 

If  there  should  be  a  want  of  pork,  the  captain  is  to  order  three  pounds  of  beef 
to  be  issued  .to  the  men,  in  lieu  of  two  pounds  of  pork. 

One  day  in  every  week  shall  be  issued  out  a  proportion  of  flour  and  suet,  in 
lieu  of  beef,  for  the  seamen,  but  this  is  not  to  extend  beyond  four  months'  victu- 
allins  atone  time,  nor  shall  the  purser  receive  anv  allowance  for  flour  or  suet 
kept  longer  on  board  than  that  time,  and  there  shall  be  suj^Ued,  once  a  year,  a 
proportion  of  canvass  for  pudding-bags,  after  the  rate  of  one  ell  for  every  six- 
teen men. 

If  any  ships  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  shall  happen  to  come  into  port 
in  want  of  provisions,  the  warrant  of  a  commander  in  chief  shall  be  sufficient 
to  the  agent  or  other  instrument  of  the  victualling,  to  supply  the  quantity 
wanted,  and  in  urgent  cases  where  delay  may  be  hurtful,  the  warrant  of  the 
captain  of  the  ship  shall  be  of  equal  effect. 

The  captain  is  frequently  to  order  the  proper  ofiicers  to  inspect  the  condi- 
tion of  the  provisions,  and  if  the  bread  proves  damp,  to  have  it  aired  upon  the 
quarter  deck  or^poop,  and  also  examine  tne  flesh  cask,  and  if  any  of  the  pickle 
be  leaked  out,  to  have  new  made  and  put  in,  and  the  cask  made  tight  and  secure. 
The  captain  or  purser  shall  secure  the  clothes,  bedding,  and  other  things  of. 
such  persons  as  shall  die  or  be  kiHed,  to  be  delivered  to  their  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators. 

All  papers,  charter  parties,  bills  of  lading,  passports,  and  other  writinffs 
whatsoever,  found  on  board  any  ship  or  ships,  which  shall  be  taken,  shall  be 
carefa!ly  preserved,  and  the  originals  sent  to  the  court  of  justice  for  maritime 
affairs,  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  legislatures  in  the  respective  colo- 
nies, forjudging  concerning  such  prize  or  prizes ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  wilfully  or  negligently  destroy  or  suffer  to  be  destroyed,  any  such  paper 
or  papers,  he  or  they  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  their  share  of  such  prize  or 
prizes,  and  suffer  such  other  punishment,  as  they  shall  be  judged  by  a  court- 
martial  to  deserve. 

If  any  person  or  persons  shall  embezzle,  or  steal,  or  take  away  any  cables, 
anchors,  sails,  or  any  of  the  ship's  furniture,  or  any  of  the  powder,  arms,  am- 
munition, or  provisions  of  any  ship  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies, 
he  or  they  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  a  court-martial  shall  order. 

When  in  sight  of  a  ship  or  ships  of  the  enemy,  and  at  such  other  times  as 
may  appear  to  make  it  necessary  to  prepare  for  an  engagement,  the  captain 
shall  order  all  things  in  his  ship  in  a  proper  posture  for  ngnt,  and  shall,  in  his 
own  person,  and  according  to  his  duty,  heart  on  and  encourage  the  inferior 
officers  and  men  to  fight  courageously,  and  not  to  behave  themselves  faintly  or 
cry  for  quarters,  on  pain  of  such  punishment  as  the  offence  shall  appear  to  de- 
serve for  his  neglect. 

Any  captain  or  brother  officer,  mariner,  or  others,  who  shall  baseljr  desert 
their  duty  or  station  in  the  ship,  and  run  away  while  the  enemy  is  in  sight,  or, 
in  time  of  action,  shall  entice  others  to  do  so,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  a  court-martial  shall  inflict. 

Any  officer,  seaman,  or  m^ine,  who  shall  begin,  excite,  cause,  or  join  in  any 
mutiny  or  sedition  in  the  ship  to  which  he  belongs,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever, 
shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  a  court-martial  shall  direct* 
Any  person  in  or  belonging  to  the  ship,  who  shall  utter  any  words  of  sedition 
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and  mutiny,  or  endeavor  to  make  any  mutinous  assemblies  on  any  pretence 
whatsoever,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  a  court-martial  shall  inflict. 

None  shall  presume  to  quarrel  with  or  strike  his  superior  officer,  on  pun  of 
such  punishment  as  a* court-martial  shall  order  to  be  inflicted. 

IF  any  person  shall  apprehend  he  has  juat  cause  of  complaint,  he  shall 
quiedy  and  decently  make  the  same  known  to  his  superior  officer,  or  to  the 
captain,  as  the  case  may  reauire,  who  shall  take  care  that  justice  be  done  him. 
There  shall  be  no  quarrelling  or  fighting  between  ship-mates  on  board  any 
ship  belonging  to  the  thirteen  IJnitea  Colonies,  nor  shall  there  be  used  any 
reproachfulor  provoking  speeches,  tending  to  make  quarrels  and  diatorbance, 
on  pain  of  imprisonment,  and  such  other  punishment,  as  a  court-martial  shall 
judse  proper  to  inflict. 

If  any  person  shall  sleep  upon  his  watch,  or  neglig^ently  perform  the  duty 
which  shall  be  enjoined  him  to  do,  or  forsake  his  station,  he  tfhall  suffer  suck 
punishment  as  a  court-martial  shall  judge  proper  to  inflict^  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  offence. 

All  murder  shall  be  punished  with  death. 

Airrobbery  and  theft  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  court-martiaL 

Any  master  at  arms  who  shalj  refuse  to  receive  such  prisoner  or  prisoners, 

as  shall  be  committed  to  his  charge,  or  having  received  them,  shall  suffer  hna 

or  them  to  escape,  or  dismiss  them  without  orders  for  so  doing,  shall  auflfer  in 

his  or  their  stead,  as  a  court-murtial  shall  order  and  direct. 

The  captains,  officers,  and  others,  shall  use  their  utmbst  endeavors  to  detect, 
apprehend,  and  bring  to  punishment,  all  offenders,  and  shall  at  all  times  readilj 
assist  the  officers  appointed  for  that  purpose  in  the  discharge  of  their  daty, 
on  pain  of  being  proceeded  against,  and  punished  by  a  court-martial  at  dis- 
cretion. 

All  other  faults,  disorders,  and  misdemeanors,  which  shall  be  committed  oa 
board  any  ship  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  which  are  not 
herein  mentioned,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  laws  and  cttstoma  in  suck 
cases  at  sea. 

A  court-martial  shall  consist  of  at  least  three  captains  and  three  first  Heaten- 
ants,  with  three  captains  and  three  first  lieutcnants^of  marines,  if  there  shall  be 
so  many  of  the  marines  then  present,  and  the  eldest  captain  shall  preside. 

All  sea  officers  of  the  same  denomination  shall  take  rank  of  the  officers  of 
marines. 

Every  member  of  a  court-martial  shall  take  the  following  oath,  viz : 
You  swear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try,  azMi 

impartially  determine  the  cause  of  the  prisoner  now  to  be  tried,  according  to 
the  rules  oi  the  navy  of  the  United  Colonies.  So  help  you  God :  which  oath 
shall  be  administered  by  the  president  to  the  other  members,  and  the  preside! 
shall  himself  be  sworn  by  the  officer  in  said  court  next  in  rank. 

All  witnesses,  before  tney  may  be  admitted  to  give  evidence,  shall  take  the 
following  oath : 

**  You  swear  the  evidence  you  shall  ^ve,  in  the  cause  now  in  hearing,  shall 
be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth."  So  help  you  God. 
The  sentence  of  a  court-martial  for  any  capital  offence,  shall  not  be  put  in 
execution,  until  it  be  confirmed  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of.the  president  of  every  court-martial,  to  transmit  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet,  every  sentence  which  shall  be  grven,  with  a 
summary  of  the  evidence  and  proceedings  thereon^  by  the  first  opportunity. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  power 
to  pardon  and  remit  any  sentence  of  death,  that  shall  be  given  in  consequence 
of  any  of  the  aforementioned  articles. 

There  shall  be  allowed  to  each  man  serving  on  board  the  ships  in  the  serrice 
of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  a  daily  proportion  of  provisions^tecording  as 
is  expressed  in  the  fi>llowing  table,  viz. 
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Sunday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  beef,  1  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips. 

Monday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  pork,  half  pint  peas,  and  four  ounces  cheese. 

Tuesday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  beef,  1  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips,  and  pudding. 

Wednesday,  1  lb.  bread,  two  ounces  butter,  four  ounces  cheese,  and  half 
pint  of  rice. 

Thursday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  pork,  and  half  pint  of  peas. 

Friday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  beef,  1  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips,  and  puddingv 

Saturday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  pork,  half  pint  peas,  and  four  ounces  cheese. 

Half  pint  of  rum  per  man  every  day,  and  discretionary  allowance  on  extra 
duty,  and  in  time  of  engagement.  ^ 

A  pint  and  half  of  vinegar  for  six  men  per  week. 

The  pay  of  the  officers  and  men  shall  be  as  follows* : 


Captain  or  conmianderj 

,  32    dollars,     ^ 

lieutenants, 

20        do. 

Master, 

20        do. 

X 

Mates, 

15        do. 

Boatswain, 

15        do. 

g 

Boatswain's  first  niate, 

9 1.2  do. 

>'g 

Ditto,  second  (titto, 

8        do. 

Gunner, 

15        do. 

^ 

Ditto  mate. 

10 1-3  do. 

(J 

if 

Surgeon, 

21 1^  do. 

Surgeon's  mate. 

13  1-3  do. 

0W 

Carpenter, 

15        do. 

Carpenter's  mate. 

102^  do. 

Cooper, 

Captain's  clerk, 

Steward, 

Chaplain, 

Ableseanun, 

Captain  of  marine^ 

Lieutenants, 

Serjeants, 

Corporals, 

Fifer, 

Drummer, 

Privates  or  marines, 


15    dollarB, 
15       do. 
13 1-3  do. 
20       do. 

623  do. 
262^  do. 
18        do. 

8        do. 

7  IS  do. 

n-3  do. 

71-3  do. 

62^  do. 


•4 
V 


ORDERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

We,  whose  hands  and  marks  are  hereunto  set  and  subscribed,  being  offices, 
seamen,  and  marines,  do,  and  each  of  us  doth  ag;fee  to  and  with 
of  the  ffood  ship,  called  the  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United  Colo- 

nies of  North  America,  in  manner  and  form  tollowing,  that  is  to  say : 

In  the  first  place,  we  do  hereby  asree  for,  by  and  under  the  considerations 
aftermentioned,  tb  and  with  the  said  commander,  forthwith  to  enter  and  ship 
ourselves,  and  in  due  and  seasonable  time,  to  repair  on  board  the  said  ship, 
called  the  and  during  the  term  of  months,  to  the  utmost 

of  our  power  and  ability  respectively,  to  discharge  our  several  services  or  sta- 
tions, and  in  every  thing  to  be  conformable  and  obedient  to  the  several  re- 
quirings  and  lawful  commands  of  the  said  and  his  successors,  in 

command. 

Secondly,  We  do  also  oblige  and  subject  ourselves  to  serve  on  board  the  said 
ship  during  the  said  cruize,  and  as  she  is  a  ship  of  war,  we  do  severally  obl^ 
ourselves  by  these  articles,  to  comply  with,  ana  be  subject  to  tlie  rules  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  American  fleet,  as  established  by  the  Congress,  and  to  be  gov- 
erned and  commanded  in  time  of  action  with  an  enemy,  according  to  the  same 
rules,  and  submit  ourselves  to  the  same  punishments  and  penalties  as  are  there 
inflicted,  in  case  we  or  any  of  us  o£fer  to  desert  our  quarters,  or  not  obey  the 
commands  of  the  said  or  his  successors  in  command,  in  c^ivinj 

chase  to  any  ship  or  ships,  vessel  or  vessels,  or  otherwise,  and  if  upon  a  scruti- 
ny of  our  said  or  his  said  officers,  we  or  any  of  us  should 
be  found  guilty  of  any  breach  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  agreement,  or  any 
act  of  cowardice,  weao  hereby  severally  submit  and  agree  to  allow  and  forfeit 
our  several  and  respective  shares  of  and  in  any  prize  or  prizes,  we  shall  then 
have  taken,  to  be  clivided  amonsst  the  said  ship's  company. 

TMritty,  We  do  also  severally  agree  and  oblige  ourselves,  that  when  any 
prize  or  prizes  have  been  taken,  to  follow  the  express  directions  of  the  said 

or  his  successors,  in  boarding  the  said  prize,  and  be  under  the 
command  of  any  officer  whom  the  said  shall  appoint,  and.be 


^  See  13th  and  19th  of  December,  1775- 


190  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  \775. 


assistinff  to  him  to  carry  the  uid  jprise  to  whatever  port  or  porta  such  prise  or 
prizes  sbaH  be  assigned  by  the  said  And  we  do  hereby  further 

aeverally  agree  ana  covenaBt  in  that  case,  to  be  true  and  faithful  in  discharge 
of  our  duty  and  trust,  and  will  not,  in  any  shape,  embezzle,  ckefraud,  or  plun- 
der any  thing  on  board  such  prize  or  prizes ;  and  in  case  any  or  ^tker  of « 
shall  be  found  guilty  of  any  breach  contrary  to  the  true  meaniae  of  this  agree- 
ment, we.  and  such  of  us  being  guilty  thereof,  do  hereby  severaUy  sobrait  and 
agree  to  allow  so  much  of  all  and  every  of  our  shares,  and  oart  of  our  shares  of  aad 
in  the  said  prize  or  prizes  then  or  tfience  after  to  be  taken,  and  of  all  our  re- 
spective wages,  that  then  shall  be  due  and  coming  to  ub»  in  reqiect  to  onr  ser- 
vices, as  shali  make  good  such  plunder  and  embezzlement,  we  shall  have  beet 
found  guilty  of. 

Feurthly^  Audit  is  also  further  agreed  to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
all  parties  hereto,  that  the  officer  or  officers,  or  any  of  the  ship's  eompuj 
sent  on  board  any  prize,  shall  have  as  ^ood  a  share  and  interest  of  any  priie 
that  shall  be  thereafter  taken,  during  his  or  their  absence,  as  if  he  or  they  M 
been  on  board  die  said  vessel,  at  the  time  of  taking  thereof,  any  thing  hereio 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Provi<kd  always,  and  it  is  her^ 
agreed  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  said  last  mentioned  clause,  that  if  the  said 
oiieer  or  officers,  and  such  of  the  said  ship's  company,  to  whom  the  conduct 
and  management  of  any  prize  has  been  entrusted,  do  not  ^first  having  accepted 
the  commands  of  the  said  commander  concerning  the  said  prize  nnder  his  or 
their  custody)  immediately  repair  to  the  respective  port  or  harbor  where  the 
said  or  his  successors  in  command  snail  order,  or  do  not  proceed  witk 

the  said  prize  or  prizes  so  taken,  to  the  respective  port  or  ports  to  be  assigned 
by  the  said  for  the  time  being,  that  then,  and  in  failure  of  any  or 

either  of  the  a^eements  aforesaid,  contained  on  our  parts,  we  and  each  and  every 
of  us  so  offending,  do  hereby  severally  submit  and  agree  to  be  cashiered^not  only 
for  our  several  and  respective  interests  and  shares  of  and  in  the  capture  of  prise- 
money,  but  totally  to  be  excluded  and  divested  from  the  payment  of  any  wages 
then  due  us,  for  and  in  respect  of  our  several  services  on  board  the  aaid  snip 

and  the  interest  and  shares  of  such  delinquents,  that  otherwise 
would  have  accrued  to  us. 

Fifihljft  And  the  said  for  and  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  thir- 

teen United  Colonies  of  North  America*  do  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  and 
vrith  the  said  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  whose  names  or  marks  are  hereto 
set  and  subscribed,  to  pay  them  in  consideration  of  such  services,  so  mfeck 
money  per  month,  as  in  a  schedule  here-under  mentioned,  is  set  oppodte  ts 
the^names  or  marks  of  each  respective  officer,  seaman,  or  landman ;  and  like- 
wise to  advance  to  each  and  every  of  them,  one  month's  pay  at  entrance, 
(due  security  for  the  same  being  first  given)  the  receipt  whereof  they  do  here* 
by  acknowledge. 

Sixthli/,  And  as  an  encourageAieut  to  exert  the  valor  of  the  seamen  aad 
marines  in  defending  the  said  ship,  and  in  subduing  and  distressing  the  said 
enemy,  the  said  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  thirteen  Unitea  Colonies 

of  North-America,  doth  further  covenant,  promise,  and  agree  to  and  with  all 
and  every  the  officers,  seamen  and  marines,  parties  hereto,  that  in  case  any 
prize  or  prizes  shall  be  taken  by  the  said  ship,  durins  the  intended  cruize*  that 
the  same  shall  be  proceeded  against,  and  distributed  according  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress. 

Seventhly,  And  it  is  by  these  presents  mutually  a^^reed  and  contented  tcs  by, 
and  between  the  said  and  every  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marisM 

parties  hereto,  that  in  case  the  commander,  for  the  time  being,  lose  ai  limllb  in 
an  engagement,  or  be  otherwise  disabled,  so  as  to  be  rendered  incanable  after- 
wards of  setting  a  livelihood  to  subsist  upon,  he  shall  receive  out  of  tne  nett  pro- 
fits of  such  prize  or  prizes,  or  prize-goods,  if  so  much  arise,  before  divMoid  or 
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distribmtleii  be  declared,  the  sum  of  foar  hundred  dollars  ;  or  if  he  lose  his 
life,  his  widow  or  children  (if  any)  shall  receive  the  said  bounty  of  fo«r 
hundred  dollars,  together  with  all  ()rize -money  to  him  belonging  at  tlie  time 
of  kis  decease.  And  if  the  captain  of  marines,  or  any  other  comTnission 
or  warrant  officer  lose  a  limb,  or  be  otherwise  disabled,  so  as  to  be  rendered 
incapable  afterwards  of  getting  a  subsistence,  he  or  they  so  disabled,  shall  re- 
ceive a  bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars,  if  so  much  arise  from  die  nett  profits 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  of  death,  ihe  widow  or  children,  (if  any)  is,  are,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same,  together  with'  their  share  of  prise-money  d«e  at 
the  time  of  their  decease.  And  if  an  inferior  officei*»  seaman,  or  mafine,  lose 
a  limb,  or  be  otherwise  disabled,  so  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  afterwards  of 
ffitting  a  sobaistence,  he  or  they  shall  receive  a  bounty  or  200  dollars,  to  be 
deducted  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  of  death,  his  widow  or  children,  (if  any) 
is,  are,  and  shall  be  (entitled  to  the  same,  together  with  his  share  of  pnae-vio- 
aej  due  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

He  who  fktBt  discovers  a  ship  or  vessel  which  shall  afterwards  become  a 
priaie,  shall  be  entitled  tD  a  double  share  of  svch  prise. 

There  shall  be  ten  shares  of  every  prixe,  which  shall  be  taken  and  condemn- 
ed, set  apart  to  be  given  to  such  inrenor  officers,  seamen  and  marines,  as  shaH 
lie  adjudged  best  to  deserve  Cbem  by  the  superior  officers,  who  shall  be  ap« 
pointed  to  make  such  determination. 

He  who  shall  first  board  a  ship  or  other  vessel,  making  resistance,  which 
shall  become  a  prize,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  triple  share. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  trae  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  parties  to  the  afonemjentioned  articles  and  orders,  that  any  of  the  offi* 
cers,  seamen,  and  marines,  shall  be  liable  to  be  removed  by  the  Congress  or 
committee  of  the  Congress,  during  the  recess  thereof,  or  by  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  American  fleet,  for  the  time  being,  from  the  aforesaid  vessel  to  any 
other  armed  vessel  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  any  thing  contained 
in  the  foregoing  orders  and  articles  notwithstanding. 

Tbe  Congress  ihen  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
Ncsrth-Carolina :  Whereupon, 

JSaolvedt  That  the  two  imttalions  which  the  Congress  directed  to  be  raised 
in  the  colony  of  North-Carolina,  be  increased  to  the  continental  establishment, 
and  Jcept  in  pay  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Colonies  for  one  year  from  this 
time^or  uhtii  tne  farther  order  ^f  Congres's,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  defend* 
ing  the  gjood  people  of  that  colony  against  the  attacks  of  ministerial  oppression, 
ais  assbting  tne  adjacent  colonies. 

That  application  be  made  to  the  councils  of  safety  of  the  colonies  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  South-Carolina,  for  so  much  gun -powder  as  can  be  spared,  for  the 
immediate  supply  of  North-Carolina. 

Xesohed,  That  the  delegates  of  the  colony  of  Nortk  Carolina  be  directed  to 
purchase  a  number  of  drums,  fifes  and  colors,  suitable  for  the  said  battalions, 
and  that  the  president  be  directed  to  draw  on  the  continental  treasurers  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars  for  the  payment  thereof. 

That  the  convention  or  committee  of  safety  of  North-Carolina  be  desired  to 
employ,  immediately,  all  the  gun-smiths  in  tnat  colony,  in  the  making  of  inus- 
kets  and  bayonets,  of  the  size  and  in  the  manner  recommended  by  Congress 
the  4th  of  this  inst.  November. 

That  two  ministers  of  the  gospel  be  applied  to,  to  go  immediately  amongst 
the  regulators  and  biahlanders  in  tbe  colony  of  North-Carolina,  for  the  purpose 
of  informing  tJbem  ofthe  nature  of  the  present  dispute  between  Great-Britain 
and  the  colonies ;  that  the  gentlemen  to  be  employed  be  allowed  forty  dollars 
a  month  for  their  services,  and  that  the  delegates  of  the  said  colony  be  em- 
powered to  apply  to  and  procure  persona  proper  for  this  business. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  safety  of  NoKh- 
Carolina^incase  the  method  of  defending  the  said  colony  by  minute- men  be  in- 


192  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS.  1775. 

adequate  to  the  purpose,  to  substitute  such  other  mode  as  to  them  shall  appeir 
most  Hkelj  to  effect  the  security  of  that  colony. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  daj,  the  Conaress  took  into  consideration  Ihe 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorials  of  we  tea-holder8>  and  the  same  be- 
ing^debated. 

On  the  {question  put  to  agree  to  it. 

Carried  m  the  native. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pos^ned^ 

Aiyoumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Mhvemher  29, 1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Schujler,  by  express,  beina  received,  was  read,  con^ 
tainine  an  account  of  the  continental  troops,  under  brigadier  general  Montg»- 
merv,  liaving  taken  possession  of  Montreal  on  the  12th  inst. 

Tbe  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Downham  Newtoa, 
brought  in  their  renort,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Wherea|Kni, 

Resolved,  That  tiie  said  Downham  Newton  be  permitted  to  export  on  board 
his  vessel,  on  the  terms  proposed  in  his  petition,  such  provisions  of  pork  sod 
flour  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  rqK>rt  of  the  committee  on  die 
state  of  the  treasury,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  bills  of  credit  be  emitted  by  Congress  to  the  amount  of  three 
millions  of  dollars. 

That  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  consalt  the 
printer,  and  report  the  numbers  and  denominations  of  the  bills  to  be  emitted, 
and  that  they  contract  for  proper  paper  for  printing  the  said  bills. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  agents,  brought  in  the 
same,  which  being  read  and  debated,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  fair  copy  be  made,  signed  and  forwarded. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  cor- 
responding with  our  friends  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  ancL  other  parts  uf  the 
world,  ana  that  thev  lay  their  correspondence  before  Congress  when  directed. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  make  provision  to  defray  all  such  expenses  as 
may  arise  by  carrying  on  such  a  correspondence,  and  for  the  payment  of  sack 
agents  as  they  may  send  on  this  service. 

llie  ^nembers  chosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Dick- 
mson,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  committee  on  the  proclamations  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  memoers. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  JToveniber  30,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  journal  of  last  sessioa 
be  directed  to  revise  the  journal  of  the  present,  in  order  to  its  being  printed; 
and  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  committee,  to  examine  whe^er  it  will 
yet  be  proper  to  publish  any  of  those  parts  omitted  in  the  journal  of  last  ses- 
sion. 

Resolvedj  That  Mr.  Wythe  bp  added  to  the  said  committee  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  J.  Rutledire,  who  is  absent. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  letters  of 
thanks  to  the  three  general  officers  in  the  northern  department  for  their  ser- 
vices. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Jay. 
The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  general  Washinffton's  let- 
ter, and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions  i 
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Be9olved,  That  tlie.  general  be  directed  to  Mispend  the  raamg  the  two  bat^ 
talions  of  marmes  out  of  his  present  arm  j. 

That  the  two  battalions  ot  inuines  be  raised,  independent  of  die  amjalrea* 
Aj  ordered  for  the  service  in  Massachosetts-Bay. 

That  no  bounty  be  allowed  to  the  army  on  re^nlistment. 

Sundry  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  W.  Livingston,  esq.  and  the  oomaiit- 
tee  sent  to  the  northward,  being  received,  were  read. 

ResUwd,  That  the  fiu*ther  consideration  of  the  generaPs  letter  and  tte 
other  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjonmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  December  1,  1775. 

The  Congress  reoased  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from  general  Wash- 
ington,: Whereupon, 

iiesofoeii.  That  the  5OO9OOO  dollars  lately  ordered,  be  forwarded,  wifli  all , 
possible  expedition,  to  giineral  Washington,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  pay  twkk 
soldiers  as  will  re-inlist,  for  the  succeedinc  year,  the  wages  for  their  months 
of  October,  November  and  December,  and  also  advance  them  Otie  mondial 
pay. 

That  the  governments  of  New-England  be  informed  of  the  resolution  of 
Congress  relative  to  the  pay  ordered  to  be  made  and  advanced  to  the  army, 
and  be  desired  to  promote  the  recruiting  service  in  the  present  army,  as  well 
as  in  their  several  colonies. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Frederick -Town,  in  Maryland,  was  re- 
ceived and  read,  containing  an  account  of  their  having  apprehended  major 
Connolly  and  his  associates,  and  desiring  the  advice  of  Congress  uath  regard 
to  the  prisoners. 

Besolved,  That  the  said  letters,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the 
delegates  of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  general's  letter,  and  the 
other  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  December  £,  1775. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Nordiampton,  in  Virginia,  with  sundry  papers 
enclosed,  was  received  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  liie  stete  of 
Virginia. 

*     Resolved^  That  Mr.  Paca  be  added  to  that  committee  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  who  is  absent. 

Resolved,  That  the  naval  committee  be  directed  to  eonfer  wiA  captain 
Stone,  and  engage  him  and  his  vessel,  on  the' most  ressonable  terms,  in  the 
service  of  the  continent,  for  the  purpose  of  toking  or  destroying  the  cutters  and 
armed  vessels  in  Cheasapeake-Bay,  under  lotd  Dunmors. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Harrison  do  innuediately  proteed  to  Maryland,  and 
be  empowered  with  the  delegates  of  that  colony,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them* 
to  take  such  measures,  as  appear  to  them  roost  effectual  to  procure,  with  all 
possible  despatch,  two  or  three  armed  vessels  to  cruize  on,  take  or  destroy 
armed  vessels,  cutters,  and  ships  of  war  of  the  eaomy,  that  may  be  found  in 
the  bay  of  Chesapeake,  or  coasts  oi  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

Whereas,  designs  are  formed  by  certeio  ministerial  partizans  in  the  counties 
of  Norfolk  and  Princess-Ann,  and  some  other  parte  of  Virginia,  on  Chesa- 
peake-Bay, under  the  influence  of  lord  Dun^ore,  to  contcaVene  the  non^expor- 
tation  agreement^  by  exporting  provisions  and  other  produce  of  that  country 
to  the  West-India  islands,  and  thereby  injure  the  interest  and  weaken 
Vol.  I.  ^5 
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the  efforts  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  opposing  the  present  oppressive  system 
of  the  British  ministry, 

Resolved^  That  the  ssid  armed  vessels  be  authorized  and  directed  to  seize 
and  detain,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Congress,  all  such  ships  and  vessels 
as  thc^j  may  find  employed  in  such  exportations  from  the  places  aforesaid. 

Resolvedl  That  the  naval  committee  be  directed  to  employ  the  armed  aloQ|i, 
commanded  by  captain  Abraham  Whipple,  of  Rhode-Island,  now  oa  a  voyap 
tp  this  port,  and  despatch  her  forthwith  to  aid  the  marine  business  to  the 
southward. 

That  the  said  c6mmittee  be  directed  to  prepare  a  proper  commission  for  the     ' 
captains  or  commanders  of  the  ships  of  war  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

Buolvedt  That  the  colonel,  or  commsnding  officer  of  the  battalion,  now  b 
the  barracks  at  Philadelphia,  be  ordered  to  keep  a  regular  guard  over  the  shipi 
and  stores  belonging  to  the  United  Colonies,  at  or  on  the  wharves,  or  in  the 
stores  oti  the  wharves  of  Messrs.  Willine  and  Morris,  and  Mr.  Cuthbert. 

The  assembly  of  New-Jersey  having,  by  a  resolution  of  their  house,  accept- 
ed the  resignation  of  two  of  tneir  delegates,  and  confirmed  the  oth^r  three* 
and,  by  another  resolution,  enlarged  their  power,  the  said  resolutions  were  laid 
before  Congress  and  read  as  follows : 

**  New-Jsrset,  house  of  assembly,  ^Povetnber  22,  1775. 

The  house,  taking  into  consideration  the  request  of  Jaine  Kinsey  and  John 
De  Hart,  esqrs.  two  of  the  delegates  appointed  by  this  house  to  attend  the 
Continental  Congress,  for  leave  to  resign  their  said  appointment. 

Resolved,  That  the  reasons  ^ven  by  those  gentlemen  for  their  resignation, 
appear  to  this  house  to  be  satisfactory,  and  that  their  resignation  therefore  be 
accepted;  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  three  remaining  delegates,  or  any  two  of  them,  represent 
the  colony  during  the  present  continental  Congress. 

Thursday,  J^Tovember  30, 1775. 

The  house,  taking  into  consideration  the  inconveniences  arising  from  requir- 
ing the  attendance  of  two  of  the  delegates  to  represent  the  colony  in  the  Con- 
tinental Congress, 

Resolved^  That  anv  one  of  the  three  delegates  appointed  to  attend  the 
Congress  be,  and  sucn  delegate  is  hereby  fully  authorized  to  represent  this 
colony  during  Congress. 

A  true  copy  from  the  votes, 
RICHARD  SMITH,  Clerk  of  JlssemUy.'' 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commission,  reported  iht 
same,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  diree  hundred  copies  be  immediately  printed,  with  proper 
blanks. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  captain  Jenkins,  for  leave  to  export  a 
<^uantity  of  provisions  to  the  island  of  Nantucket,  for  the  internal  consump- 
tion of  its  inhabitants,  and  it  being  represented  that  he  had  applied  to  tfie  assemUj 
or  general  court  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  that  the  committee  of  Falmouth, 
to  whom  he  was  by  them  referred,  not  having  it  in  their  power  to  furnish  die 
provisions  wanted,  had  recommended  him  to  Congress  to' be  supplied  with  the 
same  at  some  port  in  the  middle  or  southern  colonies. 

Resolved,  Tnat  permission  be  "granted  to  capiain  Jenkins,  to  carry  the  proTi- 
sions  specified  in  the  certificate  oT  the  committee  of  Falmouth,  for  the  internal 
consumption  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  he  first  taking  an  oath,  and  gtrin^ 
bond  to  the  committee  of  ins|)ection  and  observation,  for  the  city  and  liberties 
of  Philadelphia,  to  pursue  their  instructions  in  his  voyage,  and  to  i(se  his  ut- 
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most  endeavors  not  to  fall  into  the  power  of  the  cutters  or  armed  vessels  of 
the  enemy. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was. 
read:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  number  and  denominations  of  the  bills  ordered  to  be 
emitted,  be  as  follows : 


83^4  of  8  dollars  each, 
83,333  of  7    do. 
83,333  of  6    do. 
83,333  of  5    do. 


83,334  of  4  dollars  each. 
83,333  of  3    do. 
83,333  of  2    do. 
83,333  of  1    do. 


Besolved,  That  the  plates  used  in  the  last  emission,  be  used  for  striking  off 
and  printing  the  above  bills. 

Resolved^  That  the  gentlemen*  who  sup^erintended  the  press  at  the  last  emis- 
sion, be  empowered  to  superintend  the  printing  these  bills. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  treasury,  be  directed  to 
enquire  about  proper  persons  to  sign  and  number  said  bills,  and  report  to 
Congress. 
The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  general's  letter :  Whereupon, 
Besolved,  That  the  regiment  of  artillery  consist  of  one  colonel,  two  lieute- 
nant-colonels, two  majors  and  twelve  companies. 

That  the  general  be  informed  that  two  gentlemen,  ^namely,  Thomas  Crafts, 
jun.  and  George  Trott,  esqrs.  have  been  recommended  to  Congress  as  proper 
persons  for  field  officers  in  said  regiment,  and  that  the  general  enquire  into 
their  characters  and  abilities ;  and  i^  upon  enquiry,  he  shall  judge  tliem  proper, 
and  that  the  appointment  of  tliem  will  occasion  no  disturbance  or  disgust  in 
the  regiment,  that  he  appoint  them,  and  acquaint  Congress  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  appointed  to  contract 
for  supplying  the  prisoners,  that  Mr.  D.  Franks,  of  this  city,  be  permitted  to 
supply  the  troops,  who  are  prisoners  in  this  colony,  with  provisions  and  other 
necessaries,  at  the  expense  of  the  crown,  and  to  sell  his  bills  for  such  sums  of 
monev  as  are  necessary  for  tliat  purpose,  and  that  the  said  committee  confer 
with  Mr.  Franks,  and  enquire  whether  he  will  also  undertake,  on  the  same 
terms,  to  supply  the  prisoners  in  other  colonies. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  o 
conference:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assembly,  or  eeneral  court  of  the 
colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  use  all  the  means  in  their  power,  that  the 
army  before  Boston  be  supplied  with  wood  and  hay,  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms.    . 

That  in  the  new  establishment  of  the  army,  the  general  officers  be  not  al- 
lowed regiments,  nor  the  field  officers  companies.     . 

That  all  persons  taken  in  arms  on  board  any  prize,  be  deemed  prisoners  at 
the  disposal  of  the  general,  whether  the  prize  be  taken  by  vessels  ntted  out  in 
thepay  of  the  continent  or  by  others. 

That  such  as  are  taken  be  treated  as  prisoners,  of  war,  but  with  humanity, 
and  be  allowed  the  same  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  continent ; 
that  the  officers  being  in  pay  should  supply  themselves  with  clotlies,  their  bills 
to  be  taken  for  the  same,  that  the  soldiers  be  furnished  as  they  now  are. 

That  as  the  new  army  in  Massachusetts-Bay  is  calculated  to  oppose  the  army 
at  Bostdn,  it  is  not  expected  that  the  general  should  detach  any  part  of  it  to 
^N^ew-York  or  elsewhere,  unless  it  appear  to  him  necessary  so  to  do^  for  the 
comnion  safety. 

That  the  troops  in  the  new  army  be  paid  monthly. 

That  an  exchange  of  prisoners  will  be  proper,  citizens  for  citizens,  officers 
for  officers  of  equal  rank,  and  soldier  for  soldier. 

That  ensign  Moland  ^e  detained  in  tiie  place  where  he  now  is,  until  ex- 
changed. 
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That  this  Congrent  avpreve  the  terini  en  which  tile  artificen  ^f  difmsl 
sorts  have  been  employea  in  the  army ;  and  that  the  general  go  on  vpon  the 
present  agreement,  as  (>eing  the  beat .  that  eaa  probably  be  Made. 

That  the  general  be  directed  to  pick  out  from  each  of  the  riSe  eompaBies, 
aucK  as  are  net  marksmen,  and  dismbs  them  ta  snck  OHwaer  as  will  he  safest, 
with  an  allowance  of  pay  tp  so  home,  if  thej  do  not  chvse  to  inliat  in  other 
battalions,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that  all  receive  theii-  pay. 
-  That  what  artillery  of  different  kinds  can  be  spared  from  New- York  and 
Crown -Point,  be  procured  and  forwanled  to  the  army  before  Boston. 

That  the  Indians  of  St.  Francis,  Penobscot,  Stockbridge,  and  St.  John's, 
and  other  tribes,  may  be  called  on  in  case  of  real  necessity,  and  that  the  giving 
the'm  presents  is  suitable  and  proper. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devise  the  best  mode  of  harag 
expresses  (persons  of  character)  pcKsted  along  the  roads  at  diflereal  distance^ 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  yearly  and  frequent  intelligence. 

The  members  chosen,  Or.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr,  Oeaae* 

That  as  much  lead  as  can  be  spared  from  the  northern  department,  and  is 
wanted  at  tlie  camp  at  Cambridge,  be  sent  down  from  Ticonderogm  to  Cam- 
bridge. ^ 

That  the  Congress  approve  the  general's  fitting  oat  armed  veasels  ta  inler- 
eept  the  enemy's  supphes. 

That  when  the  army  receives  such  supplies  of  powder  as  to  be  enabled  tt 
spare  some  to  the  country,  that  it  be  sold  to  them  at  a  reasonable  price. 

That  the  secret  cemmittee  be  directed  to  enquire  what  articles  are  neces- 
sary for  t^e  use  of  the  army,  and  how  they  may  be  procured,  and  report  *§ 
Congress. 

Cfrdered,  That  the  resolutions  passed  on  the  general's  letters^  aod  en  die 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  and  such  other  resolutions  as  relate  t« 
the  establishment  of  the  new  army,  not  already  forwarded,  be  sent  by  expiea 
to  the  general. 

The  Coneress  bein^  informed  that  Mr.  Eathan  Alien,  who  was  taken  pri- 
soner near  Montreal,  is  confined  in  irons  on  board  a  vessel  in  the  fiver  8(. 
liawrence, 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  U>  apply  to  general  Hove 
on  this  matter,  anudesire  that  he  may  be  exchanged. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  bring  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  December  4,  1775. 

TTie  committee,  to  whom  the  accounts  from  Massachusetts-Bar  were  re- 
ferred, reported,  that  for  want  of  proper  vouchers,  they  were  not  able  to  prs- 
eeed  on  tnat  business,  and  therefore  desired  to  be  discharged. 

Resohed^  That  the  said  committee,  upon  their  request,  be  Hischarmd. 

Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars  be  advanced  to  die  colony 
of  New-Hampshire,  on  account  of  expenses  by  them  incurred,  the  sau^colooj 
to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fortv^three  thousand,  three 
hundred  and  tinrty-three  doHars  and  one^third  of  a  dollar,  be  paid  to  the  cob- 
ny  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  part  of  their  account,  the  said  coIoqj  to  be 
accountable. 

Resohed,  That^fhe  said  sums  be  paid  out  of  the  emission  last  onlered  by 
Conmss. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  Virginia,  to  whom  were  referred  tiie  letters 
received  on  Saturday  last,  brought  in  tiieir  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  I'hat  three  companies  of  the  battalion  raised  in  the  colony  of  Penn- 
sylvania, iB(^mediately  marcn  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  frvine. 
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into  Nortbaiii]ltQB  coanty,  t8  Vlrnnia,  for  the  protectioa  of  the  association  in 
tboBe  iMurta,  and  for  the  defence  uereof  against  the  designs  of  the  enemies  of 
America. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colonj  of  Virainiat  to  resist  to  the  utmost  the  arbitrary  government  intended 
to  be  established  therein,  by  their  sovernor  lord  Dunmore,  as  maniibstly  ap- 
pears by  the  whole  tenor  of  his  lordship's  conduct  for  some  months  past. 

Whereas  lord  Dunmore,  by  his  proclamation  lately  published,  has  declared 
his  intention  to  execute  martial  law,  thereby  tearing  up  the  foundations  of 
civil  authority  and  jeovemment  within  the  said  colony : 

Resolvtdt  rhererore,  that  if  the  coayention  of  Virginia  shall  find  it  neces- 
sary to  establish  a  form  of  government  in  that  colony,  it  be  recommended  to 
that  convention  to  call  a  full  and  free  representation  of  the  people,  and  that 
the  said  representatives,  if  they  think  it  necessary,  establish  such  form  of  go- 
veri^ent  as  in  their  judgment  will  best  produce  the  happiness  of  the  people, 
and  most  effectually  secure  peace  and  good  order  in  tne  colony,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  present  dispute  between  6reat*Britain  and  th&  colonies. 

fieaohed.  That  the  committee  on  the  state  of  Virginia  have  leave,  at  tlieir 
request,  to  sit  again.'   .. 

Resolved^  l^t  in  the  present  situation  of  affiiirs,  it  will  be  very  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  and  welfare  of  America,  if  any  colony  should  separately  peti* 
tioD  the  king  or  either  house  of  parliament.' 

Resalved,  That  a  committee  ot  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  assem« 
bly  of  New -Jersey.  ^ 

The  menibers  chosen,  Mr.  Dickiason,  Mr.  WyAe,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

JBesohed,  That  Carlisle,  in  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  be  assigned  as  well 
as  the  three  towns  of  Reading,  lomcaster  and  YoiiL,  for  the  reception  of  the 
piiaoaers  taken  at  St.  John's. 

AaoLved,  That  the  president  write  to  Mr.  Knox,  by  the  first  express  to  Alba- 
ny, and  deaire  him,  in  case  the  services  he  is  upon  will  admit,  to  repair  to  the 
Jbrtrtaaes  on  Hudion's  river,  in  the  highlands,  inspect  the  state  oi  the  works 
carrying  on  there,  and  the  situation  of  the  places  adjacent,  and  transmit  an 
account  thereof  to  Congress. 

The  delegates  of  Massachusetts-Bay  laid  before  Congress  a  resolution  of 
the  general  court  of  that  colont,  passed  in  November  last,  extending  the  com- 
mission  of  their  delegates  to  the  last  day  of  January  ;  which  was  read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Decemb^  5, 1775. 

Mi^dtei,  That  the  naval  committee  be  instructed  to  engage  the  seamen 
and  marines  to  the  first  of  January,  1777»  unless  sooner  discharged  by 
Congress. 

It  beii^  suggested  tha^  the  resolution  of  Con^-ess,  passed  the  2d  instant, 
relative  to  captain  Jenkins,  was  grounded  on  a  mistake  with  regard  to  facts, 

Meaolvedt  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the  mittter  into  con- 
sideration, enquire  into  facts,  and  report  to  Couffress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Cushinjg,  and  Mr.  M'Kean. 

The  committee  of  claiwa  applying  for  instructions  with  regard  to  sandry 
charges  in  the  accounts  laid  before  them  from  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island, 

JBesaboI,  That  the  chaiige  for  purchasing  and  repairing  arms  be  net  allowed 

That  the  expense  of  reniovinff  the  stock  from  Block-Island  and  other  placeii, 
in  consequence  of  the  request  of  the  general,  be  chained  to  the  continent. 

That  nie  twelve  cannon  furnished  to  the  army  in  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  by 
the  government  of  Rhode-Island,  be  allowed  in  their  accounts.  , 

BeaUved^  That  the  farther  consideratkm  of  this  matter  be  deferred  till  to- 
morrow. 
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Resolvedy  That  those  who  supply  the  three  companies  ordered  to  Northamp- 
ton with  arms,  shaU  either  have  the  same  returned  in  kind  as  soon  as  thej  can 
be  procured,  or  their  value  paid  for  by  the  United  Colonies,  tlie  value  of  whkh 
is  to  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  soldiers* 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  bud  before 
Congress  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  naval  committee  has  liberty  to  purchase  duck  and  such 
other  articles  as  they  may  want  for  fitting  out  said  vessels,  and  to  enable  them 
the  better  to  perform  this  service,  that  they  be  empowered  to  take  to  their  as- 
sistance the  committee  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  form  of  the  bills  ordered  to  be  emitted  be  as  follows : 

CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY. 

(  No.  Dollar 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  Spanish  miped 

dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  silver;  according  to  a  re8oluti<Mi  of 
Congress  passed  at  Philadelphia,  November  29,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  each  denomination  or  class  of  bills  be  numbered*  begtnniu* 
with  one,  upwards,  in  ink  of  a  different  color  from  the  last  emitted  bills. 

The  committee  on  re-captures  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read  and 
debated,  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  Tha^  incases  of  recaptures,  the  re-captors  have  and  retain,  in  Iiea 
of  salvage,  one-eighth  part  of  the  true  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  or  eititer 
of  them,  if  the  same  hath  or  have  been  in  possession  of  the  enemy  twentj-frar 
hours ;  one-fifth  part,  if  more  than  twenty-four  hours,  and  less  thian  iorty-eigbt 
hours ;  one-third  part,  if  more  than  forty -eight  and  less  than  ninety --six  hours; 
and  one  half,  if  more  than  ninety-six  hours,  unless  the  vessel  shall,  slier  the 
capture,  have  been  legally  condemned  as  a  prize  by  some  court  of  adminl- 
ty,  in  which  case  the  re-captot*s  to  have  the  whole ;  in  all  which  cases  tbe 
share  detained,  or  prize  to  be  divided  between  the  owners  of  the  ship  makini 
the  re-capture,  the  colony  or  the  continent,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  captws, 
agreeable  to  a  former  resolution. 

Resolved,  As  the  army  tb  the  northward  is  likely  to  be  supplied  with  do^ 
ing  at  Montreal,  that  the  clothing  purchased  for  the  said  army,  and  sent  to  Ai- 
buiY,  be  forwarded  by  land  to  Mr.  Mifflin,  quarter-master  general,  for  the  ase 
of  the  army  before  Boston. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  6,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due  to  Robert  £rvin  for  «i- 
gon  hire,  the  sum  of  355.7  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  three  prisoners  taken  b^  captain  A.  Whipple,  in  hispss- 
sage  to  Philadelphia,  who  are  noV  on  board  his  vessel,  be  delivered  to  the  cob- 
mittee  of  safety  of  the  colon  v  of  Pennsylvania,  who  are  directed  to  secure  thes 
in  safi&  custody  in  some  gaol  in  said  colony. 

A  return  being  laid  before  Congress  of  the  number  of  flints  for  sale  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  amounting  to  upwarfls  of  200,000, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  inspection  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Phi- 
ladelphia be  desired  to  purchase  said  flints  for  the  use  of  die  United  Colonies, 
and  tnat  in  making  the  purchase,  attention  be  paid  to  that  part  of  the  associa- 
tion against  raising  the  prices  of  goods. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  instructions  to  be  gi^en  to  the 
committee  of  claims,  and  on  the  question  put. 

Resolved,  That  the  charj^e  for  bounty  in  the  account  exhibited  by  Rhode-Is- 
land against  the  United  Colonies  be  not  allowed. 
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The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Dugal  McGregor  was  referredi 
brou8;ht  in  their  report,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  said  petition  will  not  justifj 
a  license  to  export  the  lumber  and  naval  stores  mentioned  in  the  said  petition, 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  American  association* 

Mesoivedy  lliat  if  the  said  Du^l  McGresor  will  give  bond,  with  sufficient 
security,  in  a  penalty  of  double  the  value  oi  the  said  lumber  and  naval  stores, 
to  the  president  of  the  provincial  council  of  North-Carolina,  with  conditions 
that  he  will  not  carry  tne  said  cargo  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  Guernsey,  Jer-  • 
sey,  Sark,  Aldemay,  Man,  6r  any  European  island  or  settlement  within  the 
British  dominions,  nor  to  the  British  West-Indies  ;  and  that  he  shall,  within 
six  months  after  exporting  the  same,  import  into  Edenton,  Newbern,  or  Bogue 
Inleti  in  the  colony  of  North-Carolina,  and  there  deliver  to  the  commander  of 
the  continental  troops  in  the  said  colony,  such  quantity  of  muskets,  orgun-pow« 
der,  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  value  of  the  said  lumber  and  naval  stores,  the  pub- 
lic interest  requires  that  he  be  permitted  to  export  the  same,  and  that  a  permit 
for  that  purpose,  signed  by  the  said  president,  be  ^ven  him  on  liis  executing 
such  bond  as  aforesaid. 

The  CoBgress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
proclamations,  which  bfeing  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

We,  the  delegates  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  in  North- America,  have 
taken  into  our  most  serious  consideratioo,  a  proclamation  issued  from  the  court 
of  St.  James's  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  August  last.     The  name  of  majesty 
is  used  to  give  it  a  sanction  atid  influence  ;  and,'  on  that  account,  it  becomes 
a  matter  of  importance  to  wip'e  off,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  these  ^United 
Colonies,  the  aspersions  which  it  is  calculated  to  throw  upon  our  cauf^e;  and 
to  preveht,  as  far  as  possible,  the  undeserved  punishments,  which  it  is  designed 
to  prepare  for  our  friends.    We  are  accused  of  'tforgettins  the  allegiance 
which  we  owe  to  the  power  that  has  protected  and  sustained  us."     Why  all 
this  ambiguity  and  obscurity  in  what  oujght  to  be  so  plain  and  obvious,  as  that 
he  who  runs  may  read  it?  What  allegiance  is  it  that  we  forget?  Allegiance 
to  parliament  ?  We  never  owed— we  never  owned  it    Allegiance  to  our  kin^? 
Our  words  have  ever  avowed  it,  our  conduct  has  ever  been  consistent  with  it. 
~\fVe  condemn,  and  with  arms  in  our  hands,-— a  resource  which  freemen  will 
never  part  with,^-we  oppose  the  claim  and  exercise  of  unconstitutional  powers, 
to  which  neither  the  crown  nor  parliament  were  ever  entitled.    By  the  British 
constitution,  our  best  inheritance,  rights,  as  well  as  duties,  descend  upon  us : 
We  cannot  violate  the  latter  by  defending  the  former:  we  should  act  in  dia- 
metrical opposition  to  both,  if  we  peroiitted  the  claims  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment to  be  established,  and  the  measures  pursued  in  consequence  ot  those 
claims  to  be  carried  into  execution  among  us.    Our  sagacious  ancestors  pro* 
vicled  wounds  against  the  inundation  of  tyranny  and  lawless  power  on  one  side, 
sk9  well  as  a^inst  that  of  faction  and  licentiousness  on  the  other.    On  which 
side  has  the  breach  been  made  ?  Is  it  objected  against  us  by  the  most  invet- 
e  rate  and  the  most  uncandid  of  our  enemies,  that  we  have  opposed  any  of  the 
pust  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  or  any  legal  exertion  of  those  prerogatives? 
Why  then  are  we  accused  of  forgetting  our  allegiance?  we  have  performed 
:>ur  duty :  We  have  resisted  in  those  cases,  in  which  the  right  to  resist  is  stip- 
la  lated  as  expressly  on  our  part,  as  the  right  to  govern  is,  in  other  cases,  stipu- 
i  21. ted  on  the  part  of  the  crown.    The  breach  of  allegiance  is  removed  from  our 
-^sistance  as  far  as  tyranny  is  removed  from  legal  government.    It  is  alleged, 
Jiat  ''  we  have  proceeded  to  an  open  and  avowed  rebellion."    In  what  does 
fiis   reiiellion  consist.    It  is  thus  described-^*'  Arraying  ourselves  in  hostile 
rsanner,  to  withstand  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  traiterously  prep^aring,  or- 
I  erinjg,  and  levying  war  against  the  king."    We  know  of  no  laws  binding  on 
I  ^,  but  such  as  nave  been  transmitted  to  us  by  our  ancestors,  and  such  as  have 
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be^n  consented  to  by  ourselves,  or  o«r  representatires  elected  for  that  pir- 
pose.  What  laws,  stampt  with  diese  characters,  have  we  withstood  ?  We  hait 
indeed  defended  them ;  and  we  will  risque  everj  thing,  do  every  thing,  aod 
eufter  every  thing  in  their  defence*  To  svpport  our  laws,  and  on*  libertui 
establishea  by  our  laws,  we  have  prepared,  ordercNl,  and  levied  war.  But  ■ 
this  traitorously,  or  against  the  king?  We  view  him  as  the  conatitutioB  repre- 
sents him.  That  tells  us  he  can  do  no  wrong.  The  cruel  and  illepl  attacki» 
which  we  oppose,  hare  no  foundation  in  the  royal  authority.  We  will  nnt*  «i 
t>ur  part,  lose  the  distinctien  between  the  king  and  his  ministers :  happj  weaii 
it  have  been  for  some  fermer  princes,  had  it  always  been  preserved  on  thit 
part  of  the  crown. 

Besides  all  this,  we  observe,  on  this  part  of  the  prodamation,  that  **  rebel- 
lion" is  a  term  undefined  and  unknown  in  the,  law;  it  nifjht  have  been  ex- 
pected that  a  proclamation,  which  by  the  British  constitution  has  no  otlMr 
operation  than  merely  that  of  enforcing  what  is  already  law,  would  bnve  M 
a  known  lesal  basis  to  have  rested  upon.  A  correspondence  between  the  is* 
habitants  of  Great-Britain  and  their  brethren  in  America^  produced^  in  betln 
times,  much  satisfaction  to  individuals,  and  much  advantage  to  tiie  public. 
By  what  criterion  shall  one,  who  is  unwilling  to  break  off  this  correspoiideDce, 
and  is,  at  the  same  time,  anxious  not  to  expose  himself  to  the  dreadrai  ooese- 
quences  threatened  in  this  proclamation'— by  what  criterion  shall  he  regulate 
his  conduct  ?  He  is  admonished  not  to  carry  on  correspondence  with  the  per- 
sons now  in  rebellion  in  the  colonies.  How  shall  jie  ascertain  '  whn  are  in  tt- 
bellion,  and  who  are  not  ?'  He  consults  the  law  to  learn  the  nature  of  the  sap- 
posed  crime  :  the  law  is  silent  upon  the  subject.  This,  in  a  country  where  i: 
nas  been  often  said,  aQd  formerly  with  justice,  that  the  government  i&  by  hv. 
and  not  by  men,  might  render  him  perfectly  easy.  But  proclamatioBs  baie 
been  sometimes  dangerous  en^nes  in  the  hands  <u  those  in  power ;  iaforaa- 
tion  is  commanded  to  be  given  to  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state,  of  all  per- 
sons *'  who  shall  be  found  carrying  on  correspondence  with  the  persons  ia  re- 
bellion, in  order  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  the  authors*  perpetrators,  v 
abettors,  of  such  dangerous  designs."  Let  us  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  sone 
persons  in  the  colonies  are  in  rebellion,  and  that  those  who  cany  on  corres- 
pondence with  them,  might  learn  by  some  rule,  which  Britons  are  boumi  to 
Know,  how  to  discriminate  them,  does  it  follow  that  all  correspondence  wtk 
them  deserves  to  be  punished?  It  mieht  have  been  intended  to  apprize  tbcn 
nf  their  danger,  and  to  reclaim  them  mm  their  crimes.  By  what  law  doe»  s 
correspondence  with  a  criminal  transfer  or  communicate  his  guilt?  We  kaw 
that  those  who  aid  and  adhere  to  the  king's  enemies,  and  those  who  corrct- 
pond  with  them  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry  their  designs  into  effect  vt 
criminal  in  the  eye  of  the  law.  But  the  law  goes  no  farther.  Can  produu- 
tions,  according  to  the  principles  of  reason  and  justice,  and  the  constititisi. 
go  farther  than  the  law  r 

But,  perhaps  the  principles  of  reason  and  justice,  and  tiie  constitution  ^ 
not  prevail :  experience  -suzgests  to  us  the  doubt.  If  they  should  not,  we  vi£ 
resort  to  aiguinents  drawn  uom  a  very  different  source.  We,  therefore,  is  ^ 
name  of  the  people  of  these  United  Colonies,  and  by  authority,  acoordiss:  t-» 
^  the  purest  maxims  of  representation,  derived  from  them*  declare,  that  vthM- 
ever  punishment  shall  be  inflicted  upon  any  persons  in  the  power  of  os* 
enemies  for  favouring,  aiding,  or  abetting  the  cause  of  American  libolT.  sha.1 
be  retaliated  in  the  same  kind,  and  the  same  degree  upon  those  in  our  power, 
who  have  favoured,  aided,  or  abetted,  or  shall  favour,  aid,  or  abet  the  system  ol 
ministerial  oj^ression.  The  essential  difl'erence  between  our' cause,  and  that 
of  our  enemies,  might  justify  a  severer  punishment :  the  law  of  retidiatioa  wiJ 
unquestionably  warrant  one  equally  severe. 

We  mean  not,  however,  by  this  declaration,  to  occasion  or  to  multifdj  p«* 
ishments :    our  sole  view  is  to  prevent  them.    In  this  unhappy  and  unnatiEnl 
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controversy,  in  which  Britons  fight  a|i|;ainst  Britons,  and  the  descendants  of 
Britons,  let  the  calamities  immediatel j  incident  to  a  civil  war  suffice.  We 
hope  additions  will  not  from  wantonness  be  made  to  them  on  one  side :  we  shall 
resret  the  necessity,  if  laid  under  the  necessity,  of  making  them  on  the 
other. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  published. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Bull,  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read. 

Besolved,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Friday  next. 

Resolvedj  That  lieutenant  Feltham,  have  leave  to  join  the  officers  of  the 
£6th  r^ment,  and  reside  with  them  in  the  places  destined  for  their  recep- 
tion. 

Hisolvedj  That  major  Preston,  and  the  officer  with  him,  remain  in  Philadel- 
phia until  farther  orders  from  Conmss. 

Ordered^  That  the  president  inform  major  Preston  of  this  resolution. 
.    A  letter  from  general  Washington,  dated  £8th  November,  being  received, 
was  read. 

Jiesolved,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow  morning. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  December  7,  1775. 

The  Congress,  being  informed  that  the  women  and  children  taken  at  St* 
John's,  with  the  baggage,  were  arrived, 

ResQlved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  the  colony 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  have  them  removed  in  the  cheapest  manner,  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  Colonies,  to  the  places  assigned  them. 

Besolved,  That  lieutenant  George  Cuppaidge,  of  the  26th  regiment,  be  per- 
mitted to  go  to  New- York  for  a  week  upon  his  parole,  that  he  win  neither  speak 
nor  write  to  any  person  upon  any  political  subject,  or  give  any  intelligence 
-whatsoever  upon  such  topics,  and  will  return  to  Philadelphia  at  the  end  of  the 
-week. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling  dated  the  6th,  was  received  and  read* 
The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  general's  letter  of  the  28th  ult. 
came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  doubts  may  arise  respecting  the  true  injtent  and  construction  of  a 
certain  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the  4th  day  of  November  last,  empow- 
ering the  ^neral,  in  case  the  necessity  of  the  service  should  require  it,  to  call 
forth  the  minute-men  and  militia  of  the  New -England  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolution  shall  not  extend  or  be  construed  to  au- 
thorize the  general  to  call  forth  the  said  minute-men  or  militia,  without  having 
applied  to  and  obtained  the  consent  of  those  officers,  in  whom  the  executive  . 
powers  of  government  in  those  colonies  may  be  vested. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  letters  to  the  council  of  Massachusetts- 
^Bay,  the  convention  of  New -Hampshire,  and  the  governors  of  Rhode-Island 
and  Connecticut,  acquainting  them  with  the  present  state  of  the  army,  and  en- 
closing copies  of  the  resolutions  of  this  Congress,  relative  to  the  general's 
being  empowered  to  call  forth  the  militia  of  those  governments,  on  any  emer- 
gency, and  requesting  those  colonies  to  exert  themselves  in  defence  of  our 
common  liberties,  by  affording  the  general  all  the  aid  in  their,  power,  and  com- 
ply with  his  request  for  the  assistance  of  the  militia  whenever  he  may  find  it 
necessary  to  apply  for  it. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  22d  of  November,  together  with  a 
copy^f  a  letter  from  general  Montgomery  of  the  17th,  and  one  from  colond 
Arnold  of  the  i4th  of  the  same  month,  being  received,  were  read. 
1'he  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
Vol.  i.  26 
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FRIDAY,  December  8,  1775. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  captain  Jenkins  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  inspection  of  the 
county  of  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  relative  to  Allen  Cameron,  John  Smith,  and 
John  Connolly,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  i*eport, 
which  being  taken  into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Alien  Cameron,  Jdhn  Smith,  and  John  Connolly,  be 
confined  in  prison  at  Philadelphia,  at  the  continental  expense,  until  the  furaier 
order  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  transmit  a  cq)y  of  the  above  resolution  to  the 
committee  of  Frederick,  and  desire  them,  in  pursuance  thereof,  to  send  the 
prisoners  under  guard  to  Philadelphia. 

Beaolved,  Tliat  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Hudson,  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Penn,  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

The  Congress,  taking^  into  consideration  the  letters  from  lord  Sterling,  came 
to  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry  be  appointed  to  supply  the  battalions 
raised  in  New-Jersey,  with  the  rations  and  other  necessaries  allowed  them, 
31-360  of  a  dollar  per  ration. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Crane  be  directed  to  ffive  Mr.  Lowry  proper  orders  for 
securing,  for  the  use  of  the  ^ttalions  raised  in  New-Jersey,  the  blankets  in 
the  barracks  of  that  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  companies  of  the  two  battalions  raised  in  New-Jersey^ 
Qot  already  ordered  to  the  fort  on  Hudson's  river,  in  the  highlandsi^  in  the  co- 
lony of  New-York,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ordered  to  march,  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  furnished  with  barrack-necessaries  and  arms,  to  the  city  of  New-York, 
and  there  remain  till  further  orders ;  and  that  four  of  the  companies  ordered 
to  the  fort  in  the  highlands,  be  likewise  stationed  in  the  city  of  New -York,  tiB 
barracks  can  be  fitted  up  ^r  them  in  that  fort. 

Resolved,  That  a  sureeon  be  allowed  to  each  battalion,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies ;  and  uiat  his  pay  be  25  dollars  per  calendar  month. 

Whereupon,  William  Bame^  jun.  was  elected  surgeon  to  lord  Sterling's,  or 
the  first  battalion  raised  in  New-Jersey. 

Resolved,  That  a  standing  committee,  composed  of  a  member  from  each 
colony,  be  appointed  to  receive  the  applications,  and  examine  into  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  several  persons,  who  apply  for  offices  in  the  American  army,  and 
rq)ort  to  Congress. 

The  members  are,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr. 
Jay,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  Mr.  renn, 
and  Mr.  Lynch. 

Resolved,  That  die  part  of  lord  Sterling's  letter,  which  respects  the  arrest- 
ing and  imprisoning  soldiers  for  small  sums,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three. 

Tlie  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  W.  Livingston. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Bedford,  tiie  deputy  muster-master  general,  who  is  now 
in  town,  be  directed  to  muster  the  battalion  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  and  make 
return  io  Conjgress  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  committee  on  establishing  expresses,  brought  in  their  report,  wluch 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  with  tiie  enclosed  letters 
from  genend  Montgomery  and  colonel  Arnold,  be  published. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  farther  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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SATURDAY,  December  9,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  die  committee  appointed  to  fit  oat  armed  Tessela,  be  em- 
powered to  empioj  the  following  officers,  and  that  their  pay  be  as  follows,  yiz . 

Quarter-master,  9  doUan  per  calendar  mon^ 
Quarter-gimner,8    do.  do. 

Cook,  12    do.  do. 

Coxswaiii,         9    do.  do. 

Klot  according  to  the  usual  rates ;  when  absolutely  necessary,  the  com- 
mander to  give  such  further  gratuity  as  may  be  necessary  for  tiie  good  of  die 


SCdahipinan,  13  dollars  per  calendar  month, 
Armoiirer,      15    do.  do. 

Sail-maker,    12    do,  do. 

9     do.  do. 


Bemdved,  That  an  order  issue  for  raising  four  battalions  more  in  the  colony 
of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  one  already  raised. 

Besolved^  That  a  tike  order  issue  for  raising  one  battalion  in  the  lower  coun- 
ties OB  Delaware,  on  the  same  terms  as  those  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  Coiq;ress  took  into  consideration  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler, 
from  the  11th  of  November  inclusive,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  fdllowing 
resolutions: 

Beaolvedt  That  the  orders  given  to  general  Mont«>mery,  to  purchase  dodi- 
ing  at  Montreal,  for  the  troops  under  his  command,  ne  and  are  approved. 

Remdved,  That  the  officers,  who  are  prisoners,  be  allowed  to  sell  their  bills 
for  their  subsistence. 

Resolved,  That  mfijor  Preston,  captain  Rinnear,  captain  Goodwin,  and  major 
Stopford,  pay  to  the  continental  treasurers,  the  sums  advanced  them  by  ge- 
neral Schuyler,  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  informed  of  this  resolution,  and 
desired  to  send  their  obligations  to  the  treasurers. 

Resolved,  That  genenu  Montgomery  be  appointed  a  nuyor-general  in  the 
army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  166  dollars  per  month,  be  allowed  to  the  com- 
mander for  the  time  being,  in  the  province  of  Canada,  and  residing  there,  for 
the  expense  of  his  table,  over  and  above  the  pay,  to  which  he  may  oe  entitled 
by  his  commission. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  other  matters  in  general  Schuyler's  letters,  and 
die  enclosed  papers,  except  what  relates  to  Mr.  Phelps,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three,  who  are  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  report  thereon 
tb  Congress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  M<Kean,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

Resolved,  That  the^um  of  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Carpenter  Wharton^ 
who  has  contracted  to  supply  the  battalion  raised  in  Pennsyl  vaniiU  At  7.90  of  a 
dollar  per  ration,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  on  his  signing  the  contract,  and  giv- 
ingsecurity  for  the  performance  thereof. 

The  committee  ot  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  William  Chew,  for 
riding  express  to  the  salt-petre  rock  in  Virginia,  and  bringing  samples  of  the 
mineral,  the  sum  of  84.S  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Colonel  Dyer  produced  an  account,  amounting  to  1956  dollars,  for  medi- 
cines bought  and  forwarded  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  his  favor  for  that  sum. 

The  commissioners  for  Indian  affiiirs  in  the  middle  department,  laid  Wore 
Congress  the  n^inutes  of  their  proceedings. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Wednesday  next. 

Revived,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
iastmctions  to  the  delates  of  Rhode-Island. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  "being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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FRIDAY,  December  8,  1775. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  captain  Jenkins  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  inspection  of  the 
county  of  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  relative  to  Allen  Cameron,  John  Snuth,  and 
John  Connolly,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  being  taken  into  consideration, 

'Resolved^  That  the  said  Allen  Cameron,  Jdhn  Smith,  and  John  Connollj,  be 
confined  in  prison  at  Philadelphia,  at  the  continental  expense,  until  the  farther 
order  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  president  transmit  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  the 
committee  of  Frederick,  and  desire  them,  in  pursuance  thereof,  to  send  the 
prisoners  under  guard  to  Philadelphia. 

Besolvedt  Tliat  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Hudson,  be  referred  to  m  Gonunittee 
of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Penn,  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  letters  from  lord  Sterling,  cane 
to  the  foUowine  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry  be  appointed  to  supply  the  battalions 
rused  in  New-Jersey,  with  the  rations  ana  other  necessaries  allowed  them, 
51-360  of  a  dollar  per  ration. 

Besolvedj  That  Mr.  Crane  be  directed  to  nve  Mr.  Lowry  proper  orders  for 
securing,  for  the  use  of  the  battalions  raisea  in  New-Jersey,  the  blankets  ia 
the  barracks  of  that  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  companies  of  the  two  battalions  raised  in  New -Jersey, 
not  already  ordered  to  the  fort  on  Hudson's  river,  in  the  highlands^  in  tlie  co- 
lony of  New-York,  be,  and  tliey  are  hereby  ordered  to  march,  as  soon  as  they 
ean  be  furnished  with  barrack -necessaries  and  arms,  to  the  city  of  New-Tork, 
and  there  remain  till  further  orders ;  and  that  four  of  the  comnaniea  ordered 
to  the  fort  in  the  highlands,  be  likewise  stationed  in  the  city  of  New -York,  tiO 
barracks  can  be  fitted  up  Rr  them  in  that  fort. 

Resolved,  That  a  surgeon  be  allowed  to  each  battalion,  in  the  service  ct  &e 
United  Colonies ;  and  wat  his  pay  be  25  dollars  per  calendar  month. 

Whereupon,  William  Bame^  iun.  was  elected  surgeon  to  lord  Sterling's*  or 
the  first  battalion  raised  in  New-J  ersey. 

Resolved,  That  a  standing  committee,  composed  of  a -member  (rom  each 
colony,  be  appointed  to  receive  the  applications,  and  examine  into  the  qnalifics* 
tions  of  the  several  persons,  who  apply  for  offices  in  the  American  annj,  and 
I'qajort  to  Congress. 

The  members  are,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr. 
Jay,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  Mr.  iPenn, 
and  Mr.  Lynch. 

'  Resolved,  That  tiie  part  of  lord  Sterling's  letter,  which  respects  the  arrest- 
ing and  imprisoning  soldiers  for  small  sums,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three. 
Tlie  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  W.  Livineston. 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  Bedford,  die  deputy  muster-master  general,  who  is  now 
in  town,  be  directed  to  muster  the  battalion  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  and  make 
return  to  Con^ss  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  committee  on  establisning  expresses,  brought  in  their  report,  whidi 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  widi  the  enclosed  letters 
from  general  Montgomery  and  colonel  Arnold,  be  published. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  farther  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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SATURDAY,  December  9,  1775. 

Resolvedj  That  the  coiamittee  appointed  to  fit  out  armed  veMela,  be  em- 
|K)wered  to  employ  the  following  omcers,  and  that  their  pay  be  as  follows,  viz , 


Mkiabipnuai,  13  dollars  per  calendar  month, 
Annoiirer,     15    do.  do. 

SaU-outker,    12    do.  do. 

Yeaman,         9     do.  do. 


Quarter-master,  9  doUan  per  calendar  month. 
Quarter-gimner,8    do.  do. 

Cook,  12    do.  do. 

Cozflwain,         9    do.  do. 


Pilot  according  to  the  usual  rates ;  when  absolutely  necessary,  the  com- 
mander to  give  such  farther  gratuity  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  good  of  the 
senrice. 

Beiolved,  That  an  order  issue  for  raising  four  battalions  more  in  the  colony 
of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  one  already  raised. 

Besolved,  That  a  like  order  issue  for  raising  one  battalion  in  the  lower  coun- 
ties on  Delaware,  on  the  same  terms  as  those  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler, 
from  the  1 1th  of  November  inclusive,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  fdllowing 
resolutions : 

Mesolved,  That  the  orders  given  to  general  Montgomery,  to  purchase  dotii- 
ing  at  Montreal,  for  the  troops  under  his  command,  l>e  and  are  approved. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers,  who  are  prisoners,  be  allowed  to  sell  their  bills 
for  their  subsistence. 

Resolved,  That  mfgor  Preston,  captain  Kinnear,  captain  Goodwin,  and  major 
Stoplbrd,  pay  to  the  continenul  treasurers,  the  sums  advanced  them  by  ge- 
neral Schuyler,  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  informed  of  this  resolution,  and 
desired  to  send  their  obligations  to  the  treasurers. 

Resolved,  That  genenu  Montgomery  be  appointed  a  major-general  in  the 
mrmy  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  166  dollars  per  month,  be  allowed  to  the  com- 
mander for  the  time  being,  in  the  province  of  Canada,  and  residing  there,  for 
the  expense  of  his  table,  over  and  above  the  pay,  to  which  he  may  oe  entitled 
by  his  commission. 

Resolved^  That  the  several  other  matters  in  general  Schuyler's  letters^  and 
the  enclosed  papers,  except  what  relates  to  Mr.  Phelps,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three,  who  are  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  report  thereon 
tb  Congress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  M*Kean,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

Resolved,  That  the%um  of  SOOO  dollars  be  advanced  to  Carpenter  Wharton^ 
"who  has  contracted  to  supply  the  battalion  raised  in  Pennsvlvania,  at  r.90  of  a 
dollar  per  ration,  the  same  to  be  paid  him  on  his  signing  tne  contract,  and  giv- 
JDg  security  for  the  performance  thereof. 

The  committee  ot  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  William  Chew,  for 
riding  express  to  the  salt-petre  rock  in  Virginia,  and  bringing  samples  of  the 
mineral,  the  sum  of  84.S  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Colonel  Dyer  produced  an  account,  amounting  to  1956  dollars,  for  medi- 
cines bought  and  forwarded  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Mesolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  his  favor  for  that  sum. 

The  commissioners  for  Indian  af&irs  in  the  middle  department,  laid  before 
Congress  the  n)iDutes  of  their  proceedings. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Wednesday  next. 

Revived,  That  Monday  next  be  assinied  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
iDstmctions  to  the  delegates  of  Rhode-Island. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  lieing  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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MONDAY,  December  11,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Washin^n,  dated  SOth  of  November,  being  received, 
was  read,  together  with  an  invoice  of  stores  on  board  the  N&ncj  transport, 
taken  bj  the  schooner  Lee,  captain  Manlj,  also  a  letter  from  the  conTentioa 
of  New- York,  dated  7th  instant. 

The  committee  to  wiiom  that  part  of  lord  Sterling's  letter,  respectins  the 
arresting  and  imprisoning  soldiers  for  small  sums,  was  referred,  brought  in 
their  report. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  daj,  the  Congress  took  into  consideration  the 
instructions  given  to  the  delegates  of  Rliode-fsland,  and  after  debate  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
furnishing  these  colonies  with  a  naval  armament,  and  report  with  all  conve- 
nient speed. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  consist  of  a  member  from  each  colonj,  viz. 
Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Cranes 
Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr. 
Gadsden. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  petition  of  Thorny  Jenkins,  of  the  island  of  Nantucket,  for  license  to  sell 
his  cargo  of  oil  in  this  citj,  and  to  purchase,  a  cargo  of  provisions  and  fuel  for 
the  necessary  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  island,  and  uie  same  was  agreed  to 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  vigilance  and  zeal  of  the  committee  of  the  city  and 
liberties  of  Philadelphia,  in  preventing  the  said  Jenkins's  cargo  from  being 
sold,  contrary  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  is  highly  approved. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that  the  inhabitants  of  said 
bland  are  at  present  in  great  distress  for  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Resolved,  That  humanity  reauires  that  some  speedy  measures  be  tdcen  by 
the  Congress,  to  enable  the  saia  inhabitants  to  supply  themselves  with  neces- 
sary fuel  and  provisions. 

Resolved,  Ihat  the  select-men  of  the  town  of  Sherboume,  in  Nantucket, 
prepare  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  fuel,  and  provisions  necessary  for  the 
use  of  said  inhabitants,  and  lay  it  before  three  or  more  justices  of  the  peace, 
for  the  county  of  Barnstable,  in  the  colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  attested  by 
the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  said  select-men  ;  and  that  the  said  justices  be 
empowered  to  grant  licenses  under  iheir  hands  to  any  master  or  owner  of  ves- 
sels in  the  said  island,  to  import  fuel  and  provisions  from  the  colonies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, lower  counties  on  Delaware,  or  Maryland,  not  exceeding \he  quanti- 
ties specified  in  said  estimate. 

Resolved,  Whereas  it  appears  that  the  said  inhabitants  are  in  immediate 
danger  of  suffering  for  the  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  that  the  said- captain 
Jenkins  be  permitted,  under  the  inspection  of  the  committee  of  the  city  ajid 
liberties  of  Philadelphia,  to  unload  and  sell  his  present  cargo,  and  to  purchase 
a  cargo  of  fuel  and  provisions,  provided  he  shall  fir^t  make  oath  or  affirmation 
before  a  magistrate,  and  give  bond,  that  the  same  is,  bona  fide,  intended  for 
the  internal  consumption  of  the  said  inhabitants,  and  that  he- will  use  his 
utmost  endeavors,  that  it  shall  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Hudson  was  referred,  re- 
ported their  opinion  in  certain  resolutions,  which  being  read,  were  s^greed  to 
as  follows : 

Resolvedj  That  so  much  of  the  said  petition  as  prays  for  permission  to  ex- 

?ort  his  cargo  to  any  place  other  than  the  islands  of  Great-Britain,  Ireland, 
ersey,  Guernsey,  Sark«  Aldernay,  or  Man,  or  the  West-India  Uslands»  is 
reasonable. 
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Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  said  petition  as  prays  for  farther  permission 
is  unreasonable. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petitioner  give  bond,  with  sufficient 'security,  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  town  of  Baltimore,  under  a  penalty  of  double 
the  value  of  said  cargo,  to  export  the  said  cargo  to  some  place  other  than  the 
islands  of  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  Jerse;^,  Guernsey,  Sark,  Atdernay,  Man,  and 
the  islands  of  the  West-Indies ;  and  within  six  months  after  the  said  exportation, 
to  produce  to  the  said  chairman  a  certificate  of  the  port,  to  which  the  said 
cargo  shall  have  been  shipped,  authenticated  under  the  nands  of  two  merchants 
of  known  character  and  reputation,  residing  in  the  same  port;;  and  that  on  ex- 
ecuting such  bond,  the  said   chairman  sign  a  permit  to  the  said  petitioner, 
allowing  him  to  export  the  said  cargo. 
The  Congress  resuming  the  subject  of  emitting  bills  of  credit. 
Resolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  to  sign  and  number 
the  bills  ordered  to  be  emitted,  viz.  Samuel  Morris,  Erederick  Kuhl,  Stephen 
Collins,  Nicholas  Garrison,  Matthew  Clarkson,  Samuel  C.  Morris,  Thomas 
Barclay,  Anthony  Morris,  jun*  James  Wharton,  Benjamin  Fuller,  Joel  Evans, 
Andrew  Bunner,  John  Mease,  Thomas  Coombe,  John  Bayard,  Robert  Tuck- 
niss,  Isaac  Hazlehurst,  Thomas  Morris,  Samuel  Caldwell,  John  Purviance, 
Mordecai  Lewis,  Geoi^  Campbell,  Joseph  Parker,  Daniel  Clymer,  Joseph 
Watkins,  jun.  John  Shee,  Phineas  Bond,  James  Read,  Robert  Koberts,  John 
Ord,  Isaac  Howell,  William  Webb,  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Cornelius  Barnes, 
Thomas  Smith,  and  William  Crispin. 

Resolved^  Hiat  each  bill  be  signed,  and  numbered  by  two  of  the  foregoing 
gentlemen. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Phelps,  was  presented  and  read. 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow. 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  qualifications  of  persons  applying 
for  offices,  &c.  reported  Dr.  Boyd  as  proper  for  the  office  of  surgeon  to  the  bat- 
talion raised  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Patterson  adjutant :  Whereupon, 
Dr.  Boyd  was  unanimously  elected. 

A  petition  from  David  Beveridee,  being  laid  before  Congress  and  read, 
Mesolvtdj  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr  Read,  and  Mr.  Jefi*erson. 
JUsolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  for  the  sum  of  3000  dol- 
lars, in  favour  of  the  committee  of  correspondence. 

liesolved.  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  respecting  Boston. 

A  letter  from  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  southern  depart- 
ment, enclosing  sundry  papers,  was  received  and  read. 

rrhe  committee  on  the  credit  of  paper  currency,  brought  in  their  report. 
Tlie  several  matters  to  this  day'  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Decmher  12,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  intercepted  letters  of  Brooke  Watson,  and  the  invoice  of 
be  cargo  on  board  the  brig  Nancy  transport,  taken  by  the  schooner  Lee,  cap- 
lin  Manly,  be  published. 

Sundry  letters  relative  to  a  cargo  of  molasses,  taken  out  of  the  brig  Nanc v ; 
[so  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  Trenton,  enclosing  a  parole  signed  by  the 
fficers  there,  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read. 

X'he  committee  appointed  to  prepare  letters  of  thanks  to  the  three  general 
ficers  in  the  northern  army,  reported  draughts,  which  being  read  and  ap- 
roved, 

fMrdered,  That.they  be  signed  by  the  president  and  transmitted. 
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The  comouttee  on  general  Schuyler's  letters,  brought  in  their  report,  whid 
was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  allowance  for  a  table,  made  to  the  commandeT  for  tte 
time  being  in  Canada,  be  granted  to  general  Montgomery,  from  the  time  m 
entered  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  tliis  Congregs  will  make  a  present  of  a  sword  of  the  "trnti 
one  hundred  dollars,  to  captain  Henrj  B.  Livingston,  as  a  testimony  of  u«r 
sense  of  his  service  to  this  country,  and  that  they  will  embrace  the  first  op* 
portunity  of  promoting  him  in  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  120,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  thecolonju 
Rhode-Island,  in  part  of  their  account  against  the  United  Colomes,  to  be  pud 
out  of  the  emission  last  ordered,  the  said  colony  to  be  accoantaUe  for  the 
same.  ^       . 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  took  into  consideratuathe 
report  of  the  committiee  of  conference,  and  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  cmam 
of  the  whole,  to  take  this  matter  into  farther  consideration. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Deceniber  13,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington  of  the  4tii  instant,  enclosing  woifj  f^' 
pei-s,  being  received,  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and^  means  for  fitting  out  a  ditv 
armament,  brought  m  their  report,  which  being  read  and  debated,  was  Mfw 
to  as  follows :  '  .    •  i. 

That  five  ships  of  S2  guns,  five  of  £8  guns,  three  of  24  guns,  makiDgin  w 
whole  thirteen,  can  be  fitted  for  the  sea  probably  by  the  last  of  march  Dat,v& 
in  New-Hampshire  one,  in  Massachusetts- Bay  two,  in  Connecticut  o&Ct> 
Rhode-Island  two,  in  New- York  two,  in  Pennsylvania  four,  and  in  MarjliB* 
one.  " .  ^ 

That  the  cost  of  thesei  ships,  so  fitted,  vrill  not  be  more  than  66,666  i>S 
dollars  each,  op  an  average,  allowing  t^^o  complete  suits  of  suls  for  each  isf, 
equal  in  the  whole  to  866,666  2-3  dollar9.    . 

That  the  materials  for  fitting  them  may  be  all  fiimisbed  in  these  coIoib^ 
except  tlie  articles  of  canvas  and  gun-powder ;  and  that  therefore  ^  ^^}^ 
proper  the  Congress  direct  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  means  of  impoftis| 
the  said  articles  of  canvas  and  powder ;  that  of  the  former,  7500  pieces  viU^ 
wanted,  and  that  of  the  tatter,  one  hundred  tons* 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  apjMHnted  with  full  powera  to  cany  the  a* 
report  into  execution,  with  all  possible  expedition,  (except  what  reli^^ 
canvas  and  powder^  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  ofthis  committee  be  deferred  till  to-nonv^ 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  secret  committee  to  embrace  w 
best  and  earliest  opportunities  to  procure  the  quantity  of  duck  and  powder  a 
the  above  report. 

Mr.  Willinjg,  one  of  the  secret  committee,  desiring  to  be  excused  on  »' 
count  of  his  living  out  of  town,  which  rendered  it  inipEaticilble  |pr  hivtoi^ 
tend  tlie  committee,  w^iich  usually  meets  in  the  eveniag : 

Resolved,  That  be  be  excused,  and  another  be  elected  in  his  room* 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris* 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Congress  shall  a4|0uni«  it  vfiW  be  neceasaij.^ 
appoint  a  committee  to  sit  during  ttie  adjournmont,  for  tjn^  purpoae  ^'^^P^ 
tending  the  treasury,  carrying  on  necessary  correspondence^  and  sack  ^ 
services  as  shall  be  directed  by  Congress. 
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Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  fire  be  appointed  to  consider  and  prepare  iu- 
stmctions  for  the  committee  above-mentioned. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Jay. 
and  Mr.  Oeane. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  fit  out  armed  vessels,  be  au-« 
tiiorized  to  give  able-bodied  seamen  that  may  be  willing  to  enter  on  board  the 
ships  of  war  of  the  United  Colonies,  eight  dollars  per  calendar  month. 
,  information  beinff  given  that  sundry  persons  in  this  citj  have  lately  sold  tea, 

Resolvedj  That  the  consideration  of  this  matter  be  referred  to  Fndaj  nex^. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  December  14.  I77i. 

Resolved,  That  on  th^  meeting  of  Congress,  half  an  hour  every  morning  be 
employed  in  reading  the  corrected  copy  of  the  journal,  till  the  whole  is  gone 
thfxrogh« 

Resohed,  That  every  morning  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  be  read,  be- 
fore the  Congress  enter  on  new  ousiness. 

Resolved,  That  the  corrected  journal,  after  being  read,  be  transcribed,  and 
sent  to  the  press. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  to  carry  into  execution  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  for 
fitting  out  a  naval  armament. 

Resohed,  That  tiie  said  committee  consist  of  a  member  from  each  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  choice  be  by  ballot. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Deane» 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Gadsden,  and  Mr.  Houston. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  general  Washington's  letter  of  the  4th : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  second  resolution  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
general's  letter,  relative  to  transports,  be  committed. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Hay,  of  the  7th  regiment,  who  is  now  a  prisoner, 
have  liberty  to  return  to  Great-Britain,  on  his  parole,  not  to  take  up  arms 
against  America,  during  the  present  contest  between  Great-Britain  and  these 
colonies. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Berlon,  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition,  with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  be  re* 
ferrcd  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chpsen,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Smith. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  further  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  December  15,  1775. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress,  that  captain  Motte,  who  had  the  charge 
of  conducting  the  prisoners  to  Reading,  and  other  towns  in  Pennsylvania,,  hav- 
ing performed  that  service,  was  returned  to  this  city, 

^Resolved,  TYi^t  the  committee  appointed  to  distribute  the  prisoners,  confer 
with  captain  Motte,  and  report  to  Confess. 

Resolvedj  That  the  committee  of  safety  for  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  be 
reouested  to  recommend  proper  persons  for  field  officers  of  the  four  battalions 
to  DC  nused  in  the  said  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  appoint  proper  persons  for  officers  in  the 
Slid  battalion,  nnder  the  rank  of  majors.  x 

Resolved,  That  similar  orders  be  given  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  the 
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lower  counties  on  Delaware,  for  recommending  field  officers,  and  appoi&tiii| 
inferior  officers,  for  the  battalion  to-be  raised  in  that  colony. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Geoi^  Meade  and  company,  merchants,  of  the  citj 
of  Philadelphia,  be  permitted  to  export  from  the  colony  of  Virginia,  so  much 
of  the  produce  of  that  country,  as  shall  be  equal  in  valite  to  any  quaDtitjof 
salt,  not  exceeding  six  thousand  bushels,  which  they  shall  carry  and  safelj  de- 
liver there  to  the  committee  of  safety- or  their  order,  wflo  are  empowered  to 
regulate  the  prices  of  tlie  said  produce  and  salt ;  and  that  the  said  Geoi^ 
Meade  and  company,  having  ^ven  to  the  delegates  of  the  said  colony,  in  this 
city,, bond  with  sufficient  security,  under  a  penalty  of  double  the  value  of  the 
said  salt,  that  they  will  not  carry  any  produce  of  the  said  colony,  wldch  thev 
may  receive  in  return  for  their  salt,  to  the  islands  of  Great-Britain,  Irelaod, 
Jersey,  Guernsey,  Sark,  Aldernay,  or  Man,  or  to  the  West-India  isUndft^aQd 
producing  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  the  said  colony  a  certificate  thereof, 
signed  by  the  said  delegates  here,  snail  have  a  permit  under  the  hand  of  the 
chairman  of  the  said  committee  of  safety,  to  export  the  said  produce,  fte  M 
permit  being  to  be  endorsed  on,  or  annexed  to  a  manifest  of  the  cargo  exported. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  the  committee  wiw  att 
to  sit  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  wagon-master,  for  the  carriage  of  clothing  to  Dobb'i 
ferry >  the  sum  of  40  dollars. 

To  Philip  Livingston,  esq.  for  printing,  &c.  the  sum  of  56.2  dollars. 

To  sundries,  for  provisions,  &c.  furnished  to  several  companies  of  rifleiBe& 
the  sum  of  212  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wisner,  esq. 

To  the  committee  of  observation  at  Princetown,  for  sundry  expenses,  vi 
for  provisions  furnished  several  rifle  companies,  the  sum  of  74.3  dollars,  to  be 
paiu  to  Thomas  Higgins. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  tlie  second  resolution,  in  the  report  relative  to  trve* 
ports,  was  recommitted,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  further  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  December  16,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington,  of  the  7th,  being  received,  was  read. 

A  letter  QomSie  conventionof  New-York,of  the  9th,  being  laid  before 
gress  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  tliis  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  credit  of  the  cono 
nentat  currency. 

Resolved',  That  the  committee  appointed  to  carry  into  execution  the  re§oIfi 
tions  of  Congress  relative  to  a  naval  armament,  be  empowered  to  draw  o&  '^ 
treasurers,  from  time  to  time,  for  an^  sums  not  exceeding  500^000  dollars,  t<r 
carrying  said  resolutions  into  execution. 

Mesoived,  That  the  delegates  of  Viipnia  and  Maryland  be  a  committee^ 
prepare  instructions  for  col.  Irvine. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  captain  Motte,  brought  in  a  Tcp«^ 
which  was  read. 

Th^  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  tliere  is  due  to  Josiah  Fe88eaden.f«J 
ridins;  express  three  times  to  tne  camp  at  Cambrid^,  and  once  to  Rhode-Islas^ 
and  for  expenses  and  horse  hire,  a  balance  amountinii;  to  126  dollars. 

To  Daniel  King,  for  36  days'  hire  of  a  sulky  for  said  J.  Fesaenden,thc5a* 
of  18  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Capt.  White-E^es,  a  Delaware  chief,  who  came  down  with  the  commission 
ers  for  Indian  afiairs  in  the  middle  department,  being  introduced  to  Coogre 
the  president  addressed  him  in  the  following  manner : 


ITS* 
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«<  Brother  Captain  White  Etes, 

We  are  riad  to  see  you,  and  we  bid  jott  welcomb  to  this  council  fir««  kindled 
for  all  the  United  Colonies. 

We  hare  heard  of  your  friendship  for  jour  brethren,  the  white  people*  and 
how  useful  you  have  been  in  preserving  peace  and  harmony  between  your  na-* 
tionand  us,  and  we  thank  you  for  those  services. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  Dela wares  intend  to  embrace  Christianity.  We 
will  send  you,  according  to  your  desire,  a  minister  and  a  school -master  to  in* 
struct  you  in  the  princij^es  of  religion,  and  other  parts  of  useful  knowledge. 

We  shall  be  happy  in  improving  every  opportunity  that  shall  offer  for  conr 
vincinff  your  nation,*and  all  other  nations  of  IndianSt  of  our  friendly  disposition 
towards  them. 

Before  you  leave  this  city»  we  will  give  you  some  particular  testimony  of  our 
renrd  for  you.'* 

The  Cot^-ess*  taldng;  into  consideration  tiie  report  of  the  committee  who 
conferred  with  capt.  Motte, 

Upon  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  officers  be  distributed  in  such  places 
as  are  most  agreeable  to  themselves,  observing  always  the  former  resolutions  of 
Congress  on  this  subject,  and  that  the  officers  and  privates  be  not  stationed  in 
the  same  places,  until  the  further  orders  of  Congress. 

ReBohedf  That  a  committee  of  tiiree  be  appointed  to  confer  with  major  Preo* 
ton,  and,  with  him,  fii  on  jm  asent  to  negotinte  his  bills,  andL  with  the  monev 
arising  from  the  sale  of  said  buls,  to  supply  the  prisoners  taken  at  St.  John's 
with  clothing  and  other  necessaries. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Bfr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  8.  Adams. 
Eesohed,  That  the  privates  who  are  prisoners,  and  have  been  left  by  captain 
Motte  at  Lancaster,  be  allowed  to  remain  in  that  place  till  the  further  orders 
of  Congress. 

Bemvedt  That  a  sum  notexceedins;  80  dollars  be  paid  to  capt.  Motte,  1>eittg 
so  much  advanced  and  paid  by  him  for  necessaries  to  his  men  in  ccmdncting 
the  prisoners. 

JBusolvedt  That  the  distribution  of  the  prisoners  made  by  captain  Motte  be 
approved. 

Mesolved,  That  it  be  a  standing  rule  of  Congress,  that  no  person  be  allowed 
to  make  any  motion  after  twelve  o'clock,  without  special  leave,  until  the  orders 
of  the  day  are  either  determined  or  put  off  to  anotner  day. 

A  petition  from  sundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  and  read : 
Raalvedy  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 
The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Mr.  Beveridge  was  referred,  brong^ 
in  thtsir  report,  which  was  read. 
Orderea,  To  lie  on  the  table. 
.  Tlie  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Dsoemkr  18,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  major  PrestoUi^  r^rted  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  that  tney  had  not  yet  come  to  a  conclusion  with  him  on  the  mat- 
ter given  them  in  charee. 

J&8olvedj  That  major  Preston  have  leave  to  go  with  captain  Motte  to  Lan- 
caster, and  to  remain  there  ten  days,  if  he  chuse  to  tarry  so  long. 

J^esolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  relive  to  the  disposal 
of  the  prisoners,  and  of  the  parole  to  be  signed  by  the  officers,  be  sent  to  the 
comnaittee  of  inspection  of  Lancaster ;  and  that  an  order  issue  to  the  said  com- 
mittee to  take  the  parole  of  the  officers  there,  and  transmit  the  same  to  Con* 
gresn. 
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Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  &Tor  of  capttin 
Sdward  Motte,  for  the  farther  sum  of  80  dollars,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the 
same. 

Sundry  affidavits  from  Wyoming,  relative  to  disturbances  tiiere,  between 
the  people  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsjlvania,  being  laid  before  the  Congrea 
and  read. 

After  debate,  Btsolved,  That  t)^  consideration  of  this  matter  be  referml 
till  to-morrow. 

Letters  from  general.  Schuyler,  with  sundry  letters  and  papers  enclosed, 
being  received,  were  read. 

Besolved, ,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr.  Jefferson* 

The  sundry  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pos^Kmed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  December  19,  1775. 

Resolvedy  That  the  committee  of  safety  of  Penn8;^lVania  be  requested  id 
supply  the  armed  vessels,  which  are  nearly  ready  to  sail,  with  four  tons  of  gan- 
powder,  at  the  continental  expense. 

That  the  said  committee  be  requested  to  procure  and  lend  the  said  vessek 
as  many  stands  of  small  arms  as  they  can  spare,  not  exceeding  400,  to  be  repaid 
by  the  Consress  either  in  kind  or  value,  as  the  committee  may  desire. 

That  if  tne  powder  and  arms  that  may  be  supplied  and  lent  to  the  continciit 
for  the  use  of  the  said  armed  vessels,  sliall  not  be  replaced  on  or  before  tiie  fint 
day  of  February  next,  the  Congress  engases  that  their  whole  influence  and 
authori^  shall  tlien  be  exerted  immediateTv,  to  re{)lace  the  same»  by  procurisg 
powder  and  arms  from  some  other  part  of  tne  continent. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  powder  supplied  and  lent  to  tlie  continent  by  the  citj 
of  New- York,  shall  not  be  replaced  on  or  before  the  first  of  February  next,  the 
Congress  engages  that  their  whole  influence  and  authority  shall  then  be  exerted 
immeiUately  to  replace  the  same,  by  providing  powder  from  some  other  part  of 
the  continent. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resumed  the  conuderatioa 
of  the  general's  letter,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  second  resi^a- 
tion  in  their  former  report,  which  was  re-committed,  and  thereupon  came  to  the 
following  resolution : 

Besolvedy  That  all  transport  vessels  in  the  same  service,  havine  on  board 
any  troops,  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  provisions,  military  or  naviQ  stores  of 
what  kind  soever,  and  all  vessels  to  whomsoever  belonnn^,  that  shalLbe  em- 
ployed in  carrying  provisions  or  other  necessaries  to  the  British  army  or  amies, 
or  navy,  that  now  are  or  shall  hereafter  be  within  any  of  the  United  Colonics* 
or  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandises,  for  the  use  of  such  fleet  and  army,  shiii 
be  liable  to  seizure,  and,  with  their  caigoes,  shall  be  confiscated. 

The  committee  on  the  qualifications  of  officers  applying,  &c.  brought  in  i 
report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 
'  The  committee  on  the  state  of  Virginia,  brought  in  their  report,  which  beijig 
read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington  beins  received,  was  read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clocic  to-morrow.  * 

'   WEDNESDAY,  December  20, 1775. 

The  committee  of  cUims  report,  that  there  is  due  to  sundry  persons  fer  ne- 
cessaries  furnished  to  the  rifle  companies  in  Vi^nia,  the  sum  of  640.$  dolltfft 
and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Rutherford. 
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To  Rebecca  Reynolds,  for  horse  hire,  the  sum  of  6.9  dollars,  and  the  same 
ought  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wisner,  esq. 
Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Besolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  favor  of  the  reverend 
Mr.  Elihu  Spencer,  and  the  reverend  Mr.  Alexander  M^Whorter,  who  have 
undertaken  to  |o  to  North-Carolina,  for  the  sum  of  120  dollars  each,  being 
three  months'  advance,  they  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
petition  of  David  Be veridse,  which  was  agreed  to:  Whereupon, 

Eesolvedy  That  the  said  petition  is  unreasonable :  Resolved,  nevertheless, 
that  for  the  more  speedy  arming  these  colonies^  the  said  David  Beveridge  be 
permitted  to  export  a  cargo  of  the  produce  of  America  (live  stock  and  lumber 
excepted)  to  any  part  of  toe  world,  except  Great  Britain,  the  British  Islands, 
Ireland,  or  the  British  West-Indies,  on  his  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  security, 
in  double  the  amount  of  the  said  cargo,  to  the  clmirman  of  the  committee  of  in- 
spection of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  or  to  such  persons  as  the 
said  committee  shall  appoint)  that  he  will  import,  into  these  colonies,  by  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said  cargo,  in  arms, 
ammumtion,  or  satt-petre,  and  shall  dispose  of  the  same  to  the  Congress,  for 
the  use  of  the  United  Colonies,  at  such  reasonable  prices,  as  by  the  committee 
of  inspection  of  the  place  in  which  the  vessel  shall  arrive,  shall  be  ascertained 
and  determined. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  general'a  letters,  and  there- 
upon came  to  the  following  resolution ; 

JResolved,  That  the  several  vessels  heretofore  taken  and  carried  into  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, by  the  armed  vessels  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  be 
proceeded  against  by  the  rules  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  libelled  in  the  courts 
of  admiralty  erected  in  said  colony. 

The  Confess,  taking  into  consideration  the  dispute  between  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,^  on  the  waters  of  Susquelianna,  came  to  the 
Ibl  lowing  resolution : 

Whereas  a  dispute  subsists  between  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  colony  of 
Connecticut,  settled  under  the  claim  of  the  said  colony,  on  the  lands  near 
Wyoming,  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  and*  in  the  Delaware  country,  and  the 
inhabitants  settled  under  the  claim  of  the  proprietors  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
dispute,  it  is  apprehended,  will,  if  not  suspended  during  the  present  troubles 
in  these  colonies,  be  productive  of  pernicious  consequences,  which  may  be 
yerj  prejudicial  to  the  common  interest  of  the  United  Colonies ;  therefore, 

Jxesolvedj  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  anc^  it  is  accordingly  re- 
commended, tliat  tlie  contending  parties  immediately  cease  all  hostilities,  and 
avoid  every  appearance  of  force,  until  the  dispute  can  be  legally  decided ;  that 
all  the  property  taken  and  detained,  be  restored  to  the  original  owners ;  that 
no  interruption  be  given  by  either  party  to  the  free  passine  and  repassing  of 
persons  benaving  themselves  peaceaoly  through  the  disputed  territory,  as  well 
by  land  as  water,  without  molestation  of  either  persons  or  property ;  that  all 
persons  seized  and  detained  on  account  of  said  dispute,  on  either  side,  be  dis- . 
missed  and  permitted  to  so  to  their  t^pective  homes ;  and  that,  things  being  ^ 
put  in  the  same  situation  tney  Were  before. the  late  unhappy  contest,  they  con-  * 
tinue  to  behave  themselves  peaceably  on  their  respective  possessions  and  im- 
provements, until  a  legal  decision  can  be  had  on  said  dispute,  or  this  Congress 
shall  take  further  ordeh  thereon ;  and  nothing  herein  done  shall  be  construed 
ji  prejudice  of  the  claim  of  either  party. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

THURSDAY,  December  21,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  an  authentic  copy  of  the  resolution  passed  yesterday,  rela- 
ive  to  the  dispute  between  the  people  of  Connecticut  and  Fennsylvania,  be 
ransmitted  to  the  contending  parties. 
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The  conventiMi  of  Mtr  jlaad  having  added  two  new  members  to  their  dele- 
gates, one  of  them  attending,  producei  the  credentiaU  of  their  appointnent, 
which  were  read,  and  are  aa  follows : 

<*  Amnapolis  (MAmTUkND.)  Iw  PaoviirciAi.  Cosyurrioii)  D^ckmbkb  9,  1775. 

**  Resohed,  That  Robert  Alexander  and  John  Rof^era,  eM|n-  t«>getlier  witfi 
those  already  appointed,  be  deputies  to  represent  this  province  id  the  Caati- 
Hental  Congress,  and  that  the  said  deputies,  or  any  three  or  more  of  thciB»hafe 
fill!  and  ample  power  to  consent  and  agree  to  all  measures,  which  aoch  Coa- 
gress  shall  deem  necessary  and  efie^tnal  to  obtain  a  redresa  of  Americaa 

grievances,  and  be  aathoriKed  to  represent  and  act  for  this  province  in  aay 
ontineatal  Congress^  which  may  be  held  before  the  SSth  day  of  March  next 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

G.  DUVALXi,  deHk." 

llie  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
qualiftcatioDs  of  officers  appIyinfi^  &c.  and  the  same  bein^  debated,  ^ 

Reiolved,  That  forty  iron  pots  be  provided  for  the  soldiers,  while  in  the  bar- 
racks near  Philadelphia. 

Besolved,  That  tne  commissioned  officers  of  each  company  be  allowed,  eve- 
ry week,  a  quarter  of  a^  cord  of  hickory,  or  other  wood  in  pro|)ortion. 

BeBolvedt  That  there  be  provided  for  the  battalion  raised  in  Pennsjlvaliia, 
one  hundred  haversacks,  a  camp  kettle  for  every  six  men,  a  tomahawk,  can- 
teen, cartouch  box,  knapsack,  and  two  belts  for  each  man. 
'  Mmdved,  That  a  coat  of  uniform  be  provided  for  each  soldier,  and  that  what 
{he  coat  cost  more  than  the  hunting  shirt,  which  was  to  have  been  given  them, 
be  deducted  from  their  waees. 

JRem^ved,  That  the  said  battalion  be  paid  one  month's  pay  as  soon  as  mar 
be,  that  afterwards  the^  receive  monthly  half  a  month's  pay  only,  antfl  i 
much  is  retained,  as  will  amount  to  the  money  advanced  for  their  fire  anus, 
dothinc,  &c.  after  which  they  shall  receive  their  full  pay  monthly. 

Memvedf  Thatlt  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  provide  arms,  for  the  three  companies  which  are  ordered  to  march ; 
and  also  to  provide  the  articles  ordered  above  fpr  the  use  of  the  said  battalioe, 
and  likewise  to  furnish  the  said  battalion  with  drums,  colors  and  fifes. 

Dr.  James  Holmes  was  chosen  surgeon  to  colonel  Maxwell's  regiment. 

Matthi«3  Halsted  was  elected  quarter-roaster  to  lord  Sterling's  regiment. 

JBesoIverf,  That  the  committee  on  the  qualifications  of  officers,  &c.  lie  direct- 
ed to  procure  proper  medicine-chests  for  the  battalion  raised  in  Pennsylvanis 
and  New-Jersey. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  iato 
consideration  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  rdlative 
to  an  attack  on  Boston,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  re- 
sumed tiie  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into 
consideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  determina- 
tion thereon,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again* 

Bfsolved^  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow  morning,  resolve  itself  into  a 
eommittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  const<^ration,.  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference,  relative  to  the  attack  on  Boston. 

Besolwd,  That  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  be  a  committee 
to  consider  what  allowance  should  be  made  to  the  officers  who  are  prisoners, 
for  their  support. 

Begolvedf  That  Mr.  Re^nville,  a  Canadian  prisoner  at  Trenton,  be  permit- 
tad  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  the  orders  of  Congress. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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FRIDAY,  December  22,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  14th:  also  a  letter  from  lord  Sterling 
of  the  same  date,  and  a  letter  from  captain  Livingston,  being  received,  were 
read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fit  out  armed  vessels,  laid  before  Congress  a 
list  of  the  oifioere  by  them  appointed,  agreeable  to  the  powers  to  them  given 
hy  Congress,  viz. 

Ezek  Hopkins,  esq.  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet. 

Dudley  Saltonstall,  captain  of  the  Alfred. 

Abrahlim  Whipple,  ca{>tain  of  the  Columbus. 

Nicholas  Biddle,  captain  of  the  Andrew  Doria. 

John  Burrows  Hopkins,  captain  of  the  Cabot. 

First  lieutenants.  John  Paul  Jones,  Rhodes  Arnold, Stansbury,  Her- 

«ted  Hacker,  Jonathan  Pitcher. 

Second  lieutenants.  Benjamin  Seabury,  Joseph  Olney,  Elisha  Warner, 
Thomas  Weaver, M'Doogall. 

Third  lieutenants.    John  Fanning,  Ezekiel  Burroughs,  Daniel  Yaughan. 

Retudved,  That  the  pay  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet  be  125  dollars 
per  calendar  month. 

Eesolvedt  That  commissions  be  granted  to  the  above  officers  agreeable  to 
their  rank  in  the  above  appointment. 

Mesolved,  That  the  committee  for  fitting  out  armed  vessels,  issue  warrants 
to  all  officers  employed  in  the  fleet  under  tiie  rank  of  tliird  lieutenants. 

Eesohxd,  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  (as  a  secret  committee) 
to  give  such  instructions  to  the  commander  of  the  fleet,  touchinff  the  opera- 
tions of  the  ships  under  his  command,  as  shall  appear  to  the  said  committee 
inoet  conducive  to  the  defence  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  the  distress  of 
the  enemy's  naval  forces  and  vessels  brinang  supplies  to  their  fleets  and 
armies,  and  lay  such  instructions  before  the  Congress  when  called  for. 

SiKolved^  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  consider  how  the  shares 
of  the  prizes  allotted  to  the  captors  ought  to  be  divided  between  the  officers 
and  men,  and  report  to  Congress. 

Retohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Indians 
lately  arrived,  and  report  to  Congress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wytiie,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Con^ss  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  consideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference  relative  to  an  attack  on  Boston,  and  after  some  time  spent 
thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the 
committee  haa  taken  into  consideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  had 
come  to  a  resolution  thereon,  which  he  was  ready  to  report.  The  report  of  the 
committee  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Hesofoed,  Tli^t  if  general  Washington  and  his  council  of  war  should  be 
of  opinion,  that  a  successful  attack  may  be  made  on  the  troops  in  Boston,  he 
do  it  in  any  manner  he  may  think  expedient,  notwithstanding  the  town  and  pro- 
perty in  it  may  thereby  be  destroyed. 

Iuadi>edp  That  the  quarter-master  general  have  the  rank  of  a  colonel  in  the 
army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 
To  Beniamm  Harrison,  esq.  for  his  expenses  in  his  late  journey  to  Maryland, 
the  sum  of  72.4  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Orderedj  That  the  examination  of  Connolly  and  the  others  taken  with  him, 
alto  the*  papers  found  in  the  said  ConnoUv's  possession,  be  printed. 

Re6olvea»  That  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Jay,  and 
Mr.  Deane,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  journals,  and  lay  before  Congress  a 
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list  of  the  matters  therein  that  are  unfinished,  and  which  are  proper  to  be  act- 
ed upon. 
Aajoumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Decmher  23,  1775. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling  of  the  19th,  being  received,  was  read. 

A  petition  from  Seth  Paddock,  master  of  the  sloop  Majflower,  and  Sylvanvs 
Coffin,  master  of  the  schooner  Dollj,  of  the  island  of  Nantuckel^  was  present- 
ed  t9  Congress  and  read  : 

Besolvm,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and 
that  it  be  an  instruction  to  said  committee,  toenqaire  what  quantity  of  pro- 
visions and  fuel  is  necessary  for  the  annual  internal  consumption  of  tne  inha- 
bitants of  said  island  of  r^antuoket,  and  what  quantity  has  been  exported 
from  the  different  ports  of  the  United  Colonies,  during  the  present  month  of 
December. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  M^Kean,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Sherman* 

One  of  tiie  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  and  confer  witk 
general  Schuyler,  being  returned,  laid  before  Congress  a  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

ToEphraim  Blaine,  for  expenses  incurred  by  the  treaty  with  tiie  Weston 
Indians,  and  paid  by  him,  the  sum  of  £5SS  19  4,  and  that  there  is  due  to 
Ephraim  Steel,  for  sundries  furnished  two  rifle  companies,  the  sum  of  jS  14  8, 
wnich  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  s^id  Blaine ;  and  also  4s  8,  due  to  John  M^Kee, 
of  which  two  last  sums  tliere  ougdt  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  the  aiim  of 
^5»  13.3  dollars,  for  the  two  cwt.  lead,  and  the  remainder  to  the  companies 
respectively,  tlie  whole  being  1462.9  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  application  from  the  convention  of  the  colony 
of  New-York,  for  the  loan  of  £  45,000  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report; 
which  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Notwithstanding  it  appears  to  this  committee  that  the  credit  of  the  colcmy 
of  New- York  is  unquestionable,  and  their  application  for  the  loan  of  ^45,000 
was  suggested  by  disinterested  principles,  yet,  that  it  would  not  be  aloTiaahle, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  for  the  Congress  to  make  the  loan  proposed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  me  Indians,  made  report  of  their 
proceedings,  which  was  read. 

Whereas  the  colony  of  Connecticut  has,  by  a  certain  act  of  tlieir  assembly,  it- 
solved  that  no  further  settlements  be  made  on  the  lands  disputed  between 
them  and  Pennsylvania,  without  license  from  the  said  assembly. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  totlie  colony  of  Connecticut  not  to  intro- 
duce any  settlers  on  the  said  lands  till  tlie  further  order  of  this  Congress*  un- 
til the  said  dispute  shall  be  settled. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  ^treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  being 
read,  and  in  part  debated. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  articles  are  necessary  for  the  ar- 
my, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Peter  Berton  was  referred,  broag^t 
in  their  report^  which  being  read,  was  aereed  to,  and  is  as  foUbws : 

That,  after  mature  consideration  had  thereon,  they  are  of  opinion  that  it 
is  not  advisable  or  proper  for  the  Congress  to  grant  the  prayer  oi  the  aaid  pe* 
tition. 

Ordered^  That  the  debates  of  Pennsylvania  C|J1  on  the  treasurers,  and  en- 
quire of  them  what  sum  olhard  money  tiiey  have  collected,  and  report  to  Con* 
gress. 
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Beaolvedf  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Indians  conclude 
their  conference  with  them  by  returning  them  a  friendly  answer,  and  making 
them  a  small  present* 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  journal,  &c.  laid  before  Congress 
a  list  of  the  several  matters  therein,  which  are  yet  unfinished. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  committees  to  wnom  any  matters  are  referred^ 
conclude  their  business  with  all  convenient  despatch,  and  report  to  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  second  paragraph  in  general  Schuyler's  letter,  relative  to 
the  measures  taken  by  the  ministerial  agents,  to  engage  the  Indians  in  a  war 
with  these  colonies,  be  published. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Tuesday  next. 

TUESDAY.  December  26,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  general  Washington,  of  the  14th  and  16tl),  witii  one  en« 
closed  from  Dr.  Morgan,  a  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  of  the  20tii,  with  a 
resolution  of  the  assembly  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  also  a  letter  from  sun- 
dry masters  of  vessels,  dated  Guadaloupe,  September  19,  being  received,  were 
read. 

The  deputy  muster-master  general  sent  to  Congress  the  muster  rolls  of  the 
Pennsylvania  battalion  by  him  mustered. 

Resolvedj  That  the  deputy  muster-master  be  directed  to  repair  to  New- Jer- 
sey, and  muster  the  battalions  raised  in  that  colony,  and  make  return  to  Con- 
gress. 

Resolved,  That  Friday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  opening  the  ports  of  the  United  Colonies  after  the  Ist  day  of  March 
next. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  state 
of  the  treasury,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  an  estimate  hath  lately  been  formed  of  .the  public  expense  already 
arisen,  and  which  may  accrue  in  the  defence  of  America,  to  the  10th  day  of 
June  next,  in  pursuance  whereof  this  Congress,  on  the  29th  of  November,  re- 
solved that  a  farther  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted  in  bills  of 
credit. 

Resolved,  That  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  be  pledged  for  the  redemption 
of  the  bills  of  credit  so  directed  to  be  emitted. 

That  each  colony  provide  ways  and  means  to  sink  its  proportion  of  said  bills, 
in  such  manner  as  may  be  most  effectual,  and  best  adapted  to  the  condition, 
circumstances,  and  equal  mode  of  levving  taxes  in  each  colony. 

That  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  respective  colony  be  determined  accord- 
ing to  tiie  number  of  inhabitants,  of  all  ages,  including  negroes  and  mulattoes 
in  each  colony. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  assemblies,  conventions,  or  councils^ 
or  committees  of  safety  of  the  respective  colonies,  to  ascertain,  by  the  most  im- 
partial and  effectual  means  in  their  power,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each 
respective  colony,  taking  care  that  the  lists  be  authenticated  b  v  the  oaths  of  the 
several  persons  who  shall  be  entrusted  with  this  service;  and  that  the  said  as^ 
semblies,  conventions,  councils,  or  committees  of  safety,  do  respectively  lay  be- 
fore this  Congress  a  return  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  their  respective  co- 
lonies, as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  procured. 

That  each  colony  pay  its  respective  quota  in  four  equal  payments ;  the  first 
to  be  made  oh  or  before  the  last  day  of  November,  1783 ;  the  second,  on  or  be- 
fore the  last  day  of  November,  1784 ;  the  third,  on  or  before  the  last  clay  of  No- 
vember, 1785 ;  and  the  fourth  or  last,  on  or  before  the  last  daj  of  November, 
1786 ;  and  that,  for  this  end,  the  several  assemblies  or  conventions  provide  for 
laying  and  levying  taxes  in  their  respective  colonies,  towards  sinking  the  conti- 
nental bills :  that  the  said  bills  be  received  by  the  collectors  in  payment  of  such 
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taxes,  and  be  by  the  collectors  paid  into  the  handa  of  the  pronndal  tresmren, 
with  all  such  other  moneja  as  tnej  maj  receive  in  lieu  of  thecontiiieBtal  bills; 
which  other  moneys  the  proTincial  treasurers  shall  endeavor  to  set  excliaiipd 
for  continental  bifls ;  and  where  that  cannot  be  done,  shall  iend  to  the  conti- 
nental treasurers  the  deficiency  in  silver  and  gold^  with  the  bills,  makinK  ap 
the  quota  to  be  sunk  in  that  year ;  takinccare  to  cut,  by  a  circular  p^nck  «  aa 
inch  diameter,  an  hole  in  such  bills,  and  to  cross  the  same,  therebv  to  render 
them  unpassable,  though  the  sum  or  value  is  to  remain  fairly  iMble  ;  unI  the 
continental  treasurers,  as  fast  as  they  receive  the  said  ouotas,  shiuly  vritk  die  as- 
sistance of  a  committee  of  five  peirsons,  to  be  appointeabv  the  Concrete,  if  sit- 
tins,  or  by  the  assembly  or  convention  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  exaatine 
and  count  the  continental  bills,  and^in  the  presence  of  the  said  committee,  ban 
and  destroy  tiiem ;  and  the  silver  and  ^Id  sentthem  to  make  u]>  the  deficien- 
cies of  quotas,  they  shall  retain  in  their  hands,  until  demanded  in  redemption 
of  continental  bills,  that  may  be  brought  to  them  for  that  purpose,  which  otils, 
so  redeemed,  they  shall  also  bum  and  destroy  in  the  presence  of  the  said  com- 
mittee ;  and  the  treasurers,  whenever  they  have  silver  and  gold  in  tiieir  hands 
for  the  redemption  of  continental  bills,  shall  advertise  the  same,  sig;nifpng  that 
they  are  ready  to  give  gold  or  silver  for  such  bills,  to  all  persons  requiring  it  ia 
exchange. 

The  reports  of  the  committees  on  general  Schuyler's  letters,  and  the  report 
of  the  committee  sent  to  Ticonderoga,  beine  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  M'Keao, 
Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr*  Langdon. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  paragraph  of  leid 
Sterling's  letter  to  the  Conrress,  complaining  that  several  of  his  recruits  had 
been  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  trifling  debts,  being  taken  into  considentkiD> 
was  agreed  to  asf  ollows : 

Whereas  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  divers  persons,  either  from  inat- 
tention to  the  public  good,  or  with  desini  to  retard  the  recruiting  service,  have 
arrested  and  imprisoned,  for  very  trifling  debts,  many  soldiers,  who  had  en- 
gaged to  risque  tneir  lives  in  defence  of  the  liberties  oi  America;  and,  an  it  has 
always  been  found  necessary,  in  time  of  war,  to  regulate  and  restrain  a 
practice  of  such  pernicious  tendency,  and  in  such  cases,  to  abate  the  rigoor 
of  tlie  law: 

Resolved,  tlierefore,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  ia 
these  colonies,  whether  assemblies  or  conventions,  to  pass  acts  or  ordinances, 
prohibiting  the  arrests  of  continental  soldiers  for  small  debts ;  and  in  order  that 
the  same  rule  may  pervade  all  the  colonies,  that  no  soldier  be  arrested  at  (he 
suit  of  any  of  his  creditors,  unless  the  said  creditor  make  oath,  that  the  said 
soldier  is  justly  indebted  to  hiim  in  the  sum  of  thirty-five  dollara  over  and 
above  all  discounts ;  and  that  the  estate  of  no  such  soldier  be  liable  to  attach- 
ment at  the  suit  of,  or  for  the  benefit  of  all  his  creditors,  unless  their  d^its  n 
tlie  whole,  on  being  ascertained  by  tl)eir  oaths,  shall  amount  to  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  letters  received  from  lord  Sterling,  be  refenredts 
a  committee  of  three,  who  are  directed  to  report  an  answer. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  W.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Jay. 

Resolved,  That  the  battalion  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  be  supplied  widi  gua- 
brushes,  prickers,  double-worms,  screw-drivers,  and  oil ;  anil  that  it  be  re- 
commenaed  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  the  said  colony  to  proi^de  the 
same. 

Whereas  this  Congress,  by  a  resolution  passed  the  15th  day  of  July  last, 
did  direct  that  every  vessel  importing  into  these  colonies,  {^n*powder,  salt- 
petre, sulphur,  and  other  military  stores  therein  specified,  within  nine  monthi 
from  the  uato  thereof,  should  be  permitted  to  load  and  expert  the  produce  ef 
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these  colonieS)  to  the  valae  of  such  powder  and  stores  aforesaid,  liie  non-ex- 
portation agreement  notwithstandine,  bj  permits  from  the  committees  of  the 
several  colonies ;  to  the  end»  thererore,  that  this  Congress  may  be  the  better 
informed  of  the  quantity  of  militarj  stores,  which  are  or  shall  oe  so  imported, 
and  of  the  produce  exported  in  consequence  of  the,  resolution  aforesaia. 

Risolvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  ail  committees  by  whom  anj  permits, 
under  the  said  resolution*  have  been  or  maj  be  granted,  to  transmit  to  this 
CoDg;res8,  from  time  to  time,  a  true  account  of  the  militarj  stores,  &c*  import- 
ed, aad  of  the  produce  exported,  with  the  price  and  value  of  both. 

Ordered^  That  nie  foregoing  resolution  be  published. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  to  iient.  col.  Irvine  brought 
in  a  draught,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  ST,  1775. 

A  letter  of  the  '21st  from  the  committee  of  inspection  of  the  town  of  Lan- 
caster, enclosing  the  paroles  of  the  officers  there,  being;  received,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  captain 
Hf  otte,  and  consult  with  him  on  the  best  method  of  providing  the  guard  under 
his  command  with  provisions  on  their  return  home. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Cushing,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

The  Congress  then  t6ok  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  state  of  Virginia,  and  after  debate,  the  farther  consideration  thereof,  at  the 
request  of  a  colony,  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  captain  Motte,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

iliat  they  find  some  of  said  euard  have  upwards  of  240  miles  to  march :  that 
thej  will  be  content  with  eight  dollars  each,  and  bear  .their  own  expenses  to 
their  respective  homes,  or  to  be  supplied  by  a  commissary^or  any  other  way  as 
the  Congress  shall  judge  best 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  said  guard  receive  a  sum  not 
exceeding  eight  dollars  each,  in  lieu  of  all  other  povision  for  their  return : 
therefore. 

Resolved^  That  captain  Motte  be  empowered  to  pay  to  his  guard  tor  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  a  sum  not  exceeding  eight  dollars  to  any  one,  according  to 
their  respective  distances,  and  that  he  return  to  the  committee  of  claims,  a  lipt 
of  his  men,  and  an  account  of  the  payments  to  them  made. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

THURSDAY,  Decemher  28, 1775. 
The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Sacheveral  Wood, 
the  sum  of  91.9  dollars,  for  support  of  17  men  to  the  21st  December,  who  are 
confined  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  by  order  of  Congress. 
Ordered^  That  the  samp  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor  of  6.  Wythe, 
esq.  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Indians,  for  the  sum  of 
13  1-3  dollars,  as  a  present  to  said  Indians. 

Jlesolvedj  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  favor  of  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  sum  of  8000  dollars,  for  the  use  of 
the  battalion  raised  in  said  colony,  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable  fqr 
the  same. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  state  of  Virginia  ;•  and  tliereupon  came  to  the  following  rescdution : 

jResolved,  That  six  battalions  are  necessary  to  iie  immediately  raised  in 
Virginia,  and  that  they  be  raised  accordingly,  upon  the  same  terms,  and  paid 
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ag  the  contiilental  forces  in  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  unless  the  coBTOitieir  of 
that  colonj  can  raise  them  on  better  terms. 

'The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  secret  cofmnittee, 
which  being  in  part  agreed  to« 

Besolvedl  That  the  fartherVoosideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-VMMrrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  conaideratiai 
(he  state  ot  New  York,  and  report  tliereon  to  Consress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Oeane,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  W.  Lmag- 
ston,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  captains  Paddock  and  CoiBn  wis  re- 
ferred, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Deeemher  29,  1775. 

A  petition  of  captain  Sellick.  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition,  with  the  papers  accompanying  it.  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  F.  Lee. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  being  •read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  tabFe. 

Information  being  ^Ten  to  Congress  of  a  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunitioii 
which  may  beprocured. 

Resolved,  Tnat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  fkrtker  mts 
(his  matter. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  ^hole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the  United  Colo- 
ni'es,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  coilsideration,  the  mat- 
ter  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  certain  resolutions,  which  he  was  ready 
to  report 

The  re])ort  of  the  committee  being  read,  the  Congress  took  the  same  mis 
*  consideration,  and,  thereupon,  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  colonies  of  Yir^nia,  l^aryland,  and  North-Carolina,  W 
permitted  to  export  produce  from  their  respective  colonies,  to  any  part  of  the 
world,  except  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  the  islands  of  Jersey,  Guemsej,  Sark, 
Aldernay  and  Man,  and  the  British  West-India  islands,  and  in  return  to  in- 
port  so  much  salt  from  any  part  of  (he  world,  not  prohibited  by  the  associatioo, 
as  the  conventions  or  councils  of  safetv  of  the  two  former  colonies,  mad  die 
provincial  council  of  the  other  shall  iuilge  necessary,  for  the  use  of  tiie  inhs- 
bitants  thereof,  now  suffering  ereat  distress  by  the  scarcity  of  that  necessuy 
article,  proper  caution  being  taken  to  prevent  any  abuse  of  this  indalgence,  bj 
exceeding  in  the  quantities  exported  or  imported,  and  that  no  provisions,  staves^ 
or  naval  stores  be  exported,  if  other  commodities  may  answer  tiie  purpose. 

Resolvedj  That  as  the  importation  of  any  universally  necessary  comoMNli^, 
and  the  exportation  of  our  produce,  to  purchase  the  same,  must  ^ve  a  prs- 
portionably  greater  opportuni^  to  our  enemies  of  making  depredations  on  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants  oi  these  colonies,  and  of  occasionally  distreisiig 
them  by  intercepting  such  commodities,  it  is  eamestiy  recommended  to  the 
several  assemblies  or  conventions  immediately  to  promote,  by  sufficient  public 
encouragements,  the  making  salt  in  their  reactive  colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  for^poing  resolution  be  immediately  published. 
The  committee  on  Indian  trade,  brought  in  their  report. 
The  committee  on  lord  Sterling's  letters,  also  brougnt  in  their  report. 
A  letter  of  the  16th,  from  the  committee  of  correspondence,  in  Ytrginia,  was 
laid  before  Conmss,  and  read : 
Ordered,  Tolie  on  the  table.. 
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The  order  of  the  daj  being  renewed,  and  the  several  matters  to  this  day 
referred^  being  postponed, 

Adjoomed  to  tenti'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Oee^ther  SO.  1775* 

Two  letters  from  general  Washington,  of  the  19th  and  21st,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a  letter  to  general  Howe,  and  accompanied  with  a  number  of  inter* 
cepted  letters,  being  received  and  read. 

Resolved^  That  uie  letters  from  the  general,  and  the  intercepted  letters,  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chosen.  Mr.  Ljnch.  Mr.  Hooper.  Mr.  Wythe.  Mr.  Deane» 
and  Mr.  S.  Adams- 

A  letter  from  general  Schuvler  of  the  21st,  being  received,  was  read. 

Another  letter  from  general  Washington,  dated  I4th  December,  brought  bj 
two  strangers,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read. 

Resolved^  That  this  be  referred  to  the  secret  committee,  who  are  direct- 
ed to  confer  with  the  bearers,  and  to  pursue  such  measures  as  they  may  think 
proper  for  the  interest  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Besolved,  That  major  Preston  have  leave  to  go  to  Amboy  to  visit  his  uncle 
vrho  lives  there,  and  to  remain  in  that  place  one  week,  and  then  return  to  Phi- 
ladelphia,  and  wait  the  orders  of  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  eqiiire  into  the  pounds  of  the  information,  res* 
pecting  a  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  being  to  be  procured,  report,  that 
they  have  examined  into  the  skme,  and  have  received  intelli^nce  that  a  quantity 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  other  articles  are  concealed  m  Tryon  county,  in 
which  also  there  are  several  tories  armed  and  inlisted  in  the  enemy's  service : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  communicate  this  intelli- 
gence to  general  Schuyler,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Congress,  desire^  him  to 
take  the  most  speedv  and  effectual  measures  for  securing  the  said  arms  and 
Tnilitary  stores^  ana  for  disarming  the  said  tories.  and  apprehending  their 
chiefs. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favour  of  the  said 
committee,  for  the  sum  of  forty  dollars,  for  expediting  the  business  to  them 
committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  do  immediately  count  the  sil- 
ver and  gold  in  the  treasury,  and  forward  the  same,  with  all  convenient  speed, 
under  a  guard  of  five  men.  to  general  Schuyler ;  and  that  the  persons  to  be 
sent  by  the  foregoing  committee,  accompany  said  guard. 

Resolved,  That  tke  treasurers  be  empowered  to  employ  a  broker  to  collect 
silver  and  gold,  in  exchange  for  continental  bills  of  credit 

The  committee  on  captain  Sellick's  petition,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  contents  of  the  intercepted  letters  this  day  read,  and  the 
steps  which  Congress  may  take  in  consequence  of  the  intelligence  thereby 
ffiven,'be  kept  secret  until  furtlier  orders,  exceptinft  only  that  die  delegates  of 
Virginia  and  South-Csrolina  have  leave  to  send  to  9ieir  conventions,  extracts 
of  such  parts  of  th^'said  letters,  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  the  welfare 
of  t!\^ir  colonies. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants  in  Philadelphia,  also 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  on  Monday  next. 

MONDAY.  January  1. 1776. 

A  letter  from  governor  TnimbuU,  dated  the  23d  of  December,  being  receiv* 
ed.  was  read. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  0{i  captaitt 
Sellick's  petition,  which  was,  agreed  to.  as  follows : 
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That  they  have  matnreljr  considered  the  petitton»  and  bave  examined  captain 
Simeon  Sellick  particularly  thereon,  and  are  of  opinimi,  that  the  pedtioner  be 
allowed,  as  a  compensation  for  his  expenses,  trouble,  and  risk  in  takiag  the 
goods  at  Turtlebay,  for  the  use  of  the  Uaited  Coloniea,  the  sum  of  333  dollars 
and  one-third,  ana  that  the  committee  of  Fairfield  be  directed  to  take  into  their 
possession,  for  the  use  of  the  said  colonies,  all  the  goods  taken  bj  captain  Sel- 
lick, which  are  not  already  delivered  bj  him,  and  to  forward  the  two  boxes  of 
salt-petre  now  in  cant.  SeUick's  custody,  to  the  ^wder  mill  in  Ulster  county, 
to  be  manufactured  into  gun-powder  for  the  continental  service. 

TheCowess»  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  tlie  committee  <hi  lord 
Sterling's  letters,  after  debate  thereon, 

itesMved,  That  it  be  recommitted. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  adjutant  for  the  battalion  rats- 
ed  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  ana  examined, 

John  Patterson  was  elected. 

Uesolvei^  That  the  president  si^  commissions  to  the  field  officers  appoint- 
ed by  the  provincial  Congress  of  North^Carolina,  to  command  the  two  battal- 
ions directed  to  be  raisea  in  that  colony  by  this  Con&;re8s,  and  that  such  com- 
missions bear  like  date  with  those  issued  to  tiie  said  officers  by  the  said  pio- 
vincial  Congress  of  North -Carolina. 

Meaolved,  Tliat,  in  case  of  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  or  removal  oft 
colonel  or  inferior  officer,  the  provincial  convention  of  North -Carolina,  or,  in 
their  recess,  the  provincial  council,  appoint  another  person  to  fill  up  such  va- 
cancy, until  a  commission  shall  issue  trom  this  Congress ;  and  that  the  j  retnni 
to  this  Congress  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  per<»on  or  persons  so  appointed. 

The  delegates  of  New-York  having  received  new  powers  from  their  cloven- 
tion,  laid  the  same  before  Congress,  as  follows : 

*•  Iw  Provincial  Congress,  jyiRW-Forkt  December  21, 1775. 

'<  Resolved,  That  the  present  delegates  of  this  colony,  in  Continental  Con- 

fress,  be  requested  to  make  sucli  an  arrangement  amone  themselves,  as  that 
ve  of  themonl^  continue  at  Congress,  and  represent  this,  colony  at  any  one 
time ;  and  that,  in  case  of  the  necessary  absence  of  any  one  or  two  of  the  dele- 
gates so  attending,  according  to  such  arrangement,  that  three  or  four  of  then 
be  a  quorum,  and  enabled  to  represent  the  colony  during  such  absence. 
«  A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

<'  JOHN  M'KESSON,  8eereiary.^ 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Washington,  and  tbe  in- 
tercepted letters,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which,  being  taken  ia- 
to  considenition,  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  tlie  provincial  council  of  North-CaroliBa  and 
of  Georgia,  be  reouested  to  procure  committees  of  their  several  bodies  to  repair 
immediately  to  Charleston,  and  there  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  conn- 
cil  of  salbty  of  South-Carolina,  upon  weighty  and  important  matters  relative  ip 
the  defence  and  security  of  these  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  the  British  ministnr  and  their  agents  have  medi- 
tated and  ane  preparing  to  make  attacks  upon  Charleston,*  in  South -CaroliBa, 
and  several  places  in  Virginia,  and  probably  in  North  Carolina;  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  conventions  or  committees  of  safety  of  the  two  former  co- 
lonies, and  to  the  provincial  council  of  the  other,  by  all  possible  means,  to  make 
a  vigorous  defence  and  opposition ;  and  that  it  be  farther  recommended  to  the 
committee  of  safety  of  Vimnia,  and  tlie  provincial  council  of  North*Carolioa, 
to  meet  together  and  confer  and  conduoe  upon  snch  f^rations  as  diey  n^y 
think  most  for  their  mutual  interest. 
'   Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 
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TUESDAY,  January  2, 1776. 

The  cimimittee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  James  Chambers  the  sum  of  1B5.6  dollars  for  hts  expenses  from  Cambridge. 

To  Judah  Alden  50  dollars,  adranced  on  accoont  of  expenses  in  attending 
Qie  Prendi  gentlemen. 

Ordereil,  xhat  the  above  be  paid. 

Baoi/vedy  That^neral  Schnjler  be  directed  to  have  brigadier  eeneral  Pres- 
cot,  latelr  made  prisoner  by  the  continental  forces  in  Canada,  taken  into  cus- 
tody, and  safely  and  securely  kept  until  the  farther  orders  of  this  Congress. 

Misohed^  lliat  a  copy  of  the  above  be  sent  hmmediatelj  to  general  Schuv- 
ler,  and  that  the  general  be  informed  by  letter  of  the  reasons  which  induced  the 
CoKress  to  ^e  svch  orders. 

Tne  committee  of  claims  reported^  that  tiiere  is  due  to  Egbert  Dumond,  on 
account  of  expenses  in  bringing  the  prisoners,  taken  at  St.  John's,  from  Kings- 
ton, hi  New- York  government,  to  Lancaster,  in  Pennsylvania,  the  sum  of  ^mS 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  sam^  be  paid/ 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
petition  of  captains  Paddock  and  Coffin,  and  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  not  granted. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  New-York  brought  m  their  report,  which  was 
read. 

The  report  of  captain  Motte,  with  re«ird  to  the  disposition  of  the  officers 
taken  prisoners  at  St.  John's,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  report  on  lord  Stening's  letters  was  recommit- 
ted, l>rooght  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  into  consideration,  the  Con- 
giress  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  acquaint  his  lordship,  that  the  Congress  has 
provided  a^inst  the  inconvenience  of  vexatious  arrests  of  the  men  inlisting 
m  the  continental  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  barracks  in  the  colony  of  New-Jersey  be  prepared  for 
the  receptinm  of  such  of  the  battalions  as  may  not  be  in  readiness  to  proceed 
to  New-York,  and  that  the  ministerial  troops  or  prisoners  at  present  occupy- 
ing them,  be  accommodated  in  the  said  colony,  in  such  manner,  as  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  for  said  colony,  shall  think  most  prudent  and  convenient. 

That  Mr.  Lowry,  the  commissary,  be  directed  to  supply  the  said  battalions 
witfi  stocking,  and  that  the  delegates  for  the  colony  of  rfew-Jersey,  transmit 
to  lord  Sterling  six  dozen  printed  copies  of  the  articles  of  war. 

That  considering  not  only  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  colony  of  New- 
Jersey,  for  want  of  ammunition  in  case  of  an  hostile  invasion  of  that  colony, 
but  the  evident  want  of  the  assistance  of  those  battalions  for  the  defence  of 
New- York,  where  an  attack  of  the  enemy  is  most  probably  to  be  apprehended, 
a  requisition  be  made  by  the  Congress  to  tlie  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsyl- 
Yania»  of  four  hundred  weisht  of  powder  for  the  said  battalions. 

That  the  same  fire-wood,  camp  equipage,  and  barrack  utensils  be  allowed 
to  each  of  the  New-Jersey  battalions  as  are  allowed  to  the  battalion  raised  in 
Pennsylvania. 

That  the  hundreiT  stand  of  arms  supplied  by  the  colony  of  New- York  for 
the  New-Jersey  battalions,  be  paid  for  by  the  convention  of  New -Jersey ;  and 
tiiatin  order  to  enable  the  said  convention  to  make  such  payment,  as  well 
as  to  famish  such  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  said  battalions,  as  are  yet  un- 
proviiled  with  arms,  the  farther  sum  of  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  tne  said 
convention ;  and  that  the  price  of  the  arms  be  deducted  out  of  the  wages  of 
-tfieprivates  belon^ng  to  the  said  battalions,  "   . 

Tnat  lord  Sterling  be  directed  to  seize  and  ii^tur^'afT*  the  ammunition  and 
warlike  stores  belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  tiow  are  or  hereafter  may  be  im- 
ported into  the  colony  of  New-Jersey^  and  keep  them  till  he  shall  receive  the 
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orders  of  CongreM  respecting  them :  And  farther*  that  he  do^  frouL  time  te 
time,  ffiTe  aid  and  protectioD  to  all  the  friends  of  America*  who  may  be  ea- 
plojred  in  importing  into  the  said  colony,  ammunition*  or  other  coHunoditiei 
not  prohibited  by  the  association  and  resolves  of  this  Congress. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress,  that  divers  honest  sal 
well-meaning,  but  uninformed  people  in  these  colonies,  have,  by  the  art  and 
address  of  nunisterial  agents»  been  deceived  and  drawn  into  erroneous  opinimii 
respecting  the  American  cause,  and  the  probable  issue  of  the  present  contest: 

kesohm,  'DfMt  it  be  recommended  to  the  diiferent  committeea»  and  other 
friends  to  American  liberty,  in  the  said  colonies,  to  treat  all  such  persons  witk 
kindness  and  attention ;  to  consider  them  as  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  de« 
termined  to  be  free,  and  to  view  their  errors  as  proceeding  rather  from  vant 
of  information  than  want  of  virtue  or  public  spirit;  to  explain  to  them  the 
oriicin,  nature  and*eztent  of  the  present  controversy ;  to  acquaint  them  with 
tiie  fate  of  the  numerous  petitions  presented  to  his  mi^jesty,  ss  well  br  asseia- 
blies  as  Con^p-esses,  for  reconciliation  and  redress  of  grievances  s  ancf  that  the 
last  from  this  Concress,  humbly  requesting  the  siiupe  &vor  of  bein^  hetid, 
like  all  the  others,  nas  proved  unsuccessful;  to  unfold  to  them  the  Tanoustilf 
of  administration  to  ensnare  and  enslave  usiand  the  manner  in  which  wehiit 
been  cruelly  driven  to  defend,  by  arms,  those  verv  rights^  liberties  mnd  estatci, 
which  we  and  our  forefathers  had  so  long  enjoyed  unmolested  in  the  reigns  rf 
his  present  majesty's  predecessors.  And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  all 
conventions  and  assemUies  in  these  cdonies,  liberally  to  distribute  among  die 
people,  the  proceedings  of  this  and  the  former  Congress,  the  late  apc^eches  of 
the  great  patriots  in  both  -houses  of  parliament  relative  to  American  grieTancei» 
and  such  other  phamphlets  and  l>apers  as  tend  to  elucidate  the  merits  of  the 
American  cause,  the  Congress  beii^;  fnUf  persuaded  that  the  more  oor  rigU 
to  the  enjoyment  of  our  ancient  liberties  and  privile^  is  examined,  the  mart 
just  and  necessary  our  present  opposition  to  ministeriai  tyranny  will  appear. 

And,  with  respect  to  all  such  unworthv  Americans,  as,  regardlesa  of  their 
duty  to  their  Creator,  their  country  and  tneir  posterity,  have  taken  pert  whk 
our  oppressors,  and,  influenced  by  the  hope  or  possession  of  ignominious  re- 
wards, strive  to  recommend  themselves  to  the  bounty  of  administratioo^ 
by  mirepresenting  and  traducing  the  conduct  and  principles  of  the  friends  sf 
American  liberty,  and  opposing  every  measure  formed  for  its  preservatioo  and 
security. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  diiferent  assemblies,  conventiQat 
and  committees  or  counoilsof  safety  in  the  United  Colonies,  by  the  moot  mc- 
dy  and  effectual  measures,  to  frustrate  the  mischievous  machinations,  and  n- 
strain  the  wicked  practices  of  these  men :  And  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Cos- 
f;ress,  that  they  ought  to  be  disarmed,  and  the  more  dangerous  among  tbeoi, 
either  kept  in  safe  custody,  or  bound  with  sufficient  sureties  to  their  good  be- 
naviour. 

And,  in  order  that  tlie  said  assemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  councib 
of  safety,  may  be  enabled,  with  greater  ease  and  facility  to  carry  this  re^aboB 
into  execution, 

Besohed,  That  they  be  authorized  to  call  to  their  aid,  whatever  continentsl 
troops,  statisiiedin  or  near  their  respective  colonies,  maybe  cooTenieadr 
spared  from  their  more  immediate  duty ;  and  the  commanding  officers  of  sack 
troops,^are  hereby  directed  to  afford  the  said  assemblies,  conventions, comsiit- 
tees  or  councils  of  safetv,  all  suth  assistance  in  executing  this  resolutioB,  a» 
they  may  require,  and  wmch,  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  serviceyiaay  bs 
supplied. 

Mueolvedj  That  all  detachments  of  continental  tooons,  which  may  be  ordered 
on  the  business  in  theieregspg  resolution  mentionea,  bei,  while  so  employed, 
under  the  direction  and  controul  of  the  assemblieSi  oonventtons»oo«imitteessr 
cfmncils  of  safety  aforesaid. 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  United  Colonies,  to  aid  each 
other  ^n  request  from  their  respective  assemblies,  conventions,  committees,  or 
councils  of  safety  and  coanty  committees)  on  everj  emei^ncjr,  and  to  culti- 
▼ate,  cherish  ana  increase  the  present  happj  and  necessary  union,  by  a  con* 
tinual  interchange  of  mutual  sood  offices. 

And  whereas  the  execrable  Darbarity,  with  which  this  unhappy  war  has  been 
conducted  on  die  part  of  our  enemies,  such  as  burning  our  ddenceless  towns 
and  vilJa^s,  exposing  their  inhabitants,  without  regard  to  sex  or  age,  to  all 
the  miseries  which  loss  of  property,  the  rigour  of  the  season,  and  inhuman  de- 
vastation can  inflict,  exciting  domestic  insurrections  and  murders,  bribing  sav- 
ages to  desolate  our  firontiers,  and  casting  such  of  us  as  the  fortune  of-  war  has 
put  in  their  power,  into  gaols,  there  to  languish  in  irons  and  in  want,  compel- 
ling the  inhabitants  of  Boston^  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  to  remain  confined 
witiiin  the  town,  exposed  to  the  insolence  of  the  soldierjr,  and  other  enor- 
mities, at  the  mention  of  which  decency  and  humanity  will  ever  blush,  may 
justly  provoke  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies  to  retaliate. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  them,,  to  continue  mindful  that  humani- 
ty ought  to  distinguish  the  brave,  that  cruelty  should  find  no  admission  amone 
a  free  people,  and  to  take  care  that  no  page  in  the  annals  of  America  be  stained 
by  a  recital  of  any  action  which  justice  or  Christianity  may  condemn,  and  to 
rest  assured  that  whenever  retaliation  may  be  necessary  or  tend  to  their  securi- 
ty, this  Congress^  will  undertake  the  disagreeable  task. 

Resolvedj  That  the  assemblies,  conventions,  or  committees,  or  councils  of 
safety,  be  requested  forthwith  to  transmit  to  this  Congress,  copies  of  all  the 
fietitions,  memorials,  and  remonstrances,  which  have  been,  by  the  respective 
colonies,  presented  to  the  throne,  or  either  house  of  parliament,  since  the  year 
1762,  ana  that  they  also  inform  the  Congress,  whether  any  and  what  answers 
were  pven  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Bartiett  be  appointed  one  of  the  committee  of  claims, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Langdon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Cushkg, 
who  h^ve'leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-monrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Janmry  3,  1776. 

A  letter  firom  general  Washington,  dated  the  25th  of  December,  with  sun* 
dry  papers  encloMd,  was  read.  ^ 

The  committee  of  safety  for  Pennsylvania,  having  recommended  sundry 
gentlemen  to  be  field  officers  of  the  four  battalions  ordered  to  be  raised  in 
said  colony,  the  Coneress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  colonels,  and  the 
iMillots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen: 

Arthur  Bt«  Clair,  esq.  John  Shee,  esq.  Anthony  Wayne,  esq.  Robert 
Manw,  esq. 

The  Congress,  .taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  secret  committee, 
came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Besriv^t  That  the  followii^  goods  and  stores  ouf^t  to  be  imported  as  soon 
as  possible,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies,  viz. 

60,000  striped  Uankets. 

120,000  yards  of  6-4  clodis,  brown  and  blue,  from  Ss.  to  6s.  ster. 

10,000  yards  of  do.  different  colours,  for  facings,  at  4s. 

3,000  pieces  of  duffils,  or  some  such  cloth. 

100  m.  sorted  needles. 

50  m.  do.  nonefine. 

10  m.  do.  for  sail  cloth. 

3,000  pieces  of  raven's  duck-. 

3,000  pieces  ticklenbugs. 

1 ,500  pieces  ouiaburgs. 
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I9OOO  pieces  vitrej. 

4,000  pieced  Ilambtirg  dowlas. 

20,000  stand  of  arms. 

dOO  tons  of  lead. 

1,000,000  of  flints. 

1,500  boxes  of  tin,  and  wire  properly  sorted  for  it. 

'Medicines,  surgeons'  instnimeDts,  lint  and  iMUidages,  in  tiie  wholes  to  the 
amount  of  £  2,000  sterling. 

500  sheets  of  copper  of  different  sorts. 

Resolved^  That  the  secret  committee  be  empowered  and  directed  to  jiamie 
the  roost  effectual  measures  for  importing  the  foregoing  articles. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  this  report  be  postponed. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  tliat  there  is  due, 

To  captain  fidward  Motte,  for  expenses,  &c.  in  conducting  the  prisoners 
taken  at  St.  John's,  from  Kingston,  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  to  iJmcastfr, 
in  Pennsjlvania,  a  balance  of  367.7  dollars. 

To  Robert  firwin,  wagon-master,  for  carriage  of  clothing  and  mediciiwsts 
Dobb's  ferry  and  to  Cambridge,  22S.6  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  New-York,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  whidi 
beine  taken  into  consideration,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Queen's  county,  in  the  cohmy  «f 
New-York,  being  incapable  of  resolving  to  live  and  die  freemen,  and  beint 
more  disposed  to  quit  their  liberties  than  part  with  the  little  proportion  « 
their  property  necessary  to  defend  them,  have  deserted  the  Amencmn  cnAse*  kf 
refusing  to  send  deputies  as  usual  to  the  convention  of  that  colony ;  and  avow- 
ing by  a  public  declaration,  an  unmanly  desien  of  remaining  inactive  opedi- 
tors  of  the  present  contest,  vainly  flattering  tnemselveSi  perhaps,  tiiat  shooM 
Proridence  declare  for  our  enemies,  they  may  purchase  their  mercy  and  &w 
at  an  easy  rate ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  war  should  terminate  in  lam 
of  Amenca,  that  then  they  may  enjoy,  without  expense  of  Mood  or  treasu^ 
all  the  blessings  resulting  from  that  liberty,  which  they,  in  the  day  of  trial, 
had  abandoned,  and  in  defence  of  which,  many  of  their  more  virtuous  nei«h' 
bors  and  eoiyitrymen  had  nobly  died:  and  although  the  want  of  puMk 
Ttpirit,  observable  in  these  men,  rather  excites  pity  uian  aiarm^  ttore  beii^ 
little  danger  to  anprchcnd  either  from  their  prowess  or  example,  yet  it  beiac 
reasonable,  that  ttiose  who  refuse  to  defend  their  country,  should  be  excloded 
from  its  protection,  a>id  prevented  from  doing  it  injury  : 

Resolved,  l*hat  all  such  persons  in  Queen's  county,  aforesaid^  ns  votedi 
against  send incr  deputies  to  the  present  convention,  of  New>York,  and  nanK^ 
in  a  list  of  delinquents  in  Queen's  county,  published  by  the  convention  of 
New- York,  be  put  out  of  the  protection  of  the  United  Colonies^  and  Aat  all 
trade  and  intercoui*se  with  them  cease ;  that  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  thai 
county  be  permitted  to  travel  or  abide  in  any  part  of  these  United  CoImm^ 
out  of  tlieir  said  county,  without  a  certificate  from  the  convention  or  coasuttee 
of  safety  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  setting  forth,  that  anch  inhabitant  n 
a  friend  to  the  American  cause,  and  not  of  the  number  of  those  wlio  voted 
against  sending  deputies  to  the  said  convention ;  and  that  such  of  die  said  in- 
habitants as  shall  be  found  out  of  the  said  county,  without  snch  certificate,  be 
apprehended  and  imprisoned  three  montiis. 

Resolved,  That  no  attorney  or  lawyer  ought  to  commence,  prosecnte,  or  de- 
fend any  action  at  law,  of  any  kind,  for  any  of  the  said  inhabitants  of  Queeo^ 
county,  who  voted  against  sending  deputies  to  the  convention,  as  aforesaid ; 
and  such  attorney  or  lawyer  as  shall  contravene  this  resolution,  are  enemies  to 
the  American  cause,  and  ought  to  be  treated  accordingly. 

Resolvedj  That  tlie  convention  or  committee  of  safety  of  the  celonj  of  New- 
York  be  requested  to  continue  publishing^  for  a  month,  in  all  dieir  gazettes  or 
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newspapers,  the  names  of  all  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Queen's  county,  as « 
voted  against  sendine  deputies ;  and  to  give  certificates,  in  the  manner  before 
recommended,  to  sucn  others  c^  the  said  inhabitants,  as  are  friends  to  American 
liberty.       ' 

And  it  is  recommended  to  all  conventions,  committees  of  safety,  and  others, 
to  be  diligent  in  executing  the  above  resolutions. 

Resol^M^  That  colonel  Nathaniel  Heard,  of  Woodbridge,  in  the  colony  of 
New-Jersey,  taking  with  him  five  or  six  hundred  minute-men,  under  discreet 
oflBcers,  do  march  to  the  western  part  of  Queen's  county,  and  that  colonel  Wa-  * 
terbury  of  Stanford,  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  with  the  like  number  of 
minute-men,  march  to  the  eastern  side  of  said  county  \  that  they  confer  toge- 
ther, and^  endeavor  to  enter  the  said  county  on  one  day ;  uiat  they  pro- 
ceed to  disarm  every  person  in  the  said  county,  who  voted  a^nst  sending 
deputies  to  the  said  convention,  and  cause  them  to  deliver  up  tiieir  arms  ana 
ammunition  on  oath,  and  that  they  take  and  confine  in  safe  custody,  till  fur- 
ther orders,  all  such  as  refuse  compliance. 

That  they  apprehend  and  secure,  till  further  orders,  the  persons  named  as 
principal  men  among  the  disaffected  in  the  said  county,  in  a  summons  for  their 
appearance  before  the  convention  of  New- York,  issued  the  ISth  of  December 
last,  viz. 

Of  Jamaica  township,  captain  Benjamin  Whitehead,  Charles  Arden,  Joseph 
French,  esq.  Johannes  Polhemus. 

Newtown,  Nathaniel  Moor,  John  Moor,  sen.  Samuel  Hallet,  John  Moor,  jun. 
"William  Weyman,  John  Shoals,  Jeromus  Rapalje. 
Flushing,  John  Willet. 

Hamstead,  Justice  Gilbert  Van  Wvck,  Daniel  Kissam,  es^.  of  Cowneck« 
captain  Jacob  Mott,  Thomas  Comhiil,  of  Rockaway,  Oabnel  O.  Ludlow, 
Richard  Hewlet,  captain  Charles  Hicks,  Dr.  Samuel  Martin,  Justice  Samuel 
Clowes. 

Oyster-Bay,  Justice  Thomas  Smith,  of  Hog-island,  Justice  John  Hewlett 
captain  George  Weeks,  Dr.  David  Brooks,  Justice  John  Townsend. 

And  all  such  other  persons  who  shall  be  found  in  arms,  or  who  shall  oppose 
the  carrying,  the  above  resolutions  into  effect,  as  the  said  colonel  Heara  or 
colonel  Waterbury  may  think  prudent  to  detain. 

Resolved^  That  it  l>e  recommended  to  tiie  said  colonel  Heard  and  colonel 
Waterbury^  to  execute  the  business  entrusted  to  them  by  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions, with  all  possible  despatch,  secrecy,  order,  and  humanity. 

Resolved^  Tnat  the  sum  of  500  dollars  be  forthwith  transmitted,  with  cer- 
tified copies  of  these  resolutions,  to  each  of  them,  the  said  colonel  Heard  and 
colonel  Waterbury,  and  that  they,  on  their  return,  report  to  this  Congress,  a 
true  state  of  their  expenditure  and  proceedings. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  brought  by  the 
officer  who  had  the  charge  of  bringing  down  Connolly  and  his  associates,  was 
laid  before  Congress  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  carry  into  execution  the  resolution  of  Congress  for  confining  said 
Coanolly,  and  his  associates,  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  take 
flieir  examination. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  January  4, 1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  battalion  be  raised  in  the  county  of  Cumber- 
land, in  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  to  consist  of  the  same  number  of  men 
and  officers,  and  to  have  the  same  pay  and  allowance,  as  the  others  raised  ii^ 
said  colony.  "^ 
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Resolved^  That  one  company  of  each  of  the  five  tmttaiions  last  onkred  t» 
be  raided  in  Pennsylvania,  consist  of  expert  riflemen. 

Resolveit  l^at  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  safetj  of  Peimij)- 
tania,  to  see  the  foregoing  resolutions  carried  into  execution. 

jResoteedy  That,  in  all  elections  of  officers  by  Congress,  where  morelbi 
one  are  elected  on  the*  same  day,  to  commands  of  the  same  rank,  tiiej  shill 
take  rank  of  each  other  according  to  their  election,  and  the  entiy  of  that 
names  in  the  minntes,  and  their  commissions  shall  be  nantered  to  shew  M 

priority. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded- to  the  election  tff  other  ficW  officers  of  tiie 
four  battalions  orderea  to  be  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  ballots  beiqg 
taken  and  examined,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen : 

Iiieutenant-colonels :  I^inbert  Cadwallader,  "William  Alleo,  jun.  Fnmns 
Johnson,  Josepih  Penrose,  esqrs. 

Mqors :  JosejAi  Wood,  George  Nagle,  Henry  Bicker,  Nicholas  Hausicker, 
esqrs. 

The  committee  of  claims  report,  that  there  is  dve. 

To  James  Whitehead,  for  provisions  for  the  prisoners  taken  on  bovdHie 
Rebecca  and  Mary,  the  sum  of  64  dollars. 
.  To  the  committee  of  New-Brunswick,  per  account  rendered,  the  ram  of 
^4.9  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  William  Livingston,  esq.  and  by  him  forwarded  Is 
the  said  committee. 

To  Purman  and  Hunt;  of  Trenton,  for  provisions,  horse  hire,  &c.  fte  soa 
of  68.2  dollars^ 

To  the  committee  of  insjpection  and  observation  of  the  city  and  liberties  if 
Philadelphia,  for  187,046  flints,  by  them  purchased,  agreeable  to  the  order  of 
Congress,  the  sum  of  737  dollars. 

To  sundry  persons,  per  list,  for  signing  the  continental  bHls  of  credit,  ttr 
sum  of  1165.7  dollars,  and  that  an  order  be  given  to  the  treasurers  for  the  par* 
■lent  of  die  same,  agreeable  to  the  said  list. 

To  the  committee  of  Prederick-Town,  Maryland,  for  expenses  incorred  bf 
CdnnoUy,  Cameron  and  Smith,  during  their  confinement,  the  sum  of  74  doUin> 
and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland. 

Ordertd^  That  the  said  accounts  be  pud  accordingly. 

Bttnivtdf  That  a  commissanr  be  appointed  to  provide  the  three  conmimes 
ordered  to  Northampton,  in  Virginia,  with  rations  while  on  their  march,  ib^ 
during  their  stay  in  that  country. 

That  the  appointment  of  said  commissary  be  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  tiie  committee  ob 
the  state  of  New-Yoric:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  postponed  till  to-morrow,  and  that  the  dele^attf 
df  New- York  be  desired  to  request  the  attendance  of  the  gentiemen  senttt 
Congress  by  the  convention  of  their  colony. 

Resolved,^  That  major  Preston  have  liberty  to  chuse  the  place  of  bis  res 
dence,  consistent  with  former  /-esolutions  of  Congress,  and  tn^t  the  president 
take  his  parole. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  allowance  ought  to  be  madet* 
officers  who  are  prisoners,  brought  in  their  report : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Saturday  next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  5,  1776. 
There  being  a  vacancy  in  the  first  of  the  Pennsylvania  battalions,  by  the  pro- 
motion of  captain  Allen,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  person  t9 
supply  said  vacancy,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Benjamin  Davis,  oldest  iien 
tenant  in  said  battalion,  was  elected. 
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Besolved^  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  be  struck,  for  the  purpose 

of  exchan^ng  ragged  and  torn  bills  of  the  continental  currency ;  that  the  bills, 

\      making  this  sumTbe  of  the  same  denominations^  printed  under  the  inspection 

of  the  same  persons,  and  siened  and  liumbered  by  tlie  same  signers,  as  the  last 

r       emission,  ana  that  they  be  lodged  in  the  treasury,  to  be  appli^  to  the  sole  pur- 

I       pose  aforesaid. 

i'         Mtsolyed^  That  all  committees,  and  others,  who  have  had  public  .moneys  put 
I      into  their  hands,  lay  upon  the  table,  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 
.  The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  oi  general  Washington, 
dated  the  18th  of  December,  and  the  enclosed  papers,  brought  in  a  report  upon 
that  part,  which  relates  to  James  Lovell,  who  has  lone  been,  and  still  is,  de- 
tained a  close  prisoner  in  Boston,  by  order  of  general  Howe,  which  being  taken 
into  consideration,  was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows : 
That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Mr.  LoyeU  hath,  for  years 

rt,  been  an  able  aclvocate  for  the  liberties  of  America  and  mankind ;  that 
his  letter  to  general  Washington,  which  is  a  part  of  said  enclosed  papers, 
he  exhibits  so  striking  an  instance  of  disinterested  patriotism,  as  strongly  re- 
commends him  to  the  particular  notice  of  this  continent. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Lovell,  an  inhabitant  of  Boston, 
now  held  a  close  prisoner  there,  by  order  of  general  Howe,  has  discovered, 
under  the  severest  trials,  the  warmest  attachment  to  public  liberty,  an  inflexible 
fidelity  to  his  country ;  that  by  his  late  letter  to  seneral  Washington,  he  has 
given  the  strongest  evidence  of  disinterested  public  affection,  in  refusing  to 
usten  to  terms  olered  for  his  relief,  till  he  could  be  informed  by  his  countrymen 
that  they  were  compatible  with  their  safety  and  honor. 

Resolvedj  That  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  a  British  general  can  be 
found  degenerate  enough  so  ignominiously  and  cruelly  to  treat  a  citizen,  who 
is  so  eminently  virtuous  : 

Resolved,  Ihat  it  be  an  instruction  to  seneral  Washington  to  make  an  offer 
of  governor  Skene  in  exchange  for  the  said  Mr.  Lovell  and  his  family. 

Mesolved,  That  general  Washington  be  desired  to  embrace  the  first  opportu* 
pity  which  may  offer,  of  giving  some  office  to  Mr.  Lovell  equal  to  his  aoilities, 
and  which  the  public  service  may  require. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  gene« 
ral  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  general  Washington,  and  desire  him 
to  inform  Congress,  what  rank  the  aids-de-camp  of  the  general  officer  shoulcl 
have  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies.  « 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Adam  Fisher,  for  ex«* 
penses  atteudine  his  conducting  Connolly  and  Cameron  from  Frederick,  in 
Maryland,  to  Philadelphia,  and  his  charges  back  again  for  himself  and  the  men, 
the  sum  of  156  dollars. 

Ordeired,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

The  Congress  having  conferred  with  the  gentlemen  sent  by  the  convention 
of  New-York,  resumed  the  consideration  ofthe  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
state  of  that  colony,  and  the  same  was  agreed  to : 

Whereupon,  Resolved^  That  no  farther  fortifications  be  erected  at  Martler's 
Rock,  on  Hudson's  river,  and  that  a  point  of  land  at  Puplopen's  kill,  on  the 
said  river,  be  without  delay  efiectualiy  fortified. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention,  or  in  their  recess,  to 
the  committee  of  safety,  of  New-York,  to  carry  into  execution  the  above 
resolution. 

Resolved^  That  the  delegates  of  New-Jersey  and  Connecticut  be  directed  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  for  carrying  into  execution  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
passed  on  Wednesday  last,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Queen's  county. 

A  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Newport  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read: 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  consideration  till  to-morrow. 
Besalved,  That  Mr.  Paine  be  added  to  the  committee  on  general  Schnjler^s 
letters. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

* 

SATURDAY,  January  6,  1776. 

InfOTmation  being  given  to  Congress,  that  a  quantity  of  powder  was  arriTed 
at  Great-Egg  Harbour ;  of  which  a  part  was  addressed  to  Congress  by  Mr< 
Parsons,  a  part  consined  to  Mr.  Webster,  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  part  to  ano- 
ther gentleman  iii  si^  city : 

Buolved,  Thtit  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  set  the  powder  address- 
ed to  Coneress,  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and  to  purchase,  for  th^  use  of  the 
United  Colonies,  the  other  parcels  of  powder. 

Resolved f  That  one  ton  of  the  powder  arrived,  be  delivered  to  the  comnuttee 
for  fitting  out  armed  vessels,  for  the  use  of  said  armed  vessels. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Lancaster,  dated  the  Sd  of  Jaaoarj,  was 
received,  and  read : 

Also,  a  letter  from  an  officer  in  Lisbon,  dated  the  2Sd  of  October  last: 

Resolved,  That  these  letters,  as  well  as  the  last  received  from  Lancaster, 
apd  those  formerly  received  from  Lisbon,  be  referred  to  the  committee  ef 
correspondence. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  considjpration  of  the  memorial  from  the  inhahi- 
tants  of  Newport,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it;  and,  thereupon,  came  to 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
general  assembly  of  the  colony  of  Rhode-Island. 

The  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  how  the  share  of  prizes, 
allotted  to  the  captors,  ought  to  be  divided  between  the  officers  ana  men, 
■  brought  in  their  report,  which,  being  taken  into  consideration,  was  agreed  Is 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  have  one-twentieth  part  of  tiie  said 
allotted  prize-money,  taken  by  any  ship  or  ships,  armed  vessel  or  vessels,  un- 
der his  orders  and  command. 

That  the  captain  of  any  single  ship  or  armed  vessel,  have  two-twentieth 
puis  of  his  share,  but,  if  more  ships  or  armed  vessels  be  in  company  when  a 
prize  is  token,  then  the  two-twentieth  parts  to  be  divided  amongst  all  the  said 
captains.    ^ 

That  the  captains  of  marines,  lieutenants  of  the  ships  or  armed  vessels,  and 
masters  thereof,  share  together,  and  have  three  twentieth  parts  divided 
amongst  them  equally,  of  sll  prizes  taken  when  they  are  in  company. 

That  the  lieutenants  of  marines,  surgeons,  chaplains,  pursers,  boatswain, 
gunners,  carpenters,  the  masters'  mates,  and  the  secretary  of  the  fleet,  share 
together,  ana  have  two-twentieth  parts  and  one-h^lf  of  a  twentieth  yart  divi- 
de among  them,  equally  of  all  prizes  token  when  they  are  in  company. 

That  the  following  petty  warrant  and  petty  officers,  viz.  fallowing  for  each 
ship,  six  midshipmen ;  for  each  brig,  four  midshipmen,  ana  each  sloop,  two 
mipihipmen,  one  captain's  clerk,  one  surgeon's  mate,  one  steward,  one  nil- 
maker,  one  cooper,  one  armorer,  two  boatowain's  mates,  two  gunner's  mates, 
two  carpenter's  mates,  one  cook,  one  cockswain,  two  Serjeants  of  marines  for 
each  ship,  Itnd  one  Serjeant  for  each  brig  and  sloop)  have  three -twentifetli  parts 
divided  among  them  eoually,  and  when  a  prize  is  token  by  any  ship  or  vessel  on 
board  or  in  company  ot  which  the  commander  in  chief  is,  then  the  comncander 
in  chief's  cook  or  cockswain  to  be  added  to  this  idlotment,  and  have  their 
shares  with  these  last  mentioned. 

That  the  remaining  eight-twentieth  parts,  and  one-half  of  the  twentieth  part, 
be  divided  amonf:;  the  rest  of  the  ship  or  ship's  companies,  as  it  may  happea, 
share  and  share  alike. 
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That  no  officer  or  man  have  any  share  but  such  as  are  actually  on  board  their 
several  vessels,  when  any  prize  or  prizes  are  takei^  excepting  only  su^ch  as  ma^ 
have  been  ordered  on  board  any  other  prizes  before  taken,  or  sent  away  by  his 
or  their  commanding  officers. 

llie  committee  on  general  Schuyler's  letters.  Sic.  brought  in  a  further  re* 
port,  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  consideratidn  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  dOth  of  December,  enclosing  co- 
pies of  letters  from  general  Mont^^mery  and  general  Wooster,  being  received, 
was  read. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next  at  ten  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  January  8,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  26th  of  December,  enclosing  a  co^ 
py  of  a  letter  from  general  Montgomery,  dated  December  5th,,  and  a  list  of  the 
ordnance  sent  to  Cambridge,  also  a  letter  from  Baltimore,  enclosing  an  affida- 
vit of  capt.  Horn,  being  received,  were  read. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  ge- 
neral Schuyler's  letters,  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Besolveat  That  shipwrights  be  immediately  sent  from  New-York  and  Phila- 
delphia to  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  at  Ticon- 
dero^,  to  DO  employed  by  him  in  constructing  a  numberof  batteaus,  not  ex- 
ceed mg  one  hundred,  for  transporting  troops,  wiui  their  baggage,  from  that  place 
into  Canada,  whenever  it  may  be  found  necessary. 

That  a  sufficient  number  oi  suitable  men  be  engaged  for  rowing  said  batteaus ; 
and  that  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  and  stores  be  sent  this  winter  to  fort 
George. 

Tl^t  general  Schuyler  be  desired  to  have  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  above  and 
below  Quebec,  well  explored,  and  to  determine  upon  proper  places,  for  oppos- 
ing, by  armed  boats  or  otherwise,  any  attempts  ot  the  enemy  to  penetrate  that 
country  by  the  river ;  and  that  he  give  orders  for  constructing  speedily  as  many 
such  boats  as  he  shall  judge  necessary. 

That  two  shipwrights  be  immediately  sent  from  Philadelphia,  to  be  employ- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  committee  of  inspection  at  Albany,  in  construct- 
ing scows  for  facilitating  the  passage  over  Hudson's  river. 

Resolved^  That  the  provision  heretofore  made  foran  hospital  in  the  northern 
arniy,  when  it  was  more  numerous  than  it  is  now,  is  sufficient. 

Hesolvtd^  That  the  convention  of  New-York  be  desired  to  send  three  thou- 
sand bushels  of  salt,  besides  what  general  Schuyler  hath  already  ordered  to  be 
br  ough  t  to  Ticonderoga. 

JResohed,  That  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  the  general  assemblies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Baj  and  New- Hampshire,  and  the  convention  of  New -York,  be  writ- 
:en  to  forthwith,  by  the  delegates  of  the  said  colonies  respectively,  to  furnish 
reneral  Schuyler  with  the  account  of  money  paid  to  any  persons  in  the  army 
inder  his  command,  specifying  the  names  or  those  to  whom  the  money  was 
laid  by  their  order. 

jKesofof d.  That  the  contract  made  by  general  Schuyler,  to  allom!  one-twelfth 
lart  of  a  dollar  per  day,  for  billeting  money  to  every  one  of  the  men,  who  re- 
alist in  the  northern  army,  until  they  can  inarch  to  the  place  where  provisions 
aaj  be  delivered  to  them,  be  made  good. 

J^esolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  northern  army,  be  accountable  for  such 
lublic  stores  issued  to  them,  as  may  be  lost  through  carelessness  by  their  re- 
pective  corps,  and  that  the  value  thereof  be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  those 
rho  have  embezzled  or  wasted  the  same. 

jReaolvedf  That  this  Congress  does  approve  of  the  raising  a  battalion  of  Ca* 
adians,  and  of  the  appointment  of  James  Livingston,  esq.  colonel  thereof* 
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Resolved,  That  nine  battalions,  including  that  of  Canadians  under  coloiel 
Livingston,  be  kept  up  and  maintained  the  present  jear  for  the  defence  ofCi' 
■ada. 

Resolved,  That  the  first  Pennsylvania  battalion,  under  colonel  Bull,  and fta 
■econd  New-Jersejr  battalion,  under  colonel  Maxwell,  be  ordered  to  mirdia- 
mediatelj  to  Albany,  s^nd  there  put  themselves  under  the  command  of  geocal 
Schuyler,  .and  that  the  orders  given  for  the  march  of  three  companies  of  coloBd 
fiull's  battalion  to  Accomack  and  Northampton  be  countermanded. 

And,  to  make  up  the  rest  of  the  battalions  TOted  for  the  defence  of  Cinailii 
that  one  battalion  be  raised  in  New-Hampshire,  one  in  Connecticut,  andooeia 
New -York ;  that  two  battalions  be  formed  out  of  the  troops  now  in  CanidiiaiMf 
that  general  Montgomery  be  desired  to  recommend  proper  persons  for  otceis 
in  satd  battalions;  and  that  one  of  the  five  battalions,  lately  ordered  tobenisr 
ed  in  Pennsylvania,  be  destined  for  Canada. 

Resolved^  Tliat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  maa 
for  furnishing  the  battalions  .destined  for  Canada,  with  provisions,  and  for  a- 
pediting  their  march. 

I'he  members  chosen,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  M*Kean. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  deferred  till  ti- 
moiTOw. 

Information  bein|^  given  to  Consress,  that  about  fifty-seven  tons  of  sslt-petrt 
were  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  and  about  fifteen  tons  of  powder  at  New- 1  orb 
for  sale : 

Resolved,  ThAt  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  treat  for  the  purchase  s 
the  salt-petre,  and  enquire  how  it  may  be  most  speedily  manuiacturediatofiV' 
der,  and  report  to  Congress. 

That  Mr.  P.  Livingston,  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  be  diicctH 
to  purchase,  on  the  best  terms  they  can,  for  the  use  of  the  United  CoiQiuciit^ 
|»owder  arrived  at  New-York,  and  forward  tlie  same«  with  all  possible  af(^ 
tion,  under  a  euard,  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  or  committee  of  safetjr  of  Maryland,  be  it- 
quested  to  order  three  companies  of  the  minute-men  in  the  service  of  ^ 
colony,  to  march  immediately  from  thence  to  the  counties  of  Accomtck  tixi 
Northampton,  in  Virginia,  instead  of  the  forces  that  were  directed  to  go  ^^ 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  to  lay  before  Congress  the  accounts  of  their  sabs^' 
ence'and  pay,  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  continental  treasury*   .  , 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  desired  tosev 
five  hundred  pounds  weight  of  powder  to  the  polony  of  Virginia,  for  the  ^ 
of  the  forces  to  be  employed  in  the  counties  of  Accomack  and  NorthimptoB* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  January  9,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  M.  Tilffhman,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  also  lonie  ^ 
patches  from  governor  Franklin,  and  a  letter  from  C.  Skinner,  which  were  s- 
tercepted,  were  laid  before  Confess,  and  read.  . 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Mr.  Tilghman,  informing  him,  Aat  w| 
Hornet  and  Wasp  are  under  orders  to  sail  to  the  capes  of  Delaware,  tod  ^ 
such  vessels,  as  are  ready  to  sail,  may  take  the  benefit  of  that  convoy. 

That  the  committee  for  fitting  out  armed  vessels^  be  directed  to  fgn  oro^ 
to  the  captains  of  the  Hornet  and  Wasp,  to  take  under  their  conyoy,  such  ve>* 
sels  as  are  ready  to  sail. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Michael  ConoUy,  for  expenses  in  conducting  captain  John  I^^^^^J?^ 
and  lieutenant  Anstruther  from  Kingston  to  Lancaster,  the  sum  of  350  doll^ 

To  Richard  Butler,  for  necessaries  famished  five  Indisns,  the  sua  of  ^^ 
dollars. 
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To  Joseph  Cowperthwaite,  the  sum  of  419.6  dollars,  for  expenses  in  coU'- 
ducting  cash  to  'Camhridge. 
Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  if ito  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  who  are  prisoners,  and  the  manner  in  which  thej  are  at 
present  subsisted,  and  report  thereon* 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  W.  LiTtnsston,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Flojd. 
Ordered^  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  intercepted  letter  of  Mr.  Cortland 
Skinner,  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  safety  for  New-Jersey  : 

That  orders  be  sent  to  lord  Sterling,  to  take  with  him  a  sufficient  force,  and 
immediatriy  apprehend  and  keep  in  safe  custody  the  said  Cortland  Skinner^ 
of  Amboy,  till  turther  orders  from  this  Congress. 

That  he  carry  said  Cortland  Skinner  before  the  committee  of  safety  of  the 

colony  of  New-Jersey,  for  examination. 

That  the  said  committee  be  desired  to  transmit  his  examination  to  Congress. 

Benlved,  That  the  militia  raised  in  .the  counties  of  Orange  and  Ulster,  in 

die  colony  *of  New-York,  by  order  of  the  Conaress,  for  the  support  of  the  fort 

lately  erected  on  Hudson's  river,  be  discharged,  except  those  stationed  in  the 

fort,  who  shall  also  be  discharged  whenever  other  troops  arrive  there  to  supply 

their  places;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  tiie  committee  of  safety  of  said 

colony,  to  see  that  this  resolve  be  carried  into  execution. 

Maolved,  Thzt  500,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  pay-master  general,  for  the  use 
of  the  army  in  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 

That  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  be  directed  to  count  and  forward  the 
same,  widi  all  convenient  speed,  trader  a  ^uard  of  an  officer  and  two  men. 

The  Consress  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 

on  general  Schuyler's  letters,  &c.  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Meeolved,  That  colonel  V.  Schaick,  lieutenant-coloBel  Yates,  and  major 

CjbtDsevoort,  be  continued  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  that  Uiey 

take  the  command  of  the  battaliotf  to  be  levied  in  the  colony  of  New- York. 

That  captain  Lamb  be  appointed  commander  of  the  artillerv  in  the  north- 
ern department,  with  the  rank  of  major,  and  that  he  be  allowed  50  dollars  per 
month,  from  the  first  day  of  the  present  month,  as  a  reward  for  his  activity 
and  spirited  conduct  in  the  last  campaign. 

That  no  postage  be  paid  for  any  letters  to  or  from  private  soldiers,  while 
engaged  in  actual  service  in  the  defence  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and  that  such 
letters  be  franked  by  some  person  authorized  for  that  purpose,  by  tlie  com- 
mandiDg  officer  of  tne  department. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler  by  the  president,  informing  him, 
that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congress,  he  should  proceea  to  have  the  conduct  of 
lieatenant  Halsey  enquired  into,  by  a  court-martial,  giving  him  previous  no- 
tice to  appear  in  his  own  defence,  and  that  such  sentence  should  be  passed  on 
him,  as  such  court-martial  shall  think  just,  and  if  the  said  lieutenant  Halsey 
shall  decline  to  submit  his  conduct  to  such  examination  and  sentence,  that  then 
a.li  arrears  of  pay  due  to  him  be  stopped  ;  to  enable  him  to  give  discharges  to 
such  officers  as  have  quitted  the  service ;  to  assure  him,  tnat  we  have  great 
confidence  in  his  attention  to  the  public  interest,  and  rely,  that  he  will  give  to 
the  proper  officers  in  his  department,  such  orders,  as  will  procure  indemnifica- 
tion to  the  public,  for  any  embezzlement  or  waste  of  its  stores,  or  monies;  to 
empower  him  to  remit  to  such  of  the  troops,  raised  in  the  colony  of  New- York, 
as  may  re-inlist,  any  right  we  may  have  to  stop  wages  for  under-clothes  deliv- 
ered to  them;  to  desire  he  will  communicate  to  Mr.  Price  the  sense  this  Con- 
>;res8  have  of  his  friendly  offices  to  general  Montgomery,  in  favor  of  the  Ameri- 
can cause;  to  return  him  our  thanks  for  the  same,  and  assure  him,  immediate 
neasures  shall  be  taken  for  replacing  the  monies  he  has  advanced ;  to  notify 
to  colonel  Easton  our  approbation  of  nis  late  services,  and  that  wo  shall  re- 
tain in  our  minds  a  just  sense  of  them. 
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That  general  Schujier  be  directed  to  appoint  Mr.  John  M'Phenon,  a  iDaj«r 
in  one  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raised  out  of  the  troops  in  Canada. 

That  a  conductor  of  artillery,  a  superintendent  of  the  arms,  a  barrack-mis- 
ter, and  store-keeper,  be  appointea  to  the  northern  annj,  and  that  genenl 
Schuyler  be  desired  to  recommend  proper  persons  to  Congress  for  tkoie 
offices. 

That  the  deputy  pay-master  jceneral  have  liberty  to  appoint  under  hiiB,tvo 
assistant  pay-masters,  who  shaU  each  receive  26  2-3  dollars  per  DODt)i,ftr 
their  trouble  and  sendees. 

That  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  northern  department  be  paid  in  per- 
son by  the  deputy  pay-master  j;eneral,  or  the  assistants  to  be  appoiDtedl|f 
him  in  consequence  of  the  foregoing  resolve. 

That  a  communication  be  foraiwith  opened  between  Skenesboroug^aDdffft 
Ann,  and  that  Woodcreek  be  cleared  for  that  purpose. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  wetvof  the  province  of  Nev- 
York,  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  enquire  into  me  proprietv  and  practi- 
cability of^  obstructing  or  lessening  the  depth  of  water  in  the  Namn 
or  in  any  other  place  at  the  entrance  of  New- York,  or  of  any  way  of  fortiffia{ 
that  pass,  so  as  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the  enemy ;  and  also  to  eDqaiit 
*  whetner  the  depth  of  water  in  Hudson's  river,  below  the  battery,  maj  Bot 
easily  be  lessened,  so  as  to  prevent  large  ships  passing  up,  and  to  make  an  ei- 
timate  of  the  expense,  and  report  their  proceedings  in  the  premises  immediat^ 
ly  to  Congress. 

That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the  choice  of  two  briicadier-generah,  ra^ 
one  for  the  army  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  the  other  for  the  army  in  ^ 
northern  department. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  10, 1776. 

A  letter  from  Rachel  Stelle,  with  an  account  for  the  subsistence  of  oficos. 
was  laid  before  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  amdactoi 
officers,  &c. 

Resolved^  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the  northern  ^' 
partment,  be  directed  to  pay  tlie  rev.  Mr.  Wheelock  500  dollars,  agre«iU< 
to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the  12th  day  of  July  last. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  facilitation  w 
march  of  the  battalions  destined  for  Canada,  brought  in  their  report,  viii"' 
was  read,  and  the  Congress  therewith  concurring. 

Resolved,  That  three  first  lieutenants,  eieht  second  lieutenants,  one  evip 
and  a  quarter-master,  be  appointed  to  supply  the  vacancies  in  colonel  BBili 
battalion. 

That  for  the  said  battalion  there  be  provided  688  caps,  688  pair  of  mitttf^ 
688  pair  of  stockings,  688  pair  of  legeings,  688  pair  ot  shoes.  688  havertfu^ 
688  slings  for  firelocks,  1200  shirtsr688  waistcoats,  500  pair^f  breecheS}  30^ 
blankets,  64  pitching  axes,  and  9  baggage  wagons. 

That  for  colonel  Maxwell's  battalion  there  be  provided  688  haversacks.  ^ 
cartouch  boxes  and  cross  belts,  688  tomahawks,  64  pitching  axes,  and  9  H' 
gage  waffons. . 

That  Both  battalions  be  paid  up  to  the  first  day  of  February  next 

That  the  battalions  march  by  companies,  and  that  the  companies  fou^ 
each  other  at  the  distance  of  one  day's  march ;  that  the  quarter-masteit  ^ 
commissaries  precede  their  respective  battalions  a  few  days,  in  order  i»  P^ 
vide  lodeings  and  provisions  on  the  road. 
'  That  uie  colonels  be  allowed  six  rations^. 

Lieutenant-colonels,  five  ditto. 
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Majors,  four  ditto. 

Captains,  three  ditto.  .    ,.     xl       r 

Subaltern  and  staff-officers,  two  ditto,  or  money  m  lieu  thcreot. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  to  rop- 
ply  colonel  Bull's  battalion  with  the  foregoing  articles,  or  such  ot  thm  MUitj 
have  not  already  provided  them  with,  agreeable  to  former  resolutions  of  Cott- 
gress ;  and  that  all  the  articles  furnished  the  men,  more  than  those  allowod  Xn 
lieu  of  bounty,  be  deducted  out  of  their  pay.  .  ,     -        ,      i  %if 

That  Thomas  Lowry  be  directed  to  provide  the  articles  for  colonel  Max- 
well's battalion,  and  that  all  the  articles  famished  the  men,  more  than  tboso 
allowed  in  lieu  of  bounty,  be  deducted  out  of  their  pay. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor  of  ihotnas 
Lowry,  for  the  sum  of  35,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  battalions  raised  in 
New -Jersey,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  same.  .       i    *•       c 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  tiie  electi^  ot 
twobriradier-generals,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  Josenh  Fry, 
esq.  was  elected  for  the  army  in  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  Benedict  Arnold, esq. 
for  the  army  in  the  northern  department. 

The  committee  of  safety  for  Pennsylvania,  having  recommended  a  numDer 
of  persons  for  field  officers  to  the  sixth  battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  in  said 
colony,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  iMillots  being  tafcen 
and  examined, 

William  Irwine,  esq.  was  elected  colonel, 

Thomas  Hartley,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel, 

James  Dunlap,  esq.  major. 

Besolved,  That  another  battalion  be  raised  in  Nev- J«rsey»  on  the  BMUt  terms 
as  the  other  two  raised  in  the  said  colony.  .     i  j.     ^ 

Besolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  troops  serving  in,  and  destined  for,  Canada, 
be  the  same  as  that  of  the  army  at  Cambridge ;  and  that  this  pay  commence  to 
the  Pennsylvania  and  New- Jersey  battalions,  from  the  time  they  set  out  on 
their  marcn  to  Canada.  , 

The  Congress  considering  the  great  distance  from  colonel  Heard  to  colooel 
Waterbury,  the  difficulty  of  co-operating  with  each  other  in  their  expedition 
into  Queen's  county ;  thereupon,  . .  ^ 

Resolved,  That  lord  Sterlinff  be  desired  to  furnish  colonel  Heard  with  th#^ 
companies  under  his  command,  who  arc  to  join  colonel  H«ard  with  the  minute- 
men  by  him  raised,  and  proceed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  on  the  expedition  into 
Queen's  county,  for  which  colonel  Heard  and  colonel  Waterbury  were  ap- 
pointed, and  that  colonel  Heard  be  desired  to  send  immediately  an  exm^MS  to 
colonel  Waterbury,  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  and  inform  him  that  bis 
service  will  not  be  required  on  uiis  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  considtoition 
the  state  of  these  colonies,  and  report  as  soon  as  possible  what  number  of 
forces,  in  their  opinion,  will  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  Mm^ 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Dnane,  Mr,  Lynch,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  E.  Rutledgey 
and  Mr.  Wilson. 

Resolved,  That  the  colony  of  North-Carolina  be  supplied  with  one  ton  or 
powder  by  thfe  secret  committee. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  the  committee  of  the  upper  district  of  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  the 
sum  of  800.1  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Daniel  Hester;  of  which  571  dollars  to  be 
charged  to  captain  Cressop's  company,  77  1-3  dollars  to  captain  Price  s  com- 
pany, and  the  remainder  to  the  continent. 

To  Furraaa  and  Hunt,  for  provisions,  fcc.  furnished  ta  prisoners,  tiie  sum  of 
178.2  dollars. 

To  William  Shed,  for  attendance  as  messenger  to  the  4th  of  December, 
1775,  the  sum  of  5£  dollars. 
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Orderedy  That  the  said  accoants  be  paid. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  January  11«  1776. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  safety 
of  New-York,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a  release  of  lientenant  — *-  Tilej,  of 
brigadier  Wooster's  regiment,  now  confined  on  board  the  Asia  man  of  war,  br 
exchanging  for  him  an  officer  of  tiie  same  rank  of  the  British  tnx»pa  in  oar 
custody. 

JResolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  instmctions  in 
the  officers  in  the  recruiting  service. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Harrison. 

Hie  Conmss  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committiee  on  the 
bills  of  credit,  emitted  by  this  Congress,  thereupon  came  to  the  following  re- 
solution : 

.  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that  several  evil  disposed  persons,  in 
order  to  obstruct  and  defeat  the  efforts  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  defence  of 
their  just  rights,  have  attempted  to  depreciate  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by 
the  authority  of  this  Congress, 

Beaolved,  therefore,  That  if  any  person  shall  hereafter  he  so  lost  to  all  virfae 
and  r^ard  for  his  country,  as  to  refuse  to  receive  said  bills  in  payment,  or  ob- 
struct and  discourage  the  currency  or  circulation  thereof,  and  shall  be  duly 
convicted  by  the  committee  of  the  city,  county,  or  district,  or  in  case  of  appeal 
from  their  decision,  by  the  assembly,  convention,  council  or  committee  nf 
safety  of  the  colony  where  he  shall  reside,  such  person  shall  be  deemed,  pub- 
lished, and  treated  as  an  enemy  of  his  country,  and  precluded  from  aU  trade 
or  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolve  be  immediately  published. 

Resolvedf  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  favor  of  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  sum  of  6000  dollars,  for  the  «se  •f 
the  first  Pennsylvania  battalion,  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable  for  tbe 
same. 

A  representation  of  the  field  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  battalions,  setting 
forth  the  inconveniencies  that  will  arise  from  the  battalions  consisting  of  seven 
battalion  companies,  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  consideration  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  12, 1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Henry'  Dewson,  for  provisions  to  captain  Ross's  company,  the  sum  of ' 
27.5  dollars. 

From  Turbett  Francis,  esq.  one  of  the  commissioners  for  Indian  aflbirs  ia 
the  northern  department^  a  balance  in  his  hands  amounting  to  194  dollars. 

To  Volkert  P.  Douw,  anotiier  of  the  commissioners  of  said  department,  ex- 
penses attending  the  treaty  at  Albany,  a  balance  amounting  to  2171.9  dollan, 
and  that  there  will  remain  in  his  hands,  two  matrasses,  about  fifteen  gallons  ojf 
wine,  some  spirits,  and  some  boards,  belondng  to  the  colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  sums  due  to  Henry  &ewson,  and  Volkert  P.  Douw,  esq. 
be  paid ;  the  latter  throiigh  the  hands  of  James  Duane,  esq. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  th^  conduct  of  the  officers  who  are 
prisoners,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  at  present  subsisted,  brought  io 
their  report,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Besowed,  Thit  the  conduct  of  the  officers  at  Trenton,  though  in  other  res- 
pects unexceptionable,  is,  as  to  their  manner  of  living,  exceedingly  extravagant, 
they  being  boarded  at  taverns,  and  the  inn -keepers  supplying  them  in  a  hila- 
rious manner,  on  the  credit  of  the  continent : 
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as 


That  the  Congress  will,  for  the  future,  allow  two  dollars  per  week  for  the 
board  and  lodgings  of  officers,  who  areprisoners,  (for  which  sum  t»cy  J®*y  ^\^ 
decent  lodgings)  to  be  repaid  by  the  officers  before  they  are  released  from  their 

That  the  accounts  ^f  the  several  inn-keepers  against  the  officers  be  paid  by 
the  contlnfent,  which  are  also  to  be  repaid  by  tbe  sdid  officers  before  their  dis- 

That  no  tavern-keeper  supply  the  said  officers,  for  the  future,  on  the  credit 
of  the  continent 

Tbt  the  officers  now  at  Trenton,  be  directed  to  remove  to  some  other  place 
at  a  proper  distance  from  the  public  post-road. 

That  the  officers  at  Trenton  have  liberty  to  chuse  the  flaces  of  their  resi- 
dence, the  choice  being  made  consistent  with  former  resolutions  of  Congress. 

That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions,  together  with  a.copy  of  the  resolution 
granting  officers  liberty  to  sell  bills  for  fteir  subsistence,  be,  transmitted  to 
Sie  several  committees,  where  officers  who  are  prisoners  reside ;  and  that  the 
said  committees  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  said  officers  for  their  bills  to  dis- 
charge the  debts  already  incurred,  and  also  to  inform  them,  it  is  expected  they 
will  from  time  to  time  draw  for  their  future  subsistence. 

Ordered,  That  Rachel  Stille's  account  for  subsistence  of  officers  to  the  4tb 
of  January  1776,  amounting  to  423.6  dollars,  be  paid.  . 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  coa- 
sideration  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after  some  time,  the  president 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into 
consideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion, 
debired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  further  consideration  the  trade  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies. 

A  memorial  from  the  field-officers  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  battalion,  was 
presented  to  Congress : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 

Acyoumed  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  January  13,  1776. 
A  letter  from  general  Washington,  dated  January  the  4th,  1776 ;  also  a 
letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  New- York,  dated  January  the  3d,  being 
received,  were  read : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  teke  into  consideration 
the  letter  from  tiie  committee  of  safety  of  New-York,  and  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Ronfans,  and  report  to  Congress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wythe,  and 
Mr.  W.  Livingston. 

The  secret  committee  having  made  report  respecting  the  purchase  of  the 
salt-petre  lately  imported. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  purchase  the  salt-petre  on 
the  best  terms  they  can,  and  have  it  manufactured  into  gun-powder  aa  soon  aa 
possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  supply  colonel  Heard 
with  £00  pounds  of  gun-powder,  to  enable  him  to  carry  into  (execution  the 
orders  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  John  Morgan  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  in 
one  of  the  companies  of  colonel  Bull's  battalion. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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MONDAY.  Jmtuarg  15,  1776. 

t 

A  pftri4p*aph  of  a  letter  from  Peter  Timothj,  secretary  to  the  provincial  cw- 
vention  and  committee  of  safety  of  South -Carolina,  dated  Januarj  5th,  toC. 
Gbtdflon,  esq.  was  read,  informing  that  the  said  convention  have  resoWedto 
continue  the  delegates,  and  have  constituted  anj  two  of  them  to  be  a  ^n* 
rum  to  represent  said  colony. 

A  letter  from  general  Wasbingtra,  dated  the  Slat  of  December,  177|  «i& 
sundry  papers  enclosed,  among  which,  a  draught  of  captain  Matthevfla  the 
trtaftury  of  Virginia,  for  jfi  100,  lawful  money,  advanced  him  bv  the  geacnl; 
also  two  letters  from  lonT  Sterling,  dated  January  8th  and  llth,  aad  a  ktter 
frnm  governor  Trumbull,  with  three  papers  enclosed,  beii^  received,  vcre 
read: 

Bemked,  Umi  the  letter  irom  general  Washington  be  referred  to  a  t«B* 
mittoe  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Adama,  and  Mr.  Wilson. 

That  the  letters  from  lord  8terlin|;  be  referred  to  a  conumttee  of  live. 

The  aMmbers  chosen,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  F&ojd,  Mr. 
Ward,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

That  the  letter  bom  governor  Trumbull,  with  the  enclosed  papers^  be  le- 
ferfed  to  the  committee  app<»nted  to  confer  with  Mr.  Romans. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  New-York,  dated  Jaauar;  lltk, 
1776, wan  read: 

Iie$ehed,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  cahiaiei. 

MuohtBdf  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  make  an  estimate  of  the 
number  of  cannon,  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  United  Colosic^ 
and  tm  devise  wavs  and  means  for  procuring  them,  and  that  it  be  an  imtnc- 
tion  to  said  committee  to  enquire  what  size  cannon  can  be  cast  in  these  cokiKi 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  AUes, 
and  Mr.  Paine^ 

Resolved^  That  no  bought  indented  servants  be  employed  on  board  tklaet, 
or  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies,  without  the  consent  of  their  maslefl. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  for  expresses,  the  sum  of  S56.1  dollars. 

To  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  for  his  expenses  to  Philadeljriiia,  andretniviif 
to  New- York  with  money,  the  sum  of  99.7  dollars. 

To  Thomas  Aptv,  for  boarding  several  prisoners,  109.6  dollars. 

Oriereit  That  tiie  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  PMsjl- 
uan»,  to  enquire  into  the  characters  of  the  recruits  or  privates  taken  oa  w 
the  Riebecea  and  Frances  transport,  and  to  dismisa  sucn  of  them  as  Acj  jiuip 
may,  with  safety  to  the  colonies,  be  discharged. 

'Fhe  ConSk-ess  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  inta  en- 
sideration  the  state  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and,  after  same  tintT 
th^  president  resumed  the  cliair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committt 
had  taken  into  their  farther  consideration  the  matter  to  them  referred.  ^} 
that  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  they  desired  him  to  move  for  Isare  to  »( 


Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Friday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  c«a* 
lAittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  consideration  the  trade  of  fte  VlDite<i 
Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Matthew's  draft  on  the  treasurv  of  Virgiuia,  be  de- 
Iti^ered  to  ^e  deli^ates  of  that  colonjr ;  and  that  they  be  neaired  to  receiTf  the 
money,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  continental  treasurers. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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TUESDAY.  JanutLry  16,  1776. 

The  colony  of  Connecticut  havine  appointed  new  delegates,  the  same  at- 
tending, produced  the  credentialt  of  their  appointment,  which  were  read  as 

follows: 

• 

«  At  a  general  Anembly  of  tbe  memor  and  oonifMuiy  of  the  RngliBh  colon j  of  Cotinedicut,  in 
New-England,  in  America,  hmdeu  at  New-Haven,  iu  said  colony,  on  the  second  lliunday  of 
October,  Anno  Domini  1775. 

<<  Resolved^  By  this  assembly,  that  Roger  Sherman,  Oliver  Wolcott,  Samuel 
Huntington,  Titus  Hosmer,  and  William  Williams,  esqrs.  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  delegates  to  represent  this  colony  at  the  general  Congress 
of  the  United  Colonies  in  America,  for  the  year  ensuine,  and  until  new^be  cho- 
sen ;  that  is  to  say,  the  said  Roger  Sherman,  Oliver  Woicott,  and  Samuel  Hun- 
tington, esqrs.  do  attend  said  Congress,  and  on  the  failure  of  either  of  the  said 
eentlemen,  by  sickness,  or  otherwise,  then  the  said  Titus  Hosmer,  or  William 
Williams,  esqrs.  are  to  supply  the  place  or  places  of  any  or  either  of  the  said 
three  gentlemen  first  named,  in  such  manner,  that  three  of  said  delegates,  and 
three  only,  do  attend  said  Congress  at  any  one  time ;  and  the  said  three  dele- 
gates, or  any  or  either  of  them,  who  shall  oe  present  in  said  Congress,  are  here- 
by fully  antnorized  and  emnowered  to  represent  this  colony  in  said  Conffress* 
to  consult,  advise,  and  resolve  upon  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  ana  pur- 
sued for  the  defence,  security  and  preservation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  said  United  Colonies,  and  for  their  common  safety;  and  of  such  their  pro- 
ceedings and  resolves  they  do  transmit  authentic  copies,  from  time  to  time,  to 
the  general  assembly  of  this  colony.    That  the  said  delegates  now  appointed 
do  repair  to,  and  take  their  seats  in  said  Congress,  by  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  in  case  said  Congress  shall  be  then  sitting,  or  as  soon  after  as  said  Con- 
gress shall  be  convened ;  and  that  the  said  gentlemen,  who  are  now  attending^ 
said  Congress  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  do  continue  in  their  said  office  until  the 
gentlemen  now  chosen,  and  directed  to  attend  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  ar- 
rive at  said  Congress. 

"  A  true  copy  of  record,  examined  by 

GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Secretary:^ 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Lewis,  dated  January  8th,  was  read,  recommending  a 
straneer  to  the  notice  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  qualifications 
>r  persons  applying  for  offices. 

JResolvedf  That  a  member,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Dyer,  be  added  to  the  com- 
nittee  appointed  to  draw  up  instructions  to  the  officers  employed  in  the  re- 
^cuitinff  service. 

JRemved,  That  the  several  petitions  of  gentlemen,  praying  to  be  appointed 
officers  in  the  Pennsylvania  battalions,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  quali- 
ications. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Judge  and  tbe  owner  of  a  vessel 
tteiy  arrived  in  Delaware,  for  leave  to  export  provisions  to  the  amount  of  the 
argoes  by  them  imported : 
Resolved,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  secret  committee. 
Hesolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  secret  committee : 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Uewes  and  Mr.  Alexander. 
The^  cammittee  on  the  state  of  the  colonies  brought  in  a  report,  which  being 
iken  into  consideration, 

Resoltfedt  That  another  battalion  be  raised  in  the  colony  of  North-Carolina, 
order  to  defeat  any  attempt  which  may  be  made  in  opposition  to  the  mea- 
frres  recommended  by  tbe  Continental  Congress. 

jResolvedf  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  referred  till  to* 
orrow. 
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The  committee  having  desired  leave  to  sit  again,  the  same  was  granted. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration,  in  t 
committee  of  the  whole,  the  propriety  of  opening  Sie  ports  after  the  first  of 
March  next 

The  delegates  of  South-Carolina  haying  informed  the  Congress,  that  tiidr 
colony,  being  in  want  of  seamen,  had  given  orders  to  offer  h^  wages  to  sack 
as  would  engage  in  their  service,  desired  the  advice  and  opinion  of  CoQgrea 
on  this  matter : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, and  Mr.  Floyd. 

Resolved,  That  the  naval  committee  be  empowered  to  purchase  a  small  ves- 
sel for  a  tender. 

The  committee  appointed  to  procure  |>owder  from  Providence,  brou^  in  t 
report,  with  an  account  of  a  cai^  provided  for  that  purpose  by  WilBng  and 
Morris,  amounting  to  3233.2  dollars;  Whereupon, 

Sesolvedj  That  the  said  committee  be  authorized  to  give  such  (»ders  to  the 
captain  of  the  vessel,  as  they  may  think  proper. 

That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  favour  of  Willing  and  Morris, 
for  the  said  sum  of  3233.2  dollars. 

The  committee  on  general  Washington's  letters,  brou^t  in  a  report,  whid 
being  taken  into  consideration,  the  Congress,  thereupon,  came  to  the  foUoviag 
resofuUons : 

.  Resolved^  That  the  pay*ma8ter  general  of  the  army  at  Cambridge,  be  gsl- 
powered  to  draw  bills  upon  the  president  of  the  Congress,  or,  in  their  recess* 
upon  the  committee  of  Congress  for  that  purpose  appointed,  for  any  sums  of 
money  which  may  be  deposited  in  his  hanas,  not  exceeding,  in  any  one  mooth, 
the  monthly  expense  of  the  army,  and  tliat  such  bills,  countersigned  by  the 
general  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  said  army,  be  accepted  and  p«ud. 

That  the  fr^e  negroes  who  have  served  faithfully  in  the  army  at  Cambridge, 
may  be  re-inlisted  therein,  but  no  other. 

That,  if  general  Washington  think  proper,  colonel  R.  Gridley  be  continaed 
chief  engineer  in  tlie  army  at  Cambridge. 

That  the  pay  of  the  assistant  engineers  in  the  army  at  Cambridge  be  d6  dd- 
lars  and  two-thirds  per  month. 

The  committee  having  desired  leave  to  sit  again,  the  same  was  granted. 

Resolved,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  qualificatiQiar 
&c.  in  the  coom  of  those  absent. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  for  Connecticut,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Dyer;  Mr.  Duane,  for  New -York,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Jay;  Mr  M'Rean,  for 
the  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Rodney ;  and  Mr.  Rogers. 
for  Maryland. 

Resolved,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration^ 
report  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  a  list  of  the  committees  who  have  not  reported,  be  pregutd 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY)  Jamuary  17,  1776. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Benjamin  Church  was  presented  to  Congress,  aa^ 
read: 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  time. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

A  petition  from  Ibbetson  Hamar,  a  prisoner  at  Trenton,  was  preaented  t» 
Congress  and  read,  pvaying  for  leave  to  reside  at  Mr.  Stainforth's^  near  Prince- 
Town. 
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Resolved^  That  the  Mme  be  granted. 

A  memorial  from  the  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  bat- 
talioii»  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of 
their  colonel : 

Res(dved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  qualifications,  and 
that  they  be  directed  to  hear  the  parties,  and  report  to  Consress. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  opening  the 
ports  after  the  first  of  March  next ;  and  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed 
the  cljair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  consi- 
deration the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  delivered  in. 

The  report  being  again  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table.  n 

RNiolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  consider  under  what  re- 
gulations and  restrictions  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies  ought  to  be  carried 
on,  after  the  first  of  March  next. 

The  membersxhosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Adams,  and 
tdr.  Sherman. 

Resolved^  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Romany.  * 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  Wolcott. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  the  officers  in  the  re- 
craiting  service,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  into  consideration, 
the  Congress,  thereupon,  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  colonels  of  the  several  battalions  ordered  to  be  raised, 
do  immediately  order  their  officers,  on  recruiting  service,  to  such  parts  where 
they  are  best  known,  and  have  the  greatest  probability  of  success. 

That  the  recruiting  officers  ought  to  be  careful  to  inlist  none  but  healthy^ 
sound  and  able-bodied  m^n,  and  not  under  sixteen  years  of  a^e. 

That  the  colonels  of  the  several  battalions  aforesaid,  appoint  some  place  or 

E laces  of  rendezvous,  to  which  the  recruits  may  be  sent,  and  where  the  batta- 
>ons  may  be  quartered. 

That  the  gnsatest  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  behaviour  of  the  troops  in 
quarters,  that  they  may  ffive  no  reasonable  cause  of  complaint. 

That  tiie  Quarters  of  £e  troops  be  duly  discharged  once  every  week. 

That  an  allowance  of  one  dollar  and  a  third  of  a  dollar  per  man,  be  made  to 
the  recruiting  officers  in  lieu  of  their  expenses  in  .recruiting,  exclusive  of  the 
subsistence-money  allowed  them.  And  that,  in  case  any  man  be  inlisted 
contrary  to  the  foregoing  r^ulations,  the  pay  they  may  have  received,  and  the 
subsistence- money  that  may  be  paid  for  them,  shall  be  stopped  from  the  pay  of 
such  recruitine  officers. 

That  the  colonels  of  the  several  battalions  to  be  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  be 
supplied  with  money  for  the  recruitine  service,  by  the  committee  of  safjpty  of 
said  colony,  and  disburse  the  same  to  the  severar  recruiting  officers ;  the  colo- 
nels and  other  officers  to  be  accountable  for  what  they  shall  recc^ive,  and  all 
arrears  they  may  fall  into,  to  be  stopped  f^m  their  paj- 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  one-third  of  a  dollar  per  man,  be 
allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  battalion,  for  each  man  by  them 
inlisted,  who  shall  have  passed  muster.  , 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurers  be  empowered  to  advance  to  Mr.  Reeonvillea 
sum  not  exceeding  400  dollars,  taking  his  draught  or  bill  on  his  agent  in  Cana- 
da, for  the  same. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  January  the  ISth,  enclosing  copies  of 
letters  from  gen.  Wooster,  colonel  Arnold,  ancf  others,  were  laid  before  Con- 
fess, and  read,  containing  an  account  of  an  unsuccessful  attempt  made  to  gain 
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possession  of  Quebec  bj  storm,  on  the  31st  of  December,  and  of  the  deslk  of 
general  Montgomery. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  matter  of  Soath-Carolina,  reapectine  the  aag^ 
ing  of  seamen,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  January  18, 1776.- 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Dr.  Church  was  referred.  broi^iB 
their  report,  which  being  taken  into  consideration, 

Re9o[v$d^  That  governor  Tmmbttll  be  desired  to  give  order  for  the  remoni 
of  Dr.  Church  to  some  more  comfortable  place  of  confinement  thaD  that  where 
he  now  is,  if  such  can  be  found  in  that  colony ;  and  that,  for  the  advancement  of 
his  health,  the  said  Dr.  Church  be  permitted  to  ride  out,  at  proper  seasons, «n- 
der  a  trusty  guard,  who  will  be  careful  to  prevent  his  carrying  on  anj  corns- 
pondence,  or  doing  anj  act  prejudicial  to  the  safety  and  welmre  of  the  Umled 
Colonies. 

A  letter  from  tlip  committee  of  Frederick-town,  Maryland,  enclosiiig  mmdiy 
intercepts  letters  found  upon  Dr.  John  Smith,  one  of  Connolly's  associates, 
being  brought  by  the  guard  who  had  the  chai-ge  of  bringing  down  said  Smidi, 
was  laid  before  Congress  and  read : 

Besohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  safety  for  the  cohay 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  take  the  examination  of  the  said  Dr.  Smith,  apd  then  osm- 
mit  him  to  safe  and  close  confinement. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  coBsideratwa 
the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  1  Stn  of  January,  with  the  endosDCi, 
and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

Tlio  members  chosen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Sherman,  Hr.  Wai^ 
and  Mr.  S.  Adams.  ' 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

,    FRIDAY,  January  19,  1776. 

Retclved^  That  five  members  be  elected  for  the  committee  of  olauas,  in  tk 
room  of  those  who  are  absent. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  for  Connecticut,  in  the  room  ^  Mr. 
Deane ;  Mr.  Fbyd,  for  New- York,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Lewis  ;  Mr.  M^Keas, 
for  the  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Rodney ;  Mr  Rogeii) 
ibr  Maryland,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Johnson  ;  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  lor  SMth-&us- 
lina,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Gadsden. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  Lancaster  were  referred,  fanra^ 
iaan  answer,  which  was  read  and  approved : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcnbed  and  forwarded. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tk 
matter  of  South-Cait>tin8,  respecting  seamen ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  captain  Cochran,  who  is  arrived  here 
for  the  purfmee  nS  recruiting  seamen,  to  porsoe  the  following  plan  in  tiie  inlbt- 
ingservice  in  which  he  is  employed  by  the  colony  of  Soutii-Carolina. 

That  he  offer  to  each  aMo-bodied  seaman  Ae  wages  of  ^^t  doQars  per 
montli,  and  that  he  pay  to  them  nine  dollars  bounty,  and,  upon  tiieir  anival  is 
South-Carolina,  the  further  bounty  of  five  dollars. 

That  captain  Cochran  repair  immedratel  j  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge  sad 
take  the  advice  and  direction  of  general  Washington  on  this  affair,  andpreceed 
to  inlist  his  seamen  in  sveh  parts  of  the  country  as  w\\  be  the  least  prmsdicial 
to  the  continental  service. 

That  the  president  write  to  general  Washington,  acquainting  Um  irifh  ibt 
situation  of  Soudi-Carolina,  the  necessity  that  colony  is  in  for  seamei^  afiddf 
airing  that  he  will  please  to  forward  this  service. 
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The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due« 

To  the  committee  of  Berks  county,  for  provisions,  ammunition,  &c.  famished 
the  rifle  companies,  ^^  14  10,  and  for  necessaries  furnished  the  prisoners  from 
St.  John's,  the  sum  of  -^8  13  11,  amounting,  in  the  vHbole»  to  J620  8  9^  equal 
to  54.5  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts.  - 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor  of  the  delegated 
of  South'Carolina,  for  the  sum  of  10,000  dollars,  which  was  appropriated  for 
Indian  affairs  in  the  southern  department.       ,        . 

The  council  of  safety  for  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  having  re- 
commended sundry  gentlemen  for  field  officers,  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  b0 
raised  in  that  colony,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  an  election,  and  die  baUotil 
beinv  taken, 

J(mn  Haslet,  esq.  was  elected  colonel,  and 

Gunning  Bedford,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel. 

The  Congress  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  oil 
the  state  of  the  colonies : 

Resolved,  That  four  battalions  be  raised  in  the  colony  of  New-Tork,  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  colony,  upon  the  same  pay  with  those  directed  to  be  raised  in  die 
colony  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  that  the  v  be  stationed  as  the  coomianding  officer 
of  the  New- York  department  shall  tnink  best,  to  garrison  the  several  forts  id 
that  colony,  from  Crown-Point  to  the  southward,  and  to  prevent  depredation^ 
upon  Lone-Island,  and  to  promote  the  safety  of  the  whole. 

Orderedf  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  he  transmitted  to  the 
council  of  safety  of  New- York;  and  that  they  be  requested,  with  all  possible 
expedition,  to  transmit  to  Congress,  the  names  of  a  number  of  gentlemen,  at 
least  two  for  each  command,  out  of  whom  the  Congress  may  elect  field  officers 
for  said  battalions. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

That  Roger  Stayner,  and  George  Jenkins^  be  appelated  first  lieutenants  in 
the  first  Pennsylvania  battalion. 

That  the  two  eldest  ensigns  he  promoted  to  be  second  Heutenants  in  the  room 
>f  the  above. 

That  Robert  Allison  be  appointed  an  ensign  in  said  battalhnr. 

That  Jacob  Shallus  be  appointed  quarter-master  of  said  battidion. 

The  committee  appointed  to  hear  the  complaints  of  the  officers,  and  colonel 
Bull's  defence,  brought  in  then*  report,  which,  after  debate,  was  referred  till 
x>-inorrow« 

The  committee  to  whom  general  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  Iddr  of  3nMkrj\ 
vith  the  papers  and  letters  enclosed,  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  whicu 
Aras  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  American  army  in  Canada  be  reinforced  with  all'  possible 
lespatch,  as  well  for  the  security  and  relief  of  our  friends  there,  as  for  better 
^curing  the  rights  and  liberties  not  only  of  that  colony,  but  the  other  United 
Colonies. 

That  an  express  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  New  Jeniey,  and  an 
pplication  made  to  that  of  Piennsylvania,  immediately  to  quicken  die  officers 
employed  in  levying  the  forces  directed  to  be  raised  in  those  colonies,  and 
n  arched  to  Canada,  and  do  all  in  their  power  to  forward  the  service.  And 
hat  the  committee  of  inspection  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  be 
equested  forthwith  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  aid  Mr.  J.  Mease  in  prO- 
;u  ring  of  the  householders  therm,  such  blankets  as  may  be  spared  from  their 
espective  families,  for  the  use  of  the  battalion  destined  for  this  important  ex- 
^clition^  at  so  severe  a  season ;  for  which  the  owners  shall  be  allowed  the  value  of 
uch  blankets,  according  to  the  estimation  of  the  said  committee  of  inspection. 
Vol..  I.  31 
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And  that  colonel  Bull  and  colonel  Maxwell,  do,  without  delay,  inarch  s«ck«f 
the  companies  of  their  battalions  as  are  now  readj,  to  general  Schuyler. 

Tliat  genera]  Washington  be  requested  to  detach  from  the  camp  at  Cam- 
bridge,  one  battalion,  if  the  service  there  will  permit  him  to  spare  one,  with 
orders  to  march  with  the  greatest  expedition  possible  to  Canada. 

That  for  the  more  speedy  raising  the  battauons,  ordered  on  the  8th  of  lui- 
uary,  to  be  raised  in  the  colonies  of  New-Hampshb:e»  Connecticut,  New -York, 
ajia  Pennsylvania,  for  the  defence  of  Canada,  it  be  recommended  to  the  ge- 
neral assemblies,  conventions,  or  councils,  or  committees  of  safetyp  of  tiiose 
colonies  respectively,  to  exert  their  utmost  endeavors  in  raising  the  said  bat- 
talions, upon  the  same  pay  and  subsistence  as  the  army  at  Cambridge,  and 
to  jurnish  them  with  provisions,  ammunition,  and  other  necessaries,  for  expe- 
diting their' march  to  Canada.  And,  for  farther  encoura|;ing  the  men  more 
cheerfully  to  enter  into  the  service  of  their  country,  to  give  a  bounty  of  mx 
dollars  and  two-thirds,  to  every  able-bodied  effective  man,  properly  clothed  for 
the  service,  and  having  a  good  firelock,  with  a  bayonet,  and  other  accoutre- 
mentis ;  and  four  dollars  to  everj  soldier  not  having  the  like  arms  and  accot- 
trements ;  the  arms  to  be  supplied  by  the  colony,  and  the  cost  to  be  dedactd 
gut  of  the  soldiers^  pay ;  ana  also  to  provide  a  blanket  and  haversack  for  evcij 
inlisted  soldier,  ana,  morever,  to  advance  one  month's  pay  to  every  oflBcer  and 
soldier  before  their  march,  that  they  may  be  aUe  to  purchase  necesaaij 
clothing. 

That  the  first  two  companies  which  shall  jbc  complete  of  every  battalion,  d» 
march  to  that  country  so  soon  as  they  shall  be  ready,  and  be  followed  in  tk 
same  numbers,  with  like  expedition,  by  the  rest  of  the  corps.  And  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  general  assemblies,  conventions,  and  councils  or  committees 
of  s|^ety,  of  the  colonies  in  which  batUlions  are  directed  to  be  raised,  tkt 
they  respectively  attend  to  this  business. 
.    The  committee  desired  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  January  20, 1776. 

.   Mi9olved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  tlie  treasurers,  in  favor  of  tlie  cen- 
mittee  of  safety  for  Pennsylvania,  for  the  sum  of  15,000  dollars,  for  the  usetf 
the  five  battalions  to  be  raised  in  said  colony ;  the  said  committee  to  be  ac- 
countable.. 
•    The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due» 

To  captain  Henry  Shylock,  for  his  expenses  in  bringing  Dr.  John  Smith  froa 
Hasarstown,  and  for  his  expenses  in  returning  home,  the  sum  of  89.3  doUiis. 

To  John  Nelson,  for  his  expenses  in  bringing  the  said  Dr.  John  Smith  fitia 

fikt  Little  Meadows  to  Hacarstown,  and  for  his  trouble  in  attending  him  o 

^ihis  city,  with  allowance  ofexpenses  in  returning  home,  the  sum  of  75  doUais 

'  To  Francis  Johnson,  esq,  for  sundry  expenses  incurred  by  guards  for  powder, 

:ww^iis,  &c.  the  sum  of  38  dollars. 

To  Thomas  .Dewees,  for  supporting  several  prisoners,  the  sum  of  45i 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Bull  was  presented  to  Cong;ress  and  read,  piUTUf 
for  leave,  on  account  of  ill  treatment  he  had  received  from  many  officers  oi  ^ 
corps,  to  reai^.his  commission. 

The  committee  on  general  Schuyler's  letter,  brought  in  a  farther  report. 
which  being  taken  into  consideration,  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  re- 
solutions : 

Mesolved^  That  general  Washington  be  desired  to  despatch  a  general  ofiicer, 
if  he  caa  be  spare^d  from  the  service  at  Cambridge,  to  command  the  army  ia 
Canada. 
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'thkU  it  being  necessaty  to  procure  a  larse  quantitr  of  specie  for  the  opera- 
tions in  Canada,  which  cannot  be  successfully  carried  on  without  ihkt  article^ 
it  be  recommended  to  the  general  ilssemblies,  conventions,  and  councils  or  com- 
mittees of  safety,  upon  the  continent,  to  employ  proper  persons,  within  their 
respectiye  colonies,  to  collect  all  the  gold  and  silver  coin  they  can,  and  inform 
CoMress  of  the  sum  collected. 

That  it  will  not  be  expedient  at  present  to  send  a  committed  of  Congress  to 
Canada: 

That  the  committee  of  secrecy  be  desired  to  despatch  one  ton  of  gun-pow- 
der with  the  first  companies  that  shall  march  from  Pennsylvania  to  Canada,  and 
that  governor  Trumbull  be  desired  to  send  the  like  quantity  of  gun-powdet* 
with  3\e  first  detachment  of  forces  directed  to  march  thither  firom  Connecticut : 
That  the  losses  sustained  by  captain  Hazen  be  ascer^ined  by  commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer  in  Canada,  and  that  the 
commissioners  report  their  proceedings,  with  the  examination  of  the  witnesses, 
and  their  own  opmion  thereupon,  to  Congress : 

That  the  general  assemblies,  conventions  or  councils,  or  committees  of  saf^ 
tT»  of  the  colonies,  in  which  forces  are  directed  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of 
Canada,  be  desired  to  raise,  for  the  same  service,  4>ne  company  of  matrosses, 
consisting  of  forty  privates,  in  each  colony,  under  proper  officers ;  and  where  a 
company  cannot  be  completed,  to  raise  as  many  as  tney  can,  under  subaltern 
officers,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers : 

That  general  Wooster  be  desired  to  take  possession  of  the  medicine  chest 
mentioned  by  colonel  Campbell,  to  be  claimed  by  Ih*.  Beaumont,  and  if  it  ap- 
pear to  him  to  be  private  property,  to  pay  the  value  thereof  to  the  owner : 

That  tfao  general  asseinblies,  conventions,or  councils  or  committees  of  safe- 
tj,  be  desired  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  recovering  the  arms,  ac- 
coutrements, batteaus,  tools,  and  other  stores  of  the  continent,  said  to  have  been 
carried  off* by  some  of  the  soldiers  who  have  returned  from  Canada: 

That  12,500  dollars  be  advanced  to  each  of  the  general  assemblies  or  coun- 
als,  or  committees  of  safety,  of  the  colonies  in  which  forces  are  directed  to  be 
raised  for  the  service  of  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  their  respective 
raiments  : 

That,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  to  prevent  delays,  blank  commis- 
sions be  issued  by  the  president  for  the  field  officers,  captains,  and  subalterns^ 
who  are  to  command  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raised  for  Canada,  in  New- 
Hampshire,  and  Connecticut,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  names  of  such  gentlemen 
as  shall  be  judged  most  proper  by  the  convention  or  committee  ot  safety  of 
New-Hampshire,  and  by  the  governor  and  council  of  Connecticut : 
That  the  fore^ins  resolution  be  not  drawn  into  a  pre<^edent : 
That,  exclusive  of  colonel  Livingston  and  his  r^ment,  already  determined 
on,  there  be  one  thousand  Canadians  more  raised,  for  one  year,  or  during  the 
present  disputes,  at  six  dollars  and  two-thirds  bounty,  and  the  usual  pay,  which 
number  shall  compose  four  battalions,  and  form  one  regiment,  five  companies  of 
fifty  men  to  each  battalion;  one  captain,  one  lieutenant  and  one  ensign,  to  each 
company,  and  four  majors,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  and  one  colonel,  to  the  whole 
r^nment: 

That  tbecomtnittee  of  safetv  ^Pennsylvania  be  desired  to  provide  and  des- 
patch fifes  and  drams  to  Canada,  for  the  two  r^ments  directed  to  be  raised  in 
that  colony. 

Bemdved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  tiie  treasurers,  in  favor  of  the  delegatesT 
of  New-Hampshire,  6r  the  above  sum  of  1S,500  dollars ;  and.  in  favor  of 
tke  delwites  of  Connecticut,  for  the  like  sum  of  12,500  dollars ;  and  in  favor 
«f  the  delegates  of  New- York,  for  the  like  sum  of  12,500  dollars,  for  the  use  of 
the  battalions  to  be  raised  for  Canada;  and  that  the  said  delegates  be  desired  to 
hrwMrd  the  said  sums  to  their  respective  colonies  with  ajl  expedition ;  the 
KTeral  c<Aonies  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 
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Mesohedj  That  the  preiideiit  be  directed  to  tend  an  ex^reM  to  genenl 
Schttjler,  with  a  letter,  informing  him  of  the  meaaurea  the  Congreaa  have  takei 
for  the  defence  of  Caaada^  and  deairing  him  to  forward  the  aaoae  to  geacnl 
Wooster: 

That  he  likewiae  despatch  an  expresa,  with  the  like  infonnation,  to  genen! 
Wa^hin^on,  to  the  govemor  of  Connecticut,  and  the  ceoventioii  or  ciNHiciirf 
jafety  ot  New-Jersey,  New-YoiiL  and  New-Hampshire. 

Tne  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended,  the  following  peiMBs 
for  ensigns  in  the  trst  PetoBsylvania  liattalion,  viz:  N4eholas  Sc«IU  Josnh 
<vreenwaj,  John  Irvine,  John  Brice,  lUchard  Rice,  and  MMor  WaibraoB,  tin 
same  were  agreed  to,  and  commissions  ordered  to  be  given  them  accordingif:. 

Eesolvei,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  supiri  j  the  delcntcs  af 
New-Jersey  with  300  pounds  of  powder  for  the  use  of  colondi  MaximlH  bat- 
talion. 

Ordered^  That  Tiipoth j  Matlack  deliver  to  the  delegates  of  Now^Joney,  er 
their  order,  a  quantity  of  flints,  for  the  use  of  said  battalion,  and  ball  or  leai 
froportioBed  to  300  ^unds  of  powder. 

That  the  treasurers,  with  all  expedition,  send  a  tmaty  persMi  witti  ^1,OOD« 
in  continental  bills,  to  Samuel  Patterson,  esq.  and  receive  in  exdiaBge  fsr  tk 
aanke  so  much  in  silver  and  gold. 

Adjouraed  to'  tea  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jbaam^  26, 1776. 

Sandry  ktlers,Ti£.  one  from  general  Washington,  of  the  llA  of  Janavv* 
two  from  lord  Sterling,  one  of  the  18th  and  another  k£  the  19th  of  Jaoaary,  see 
from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  iOthof  Jaauary,  and  one  from  the  comniittec  d 
Trenton,  of  the  19th  of  January ;  also  a  petition  firom  John  Sparling,  bciif  iv- 
ceived,  were  read. 

Resolved^  That  the  above  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Adjuns. 

JBesotesd,  That  the  president  be  empowered  to  employ  a  private  aecietary, 
to  be  paid  by  the  Unit^  Colonies. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due^ 

To  Beiiedict  ArAold,  oa  accotint  of  his  expdises  in  his  expedition  aguuft 
Crown-Point  and  Ticooderoga,  a  bdance  amounting  to  819  dollars,  to  be  fm^ 
to  Klas  Oeane,  eso. 

Orieredf  That  the  saaie  be  paid. 

Resolved^  That  die  committee  of  Trenton  be  desired  to  send  general  Prs- 
cot  and  captain  Chace  under  a  guard  to  Philadelphia. 

Resolveif  That-aconunittee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  consider  a  proper 
aiethod  of  paying  a  just  tribute  of  giatitude  to  tiie  memory  of  general  MiifiT' 
gomerys 

The  atembers  chosen,  Mr.  Livingston,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

TBe  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  field-officers  for  the  second  Ct- 
yadian  rwiment,  and, 

Moses  Hazea,  esq.  was  elected  colonel. 

Edward  Antii,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel. 

Miuohed,  That  the  United  Colonies  win  indemnify  colonel  Hazen  for  ssj 
loss  of  half-pay  he  iMiy  sustain  in  consequence  of  his  eateriag  into  their  service. 

Resolved^  That  the  appointment  of  majors,  captains,  and  sabaltem  and  staff- 
officers  in  the  seoond  Canadian  regiment,  be  left  to  ^  commander  in  chid  m 
Canada,  with  the  advice  of  the  general  officers  in  that  country,  and  of  cohwel 
Hazen,  lieutenant-colonel  Antil,  and  Mr.  Price. 

The  Con^;ress  resumed  the  consideration  of  colonel  BoU^s  application,  for 
les^e  to  resign  his  commission. 
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Besolvtiy  That  leave  be  granted  him. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  colonel  for  the  first  Peno- 
syWania  tNittalion»  in  the  room  of  colonel  Bull,  and  John  Philip  de  Haas  was 
elected. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Duncan  Campbell,  a  prisoneri  being  presented  to 
Congress^  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  die'  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  empowered  to 
take  his  parole,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  reside  at  Lancaster. 

AppHcatioQ  beins  made  in  behalf  of  lieutenant  M'Donnald,  for  leave  to  come 
to  Philadelphia,  i^nd  remain  there  five  days,  in  order  to  transact  some  neces- 
sary basiness ; 

Jbesolved,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  January  23,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  14th  of  January,  enclosing  a  letter 
from  eenend  Arnold,  was  read: 

Ofwredt  That  the  secretary  draw  up  a  narrative  of  the  repulse  our  troops 
met  with,  and  of  the  loss  sustained  in  their  unsuccessful  attempt  on  Quebec, 
and  laj  die  same  before  Congress. 

Resolved f  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Canada. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Liviogton,  Mr.  Lynch  and  Mr.  Wilson. 

Besolvedj  That  the  articles  of  war  be  translated  into  French,  and  500  copies 
sent  to  Canada. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Adam  Ekel,  for  wagonage  from  Lancaster  to  Cambridge,  with  captain 
Smith's  company  of  riflemen,  a  balance  of  43.3  dollars. 

To  Deborah  Siddens,  for  provisions  for  captain  Ross's  company,  the  sum  of 
15.3  dollars. 

To  John  Jervis,  for  ferriage,  horse-hire,  &C  the  sum  of  12  dollars. 

To  the  committee  of  Romboiet  precinct,  in  Duchess  county,  in  the  colony  of 
I^ew-Tork,  the  sum  of  129.4  dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  wagonage,  the  sum  of  67  dollars. 

To  Timoth  J  Matlack,  for  cash  by  him  paid  to  Archibald  Dick,  the  expenses 
of  a  guard  over  a  powder-wagon,  16.4  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  In- 
dian affairs,  which,  after  debate,  was  recommitted. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  favor  of  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  of  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  for  the  sum  of  3000 
dollars,  for  the  vse  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  in  that  colony ;  the 
said  committee  to  be  ordered  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  d4, 1776. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Trenton,  of  January  the  23d,  was  read. 

The  secretary  laid  before  Congress  an  account  of  the  repulse  our  troops 
met  with  in  their  attempt  on  Quebec,  the  dlst  of  December ;  which  was  reaa  i 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  published. 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  soldiers,  ordered  to  Canada,  as  are  married,  and 
are  desirous  of  having  part  of  their  pay  given  to  their  wives,  be  indulged ;  and 
that  the  captains  or  pay -master  be  directed,  in  future  payment  of  such  soldiers^ 
to  deduct  such  part  of  their  monthly  pay. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  directed  to  inform  general  Schuyler,  that 
the  return  of  cannon  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  December  21st,  is  mislaid,  and 
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that  therefore  he  is  desired  to  make  a  retttm,  as  soon  as  possible,  of  ail  the  caa- 
non  and  artillery  at  Crown -Point  and  Ticooderoga,  exclusive  of  those,  takea 
bj  colonel  Knox,  for  general  Washington. 

Besolved,  Thfit  Mr.  Bankson  be  appointed  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  room  ti 
Mr.  Morgan,  who  is  in  the  country. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress  that  some  soldiers  in  the  first  Pemi- 
sjlvania  battalion^  now  under  orders  to  marchto  Canada,  are  not  supplied 
with  arms :  .  \ 

JResolved,  That  the  commandiiie  officer  of  s«d  Imttalion  be  directed  to  make 
a  return  of  the  arms  of  said  battaTiotiy  anid  how  many  are  wanting,  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  committee  of  inspection  and  observation  for  the  city  and-  liberties 
of  Philadelphia: 

That  the  said  committee  be  desired  to  use  their  utmost  influence  to  piovide 
good  arms  for  such  of  said  battalion  as  may  want  them. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  consider  the  propcie- 
tr  of  establishing  a  war  office,  and  the  powers  with  which  the  said  office 
should  be  vested. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Frankliii,  Mr.  E.  Rutiedge,  Mr.  Har- 
rison, Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Morris. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  tp  the  inhabitants  of  Canada, 
reported  a  draught  wtiich  beinj;  read  and  conndered,  was  approved. 
'  Ordered^  That  the  same  be  immediately  translated  and  printed. 

Besolved^  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor  of  Carpenter 
Wharton,  for  the  sum  of  1000  dollars,  to  enable  him  tb  supply  the  first  i'ena- 
sylvania  battalion  with  provisions  on  their  march  to  Albany ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Hesdved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Diclunton,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Daane, 
and  Mr.  Alexander. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor  of  colonel 
Hazen,  for  the  sum  of  533  1-5  dollars,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  like  order  be  drawn  in  favor  of  colonel  Antil,  for  the  sum  of  200 
dollars. 

That  the  sum  of  2666  2-3  dollars,  in  specie,  be  advanced  to  colonel  Hazen, 
for  tlie  use  of  the  battalion  to  be  by  him  ndsed  in  Canada,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

THURSDAY,  January  25,  1776. 

Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  the  committee  of  Trenton,  dated  the  S3d  <^ 
January;  one  from  Ibbetson  Hamar,  and  from  Dr.  Richard  Huddleston,  of  the 
same  date ;  and  one  from  the  committee  of  Lancaster,  of  the  22d  of  January, 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  correspondence. 

A  letter  from  eolonel  Maxwell,  respecting  the  unjn^pared  state  of  his  bat- 
talion, beine  read : 

Resolveit  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  favor  of  the  com- 
mittee ot  Trenton,  for  the  sum. of  4000  dollars,  to  purchase  arras  for  colooel 
Maxwell's  battalion,  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  the  jpresident  write  to  the  said  committee,  and  to  Mr.  Lowry, 
stimulating  them  to  turnish  colonel  Maxwell's  battalion  with  tlie  articles  ne- 
cessary for  their  march ;  and  that  the  president  write  to  colonel  Maxwell,  and 
direct  him  to  send  forward  to  Albany,  the  first  company  that  can  be  got  ready, 
and  that  he  cause  the  other  companies  to. march  with  Uke  ezpedUibo,  one  at  i 
lime,  as  fast  as  tliey  can  be  got  ready. 
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Resolved^  That  a  comniittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the  examination  of 
brigadier-general  Prescot  and  captain  Chace,  who  are  arrived  at  Philadelphia, 
and  report  to  Conj;ress  : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Sherman* 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  a  proper  method  of  paying  a  just 
tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  general  Montgomery,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

it  being  not  onlj  a  tribute  of  gratitude  justly  due  to  the  memory  of  those 
'who  have  peculiarly  distinguished.themsel.ves  in  tjie  glorious  cause  of  liberty,  to 
perpetuate  their  names  by  the  ipost  durable  monuments  erected  to  their  ho- 
nor, but  also  greatly  conducive  to  inspire  posterity  witli  an  emulation  of  their 
illustrious  actions: 

Besolved,  That,  to  express  .the  veneration  of  the  United  Colonies  for  their 
late  general,  Richard  Montgomery,  and  the  deep  sen.se  they  entertain  of  the 
many  signal  and  important  services  of  that  gallant  officer,  who,  after  a  series 
of  successes,  amidst  the  inpst  discouraging  difficulties,  fell  at  len^h  in  a  gal- 
lant attack  upon  Quebec,  the  .capital  of  Canada;  and  to  transmit  to  future 
ages,  as  examples  truly  worthy  oi  imitation,  his  patriotism,  conduct,  boldness 
of  enterprize,  insuperable  perseverance,  and  contempt  of  danger  and  death ; 
a  monument  be  procured  from  Paris,  or  any  other  part  of  France,  with  an  in- 
scription, sacred  to  his  memory,  and  expressive  of  his  amiable  character  and 
lieroic  achievements.  And  that  the  continental  treasurers  be  directed  to  ad- 
vance a  sum,  not  exceeding  ^  300  sterling,  to  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  (who  is 
desired  to  see  this  resolution  properly  executed)  for  defraying  the  expense 
thereof. 

That  Dr.  Smith  be  desired  to  prepare  and  deliver  a  funeral  oration  in  honor 
of  general  Mon^mery,  and  of  those  officers  and  soldiers,  who  so  magnani- 
mously fought  and  fell  with  him  in  maintaining  the  principles  of  American 
liberty. 

Besolved,  That  the  direction  of  the  fleet  fitted  out  by  the  order  of  Congress, 
be  left  to  the  naval  committee. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington,  dated  the  14th  of  January,  being  re- 
ceived, was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  correspondence. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Mease  be  appointed  a  commissary  to  supply  the 
battalions,  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  with  the  articles  allowed  by 
Consress ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  for  his  trouble,  one  and  one-fourth  per  cent, 
in  full  of  all  charges  for  the  money  passing  through  his  hands,  and  that  he  give 
security  for  the  just  and  faithful  expenditure  of  the  same. 

That  Mr.  Lrnch  and  Mr.  Allen  take  the  security. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  favour  of  the  dele- 

f;ates  of  North-Carolina,  for  the  sum  of  10,000  dollai*s,  for  the  use  of  the  batta- 
ions  ordered  to  be  raised  in  that  colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  the  exaniination  of  general  Prescot  and 
captain  Chace,  made  report  of  their  proceedings : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  make  farther  enquiry  in- 
to the  character  and  conduct  of  general  Prescot,  and  inspect  the  letters  of  gene- 
ral Schuyler  and  general  Montgomery  concerning  him. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Roberdeau  be  requested  to  relieve  the  guard  from 
Trenton,  who  have  charge  of  general  Prescot  and  captain  Chase,  with  a  trus- 
ty guard  from  his  battalion. 

Sesolvedj  That  the  fortification  at  Crown-Point  be  not  repaired ;  and  that 
the  fortress  at  Ticonderoga  be  repaired  and  made  defensible ;  and  that  general 
Schuyler  be  desired  to  make  return  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  may  be,  of  the  size 
and  number  of  cannon,  that  will  be  necessary  to  fortify  that  place; 
.     Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morro^y. 
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FRIDAY,  January  26,  1776. 

A  letter  fromeeneral  Lee,  dated  the  22d  of  January,  encIosiDga  letter  from 
the  committee  of  safety  of  New -York,  was  received  and  read. 

Beaolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  repair  to  New-Ywi, 
to  consult  and  advise  with  the  council  of  safety  of  that  colony,  and  with 
general  Lee,  respecting  the  immediate  defence  of  the  city  of  New- York ;  and 
that  general  Lee  be  directed  to  follow  the  determination  of  the  said  conuut- 
tee  thereupon : 

That  it  oe  an  instruction  to  the  said  committee,  in  case  the  city  cannot  be 
defended,  that  they  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  inhabitants  immediately  tt 
remove  their  most  valuable  effects  to  a  place  of  safety : 

That  the  said  committee  be  farther  instructed  to  consult  with  general  Lee 
and  the  committee  of  safety  of  New- York,  about  the  fortifications  on  Hudsoa^i 
river,  and  about  fvrtifyine  the-pass  at  Hellgate : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr. Xynch,  and  Mr.  Allen. 

Sesolvedt  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  what  allow- 
ance ought  to  be  made  for  paying  the  troops  raised  in  New-Jeney  and  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Allen. 

Resolvedt  That  an  onler  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  favour  of  the  con- 
misaioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  for  the  sum  of  1000 
dollars,  ^e  said  commissioners  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  sundry  persons,  respecting  the  inlisting  apprentices,  wis 
presented  and  i-ead. 

A  letter  from  Pittsburg,  dated  the  15th  of  January,  with  enclosed  papei% 
was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  January  2r,  irr6. 

A  letter  from  eeneral  Washington,  dated  the  19th  of  January ;  one  fros 
the  committee  at  Trenton,  dated  the  24th ;  one  from  lord  Sterling,  dated  the 
25th,  and  one  from  T.  Lowry,  dated  the  24th  of  the  fiame  month,  were  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  committee  of  claims. reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  colonel  C.  Wynkoop,  for  expenses  in  briiiging  a  party  of  prisoners  fros 
St.  John's,  the  sum  of  T^oJ  dollars,  of  which  S&2  oollars  ought  to  be  chaiged 
to  the  officers  of  the  said  party  of  prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Resolved,  Tliat  tlie  committee  of  inspection  of  Esopus,  or  Kingston,  he  di- 
rected to  supply  the  prisoners  tliere  with  necessary  clothing,  and  also  ts 
provide  them  with  lodging  and  provisions  not  exceeding  the  rations  allowed  U 
privates  in  the  continental  army,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  they  cam 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideralioB 
the  report  of  tlie  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department, 
and  the  state  of  the  Indians  in  the  said  department. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr,  Paine,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Duaae,  aad 
Mr.  Rogers. 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  issue  to  Cayashota,  giving  him  the  rank  of  a 
colpnel,  and  that  a  silver  gorget  be  presented  to  him. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
case  of  Mr.  Juge, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Juge  be  permitted  to  export  the  manufactures  or  prodvce 
of  the  colony  of  Maryland  (homed  cattie,  hoss,  sheen,  and  poultry  excepted) 
to  any  port  or  place  whatsoever,  (except  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  British 
isles,  the  British  West-Indies,  and  except  for  the  supply  of  tiie  Britiafa  aripr 
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or  navj  in  Ami^rica)  to  the  amount  of  the  canvas  imported  by  him  into  the  said 
colony :  the  said  valae  to  be  ascertained  by  the  committee  of  inspection  and 
observation  for  tlie  county  of  Baltimore : 

Resolved,  nevertheless,  that  the  indulgence,  in  this  instance,  ought  not  to  be 
drawn  into  example,  the  same  being  granted  to  Mr.  Juse  on  account  of  the 
peculiar  circumstanpes  of  his  case ;  and  that  the  said  Mr.  Juee  be  enioined, 
by  the  aforesaid  committee  of  Baltimore,  to  avoid,  if  possible,  lul  British  ships 
of  war  and  armed  cutters  on  his  voyaee.  . 

A  memorial  from  H.  Keppele  and  John  Steinmetz  was  presented  to  Congress, 
and  read: 
Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Alexander,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 
Resolvedf  I1iat  a  committee  of  three  be  appobfed,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  matter  of  inlisting  apprentices  and  persons  in  debt : 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  M^Kean,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 
The  committee  to  whom  the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  Albany,  and  the 
letter  from  Y.  P.  Douw,  esq.  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report:  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  preserve  the  confidence  and  friendship  of  the 
Indians,  and  to  prevent-their  suffering  for  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  a 
suitable  assortment  of  Indian  goods,  to  the  amount  of  £  40,000  sterling,  be 
iouported  on  account  and  risk  of  the  United  Colonies : 

That  the  said  goods,  when  imported,  be  divided  among  the  different  depart- 
neote,  in  the  following  proportions,  viz :  for  the  northern  department,  compre- 
lieoding  Capada«  ^13,333  6  8  sterling;  for  the  middle  department,  the  like 
value :  and  the  residue  for  the  soudiern  department : 

That  in  order  to  pay  for  the  said  goods,  a  quantity  of  produce  of  these  colo- 
nies be  exported  to  some  for^ugn  European  market,  where  it  will  sell  to  the  best 
advantage : 

That  the  secret  committee  be  empowered  to  contract  with  proper  persons 
for  importing  said  goods,  and  for  exporting  produce  to  pay  for  the  same : 

That  the  said  goods,  when  impoited,  be  delivered  to  the  commissioners  of 
Indian  affairs  for  the  respective  aepartments,  or  their  order,  in  the  proportions 
before  mentioned : 

That  the  respective  commissioners,  or  such  of  them  as  can  conveniently  as- 
semble for  that  purpose,  ^all,  as  the  goods  arrive,  fix  a  price^  adding  to  the 
first  cost^  interest,  the  charge  of  insurance,  and  all  other  charges,  and  also  a 
commission,  not  exceeding  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  tiie  first  cost,  for  their 
own  care  and  trouble  in  receiving,  storine  and  selling  them  to  the  Indian 
traders ;  but  such  commissioners  as  are,  at  the  same  time,  members  df  Congress, 
aiiall  not  be  burthened  with  this  part  of  the  business,  nor  receive  any  part  of 
the  aforesaid  commission : 

That  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  trade  with  the  Indians  without  license 
from  one  or  more  of  the  commissioners  of  each  respective  department : 

That  all  traders  shall  dispose  of  thein  goods  at  such  stated  reasonable  prices, 
aa  shall  be  fixed  and  ascertained  by  the  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  such 
as  can  conveniently  assemble  for  that  purpose,  in  each  respective  department, 
and  shall  allow  the  Indians  a  reasonable  once  for  their  skins  and  furs,  a|id  take 
BO  unjust  advantage  of  their  distress  ana  intemperance ;  and,  to  this  end,  they 
shall,  respectiveiy,  upon  receiving  their  licenses,  enter  into  bond  to  the  com-  "* 
onssumers,  for  the  use  of  tiie  Umted  Colonies,  in  such  penalty,  as  the  acting 
coBuatssioners  or  commissioner  shall  think  proper,  conditioned  for  the  per- 
fitfnance  of  the  terms  and  regulations  above  prescribed : 

TUtt  to  such  licensed  traders  only,  the  respective  commissioners  shall  de- 
liver the  goods,  so  to  be  imported,  in  such  proportions  as  they  shall  judge  wilt 
best  promote  a  fair  trade^  and  relieve  the  necessities  of  the  Indiaiis : 
Yob  L  32 
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That  ev«rv  trad€r,  on  receiving  the  g;oods,  shall  pay  to  the  commimiooenia 
himd,  the  price  at  which  they  shall  be  estimated ;  and  the  commiasionen  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  as  the  money  shall  come  to  their  bands,  transmit  the  sane 
ta  the  continental  treasurers,  deducting  only  the  allowance  for  their  tnrable  is 
aforesaid : 

That  the  trade  with  the  Indian  nations  shall  be  carried  on  at  anch  posts  an^ 
places  only,  as  the  commisaioiiers  for  each  department  shall  reapectiTely  ap- 
point: 

That  these  resolutions  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  or  debar  any  private 
person  from  importing  goods  for  the  Indian  trade,  under  the  restrictiiMis  ex- 
pressed in  the  association. 

AdjouTBed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  January  29,  1776. 

A  letter  from  governor  TrumbulU  dated  January  the  SOth,  being  recmed, 
waft  fead. 

Resolvei^  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers^  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jaaei 
Mease,  commissary,  for  the  sum  of  5000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  battalion 
ordered  to  be  raised  tn  Pennsylvania. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  general  Waahingta^ 
dated  the  i9th  instant,  with  the  papers  therein  mentioned,  and  the  letter  frssi 
lord  Sterling,  dated  the  24th,  and  the  letter  from  the  committee  at  Trentu, 
dated  the  daylast  mentioned,  brought  in  their  report :  "Whereupoiiy 

B€9olved,  That  the  a^ication,  made  by  ^neral  Washington  to  tbe  govcn- 
ments  of  New-Hampshire,  MassacBusetts-liay,  and  Connecticut,  in  such  is 
exigency,  to  raise  a  regiment  in  each  of  those  colonies  for  the  8ervi<:e  of  Ca- 
nada, were  prudent,  consistent  with  his  duty,  and  a  farther  manifestatioo  af 
hjfl^ommenaable  zeal  for  the  good  of  his  country ;  that  the  ready  atteotioD  af 
the  said  governments  to  those  applications,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  tiiej 
undertook,  and  the  expedition  with  which  they  proceed  in  the  busineaa,  are 
additional  proofs  of  their  meritorious  attachment  to  the  common  cause,  and  naj 
pk^ttce  signal  public  advantages :  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  general 
assembly  of  Massachuaetts-Bay,  to  raise  the  like  number  of  matroaaea*  and  ia 
tiie  like  manner,  and  that  both  these  and  the  additional  regiment  there,  be  in- 
liated  on  the  same  terms  as  tiiose  directed  to  be  raued  for  uus  service  in  Nev- 
Hampshire,  Connecticut,  New-York,,  and  Pennsylvania ;  and  for  tins  nnrpsse, 
that  12,500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  dele^tes  of  Massachusetta-Bay,  aad 
forwarded  by  them,  with  blank  military  commissions  for  the  field  officers,  cap- 
tains and  subalterns,  signed  by  tiie  president  to  the  said  general  assembly : 

That  the  three  regiments  to  be  raised  in  New-Hampshire,  Massacfausetts- 
Bay  and  Connecticut,  for  the  service  in  Canada,  be  exclusive  of  the  thirtca 
intended  to  reinforce  the  army  at  Cambridge : 

That  the  loss  of  and  damage  to  such  fire  arms,  belonging  to  the  soldiers  in  llie 
service  of  the  continent,  as  shall  happen  not  through  carelessness  or  misbeha- 
viour, the  Value  being  ascertuned  in  a  proper  manner,  to  be  provided  by  d»e 
feneral  assemblies^  conventions,  or  councils  or  committees  of  safety  of  tbe 
Tnited  Colonies  respectively,  be  made  sood  to  the  owners;  and  that  their 
arms,  after  their  time  of  service  is  expired,  be  not  detained  from  them : 
>  That  tiie  alertness,  activity  and  good  conduct  of  lord  Sterling,  and  the  hr* 
wardness  and  spirit  ot  the  gentiemen,  and  others,  from  Elizabeth-town,  wha 
voluntarily  assisted  him  in  taking  tiie  ship  Blue-Mountain  Valley,  were  lauda« 
lAe  and  exemplary ;  and  that  his  lordship  be  directed  to  secure  the  captors 
until  the  further  order  of  the  Conmss  t  and  tiiat,  in  the  mean  time,  he  caase 
such  part  of  the  loadings  as  woula  otherwise  perish,  to  be  disposed  of  bj  sale. 

The  committee  desired  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Wheelock,  bein^  lud  before  Congress,  was  read»  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  i^airs  in  the  middle  department; 
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The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Hugh  MClenahan^  an  exoress  from  Pittsbnre,  for  expenses,  ftcthesuBi 
•f  46.2  dollars..  ©  r- 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Beeolved,  That  eeneral  Prescot  be  committed  to«  and  kept  in  close  confine* 
meat  in  the  ^1  of  Philadelphia*  till  farther  orders  of  Conj;re88. 

That  captain  Chace  be  remanded  to  Trenton,  and  permitted  to  remde  with 
the  other  oflScers  on  his  parole.     . 

^  A  memorial  and  pronosal  of  captain  John  Nelson,  respecting  a  company  of 
riflemen,  was  presenteu  to  Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  captaili 
Nelson. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Wisner,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  January  SO,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Cadwallader  and  Dr.  Shippen,  jun.  be  desired  to  inspect 
the  room  of  the  gaol  where  general  Prescot  is  confined*  and  enquire  into  the 
Btate  of  his  health,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  captain  Nelson,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  thereupon, 

Resolved^  That  captain  Nelson's  company  of  riflemen,  now  raised,  consbt- 
ing  of  one  captain,  tnree  lieutenants,  four  seijeants,  four  corporals  and  seven-* 
tj  privates,  be  inlisted  for  the  service  of  Canada,  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
other  tf^ps  ordered  fortiiat  service,  and  that  thej  march  to  Canada,  and  joia 
a  regiment  there  as  soon  as  possible :  that  they  t!e  allowed  one  quarter  of  a 
dollar  per  day,  for  their  subsistence  on  their  march  to  Albany : 

That  six  dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  bounty,  be  paid  to  each  non-c^mt** 
missioned  officer  and  soldier,  who  is  furnished  with  sufiicient  arms,  accoutre- 
onents,  and  clothing  for  the  -service,  upon  their  entering  into  the  service  of  the 
colonies,  and  one  month's  pay  to  the  commissioned  officers. . 

That  900  dollars  be  advanced  to  said  captain  Nelson  for  that  purpose,  and 
for  the  subsistence  of  said  company  to  Reading: 

That  the  sum  of  700  dollars  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  inspection  atRead- 
ng :  that  said  committee  pay  one  month's  wases  to  the  non-commissioned  of- 
icers  and  soldiers,  upon  their  arrival  there,  and  deliver  the  residue  of  said  sum 
:o  cantain  Nelson,  for  the  subsistence  of  said  company  in  their  march  fom  thence 
o  Albany;  he  to  account  for  what  money  he  receives  with  general  Schuyler. 

The  officers  of  said  company  are,  John  "Nelson,  captun ;  Moses  Dicker,  first* 
ieu tenant ;  Adam  Ott,  second  ditto ;  Isaac  Newkirk,  third  ditto. 

The  committee,  to  whom  general  Washin^on's  letter  of  the  14th  of  JanuV 
ry,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration, 
.nd  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  tent-cloth  which  can  be  procured  in  Philadelphia  anf 
4^eiv-York,  be  purchased,  for  the  Congress,  and  that  the  quantity  necessary 
)r  the  ensuing  campaign  in  the  army  before  Boston,  be  forwarded  thither,  if 
o  much  is  to  be  had : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  assemblies  in  N^-England,  to  as- 
[st  the  general  in  procuring  arms ;  and  that  thethankaof  the  Congress  be 
iven  to  such  of  them  as  have  already  done  so : 

That  Mr.  James  Mease,  in  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  AIsop,  and  Mr. 
<•  Morris,  in  New-York,  be  directed  to  carry  the  former  resolution  into  exe« 
ation. 

The  committee  on  the  inlistment  of  apprentices^  &c.  brought  in  their  report^ 
ad  the  same  being  taken  into  consideration, 
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Besolvedy  That  no  apprcDtice  whatsoever  be  inlUted  within  the  colonies  of 
New-Jeney,  Pennsylvania,  the  counties  on  Delaware  or  Maryland,  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  Colonies,  without  the  consent  of  his 
master. or  mistress  first  obtained  in  writing;  and  that  all  apprentices  now  is- 
listed  as  soldiers  in  the  said  army  or  navy,  without  such  consent,  be  immediate- 
ly dischai|;ed  from  the  service,  on  the  application  of  their  masters  or  mistresseBy 
apon  payment  of  all  just  and  reasonable  charges  of  their  inlistment : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  all  creditors,  whose  demands  against  anyperMB 
who  is  inlisted,  or  shall  inlist,  in  the  continental  service,  shul  not  amount  to 
the  value  of  35  dollars,  not  to  arrest  any  such  debtor  til^  the  expiratiofi  of  the 
time  for  which  he  is  inlisted. 

That  every  person  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  inlisting  himself  in 
the  army  or  navy  aforesaid,  may,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  sneh  infist- 
ment,  obtain  his  discharge,  by  refunding  the  money  received  from  the  recnit- 
ing  officer,  and  returning  sucli  necessaries  as  may  have  been  snpplied  lum  by 
the  officer,  or  the  value  thereot  in  money. 

Resolved^  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  for  the  sum  of  1000 
dollars,  to  dischai|;e  a  draft  of  the  pay-master  general,  for  so  much  deported 
with  him,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Jlesolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  u 
application  from  the  committee  of  safety  for  New-York. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Lee*  and  Mr. 
Rodney. 

Resolved,  That  the  naval  committee  be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  treasnr- 
ers  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  50,000  dollars,  in  order  to  dischai^  sundiy  debts 
by  them  contracted. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  added.'to  the  committee  of  secret  corres- 
pondence. 
.  Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  31, 1776. 

Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  lord  Sterling,  dated  the  27th  of  January;  one 
from  the  committee  of  Trenton,  of  the  SOui,  one  from  col.  St.  Clair,  of  the 
S7th,  and  one  from  col.  Maxwell,  of  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  confer  with  colonel 
Maxwell  respecting  the  state  of  his  regiment,  and  report  the'means  of  Csdlita- 
ting  and  hastening  his  marph. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Wilson* 

A  report  from  Dr.  Cadwallader  and  Dr.  Shippen,  respecting  the  room  wfane 
seneral  Present  is  confined^  and  the  state  of  the  generates  health,  was  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  read. 

The  Cong^ress,  taking  into  consideration  the  letter  from  col.  St.  Clair,jei- 
pectins  the  inlistment  qf  some  of  the  prisoners  at  Lancaster, 

Resolved,  That  the  prisoners  who  nave  been  inlisted  into  the  continental 
army,  be  discharged,  and  that  no  more  be  inlbted. 

{  Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolve  be  sent  to  the  committee  sf 
li^caster. 

The  committee,  to  whom  sundry  letters  were  referred,  on  the  27th  instait, 
brought  in  a  farther  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedf  That  Mr.  Barbarie,  owner  of  the  sloop  and  cargo  said  to  have 
been  titken  by  the  enemy,  and  retaken  by  one  of  tne  continental  i^ssels  of 
war,  ought  to  make  and  prosecute  his  claim  to  the  same,  before  the  court  ap- 
pointed, or  to  be  appointed,  by  the  government  of  the  cdony  to  which  the  said 
sloop  and  cargo  were  carried,  to  hear  and  determine  causes  civil  and  maritime, 
where  a  process  ought  tO  be  instituted  to  confirm  the  re-capture,  and  adjust  the 
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The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  colonel  Maxwell,  brought  in  their 
report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowrj»  commissary  for  the  Imttalions  in  New- 
Jersey,  be  directed  to  procure  all  necessaries,  except  arms,  for  colonel  Max- 
well's reipment  immediately ;  and  that  th^eost  of  the  clothing,  and  other  arti^ 
des  absofateiy  essential,  which  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  are' 
to  pay  for,  be  by  the  said  commissary  procured  forthwith,  the  cost  thereof  to  be 
deaucted  out  of  the  paj  of  the  saia  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers ; 
and  that  the  convention,  or  committee  of  safety  of  New-Jersey,  get  the  arms, 
already  ordered,  with  ail  possible  expedition,  and  afford  Mr.  Lowry  all  assist- 
ance m  the  execution  of  the  above : 

That  the  company  in  the  said  regiment  which  is  nearest  being  furnished,  be 
supplied  by  any  arms  and  necessaries  in  the  said  battalion,  and  marched  for 
Canada,  and  tnat  the  other  companies  be  furnished  and  marched  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  Congress,  taxiing  into  consideration  liie  letter  from  lord  Sterling, 

Resolved^  That  the  private  adventures  of  the  captain  and  mates  of  the 
transport,  Blue-Mountain  Valley,  be  delivered  to  them,  and  that  they  be  per- 
roitt^  to  return  to  Enaiand. 

The  delegates  for  Massachusetts-Bay  laid  before  Congress  an  account  of 
their  appointment ;  by  which  it  appeai-s,  that  the  hon.  John  Hancock,  esq. 
Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Elbridge  Gernr,  esqrs* 
are  elected  to  represent  the  said  colony  in  Congress,  for  the  year  1776. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Fefrniary  1, 1776, 

Resohed,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favour  of  the  dele- 
gates of  Virginia,  for  the  sum  of  d33J  dollars,  for  the  use  of  Mr.  J.  Walker, 
one  of  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affiiirs  in  the  southern  department,  the 
^oid  delegates  to  be  accountable^ 

Beaolvedt  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the 
treasury,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Cushing. 
The  member  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  general  Present  be  allowed  the  attendance  of  his  servant,  and 
of  a  physician,  in  case  his  health  require  it. 

Sesoived,  That  tiie  committee  of  safety  for  Pennsylvania  be, desired  to  take 
the  parole  of  such  officers  who  are  prisoners  now  in  Philadelphia,  and  order 
them  to  their  respective  places  of  residence. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  estab- 
lishing posts  and  expresses,  and  after  debate, 

MewCved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed ;  and  that,  in 
the  mean  while.  Dr.  Franklin  be  directed  to  write  to  the  post-masters,  and 
enquire  on  what  termi  expresses  can  be  procured. 
Adjourned  to  ten  p'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Febrwiry  2,  1776, 

7wo  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  22d  and  25th  January,  accompa- 
lied  with  an  account  of  his  expedition  to  Tryon  countj,  and  enclosing  sundij 
lespatches  from  Canada,  and  other  papers,  being  received,  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  E.  Rutledse,  and  Mr.  M'Kean. 

A  receipt  of  eeneral  Schuyler  for  £  7829  9  0  Pennsylvania  currency, 
qual  to  20878.5  dollars,  sent  him  by  order  of  the  30th  of  December,  was  laid 
efore  Congress. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Wayne  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Wayne  be  directed  to  quarter  his  battalion  in  and 
ear  Chester,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congress,  or  of  a  committee  of  Con- 
res^y  for  that  purpose  appointed.-  ^ 
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Ordered^  That  the  secretarj  deliver  to  Mr.  J.  Mease  a  copy  of  cdoad 
Wayne's  letter,  so  far  as  respects  the  supplying  his  battalion  with  neceaaarics. 

llie  Gommittee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Aspden  was  referred,  broQ|^t 
in  their  report:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Matthias  Aspden,  he  permitted  to  export  i&  the  sloif 
Trjal,  consigned  to  him  from  Port-au«Prince,  the  produce  or  manu&ctnra  of 
these  colonies,  (homed  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  ponltrj,  and  lumber  for  making 
casks,  excepted)  to  Port-au-Prince,  to  the  amount  of  ^  800  Pennsylvania  cv- 

rency : 

That  the  above  permission  be  net  drawn  into  mneccdent,  and  that  Mr.  Asf- 
den  take  every  possible  precaution  to  avoid  all  fUitish  men  of  war,  and  cut- 
ters on  the  voyage. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Keppele  and  Steinmetz  ma  re- 
ferred, brott^t  in  their  report :  Whereupon, 

J2eso{ve<2,  That  tlie  memorialists  have  no  just  claim  to  satisfaction  or  repa« 
ration  for  the  loss  of  their  ship  and  cargo,  seized  by  one  of  the  king's  ship  of 
war,  and  detained  by  admiral  Greves  and  general  Howe,  either  out  m  tbe 
continental  treasury,'or  out  of  the  value  of  tiie  clothing  sent  hither  to  smfly 
the  British  troops  at  Boston,  and  intercepted  and  disposed  of  to  the  uaeoitlia 
American  armv. 

Resolved^  Tnat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  an  account  of  Ac 
prisoners,  the  names  of  the  officers,  and  their  places  of  residence,  and  rcpnt 
the  same  to  Congress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  M'Rean,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Wisner. 

A  memorial  from  the  rev.  Mr.  Samson  Occum  was  read,  and  referred  to  tk 
committee  on  Indian  afl&irs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  on  Monday  next. 

MONDAY.  February  5,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  have  the  arms  of  such  o( 
the  troops  marchins  to  Canada,  as  pass  through  Albany,  carefully  examined 
there ;  and  such  of  them  as  are  dencient  and  want  repair,  exchanged  for  ihe 
good  effective  arms  taken  from  the  tories,  and  tb  order  those  exchanged  aad 
kft,  to  be  repaired. 

The  committee  to  whom  general  Schuyler's  letters  were  referred,  broo^ 
in  their  report,  which  was  taxen  into  consideration,  and  thereupon. 

Resolved^  That  general  Schuyler  has  proceeded  in  disarming  such  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Tryon,  in  the  colony  of  New- York,  as  were  disaflecte^ 
and  providing  for  the  future  tranquillity  or  those  parts,  with  fidelity,  praden€«« 
and  despatch,  and  at  the  same  time  with  a  proper  temper  towards  mat  deludd 
people,  and  thereby  performed  a  meritorious  service :  , 

That  the  cheerfulness  and  ready  assistance  of  those  wh^  accompanied  eenenl 
Schuyler  in  his  march  to  the  coun^  of  Tryon,  and  their  nseinl  services  tn  dai 
expedition,  discovered  such  a  patriotic  spirit,  that  it  is  hoped  none  of  thea 
will  allow  their  countrymen  to  entertain  a  suspicion  that  any  ignoble  motive 
actuated  them,  by  req^uiring  a  pecuniary  reward,  especially  when  they  weit 
employed  in  suppressing  a  mischief  in  theii^  own  neighborhood : 

That  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  8th  of  last  month,  for  sending  ship- 
wrights from  the  cities  of  New-York  and  Philadelphia,  to  build  batteaas  at 
Ticonderoga,  be  superseded ;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  dented  to  «a- 
ploy  any  such  artificers,  as  he  shall  think  proper,  in  that  business  : 

That  eeneral  Schuyler  be  desired  to  issue  warrants  for  completing  the  re- 
giment directed  to  be  raised  in  New- York,  for  the  service  ol  Canada ;  az^ 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  that  colony  to  appoint  andi  offi- 
cers thereof,  as  general  Schuyler  hath  nominated  : 

That  the  appointments  by  general  Schuyler  of  Mr.  Hubbard  Brown,  to  be 
conductor  of  artillery,  Gysbert  Marselis,  esq.  to  be  barrack-master>  Mr*.  Peter 
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Schuyler  to  take  charge  of  the  arms,  and  Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  to  b» 
store-keeper  at  Albany,  be  confirmed ;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  desired 
to  inform  Congress  of  the  proper  salarieB  to  be  annexed  to  those  offices : 

That  generd  Schuyler  be  desired  to  procure  skilful  persons  to  assist  general 
TVooster  in  exploring  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  construct  the  armed 
boats  to  be  kept  there,  according  to  a  former  resolution  of  Congress : 

That  the  bounty  given  by  general  Schuyler  for  encouraging  men  to  enter 
into  the  Canadian  service  tie  approved,  in  consideration  of  the  severe  climate 
and  inclement  season : 

That  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  8th  of  last  month,  respecting  the 
provisions  and  stores  to  be  sent  to  Fort  George,  it  was  intended  as  general 
Schuyler  understood  it,  that  he  should  be  supplied  with  sucl)  of  those  articles 
as  he  should  require : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  desired  to  employ  such  batteau -men  as  are  in  or 
near  Al^nj,  instead  of  those  it  was  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York  to  procure,  upon  the  best  terms  he  can,  and  to  acquaint  Congress  for 
what  wages  they  will  serve. 

That  captain Wyncoop  be  employed  under  commodore  Douglass,  in 

the- naval  departtnent. 

Ordered,  That  general  Schuyler's  narrative  of  his  march  into  Tryon  county 
be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Samson  Occum,  one  of  the  Mohe- 
gan  Indians,  in  Connecticut,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report:  Where- 
-  upon. 

Resolved,  That  a  friendly  coijimerce  between  the  people  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies and  the  Indians,  and  the  propagation  of  the  gospel,  and  the  cultivation 
€>f  the  civU  arts  among  the  latter,  may  produce  many  and  inestimable  advan- 
tages to  both ;  and  that  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  be  desired  to  con- 
rider  of  proper  places  in  their  respective  departments  for  tiie  residence  of 
niinistefs  and  school -masters,  and  report  tiie  same  to  Congress : 

That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department  be  de- 
sired to  enquire  of  Mr.  Jacob  Fowler,  of  the  Montauke  tribe  of  Indians,  on 
LflOng-Island,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Johnson,  of  the  Mohe^n,  upon  whatterms  tiieyr 
will  reside  among  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  and  instruct  them  in  the  Chris- 
tian religion. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Dohicky  Arundel,  who  was  recommended  to  the  notice 
of  Congress  by  Mr.  Lewis,  be  desired  t6  repair  to  eeneral  Schuyler,  and  that 
generalSchuy  ler  be  directed  to  examine  him,  and  if  he  finds  hire  capable,  and 
suitably  qualified,  to  employ  him  in  the  artillery  service  in  Canada. 

I^r.  tadwallader  having,  in  a  letter  to  the  president,  represented,  that,  being 
sent  fer  by  general  Prescot  last  Saturday  night,  he  found  him  in  a  dangerouf^ 
state  of  health ;  and  farther  expressing  an  apprehension  that  the  dampness  of^ 
tke  room  may  endanger  the  general's  life,  if  ne  remains  there  long ;  it  was^ 
thereupon, 

JResolvedj  That  Dr.  Cadwallader  be  desired  to  have  proper  lodgings  provid- 
ed for  cetieral  Prescot,  and  that  general  Prescot  be  removed  from  the  gaol  to 
said  lodgings,  and  there  kept  under  a  guard. 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  in  the  barracks  of  Philadelphia, 
directed  to  keep  a  proper  guard  over  general  Prescot. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  February  6, 1776. 

A  letter  from  &e  committee  of  safety  for  New- York  was  read,  informing  that 
l^neral  Clinton  arrived  there  on  the  4th  instant,  but  tiiat  it  was  apprehended 
IaIs  destination  was  to  the  soutiiward. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  said  letter  be  sent  to  the  southern  colonies. 
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The  Congress,  being  informed  that  col.  Heard  haying  performed  the  service 
enjoined  him,  was  ready  to  make  report  of  his  proceedings, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  col.  Heard, 
and  receive  his  report : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  E.  Rutlcdge,  and  Mr.  M'Kean. 

A  petition  from  sundry  captains  of  the  New^Jersey  battalions  was  laid  be- 
fore Congress  and  read  :  Wnereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  one-third  of  a  dollar  be  allowed 
to  the  officers  of  the  two  first  New -Jersey  battalions,  for  every  recruit  by  ttea 
raised,  and  that  has  passed  muster. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Reading,  in  Berks  county,  was  read*  nen- 
tioning  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  prisoners^  and  desiring  to  Know  how  tkey  Mre 
to  be  supported ; 

Hesolvedt  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  contnct 
for  supplying  the  prisoners. 

Eesolved,  lliat  two  members  be  added  to  the  said  comnuttee  in  the  room  of 
those  absent. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Wolcott 

The  committee  on  the  regulations  of  trade,  after  the  first  of  March  next, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Thursday  next,  then  to  be  considered 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  desired  to  encourase  suttters  to  attesd 
tlie  army  in  Canada ;  and  that  they  return  such  specie  as  Siey  shall  received 
the  articles  tliey  supply  it  with,  to  the  commissary,  who  shall  draw  orders, 
countersigned  by  the  general,  for  the  amount  thereof,  upon  the  president ;  bj 
which  a  sufficient  stock  may  be  in  hand  to  pay  ofi*  the  soldiers,  and  the  risk  sad 
expense  of  sending  money  for  that  purpose  may  be  avoided. 

The  committee  appointed  to  conier  with  col.  Heard  laid  before  Conness  a 
list  of  nineteen  persons  taken  into  custody  by  him,  afi;reeable  to  the  oram  d 
Congress,  and  brought  to  Philadelphia ;  also  two  oaths  taken  by  a  number  of 
the  mhi^bitants  of  Long-Island ;  one  upon  delivering  up  their  arnis»  and  the 
other  respecting  their  Atuft^  conduct. 

The  names  of  the  prisoners  are  Benjamin  Whitehead,  Joseph  French,  Joho 
Polherous,  Nathaniel  Moor,  Samuel  Hallet,  William  Wcyman,  John  l^oals, 
John  Willet,  Gilbert  Van  Wyck,  Daniel  Kissam,  Jacob  Mott,  Gabriel  G.  Lad- 
low,  Charles  Hicks,  Samuel  Martin,  Samuel  Clowes,  Thomas  SmiUi,  Georje 
Weeks.  David  Brooks,  John  Townsend. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  prisoners  be  sent  to  New- York,  and  delirenU  to  tk 
order  of  the  convention  of  that  colony,  who  are  requested  to  omfine  or  secure 
the  said  prisoners,  until  an  enquiry  be  had  by  the  convention  into  their  condad, 
and  report  thereof  made  to  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  confer  with  colonel  Heard  about  the  mode  k 
sending  the  prisoners  to  New- York. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  George  Kennedy,  on  sundry  certificates  by  him  produced,  the  sum  of 
4S7.1  dollars,  of  which  SS8.9  dollars,  bein^  for  rifles,  &c.  furnished  to  ci^taifi 
Morgan's  company  of  riflemen  from  Virginia,  ought  to  be  charged  to  said  cob* 
pany,  and  the  remainder  to  the  continent. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  exportation  of  naval  stores  for  tne  public  service : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Paine,  and 
Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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WEDNESDAY,  February  7, 1776, 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor  of  Peter  W^ 
bers,  an  express,  for  the  sum  of  eight  dollars,  for  tlie  time  he  has  been  detained 
in  town. 

Two  letters  from  lord  Sterling,  one  of  the  2d,  and  the  other  of  the  5&  of  this 
fiMmth,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read : 

Besolvedf  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  threes 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letter  from  ^e  committee  of  safety  for  New-Jersey,  respecting  the  prisoners  ( 
and,  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  re-committed  to  the  eopmiittee  who  brought  it 
in,  and  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take  an  account  of  the  prisoners : 

That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  to  examine  the  capituiatioiis  en- 
tered into  with  the  prisoners  at  the  time  of  their  surrender,  to  have  the  paroles 
of  the  officers  taken,  to  order  them  to  their  respective  places  of  residence,  to 
see  that  the  capitulations  be  duly  observed,  ana  the  oraefs  of  Congress,  res- 
pecting the  prisoners,  punctually  carried  into  execution,  and,  finallv,  to  make 
a  retorn  to  Congress  of  the  paroles  of  ihe  officers,  th^r  names,^  and  places  of 
residence,  and  also  the  number  of  privates,  and  where  placed. 

As  only  three  of  the  former  committees  are  now  present^  viz.  Mr.  Adams^ 
Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved,  That  two  more  be  added : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  favor  of  Mr.  James 
Mease,  for  the  sum  of  10,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  bi^talions  ordered  to 
he  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  like  order  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  naval  committee,  for  the  sum  of 
20,000  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  tiie  debts  by  theiii  contracted,  the 
Said  committee  to  be  accountable: 

That  the  sum  of  250,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  pay-nuister  general,  for  the 

le  of  the  army  at  Cambridge. 

The  committee  on  the  letter  from  Reading,  reported,  that  tiiej  have  had  a 
conference  with  David  Franks,  esq.  agent  to  the  contractors  for  victoalling  the 
king's  troops,  who  says  he  will  order  rations  to  be  issued  to  tlie  prisoners  lately 
kought  to  Reading:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  I).  Franks,  esq.  be  permitted  to  victoal  the  prisoners  i^ 
Reeding,  and  to  sell  his  bills  to  defray  the  expense  thereof: 

That  directions  be  given  to  Henry  Holler  to  furnish  said  jMrisenere  with  fuel 
and  otlier  necessaries. 

A  memorial  from  Murray,  Sansom  &  Co.  Jacob  Watson,  and  Frederick 
Bkinelander,  of  the  city  of  mw-York,  was  Resented  to  Congress  and  read; 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  c 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Read. 

A  petition  of  Pierre  L'Farque  being  presented  to  Congress  and  read, 

Mttolved^  That  it  be  referrea  to  the  secret  committee. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the  jonmalSx 
and  report  a  list  of  the  matters  yet  unfinished. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Smith* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  FOruary  8, 1776.      v 

Sesohed,  That  the  money  voted  yesterday,  be  sent  to  the  pay-'Uiaster  ge$ 
neral,  under  the  care  of  colonel  Bull,  and  two  oth^r  trusty  persons* 

The  tieasttrers  transmitted  to  Congress  an  account  of  snndry  drafts  by  them 
paid,  viz :  - 

Vol.  I.  SS 
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1775.  August  23.  One  in  favor  of  John  Mease,  by  general  Washington, for 
£66  £-3  dollars. 

Nov.  27.  One  in  favor  of  Dr.  Franklin,  by  James  Warren,  for  rill  dollan. 

1776.  Feb.  2.   One  in  favor  of  Cox  and  Fnrman,  by  ditto,  for  1000  dollais. 
Feb.  6.  One  in  favor  of  John  Beane,  by  ditto,  for  750  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  sums  be  charged  to  tiie  account  of  James  Wants, 
the  pay -master  general. 

Besolved^  "fKat  a  comroittoe  of  three  be  appointed  to  contract  witk  a  proper 
person  to  supply  colonel  Wayne's  battalion  with^the  rations  allowed  tbem. 

Also  with  a  proper  person  to  supply  the  Pennsylvania  troops  on  the  irest 
side  of  the  Su8q[uenanna ;  and  with  a  proper  person  to  supply  the  battaiioa 
ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  counties  on  Delaware,  while  in  that  govenunent 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Wilson. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Tench  Tilghman,  for  escorting  money  from  Philadelphia  to  genenl 
Schuyler,  the  sum  of  986.9  dollars* 

To  Azariah  Dunham  on  sundry  certificates  for  provisions  to  several  liic 
companies,  25.8  dollars. 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  wagon-hire,  in  carrying  money  to  Cambridge,  fbe 
sum  of  76  dollars. 

To  Moses  Gale,  for  tiie  entertainment  of  captain  Clu^age's  compasj^ 
riflemen,  9.7  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wisner,  esq. 

To  John  B.  Scott,  for  expenses  in  conducting  general  Prescot  from  Trfiita 
to  Philadelphia^  14.3  dollars. 

To  'Gebi^e  Bunner,  for  wagon-hire,  in  carrying  money  from  Philadelphia  t9 
general  Schuyler,  last  November,  39  dollars. 

To  Dennis  Sneeden,  for  ferriage,  provisions,  &c.  the  sum  of  50.6  dollars,  it 
be  pud  to  John  Alsop,  ,esq. 

To  Jesse  Jones,  for  horse-hire,  8.7  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Dealing. 

To  Mark  Bird,  for  necessaries  to  prisoners,  5.8  dollars. 

To  Geor^  Meade  &  Co.  on  several  certificates,  104.4  dollars^  of  which  99S 
being  for  nfles  furnished  to  captain  H.  Stevenson's  company,  ought  to  be 
charged  to  said  company. 

Ordetedf  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  farther  reported,  diat  Mr.  M'Kean  had  laid  before  them,  u 
accoijnt  of  the'  application  of  40  dollars  put  into^is  hands  by  Conmss,!); 
which  it  appears,  that  there  remains  in  his  nands,  the  sum  of  15.4  dolurs. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack,  he  to  be  account^e. 

The  committee  on  the  disposition  of  the  prisoners,  reported  the  form V  i 
parole  to  be  signed  by  the  officers,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  fdlom: 

I  beinff  made  a  prisoner  of  war,  b v  tiie  army  o?  the  thirteen  Tim- 

ed Colonies  in  North- America,  do  promise  and  Engage,  on  my  word  and  boar, 
and  on  the  faith  of  a  gentleman,  to  depart  from  hence  immediately  to 
in  the  province  of  being  the  place  of  my  election ;  and  there/or  wA* 

in  six  miles  thereof,  to  remain  durine  the  present  war  between  Great-Britais 
and  the  said  United  Colonies,  or  untfl  the  Coneress  of  the  said  United  Ceb- 
nies  shall  order  otherwise;  and  that  I  will  not  directly  or  indirectly,  giveifij 
intelli^nce  whatsoever  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  do  or  sij 
any  thing  in  opposition  to,  or  in  prejudice  of,  the  measures'and  proceediscs  ^ 
anv  Coneress  for  the  said  colonies,  during  the  present  troubles,  or  until  lui 
duly  exchanged  or  dischaiged. 

Given  undei^  my  hand,  this         day  of  A.  D. 

The  secret  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Mr.  Pierre  L'Fai^ne  wis 
referred,  brought  in  their  report.  Whereupon, 

•     Resolved,  That  Mr.  Pierre  L'Faraue  be  permitted  to  load  the  aloop,  in 
which  he  imported  a  small  quantity  or  powder  and  arms,  with  the  prodace  of 
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these  colonies  (horned  tattle,  sheep,  hogs,  poultry,  and  lumber  for  makingcasks 
excepted)  and  export  the  same  to  Martinique.  And  that  the  said  Mr.Tierre 
L'Farquedo  take  every  possible  precaution  to  avoid  all  British  men  of  war  and  ' 
cutters  on  the  voyage,  and  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  import  into  these  coIo* 
nies  the  powder  and  arms  mentioned  in  his  memorial,  and  proposed  to  be  im- 
ported by  him. 

The  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Sanson,  Murray  and  Co.  &c.  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  respecting  the 
erecting  of  powder  mills,  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read : 
Ordered,  To  )«e  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  \ik  favor  of  Dohicky 
Arundel,  for  the  sum  of  1000  dollars,  and  that  he  be  directed  immediately  to 
repair  to  general.  Schuyler : 

That  a  quarter  cask  of  powder,  be  delivered  to  captain  Craig,  of  colonel  St. 
Glair's  battalion,  for  the  use  of  his  company : 

That  the  sum  of  1£,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  convention  or  committee 
of  safety  of  New-York,  for  the  use  of  the  four  battalions  ordered  to  be  raised 
there;  that  the  same  be  transmitted  by  the  delegates  of  that  colony,  the  said 
convention  or  committee  of  safety  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  from  D.r.  Connolly,  together  with  a  letter  from  Dr.  Benjamin 
Rush,  respecting  the  state  of  said  Connolly's  health,  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress and  read :  Whereupon, 

Resolvedy  That  the  saia  J.  Connolly  be  allowed,  at  suitable  times,  to  walk 
in  the  prison-yard  or  hall,  the  gaol-keeper  taking  especial  eare  to  prevent  his 
escape. 

The  inhabitants  of  Richmond  county,  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  having 
refused  to  send  deputies  to  represent  them  in  provincial  convention,  and  other- 
(vise  manifested  their  enmity  and  opposition  to  the  system  and  measures  adopt- 
ed for  preserving  the  liberties  of  America;  and,  as  a  just  punishment  for  their 
inimical  conduct,  the  inhabitants  of  tliat  colony,  having  been  prohibited  by  the 
convention,  from  all  intercourse  and  dealings  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
:ounty,  and  this  Congress  being  informed  by  the  committee  of  safety  of  that 
:olony,  that  the  freeholders  of  the  said  county  did  afterwards,  without  any  op- 
position, elect  deputies  to  represent  them  in  provincial  convention;  but,  as 
he  proceedings  against  them  had  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
;ress,  it  was  apprehended  the  deputies  could  not  be.received^  until  the  sense 
»f  Consress  thereupon  should  be  communicated: 

Hesotved,  tiierefore.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  said  provincial  convention,' 
o  take  such  measures  respecting  the  admission  of  the  aeputies,  and  revoking 
he  interdict  against  the  inhabitants  of  said  county,  as  they  shall  judge  most 
xpedient;  provided,  that  the  said  deputies,  apd  major  part  of  the  inhabitants 
f  said  county,  shall  subscribe  the  association  entered  into,  in  that  colony. 

Besolved,  That  Monday,  the  19th  day  of  this  month,  be  assigned  for  Dr. 
niith,  to  deliver  a  funeral  oration  in  honor  of  general  Montgomery,  and  of 
lose  officers  and  soldiers  who  so  magnanimously  fought  and  fell  with  him  in 
laintaining  the  principles  of  American  liberty* 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  February  9, 1776. 

Mr.  Elbridge  Oerry,  from  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  attended,  and  produced 
certificate  of  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  that  colony ;  wnich  wa^ 
>ad»  and  is  as  follows : 

"In  Council,  January  18,  1776. 

Whereas  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adam»i  John  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine» 
id  Elbridge  Gerry,  esqra.  bave  been  chosen,  by  joint  bsUlot  of  the  two  houses 
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of  assembly,  to  represent  the  colonj  of  Massachusetts-Bay  in  New-£n»luil, 
in  the  American  Congress,  until  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1777. 

Resolvtd^  That  they,  or  anyone  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  fallj^npov- 
^red  with  the  delegates  from  the  other  American  colonies,  to  concert,  direct, 
and  order  such  farther  measures,  as  shall  to  them  appear  best  calcslattd  for 
the  establishment  of  right  and  liberty  to  the  American  colonies,  upon  a  btss 
permanent  and  secure,  against  the  power  and  art  of  the  British  administntioD, 
and  yarded  against  any  future  encroachments  of  their  enemies,  with  poftr 
to  adjourn  io  such  times  and  places,  as  shall  appear  most  condaci?e  to  tke 
public  safety  and  advantage. 

Read  and  accepted.    Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

JOHN  LOWELL,  Dep.  Ae^pfes. 

In  the  House  of  Represektatives,  January  18, 1776. 
Read  and  concurred.    And  the  secretary  is  hereby  directed,  as  soon  ismr 
be,  to  sienify  to  each  of  those  gentlemen*their  appointment,  with  an  attesteil 
€nfj  of  this  order.    Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

JAMES  WARR£N»  Syaker. 

In  Council,  January  18,  1776. 
Read  and  concurred. 

JOHN  LOWELL,  Dep.  Secretary  pro  tm, 
A  true  copy. 
Attest,     ^  PEREZ  MORTON,  Deputy  Secretary.^ 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Conffreas,  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  ^neral  Washington,  one  of  the  24th,  and  tiie  other  of  30th of  Js 
liuary,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  to  general  Schuyler,  the  27th  Jannvy,  ib^  i 
AumDer  of  intercepted  letters : 

ITiree  from  general  Schuyler,  ^9th  and  31st  January,  and  1st  of  Fchnn!?, 
enclosing  copies  of  two  letters  from  colonel  Arnold,  and  sundry  other  papw: 

One  from  goremor  Trumbull,  3d  February,  witli  sundry  papers  enclesid: 

Resolved,  That  the  foresoine  letters  be,  referred  to  a  committee  office. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Wjthe,i»l 
Mr.  Rutledge. 

Two  letters  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  of  the  6th  of  February,  w« 
read ;  the  one  respecting  tea  was  referred  for  consideration  to  Monday  neit; 
the  other,  recommending  persons  for  field  ofiicers  of  the  third  battalion,  orfff 
ed  to  be  raised  in  that  colony :  Whereupon  the  Congress  proceeded  to  clectWi 

Elias  Dayton  was  elected  colonel. 
Anthony  Walter  White,  lieutenant-colonel. 
Francis  Barber,  major. 

A  memorial  from  Mr.  Kirkland  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congress  taking,  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ffli^ 
Second  memorial  of  Sansbm,  Murray,  &  Co.  &c. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorialists  be  permitted  to  make  sale  of  their  argo«f 
wheat  in  Connecticut,  or  else  to  proceed  on  their  original  voyage  to  Falrooiii 
in  England,  and  a  market  under  the  office,  papers,  and  clearances,  which  tfee 
said  vessel  sailed  with  from  New- York  in  September  last ;  and  also  sulgecita 
the  former  restrictions  of  Congress,  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  commaDJer. 

The  Congress  being  informed  of  the  arrivd  of  some  arms,  powder,  and  salt 
perre. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  ISth  of  last  month,  topir- 
ehase  the  salt-petre  then  imported,  &c.  be  directed  and  empowered  to  take  ert 
ry  necessary  measure  to  have  the  saltpetre,  now  arrived^  maD«&cta(«d  ia» 
gun-powder  with  all  possible  expedition. 
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That  two  tons  of  the  powder  now  arrived,  belon^n^  to  the  United  Colonies, 
be  delivered  to  the  committee  of  safety  for  Pennsylvania,  in  part  of  the  powder 
borrowed  of  them : 

That  one  ton  of  said  powder  be  delivered  to  the  delegates  of  North-Caroli- 
na, in  consequence  of  a  former  order  of  Congress,  which  has  not  yet  been  com- 
plied with ; 

That  the  committee  appointed  for  manufacturing  the  salt-petre  into  gun- 
powder, be  directed  to  enauire  into  the  state  and  quantity  of  the  arms,  powder 
and  salt-petre  now  arrived,  and  report  to  Congress. 

A  memorial  from  Stacy  Hepburn  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read ;. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  M*Kean,  Mr.  Nelson,  and  Mr.Penn. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next 

MONDAY,  February  12, 1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Lee,  dated  the  9th  instant,  being  received,  was  read* 
wherein  he  informs  that  a  transnort  with  troops  was  arrived  at  New-York,  thai 
more  might  be  expected,  and,  tnerefore,  that  a  farther  reinforcement  was  ne* 
cessary  to  secure  and  defend  diat  place :  Whereupon, 

Remvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to^he  convention  or  committee  of  safety 
of  New-Jersey,  immediately  to  send  detachments  of  their  minute-men  equal  to 
a  battalion,  under  proper  omcers,  to  New- York,  there  to  be  under  tlie  command 
of  major-general  Liee ; 

That  it  be  also  recommended  to  the  committee  of  safety  for  Pennsylvania^ 
immediately  to  send  detachments  of  the  four  battalions  of  associators  in  Phila- 
delphia/tomw-York,  there  to  put  themselves  under  the  command  of  general 


Resohedf  That  the  colonels  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Penn-« 
s^lvania,  be  directed  to  make  an  immediate  return  to  Congress  of  the  men  in- 
iisted,  tiie  places  where  they  now  are,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  send  to  New- York,  one. 
ton  of  the  powder  belonging  to  the  United  Colonies,  and  that  the  same  be  deli* 
wered  to  the  order  of  general  Lee : 

That  the  said  committee  be  empowered  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
Colonies,  on  the  best  terms  they  can,  what  powder  and  arms  arrive  belonging 
to  private  persons, ;  and  that  they  furnish  with  good  arms  such  of  the  three  re- 
maining companies  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  battalion,  destined  for  Canada,  as 
may  want  them,  in  order  that  they  may  immediately  proceed  on  their  march. 

Jiesolved,  That  fifty  tons  of  salt-petre  be  delivered  by  the  secret  committee 
to  the  committee  of  safety  for  Pennsylvania,  who  are  requested  to  have  the  same 
manufactured  into  gun-powder,  in  the  cheapest  and  most  expeditious  manner; 
&nri  that  this  Congress  will  confirm  any  contracts  made  for  the  above  purpose : 
That  ten  tons  of  salt-petre  be  by  them  sent  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Livingston's  mill^ 
n  the  colony  of  New- York,  and  that  Mr.  Livingston  be  desired  to  manufacture 
t  into  powder,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  enlarge  his  works,  if  it  can  coave-* 
licntij  be  done : 

That  ten  tons  of  salt-petre  be  also  by  them  sent  to  the  council  of  the  colony 
if  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  that  they  bt  desired  to  have  it  manufactured  into 
;an -powder,  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  sent  to  general  Washington,  for 
he  use  of  the  army,  under  his  command. 

Jiesolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  inspection  for  the 
ounty  of  Chester,  to  aid  colonel  Wayne  in  procuring  blankets  for  bis  bat* 
alioiL. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  a  gentleman  was  arrived  from  Canada,, 
rho  had  matters  of  importance  to  conumuucate^ 
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Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  correspondence  confer  witli  him  and  report 
to  Congress. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-roorroi^. 

TUESDAY,  February  13.  1776. 

Resolved,  ITiat  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor  of  John  Cbap- 
man,  for  the  sum  of  800  dollars,  to  discharge  a  draught  of  the  pay-mister 
general,  in  favor  of  William  Thomson,  esq.  dated  the  28th  of  December  last; 
and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  pay-master  general 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were  read,  viz. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersej,  dated  the  10th  ;  and  one  fron 
Messsrs.  Dayton  and  Barber,  of  the  12th  ;  and  one  from  captain  John NcfiUCi 
dated  Pittsburg,  of  the  Ist  of  this  month;  and  one  from  John  Gibson,  dated 
the  20th  of  January  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  last  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  tlieh- 
dian  affairs,  in  the  middle  department : 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  tlie  two 
former  letters. 

The  members  chosen.  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Bartlett,  and  Mr.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  8000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasorerSi  in 
favour  of  die  committee, of  safety  for  the  three  lower  counties  on  Iklawire, 
for  the  use  of  the  battalion  raising  in  that  government,  the  said  conuaittteti 
be  accountable : 

That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  faw  rf 
James  Mease,  for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania  battalions ;  he  to  be  accsnatible: 

That  Mr.  Mease  be  directed  to  supply  the  troops  in  the  barracks  near  FUi' 
delnhia,  with  wooden  bowls,  buckets,  and  other  necessaries. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  safety  for  Penuii* 
vania,  in  case  the  barracks  near  Philadelphia  cannot  contain  all  the  tro^ 
raised  in  said  colony,  that  they  cause  part  of  them  to  be  quartered  intbe 
pest-house  and  old  gaol  of  this  city. 

Resolved,  Tnat  an  order  be  drawn  on  tlie  treasurers  in  favor  of  colood 
Bull,  for  the  sum  of  150  dollars,  to  defray  his  expenses  in  carrying  monej  to 
Cambridge,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Stacy  Uepburn,  brought  in  their  reporti 
which  was  agreed  to* as  follows: 

That  the  said  petitioner  be  permitted  to  load  tiie  sloop  Dolphin,  withtli< 
produce  of  these  colonies,  (live  stock  and  lumber  for  making  casks  except^) 
and  to  transport  the  same  to  Hispaniola.  he  promising  to' use  his  utmost  en- 
deavors to  remit  the  amount  of  said  cargo  in  military  stores,  into  some  p^ 
of  this  continent,  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  resolution  for  the  eiportatioD  i 
Baval  stores,  brought  in  the  same,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows:  ^ 

Resolved,  That  when  naval  stores  shall  be  wanted  in  any  of  the  Unitn 
Colonies,  the  assembly,  convention,  or  committee  of  safety  of  such  coloBr< 
may  entrust  a  proper  person  or  persons  to  import  the  same,  taking  safficitf^ 
security  of  him  or  them,  timt  they  will  faithfully  use  their  best  endeavors  ^ 
import  the  same  into  such  port  or  ports  as  the  said  assembly.  cDnventioOi^ 
committee  of  safety  shall  direct,  and.  as  much  as  possible,  toavwd  all  Biiti^ 
men  of  war  and  cutters;  giving  him  or  them,  a  certificate  or  certificates  <|^ 
the  naval  stores  wanted,  and  also  of  his  having  given  tl^e  said  security :  Ana 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention,  council  of  safety,  and  comnu^ 
of  observation  and  inspection  of  North-Carolina,  upon  receiving  such  cerO^ 
cates.  to  permit  the  person  or  persons  producing  the  same,  to  report  to  tv 
colony  applying  for  the  same,  the  naval  stores  wanted  bjr  such  colony : 

That  it  be  fuither  recommended  to  the  said  convention,  council  of  6ve7> 
atid  committees  of  inspection  and  observation  in  North-Carolina,  tQ  ?▼«  1^' 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1776.  263 

U.    ■  I  I  ■  '   ■ ■     ■  ■    ■».   .      ■■  - 11.11.  PI  I        .     .     II     ■         I      I  I  I  .1  ..■■> 

mission  to  such  vessels  as  may  have  arrived  in  that  colony,  for  those  articles, 
or  such  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  that  colony,  as  they  may  think  proper,  to 
export  naval  stores  to  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  taking  security  as  in  the 
other  cases  above  mentioned. 

Hisolved,  That  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  two  of  the  battalions  ordered  to 
be  raised  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  commence  from  the  first  day  of  November 
last ;  from  which  time  they  have  been  in  actual  service. 

The  convention  of  Virginia  having  recommended  persons  for  field  officers  of 
the  six  battalions  ordered  to  be  raised  in  that  colony,  the  Congress  proceedcKl 
to  an  election,  when, 

Patrick  Henry,  esq.  was  elected  colonel,  William  Christian,  esq.  lieutenant* 
colonel,  Frank  cppes,  esq.  major,  of  the  first  battalion. 

William  Woodford,  esq.  colonel,  Charles  Scott,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel^ 
Alexander  Spottswood,  esq.  major,  of  the  second  battalion. 

Hugh  Mercer,  esq.  colonel,  George  W^edon,  esq.  lieutenant*colonel,  Tho- 
mas Marshal,  esq.  major,  of  the  third  b^tt^^ion. 

Adam  Stephen,  esq.  colonel,  Isaac*  lu^d,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel,  Robert 
Lawson,  esq.  major,  of  the  fourth  batoiiion. 

William  Peachy,  esq.  colonel,  Wliilliam  Crawford,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel, 
Josiah  Parker,  esq.  major  of  the  ^ith  battal  on. 

Mordecai  Bnckner,  esq.  colonel,  Thomlis  Elliot,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel, 
James  Hendricks,  esq.  major,  of  the  sixth  battalion. 

Orderedy  That  the  president  £11  up  coitimissions  to  the  above  officers,  and 
that  he  send  blank  commissions  to  th3  convention  of  Virginia,  to  be  by  them 
filled  up  with  the  names  of  the  officers  appointed  by  them  in  the  said  battalions, 
under  tne  rank  of  a  major. 

Besolved,  That  the  deputy  muster-master  general  be  directed  to  muster  the 
battalion  raised  in  the  threelower  counties  on  Delawai'e,  and  also  those  raised 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  make  return  to  Congress. 

Mesolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consider  into  what  de* 
partments  the  middle  and  southern  colonies  ought  to  be  formed,  in  order  that 
the  military  operations  of  the  colonies  may  be  carried  on  in  a  regular  and  sys* 
tematic  manner : 

-    The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Harrison,- 
and  Mr.  Alexander. 

Mesolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn,  on  the  treasurers,  in  favor  of  the  dele- 
gates of  Virginia,  for  the  sum  of  20,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  battalions 
prdered  to  be  raised  there,  the  convention  of  that  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Mesolved,  That  Mr.  M'Kean  be  desired  to  request  the  committee  of  inspec- 
tion and  observation  for  the  city  and  liberties  ot  Philadelphia,  not  to  proceed 
in  passing  any  censures  on  the  venders,  and  users  of  tea,  till  further  orders 
irom  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  detachments  marching  from  Philadelphia  to  New-Tork, 
under  the  command  of  colonel  Dickinson,  be  allowed  for  subsistence,  while  on 
their  march,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  one-third  of  a  dollar  per  week  for  each 
of  the  privates  and  non-commissioned  officers;  and  that  tne  commissioned 
officers  be  allowed  in  proportion,  according;  to  the  rations  allotted  to  them, 
and  that  they  receive  the  same  pay  as  the  tour  Pennsylvania  battalions,  from 
the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

Xbat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  the  best  method  of  sub* 

listing  the^  troops  in  New-York,  and  what  sum  of  money  it  will  be  necessary 

to  send  thither,  and  also  what  sum  ought  to  be  advanced  to  colonel  Dickinson. 

Xhe  inembers  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  l^uane,  and  Mr.  Wikon. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Bernard  Romans,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read : 

Mesolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New-York,  to  pay 

.  Bernard  Romans  up  to  the  9th  day  of  the  present  month. 
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Eesolved,  That  an  order  for  600  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea8arm,ii 
favor  of  Samuel  Fairlamb  (who  has  cobtracted  to  supply  colonel  WaToei 
battalion,  quartered  in  and  near  Chester,  at  the  rate  ot  seven-niaetictlHaf  i 
dollars  per  ration)  to  enable  him  to.  execute  his  contract*  he  to  be  accoastable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  Colonies,  brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  read : 

Orderedj  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Gordon,  up<m  giving  his  parole,  be  pennifcted,wlule 
he  remains  in  town,  to  visit  general  Prescot  at  proper  seasons* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow- 

WEDNESDAY^  FOruarg  14. 17T6. 

Resolved,  That  two  of  the  brass  six  pounders  at  New-Tori^  bdongug  te  Ae 
United  Colonies,  be  sent  to  Yireinia  for  the  use  of  the  forces  there. 

Sundry  letters  being  receivecC  ^^%  read : 

One  from  seneral  ii^huyler  of  t^^  "^^  ^^  ^^  month;  one  from  genenl 
Wooster  of  the  29th  of  January,  aAd  one  frpm  general  Arnoid  of  the  d4Aif 
said  month.  .         *; 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  letters,  vith  the  papers  eiicloied,  be  rcientl 
to  a  committee  of  three :  *  \ 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Chase. 

A  letter  from  th^  committee  of  Amboy,  dated  1 0th  of  this  month,  wis  M 
and  referred  for  consideration  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  tliat  thei^  is  due, 

To  John  Ware,  for  conducting  a  French  gentleman  firom  HanrickttvoiUfi 
in  Sussex  county,  to  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  13.8  dollars.    . 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Application  being  made  by  some  of  the  master-carpmters  onplojHi  a 
building  the  continental  frigates,  to  some  members  of  tbia  house,  inibnuD^ 
that  about  fifty  of  their  journeymen  and  apprentices  had  encaged  as  nlo- 
teers  to  march  with  the  battalion  of  associators  of  New*Yoi{,  and  diat  tiw 
zeal  for  the  public  service  was  such,  that  they  cannot  be  persuaded  to  dealt 
by  any  arguments  or  influence  of  said  builders : 

RemvMi  l*hat  the  spirit  and  zeal  of  the  said  iottrneymen  and  sfiprentkcs 
is  highly  approved  of  by  Conmss ;  but,  nevertheless,  it  is  the  opmoa  of  ^ 
Congress,  that  the  public  will  be  more  essentially  served  by  their  contisiuos 
at  work  on  ^e  said  continental  frigates ;  and  that,  therefore,  all  the  carpeDtift 
journeymen,  and  apprentices,  employed  as  aforesaid,  be  requested  to  reotf 
tn  that  service,  as  there  is  no  doubt  but  other  associators  will  complete  tbe 
number  wanted. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  tike  is^ 
consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  regulations  and  restrictia* 
under  which  the  ports  should  be  opened  after  the  first  day  of  March  next; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  tiiereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  M^* 
Wurd  reported,  that  ttie  committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the  va^ 
referred  to  them,  but  not  having  comfe  to  a  conclusion^  desired  leave  tos" 
again. 

Resohed,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  comBiitfee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  consideration,  the  report  of  the  coounitic* 
on  the  restrictions  and  regulations  of  trade  sf  ter  the  first  of  March  next 

The  committee  of  correspondence,  who  were  ordered  to  confer  with  tbe 
gentlemen  from  Canada,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  best  mettiod  of  subsisting  the  tro^ 
in  New-York,  laid  their  report  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-morrow. 
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THURSDAY,  February  15,  1776. 

Resolved^  That  the  lecret  committee  deliver  one  hundred  and  fifty  stand  of 
trmt  to  colonel  Maxwell,  for  tlie  use  of  such  of  the  companies  oi  his  bat- 
talion as  want  them,  in  order  that  they  may  immediatclj  proceed  to  Canada. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  the  convention  of  New- Jersey,  and 
from  the  field  officers  of  the  third  battalion,  ordered  to  be  raised  in  that  colo- 
ny, were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to  as 
follows; 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Heard  be  directed  to  furnish  colonel  Dayton  with 
SQch  of  the  arms  lately  brought  from  Lone-Island,  as  are  or  may  be  made  fit 
for  service,  or  so  many  of  them  as  colonel  Dayton  may  desire : 

That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Lowry  on  account ;  and  Aat  he 
be  fully  authorized  to  procure  all  necessaries  (except  arms)  ordered  by  Con- 
tress,  tor  th^  three  battalions  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  in  the  colony  or  New-> 
Jersey: 

That  the  convention  or  committee  of  safety  of  New-Jersey  be  allowed  from 
the  continental  stock,  half  a  ton  of  powder,  out  of  which  they  are  to  re-pay 
what  has  been  borrowed  from  Elixaoeth-Town,  Somerset,  Woodbridge,  and 
Brunswick: 

That  to  the  same  convention  or  committee  of  safety,  be  advanced  the  further 
mm  of  5,000  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  completbie  the  three  battalions 
there  with  arms,  which  they  are  desired  to  accomjuish  with  all  possible  ^ 
expedition. 

BeBolvedf  That  two  tons  of  Piepowder,  belonging  to  the  continent,  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  tor  the  use  of  the  forces  in  that  colony. 

Sundry  letters  by  col.  Ritzema  being  received,  were  reaud,  viz. 

One  from  ^neral  Lee,  dated  Hhe  11th,  and  one  from  general  Schuyler,  of 
die  4th  of  this  month,  with  one  from  general  Wobster  of  the  ^th  of  /anuary« 

Resolved,  That  the  said  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  tbcf 
letters  received  yesterday  were  referred,  and  that  the  said  committee  be  direct- 
ed to  confer  witli  colonel  Ritzema,  and  report  to  Congress. 

Information  being  received  that  general  Clinton  was  gone  from  New-York, 
the  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

^  The  Congress  have  a  proper  sense  of  the  spirit  and  patriotism  of  the  asso- 
ciators  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  in  cne^uUy  offering  and 
preparing  to  march,  in  order  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  New-York ;  but,  as 
the  danger  which  occasioned  an  application  for  their  service,  is  at  present  over, 

jResotvei,  That  their  march  to  New- York  be  suspended. 

Resolved,  That  apay^master  be  appointed  for  the  troops  in  Virg^a,  and  that 
his  pay  be  50  dollars  pet  month. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  Benjamin  Harrison,  jun. 
of  Btrkly,  was  chosen. 

The  C;ongress  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
correspondence. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  (two  of -whom  to  be  members  of  Con- 
gress) be  appointed  to  repair  to  Canada,  there  to  pursue  such  instructions  as 
shall  be  given  them  by  Congress : 

llie  members  chosen.  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Mr.  S.  Chase,  and  Mr.  C. 
Carroll,  of  CarroUton. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Carroll  be  requested  to  prevail  on  Mr.  John  Carroll  to 
accompany  the  committee  to  Canada,  to  assist  them  in  such  matters  as  they 
shall  taink  useful : 

That  this  Congress  will  make  provision  to  defray  any  expenses  which  may 
attend  this  measure. 

Resolvedf  That  eight  t<m8  of  powder  be  immediately  sent  to  Canada,  for  the 
ase  of  the  forces  th^re. 

\ou  I.  34 
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The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Richard  Smith,  for  provisions  furnished  bj  siindry  persons  in  New-Tork 

government,  to  captain  Ross's  company  of  rifle  men,  the  sum  of  28.8  doUais: 

To  Michael  Connolly,  on  account  of  expenses  in  bringing  the  wosBen  ui 

children  belonging  to  the  26th  and  7th  regiments  from  Esopns  to  Reading  the 

sum  of  1082.8  doUars: 

To  colonel  Simes  on  account  of  expenses  in  bringing  tiiebaggaee  of  the  26d 
and  7th  regiments  from  Walpack  to  Lancaster,  and  severalother  small  ex- 
penses, the  sum  of  569  dollars : 

To  Thomas  M'Enry,  for  800  canteen  straps,  the  sum  of  1S3|  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  New- 
York  of  the  3d  of  January,  and  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbnll  of  the  6th 
of  the  same  month,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  reporty  which  was  takes 
into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  no  farther  woriis  be  erected  on  Martler's  rock,  but.  that  t!ho9e 
already  erected  there,  be  supported  and  garrisoned : 

That  a  fascine  battery,  to  mount  heavy  cannon,  not  exceeding  ei^^teeo  ia 
number,  to  be  thrown  up  on  the  Gravel  Hill,  eastward  erf*  Martlter^  rock, 
marked  in  the  draught  LI^  so  as  to  command  the  west  point,  the  reach  dowmk 
river  from  the  west  point,  and  part  of  the  reach  up  the  river:  and  that  a  c«- 
venient  road  be  opened  from  this  battery  to  the  barracks  on  Martler's  rock: 

That  a  redoubt  of  earth  and  fascines  oe  built  on  the  eminence  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  opposite  to  the  west  point  marked  inthedranght  A»  to  wsan 
thirty  guns: 

Tnat  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  safe^  of  Vew- 
York,  to  forward  the  battery  at  Pooplopen's  kHl ;  and  that  the  said  tiatterT  be 
made  of  earth  and  fascines,  and  to  mount  a  number  of  guns,  not  exceeili^ 
forty: 

That  such  of  the  continental  troops  as  are  or  may  be  stationed  at  the  afore 
said  places,  be  employed  in  erecting  these  works  and  batteries,  under  the  £- 
rection  of  the  engineer : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  safety  of  Nei>- 
York,  to  prosecute  the  discovery  of  the  lead  mine  at  New  Canaan:  andtkt 
a  copy  of  die  report  of  Joseph  Hopkins  to  the  general  assembly  of  Connect 
cut  respecting  this  mine,  be  sent,  to  them. 

The  tongross  took  into  consideration  the  report  from  the  committee  of  tk 
whole  house,  and  after  debate. 
Resolved,  That  the  same  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow  morning,  resolve  itself  iote  i 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  opesiei 
the  ports,  and  the  restrictions  and  regulations  of  the  trade  of  these  col^ 
after  the  first  of  March  next 

Resolved,,  That  the  committee  on  ways  and  means  to  procure  cannon,  be  £* 
rected  to  enquire  what  quantity  of  brass  can  be  procured,  and  that  they  bees- 
powered  to  contract  for  the  same. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  February  16,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  tiie  secret  committee  be  directed  to  furnish  colonel  St.  Cliirli 
battalion  with  arms,  and  that  the  president  write  to  colonel  St  Clair,  and  &- 
rect  him  to  use  the  utmost  diligence  in  getting  his  battalion  ready,  and  to  mtKk 
the  companies,  one  at  a  time,  as  fast  as,  they  can  be  got  ready,  to  Canacb,  vitk 
all  possible  expedition. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  cannon  wanted  for 
tne  defence  of  the  colonies,  and  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  procuring  theou 
&c.  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  li^  on  the  table. 
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Agreeab)e  to  the  order  of  the  daj,  the  Consress  resolved  itself  into  a  com~ 
inittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  opening  the 
ports,  and  the  restrictions  and  regulations  of  the  traae  of  these  colonies  after 
the  first  of  March  next ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  ^e  committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the 
matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Reived,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow  morning,  resolve  itself  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  proprie- 
tj  of  opeuina;  the  ports,  and  the  restrictions  and  regulations  of  trade  after  the 
first  of  March  next. 

The  committee  to  whom  general  Washington's  and  general  Schuyler's  let- 
ters were  referred,  laid  their  report  pn  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

SATURDAY,  February  17, 1776. 

Besohedy  That  an  order  for  ten  thousand  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer^ 
in  favor  of  James  Mease,  for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

That  colonel  James  Irvine,  of  the  sixth  Pennsylvania  battalion,  be  autho* 
rized  and  empowered  to  purchase  good  arms  for  tne  use  of  his  battalion,  the 
price  of  the  same  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  the  men. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  treasury,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read : 

Resolved^  That  a  standing  committee  of  five  be  appointed  for  superintend- 
ing the  treasury : 

That  it  be  the  business  of  this  committee. 

To  examine  the  accounts  of  the  treasurers,  and,  from  time  to  time,  report 
^o  Congress  the  state  of  the  treasury ; 

To  consider  of  ways  and  means  for  supplying  gold  and  silver  for  the  4up« 
>ort  of  the  army  in  C^ada : 

To  employ  and  instruct  proper  persons  for  liquidating  the  public  accounts, 
with  the  diflferent  pay-masters  and  commissaries  in  the  continental  service, 
md  the  conventions,  committees  of  safety  and  others  who  have  been  or  shall 
le  entrusted  with  the  public  money ;  and,  from  time  to  time,  to  report  the  state 
if  such  accounts  to  Congress : 

To  cuperintend  the  emission  of  Ulls  of  credit : 

To  obtain  from  the  different  assemblies  and  conventions  of  the  United  Colo- 
lies,  accounts  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  colony,  according  to  the 
esolution  of  Congress  on  that  subject. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Smith,  and 
lir.  Willing. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
reasury ; 

Resolved,  That  a  farther  sum  of  four  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted  on  the 
\me  security  as  the  sums  heretofore  emitted  by  Congress  have  been  : 
That  the  committer  fur  superintending  the  treasury  be  directed  to  consider 
le  numbers  and  denominations  of  the  bills  in  which  it  will  be  proper  to  emit 
le  above  four  millions,  and  report  to  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  into  what  departments  the  middle  and 
>uthern  colonies  ought  to  be  divided,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 
TMie  committee  to  whom  sundry  letters  from  brigadier-general  Arnold,  bri- 
u\  ier-general  Wooster,  major-general  Schuyler,  and  major-general  Lee,  were 
tlerred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Where- 
3on, 

Mesolved,  That  major-general  Lee  be  directed  immediately  to  repair  to  Ca- 
ida,  and  take  command  of  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies  m  tb^t  province : 
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That  maior 'general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  repair,  as  suon  as  kis  ke&ltli  till 

EttmU  to  New- York,  and  take  the  command  of  the  forces,  and  coiul«ct  tktii- 
tar  J  operations  there :  and  that  the  president  inform  Um  by  express  of  iiu 
arrangement,  and  the  reasons  that  led  to  it : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  safety  of  Kei- 
York,  to  supply  general  Lee  with  a  quaotity  of  suitable  cannon,  not  eiceedi^ 
Jtwelve,  and  one  or  more  mortars,  if  to  be  had,  with  halls,  shells,  and  ether  k- 
cessaries  for  the  siege  or  assault  of  Quebec ;  and  that  they  assist  iuB  isfcr* 
warding  the  same  with  all  possible  expedition : 

That  the  regiment  of  Canadians,  the  raising  of  which  ia  mentioned  ii  Ivjp- 
dier-general  Arnold's  letter,  of  the  12th  of  January  last,  to  have  beei  pitM 
foot  by  Um,  receive  the  same  pay,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  regulatittttf  tbe 
other  forces  employed  in  Canada^  and  be  accounted  part  of  the  number  Mp- 
ed  to  be  raised  for  that  service. 

That  the  appointment  of  captain  —————  Rensselaer  to  be  deputj  master- 
master  general  of  the  forces  in  Canaila,  be  confirmed : 

That  the  appointment  of  John  Halsted,  esq.  to  be  ceromiseary  for  the  usj 
before  Quebec,  be  confirmed  : 

That  major-general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  have  provisions  stored  in  pnfN 
places  near  Hudson's  river,  between  Albany  and  the  HigkUnds,  to  sopplj  !»i^ 
troops  as  it  mar  be  necessary  to  call  out  of  the  country  : 

That  the  offer  made  by  eeneral  Schuyler  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  fosr  ahillas^ 
per  day  fur  each  of  the  sleds  hired  to  forward  toe  Pennsylvania  and  New  in 
sey  forces  in  their  march  to  Canada,  be  complied  with : 

That  the  offici^rs  in  the  continental  armies  be  enjoined  to  use  their  Kt«< 
diligence  in  preventing  every  kind  of  plunder ;  and  that  all  who  shall  oisi^ 
herein,  be  punished  according  to  the  stnctest  discipline  : 

That  the  resolves  of  Congress  for  encouraging  suttlers  to  attend  the  unf^ 
Canada,  be  published,  with  the  information  tliat  hosiery,  shoes,  coarse liuo^ 
soap,  rum,  sugar,  and  wine,  are  much  wanted  there : 

That  a  few  artificers,  such  as  armorers,  smiths,  carpenters,  haraess-iii^^ 
and  wheel -Wrights,  with  proper  persons  to  superintend  them,  be  forthwithstf- 
tp  Canada. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  tlie.  convention  of  New-York,  that  such  of  the« 
ficers  who  served  faithfully  in  Canada  tlie  last  campaign,  as  are  willing  to  c^ 
tinue  there,  be  preferred,  in  the  new  levies  of  the  colony  of  New-York,ti>o^>^ 

Besolvedt  That  a  committee  of  three  be  chosen  to  prepare  instructieitf  ^^ 
the  committee  appointed  to  go  to  Canada. 

The  members  elected,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Tuesday  next,  resolve  itself  Ib^* 
COQimittee  of  the  whole,  to  tdce  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  opeDiB^t!^ 
ports,  and  tlie  restrictions  and  regulations  of  trade,  after  the  first  of  March  oest 

Besolved,  That  tlie  committee  appointed  to  purchase  sundry  articles  of  cl*f 
ing  for  the  northern  army,  be  directed  to  contract  for  good  strong  shoes  for  v 
army  in  Canada. 

llie  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  oiv 
method  of  subsisting;  the  troops  in  New- York,  &c. 

Sesolyedf  That  the  sum  cf  thirty-five  thousand  d<41ara  be  advanced  to  v 
convention  or  coQimittee  of  safety  of  New- York,  for  tite  support  of  the  trtop. 
employed  in  the  defence  of  that  colony  ;  the  said  convention  or  co»Jsitt^||| 
safety  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof;  and  that  aa  orders' 
drawn  on  the  treasurers  for  the  above  sum,  in  favor  of  the  delates  of  tiot^ 
lony,  who  are  directed  to  forward  tlie  same : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  safety  of  ^<f' 
York,  to  contract  with  proper  persons  for  supplying  the  said  troops  witb  v^ 
liations  allowed  by  Congress,  and  with  fWel  ana  other  necessaries,  an  the  ^^ 
reasonabl«Henns  in  their  power. 


J:OURNALa  OF  C0NeiB9S,  1776.  M> 


The  comwittee  of  clainiis  report^,  that  there  ia  due. 

On  an  account  exhibitjed  bj  the  comnuttee  of  (Frederick  countj,  Marjland^  t« 
be  paid  to  S.  Chase  and  W..Paca.  e»qa  the  sum  of  860.9  doUar»»  of  which  S69.4 
being  for  rifles,  &c.  furnished  captain  Cresaop's  company  of  riflevieii»  ought  to 
be  charged  to  tlie  said  coaipan;,  and  the  remainder  to  tlie  continent : 

To  !Ni«hoia9  Uowar,  fur  wagonage.the  sum  of  74.4  dollar8»and  that  the  a^ime* 
ought  to  be  paid  to  Daiuel  lio^er* 

Ordered,  That  the  above  aifcounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  oa  Monday. 

MONDAY,  February  19,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournmeat»  and  having  attended  the  oration  delivered 
in  honor  of  general  Montgomery,  and  of  those  officers  and  soldiers  who  mag^ 
nanimously  fought  and  fell  with  him  in  maintaining  the  principles  of  liberty^ 

Adjourn^  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

TUESDAY,  February  20,  1776. 

The  convention  of  New-Jersey  having  made  a  new  choice  of  delegates  to 
represent  that  colony  in  Congress,  three  of  said  delegates  attending,  produced 
their, credentials,  which  were  read  as  follpws : 

"In  Provincul  Co2iv£NTioif«  New-J&assy,  Baunswick,  \4ihFeb*  1776: 

Resolved^  on  motion,  unanimously^  That  William  Livingston,  John  De  Hart* 
Richard  Smith,  John  Cojopor.  and  Jonathan  Dickenson  Sergeant,  esqrs.  be  de- 
i^ates  to  represent  thia  nrovince  in  the  Continental  Congress,,  for  the  space  of 
one  year,  or  until  others  shall  be  legally  appointed  in  their  stead ;  and  that  they, 
or  ajajHtbree  or  more  of  t}iem»  have  full  and  ample  power  to  consent  and  a^ree 
to  all  meaaqres  which,  such  Conmsa  shall  deem  necessary ;  and  this  province 
bind  themselves  to  execute,  to  £e  utmost  of  their  power,  all  resolutions  which 
the  said  Congress  may  adopt  And  further,  if  the  said  Congress  shall  think 
necessary  to  adjourn,  we  do  authorize  our  said  dele^itea  to  represent  and  act 
for  thia  province,  in  any  one  Congress  to  be  held  by  virtue  of  such  adjourn- 
ment^ during  their  delegation. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes, 

YV^ILLIAM  PATTERSON,  Secretary:^ 

A  letter  from  general  Le^iOf  the  17tK  instant,  was  read. 

A  memorial  mm  a  number  of  the  inhidntanta  of  Northumberland,  in  the 
colony  of  Pennsylvania,  with  six  papers  therein  enclosed,  was  presented  to 
Congress  and  read :  Also, 

A  petition  from  sundry  inhaUtants  near  Pittsburg,  was  presented  and  read: 

Resolved^  That  the  above  memorial  and  petition  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  five. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Qewes,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  E;» 
Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Chase.  ^ 

Lieutenant  Brasher,  who  hail  tho.orders  of  general  Schuyler  to  conduct  a 
number  of  Canadian  prisoners  to  New- Jersey  or  Pennsylvania,  having  executed 
his  orders,  laid  his  instructions  before  Congress,  which  were  read.  Also,  ]^r. 
Shaltus,  quarter-master  of  the  first  Ponnsylvania  battalion,  having  had  orders 
to  conduct  certain  prisoners  down  from  Kingston,  and  having  executed  his 
orders,  laid  his  instructions  before  Congress,  which  were  read. 

Jiesolved/Thtit  these  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  prisoners. 

Hesolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colonel  Max- 
irell,  or  order,  twenty  stand  of  arms  for  the  use  of  his  battalion,  he  to  be  ac 
countable  for  the  same. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
ivays  and  means  of  procuring  cannon :  Whereupon, 

tiesohei^  That  two  hundred  and  fiffgr  twelve  pounders,  sixty  nine  pounders, 
and  sixty-two  four  pounders,  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  these  colonies: 
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That  the  committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  procuring  caanan,  beea- 
powered  to  purchase  or  contract  for  making  the  same ; 

That  a  new  member  be  added  to  that  committee : 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  W.  Livingston. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  dne. 

To  Michael  Connolly,  expenses  for  wagon-hire,  carrying  tiie  prinmen'liig' 
gage  from  Bethlehem  to  Reading,  and  his  own  expenses  four  days,  the  sua  of 
160  dollars. 

To  Richard  Howel,  for  transportation  of  powder  to  Barlingtoa,  the  UBof 
34)  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved f  That  colonel  Wayne  be  directed  to  march  with  his  btttilimto 
New- York,  and  nut  himself  under  the  command  of  general  Lee,  or  tkec«i' 
mandtne  officer  there. 

The  Congress  beine  informed  that  two  prisoners  taken  at  ChamUy,  udita 
had  leave  to  stay  at  Newark  in  the  province  of  New-Jersey,  on  cooditioii  of 
their  making  gun  locks,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies^  are  not  tmj/isjd 
in  Aat  work: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  two  prisoners  be  ordered  to  Philadtlpbia,  aodfit 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Rittenhouse,  to  carry  on  the  above  business. 

The  Congress  being  inform^  that  a  (quantity  of  powder,  belonging  totk 
United  Colonies,  was  arrived  at  Brunswick;  in  New-Jersey, 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Alsop,  and  Mr.  P.  Livingston,  be  directd 
ix>  forward  the  said  powder,  under  a  guard,  with  all  possible  expetlition,  toge- 
neral  Washington,  tor  the  use  of  the  army  under  his  command. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor  of  M.  lalmeae* 
for  the  sum  of  J250  dollars,  for  his  services  in  behalf  of  the  United  (Mmi^ 

Adjourned  tote^  o'clock  to-morrow* 

WEDNESDAY,  KbruHry  21,  1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

Xo  — — — -  Shallus,  for  his  expenses  in  conducting  prisoners  from  Albuj 
to  Trenton,  the  sum  of  17  3-4  dollars. 

To  Caspar  Shaaf,  for  wagonaee,  the  sum  of  104  dollars*  and  that  the  sitf 
ought  to  be  paid  to  S.  Chase,  and  W.  Paca,  esqrs. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Two  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  10th  and  13th  instant,  beingit 
ceived,wcre  read: 

Mesolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  fot  Pennsylvania,  of  the  20th  ixM^ 
respecting  thejprisoners  at  Lancaster,  was  read : 

Resolved,  Tuat  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  prisoners. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  i^ 
numbers  and  denominations  of  the  bills,  8bc.  brought  in  their  i-eport,  whidiios 
considered,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

That  die  four  millions  of  dollars  now  to  be  emitted,  consist  of  tiiefoDowi^ 
denominations : 

^660,873  bnt^hi  vb,  g  1,3914^ 
130,436  of  three   do.  -      391^ 

150,435  offbur     do. 

65,217  of  ave      dow 

65,217  of  MX       do. 

65,217  of  seven  do. 

65,217  of  eight   do. 


600,000  of  one-oxth  of  a  dollar,  100,000 
600,000  of  one-thud  do.        200,000 

600,000  of  one.half  do.       300,000 

600,000  of  two-thirds         do.        400,000 

130.436  of  one  dollar,  .        130,436 

130.437  of  two      do.  -        260,874 


2,660,873  tarried  up,         g  1,39]|310 


326^ 
591^ 
456^1? 
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That  the  plates  engraved  for  the  two  former  enusnona,  be  used  in  the  new  emis- 
sion of  the  bills  from  one  to  eight  dollars  inclnsiTe,  and  that  those  bills  be  ex* 
pressed  in  the  following  words : 

No.  Dollars. 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  Spanish  milled  dollars, 

or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  'Or  silver,  aceording  to  a  resolution  of  Congress, 
passed  at  Phfladeldiia,  February  17, 1776. 

That  the  said  buls  be  signed  bj  two  signers,  and  each  different  denomina* 
tion  numbered  from  No.  1.  pri^ressivelj. 

That  one  plate  with  proper  devices  be  engraved  for  the  smaller  bills  now  to 
be  emitted,  under  the  value  of  one  dollar : 

That  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  follows : 

One  of  a  dollar,  according  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  at 

Philadelphia,  February  17,1776. 

That  each  of  these  bills  be  signed  bj  one  signer  only,  and  that  each  different 
denomination  be  numbered  from  No.'  1  •  progressively  as  aforesaid : 

That  Michael  Hillesis,  Richard  Bache,  and  Stephen  Paschall,  esqrs*  be  ap- 
pointed and  authorized  to  inspect  the  PJ^bs  : 

That  before  they  enter  upon  their  office,  they  shall  respectively  take  an  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  be  to  them  administered  by  any  magistrate,  '*  well  and  faithfully 
to  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  as  inspectors 
of  the  press,  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judfi^ment."  A  certincate  of 
which  oath,  or  affirmation,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  committee  on  the  treasury: 

That  each  of  the  said  inspectors  respectively,  shall  be  allowed  two  dollars 
a  day  for  their  services,  while  they  shall  be  employed  in  inspecting  the  press; 
in  the  execution  of  the  said  trust* 

Me$ohedf  That  the  committee  on  the  treasury»be  directed  to  have  the  fore- 
goinii;  resolutions  carried  into  execution  with  ail  convenient  despatch. 

The  committee  for  receiving  the  applications  for  offices  in  the  continental 
army,  reported,  that  they  have  nominated  Mr.  Lewis  Durham,  for  surgeon  to 
the  third  battalion,  now  raising  in  the  colony  of  New-Jersey,  and  recommend 
him  to  the  Congress  for  appointment  to  the  said  office. 

Resolvedy  That  the  report  be  agreed  to,  and  that  a  commission  be  granted  to 
Mr.  Lewis  Durham  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  February  22,  1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Washington,  both  of  the  9th  of  this  month,  being 
received  and  read, 

Resoh^fd,  That  the  said  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Congress. 

Accordingly,  the  Coneress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  letters  just  received  from  general  Washington,  and 
after  some  time  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that 
the  committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the  letters  referred  to  them,  but  not 
having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Metmved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  fardier  consideration  the  letters  from  general 
Washington. 

Information  being  given  by  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  that  the  regiment  of 
militia,  ordered  by  the  convention  of  that  colony  to  march  for  the  defence  of 
New -York,  in  consecj^uence  of  the  resolve  of  Conn-ess  of  the  12th  instant, 
wanted  arms,  with  which  they  could  not  be  furnished,  unless  the  Congress 
ivonld  supply  them  out  of  the  public  stock ;  the  Congress  took  this  matter  into 
consideration,  and  being  of  opinion,  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  spare  the 
public  arms,  which  are  wanted  for  the  battalions  raising  in  the  continental 
BQijice, 
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JResolved,  Tkat  the  march  of  the  said  iMttalion  of  militia  be  coufitermuided. 

fiesolved.  That  orders  iMue  to  quicken  colonel  Wajnt  in  getting  b 
tMtttalion  ready ;  and  that,  as  fast  as  he  can  get  a  companj  properlj  cquff^ 
he  cause  it  ioi  mediately  to  march  to  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  directed  lo  write  to  the  coAr^ntioa  of  Nev- 
York,  and  desire  them  to  inform  Congresa,  what  procress  they  ha?e  made  a 
raising  the  four  battalions  recommend^  to  be  raised  m  that  colonj  fw  tittil^ 
fence  of  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  February  2S,  1776. 

Colonel  Braxton,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attending,  produced  the crniefi* 
tials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read,  as  follows : 

"ViRoiNrA,  IN  CONVENTION,  December  15, 1775. 

The  convention,  according  to  tlie  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  to  the  afpoint- 
ment  of  a  delegate  to  represent  this  colony  in  the  general  Congressi  in  the  inoi 
of  the  latehon.  Peyton  Randolph,  esq.  and  the  members  having  prepsrodtickeo 
With  the  name  of  the  delegate  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  aame  into  thelalkit- 
box,  Mr.  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  William  CiH 
and  Mr.  Carter,  of  Lancaster,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  examine tk 
ballot4Nix,  and  report  on  whom  the  m^onty  fell ;  and,  it  appearing,  fromtbeir 
teport*  that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  whole  couTentioa  in  favour  of  Carm 
Braxton,  esq. 

Mesolt^d^  therefore.  That  the  said  Carter  Braxton,  esq.  be  appointed  a  4M^ 

ntte  to  represent  this  colony  in  the  room  of  the  late  hon.  rey  ton  Raadnlplvei^ 

A  copy,  JOHN  TAZEWELL,  Clerk  of  the  Cowvei^' 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  return  to  the  eomnititt 
of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  tlie  arms  borrowed  of  them  for  tiie  use  of  th 
continent. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Francis  Daymon,  for  translating  into  French  the  rules  and  artidrsfbrtte 
better  regulating  the  continental  troops,  the  sum  of  13  1<5  dollan: 

To  Mons.  Mesplet,  for  printing  the  military  rules,  and  French  lettentotk 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  the  sum  ra  44  dollars  t 

To  colonel  Harrison,  for  expenses  of  himself,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Alltf. 
on  their  journey  to  New  York,  the  sum  of  150^  dollars.: 

To  Jeremiah  Traxler,  tor  provisions,  &c.  for  Indiana  who  were  in  Fhilvie)* 
phia  in  December  last,  the  sum  of  40.8  dollars,  and  that  the  same  oi^tt0be 
paid  to  Mr.  Kachlein : 

To  sundry  persons  for  rifles  famished  captain  Mot^gan's  company,  the  ioa« 
118.3  dollars,  which  ouglit  to  be  paid  to  colonel  Nelson,  and  chaiged  to  tk 
Baid  company. 

To  Clement  Biddle,  for  shot-pouches,  powder-horns,  and  bnllet-awU^ 
purchased  by  him  for  the  Canada  regiment,  the  sum  of  1169.3  dollars: 

To  sundry  persons  for  blankets  supplied  captain  Price's  company,  the  sii 
of  32.9  dollars,  and  that  the  same  oupit  to  be  paid  to  Ooom  Read,  esq. 

To  captain  Little,  for  provisions  for  guards  attending  c^Naia'Campbellf  ^ 
sum  of  9.5  dollars :  - 

To  Christian  Rliorbeck,  for  necessaries  furnished  to  several  priaonen  of  tw 
rth  and  26th  re^pments,  the  sum  of  9.4  dollars,  and  that  the  smne  ought  t*  ^ 
paid  to  Adam  Kimmel : 

To  Henr^  Shits,  for  rifles,  &c.  furnished  to  captain  Stevenson's  comfuiji  ^ 
sum  of  78.6  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  said  company: 

To  Abraham  Ebrasher,  for  attending  several  French  noUease,  from  AtoJ^ 
Bristol,  the  sum  of  32  dollars. 

Orderedi  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 
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Mte§olii>edf  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  contract  for  the  making 
of  muskets  and  bayonets  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  consider 
of  farther  wm  ana  means  of  promoting  and  encouraging  the  manufacture  of 
fire  arms  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  metmbers  chosen,  Mr.  Paine»  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Huntington*  Mr.  Lee»  and 
Mr.  L.  Morris. 

Mesolvedf  That  the  letter  of  Mr,  Christopher  Leffingwell,  dated  the  29th 
NoTember,  1775,  with  sundir  papers  relating  to  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Nancj« 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tnree. 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe«  Mr.  Huntington,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 
Rtsolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  empowered  for  the  pupose  of  pro- 
curing arms  and  ammunition,  to  export  the  produce  of  these  colonies,  equal  to 
the  amount  of  that  by  them  exported  in  two  vessels  lately  taken  by  the  enemy. 
RtMolved,  That  the  committee,  for  superintending  the  treasury,  be  authori- 
zed to  em{Aoy  one  or  more  clerks  for  stating,  keeping,  and  liquidating  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  under  their  direction,  and  to  proyide  books  and  a  suitable  office 
for  that  purpose : 

That  tney  have  power  to  call  upon  the  diSerdnt  committees  of  Congress,  as- 
semblies, conventions,  councils  or  committees  of  safety,  continental  officers,  and 
private  persons,  who  have  been  or  shall  be  entrusted  with  public  money,  for  their 
accounts  and  vouchers,  and  for  such  other  materials  and  information,  as  the 
said  committee  on  the  treasury  shall  judge  to  be  useful,  in  stating,  checking 
and  auditing  the  public  accounts. 

Beaolvtd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  assemblies,  conventions, 
councils,  or  committees  of  safety,  and  committees  of  correspondence  and  in- 
spection in  the  United  Colonies,  to  exert  themselves,  in  devising  fart)^er  ways 
and  means  of  promoting  and  encouragingthe  manufieioture  of  salt-petre,  and  of 
introducing  that  manufacture  into  private  families. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  and  conventions  in  the  United 
Colonies,  that  they  immediately  establish  public  works  in  each  and  every  coun- 
ty in  their  respective  colonies,  at  the  expense  of  such  colonies,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  salt-petre,  and  appoint  committees  of  their  own  members  immedi- 
ately to  set  up  such  manufactures : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  and  conventions,  councils,  or 

committees  of  safety,  of  everj  colony,  forthwith  to  erect  powder-mills  in  their 

Respective  colonies,  and  appomt  committees  to  build  sucn  mills,  and  procure 

persons  well  skilled  in  tibe  manufacture  of  powder,  at  the  expense  of  such 

€M>lonies : 

That  a  committee  of  this  Congress,  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each 
colony,  be  appointed  to  consider  of  further  ways  and  means  of  promoting  and 
encouraging  tne  manufactures  of  salt-petre,  sulphur  and  gun-powder^  in  these 
colonies,  and  to  correspond  with  the  several  assemblies  and  conventions,  and 
councils  or  committees  of  safety  in  the  several  colonies,  that  Congress  may  be, 
from  time  to  time,  truly  informed  of  the  progress  made  in  these  manufactures. 
"  The  members  chosen.  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Hun- 
tington, Mr.  L.  Morris,  Mr.  Sereeant,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Paca, 
JAn  Braxton,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  £•  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Bullock. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resolutions  respecting  salt-petre,  &c.  be  published. 
It  beine  represented  that  capt.  Harman  has  inlisted  into  his  company,  and  car- 
ried with  him  to  Canada,  thirteen  servants,  without  the  consent  of  their  masters ; 
liesolved.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  this  mat- 
ter, and  to  report  to  Congress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Willing,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 
JReaolvedj  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  letters  from  general 
^^Tashington,  &c. 
•  Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 
Vol.  L  SB 
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MONDAY,  February  £6,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Lee,  dated  S2d  instant,  was  read : 

Eeaolved,  I'hat  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  JrAdams,  and  Mr.  L.  Morris. 

Besolvtd,  That  an  order  be  drawn  gn  the  treasarers,  in  favor  of  Carpenta 
Wharton,  for  the  sum  of  6000  dollars,  he  to  be  accountable* 

A  petition  from  lieutenant  Jocel jn  Feftham,  of  the  26th  regiment,  who  wu 
tkken  prisoner  at  Ticondero^  was  presented  and  read,  prajring  leave  to  goto 
Europe  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

Besolved,  That  the  prayer  of  his  petition  be  granted. 

A  representation  from  the  committee  of  inspection  and  observation  of  die 
dtv  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  relative  to  vessels  loaded  for  Great-Biitain, 
Ireland,  and  the  British  West-Indies,  was  presented  to  Congress,  andttid: 
Whereupon, 

Jlesrilvecf,  That  no  vessel  loaded  for  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  BritiA  Wett- 
Indies,  be  permitted  to  sail  until  tiie  further  order  of  Conmss;  and  that  itbt 
recommen4ed  to  the  different  committees  of  inspection  ana  observatioSito  aee 
that  this  resolution  be  carried  into  execution. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  resolve  be  published. 

Reiolvid,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  examine  and  report  tk 
numbers  and  circumstances  of  the  permits,  and  the  destination  of  the  Te6§e!s, 
to  which  such  permits  have  been  granted,  for  exporting  the  produce  of  tie 
colonies,  in  consequence  of  the  importation  of  ammunition  and  warlike  stores; 
and  that  the  representation  of  the  comroitteee  of  inspection  and  obsemtHS 
for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  on  this  subject,  be  referred  to  tie 
aaid  committee. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Wilson^  Mr.  LiviDgstoi, 
and  Mr.Wythe. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  dated  February  ft4th,  wasrenl' 
*  Sesoloed,  Hiat  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  letter 
from  general  Lee,  was  this  morning  committed. 

Besolvedt  l*hat  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  favor  of  the  dele- 
gates of  Maryland,  for  the  sum  of  twenty-two  thonsand  dollars,  to  be  bj  tkta 
exchanged  for  gold  and  silver,  and  paid  back  into  their  treasury. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  F^hr^mry  87,  1776. 

Pesolvtdt  That  Monsieur  Rcgonville  be  permitted*to  go  to  Bristol,  sn<I  ^ 
a  week  with  his  relations  there ;  and  that,  after  that,  he  return  to  Phiiailelpiui' 

Re9olved,  That  the  sum  of  100  dollars  be  paid  to  Monsieur  *DugaB.  forte 
services  in  the  cause  of  the  United  Colonies  in  Canada,  and  that  it  be  recoo* 
mended  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  forces  of  the  United  Colonies  intiot 
province^  to  advance  him  to  a  post  in  tiie  army,  suitable' to  his  merit  and  ser- 
tices. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  Christopher  Leffingwell  and  others, 
eonceming  the  brigantine  Nancy,  commanded  by  Thomas  Da\is,  and  her  caif«i 
were  referred,  bvou^t  in  their  report;  which  being  taken  into  conslderatiooi 

Resolved,  That  the  case  of  the  said  brigantine  and  caigo,  pertaineth  to  the 

Sdicature  established  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut  for  hearing  and  detemio* 
gmatters  of  the  same  kind. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appoint* 
ed  to  consider  into  wmit  departments  the  middle  and  southern  colonies  oigii^ 
to  be  formed. 

Resolved,  That  Ncw-Tork,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  lower  countia 
dn  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  be  put  into  one  department,  under  the  coiu»4» 
of  the  major-general,  and  two  bngadiers-generaf  with  proper  staff: 
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That  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  Soath-Carolina,  and  Opdrgia,  be  put  into 
one  odier  department,  under  the  command  of  one  major-general,  and  three 
llrijnfcdiers^neral  with  proper  staffx 

That  Fridaj  next  be  assigned  for  the  election  of  the  majon«general,  brigi^ 
diers-general,  and  staff-officers  in  the  foregoing  departments. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- Jersey,  to  have 
the  cargo  of  the  transport  Blue-Mountain  Valley  landed^  and  secured  in  some 
safe  place,  till  further  orders  of  Congress. 

The  order  of  the  daj  being  renewed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

,     WEDNESDAY,  February  28, 1776. 

Beeolved,  That  general  Lee  be  directed  not  to  proceed  to  Canadf^  until  he 
receive  further  orders  from  Congress. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Lee  and  tfie  convention 
of  New-Jersey,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  repay  to  the  delegates 
of  North-Carolina  the  four  hundred  weight  of  powder  borrowed  of  that  colony. 

The  committee  on  prisoners,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  sue^ 
ty  of  Pennsylvania  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration ;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  inspection  and  observation  for  ihe  county 
of  Berks,  in  Pennsylvania,  be  authorized  and  requested  to  contract,  upon  rea- 
sonable terms,  for  the  subsistence  of  such  of  the  prisoners  now  in  Reading  as 
are  not  supplied  by  Mr.  Franks,  together  with  the  women  and  children  belong- 
.  in^  to  all  the  prisoners  there,  and  tor  supplying  them  with  fire- wood,  and  other 
thinffs  absolutely  oeceasary  for  th^ir  support : 

That  the  committees  of  mspection  ana  observation  for  the  counties,  districtiL 
or  towns,  assigned  jGpt  the  residence  of  prisoners,  be  empowered  to  superintend 
their  conduct,  and,  in  cases  of  sross  misbehavior,  to  confine  them,  aad  vepeiC 
to  Congress  the  proceedings  had  on  such  occasions. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolve  be  published. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  agreeable  to  the 
offer  made  by  them  of  their  service,  of  which  Con^^ess  have  a  proper  sensOf  be 
authorized  to  distribute  the  officers,  who  are  prisoners  in  Lancaster,  in  suck 
places  within  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  as  to  that  committee  shall  sem 
most  proper,  taking  their  parole,  which,  if  they  reAise  to  give,  the  said  eommit- 
tee  are  empowered  and  directed  to  confine  uiem ;  and  that,  in  executiog  this 
resolve,  the  said  committee  have  r^rd  to  the  reaolutiona  heretofore  made  by 
Congress,  with  respect  to  prisoners  and  their  resideaoe. 

A  petition  of  Anthony  Marmajou,  master  and  owner  of  the  brig  Little*PelIy» 
of  the  island  of  Martinic|ue,  was  presented  toCon^ss  and  read :  Whereupon^ 

Resolved,  That  Monsieur  Marmajou  be  permitted  to  load  the  brigantine 
Little-Polly,  in  which  he  imported  a  smalt  quantity  of  powder  and  arms,  wid^ 
the  produce  of  these  colonies,  (homed  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  poultry  and  lumber 
for  making  casks  excepted,)  and  export  the  same  to -Martinique ;  and  that  the 
said  Anthony  Marmajou  do  take  every  possible  precaution  to  avoid  all  British 
men  of  war  and  cutters  on  his  voyaee ;  and  that  ne  uee  his  utmost  endeavort  to 
import  into  these  colonies  the  powder  and  arms  mentioned  in  his  petition, 

Mesolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.  Mease, 
for  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  lOA  . 
and  13th  of  February,  and  the  paperi  there  mentioned,  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  ^^^  which  was  taken  into,  consideration : 'thereupon. 

Resolved,  'lliat  a  sufficient  ouantity  of  steel  be  sent  to  general  Schuyler,  or 
ihe  commanding  officer  at  Aloany,  tor  the  armorers  and  the  blftckemitha  wlm 
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are  appointed  to  go  and  work  for  die  Indiana,  and  tkat  the  delegitei  rf  Net- 
Jersey  be  desired  to  provide  and  forward  the  saine  s 

That  an  account  ii  the  monej  paid  to  the  Pennsjlvania  troops  irikolan 
marched  to  Canada,  be  sent  to  general  Schuyler; 

That  the  deputj  muster-roaster  general,  Uunning  Bedford,  esq.  be  directed 
to  repair  to  his  post  forthwith  in  the  northern  army  in  Canada,  and  tlatbe 
muster  the  trqops  once  in  eyerj  months  and  make  returns  to  Congress  ud  tbe 
commanding  omcer : 

That  the  orders  given  by  general  Schuyler,  in  his  letter  of  the  IStk  isstiDt, 
to  lieutenant-colonel  Warner,  be  approved. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY.  February  29.  1776, 

The  colony  of  New-Hampshire  having  appointed  delegates  for  thepraot 
year,  William  Whipple,  es(}«  one  of  the  said  delegates,  attended  audprodictd 
the  credentials  of  their  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

^  Colony  OF  New-Hampshirb— 'Ik  THE  House  of  REPREssirrATnis,Jini' 

ary  iS,  1776. 

*<  Voted,  That  Josiah  Bartlett,  John  Langdon,  and  William  Whipple,  &f; 
be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  delegates  to  represent  this  colonj  in  the  Goati- 
iient&l  Congress  at  Pniladelphia  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  this  time,  anyone 
of  them,  in  the  absence  of  the  others,  to  have  full  power  to  represent  this  colo- 
ny, aod  that  not  more  than  two  of  them  attend  at  one  time.  Sent  up  for  c«* 
currence.  P.  WHITE,  JSjpefflfar. 

In  Council,  eoiem  die. 

R^ad  and  concurred.  E.  THOMPSON,  Seerdar^^ 

A  true  copy  from  the  journal  of  council. 

Attest,  E.  THOMPSON,  Beeretirfi!* 

'    A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  a  letter  framM 
Drummond  to  general  Robinson  and  sundry  other  papers,  was  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  cos* 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  letter  from  general  ^^ 
ington,  of  the  9th  instant,  and  the  trade  of  the  colonies  after  the  1st  of  Mtfi 
and,  after  some  time,  the  president  f  esumed  die  diair,  and  Mr.  Ward  repor^ 
that  the  committee  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him  to  monw 
leave  to  jait  afj^- 

Resolved,  That  this  Coneress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  commii^ 
of  die  whole,  to  take  into  rarther  consideratibn  the  letter  from  general  Waa* 
ington,  and  the  trade  of  the  colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

PRIDAY,  March  1, 1776. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  New-Hampshire,  wiA  a  petiw* 
from  the  said  colony,  ai^d  sundry  other  papers,  were  read : 
^   Resolved,  That  ttie  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three.  * 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Dr.  Franklin. 

A  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Falmouth  being  presented,  was  read. 

Mesotvedr  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  i^embers  chosen,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  Paca. 

A  letter  from  J.  Mease,  commissary,  with  sundry  queries,  to  which  he  in- 
quests the  answers  of  Conkress,  that  he  mayluiow  how  to  conduct  the  In^ 
entf^sted  to  him,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read : 

Resoived^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Rutledee,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

A  memorUl  of  the  merchants,  traders  and  others,  of  the  city  of  PbiUdel|»»*' 
was  presented  and  read; 
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Besolvedf  That  it  be  referred  to  a  coiAmittee  of  the  whole. 

The  general  assembly  of  Massachusetts-BajTy  having  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress a  state  of  the  accounts  of  their  colony  a^nst  the  continent* 

Resolved^  That  the  same  be  referred  for  liquidation  to  the  committee  of 
claims. 

Sesolvedj  That  an  addition  of  34  dollars  a  month  be  added  to  the  pay  of 
Joseph  Reed)  esq.  secretary  to  general  Washington*  on  account  of  the  extras- 
ordinary  sevices  at  present  attending  that  office,  by  reason  of  the  general's 
direction  of  the  naval  department. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow*  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  letter  of  general  Washington*  of 
the  I4th*  with  the  papers  enclosed. 

Besolvedt  Th&t  tne  secret  committee  be  directed  to  treat  with  the  owners 
of  some  medicines  lately  imnorted,  and  to  purchase  the  same  on  the  most  rea- 
sonable terms  for  the  use  ot  the  continent. 

licso£ved*That  major-general  Lee  be  appointed  to  take  the  command  of  tiie 
continental  forces  in  the  southern  department. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  six  brigadier-generals,  and  the 
ballots  being  delivered  in  and  examined,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  x* 


John  Armstrong*  esq. 
WiUism/rhorapson*  esq. 
Andrew  Lewis^  esq. 


Jsmes  Moore*  esq. 

The  light  hon.  William*  eatl  of  Steifing. 

Robert  Howe*  esq. 


Resolved,  Thatbrinidier-general  Annystron^be'directed  to  repair  to  South- 
Carolina,  bri^diers  Xiewis  and  Howe  to  Virginia*  and  brigadier  Moore  to 
North-Carohna,  and  to  take  the  command  of  the  forces  in  those  respective  colo- 
nies, until  th<^  receive  further  orders  from  Coneress  or  a  superior  officer. 

ResUvedj  That  brigadier-general  lliompson  be  directed  to  repair  to  New- 
York. 


The  orders  of  the  day  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 


MONDAY,  ^arcft  4*  1776. 

Resolvedf  That  Mr.  Alsop  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
claims*  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Lewis,  wlio  is  absent,  and  Mr.  Whipple  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  desires  to  be  excused  firom  that  service. 

Resolvedf  That  in  case  of  the  absence  of  any  standing  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  claims,  the  delegates  of  the  colony  to  which  he  belongs,  be  empow- 
ered to  nominate  one  of  their  members  to  act  in  the  stead  of  the  absent  mem- 
ber, till  his  return. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  were  received  and  read,  viz. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New -York,  of  the  28th  Febmaij,  enclosins 
a  recommendation  of  eentlemen  for  field-officers  of  the  four  battalions  orderea 
to  be  raised  in  that  colony : 

Resolvedj  That  the  same  be  referred  for  consideration  till  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  from  sundry  merchants  of  Montreal,  respecting  the  Indian 
trade: 

A  resolution  of  the  committee  of  inspection  for  the  county  of  Accomac : 

Two  letters  from  brigadier-general  Wooster  of  the  11th  and  ISth  February, 
with  seven  papers  enclosed : 

Two  from  brigadier-general  Arnold,  one  of  the  1st*  and  the  other  of  the 
12th  of  February : 

Four  from  general  Schuyler*  dated  the  15th,  20th*  21st*  and  2Sd  of  the 
same  month : 

One  from  general  Lee  of  the  29th : 

One  from  tiie  convention  of  New-Hampshire,  of  the  8th: 

And  one  from  the  committee  of  safety,  of  Pennsylvania* 


trS  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS.  ITTS. 


J^J—t. 


Jiesolved,  That  the  memorial  from  the  merchftnts  of  Montreal  be  referred  to 
a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  AVilson,  Mr.  J.  Adama.  Mr.  W*  LitiagitoD,)b. 
L.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Tilghman. 

That  the  resolution  from  the  committee  of  Accomac,  be  referred  to  thccoa* 
inittee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

That  the  letters  from  major-generals  Lee  and  Scbujder,  and  from  brijidier- 
generals  Wooster  and  Arnold,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare instructions  for  the  commissioners  going  to  Canada* 

That  the  other  letters  be  referred  for  conaidenttion  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  number  and  rircin- 
stances  of  the  permits  granted  for  exporting  produce,  &c.  broaght  iatkeir  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Meaolvedj  l*hat  the  restraint  be  taken  off,  which,  br  a  rasoWe  of  theSfilktf 
last  month,  was  laid  upon  vessels  toadinff  or  loaded^  with  produce  for  Giat- 
Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  British  West-Indies,  in  consequence  of  peraiaioBi 
granted  for  arms  and  ammunition,  imported  into  these  colonies. 

Bemdvtdt  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed,  with  all  possible  expeditM, 
to  send,  under  a  guard,  ten  tons  of  powder  to  Cambridge,  for  the  aie  of  ik 
army  under  the  command  of  general  Washington. 

Tne  committee,  to  whom  the  memorial  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Northu- 
berland,  and  the  petition  from  the  inhabitants  near  Pittsburg,  were  reicrrei 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

Resolvedj  That  colonel  Beletre,  major  Longeuil,  and  captain  Lotbioise. 
three  of  the  Canadian  prisoners  who  are  at  Bristol,  in  Pennsylvania,  bep* 
mitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  to  confer  with  th^  conunittee  on  prisoBm* 

The  oi-der  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  March  5,  1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  26th  and  S7tk  of  Febnani 
with  four  papers  enclosed,  among  which  was  a  letter  from  James  Detne  ii 
general  Schuyler,  of  the  d4th  of  the  same  month,  were  received  and  reid: 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  James  Deane  be  referred  to  a  committee  if 
three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  W.  Lnrinpt*- 

The  Congress  took  into  con^deration  the  report  of  the  committee  oo  iki 
memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  Northumberland,  &c.  Whermipon, 

Jtesolved,  As  the  said  memorial  relates  merely  to  disputes  between  the  sr* 
morialists  and\  other  inhabitants  of  said  county,  and  to  complaints  tpi^ 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county,  and  as  the  common  courts  of  j«<iio^ 
ture,  and  especially  the  legislature  of  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  are  alto^ 
ther  competent  for  remedying  the  grievances  complained  o^  thatthe^ 
memorial  with  the  papers  therewith  delivered,  be  transmitted  to  the  uum! 
of  said  colony. 

The  Corigress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  tiB 
into  consideration  the  letter  from  general  Washington  of  the  14th  of  Febroinf 
and  the  papers  enclosed,  and  after  some  time  the  president  resumed  tbecbtff' 
and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideraQ^'!' 
the  letter  and  papers  to  them  referred,  but  have  come  to  no  resolution  tbereoi' 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  so  far  as  it  has  not  t»<< 
considered  by  the  committee  of  ,the  whole,  be  referred  to  the  comnittee  ^ 
vhom  his  other  letters  of  the  24tli  and  dOth  of  January  were  referred^ 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


JOUSNALS  OP  CONGRESS,  17/6.  STft 


WBDNBSDAY.  Mard^  6, 1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington,  of  the  26th  of  February,  was  read : 
Resolveit  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  his  other  letters  are 
referred. 

A  letter  from  J.  Palmer,  enclosing  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  general 
assembljof  Massachusetts-Bay,  respecting;  lead,  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointea  on  the  Slst  of  July  last,  to  e^auire 
in  all  the  colonies  after  virgin  lead,  leaden-ore,  and  die  best  method  of  collect- 
ing, smelting  and  refining  it,  and  also  the  cheapest  and  easiest  methods  of 
making  salt  m  these  colonies,  be  discharged,  and  that  the  business  of  the  said 
committee  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  2dd  of  February  last, 
to  consider  of  fardier  ways  and  means  of  promoting  and  encouraging  the  ma- 
nufacture of  salt-petre,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  J.  Palmer^  with  the  enclosed  report,  be  referred 
to  the  last  mentioned  committee. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington,  dated  l^h  and  21st  of  February  last, 
enclosing  the  proceedings  of  a  council  of  war,  was  read : 

Resolved^  Tnat  brigadier-general  Thomas  be  appointed  to  command  the 
forces  in  Canada,  and  that  general  Washington  be  directed  to  order  him  im- 
mediately to  repair  to  that  province. 

Betobsedy  That  brigadier-general  Thomas  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  major- 
general,  and  that  a  commission  be  sent  to  him  accordingly. 

Ordtred^  That  the  president  acquaint  general  Washington  by  express,  of 
this  arrangement. 
ResolMi,  As  sundry  members  of  the  marine  committee  are  absent,  that  their 

II aces  be  supplied  by  Mr.  Huntington,  for  Connecticut,  Mr.  Sergeant,  for  New- 
ersey,  Mr.  Harrison,  for  Virginia,  and  Mr.  B.  Rutledge,  for  South -Carolina. 
Resnlvti^  'i*hat  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  send  five  tons  of  powder 
to  New-York  for  the  use  of  the  continental  troops  there,  and  five  tons  of  powder 
to  the  southern  department  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  said  department. 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to.  return  to  the  colony  of  Maryland 
Aie  powder  borrowed  \>y  Mr.  Harrison,  and  to  the  colonv  of  New-York,  and 
to  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  the  powder  borrowed  of  them : 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  delegates  of  the  Dela- 
ware government,  one  ton  of  powder,  for  which  thev  are  to  be  accountable, 
ind  to  the  delegates  of  New -Jersey,  one  ton  of  powder,  for  which  that  colony 
s  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  president  inform  general  Schuyler,  that  the  Congress 
udge  it  necessary  he  should  remain  at  Albany  to  make  the  proper  arraneements 
especting  the  army  destined  for  Canada,  and  therefore  that  he  establish  his 
ead  quarters  at  Albany  until  farther  orders. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Bullet,  esq.  be  appointed  deputy  adjutant-general 
1  the  southern  department,  with  the  rank  of  ueutenant-colonel. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colonel 
VsLjne  the  arms  in  their  possession,  for  the  use  of  his  battalion,  retaining 
>  manj  as  will  be  necessary  for  the  guard  that  is  to  attend  the  powder  to 
atnbridge. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 
Adjoamed  to  ten  o'clock  'to-mdlrow. 

THUBSDAY,  JUbrch  7,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington  of  the  29th  of  February,  and  a  letter 

>m    general  Schuyler,  of  the  2Sd  of  the  same  month,  were  received  and 

ad. 

Meaolved,  That  an  orderfor  one  hundred  thousand,  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 

•asurers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Connecticut,  in  part  of  the  money 

vanced  by  said  colony,  on  account  of  the  continent ;  and  that  the  said  colo- 
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pj  be  desired  to  send  forward  their  accountSy  witk  proper  ¥oachen,  in  oricr 
for  liquidation  and  payment. 

The  Congress  being  informed,  that  Isaac  Melchior*  on  theeTening  of  Sitir- 
day  last,  treated  the  president  of  this  Congress  with  great  mdeness,  and  lude 
use  of  seYeral  disrespectful  and  contemptuous  expreasiona  toward  himud 
this  Congress, 

Ordertdf  Th^t  the  said  Isaac  Melchior  attend  the  Congress  toHDociow  nor- 
ning  at  eleyen  o'clock,  to  answer  for  his  conduct 

Resolved,  That  Edward  Hand,  esq.be  promoted  to  be  colonel  of  thetetU* 
lion  of  riflemen  in  the  army  at  Cambridge,  and  James  Chambers,  eiq.  to  be 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  same. 

That  William  Winds,  esq.  be  promoted  to  be  colonel  of  the  first  New-Jcrsej 
liattalion,  and  that  Matthias  Ogden,  esq.  be  appointed  lieutenant-colonel  tfthe 

tame. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  qualifications  be  directed  to  sojipljiheim 
and  third  New-Jersey  battalions  witn  proper  medicine-chests  and  mstnuDeots. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling,  with  afiiaavits,  relative  to  the  captnre  of  dx 
Amboy  packet-boat,  was  laidlbefore  Congress  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  get* 
cral  Washington  were  referred. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  Nev 
Hampshire  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Hall  and  Sellers,  for  printing  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  (hesBBi/ 
17S5A  dollars ! 

To  Frederick  Becking,  for  102  reams  of  paper  for  the  continental  bill>^ 
credit,  the  sum  of  707 A  dollars : 

To  the  estate  of  David  Hall,  deceased,  for  stationary  for  the  service  i^ 
Congress,  the  sum  of  50.6  dollars : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  twenty  cords  of  wood,  the  sum  of  eiiri&ty  dollars: 

To  Wallore  Meog,  for  canteen  straps,  the  sum  of  84.3  dofiars: 

To  Jared  Tracey,  for  carrying  money  from  Philadelphia  to  Cambndp,tlit 
sum  of  36  dollars*  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Josiah  Bartlett,es^ 

To  sundries,  on  certificates  for' provisions  furnished  several  rifle  conpou^ 
the  sum  of  35.3  dollars,  and  that  tlie  sameou|j|ht  to  be  paid  to  John  Al8op,e9^ 

To  Thomas  Apty,  for  boarding  several  prisoners  t^ken  from  on  board  t^ 
Rebecca  and  Ann,  the  sum  of  54.7  dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  wagonage,  the  sum  of  637.7  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electingthe  field  oflScers  foribe(& 
battalions  ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  colony  of  New- York,  for  the  defence  t^ 
the  said  colony. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 
;  Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

,  FRIDAY,  ^arcft  8,   1776. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  tiie  Congress  proceeded  to  ike  decti^ 
of  field-H>fficers  of  the  fiour  battalions,  ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  coloaj^ 
New-York,  for  the  defence  of  the  said  colony,  and  the  iMllots  being  takea,^ 
following  eentleroen  were  chosen : 

Alezanaer  M'Dougal,  esq.  colonel,  Herman  Zedwitx,  esq.  lieutenant<oki8<^ 
Joseph  Benedict,  esq.  major  of  the  first  battalion.  , 

James  Clinton,  esq.  colonel,  Henry  B.  Livingston,  esq.  lieutenant-coltf^* 
Peter  P.  Schuvler,  esa.  major  of  the  second  battalion.  . . 

Frederick  wiesenfels,  lieutenant  colonel,  John  Fiaher,  esq.  muor  of  tk^  ^ 
battalion.  ^ 
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Cornelius  D.  W jncoop»  esq.  colonel,  Philip  Courtlandt,  esq.  lieatenant  colo- 
nel, John  Nicholson,  escj,  mi^or  of  the  fourth  twttalion. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  Mr.  Melchior  was  attending  agreeable  tQ 
the  orders  of  yesterday: 

Ordered,  Tnat  be  be  called  in. 

Mr.  Melchior  appearing,  the  particulars  of  the  charee  were  repeated  to  hiin» 
and  on  his  assuring  the  house  of  liis  not  rememberingTiis  havinff  behaved  with 
the  disrespect  mentioned,  owing  to  the  particular  circumstances  ne  happened  to 
be  under,  and  asking  pardon  of  the  Congress  and  president  for  his  mdecent 
behaviour. 

Ordered,  That  in  consideration  of  Mr.  Melchior's  former  services^  and  hi^ 
present  concessions,  he  be  dismissed  from  farther  attendance. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  maior-general  Schuyler^briji^adier- 
general  Wooster,  and  brigadier-general  Arnold  were  referred,  bron^t  in  their 
report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  to  go  to  Canada,  be  desired  t^ 
enquire  into  the  cause  of  the  imprisonment  of  the  officers  of  militia,  in  that 
country  and  others,  and  take  such  measures  in  concert  with  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  continental  forces  there,  for  their  enlaisement  or  confinement, 
as  are  consistent  with  the  principles  of  justice,  and  the  safety  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

That  the  provisions  made  by  general  Lee  and  general  Schnyler  to  supply  the 
army  in  Canada  with  pork,  the  direction  given  by  general  Lee  to  have  wheajt 
around  into  fl9ur  for  their  use,  and  his  contract  witn  tne  company  of  cfumnters^ 
be  approved ;  and  that  Mr  Peter  Zabriskie,  of  ,I{ackinsack,oe  employed  to 
transport  the  pork,  to  be  procured  in  New-Jersey,  to  Hudson's  river,  according 
to  general  Scnuyler's  desire. 

That  when  the  articles  specified,  in  the  rations  allowed  to  the  prisoners  of 
war,  cannot  be  procured,  the  perscms  who  supply  them  with  other  provisioM* 
be  entitled  to  ei^ht  pence,  New-York  currency*  or  one-twelfth  of  i^  dolUur  per 
day  for  every  prisoner : 

That  Indians  be  not  employed  as  soldiers  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
Colonies,  before  llie  tribes  to  which  they  belong  shall,  in  a  national  co>ttnci^ 
held  in  the  customary  manner*  have  consented  thereunto*,  nor  thoBt  without 
excess  approbation  oi  Confess. 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  provide  such  a  number  of  batteaus  for 
the  service  in  Canada,  as  shall  be  sufficient  for  it. 

That  general  Schuyler  be  desired  to  pOrchase  the  cloth,  which  Mr.  Heni]^ 
of  Albany,  hath  for  tents. 

That  the  committee  of  inspection  and  observation  for  the  city  and  libertias  nf 
Philadel[rfiia,  be  desired  to  collect  all  the  gold  and  silver  coin  they  can*  to  bo 
exchanged  for  continental  bills  of  credit,  ror  tiie  service  of  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  and  report  the 
best  ways  and  means  of  supplying  the  army  in  Canada  with  provisiona  emt 
necessanes : 

llie  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Wolcott,  and  Mr.  L.  Morris. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars,  be  drawn  on  the  treasttrerSt  in 
favor  of  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the  making  of  mutketSi  tiie 
aaid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Ha^n,  of  the  ISth  of  February  last,  enclosing  an  ac- 
count and  estimate  of  the  losses  he  has  sustained,  was  received  and  read  t 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams^  who  are  directed  to  examine  the  said  account,  and 
report  upon  the  several  articles. 

A  letter  from  gov^nor  Trumbull,  of  the  Sd,  and  a  IcMier^PiBi  general  Lee* 
of  the  5th,  being  received,  were  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
Vol.  I.  36 
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SATURDAY,  Mardi  9,  1776. 

Eesolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Washington,  desiring  him  to 
send  captain  Conner,  of  the  rifle  battalion,  to  Philadelphia,  the  Congress  hm^ 
occasion  to  employ  him  in  the  southern  department. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  the  commiasionen  p- 
ing  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  drauaht  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  &r  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Stephen  Decatur,  master  of  the  schooner  L'Espe- 
rence,  and  one  from  John  Baptisto  Hugonence,  master  of  the  Tartar  Af 
Marc  Anthony,  were  presented  to  Congress  and  read,  praying  leave  to  export 
certain  species  of  produce,  on  conditions  specified  in  their  petitions* 

Mesolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  said  petitions  be  granted. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  considcn6« 
the  state  of  the  colonies  in  the  southern  department: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Seigont, 
and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  and  authorized  to sga 
and  number  the  bills  of  credit  of  four  millions  of  dollars,  now  emitting,  tiz: 

Samuel  Morris,  John  Kaighn,  Nicholas  Garrison,  Joseph  Watkins,  Antiwnj 
Morris,  Frederick  Kuhl,  Matthew  Clarkson,  John  Ord.  William  Webb,  to 
HazleKurst,  Thomas  Morris,  Mordecai  Lewis,  Cornelius  Barnes,  JoMthanB. 
•Smith,  Robert  Tuckniss,  Thomas  Coombe,  Daniel  Clvmer,  Georgjc  CampWl. 
Joseph  Parker,  Robert  Evans,  Adam  Hubley,  Joel  £vans,  John  Mease,' 
•Purviance,  Robert  Hazlehurst,  Walter  Shee,  Joseph  Redman,  Phineas ' 
William  Masters,  John  Salter,  John  Howard,  Thomas  Leech,  Thomas 
Philip  Kinsey,  Robert  Roberts,  Isaac  Howell,  James  Milligan,  Tench  Tilghsa 
Joseph  Bullock,' David  Duncan,  John  Shaw,  jun.  James  Thompson,  BeRJu^ 
Brannan;  Samuel  Sellers,  Isaac  Pearson,  John  Sellers,  Benjamin  Jacobs,  \m 
Wheelen,  Josiah  Hewes,  Andrew  Tvbout,  George  Dou^as,  Peter  Stfctcii, 
Samuel  C.  Morris,  Samuel  Hille^,  Kathan  Sellers,  George  Gray,  janJuDfi 
Ash,  Samuel  Massey,  John  Williams,  and  William  Coates. 

Reaohedf  That  before  the  sixers  enter  upon  their  office,  thev  shall  resj^ 
tively  take  an  oatii  or  affirmation  before  any  magistrate,  which  shall  be  nl^ 


irith  the  committee  of  the  treasury,  to  the  following  effect;  that  they  shall  wi 
and  truly  sign  and  number  all  the  bilU  to  be  delivered  to  them  by  theinspec' 
tors  of  tne  press  appointed  by  the  Confess,  and  the  same  so  sie;nedaDdniiO' 
bered,  shall  deliver,  or  Cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  continentartreasurers,' 
one  of  them. 

And,  for  avoiding  the  dangers  from  fire,  robbery,  or  neeli^nce,  ^ 

Resohfidj  That  vie  inspectors  of  the  press  shaii  not  deliver  to  '^''T.^^'^ 
signers  more  than  two  parcels  of  two  hundred  sheets  each,  to  be  in  their  bune 
at  any  one  time.  .  . 

BMlved,  That  no  oath  by  way  of  test  be  imposed  ujpon,  exacted,  or  require" 
^  ukj  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies,  by  any  military  officers. 

Resolved,  That  the^aecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  one  ton  of  pov 
der  to  the  delegates  •f  Maryland,  for  the  nublic  service  in  that  colonjr. 

The  several  matter^  to  this  day  referrea,  being  postponed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

MONDAY,  Jtfcrc^  11, 1776. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling,  of  the  8th,,enclosinfi;  three  papers ;  and 
^  A  letter  of  the  convention  of  New- York,  of  the  Tth,  enclosing  an  appljcjj 
tion  from  Patrick  Sinclair*  a  prisoner,  for  leave  to  return  to  Europe,  yitttii^ 
before  Congress  and  read.  .,  t 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  letter  finom  the  convestioB<H 
New-York,  and  the  appUcation  of  P.  Sinclair* 


^ 
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Resolved f  That  Patrick  Sinclair  be  allowed  to  return  to  Europe. 

Resolvedf  That  an  order  for  £,^00  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Shermany  to  enable  them  to  paj  for  the  shoes 
purchased  by  them  for  the  northern  army* 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  gen.  Lee, 
respecting  the  ways  and  means  of  defending  New- York. 

The  members  cnosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  ouey 

To  Benjamin  Town,  for  789  canteens,  the  sum  of  341.9  dollars.       v 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid.. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  oh  qualifications  be  directed  to  provide  six 
medicine-chests  tor  the  six  Virginia  battalions. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  instructions  to  the  commissioners 
going  to  Cicada,  and  having  spent  some  time  thereon, 

B^lved,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  March  12, 1776. 

Resolved,  That  an.  order  forl20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in 
favor  of  James  Mease,  commissary,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Edmund  Custis,  and  a  letter  from  the  committees  of  Acco- 
mac  and  Northampton,  were  presented  to  Congress  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

A  letter  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Westmoreland,  of  the  6th  instant,  was 
read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Hall  Jackson,  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  instructions  to  the  com- 
missioners going  to  Canada,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  oe  postponed  till  to-morrow.' 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  colonel  Moses  Hazen,  and  the  report 
of  persons  appointed  to  state  the  account  of  losses  and  damages  sustained  by 
him  in  Canada,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  reporti  which  was  read  as  foI< 
lows: 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  loss  and  damage  sustained  by  colonel 
Hazen  in  Canada,  have  not  been  estimated  with  sufficient  accuracy ;  that 
9ome  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  inventory  are  presumed  to  be.  over-rat- 
ed, the  quantities  of  several  other  sreducible  to  exactness  in  number,  weidit, 
or  measure,  are  not  ascertained,  and  the  reasons  for  the  knowledge  or  belief  of 
any  of  them  by  the  witnesses  are  not  explicit  enough  in  their  examinations ; 
that,  although  the  erain,  grass  and  hay  mentioned  in  the  account  are  admitted 
bj  colonel  Hazen,  m  his  letter,  to  have  been  partly  destroyed  by  the  ministerial 
troops,  the  whole  value  is  extended ;  that  the  estimate  of  crops  are  so  general,  it 
cannot  be  discovered  by  what  rule  thev  were  formed,  or  to  what  standard  ad- 
justed; that  the  damage  done  to  the  dwelling-house,  stone-house,  out-houses, 
barn,  and  farms,  are  not  particularized  or  specified ;  that  a  considerable  part  of 
ivhat  a  reimbursement  is  claimed  for,  is  household  furniture,  wearing  apparel, 
tools,  utensils,  cables,  and  anchors,  suggested  to  have  been  plundered  by  the 
troops  of  the  tTnited  Colonies,  and  Canadians  who  joined  them ;  and  your  com- 
mittee believe  that  no  reparation  of  the  like  kind  hath  yet  been  made  by  Con- 
fess ;  and  that  the  profit  which  might  have  been  made  of  the  mills  and  houses, 
if  the  owner  had  not  neen  deprived  of  the  use  of  them,  being  merely  contingent 
and  conjectural)  are  such  as  haye  not  usually  been  made  good  in  similar  cases  i 
Wbereupoui 
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Eesolvtd,  That  the  commis^ionen  who  are  going  to  Camula  be  desired  tt 
appoint  proper  persons  to  examine,  state  and  settle  an  account  of  the  loss  and 
damage  colonel  Haien  hath  sustained  in  his  property  and  possessions  in  €s- 
nada,D7  the  forces  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  report  the  same,  with  an?  spe- 
cial matters  tiiey  may  think  fit,  to  Congress ;  annexing  to  their  report  the  ei- 
timates,  examinations  of  the  witnesses,  and  other  papers  relative  thereto : 

Resolved,  That  if  any  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  field  officers  in  the  (w 
battalions  raising  in  New-York,  for  the  defence  of  that  colony,  are  provided  for 
in  Canada,  they  ne  directed  to  continue  there,  exercising  the  offices  to  whicb 
they  are  appointed,  and  that  others  be  elected  in  their  room,  in  the  fear  bat- 
tdions  aforesaid ;  and  tiiat  such  of  them  as  are  not  provided  for  in  Canada,  be 
directed  immediately  to  repair  to  their  respective  battalions. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

WEDNESDAY,  March  IS,  1776. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Essex,  in  New-Jersej,  of  the  Tth,  and  a  let- 
ter from  captain  J.  Macpherson,  of  the  12th,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and 
read: 

Jissoli^,  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  hwm 
of  Samuel  Fairlamb,  contractor  for  suppplying  colonel  Wayne's  baCtate 
with  rations,  Le  to  be  accountable. 

Resohed,  That  the  bills  drawn  by  the  treasurers  of  North-Carolinm,  for  Ac 
Use  of  the  continental  troops  in  that  colony,  be  paid. 

Kaolvei,  That  die  secret  committee  be  directed  to  suppljr  the  coIodj  ef 
Maryland  with  dOO  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  the  innabitants  of  Cool 
county. 

Muolved,  lliat  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  enquire  and  report 
the  best  ways  and  means  of  raising  the  necessary  supplies  to  defray  the  ex- 
flenses  of  the  war  for  the  present  year,  over  and  above  the  emission  of  bills  d 
credit. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Cenr. 
Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  sundries,  for  expenses  incurred  at  the  oration  in  memory  of  genera! 
Montgomery,  the  sum  of  94.3  dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to 
Dn  Franklin. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  from  the  Indian  traders  at  Montml 
tras  referred,  brousht  in  their  re^rt. 

The  Congress  &en  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  memorial  from  the  merchants,  traders,  and  otiiers,  is- 
habitants  of  Philadelphia,  die  memorial  of  Edmund  Custis,  the  letters  froa 
the  committees  of  Accomacand  Northampton,  the  letters  from  general  Wa^- 
ington,  and  the  state  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after  some  time, 
the  president  resumed  the  ch^r,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  consideration  the  matters  referrea  to  them,  but  not  havisj 
come  to  any  resolution,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 
'  itesolvea.  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  matters  heretofore 
referred  to  them. 

Mr.  W.  Livingston  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolution  for  appointiog 
A  fast,  which  was  granted. 

Resolved,^  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  purchase  the  armed 
teasel  now  in  ^  river  Delaware,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  continent^  and  that  her  destination  be  left  to  the  said  committee. 
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Be9olved9  That  the  expenses  of  the  horses  of  aids-de-camp,  when  travel- 
ng  in  the  public  service,  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  United  Colonies. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Mireh  14,  1776. 

Th^  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  general  Lee  respecting  the  defence 
f  New-York,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Besolvtdf  That  eight  thousand  men  be  ordered  for  the  defence  of  the  colony 
►f  New-York. 

Besolved^  That  orders  issue  to  colonel  Irvine,*  colonel  Shoe,  and  coldnel 
tfagaw,  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops,  and  to  colonel  Dajton  of  the  New-Jer- 
ey  troops,  to  march  immediately,  with  their  respective  battalions,  to  New- 
fork,  and  to  put  themselves,  under  the  direction  of  the  commanding  officer 
:here. 

A  letter  fiom  general  Prescot  of  the  14th,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and 
read: 

Mesolvedj  That  the  committee  on  prisoners  be  directed  to  confer  with  gen. 
Prescot  on  the  subject  of  liis  letter,  and  report  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  tne  several  assemblies,  conventions, 
ind  committees  or  councils  of  safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  immediately  to 
:ause  all  persons  to  be  disarmed  within  their  respective  colonies,  who  are  no- 
toriously aisaffected  to  the  cause  of  America,  or  who  have  not  associated,  and 
^hall  reiiise  to  associate,  to  defend,  by  arms,  these  United  Colonies,  against  the 
hostile  attempts  of  the  British  fleets  and  armies ;  and'to  apply  the  arms  taken 
from  such  persons  in  each  respective  colony,  in  the  first  place  to  the  armine; 
:he  continental  troops  raised  in  -said  colony ;  in  the  next,  to  the  arming  such 
iroops  as  are  raised  by  the  colony  for  its  own  defence,  and  the  residue  to  be 
i.pf)lied  to  the  arming  uie  associators ;  that  the  arms  when  taken  be  appraised 
ly  indifferent  persons,  and  such  as  are  applied  to  the  arming  the  continental 
roops,  be  paid  for  by  the  Congress,  and  the  residue  by  the  respective  assem- 
»ii«s,  conventions,  or  councils,  or  committees  of  safety : 

4)rdend,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  transmitted  by  the  de- 
egates  of  each  colony,  to  their  respective  assemblies,  conventions,  or  councils, 
>r  committees  of  safety. 

Tlie  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  William  Hencher,  for  wagon-hire,  in  conveying  captain  Stevenson's 
Nigga^,  ficc  to  Cambridge,  the  sum  of  58.3  dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to 
tie  paid  to  Aloses  Hunter. 

« To  Rachel  Stille,  for  boarding  several  officers,  prisoners,  to  the  8th  of  March 
instant,  the  sum  of  224.7  dollars. 

To  Joseph  Fineur,  for  five  hundred  and  eleven  tin  cartridge  boxes,  the  sum 
af  221. 4  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  Above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  matters  to  this  day  .referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Mirch  15, 1776. 

Sundry  letters  beinjr  received,  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Washington  of  the  7th,  with  two  papers  enclosed,  with  a 
number  of  intercepted  letters ;  two  from  lord  Sterling,  dated  the  12th  and 
13th  ;  one  from  lieutenant-colonel  Allen  of  the  13th ;  one  from  the  conven- 
tion of  New- York;  and  one  from  general  Schuyler  of  tiie  6th. 

Hesohed,  That  the  expenses  of  the  horses  oi  general  officers,  when  travel- 
ling  in  the  service  of  the  continent,  be  defrayed  by  the  United  Colonies. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Franklin,  call  on  general  Lee,  and 
direct  him  immediately  to  repair  to  tiie  soutfaem  department,  and  take  the 
command  of  the  forces  tiiere. 
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.  HesoLved,  That  four  muskets  and  bayonets  be  lent  to  the  delegates  of  Tv- 
ginia,  fur  the  use  of  the  guards  that  accompany  the  powder  sent  to  tk 
colony. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  tike  i&ti 
consideration  the  state  of  New- York,  and,  after  some  time,  the  praident  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  coneli 
certain  resolutions,  which  they  directed  him  to  lay  before  Congress;  wbid 
being  done. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Nelson,  with  his  rifle  company,  be  directed  immedi- 
ately to  repair  to  New- York. 

.  Besolvea^  That  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  the  conventions  or  cococils,  or 
committees  of  safety  of  New -York  and  New- Jersey,  be  rec[uested  to  hold  their 
militia  in  readiness  to  march  in  such  numbers,  and  at  such  times,  for  Ik  debce 
of  New-York,  as  the  continental  commander  at  New- York,  shall  desire,  lod 
that  the  pay  of  the  militias  called  to  the  defence  of  New- York,  be  the  sine  e 
that  of  tne  continental  troops  raised  and  employed  in  the  middle  departmen!, 
to  commence  from  the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

Resolved^  That  lord  Sterling  be  directed  to  order  the  troops  destined  Ir 
Canada  to  proceed  on  their  march,  agreeable  to  their  former  oraerB. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  March  16,  1776. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling  of  the  14th,  enclosing  a  copy  of  general  oden 
for  tlie  defence  of  New- York,  was  laid  before  Conj^ress,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  writteil  to  lord  Sterlms;,  directing  him  imsedi- 
ately  to  send  forward  the  powder  destined  for  Cambridge,  unless  he  hii  I^ 
ceived  express  advice  from  general  Washington,  that  uie  enemy's  fleet  d 
army  have  sailed  out  of  the  harbour  of  Boston. 

Resolvedt  That  the  account  of  Mr.  Price,  of  Canada,  be  referred  to  the  coo* 
mittee  of  claims. 

A  petition  from  Coquataginta  or  captain  White-Eyes,  was  presented  tt 
Congress  and  read : 

Reived,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Duncan  Campbell,  a  prisoner  at  Lancasler,  be  per- 
mitted to  come  to  Philadelphia  to  meet  his  wife  and  children,  and  there  mid< 
till  further  orders. 

Mr.  W.  Livingston,  pursuant  to  leave  granted,  brou^t  in  a  resolution «f 
appointing  a  fast,  which  being  taken  into  consideration,  was  agreed  tot) 
follows:  ^  . 

In  times  of  impending  calamity  and  distress ;  when  the  liberties  of  Aioen- 
ca  are  imminently  endangered  by  the  secret  ihachinations  and  open  assaults  o^ 
an  insidious  and  vindictive  administration,  it  becomes  the  indispensable  (li||! 
of  these  hitherto  free  and  liappy  colonies,  with  true  penitence  of  heart,  aDdtiK 
roost  reverent  devotion,  publicly  to  acknowledge  the  over-ruling  provide8c< 
of  God ;  to  confess  and  deplore  our  offences  agmst  him ;  and  to  supplicate  bi| 
interposition  for  averting  tne  threatened  danger,  and  prospering  our  streniM^ 
efforts  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  virtue,  and  posterity. 

The  Congress,  therefore,  considering  the  war-like  preparations  of  tbcBnt^ 
ministry  to  subvert  our  invaluable  ri^its  and  privileges,  and  to  reduce  «-«v7 
fire  ana  sword,  by  the  savages  of  the  wilderness,  and  our  own  domesticsi  ts 
the  most  abject  and  ignominious  bondage :  Desirous,  at  the  same  time,  to  b<|f 
people  of  all/anks  and  degrees  duly  impressed  with  a  solemn  sense  of  G»} 
superintenditig  providence,  and  of  their  duty,  devoutly  to  rely,  in  ^^  y| 
lawful  enterprizes,  on  his  aid  and  direction,  do  earnestly  recommend,  tb^ 
Friday,  the  17th  day  of  May  next,  be  observed  by  tiie  said  colpaiw  as  ad»y  w 
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homiliatioiiy  fastins,  and  |Ktijer ;  that  we  may,  with  united  hearts,  confess  and 
bewail  our  manifold  sins  and  transressions,  and,  by  a  sincere  repentance  and 
amendment  of  life,  appease  his  ri^teous  displeasure,  and,  through  the  merits 
and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  obtain  his  pardon  and  forgiveness ;  humbly  im^ 
ploring  his  assistance  to  frustrate  the  cruei  purposes  of  our  unnatural  enemies ; 
and  by  inclining  their  hearts  to  justice  and  benevolence,  prevent  the  further 
effusion  of  kindred  blood.  But  if,  continuing  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reason  and 
humanity,  and  inflexibly  bent  on  desolation  and  war,  they  constrain  us  to  re- 
pel tiieir  hostile  invasions  by  open  resistance,  that  it  may 'please  the  Lord  of 
Hosts,  the  God  of  Annies,  to  animate  our  officers  and  soldiers  with  invincible 
ftrtttade,  to  guard  and  protect-  them  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  to  crown  the 
continental  arms,  by  sea  and  land,  with  victory  and  success :  Eamestlv  be- 
seeching him  to  bless  our  civil  rulerSj  and  the  representatives  of  the  people,  in 
their  several  assemblies  and  conventions ;  to  preserve  and  strengthen  their 
anion*  to  inspire  them  with  an  ardent,  disinterested  love  of  their  country ;  to 
give  wisdom  and  stability  to  their  councils ;  and  direct  them  to  the  most  effica- 
cious measures  for  establishing  the  rights  of  America  on  the  most  honorable 
and  permanent  basis — ^that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  bless  all  his  peo- 
ple in  these  colonies  with  health  and  plentv,  and  grant  that  a  spirit  of  incor- 
ruptible patriotism,  and  of  pure  undefiled  religion,  may  universal! v  prevail ;  and 
this  continent  be  speedily  restored  to  the  blessings  of  peace  and  liberty,  and 
enabled  to  transmit  them  inviolate  to  the  latest  posteritv.  And  it  is  recom- 
mended to  Christians  of  all  denominations,  to  assemble  for  public  worship^ 
and  abstain  from  servile  labour  on  the  said  day. 

Besolvedt  That  another  brigadier-general  he  appointed  in  the  continental 
armv. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined« 

The  huron  de  Woedtke  was  elected. 

Bttolvedt  That  Frederick  William,  baron  de  Woedtke,  appointed  brigadier 
general  in  tiie  army  of  the  United  Colonies,  be  ordered  immediately  to  repair  to 
New- York,  there  to  remain  until  the  commissioners  appointed  to  go  into  Cana- 
da shall  reach  that  colony :  and  that  he  be  directed  to  jom  and  accompany  them 
into  Canada,  mid  there  serve  under  the  command  oi  the  continental  troops  in 
that  province. 

Resolved^  That  Carpenter  Wharton  continue,  agreeable  to  his  contract,  to 
supi^y  with  rations  the  Pennsylvania  battalions  serving  in  New- York. 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Blewer  and  Daniel  Robinson  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress, and  read : 

Mesfolvedj  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Concrcss. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  3ommittee  pf  the  whole,  to  take  in- 
to their  further  consideration  the  memorial  from  the  merchants,  traders,  and 
others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  memorial  from  Edmund  Custis,  the  let- 
ters from  the  committees  of  Accomac  and  Northampton,  and  the  petitbn  from 
Joseph  Blewer  and  Daniel  Robinson,  &c.  and  after  some  time  the  president  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr^  Harrison  reported,  tiiat  the  committee  have  had  un- 
der consideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Bisolved^  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jifarch  18, 1776. 

Besolvedf  That  the  treasurers  be  directed  to  lay  on  the  table  an  account  of 
the  siver  and  gold -coin  in  the  treasury.  / 

Begolved,  'Diat  Monsieur  Arundel  be  directed  to  repair  to  the  southern  de- 
partment, and  put  himself  under  the  command  of  general  Lee;  and  thatge- 
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neral  Lee»  if  he  find  him  capable*  be  directed  to  employ  hun  m  die  irtillcij  w 
vice. 

Kesolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  tfaetretnireniBb- 
▼or  of  Mr.  James  Mease,  to  be  applied  to  the  procuring  necessaries,  and  te  tit 
payment  of  the  subsistence  of  the  PennsylTanw  battalions ;  and  that  thec4 
nies  be  directed  to  account  with  Mr.  Mease  for  the  several  sums  adrandi 
them. 

TheConeress  then  resoWed  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  teiikeft 
to  their  fardier  consideration  the  memorial  from  tiie  merchants,  \nikaM 
others,  inhabitants  of  niiladelphia,  the  memorial  of  Edmund  Casta,  tteletten 
from  the  committer  of  Accomac  and  Northam})tiMi»  and  the  petitimtf  JoieiA 
Blewer  and  Daniel  Robinson,  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  naiaed  tiie 
chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  cwden- 
tion  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  sundry  resdntiiiSjW 
that  not  having  concluded,  they  de8ii:ed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  apm* 

Mr.  Henry,  not  havine  accepted  the  commission  of  colonel,  the  Coomipf 
eeeded  to  the  election  of  a  colonel  for  the  irst  Vii^ia  battelioa,aiidtkeU- 
lots  being  taken, 

William  Christian,  esq.  formerly  lieutenant-colonel  in  said  battaliooj  ni 
elected  colonel :  and, 

Frfincis  Bppes,  esq.  formerlv  major,  waa  elected  lietttenant-oolonel;iit 

John  Green,  esq.  was  elected  mMor. 

Be$olved$  That  this  Congress  wiU,  to-morrow,  a^in  resolve  itself  into  ic» 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration  the  matters  nM 
to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  March  19,  i776. 

Resolved,  That  Monsieur  Dohicky  Arundel  be  appointed  a  captaiBerBft* 
ry  in  the  continental  service. 

That  ^^eral  Lee  be  directed  to  set  on  foot  the  raising  a  company  ofirtil^ 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  saietyofTiif 
nia,  to  appoint  the  other  officers  of  the  said  company  of  artillery. 

A  letter  of  the  15th,  from  col.  Dayton,  was  laid  before  Congre8a,aBdits 

Besolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  procuring  musketSi 

A  letter  of  the  17th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  was  laid  beftit 
Congress,  and  read :  Whereupon, 

Resolvtdt  That  captein  Woolverton,  with  his  company,  be  taken  iptvtit 
service  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  repair,  withliisciie^^ 
pany,  as  soon  as  properly  armed  and  accoutred,  to  New-York^  and  put  ^ 
under  the  commanding  officer  there ;  and  that  the  pay  of  captain  Woolvertr 
company  commence  from  the  time  they  are  proviaed  with  anns  and  accon^ 
ments. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Beletre,  a  Canadian  prisoner,  and  sundry  letteif  ^ 
Cameron  and  Smith,  were  read : 

Resolved^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prisoners. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  supply  captain  Ba?* 
of  the  brig  Lexington,  with  one  ton  of  powder. 

OrderM^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  state  and  siJ^ 
of  the  prisoners  at  Trenton,  report  thereon  as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  250,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  pay-master  ^eoei^ 
for  the  use  of  th^army  under  the  immediate  command  of  general  Wasbifi^. 

That  the  sum  of  50,000  dollars  be  sent  to  general  Schuyler,  for  theBse» 
the  army  under  his  command. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions,  &c.  to  the  commissi^!^ 
going  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  draught  of  farther  instructions,  and  of  a  codbi^' 
aion,  which  was  read. 
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The  Congress  then  re'solted  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  their  farther  consideration  the  memorial  from  the  liierchants,  traders,  and 
others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  memorial  fVom  Edmund  Custis,  the 
letters  from  the  committees  of  Accomac  and  Northampton,  and  the  petition  6f 
Joseph  Blewer  and  Daniel  Robinsofi,  and»  after  some  time,  the  p^esident  r^- 
Mimed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  hwi 
under  consideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  snndi^ 
resolutioos,  which  they  directed  him  to  lay  before  Congress : 

The  report  of  the  committee  beine  reaa, 

Mesalved,  That  a  committee  of  tnree  be  appointed  to  draw  a  declaraticm 
pursuant  to  said  repott,  and  lar  the  same  before  Conmss : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Jaj,'and  Mr.  Wilson. 

Mesolvedt  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  said  committee,  to  receive  and  insert  a 
•laase  or  clauses,  that  «  all  seamen  and  mariners  on  board  of  merchant-shi^ 
and  vessels,  taken  and  condemned  as  prices,  shall  be  entitled  to  tiieir  pay,  nt- 
•onling  to  the  terms  of  their  contracts,  until  the  time  of  condemnation.^ 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  and  qneries  of  Mr.  Mease,  were  referred^ 
brought  in  their  report,  ^hich  was  read: 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  Whipple  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  commit- 
tee, and  of  the  committee  for  receiving  the  applications  and  examining  the 
qualifications  of  gentlemen  applying  for  offices  m  the  continental  service. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Washington,  dated  the  14th 
and  26th  of  February  last,  and  the  letter  from  lord  Sterling,  of  the  25th  bf 
iame  month,  were  referred,  brou^t  in  their  report,  which  was  read;  and  tlie 
same  being  taken  into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  the  first  part  thereof  be  re-committed. 

Besolvedj  That  the  value  of  the  passage  boat,  York,  be  made  good  to  Michad 
Kearney,  jun.  the  owner  thereof;  it  appearing  that  she  was  impressed  into  t&e 
continental  service,  and  employed  in  taking  the  ship  Blue-Mountain  Tall^, 
and  for  that  reason,  itfterwards  seized  and  detained  oy  order  of  captaiii  Par* 
ker,  commander  of  the  British  ship  of  war  Phcenix;  and  that  lord  Sterling  be 
desired  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  value  said  boat,  and  report  such  valuation 
to  Consress. 

Kesmved,  That  a  member  be  elected  for  (he  secret  committee,  in  ihe  cootn 
<»f  Mr*  Bartl^tt,  who  is  absent. 

The  ballots  being  taken,  * 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  was  elected. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  March  20, 1776. 

A  letter  form  lord  Sterling,  of  the  16th,  was  laid  before  Congress^  and  read. 

Retolved,  That  three  members  be  elected  for  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  a  war-office,  in  the  room  of  three,  who  are  neeetaa* 
rilyabsent : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R*  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Jokdomi. 

Baolved^  That  the  sum  of  SbOO  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Matftw,  fcr 
tbe  parpose  of  purchasing  fire  arms  for  his  battalion,  he  to  be  accoQBttbie^ 

The  Conffress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  instructions  and  conmrissitm 
to  the  deputies  or  commissioners  going  to  Canada,  and  the  same  being  debated 
1^  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to  as  follows: 

INSTRUCTIONS,  &c. 
Gextlemeic, 

You  are,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  to  repair  to  Canada,  and  make  known 
to  the  people  of  that  country,  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  Congress  with 
respect  to  them. 

Vol.  I,  sr 
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RepreseDt  to  them,  that  the  arms  of  the  United  ColonieB,  having  beea  earned 
into  that  province  for  the  purpose  of  frustrating  the  designs  of  the  Britislicflirt 
against  our  common  liberties,  we  expect  not  onlj  to  daeat  6ie  hostile  nocU- 
nations  of  governor  Carleton  againit  us,  but  that  we  shall  put  it  into  the  pover 
of  our  Canadian  brethren,  to  pursue  such  measures  for  secariog  their  m 
freedom  and  happiness,  as  a  generous  lore  of  liberty  and  sound  policy  shil 
dictate  to  then. 

Inform  them,  that  in  our  judgment,  tiieir  interests  and  ours  are  iniepiniilj 
united ;  that  it  is  impossible  we  can  be  reduced  to  a  senrile  submisnoDtoGreit- 
Britain  without  their  sharing  our  fate:  And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  siiiil 
obtain,  as  we  doubt  not  we  shall,  a  full  establishment  of  our  ri^its,  it  depends 
wholly  on  their  choice,  whether  tiiej  will  partidpate  with  us  in  tbosebleauBgs, 
or  still  remain  subject  to  every  act  of  tyranny,  which  British  mioistenmill 
please  to  exercise  over  them.  TJrge  all  such  amments  as  your  piudeBaMl 
suggest,  to  enforce  our  opinion  concerning  the  mutual  mterest  of  Iktio 
countries,  and  to  convince  them  of  the  impossibility  of  the  war  being  o» 
eluded  to  the  disadvantage  of  these  colonies,  if  we  wisely  and  vigortwlyn- 
operate  with  each  other* 

To  convince  them  of  the  uprigihtness  of  our  intentions  towards  then,]* 
are  to  declare,  that  it  is  our  inclination,  that  the  people  of  Canada  xoaj  selip 
such  a  form  of  government,  as  will  be  most  likely,  m  uieir  judgment,  to  vo^ 
their  happiness  :^  And  you  are,  in  the  strongest  terms*  to  assure  them,  tbititii 
our  earnest  desire  to  adopt  them  into  our  union*  as  a  sister  co1odt»  f^^ 
secure  the  same  general  system  of  mild  and  equal  laws  for  them  and  for  <v- 
selves,  with  only  such  local  difTerences  a^  may  be  agreeable  to  eacbc«i«7 
respectively* 

Assure  the  people  of  Canada,  that  we  have  no  apprehension  that  the  Fia^ 
'  will  take  any  part  vrith  Great-Britain ;  but,  that  it  is  their  interest,  vA^ 
have  reason  to  believe  tiieir  inclination,  to  cultivate  a  friendly  intercoBrfe<» 
these  colonies. 

'  You  are  from  this,  and  such  other  reasons  as  may  appear  most  (xioper,  1o  i9 
{he  necessity  the  people  are  under  of  immediately  takins  some  dec^ 
step,  to  put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  United  Colonies.  Fc 
expediting  such  a  measure,  you  are  to  explain  to  them  our  method  of  dleciK 
the  sense  of  the  people,  ana  conducting  our  affidrs  regularly  by  committee^^ 
observation  and  inspection  in  the  severaldistricts,  and  by  conventions  isdcii 
mittees  of  safety  in  the  several  colonies.  Recommend  these  modes  to  Att 
Explain  to  thiem  the  nature  and  principles  of  government  among  freei0' 
developing,  in  contrast  to  those,  the  base,  cruel,  and  insidious  desi^inv^ 
in  the  late  act  of  parliament,  for  making  a  more  effectual  provision  i«  ^ 
government  of  the  province  of  Quebec.  Endeavour  to  stimulate  thea)! 
'motives  of  glory,  as  well  as  interest,  to  assume  a  part  in  a  contest,  bj  «^ 
they  must  be  deeply  affected }  and  to  aspire  to  a  portion  of  that  power,  bj  ^ 
■  they  are  ruled ;  and  not  to  remain  the  mere  spous  and  prey  of  conqnertfs^ 
lords.  ♦         - 

You  are  further  to  declare,  that  we  liold  sacred  the  rights  of  consciesce^ 
Oifij  promise  to  the  whole  people,  solemnly  in  our  name,  the  free  and  ond^ 
ed  etercioe  of  their  religion ;  and,  to  the  cleigy,  the  full,  paf ect,  and  jxts^ 
possession  and  enjoyment  of  all  their  estates ;  that  the  government  of  e^ 
thing  relating  to  their  religion  and  clergy,  shall  be  left  entirely  in  the  hii^ 
ol  the  good  people  of  that  province,  and  such  legislature  as  they  shall  coasi^ 
provided,  hchyever,  that  all  other  denominations  of  Christians  ht  equall;  ep^ 
to  hold  offices,  and  enjoy  civil  privileges,  and  tiie  free  exercise  of  their  i^ 
gion,  and  be  totaUy  exempt  from  the  payment  of  any  tithes  or  taxes  br  ^ 
support  of  any  religion.  , 

Inform  them,  thrt  you  are  vestedi  by  tiiis  Congress,  with  full  powen  to  ^ 
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feet  these  purposes ;  and,  therefore,  press  them  to  have  a  complete,  represent 
tation  of  the  people  assembled  in  convention,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to 
deliberate  concerning  the  establishment  of  a  form  of  goivemment,  and  an  union 
with  ihe  United  Colonies.  As  to  the  terms  of  union,  insist  on  the  propriety 
of  their  being  similar  to  those  on  which  the  other  colonies  unite.  Shoula  thdy 
object  to  this,  report  to  this  {Confess  the  objections,  and  the  terms  pn  whicn 
alone  they  will  come  into  our  union.  Should  they  agree  to  our  terms,  you  are 
to  promise  in  the  names  of  the  United  Colonies,  that  we  will  defend  and  pro- 
tect the  people  of  Canada  asainst  all  enemies,  in  the  same  manner  as  we  will 
defend  and  protect  any  of  the  United  Colonies* 

You  are  to  establish  a  free  press,  and  to  give  directions  for  the  frequent  pub- 
lication of  such  pieces  as  maybe  of  service  to  the  cause  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Tou  are  to  setde  all  disputes  between  the  Canadians  and  the  continental 
troops,  and  to  make  such  regulations  relating  thereto,  as  you  shall  jud^  proper. 

Too  are  to  make  a  strict  and  impartial  enouiry  into  the  cause  of  the  imprison- 
ment of  colonel  Du  Free,  lieutenant  colonel  Nefeu,  major  St.  George  Du  Pree, 
and  major  Gray,  officers  of  the  militia,  and  ofjJohn  Frazer,  esq.  late  a  judce  of 
^  pc^ce  of  Montreal,  and  take  such  orders  concerning  them  as  you  uiall 
jud^  most  proper. 

In  reforming^  any  abuses  you  may  observe  in  Canada,  establishing  and  en- 
forcing regulations  for  preservation  of  peace  and  good  order  ther^,  and  com- 
posing di&rencea  between  the  troops  of  the  United  Colonies  and  the  Cana^ 
dians,  ail  officers  and  soldiers  are  required  to  yield  obedience  to  you ;  and,  to 
enforce  the  decisions  that  you  or  any  two  of  you  may  make,  you  are  empowered 
to  suspend  any  military  officer  from  the  exercise  of  his  commisrion,  till  the 
jileasure  of  the  Congress  shall  be  known,  if  you,  or  any  two  of  you,  shall  think 
it  expedient. 

Yon  are  also  empowered  to  sit  and  vote  as  members  of  councils  of  war,  in 
directing  fortifications  and  defences  to  be  made,  or  to  be  demolished,  by  land  or 
by  water ;  and  to  draw  optlers  on  the  president  for  any  sums  of  money,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  whole,  to  defray  the  expense  of 
tbe  works. 

Lasdv,  you  are  by  all  the  means  you  can  use,  to^  promote  the  execution  of 
ilie  resolutions  now  made,  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  in  Congress. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  following  additional  instructions  be  g^ven  to 
tfie  commissioners  aforesaid :  v 

You  are  empowered  and  mrected  to  promote  and  encourage  the  trade  of 
Canada  with  the  Indian  nations,  and  to  grant  passports  for  the  carrying  it  on 
as  far  as  it  may  consist  with  the  safety  of  the  troops,  and  the  public  goMl. 

You  are  also  directed  and  authorized  to  assure  the  inhabitants  otCanada, 
that  their  commerce  witii  foreign  nations  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  put  upon  an 
equal  fitting  with,  and  encouraged  and  protected  in  the  same  manner,  as  the 
trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  also  directed  to  use  every  wise  and  nrudent  measure  to  introduce 
and  give  credit  and  circulation  to  the  continental  money  in  Canada. 

In  case  tiie  fiurmer  resolution  of  Congress  respecting  the  English  American 
troops  in  Canada,  has  not  been /carried  mto  effect,  you  are  directed  to  use  your 
beat  endeavors  for  forming  a  battalion  of  the  New- York  troops  in  that  country, 
and  to  appoint  the  field  and  other  officers  out  of  the  ^ntiemen  who  have  con- 
tinned  taere  during  the  campaign,  accordin^^  to  their  respective  ranks  and 
merit*  And,  If  it  should  be  found  impracticable,  you  are  to  direct  such  of 
Ihcai  as  are  provided  for  in  the  four  battalions  now  raisiiig  in  New-York,  to 
fepair  to  their  respective  corps.  To  enaMe  you  to  carry  this  resolution  into  ef- 
fect, you  are  furnished  with  olank  commissions,  signed  by  the  president. 

JUeolvedj  That  the  memorial  from  the  Indian  tnulers,  residing  at  Montreal, 
ka  iklivered  to  the  commissioners  going  to  Canada. 
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The  drtueht  of  the  c9mmi88ion  being  takeo  iDto  conaideration,  and  debated 
bj jMunamph8,was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  aeiegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New-Hampshire,  kc*  to  Beojasii 
Franklin,  L.  L.  D.  member  of  the  royal  academj  of  sciences  at  Paris,  F.R.& 
&c.  &c.  &€•  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania ;  Suinl 


and  assidnity,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  or  m  two 
of  YOU,  commissioners  for  and  on  behalf  of  us,  and  all  tke  people  of  tbe  United 
Colonies,  whom  we  represent,  to  promote,  or  to  form  a  union  betveeii  h 
said  colonies 'and  the  people  of  Canada,  according  to  the  instrttctiol8ber^ 
with  delivered  you,  and  such  as  you  may  hereafter  receive ;  and  to  aecote 
all  such  matters  and  thin^  as  you  are  or  shall  be  directed  by  ytiiraiiu- 
structions ;  and  we  do  require  all  officers,  soldiers,  and  others,  whomay^i* 
tate  your  negotiation,  or  promote  the  success  thereof,  to  aid  and  assist  jn 
tiherem ;  and  you  are  from  time  to  time,  to  transmit  and  report  jonr  orKeed* 
ings  to  Convrest.  This  commission  to  continue  in  force  till  revokes  bjtha 
or  a  future  Conmss. 

Dated atJPhiladdphia,  this  day  of 

By  order  <if  Congress. 

Mesolv^,  That  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Chase  be  appointed  ti 
confer  with  Mr.  Wrixon,  to  examine  into  his  military  abilities,  and  eootun 
whedier  he  is  willing  to  engage  in  the  service  ot  tke  United  Colonies,  aid  f^ 
port  to  Congress. 

Colonel  St  C^r  having  informed  Congress  that  Midiael  Hafaigd.'^: 
pointed  a  first-lieutenant,  and  James  0<llara,  and  Abel  Morris,  apjpaitd 
ensigns  in  his  battalion,  have  declined  to  accept  their  commissions,  toiosi: 
mitteeon  qualifications  recommended  Thomas  Butler  in  tiie  roomt^M.H^ 
nagel,  Cfreorge  MK)ulloch  in  the  room  of  J&mes  G'Hara,  and  George  Sosi  ii v 
room  of  Abel  Morris. 

Resolved^  That  commissions  be  granted  accordingly. 

Besolved,  That  the  committee  ^  safety  of  New-Jersey  be  deared  to  ^ 
move  the  prisoners  from  Trenton,  to  such  place  or  places  in  that  coImj><^ 
may  be  thovg^t  convenient,  at  a  proper  distance  from  the  sea  and  tke  pit 
roaucis,  subject  to  the  regulations  formerly  made  respecting  prisoners. 

MMlvedt  That  all  oncers,  prisoners,  who  shall  refuse  to  subscribe  i^f 
vele  .ordered  by  Coi^ress,  be  committed  to  prisoni 

The  comniittee  appointed  to  promote  the  maidng  of  muskets,  to  whon^ 
Bel  Dayton's  letter  respecting  the  quality  qf  tiie  arms  taken  by  coiobelHei^ 
on  Long-Island^  was  referred,  broosht  in  their  report,  which  was  read :  ^^ 
upon,  ibB  Congress  came  to  tiie  foUowing  resolution : 

Whereas  in  the  executioa  of  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  14th,  respe^ 
the  disarming  of  disaffected  persons,  many  fire-arms  mt^  be  taken,  whkhs^! 


not  be  fit  to  arm  any  of  the  troops  mentioned  therein  x  Therefore,  < 

iBesolued,  Tliat  all  the  fire-arms  so  taken,  being  appraised  according  to  s^| 
resolve,  none  of  them  shall  be  paid  for,  but  those  tiiat  are  fit  for  the  use  of  9^ 
troops,  OF  that  may  conveniently  be  so  made,  and  tiie  remainder  shall  be^ 
W  kept  by  the  said  assemblies,  conventions,  councils  or  committees  ot  sv?' 
m  the  owners,  to  be  delivered  to  them  when  the  Congress  shall  direct 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  best  ways  and  means  d^^ 
ing  die  army  in  Canada  with  proviaions  and  necessaries,  brought  in  ^^' 
pCNTt,  which  was  read : 

Mes0lved,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  consideratioQ  till  to-morrov. 

A  petition  of  John  Secord  was  presented  to  Congress  and  readrsnd  t^^' 
«ideration  thereof,  at  the  request  of  a  colopy,  was  daferred  till  tomon**' 
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The  committee  of  daimft  reported*  that  there  is  due. 

To  Abraham  Hant»  for  provisions,  fire-wood»  &c.  to  the  prisoners  at  Tren* 
ton,  and  for  horse-hire  for  the  public  service*  the  sum  of  607.6  dollars : 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  esq.  for  necessaries  furnished  the  rifle  companies,  the 
sum  of  IS9J  dollars ;  of  which  sum,  44.3  dollars  are  to  be  cluuqged  to  captain 
Headricks,  and  65  dollars  to  captain  Chambers :  ^. 

.  Tosondries,  on  certificates  for  necessaries  furnished  to  one  of  the  rifle  com- 
panies,  the  sum  of  122.5  dollars,  of  which  sum  101^  dollars,  being  for  rifles* 
Ice.  fvmished  to  captain  Clu^age's  company,  to  be  charged  to  said  company ; 
the  amount  of  the  oertificates  to  be  paid  to  Bernard  Dougherty,  escj 

To  William  Baasman,  for  provisions,  &fi*  famished  the  prisoners  m  Lancas- 
ter, the  sum  of  1528.8  dollars  : 

To  the  committee  of  Frederick,  the  sum  of  52.7  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Tho- 
mas Johnson,  esq : 

To  Francis  Lee,  for  483  meals  dieting  of  general  Lee's  {uard,  the  sum  of 
48.3  dollars ;  , 

To  Conrad  Ulster,  for  185  meals  dieting  the  said  men,  19  dollars : 

To  Marj  Bryant,  for  288  meals  dietins  the  said  men,  28  dollars  i 

To  Ann  Todd,  ibr  158  meids  dieting  the  said  men,  the  sum  of  15.8  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  l^  paid. 

Adjoomed  to  ted  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  March  21, 1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Schuyler,  with  a  return  of  the  forces  be- 
Ibre  Quebec^  was  laid  before  Coqgress,  and  read :  . 

Beiolvedt  Thitt  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  8. 
Adams. 

MuokMdf  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  send  an  account  of  the 
-troops  in  his  camp,  who  are  deficient  in  arms,  to  the  several  assemblies  or 
eoBventions  of  the  colonies,  to  which  those  men  belong;  and  request  Uiem  to 
send  a  sufficient  number  of  arms  for  the  men  coming  from  the  respective  colo^ 
siies,  end  that,  if  arms  capnot  be  procured,  such  as  have  not  arms  be  dismissed 
the  service. 

Bw>h>ed,  That  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  em- 
plov  some  trusty  persons  in  each  county,  to  purchase  as  many  eood  muskets  as 
-will  be  sufficient  to  arm  the  battalions  raised  in  said  colony ;  and  that  they  exert 
their  utmost  diligence  in  procuring  the  said  arms  speedily,  and  on  the  most  rea- 
sonable terms ;  that  an  order  for  12,000  dollars  be  draiKTi  on  the  treasurers,  in 
favor  of  said  committee,  to  pay  for  the  arms,  the  said  committee  to  be  ac- 
^countable. 

Mesolvedf  That  the  sam  of  600  dollars  be  s^nt  to  colonel  Charles  Stuart,  and 
that  he  be  desired  to  muster  captain  Woolverton's  company,  and  when  he  finds 
them  properly  armed,  accoutred,  and  ready  to  march,  to  furnish  them  with  ne- 
eessanes,  and  expedite  their  march  to  New-York,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of 
Congress ;  Mr,  Stuart  to  be  accountable  for  the  money  put  into  his  hands. 

JEeaofoMi,  lliat  Monsienr  le  chevalier  de  St.  Aulaire  be  permitted  to  raise  an 
independent  company  of  rangers  in  Canada,  with  the  pay  of  a  captain,  or,  in 
case  he  shall  not  be  able  to  raise  such  a  company,  tiiat  he  be  recommended  to 
the  <:4mimanding  officer  in  Canada,  to  be  employed  in  such  service  there  as  may 
be  thought  suitable  to  his  genius  and  ability. 

Jies^i^,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  assemblies,  conventions, 
and  councils  or  committees  of  safety,  and  committees  of  correspondence  and 
inspection,  that  they  exert  their  utmost  endeavors  to  promote  the  culture  of 
faeinp»  flax,  and  cotton,  and  the  growth  of  wool  in  these  United  Colonies. 

Hesolifedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  assemblies,  conventions,  and 
councils  or  oommittees  of  safety,  that  they  take  the  earliest  measures  for  erect- 
ing and  estabUshkig,  in  eich  and  every  colony  a  society  for  the  improvement  of 
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agricttlture,  arts,  manufactures,  and  commerce*  and  to  muntain  a  cormpon- 
dence  between  suck  societies,  that  the  rich  and  numerous  natural  adfutip 
of  this  country,  for  supporting  its  inhabitants,  may  not  be  neglected : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  assemblies,  conventions,  and  coancils  v 
committees  of  safet j,  tiiat  the j  forthwith  consider  of  ways  and  means  of  intra* 
ducing  the  manufactures  of  duck  and  sail  cloth,  and  steel,  into  sack  colonki 
where  they  are  not  now  understood^  and  of  encourapng»  increasiiig  tad  in- 
proving  them  where  they  are. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  snperintend  fte  pnni- 
ing  tiie  journals  of  Congress ;  and  that,  if  the  present  printer  cannot  execate 
the  work  with  sufficient  expedition,  they  be  empowered  to  employ  untkr 
printer. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  AUcai* 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

• 

FRIDAY,  March  522, 1776. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  general  Washington,  endosinff  the  proceefingirf 
a  council  of  war,  also  a  letter  from  lord  Sterung,  of  the  19tti,  were  laid  b«R 
Congress  and  read.  / 

A  petition  from  Thorowgood  Smith,  and  others,  was  presented  to  CoogriSi 
and  read,  setting  forth,  that  they  have  procured  a  vessel,  and  raised  monejl» 
fit  her  out  as  a  privateer,  in  order  to  cruize  and  ^ard  the  coast  of  Yrsps^ 
and  praying  that  a  commission  be  granted  to  William  Shippen,  to  whom  tker 
propose  to  give  the  command  of  said  vessel ;  and  farther,  that  the  Coogrea 
-will  grant  them  a  small  quantity  of  powder,  upon  their  making  satis&ctioB^ 
the  same : 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  be  granted  to  William  Shippen,'a8  captiitt« 
{he  above-mentioned  vessel,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Resolved^  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  capt  William  Sap- 
pen  SOOlb.  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  his  vessel. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  pursuant  to  certunKi^ 
lutions,  broudit  in  a  arau^t,  wmch  was  read. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  petition  of  John  Secord  be  referred  to  a  commitUe  et 
three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

On  account  of  expenses  in  conveying  powderi  the  sum  of  8.3  dollar^i  ^ 
ft  at  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  I^rton,  esq. 

To,  Matthias  Slough,  for  provisions  furnished  the  prisoners  in  Lancaster,  tv 
sum  of  226.8  dollars.  # 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  for  sundrv  articles  omitted  in  the  account  of  esj^ 
at  the  treatjr  with  the  Indians  at  Pittsburg,  the  sum  of  90.5  dollars. 

To  sundries  on  certificates  for  necessaries  furnished  to  captain  Stete&sflfi^ 
company  in  Virginia,  tlie  sum  of  58.3  dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  tobe 
paid  to  Timothy  Matlack,  of  which  14  J  dollars,  being  for  a  riie,  to  he  chur 
to  captain  Stevenson. 

Ordered,  That  the  ssud  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  750  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  baron  de  Woedsd 
l&e  to  be  accountable  out  of  his  pay.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  rank  of  all  such  officers  in  the  continental  army  aiWJ 
similar  commissions  in  that  service,  before  the  term  of  their  late  appoiotiB€» 
expired,  be  settled  by  the  dates  of  fteir  former,  and  not  their  present  coddi^ 
sions. 

The  assembly  of  the  counties  on  Delaware,  haviu  recommended  agefld^ 
man  to  be  maior  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  in  that  colony,  in  ther0|i« 
of  John  M'Pherson,  jun.  esq.  who  fell  before  Quebec,  mi  never  i^ceiywl** 


I0URNAL8  OF  COl^GBESS,  1776.  295 


commissioB,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  ballots  heing  tak- 
en and  examined, 

Thomas  M'Donnough  was  elected. 

Budved^  That  an  order  for  12,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  fa- 
Tor  of  the  committee  of  safety  of  Delaware  government,  for  the  use  of  the  bat- 
talion raised  in  that  colony,  tnesaid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

'fhe  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  declaration  brought  in  by  the  com- 
mittee, ana  after  debate,  the  further  conaideration  thereof,  at  the  request  of  a 
colony,  was  postponed  tUl  to-morrow. 

Chrdered,  That  the  secretary  publish  the  substance  of  the  letters  received 
from  the  camp  at  Cambrid^. 

Besolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  dispose  of  the  coal 
on  board  the  Blue-Mountain  Valley,  in  such  manner  as  they  snail  judge  most 
for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SIATURDAY,  March  23, 1776. 

A  letter  from  James  V ^ung  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read,  requesting 
that  his  son  John,  who  eloped  from,  him  last  January,  and  eot  on  board  d^e 
Phoenix  ship  of  war,  but  |s  now  fortunately  a  prisoner  in  New- York,  may  be 
permitted,  on  his  parole^  to  reside  at  the  estate  of  his  late  grandfather,  Dr« 
urseme: 
Besdved,  That  Mr.  Young's  request  be  granted. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling,  of  the  18th,  enclosing  a  letter  from  William  De 
Hart,  and  a  letter  from  the  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  first  New-Jersey  bat-* 
talion:  also, 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Scott,  of  Hunterdon,  desiring  that  he  may  be  ap- 
pointed a  captain  of  a  company  of  rangers :  and, 

A  letter  from  S.  Badlam,  were  laid  Before  Congress,  and  read : 
Mesolvtd^  That  the  said  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  qualifications. 
Resolved,  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in 
favor  of  Thomas  Lowry,  commissary,  for  the  use  of  the  New-Jersey  lMittalions» 
he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  bavins  recommended  Peter  Scull  to  be  a 
bri^de-major  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies  in  the  middle  department: 
Joseph  Davenport  to  be  a  captain,  in  the  third  Pennsylvania  battalion,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Scull ; 

Evan  Edwards  to  be  a  captain  in  said  battalion,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Allice. 
i^ho  has  resijmed.; 

IVilliam  Tilton  to  be  a  first  lieutenant  in  said  battalion,  in  the  room  of  Evan 
Xld  wards; 

Gburet  Steddiford  to  be  an  ensign  in  the  said  battalion ; 
And  having  also  recommended  the  following  persons  for  colonel  Irvine'i 
l>attalion,  viz : 

Robert  Wilson  to  be  a  first-lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  William  M'Cleland 
jresigned ; 

John  Alexander  to  be  a  first  lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  Robert  White  resigned. 
Andrew  Irvine,  a  second  lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  John  Alexander :  ^ 

Ne€per,  an  ensign  in  the  room  of  John  Murray,  who  has  resigned ; 

JBesolved,  That  commissions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 
Jiesolvedt  That  the  sum  of  3200  dollars,  in  specie,  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Cole, 
±a  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  commanding  oflBcer  in  Canada,  for  the  service  of 
t^He  continent,  and  tliat  he  be  desired  to  proceed  thither  immediately.  , 
IThe  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
7o  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  for  attendance  on  the  second  and  fourth  Pennsylvania 
mttaltoDS,  tlie  snro  of  67-6  dollar?. 
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To  colonel  Nathaniel  Heard,  for  expenses  in  the  expedition  against  the  toriei 
on  Long-Island,  the  sum  of  2161.6  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  declaration,  which  wu 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas  the  petitions  of  the  TTnited  Colonies  to  the  kitig,  for  the  redress  df 
great  and  manifold  grievances,  have  not  onlj  been  rejected,  but  treated  vitk 
scorn  and  contempt,  and  the  opposition  to  designs  evidently  formed  to  redace 
them  to  a  state  of  servile  subjection,  and  their  necessary  defence  against  bostife 
forces  actually  employed  to  subdue  them,  declared  rebellion ;  afiid  whereas  an 
uniust  war  hath  been  commenced  against  them,  which  the  commanden  of  iht 
British  fleets  and  armies  have  prosecuted,  and  still  continue  topro8ecate,mtii 
their  utmost  vigor ;  and  in  a  cruel  manner,  wasting,  spoiling,  and  destroying 
the  country,  burning  houses  and  defenceless  towns,  and  eiposing  the  belplea 
inhabitants  to  every  misery,  from  the  inclemency  6t  the  wint^;  and  aotoolj 
urging  savages  to  invade  the  country,  but  instigating  n6B;Me8  to  murder  tbeir 
masters;  and  whereas  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  natii  lately  piu^u 
act,  affirming  these  colonies  to  be  in  open  rebellion,  forbidding  ail  trade  and 
commerce  with  the  inhabitants  thereof,  until  they  shall  accept  pardons,  and 
submit  to  despotic  rule,  declaring  their  property,  wherever  found  upon  tlie 
water,  liable  to  seizure  and  confiscation,  and  enacting;,  that  what  had  been  done 
there  by  virtue  of  the  royal  authority,  were  just  and  lawful  acts,  and  riialllK 
80  deemed ;  from  all  which  it  is  manifest,  that  the  iniquitous  scheme,  eancerttd 
to  deprive  them  of  the  liberty  they  have  a  right  to  by  the  laws  of  nature  and 
the  English  constitution,  will  be  pertinaciously ,  pursued :  It  being -therefoe 
necessary  to  provide  for  their  defence  and  security,  and  justiftabhs  to  naittt* 
prisals  upon  tneir  enemies,  and  otherwise  to  annoy  them,  according  to  the  laws 
smd  usages  of  nations,  the  Congress,  trusting  that  such  of  their  friends  in 
Great-Britain  (of  whom  it  is  confessed  there  are  manr  entitied  to^appIftoK 
and  eratitude  for  their  patriotism  and  benevolence,  ana  in  whose  fiiTor  a  dis- 
crimination of  property  cannot  be  made^  as  shall  suffbr  by  captures,  will 
impute  it  to  the  authors  of  our  common  calamities,  do  Declare  andResoKii 
«followetbf  to  wit: 

Besolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies  b^  permitted  to  fitiff^ 
armed  vessels  to  cruize  on  the  enemies  of  these  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  all  ships  and  other  vessels,  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  fonD' 
tare,  and  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  belonging  to  any  inhaUtanttf 
inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  taken  on  the  hi^h  seas,  or  between  high  and  lov 
•  water  mark,  by  any  armed  vessel,  fitted  out  oy  any  private  person  qt  pewott 
and  to  whom  commissions  shall  be  granted,  and  being^  libelled  and  prosecutta 
in  any  court  erected  for  the  trial  of  maritime  aflfairs,  m  any  of  these  colonij 
shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  lawful  i^rize;  and  after  deducting  ^ 
paying  the  wages  which  the  seamen  and  manners  on  board  of  such  captnif^ 
as  are  merchant  ships  and  vessels,  shall  be  entitied  to,  according  to  die  ters^ 
of  their  contracts,  until  the  time  of  the  adjudication,  shall  be  condemned  t" 
and  for  the  use  of  the  owner  or  owners,  and  the  oflBcers,  marines,  and  ^^^^ 
of  such  armed  vessel,  according  to  such  rules  and  proportions  as  thej  sbau 
agree  on :  Provided  always,  that  this  resolution  shall  not  extend  to  any  v^ 
bringing  settlers,  arms,  ammanition  or  war-like  stories  to  and  for  thense* 
these  colonies,  or  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  who  are  friends  to  the  Aib^' 
rican  cause,  or  to  such  war-like  stores,  or  to  the  effects  of  such  settiers. 

Besolvedf  That  all  ships  or  vessels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  htmWff 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  belonging  to  any  inhabitant  of  Grcat-BnOJJ 
as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  taken  by  any  of  the  vessels  of  war  of  these  Uoit^ 
Colonies,  sliall  be  deemed  forfeited ;  one-third,  after  deducting  and  payii*^ 
wages  of  seamen  and  marines  as  aforesaid,  to  the  Ql|cers  9fi^  Qea  Oft  Iw*^ 
andf  two-thirds  to  the  use  of  the  United  CQl<wes. 
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Resolved,  That  all  ships  or  vessels,  with  their  tackle»  apparel,  and  furniture* 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  belonging  to  any  inhabitants  of  Greats Britaiit 
as  aforesaid,  which,  shall  be  taken  by  any  vessel  of  war  fitted  out  by  and  at  tho 
expense  of  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  shall  be  deemed  forfeited,  and  divided^ 
after  deducting  and  paying  the  wages  of  seamen  and  mariners,  as  afore- 
said, in  such  manner  and  proportions  as  the  assembly  or  convention  of  such 
colony  shall  direct. 

Besohed,  That  all  vessels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  car- 
goes, belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  vessels 
which  may  be  emploved  in  carrying  supplies  to  the  ministerial  armies,  which 
shall  happen  to  be  taken  near  the  shores  of  any  of  these  colonies,  by  the  peo^ 
pie  of  the'  country,  or  detachments  from  the  army,  shall  be  deemed  lawful 
prize;  and' thcf  court  of  admiralty  within  the  said  colony  is  required,  on  con- 
demnatiim  thereof,  to  adjudge  that  all  chareesand  expenses  which  may  atttod, 
the  capture  and  trial,  be  first  paid  out  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sales  of 
the  pnse,  and  the  remainder  equally  among  all  those,  who  shall  have  heek 
actually  engaged  and  employed  in  taking  the  said  prize.    Protided,  that  where 
any  detachments  of  the  army  shall  have  been  employed  as  aforesaid,  their 
part  of  the  prize-money  shall  be  distributed  among  them  in  proportion  to  the 
pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  so  employed. 

'Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  Consider  of  the  fortify- 
ing one  or  more  ports  on  the  American  coast,  in  the  strongest  manner,  for  the 
protection  i^-  oni:  cruizers,  and  the  reception  of  their  prizes ;  that  they  take  the 
opinion  of  the  best  engineer^  on  the  manner  and  expense,  and  report  thereon 
to  Congress.  '^ 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  K 
Morris,  and  Mr.  Whipple.  «. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  appomted  to  go  to  Canada,  or  any  two  of 
them,  be  empowered,  if  ihey  think  it  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  United 
Colonies,  to  raise  a  number  of  independent  companies,  not  exceeding  Six,  and 
to  appoint  the  officers ;  that  they  also  be  empowered  to  fill  up  all  vacanciee 
that  may  happen  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies  in  Canada,  while  they 
are  there. 

Resolved,  That  1066  2-S  dollars,  in  continental  money,  over  and  above  thi 
1600  dollars  to  be  paid  them  in  specie,  be  advanced  to  the  commissioner^ 
going  to  Canada,  to  defray  their  expenses,  the3r  to  reader  an  account. 

JEUsolved,  That  400  dollars,  in  specie,  be  paid  to  Mr.  Walker  in  full  for  M 
much  bv  him  lent  to  gen.  Wooster,  for  ^e  use  of  the  atmy  in  Canada,  and  that 
gen.  Wooster's  note  be  taken  up  and  cancelled. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a 
eoramittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the  United 
Colonies ;  and  that  sundry  motions  offered  by  the  members  from  Massachusetts^ 
Bay,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  be  referred  to  said  Committee. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Mardi.  25,  irr6. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

One  from  general  Washington  of  the  19th,  wherein  he  informs  Congressf, 
that  on  the  17th,  the  enemy  evacuated  Boston,  and  our  troops  took  possession 
of  it: 

One  from  seneral  Schuyler  of  the  12th : 

One  fromlord  Sterling  of  the  21st;  and. 

One  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  New-Jersey. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress,  in  their  own  name,  aind  in  tlie 
name  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  whom  they  represent,  be  presented  to 
his  excellency  gen.  Washington^  and  the  officers  and'soldiers  under  his  com- 
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mand,  for  their  wise  and  spirited  conduct  in  the  siege  aad  acqmation  of  Bss- 
ton;  and  that  a  'm<Mlal  0/ gold  be  strack  in  commemoration  of  iAm  grmt 
event,  and  presented  to  his  excellenc j ;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  af- 
pointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  thanksy  aod  a  proper  device  for  the  medal. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Hopkins. 

Besolvedt  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appomted  to  confier  with  Mr.  Diigii» 
and  colonel  Ritzema. 

The  members  chosen^  Mr.  Harrison,  M.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Alloi. 
.   Beandved,  lliat  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  YiqiiBia,  §at 
tile  useof  the  battalionsin  that  colony;  the  said  delegates  to  accouBt  forthe 
expenditure  thereof. 

The  Qommittee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  colonies 
in  the  southern  department*  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  reed  as  Wows : 

"  That  it  appears  highlj  probable  that  avery  considerable  force  will  be  excit- 
ed in  diat  department  by  our  enemies  early  this  spring ;  that  the  eontiDental 
forces  employed  in  South-Carolina,  and  Yirainia,  respectively,  camot  pn- 
dentiy  be  solely  relied  on,  (or  the  defence  of  uiose  colonies ;  that  Soath-Cars- 
Una  and  Viig^nia  are  at  a  very  great  separate  exp^ise  in  anaed  vesacU 
rendered  absolutely  necessary  by  the  situation  and  circ«mstaB<;es  oi  thsss 
countries ;  that  the  militia  of  South -Carolina  are  obliged  to  perfona  a  vaiy 
laborious  duty,  which,  from  the  smallness  of  their  number,  aad  the  conae^pwat 
qui(^  rotation,  b  excessively  burthensome ;  and  that  the  colony  of  YirgBOiu^  ia 
addition  to  the  six  continentol  battalions  already  there,  have  resolved  to  laise, 
and  are  now  embodying»  three  other  battalions :  WhereunQn* 

Mesolved,  That  the  convention  or  council  of  safety  01  South-Caroliaa  be 
perjnitted  to  rai^  and  embody  two  other  battalions,  and  tiiat  they  be  on  tlie 
pay  and  at  the  expense  of  the  continent,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  aitned  fit  kt 
service,  and  accordingly  mustered  : 

That  the  three  colonial  battalions  of  Virginia  be  also  on  the  pay  and  at  iki 
expense  of  the  continent,  a^  soon  as  they  shall  be  armed  fit  for  service,  aal 
sccordinffly  mustered : 

That  ine  contracts  made  bjr  the  council  of  safety  of  Virginia  for  ike  mk- 
sistence  of  the  third  battalion  m  that  colony,  at  six  pence  half-penny  a  ration,  d 
the  fifth  at  eight  pence,  and  of  the  second,  fourth,  seventh,  ^hth»  and  maA, 
at  seven  pence  half-penny  a  ration,  be  confirmed. 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  muster-master  general  be  appointed  for  tiie  aeathen 
^epartmenL 

The  ballots  b^ng  taken  and  examined, 

Edmund  Randolph  esq.  was  elected. 

JBesofoed,  That  E.  Kandolph,  esq.  be  empowered  to  appmnt  tw9  depstr 
mnsier-masters  under  him«  one  for  Horth-Carolina,  and  the  other  for  Soaii* 
Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Resolved,  That  *^  order  of  the  day  be  postponed. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  &e  cmamiites  ca 
the  ways  and  means  of  supplying  the  ti-oops  in  Canada  with  provisioits  and 
necessaries:  Whereupon^ 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  take  sueh  order  respectiag 
the  supplies  of  provisions  aecessaiy  for  the  troops  in  Canada,  as  he  may  deea 
expedient. 

The  Congress,  being  of  Ofnnion  that  the  reduction  of  Quebec,  and  tiie  gne- 
ral  securitv  of  tiie  province  of  Canada,  are  <^b}ectsof  great  conceni» 

Ordered,  That  general  Washineton  be  directed  to  detach  four  battalioB 
into  Canada,  from  the  army  under  his  command,  as  soon  as  he  shaH  be  of  sfi- 
.Bson  that  the  safety  of  New- York  and  the  eastern  senjce  will  penait* 
A(i|^oui:ned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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TUESDAY,  March  26,  1776. 

The  ConereM  being  informed  that  Mr;  Ward,  one  of  the  delegated  of  Rhode-* 
Island,  died  yesterday. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  in  a  bodj,  attend  the  funeral  of  Mr. 
Ward,  to-morrow,  with  a  crape  round  the  arm,  and  will  continue  in  mourning 
for  the  space  of  one  month. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Wolcott,  be  a  commit* 
tee  to  superintend  the  funeral,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  apply  to  tiie  rev. 
Mr.  Stillman,  and  request  him  to  preach  a  funeral  sermon  on  the  occasion : 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  inyite  the  assembly  and  committee 
of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  and  other  public  bodies  in  Philadelphia,  to  attend  ' 
the  funeral. 

Resolved,  That  Ae  privates  of  the  companies  ordered  from  Maryland  to 
.  Accomac  and  Northampton,  be  allowed  the  pay  of  the  privates  in  the  southern 
dcMirtment,  which  is  6  2-3  dollars  per  calendar  month. 

Besohed,  That  if  the  convention  or  council  of  safety  of  North- Carolina  ' 
shall  judse  it  necessary  fbr  the  common  safety  to  raise  one  or  two  more  bat- 
talions, the  same,  when  armed  fit  for  service  and  muatered,  be  taken  into  the  ' 
pay  of  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  commodore  Douglass  be  ordered  immediately  to  repair  to* 
the  lakes,  and  take  the  command  of  the  vessels  on  that  station. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  off  Thursday. 

'1;HURSDAY,  March  28,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dolhirs  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in 
favour  of  William  Barrel,  of  Philadelphia,  in  full  for  tent-cloth  sent  by  him  to 
colonel  Mifflin,  for  the  use  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  ffeneral  Wash- 
ington ;  the  money  being  paid  in  conseqitence  of  the  general's  letter  of  the ' 
Idth  ;  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  general. 

Reived,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  purchase,  on  the 
most  reasonable  terms  thev  can,  the  ship  Molly,  for  the  use  of  the  continent, 
and  to  fit  her  out,  with  ail  possible  expedition,  to  join  captain  Batry^  on  his  ' 
cruize  along  the  cpast,  between  New- York  and  Virginia.  v 

A  memorial  of  Thomas  Walker  of  Canada  was  presented  to  Congi^,  and 
read:  ♦ 

Two  letters,  of  the  27th,  from  the  conunittee  of  safety  of  New-Jersey,  were.^ 
read: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  return  an  answer,  and  inform  the  comfntttee 
of  safety  of  New-JerseVf  that  the  Congress  s^  no  reason  to  alter  or  counter*  ' 
mand  the  requisition  of  the  15th,  and  that,  therefore,  they  be  requested  to  ei- 
pedite  the  inarch  of  the  troops  to  New-York»  agreeaUe  to  the  requisition  of  ther ' 
commanding  officer. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  colonel  of  the  third  battalion 
ordered  to  te  raised  in  the  colony  of  New-Tork ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Rudolphus  Ritzema  was  electee!. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  colonel  Ritzema  and  Mr.  Dugitti, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Raolved^  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasiiffers  in  fe- 
ver of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Du^an,  as  a  reward  for  his  services  in  Canada. 

Resolvedy  That  Mr.  ^renuah  Diigan  be  appointed  a  major,  witii  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel,  to  command  a  body  of  three  hundred  rangers. 

That  the  said  rangers  be  divided  into  three  companies,  each  to  consist  of  one 
bundred  men,  and  ti>  be  commanded  by  a  cantain  and  two  lieutenants:  That  ; 
the  captains  and  lieutenants  be  recommendeo  by  lieutenant*colonel  Dugan  to 
the  commissioners  going  to  Canada  for  their  approbation ;  and  that,  if  they  ap^ : 
prove  the  gentlemen  i:ecommendcd,  they  grant  them  comifiissions. ' 
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Resolved^  That  Mr.  William  Finuej  be  appoiated  %  deputy  quarter-nastei 
in,  the  southern  department. 

Resolved^  That  two  engineers  be  emplojed  for  tlie  southern  depvtment 

^ksolved^  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasoren  in  k- 
Tor  of  Mr.  lames  Mease,  for  the  use  of  the  Pennsjlvania  battalions,  he  to  k 
accountable. 

.Inform^ tioQ  being  given  to  Congress  that  some  prisonei-s  in  the  gfuAof  Piuh- 
delphia  have  meditated  an  escape,  and  are  near  carrjing  their  plan  into  execi- 
tibn: 

.Mesolvedy  That  the  gaoler  be  directed  to  confine  John  ConneUy,  J.  Snitii, 
and  Moses  Kirkland,  in  separate  apartments,  and  sufier  no  person  ticiDrene 
with  any  of  them,  without  special  orders  of  Congress. 

jR^ved,  That  the-aheriff  of  the  city  and  oountj  of  PhUiKlel|lHi  be  dutct- 
ed,  bj  Mr.  M'Kean,  to  call  to  his  assistance  a  guard  of  fifty  men  from  the  kc- 
racks  for  the  defence  of  the  gaol ;  and  that  the  sheriff  be  farther  directed  ts 
koep  secret  any  intimation  given  him  of  a  deuxn  to  ceacufe  his  prooners,aBii 
to.  employ,  every  means  to  discover  and  apprehend  those  coacenied in  sod 

Mesolved^  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasorers  is  bm 
o(  Mr.  Samuel  Fairlamb,  for  the  use  of  the  fourth  FenaaylvaAia  battslioiit  be 
to  be  accountable. 

Tlie  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed* 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  March  29,  1776. 

.Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read; 

.Two  from  eeneral  Schuyler,  of  die  19th  and  21st,  with  a  copy  of  thetiatr 
h^d.  with  the  Indians  at.  Aiban v^  &c. 

One  from  the  cpnvention  o£New-York,  of  the  26th : 

One  from  Allan  McDonald. 

.Besolmdj  That  tiie  letter  from  Allan  M'Donald  be  referred  to  the  conmittef 
on  prisoners. 

That  the  other  letters,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wjthc 
Mir.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committed  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Willie 
Henry,  and  Co.  15  lbs.  of  powder,  to  prove  the  mo^ts  he  haacontnctedtp 
make  for  the  continent. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  cominitteetf 
the  means  of  supplying  th^  troopt  in  Canada :  Whereupon, 

Reiolved,  That  a  deputy  commissary-general  of  stores  and  prorisioDslit 
appmnted  for  the  army  oi  the  United  Colonies  in  Canada. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and^  examined, 

Mn  J.  Price  was  elected. 

Ruolvedf  That  the  last  par^^graph  of  the  report  be  recommitted  for  hm 
enquiry  and  examination. 

,  A  wtenfrom  the  committee  of  safety  of  New- Jersey,  and  i«e  fronff 
tain  John  Macpherson,  were  received,  and  read. 

Ai^ourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-mofVow. 

SATURDAY,  Jfiarcb  30, 1776. 

Resolved,  That  60  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Arundel,  tobe  dedscied  at 
of  his  pay,  and  that  he  be  directed  immediateiy  to  repair  to  the  southern  <>^* 
partmeut,  and  pnt  himself  under  the  command  of  general  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  Monsieor  Dechambault,  and  his  companion,  be  panwtte^  t* 
come  to  Philadelphia  and  transact  his  business,  and  -then  return  to  Bci^^ 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  oi  two  engineeia  for  ^  ioi>^ 
department ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken. 
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John  »Udlcr  and  Monsieur  Massenback  were  elected.  ^ 

The  Congress  took  into  consideratioft  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  safetj 

«f  New  JereoT «  Whereupon,  ,     .1        ^      *  1 

Bmb>ed.  That  the  minute-mca  employed  bv  Hongress  under  the  coiiuBatt4 

of  colonel  Heard,  in  the  expedition  to  Long^sland.  be  allowed,  while  on  tja^ 

Lrfice,  tke  aama  pay  and  rations  as  the  conUnental  tfoops  m  the  middle  de- 

**£3iel.  That  the  delegates  of  New-York  prepare  an  answer  to  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  of  NewJersey.  and  assign  the  reas^na  of  tlie  foregoing  re- 

aoltttion.  .    *       1        •    j 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  William  Tricket,  for  sUtionary,  Ae  sum  of  41.7  tloliafs :         -  .  -  ,  , 

To  PhUip  Apricht  for  provisions  to  general  Lee's  guard,  the  sum  of  4.7  Uol- 
lars,  and  that  tfc«  same  oug^t  to  be  paid  to  A^m  ^^^^}  \.      .^^  ,^^„:« 

To  suBdriM,  on  ijertificites  for  necessariea  furmshwl  to  the  nfle  «Hnp«"^ 
the  sam  of  4ft.£  dollars,  and  that  S.5  dollars,  part  of  said  sum,  be  charged  t» 

"??!undries^on  wlffiuU  for  rifles,  shirts,  &c-  fttrnished  to  caotwn  Clug- 

gage's  company,  the  sum  of  81.1  dollars,  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Mont- 

gomery,  esq.  and  charged  to  said  company,  ^,  j  au^  «,m  aT 

To  Robert  Erwin,  wagon-master,  on  an  account  »ow  scttted,  the  sum  01 

409.3  dollars*  '         -^  .     •.^,^«-«i« 

To  Suchevettol  Wood,  for  provisions  famished  by  Um  to  seV****  pns<me»  » 
the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  137.6  dollars :  '  ir*  lr 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  for  provisaons  for  Connolly,  Cameron,  Smith,  ana  '^^^'' 
land,  the  sum  of  57.8  dollars. 

OrdBTtdf  That  the  said  aecovnts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  major  Wrixon,  brou^t  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  read : 

Hesohedj  That  each  regimental  surgeoA  be  allowed  a  mate': 

That  the  pay  of  a  surgeon's  mate  be  18  dollars  a  month. 

Resolved,  Tnat  suitable  chirurgical  instruments  be  purchased  with  each 
medicine  chest. 

Resolved,  That  each  brigadier-general,  when  on  command,  be  empowered  to 
appoint  a  brigade-major. 

Adyoumed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  ^pHl  1,  1776. 

Resolved^  That  captain  D.  Arundel  be  aUowed  48.5  dollars,  in  full  for  pay 
end  subsistence  from  the  8th  of  February,  the  time  he  was  recommendea  to* 
^neral  Schuyler,  to  the  19th  of  March,  when  he  received  his  commission. 

Remdved,  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  advance  captain  Romans  one 
nonth's  pay  for  himself  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  company,  and  also  sub- 
istence  money  to  Albany. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  captain  White-Eyes  w^as  referred, 
rought  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 

Resolved^  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow. 

Tlie  Conmss  having,  on  the  17th  of  February  last,  apipoioted  a  standing 
[Mnniittee  for  superintending  the  treasury,  with  power^amons  other  things/ 
p  employ  and  instruct  proper  persons  for  liquidating  the  public  accounts ; 
id  the  said  resolutions  not  being  sufficiently  explicit,  with  respect  to  the  man- 
er  and  place  of  settling  those  accounts,  and  it  being  a  matter  of  great  con-^ 
quence,  that  the  nublic  accounts  should  be  regularly  stated  and  Kept,  and 
stly  liquidated  and  settled ; 

JResokfed,  therefore.  That  a  treasury-office  pf  accounts  be  instituted  aml^ 
iablialied,  and  that  suebofihee  be  kept  in  the-  city  or  place,  v'h^^'^  Congrf'i:^' 
ally  from  time  to  time,  be  assembled  and  hold  their  sessionsv^^fTT^ 
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That  the  said  office  of  accounts  be  under  thedirecticmand  sttpenataidaKe 
of  the  standing  committee  for  the  treasurj : 

That  an  auditor-general,  and  a  competent  number  of  assistanti  and  ddur 
be  appointed  bj  Congress*  and  employed,  for  stating,  arrmnipBg,  and  kecpiii 
the  public  accounts : 

That  all  accounts  and  claims  against  die  United  ColoBies»  for  icrneci  v 
supplies,  where  the  rates  or  prices  have  not  been  ascertained  by  Congmi, 
shall  be  presented  to  the  committee  of  claims,  liquidated  by  them,  aadrqwit- 
ed  to  and  allowed  by  Congress,  previous  to  their  being  passed  at  the  tstmnj' 
office ;  that  all  other  accounts  and  claims,  consisting  of  articles,  the  |noe  ir 
value  of  which  shall  have  previously  been  fixed  bv  contmct,  or  othenmaicer- 
tained  by  Congress,  shall  be  liquidated  and  settled  at  the  treasury-ollcft,aod 
reported  for  the  allowance  of  Congress,  by  the  comraittee  for  superiateBfi&g 
the  treasury,  and  then  passed  and  entered  at  the  treasury-ofice. 

That  all  contracts,  securities,  and  obligations,  for  the  use  and  beaeit  of  Ae 
United  Colonies,  shall  be  lodged  and  kept  in.  tbe.treasory-office  of  scoouii; 
and  that  all  persons  to  whom  public  monies  have  been  or  shall  be  advanced « 
paid,  shall  be  chaiged  with  the  same  in  the  books  of  the  said  office,  for  viucli 
every  warrant  on  ue  treasury,  which  shall  issue  after  the  said  oSics  ihaU  be 
opened,  shall,  previous  to  its  being  paid*  be  entered  at  the  t^asafyH)fice»  lod 
the  entry  certified  on  the  warrant,  by  one  of  the  committee  on  the  tram* 
ry,  the  auditor-general,  or  one  of*  his  assistants  or  clerks;  providedi  lurwevfft 
that  all  orders  or  warrants  issued  by  committees  appointed  and  authoriiied  I7 
Congress  to  draw  on  the  treasurers  for  particular  purposes,  shall  be  paid  m 
chaiged  to  the  account  of  the  s^d  committee  respectively,  untii  tbqraball  set- 
tle and  have  tiieir  accounts  passed  by  Congress,  when  the  debits  agpdnittliea 
shall  be  discharged  in  the  treasury H>ffice,  by  such  credits  as  Congreaa  skill 
agree  to  and  allow : 

That  all  assemblies,  conventions,  councilsi  or  committees  of  safet?)  coa- 
missaries,  pay -masters,  and  others,  entrusted  with  public  monies,  shall,  vitUfl 
a  reasona[bte  time,  after  being  callcnl  upon  for  that  purpose  by  the  committee  a 
the  treasurjr,  produce  their  accounts  and  vouchers  at  the  treasury  office,  a 
order  to  their  nein^  settled  and  adjusted  in  the  planner  before  directed: 

That  the  committee  for  superintending  tlie  treasuiy  shall  be  authonzedto 
apply  to  the  commanding  officers  and  ottiers,  in  the  continental  service,  i* 
SQch  materials  and  information,  as  the  committee  may  judge  to  be  OsefvL  ^ 
stating,  explaining,  or  checking  the  public  accounts,  in  order  to  their  being  fiiHj 
and  justly  settled : 

That  the  auditor-general  and  his  assistants  or  clerks,  before  entering  a]io> 
iheir  offices,  shall,  respectively,  take  anoath^tobe  administered  bjonetf 
more  of  the  committee  of  the  treasury-office  (a  certificate  whereof  BhallK 
filed  in  the  treasury-office)  well  and  faithfuUy  to  execute  the  trust  rqiosedii 
them,  as  auditor,  assistant,  or  clerk,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  of  the.offioe  of  ><' 
counts,  established  by  Congress,  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and jo<if* 
ment,  and  to  disclose  no  matter,  the  knowledse  of  which  shall  be  acquired  0 
consequence  of  such  their  office,  which  they  wall  be  directed  to  ^^P*f^'^ 
^  That  the  committee  for  superintending  the  treasury  shall  be  autfaoriiedjv 
hire  suitable  places,  and  procure  books  of  accounts  ana  other  necessaries  at  tlx 
public  expense,  for  the  establishing  and  doing  the  business  of  the  said  office- 

JResolved,  That  major  James  Hewes,a  prisoner  at£liauibethtowD,beaUovt4 
and  ordered  to  come  to  Philadeli^iia  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  and  theft  ^ 
wuton  the  committee  for  prisoners,  and  take  their  directions  with  respect  a 
the  place  of  his  future  resiaence.  , 

Resolvedy  That  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr.  Paine  be  directed  to  examine  the  p^ 
of  Philadelphia,  and  particulariy  the  apartments  where  Kirklaod,  OamJ* 
Smith  and  Cameron  are  confined,  and  report  what  is  neocflni»y  to  to  i^  ^ 
bare  them  safely  and  securely  kept 
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Beaolvtit  Tbf  t  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  Jarae^ 
M'KLnig^t,  and  examine  his  account,  and  the  nature  of  his  cltim,  and  rqiort 
thereon  to  Congress. 

The  meiphers  ehoaen,  Mr.  R«  Morris,  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr.  De  Hart. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  hayingr  recommended  Jacob  Kemper,  jun.  to 
be  appointed  an  ^Mign  in  captain  How^l't  company  in  the  first  iNew-Jersey 
batwion,  in  the  rpom  of  Cyprus  De  Hart,  who  has  resided, 

RtmAvedt  That  he  be  appointed,  and  that  a  commission  be  granted  to  him 
accordingly. 

Bemdvedj  That  the  president,  in  his  next  letter  to  general  Schuyler,  desire 
him  to  send  an  account  of  the  lead  at  Ticonderoea. 

A  letter  from  Alexander  M'Donnald,  George  Uillespie,  and  J.  W.  Saunders, 
of  the  Iflh  of  March,  was  presented  to  Consress  and  read : 

Besolvedj  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  R.  Morris^  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr.  De 
Hart 

Adjoiuriied  to  ten  o'clock  toHnotrow. 

TUESDAY,  JprU  2,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington,  of  the  S4th  of  March,  with  five  papers 
enclosed,  was  laid  beiore  Congress  and  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  die  form  of  a  commission,  and  instmc- 
tionsto  commanders  of  private  ships  of  war,  brought  in  the  same,  which  were 
read. 

The  oommission  j  beipg  agreed  to,  is  as  follows : 

The  delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New- Hampshire,  &c.  to  all  to  whom 
these  presents  shall  come,  greeting:  Know  ye,  that  we  have  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  do  grant,  license  and  authority  to  mariner,  commander 

of  the  callecf  of  the  burden  of  tons,  or  thereabouts,  belonging 

to  of  in  the  colony  of  mounting         carrias^  guns,  ana 

navigated  by  men,  to  fit  out  and^  set  forth  the  said  in  a  warlike  manner^ 
and  by  and  with  the  said  and  the  crew  thereof,  by  force  of  arms,  to  attack* 
seize  and  take  the  ships  and  other  vessels  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Great-Brjtain,  or  any  of  them,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  ladings 
on  the  high  seas,  or  between  high  and  low  water  marks,  and  to  bring  the  same, 
to  some  convenient  ports  in  the  said  colonies,  in  order  that  the  courts  which 
are  or  shall  be  there  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  causes,  civil  and  maritime, 
xnay  proceed,  in  due  form,  to  condemn  the  said  captures,  if  they  be  adjudged 
lawful  prize ;  the'said  having  given  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  that  nothing 
be  done  by  the  said  or  any  otthe  officers,  mariners,  or  company  thereof,  con- 
trary to,  or  inconsistent  with  the  usases  and  customs  of  nations,  and  the  instruc- 
tions, a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  delivered  to  him .  And  we  will  and  require  all 
our  officers  whatsoever  to  eive  succor  and  assistance  to  the  said  in  the  pre- 
mises. This  commissionsnall  continue  in  force  until  the  Congress  shall  issue 
orders  to  the  contrary.  • 

By  order  of  Congress. 
Attest,  President. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  draught  of  instructions ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Mmdvadt  That  it  be  recommitted,  and  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
nittee,  to  1^11  up  the  blanks  in  said  draught  as  they  shall  think  best. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  thanks  to  general  Washing- 
ton, and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command,-  brought  in  a  draught, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to ; 

ihrdertd.  That  it  be  transcribed,  signed  by  the  president,  and  forwarded. 

The  coflunittee  on  prisoners,  to  vf\fovk  the  letter  from  M.  Belletre,  of  the  16th 
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^  March  lafit,  wa«  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  rea^ :  Wherc- 

lIpOQ) 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  3,400  dollars  beiidvanced  bj  the  treasurerg  to  M« 
Belletre,  ob  his  delivering  to  them  his  bills  of  exchange  for  the  like  sum,  paya- 
ble in  gold  or  silver  in  the  province  of  Canada. 

A  petition  from  William  Lindsav  being  presented  to  Congress  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Wajrne  be  directed  to  discharge  Robert^  the  sob  rf 
gaid  William  Lindsay,  inlisted  in  his  battalion. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  April  3,  \77^ 

Resolved^  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  of  the  24th  of  Martli^ 
With  die  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tiiree. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wilson, 

A  memorial  and  petition  from  captain  John  Nelson  was  fRresomted  l»  Con- 
gress and  read ;  also,    « 

A  petition  from  P.  Modre,  ih  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  sloops  Congress  and 
Chance  privateers,  was  presented  and  read  t 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  td  tell  said  owners  400  lbs* 
of  powder  for  the  use  of  their  pHvateers. 

T^e  conHnittee  of  claims,  to  whom  the  account  of  Messrs.  Prke  and  Hay* 
wood  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Uiere  be  advanced  to  Messrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  tiie  sam 
of  64,35Bk6  dollars  on  account  of  supplies  to  the  army  in  Canada,  to  be  ac- 
counted ibr  on  the  settlement  of  their  accounts ;  and  that  general  Woosier  be 
directed  to  forward  the  accounts  and  vouchers  lodged  in  his  hands. 

The  said  committee  farther  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  the  township  of  Montague,  in  the  county  of  Sussex^  in  ^ew-Jersey,  for 
slay -hire,  in  forwarding  the  prisoners  from  Canada,  under  the  command  oi 
captain  Brasher,  the  sum  of  45  dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  ta 
Kicholas  Christopher. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  H.  Fi^er,  of  Lewistown,  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  Penn- 
sylvania, together  with  a  resolve  of  said  committee,  being  laid  before  Congrett 
and  read, 

Sesolveds  That  the  commandino;  officer  of  the  battalion  raised  in  Delaware 
flovernment,  be  directed  to  send  two  companies  of  said  battalion  to  Le^tf' 
town,  there  to  remain  in  the  service  of  the  continent  till  farther  orders. 

Resolvedf  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  and  empowered  to  fit  onti 
with  all  expedition,  two  armed  cutters,  for  the  service  of  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  blank  commissions  for  private  ships  of  war  and  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  signed  by  the  president,  be  sent  to  the  general  assen^blies, 
conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of  safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  to 
be  by  them  filled  up  and  delivered  to  the  persons  intending  to  fit  out  such  pri* 
vate  ships  of  war,  tor  making  captures  of  British  vessels  and  cargoes,  who  swH 
apply  for  the  same,  and  execute  the  bonds  which  shall  be  sent  with  the  siid 
commissions,  which  bonds  shall  be  returned  to  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  every  person  intending  to  set  forth  and  fit  out  a  private  sHr^ 
or  vessel  of  war,  and  applying  for  a  commission  or  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
prisal for  that  purpose,  shall  produce  a  writing  subscribed  by  him,  containing 
the  name  and  tonnage  or  burden  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  the  number  of  her  guns, 
with  their  weight  of  metal,  the  name  and  place  of  residence  of  the  owner  ot 
owners,  the  names  of  the  commander  and  other  officers,  the  number  of  the 
crew,  and  the  quantity  of  provisions  and  war-like  stores ;  which  writing  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  secretary  of  Congress,  or  to  the  clerk  .of  the  house  of  re- 
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presentatives,  comrention,  or  council,  or  committee  of  safetjr  of  the  colony  in 
which  the  ship  or  vessel  shall  be,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  said  secretary,  and 
shall  be  registered  by  him ;  and  that  the  commander  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  be- 
fore the  commission  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  may  be  eranted,  shall, 
together  with  sureties,  seal  and  deliver  a  bond,  in  the  penalty  of  five  thousand 
dotlarSy  if  the  vessel  be  of  one  hundred  tons  or  under,  or  ten  thousand  dollars, 
if  of  a  greater  burden,  payable  to  the  president  of  the  Congress,  in  trust  for 
the  use  of  the  United  Colonies,  with  conditioti  in  the  form  following,  to  wit  i 
**  The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  above  bounden  ,  who 
is  coDunander  of  the  ,  called  ,  belonging  to  ,  of  ,  in  the  colony 
of  ,  mounting  carriage  guns,  and  navigated  by  men,  and  who  hath 
applied  for  a  commission,  and  letters  of  marque  and  reprisa),  to  arm,  equip,  and 
let  forth  to  sea,  the  said  as  a  private  ship  of  war,  and  to  make  captures  of 
British  vessels  and  cargoes,  shall  not  exceed  or  transgress  the  powers  and  au- 
thorities which  shall  be  contained  in  the  said  commission,  but  shall,  in  all  things, 
observe  and  conduct  himself,  and  govern  his  crew,  by  and  according  to  we 
same,  and  certain  instructions  therewith  to  be  delivered,  and  such  other  in* 
structions  as  may  hereafter  be  given  to  him,  and  shall  make  reparation  for  all 
damages  sustained  by  any  misconduct  or  unwarrantable  proceedinss  of  him- 
self, or  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  said  ;  then  this  obligation  shiul  be  void, 
or  else  remain  in  force ;"  which  bond  shall  be  lodged  with  the  said  secretary  of 
Congress. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  instructions  to  the  commanders  of  private  shipf 
or  vessels  of  war,  were  recommitted,  brou8;ht  in  a  report,  which  being  taken 
into  consideration,  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

iMtmctJoos  to  the  oommandon  of  prirnte  ihim  or  Tesselt  of  war,  which  ihaU  ha^e  eommiationt  or 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  anthorizing  them  to  make  capturetjof  British  retails  and  cai^goet. 

1.  Ton  may,  by  force  of  arms,  attack,  subdue,  and  take  all  ships  and  other 
vessels  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  on  the  high  seas,  or  be- 
tween high  water  and  low  water  marks,  except  ships  and  vessels  bringing 
persons  who  intend  to  settle  and  reside  in  the  United  Colonies ;  or  bringing 
arms,  ammunition,  or  war-like  stores,  to  the  said  colonies,  for  the  use  of  such 
inhabitants  thereof  as  are  friends  to  the  American  cause,  which  you  shall  suffer 
to  pass  unmolested,  the  commanders  thereof  permitting  a  peaceable  search^ 
and  giving  satisfactory  information  of  the  contents  of  the  ladings,  and  destina-r 
tions  of  the  voyages. 

£•  You  may,  by  force  of  arms,  attack,  subdue,  and  take  all  ships  and  other 
vessels  whatsoever,  carrying  soldiers,  arms,  gunpowder,  ammunition,  provi- 
sions, Ar  any  other  contraband  goods,  to  any  of  tne  British  armies  or  ships  of 
war  employed  against  these  colonies. 

3.  You  shall  bring  such  ships  and  vessels,  as  you  shall  take,  with  their  guns, 
rkging,  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  ladings,  to  some  convenient  port  or  ports 
ofthe  United  Colonies,  that  proceedings  may  thereupon  be  had,  m  due  form^ 
before  the  courts,  which  are  or  shall  be  there  appointed  to  hear  and  determine 
causes  civil  and  maritime. 

4.  Yon,  or  one  of  your  chief  officers,  shall  bring  or' send  the  master  and 
pilot,  and  one  or  more  principal  person  or  persons  of  the  company  of  every 
skip  or  vessel  by  you  taken,  as  soon  after  the  capture  as  may  be,  to  the  judge 
or  judges  of  such  court  as  aforesaid,  to  be  examined  upon  oath,  and  make  an- 
swer to  the  interrogatories  which  may  be  propounded,  touching  the  interest  or 
property  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  and  her  lading ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  you  shall 
deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  judge  or  judges,  all  passes,  sea-briefs^ 
charter-parties,  bills  of  lading,  cockets,  letters,  and  other  documents  and  writ- 
iigs  found  on  board,  proving  the  said  papers,  by  the  affidavit  of  yourself,  or  of 
some  other  person  present  at  the  capture,  to  be  produced  as  they  were  rec^ved, 
without  fraud,  addition,  subdnction  or  embezzlement. 
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5.  You  shall  keep  and  preserve  ererj  ship  or  vessel,  ahd  cvgo,  bjra 
taken,  until  they  shall,  bj  a  sentence  of  a  court  properly  authorized,  k  id* 
judged  lawful  prizes ;  not  selling,  spoiling,  wasting,  or  diminishiDg  the  nv, 
or  breaking  the  bulk  thereof,  nor  suffering  an  v  such  thins;  to  be  done. 

6.  If  you,  or  any  of  your  officers  or  crew,  shall,  in  cold  blood,  kill  orniii, 
or  by  torture  or  otherwise,  cruelly,  inhumanly,  and,  contraiy  to  cqbm 
usage,  and  the  practice  of  civilized  nations  in  war,  treat  any  person  or  persw 
surprized  in  the  ship  or  vessel  you  shall  take,  the  offender  shall  be  sereitlT 
punished. 

7.  You  shall,  by  all  convenient  opportunities,  send  to  Congress  vnttenic- 
ODunts  of  the  captures  you  shall  make,  with  the  nutober  and  names  of  dKcip- 
tives,  copies  of  your  journal  from  time  to  time,  and  intelligence  of  vlutoaj 
occur  or  be  discovered  concerning  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  ihedudsa- 
tion,  motions^  and  operations  of  their  fleets  and  armies. 

8.  One-third,  at  least,  of  your  whole  company  shall  be  landsmen. 

9.  You  shall  not  ransom  any  prisoners  or  captives,  but  shall  dispose  of  to 
in  such  manner,  as  the  Congress,  or,  if  that  be  not  sitting,  in  the  coIodj  vbitk 
they  shall  be  brought,  as  the  general  assembly,  convention,  or  council,  or  cai- 
sUttee  of  safety,  of  such  colony  shall  direct. 

10.  You  shall  observe  all  such  further  instructions  as  Congress  dndl  bereif- 
ter  give  in  the  premises,  when  you  shall  have  notice  thereof. 

11.  If  you  shall  do  any  thing  contrary  to  these  instructions,  or  to  othos 
"hereafter  to  be  given,  or  willingly  suffer  such  thing  to  be  done,  voa  sbilliM 

only  forfeit  your  commission,  and  be  liable  to  an  action  for  the  breach  of  tk 
condition  of  your  bond,  but  be  responsible  to  the  party  grieved  for  dinips 
sustained  by  such  malversation. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  tressomss 
favor  of  James  Mease,  commissary,  for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania  bttUfio^ 
he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  auditor  of  accounts  be  at  the  rate  of  one  A*- 
simd  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  this  Cont^ss  will,  to-morrow  mornings  resolve  itself  iot^^ 
committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  consideration  tiie  trade  of  dw  United  C** 
lonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY.  Jptil  4.  ir?6. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurers  be  directed  to  take  colonel  Belleire's  ^ 
jftawB  on  some  of  his  friends  or  correspondents  in  Canada,  and  not  vf- 
'general  Carleton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  John  De  Hart,  for  provisions  furnished'  by  Archibald  Campbell,  tbe  ^ 
of  17.9  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

Resolved,  Thai  an  order  for  one  hundred  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasv^ 
in  favor  of  Mons.  Le  Fontaine,  for  lus  services  in  Canada. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  s  c^ 
niittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the  United CoIobA 
and,,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  simI^* 
Ifarrison  reported,  that  tbt  committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the  s^' 
ters  referreato  them,  and  had  come  to  sundry  resolutions,  which  he  wis(x^ 
ed  to  deliver  in. 

The  resolutions  agreed  to  bj  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress  b^ 
read. 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 
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The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  from  James  M'Rnighti 
and  the  letter  from  Alexander  M'Donnald,  George  Gillespie^  and  J.  W.  Saun- 
ders, brought  in  their  report^  which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

ResolvM,  That  the  committee  of  inspection  and  observation  of  the  county 
of  Burlington,  be  requested  to  make  safe  of  the  sloop  Sail  j,  whereof  the  said 
James  M'Knieht  was  prize-master,  and  which  was  lately  run  ashore  by  him, 
within  the  said  county,  together  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  fiirniture,  and  the 
cara;o  on  board,  at  public  auction;  and  after  deducting  the  charges  of  se* 
curmg  and  selling  the  same,  to  pay  one  moiety  of  the  surplus  to  the  said 
James  M'Knight  for  salvage,  and  retain  the  other  moiety  thereof  for  the  owner 
or  owners. 

That  Messrs.  Alexander  M'Donnald,  George  Gillespie,  and  J.  W.  Saundersi 
who  have  lately  come  into  the  colony  of  New-Jersey  from  the  British  West- 
India  islands,  where,  and  in  Great-Britain,  they  have  considerable  property  re- 
maining, be  excused  from  entering  into  the  militia  of  the  said  colony,  and  from 
signing  the  association ;  provided  always,  that  they  be^  in  all  otlier  respects, 
suDJect  to  the  like  taxes  and  regulations  with  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  said 
colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  best  ways  and  means  of  supplying 
the  army  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  wluch  was  read ;    . 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

JBesdoed,  That  the  sum  of  53  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mons.  St  Auiaire.  to 
be  deducted  out  of  his  nay. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

SATURDAY,  Mpnl  6,  1776. 

jResolvei,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  supply  captain  Romans 
with  twenty-four  muskets  for  the  use  of  his  company. 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colonel  St.  Clair  six  lbs. 
>f  powder  and  four  pounds  of  lead,  for  the  use  of  the  rifle  company  of  his  bat- 
;alion. 

The  Congress  resumed  t|ie  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  committee  of 
;lie  whole  ^  and  the  same  being  twice  read,  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  waB 
igreed  to  as.  follows : 

Jle$olved,  That  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  except  staves  and  empty 
'.asks,  other  than  shaken  or  knocked  down  casks  for  molasses,  may  be  exported 
rom  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  by  the  peo- 
)le  of  all  such  countries  as  are  not  subject  to  the  king  of  Great- Britain,  to  any 
)arts  of  the  world  which  are  not  under  the  dominion  of  the  said  king ;  provided, 
;hat  no  vessel  be  permitted  to  export  any  greater  number  of  shaken  or  knocked 
lown  molasses  casks,  than  the  same  vessel  is  capable  of  carrying  when  they 
ihall  be  filled  with  molasses. 

Hesolved,  That  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  except  such  as  are  of 
he  ^owth,  production,  or  manufacture  of,  or  brought  from  any  country  under  the 
lominion  or  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  and  except  Bast-India  tea,  may  be  im- 
ported from  any  other  parts  of  the  world  to  the  tlurteen  United  Colonies,  by  the 
nhabitants  thereof,  and  by  tlie  people  of  all  such  countries  as  are  not  subject 
o  the  said  king ;  liable,  however,  to  all  such  duties  and  impositions  as  now 
re,  or  may  hereafter  be  laid  bjr  any  of  the  said  colonies. 

Resolved^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  understood  to  prevoit  such 
(iture  commercial  reeulations  as  shall  be  thought  just  and  necessary  by  these 
Inited  Colonies,  or  their  respective  legislatures. 

Besolvedy  That  no  slaves  be  importdl  into  any  of  the  thirteen  United  Colo- 
ics. 

Mesolvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  and  conventions  in  the 
everal  colonies,  to  appoint  proper  ofiicers,  at  convenient  places  in  their  respec- 
ive  colonios,  totake  bonds,  in  adequate  penalties,  for  observing  the  regiilations 


906  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1776. 

made  by  the  Congress,  or  asBemblies,  or  conventions,  concerning  trade,  andk 
securing  the  observation  of  such  parts  of  the  association  as  are  not  incensbut 
therewith ;  and  that  the  obligor  shall,  within  eighteen  months  after  thedepr- 
ture  of  the  vessel,  produce  to  such  officers  a  certificate,  under  the  hands  uii 
seals  of  three  or  more  reputable  merchants,  residing  at  the  port  or  place  vIkr 
the  cargo  shall  be  delivered,  that  the  same  was  there  unladed,  and  take  mifr 
fests  upon  oath,  of  the  carooes  exported  and  imported,  and  keep  fairaccons 
and  entries'thereof,  give  bills  of  health  when  desired,  grant  regbters  sheviii 
the  property  of  the  vessels  cleared  out,  and  sign  certificates  that  the  reqoisite 
for  qualifying  vessels  to  trade  have  been  complied  with :  And  tfaattbeff6S<if 
the  said  officers  be  stated  by  the  respectiye  assemblies  or  conventieBs:  fro- 
vided  always,  that  no  prosecution  upon  any  of  the  said  bonds  shall  lie  cmb- 
menced  but  within  three  years  after  the  date  thereof. 

Resolved f  That  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  except  such  as  iremide 

{rizeof,  whioh  shall  be  imported  directl^'or  indirectly  from  6reat-Britam« 
reland,  into  any  of  these  United  Colonies,  contrary  to  the  rmlatioos  csts- 
blished  by  Congress,  shall  be  forfeited  and  disposed  of,  agreeable  to  svchnia 
as  shall  be  made  by  the  several  assemblies  or  conventions,  and  shaD  be  litblets 

Srosecution  and  condemnation  in  any  court  erected,  or  to  be  erected,  for  tlie 
etermination  of  maritime  affitirs,  in  the  colony  where  the  seizure  ahailbt 
made. 

^  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolati(n6r 
disposing  of  and  using  the  tea  now  in  these  colonies : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  M'Kean. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  du^,   ^ 

To  Robert  Erwin«  waeon-master,  for  William  M'Carty's  and  Richard  Kef^ 
t^ams,  to  Virgini^b  with  powder,  each  thirty  days,  and  ferriages,  tbtssski 
£50.5  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  fromeeneral  Schuyler,  of  the  rtkuj 
19th,  and  from  W.  Pauldins,  esq.  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  conTeDtwarf 
New-York,  of  the  26th  of  March  last,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  itf^ 
which  being  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  inspection  and  observation  of  Albaoj  ^ 
desired  to  examine,  state  and  settle  the  accounts  of  expenses  incurred  in  t^ 
taking  of  Ticonderc^and  Crown-Point,  which  shall  be  Wd  before  thembJ{^ 
neral  Schuyler,  and  report  the  same  to  Confl;ress. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affiiir  in  the  nortiiem  depirt 
ment  be  desired  to  assure  the  Indians  that  Congress  will  do  everjthiDe^ 
their  power  to  procure  goods  for  them,  and  hope  they  shidl  soon  accotnplisii^ 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Yates  be  appointed  secretary  to  the  commissioDers^' 
Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  and  be  allowed  at  the  rateoftv^ 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  by  the  year. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington  of  the  27th  of  March,  and 

A  letter  from  briaadier  general  Heath,  being  received  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  with  the  papers  encks 
ed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congress.  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  100,000  dollars  be  sent  to  New- York,  for  tbe^ 
of  the  army  there,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  committee  for  prisoners  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  oir  the  table. 

Resolved,  lliat  the  delegates  of  Virginia  be  directed  to  write  to  their  cod** 
tion,  or  committee  or  council  of  safetyrto  collect  and  forward  to  thetreasai** 
ot  the  United  Colonies,  what  gold  and  silver  they  can  procure,  and  to  dri** 
the  president  for  the  amount  thereof,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  for  talfj«* 
Mreighing  mne  pennyweight 
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The  committee  on  qualifications,  having  recommended  Samuel  Checkley,  as 
a  proper  person  to  fill  a  vacancy  of  an  ensign  in  the  third  Pennsylvania  bat- 
talion : 

Ordered,  That  a  commission  be  granted  to  the  said  Samuel  Checkley  ac- 
cordii^ly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Tuesday  next. 

TUESDAY,  JlprU  9,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  200,000  dollars  be  sent  to  New-York,  for  the  use 
of  the  continental  forces  there. 

A  list  of  prisoners  broueht  from  Canada  by  major  Zed  witz,  and  a  letter  of  the 
4th  from  John  Nelson,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Brunswick,  respecting 
prisoners  brought  to  that  place ;  also,  a  letter  from  colonel  Haslet,  of  tne  De- 
laware battalion,  being  laid  before  Congress,  and  read, 

Restdved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prisoners.' 

A  letter  of  the  5th,  from  captain  Brice,  a  prisoner  at  Brunswick,  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress  and  read ;  ^yhereupon, 

Resolved^  That  captain  Brice  be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  in  order 
to  consult  a  physician,  and  there  wait  the  orders  of  Congress.    . 

A  letter  oi  the  6th  of  March,  from  brigadier-general  Wooster,  and  a  letter 
of  the  26th  of  the  same  month  from  general  Schuyler,  were  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  read. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  1)f  an  auditor-general,  and  the  bal« ' 
lots  being  taken  and  examined, 

John  Gibson,  esq.  was  elected. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  pri- 
soners: whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  captain  Thomas  Gamble  be  not  exchanged,  tiiere  being  no 
eartel  settled. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Duncan  Campbell  be  permitted  to  reside  with  his 
wife  and  f&niily  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  in  New-Jersey. 

Resolved,  Tnat  the.  committee  on  prisoners  be  directed,  to  write  to  general 
Schuyler,  and  take  his  opinion  whether  Allan  M' Donald,  and  the  o^er  hostafies 
taken  in  Trjron  count;jr,  may,  consistent  with  the  public  safety,  be  permittea  to 
return  to  their  respective  homes  on  their  parole. 

Resolved,  That  a.list  of  the  prisoners  of  war  in  each  colony  be  made  out  and 
transmitted  to  the  house  of  assembly,  convention,  council,  or  committee  of 
safety  of  such  colony  respectively,  ana  that  they  be  authorized  and  requested  to 
cause  a  strict  observance  of  the  terms  on  which  such  prisoners  have  been  en- 
larged, and  also  to  take  edpecial  care  that  none  of  those  confined  bv  order  of 
Congress,  be  suffered  to  escape ;  and  also,  that  the  allowance  to  each  prisonec 
be  punctually  paid  by  the  president  of  the  convention,  or  of  the  council  or 
committee  of  safety  of  the  colony  in  which  he  resides ;  and  where  there  are  no 
conventions,  by  the  speakers  of  assembly,  which  said  presidents  or  speakers 
are  hereby  autiiorizea,  from  time  to  time,  to  draw  for  the  sums  advanced  in 
pursuance  of  this  resolution,  upon  the  president  of  Congress.  ^         ' 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  Present,  upon  subscribing  the  parole  or- 
dered, be  enlarged  from  his  present  confinement. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Lewis  Nicola,  for  repairs  done  at  the  old  gaol  in  this  city,  fitted  up  for 
the  reception  of  troops,  the  sum  of  226  dollars: 

To  Joseph  Pa^e,  for  his  service  in  attending  the  powder-wagons  to  Vir- 

S'nia,  the  sum  ol  ^d^doUars,  (wd  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Benjltmin 
arrison,  esq. 

To  Jacob  GarrigueSy  for  transcribing  minutcSi  letters,  &c.  for  Congress,  the 
sui^  of  48*2  dollars : 
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To  John  Bruce,  for  40S  tin  cartouch-boxet,  the  sam  of  174.2  doUan; 

To  John  Armer  and  Samuel  Allen»  for  Ining^ng  bamce,  &c.  beloogiiitto 
Messrs.  Dulfiunt  and  Gamilli,  from  New- York  to  Philadelphia,  tiiesomoi  21 
dollars,  and  that  the  same  (Might  to  be  paid  to  Samuel  Allen : 

To  sundry  persons,  for  horse  hire»  proyisions,  &C.  the  sum  of  UL5  Mn, 
and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  [wid  to  John  Alsop»  eS(^. 

To  Clement  Biddle,  for  provisions,  &c.  for  the  British  troops  of  the  Tdiul 
26th  regiments,  who  are  prisoners,  the  sum  of  294  dollars,  and  for  wimpu 
for  the  southern  department,  tlie  sum  of  59  dollars : 

To  Ludowic  Knhn,  for  boarding  part  of  captain  Ronum's  company  of  at- 
trosses,  the  sum  of  59.8  dollars : 

To  William  Shepherd,  for  two  horses  sold  by  him  to  general  Lee,  md  6r 
sundry  articles  of  gcers,  the  sum  of  175.7  dollars: 

To  Matthias  Slouch,  for  provisions  for  the  7th  and  26th  regiments  of  BnU 
troops,  from  the  26Si  February,  to  the  21st  March,  the  sum  of  195^  doiliis 

Chrdered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  naid. 

Lord  Sterling  having,  agreeable  to  tne  order  of  Congress  of  tte  19tkif 
March  last,  appoint^  persons  to  Value  the  boat  of  Michael  Kearney,  jftn*u^ 
transmitted  to  Congress  the  valuation  by  them  made,  amounting  to  725  doUw: 

Orderid,  That  the  same  be  paid  to  the  said  Michael  Kearney. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  JiprU  10, 1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  l^t  from  general  Washington,  were  laid  before  Ciuf^ 
and  read ;  also  a  letter  of  the  8th  from  John  Connolly. 
'   Utaolved,  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington  be  referred  to  a  c» 
mittee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  Indian  a&irs  in  the  middle  de^utoest, 
and  the  petition  of  captain  White-Eyes,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  repKti 
which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Begolved^  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  ixp^ 
ihent,  or  any  one  of  them,  be  desired  to  employ,  for  reasonable  salaries,  tv* 
nister  of  the  gospel,  to  reside  among  the  Delaware  Indians,  and  instrvct  tijei 
in  the  Christian  religion ;  a  school -master  to  teach  their  you  threading,  writo^ 
and  arithmetic  ;  also,  a  blacksmith  to  do  the  woric  of  the  Indians  in  theni^ 
die  department. 

BesUved^  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  d^* 
ment,  be  desired  to  provide,  at  the  exjiense  of  the  United  Colonies,  for^ 
entertainment  of  the  sachems  and  warriors  of  the  Indians,  and  their  attest 
ants  and  messengers,  with  the  accustomed  hospitality,  when  ^jr  <^b^  ^ 
Pittsburg,  to  treat,  or  give  inteil^nce  of  public  affairs,  or  upon  a  visit 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  be  desired  to  icquii^ 
the  Indians  in  their  respective  departments^  that  Congress  have  formed  a  pi^* 
for  importing  goods  to  supply  their  necessitica  s 

That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  aflairs  be  desired  to  enquire,  and  r^ 
the  cause,  of  the  discontent  of  the  Indians  in  the  middle  department,  ^ 
measures  may  be  pursued  to  restore  quiet  and  harmony,  and  to  use  Ib^^' 
most  endeavors,  in  the  mean  time,  to  prevent  hostilities. 

Resolved,  Tilat  although  the  prosperity  of  Dartmoudi  college,  in  the  coli«7 
of  New- Hampshire,' is  a  desirable  olgect,  it  is  neither  seasonable  nor  jt^^ 
to  contribute  towards  its  relief  or  support,  out  of  the  puUic  treasuir* 

Besolved^^h^t  so  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  a  treaty  be  held  betv^ 
the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  and  the  ntxf^ 
of  Indians  to  the  westward  ;  and  that  the  said  commissioners  be  desired  to  ip 
Boint  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  for  that  puipoee,  ttd  p?e  the  laditf) »' 
formation  thereof. 
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Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  captain  George  Morgan,  Eneas  Mackaj, 
sq.  and  cdptfiin  John  Neville,  to  adjust  ^nd  determine  all  matters  of  differ- 
lUce  between  Coauataginta,  or  captain  Whitc-Ejes,  and  Messrs.  Bernard 
ixratz  and  Michael  Gratz ;  and  that  the  arbitrators,  in  case  either  of  the  par- 
ies to  whom  it  is  recommended  to  submit  to  their  award,  shall  refuse  to  abide 
liereby,  report  the  reasons  of  such  refusal,  with  a  state  of  the  case,  andAnj 
)ther  matters  thiey  shall  think  fit,  to  Congress. 

That  disputes  which  shall  arise  between  any  of  the  white  people  and  the 
Indians  in  their  dealings,  (if  the  latter  will  consent)  be  determined  by  arbi* 
xators,  chosen,  one  by  each  of  the  parties,  and  another  by  the  commissioners 
br  Indian  affaira,  or  when  they  are  absent,  by  the  agent  in  the  department 
vhere  the  Indian  party  resides. 

The  Congress  tnen  (proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  agent  for  Indian  affairs  in 
ihe  nuddle  aepartment,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

George  Morgan,  esq.  was  elected, 

SesoTved,  That  the  sum  of  300  dollars  be  presented  to  captain  White-Eyes. 

Resolved^  That  George  Morgan,  esq.  the  agent  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  mid- 
lie  department,  be  empowered  to  purchase  for  captain  White-Eyes,  two 
lorses  with  two  saddles  and  bridles,  and  that  the  treasurers  be  directed  to  pay 
o  the  said  George  Morgan,  a  sum  not  exceeding  100  dollars  for  defraying  the 
expenses  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  speech  be  delivered  to  captain  Wmte-Eyes  to* 
norrow  morning. 

*  Bbother  captain  WarrE'EYEs, 

*'  We  have  not  been  unmindful  of  our  promise  made  to  you  and  your  na- 
ion,  the  I6th  of  December.  We  now  thank  you  for  your  speech  to  us  tiie  Sd 
^f  last  month. 

^  Brothers,  th^  Delawares, 

**  At  the  council -fire,  at  Pittsbure,  last  fall,  and  since  by  our  brother  cap- 
ain  White-Eyes,  who  hath  been  all  the  winter  with  us,  you  requested  our 
ssistance  to  promote  peace,  and  useful  knowledge  among  you,  particularly 
he  knowledge  of  the  christian  religion.  We  rejoice,  brothers,  to  fiad  you 
hus  disposed,  and  will,  as  early  as  we  can,  provide  a  suitable  minister,  and 
chool-master,  and  a  sober  man  to  instruct  you  in  agriculture.  These  things 
re  agree  to  do,  brothers,  at  your  request,  and  to  convince  ;^ou  that  we  wish  to 
dvance  your  happiness,  and  that  there  may  be  a  lasting  union  between  us,  and 
hat,  as  you  express  it,  we  may  become  one  people.  The  introduction  of  use- 
ul  arts  among  you  will  be  effected,  we  apprehend,  by  encouraging  handicraft 
men  to  settle  and  reside  in  your  country.  The  method  of  doing  this,  must  be. 
eft  to  your  own  discretion. 

'  BnoTBEis, 

<(  We  desire  you  will  make  it  known  among  all  the  Indian  nations  to  the 
restward,  that  we  are  determined  to  cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with  them, 
nd  that  we  will  endeavor,  by  making  the  best  regulations  in  our  power,  to  pre- 
ent  any  of  ourpeo^e  wronging  them  in  any  manner,  or  taking  their  lands; 
nd  that  we  will  stnve  to  put  uie  tra^le  between  us  on  such  a  tooting,  as  will 
ecure  the  peace,  and  prompte  the  interest  of  all  parties ;  and  we  expect,  that 
11  the  wise  men  of  every  Indian  nation,  will  use  their  influence  for  the  same 
urpose. 

Brothers, 

'*  We  have  named  Geoi^  Morgan,  esq.  as  agent  under  our  commissioners 
>r  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  and  we  desire  you  will  confer 
'ith  him  on  whatever  business  you  may  have  with  us*  We  hope  you  will  in- 
^rm  him  of  all  puUic  matters.    We  recommend  him  to  your  friendship. 
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«<  BftOTHERS, 

**  You  tell  us,  that  your  uncles,  oar  brothers,  the  Wiandots,  haTe  pei 
jour  nation  a  large  tract  of  country,  comprehend^  between  the  riyer  Obion 
the  south,  the  west  branch  of  tne  river  Muskingham  and  Sandasky  on  ^ 
west,  Lake  Erie  on  the  north,  and  Presque-Isle  on  the  east : 

Brothers, 
Hearken  to  our  advice.  As  we  are  informed  that  your  uncles,  oar  Mkr, 
the  Six  Nations,  claim  most  of  those  lands,  we  recommend  it  to  you  to  obtiia 
their  approbation  of  this  grant  to  you  from  the  Wiandots  in  public  cosncil,  and 
have  it  put  on  record.  Such  a  step  will  prevent  uneasiness  and  jeiloasr  on 
their  part,  and  continue  the  confidence  ana  friendship  which  subsists  betveea 
you  and  tliem.  We  wish  to  promote  the  lasting  peace  and  hapinness  of  ill 
our  brothers,  the  Indian  nations,  who  live  with  us*  on  this  great  island.  Ab 
far  as  your  settlement  and  security  may  depend  upon  us»  you  may  be  assured 
of  our  protection.  We  shall  take  all  the  care  in  our  pawcr,  thatnointemp* 
tion  or  disturbance  be  eiven  you  by  our  people,  nor  shul  any  of  them  be  suf- 
fered, by  force  or  fraua,  to  deprive  you  of  any  of  your  lands,  or  to  settle  tixs 
without'afur  purchase  from  you,  and  your  free  consent.  If,  contmy  to  nt 
intention,  any  injury  should*  be  offered  to  you  by  any  of  our  people,  infora 
us  of  it,  and  we  shall  l>e  always  ready  to  procure  you  satistactioB  ui 
redress. 
'**  Brother  captain  WnrrE-EYEs, 

We  desire  you  will  inform  your  nation,  your  uncles  the  Six  NatioDS»  d 
Wiandots,  your  grand  children  the  Shawanese,  and  all  the  other  nations,  flBi 
you  have  seen  and  heard  among  us,  and  exhort  them. to  keep  fast  hdd  of  d» 
covenant-chain  of  friendship,  which  we  have  so  lately  repaired  and  strei^ 
ened.  As  you  are  now  about  to  depart,  we  present  you  with  some  mosej  tobij 
dothes  and  necessaries,  and  pay  your  expenses,  and  we  wish  you  a  good  joff- 
ney,  and  bid  you  farewell. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jlpril  11,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th,  from  general  Putnam,  at  new-Tork,  with  sundrj  pap^ 
enclosed,  was  presented  to  Congress^  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasorefs  > 
favour  of  Carpenter  Wharton,  commissary,  for  the  use  of  the  Peniisjlnott 
battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  dhere  is  due. 

To  lieutenant'Colonel  Zed witz,  for  expenses  in  .curing  a  wound  received  if 
him  in  falling  from  the  wails  of  Quebec,  and  his  expenses  from  thence  toFlu^ 
delphia,  the  sum  of  S55.6  ddlars : 

Xo  John  Hales,  for  carriage-hire,  &c.  for  the  commissioners  going  to  CaqVA 
the  sum  of  £SS  dollars : 

To  Oliver  Wolcott.  esq.  for  his  expenses  in  attending  a  treaty  with  i^^ 
Nations  at  Albany,  the  sum  of  60  doliats : 

To  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  for  attending  the  prisoners  at  Reading,  tiie  s^^ « 
76.6  dollars ;  and  for  medicines,  &c.  provided  for  the  troops  in  the  vam 
department,  the  sum  of  134.6  dollars,  amounting,  together,  to  the  sua 
SI  1.2  dollars. 

To  the  following  persons  for  boarding,  ftc.  gen.  Lee's  guard,  viz 


Bichard  Jacobs,  the  sum  of  6^  ddls. 
Urillum  Staddlemu,  7.4 

'WmiamM'Dowell,  3.4 

Uiwrence  Fegan,  8.4 

To  captiun  Long,  for  so  much  advanced  by  him  to  captain  John  Vfi^ 
one  of  the  rifle  companies,  the  sum  of  10.7  dollars : 


Jacob  Wyncoop,  13.6  dofc 

Michael  GalUighet^  1.8 

John  Kerfin,    *  8.6 

Chatles  Stultz,  3.r 
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Ordered^  That  the  said  accounta  be  p^d. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  allow,  for  the  support  of  the  hostages 
>ent  bj  general  Schuyler  from  Tryon  county,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  a  week. 

Resolved,  That  two  new  memhiersbe  added  to  the  cannon  committee,  in  tiie 
room  of  two  who  are  absent : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  .  directed  to  supply  the  del«Aies 
of  Maryland  with  one  ton  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  the  inhalntaRta  of  tiie 
Bastem  Shore,  in  that  colony. 

Resolved,  That  tiie. committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylyania,^  be  requested  tb 
provide  proper  barracks  or  quarters  for  such  of  the  continental  troops,  as  may 
ye,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  city  of  PUladelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  at  New-Tork  be  directed  to  didckaige 
the  militia  of  New-Jersey  who  are  in  the  pay  of  the  continent : 

That  the  commanding  officer  at  New-Vork  be  directed  to  dischai^^  this 
whole,  or  such  parts  of  the  militia  of  New- York  and  Connecticttt.  now  m  the 
pay  of  the  continent,  as  the  public  service  will  permit. 

A  petition  from  Eliphalet  Dyer  and  William  Williams,  in  behalf  of  the 
:olony  of  Connecticut,  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read,  setting  forth,  that 
iie  colony  has  advanced  large  sums  of  money  for  the  continent  over  and 
ibove  what  have  been  paid  them  ;  that  tho'  they  have  used  their  utmost  dili- 
gence, they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  prepare  a  full  state  of  their  accounts  to 
ay  before  Congress,  and  as  their  treasury  is  exhausted,  and  the  colony  and  die 
)ublic  interest  in  danger  of  suffering  for  want  of  supplies,  praying  that  the 
[Congress  would  advance  to  the  colony  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  law- 
al  money,  inpart  of  their  advances. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  166,666  2-3  dollars  be  advanced  to  this  colony  of 
[Connecticut,  on  account  of  their  advances  for  the  service  of  the  continent,  the 
laid  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Captain  White-Eyes  being  called  in,  the  speech  was  delivered  to  1dm,  and 
he  money  paid. 

Resolvea,ThtLiMtj  dollars  be  paid  to  Isaac  Stille  the  interpreter. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  conventions  and  committees  or 
councils  of  safety  of  Virginia  and  North -Carolina,  to  provide  for  the  mainten* 
ince  and  security  Of  such  of  the  enemy  as  are  made  prisoners  in  their  colonies, 
igreeable  to  the  regulations  of  Congress  for  the  support  of  prisonerSf  and  that 
:he  expense  thereof  be  defrayed  by  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enauire  into  the  tnith 
>f  the  report  respecting  governor  Tryon's  exacting  an  oatn  from  perdons  ^- 
ing  by  the  packet,  ana  to  ascertain  fiie  fact  by  affidavits  taken  before  a  chief 
ustice,  or  otner  chief  manstrate. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wydie,  and  Mr.  Wilson. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  sum  of  thirty  dollars  be  advanced  to  Joim  Harkneas^  a 
grounded  soldier,  who  was  discharged  at  Cambridge  without  any  pay. 

Information  being  given  that  Mr.  Hewes,  a  prisoner,  has  been  defrauded  of 
i  lai^  quantity  of  goods. 

Reived,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enqniie  into  Ae  trotfi 
>f  this  matter,  and  report  to  Congress: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  M^Kean,  Mr.  HmitingtoD,  and  Mr.  Duaae.  , 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  John  ^ord  was  referred,  brai|^t 
ji  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  assemblies,  eoaventioofl, 
ind  committees  or  councils  of  safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  use  their  best 
mdeavors  in  communicating  to  foreign  nations  the  resolutions  of  Congress  re-« 
ative  to  trade 


Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 
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FRIDAY,  AprU  Id,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  Slst  March,  from  W.  H.  Drayton,  president  of  the  conm- 
tiomof  South-Carolina,  with  a  copy  of  the  act  of  parliament  prohibitiDg  ill 
trade  and  commerce  with  the  American  colonies:  also, 

A  letter,of  the  10th  instant,,  from  col.  John  Haslet,  enclosing  aaaccoutef 
the  engagement  between  the  detachment  of  the  Delaware  batUlion  at  Leii^ 
and  a  tender  of  the  Roeback ;  also  informing  that  another  company  iswiiite^ 
at  Lewistown,  and  that  he  has  ordered  one  to  march  thither,  were  laid  befm 
Congress,  and  read : 

lUsolved,  That  the  conduct  of  colonel  Haslet,  in  ordering  another  coopuj 
to  Lewistown,  be  approved. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  James  Hunter  u tit 
person  to  fill  the  oldest  vacancy  of  second  lieutenant,  and  Joel  Westcoatiai 
suitable  person  to  fill  the  second  oldest  vacancy  of  second  lienteaaat  in  ^ 
third  Pennsylvania  battalion. 

Resolved^  That  commissions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Mesolved,  That  the  treasurers  be  directed  to  pay  Mr.  Price,  tne  sum  of  IfiiXB 
dollars  in  specie,  in  part  of  the  sum  ordered  to  be  adv.anced  to  him  and  Mr. 
Haywood. 

A  petition  from  colonel  James  Easton  was  presented  to  Congress  and  itid: 

Raolvei,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  choste,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

Resolved,  That  the  assemblies,  conventions,  and  committee^or  councils  t( 
safety  of  the  colonies  respectively,  in  which  prisoners  are  or  shall  choose,  orbe 
appointed  to  reside,  be  empower^  to  remove  such  prisoners  from  [ilace  toplvt 
'  within  the  same  colonies,  as  often  as  to  such  assemblies,  conventions,  qtcm- 
mittees  or  councils  of  safety,  respectively,  it  shall  seem  proper,  having  regs^ 
to  the  former  resolutions  of  Congress  concerning  prisoners. 

Reaelved,  That  Mr.  Alexander  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  c« 
mittee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Chase,  who  is  absent.    • 

A  memorial  from  the  Scotch  hostages  was  presented  to  Congress  and  rea^^ 

Remflvedf  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Henry  Holler*  for  rifles  and  cash  furnished  to  captain  Nelson's  coopiaj 
of  rifle-men,  the  sum  of  364.8  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  said  company;  uw^ 
provisions  for  said  company,  the  sum  of  171.3  dollars;  and  for  necessiQ^ 
provided  for  prisoners  at  Reading,  1203  dollars;  and  for  his  pay  as qoif^i^' 
master  in  procuring  provisions,  59  dollars;  ibr  provisions  made  forrecenisf 
'  the  prisoners  from  Johnstown,  the  sum  of  240  dollars;  for  expresses  and  m 
dental  charges,  the  sum  of  62.9  dollars ;  the  whole  amounting  to  2101  doUm- 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to, ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JiprU  IS,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  irtmr^^ 
favor  of  James  Mease,  commissary,  for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania  \amv^ 
he  to  be  accountable* 

Mr.  Mease  having  aptilied  to  Congress  for  advice  how  to  conduct  hiffiseltis 
>*  paying.the  sixth  Pennsylv|nia  battalion,  . 

'  Resolved,  That  the  qumes  propounded  by  Mr.  Mease,  be  r^eiredtop 
committee  for  procuring  fire-arms. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due,  .^ 

To  Robert  Erwin,  the  balance  of  his  account  for  wagon-hire,  the  fsm  « ^ 
«^llara. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  pud. 
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A  petition  from  the  committees  of  the  townships  of  Walpack*  Sandjstone) 
ind  Montague,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  in  New  Jersey,  was  presented  to  Con- 
>;ress  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  tKe  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs, 
who  are  members  of  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  resolution  for  the  sale  and  consumption 
of  the  teas  now  in  these  colonies,  brought  in  the  same«  which  was  reaa  and 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas,  by  the  third  article  of  the  association  entered  into  by  the  late  Con- 
tinental Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  d4th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  1774,  it  was  agreed,  that,  from  tfiat  day,  the  inhabitants' of  the  united 
Colonies  *'  would  not  purchase  nor  use  any  tea  imported  on  account  of  the 
East-India  company,  or  any  on  which  a  duty  had  been  or  should  be  paid,  and 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  then  next  following,  they  would  not  pur- 
chase or  use  any  East-India  tea  whatever:"  And  whereas,  it  has  been  repre- 
sented to  this  Congress,  that  the  time,  as  aforesaid  limited  for  the  consumption 
of  the  tea  then  on  band,  was  too  short;  whereby  many  zealous  friends  to  the 
American  cause,  who  had  imported  largd  quantities  of  that  commodity,  with 
design  not  merely  to  advance  their  fortunes,  but  to  counteract  the  plan  then 
pursued  by  the  ministry,  and  India  company,  to  introduce  and  sell  in  these 
colonies  tea  subject  to  duty,  are  likely  to  become  ^reat  sufferers ;  the  greater 
part  of  the  estates  of  many  of  them  being  vested  m  that  article,  and  they,  by 
that  means,  rendered  incapable  not  only  of  paying  their  debts  and  maintaining 
their  families,  but  also  of  vigorously  exerting  themselves  in  the  service  of  their 
country :  And  whereas,  it  was  originally  the  design  of  Consress,  that  all  India 
tea,  which  had  been  imported  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  we  said  association* 
might  be  sold  and  consumed,  but  the  time  limited  for  that  purpose  proving  too 
short; 

Resolved,  That  all  India  tea,  imported  as  afpresaid,  expressly  excepting  all 
teas  imported  by  or  on  account  of  tne  East-India  company,  now  remaining  on 
hand  in  these  colonies,  be  sold  and  used  s 

And  whereas,  from  the  future  importation  of  tea  being  prohibited,  some  tea- 
holders  may  be  tempted  to  availthemselves  of  the  scarcity  which  will  be  occa- 
sioned by  it,  and  exact  exorbitant  prices  for  an  article  of  littie  real  value  in  it- 
self, and  which  owes  its  wortii  to  a  habit,  in  many  respects,  pernicious  to  the 
inhabitants  of  these  colonies. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  Bohea  tea  ought  not  to  be  sold  by  retail  in  the 
smallest  quantities,  at  a  higher  price,  in  any  colony,  than  at  the  rate  of  three- 
fourth  parts  of  adoHar  per  pouna ;  and  other  teas  at  such  a  price  as  shall  be  re- 
g;ulatea  by  the  committees  of  the  town  or  county  where  the  tea  is  sold ;  and 
that  all  persons  who  shall  either  give  or  take  a  greater  price  for  it,  ought  to  be 
considered  as  enemies  to  the  American  cause,  and  treated  accordingly.  And 
it  is  earnestiy  recommended  to  all  committees  of  inspection  and  observation, 
as  well  to  be  vigilant  in  carrying  this  resolve  into  execution,  as  those  which 

Srohibit  the  importation  of  India  tea  from  any  part  of  the  world,  it  beinff  the 
esire  of  Congress  to  exclude  all  teas,  except  such  as  may  make  part  of  the 
cargoes  of  prizes  taken  by  ships  of  war  or  privateers  belonging  to  thede  colo- 
nies. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Hartley  one  quarter  cask  of  powder,  to  repay  so  much  by  him  borrowed 
for  the  use  ot  the  continent. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  safety  of 
New-Jersey,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed,  signed  by  the  president,  and  trans- 
mitted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  representation  and  queries  of  James 
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If eaie»  retpectiiig  the  sislh  battalion  of  troopa  comaaadod  by  ooWoel  Iim 
braught  in  their  report,  which  waa  read :  Wliereupea, 

Baolvedt  That  die  certificates  of  magistrates,  or  other  res{|ectaUe  inhibitufi 
of  the  coantT  of  Cuii^ierlaiid,  who  jiave  inapectod  and  exanimed  tbecompuie 
of  tiie  aaid  battalion,  shall,  in  this  instance,  justify  the  pay-naster  in  paji^ 
isck  oompaiiieSf  ngroeable  to  the  said  certificates,  the  BmaterHnaster  being  at 
aentt 

That  the  svpemumerary  priTates  that  have  been  inUsted,  and  anarnedd 
dodied,  be  oontinned  and  paid :        • 

That  the  officers  in  the  said  battalion  be  paid  for  their  SHbMSteaceaicetlK 
recntiting  service  has  been  over,  at  the  rates  used  in  other  battalions: 

That  &e  olaim  of  the  ensign  in  captain  Wilson's  company  topsjudsib* 
iiatence  from  tiie  time  of  entering  into  actaal  senrice,  be  allowed. 

Aesotoed,  That  the  auurine  committee  be  empowered  to  build  tw9gallie,ct* 
ndde  of  carrying  each  two  d6  or  42  pounders,  to  oppose  the  enem; 's  vesiebii 
oayt  and  harbors. 

Mmohftdf  That  the  committee  for  casting  cannon  be  directed  ts  cootridk 
the  casting  forty  howitxers,  with  a  eafficient  quantity  of  shells.  ^ 

The  committee  appointed  to  tdce  into  consideration  the  a|iplicatioDrfJi>s 
Hnghes,  lato  townnnu^er  of  Montreal,  and  now  one  of  the  prisoners  of  tbeir* 
taen  United  Colonies,  bronghtin  their  report*  wherein  they  repreaeat, 

<<  Thai  ft  appears  to  them  that  Mrs.  Huj^es,  the  wife  or  the  said  Jisa 
Huf^s,  OB  or  about  Am  5th  of  February  last,  baiguned  with  a  certus  Jika 
West,  for  divers  goods  and  merchaodiae,  in  her  posseeaion,  at  Mentnil.ft' 
whidi  the  aaid  West,  as  the  said  J.  Hushes  alleges,  anreed  to  pay  ^^905 11  % 
aiteilingmonev  of  Oreat-Britain,  and  ^151  1  9,  Haluax  ourrencj,  id  loMa' 
ailver,  to  aaid[  Hughes,  within  ei^teen  days  from  that  time ; upon  whtchpij 
ment  beinj;  made,  the  goods  were  to  be  delivered  at  Albany,  to  the  sud  W^ 
by  a  certaan  John  Stevenson,  at  Albany,  to  whom  diey  were  to  be  seotst^ 
expense  of  the  said  West :  that  the  said  West  paid  tothe  said  Httriies940(kil^ 
lars,  in  part ;  but  it  was,  as  the  said  Hu^es  alleges,  agreed,  that  u  die  itfi^ 
of  the  money  was  not  paid  within  the  time  limiM,  then  the  240  dollais  wm 
to  be  forfeited,  and  the  goods  not  to  be  delivered ;  that  the  goods  sniped  itil 
bany,  and  were  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  whoi,  |^  the  Uth  ofMso 
last,  by  some  means  or  other,  was  induced  to  deliver  the  goods  to  West,t)M>p 
he  paid  no  money ;  that  the  said  West  gave  a  bond  to  the  said  Steveo80B,piJ' 
nUe  to  tim  aaid  nucfaes,  for  |gl609  18  8,  eontinental  cnrrency,  on  &e  9tM 
April,  instant,  without  any  authority  from  the  s^  Hughes,  as  be  alleges  ;t» 
the  aaid  West  proceeded  with  the  goods,  immediately  on  the  recdpt  of  i^ 
to  some  of  the  eastern  colonies,  and,  it  is  apprehended,  to  Connecticut,  ^f 
4ho  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  said  Hughes  nmy  j^obaM,^^ 
bis  debt  from  West,  without  the  interposition  of  Congress^  or  thev  perai^ 
to  him  to  eo  in  pursuit  of  the  said  West  a"  Whereupon,  ,  , 

Hmohm,  That  governor  Trumbull,  of  the  colony  of  Connecticat.  be  i^ 
to  direct  tte  most  eSectoal  method,  according  to  law,  to  be  taken,  6r  s^^ 
j|he  person  of  Jabes  West,  or  his  eiects,  to  the  value  of  the  debt  due  ta  J<^ 
Hupiea*  if  either  can  be  found  in  hia  geYernmeni;  mid  to  see  that  fis6»^ 
done  in  the  premises. 

A^ioiunod  to  ten  o'^ock  on  Monday  next* 

MONDAY,  .^^  15,  irre. 

A  lett^  of  the  4ih  from  general  Washington,  encfosing  a  letter  froa^ 
emor  Cooket  and  an  account  of  the  powder  supplied  the  army  at  Canbn^ 

Sthe  colony  of  Masaadiusetto-Bajr,  from  the  iOth  of  June  liat;  s^*^ 
the  2d  from  general  Schuyler,  with  eight  papers  enclosed,  being  laid  v^ 
Ceogress^  a^d  rend, 
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Besolvedt  That  the  said  letters*  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Wythe»  Mr.  Harrison,  aind  Mr.  S^  Adams. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  from  the  committees  of  Walpack,  &c. 
was  referred,  brought  in  their  r^it,  whiqh  was  agreed  to:  Whereupon, 

Resolvedi  That  an  order  be  drawn,  by  the  chairman  of  tiie  secret  committee, 
QpoD  Henry  Wisner,  esq.  in  favor  of  the  petitioners,  for  2001b.  of  powder, 
they  paying  for  the  same : 

That  1000  flints  be  delivered  to  the  petitioners : 

That  the  petitioners  be  desired  to  send  Garret  Broadhead,  esq.  to  the  near* 
eat  Indian  settlement,  in  order  to  discover  whether  any  uneasiness  subsists 
amoD^  the  Indians  in  that  part  of  the  country ;  and,  if  it  subsists,  from  what 
cause  it  arises : 

That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  president  of  the  Congress  to  general  Schuy- 
ler, to  inform  him  of  the  apprehension  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  western  boun- 
daries of  New-Jersey  from  the  Indians,-  to  request  him  to  direct  proper  en* 
quiries  to  be  made,  whether  there  be  any  foundation  for  such  apprehensions. 

The  Consress,  ^kinsinto  consideration  Hie  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
petition  of  John  Secoro, 

Resolved,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  petition  be  transmitted  to  the 
B;overnor  of  Connecticut;  that  he  be  requested  to  cause  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  thitb  of  the  facts  therein  stated ;  and,  if  found  true,  that  it  be  recom- 
mended, to  him  to  cause  restitution  to  be  made  to  the  petitioner. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  again  recommended  to  the  settiers  at  Wyoming  and 
:he  Susquehanna  river,  as  well  those  under  Pennsylvania  as  those  under  Con- 
lecticut,  to  cultivate  harmony,  to  consider  themselves  as  jointiy  interested  in 
Jie  event  of  the  American  cause,  and  not,  by  mutual  acts  of  violence  or  op- 
pression, to  injure  that  union  that  happily  subsists  between  all  the  colonies, 
ind  on  which  their  welfare  so  much  depends. 

Resolved,  That  ihe  secret  committee  be  directed  to  supply  the  inhabitanta 
»f  Monmouth  county,  in  New-Jersey,  with  SOOlb.  of  powder,  tiiey  paying  for 
be  same. 

Sesolvedj  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolution^ 
vhereby  pmona  resident,  havinjg;  praperty  in  America,  who  assist  any  of  the 
tnemies  of  the  United  Colonies  m  the  capture  of  vessels  or  goods,  may  be  made 
iable  to  make  good  the  dcmaees  to  the  sufferers : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

A  petition  from  Moses  Kirkland,  a  prisoner,  was  presented  to  Congress, 
ixid  read: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prisoners. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
he  ways  and  means  of  aurolyinc  the  troops  in  Canada ; 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  THat  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  directed  to  purchase  bills  of 
ixchange  to  tiie  amount  of  three  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  deliver  the  same 
o  Mr.  Price ;  and  that  Mr.  Morris  be  inaemnified.ror  any  loss  that  may  arise 
rom  endorsing  them : 

That  the  sum  of  13,S53*S  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Price,  to  be  employed 
J  him  in  the  service  of  the  continent,  in  Canada,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolvedy  That  the  officers  of  the  rifle  battalion,  and  independent  rifle  com* 
lanies,  be  authorized  and  directed  to  recruit  the  said  battalion  and  companies, 
nd  iniist  the  men  as  speedily  as  possible ;  and  that  their  re-inlistment  be  for 
wo  7ears  from  the  etmration  of  their  present  term,  liable  to  be  discharged 
ooner,  if  Congress  shall  think  proper,  upon  receiving  a  month's  pay  advance. 

A  petition  from  Thomas  LoMuing,  jun.  in  behalf  of  the  committee  of  inspec- 
ioD  tor  the  county  of  Cape-May,  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read,  setting 
)rth  the  defmoeiesa  state  of  that  part  of  the  country,  and  praying  for  a  sup- 
\y  of  powder  and  leadt  and  that  two  compiuiies  of  tue  contmontal  foixes  may 
le  stationed  there. 
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Resolved,  That  the  prajer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  April  16,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  fi^m  commodore  E.  Hopkins,  enclosing  a  list  of  tkecsn- 
non  and  stores  brought  from  Providence ;  and  a  letter  of  the  14tfa  from  tk 
committee  of  Baltimore,  enclosing  copies  of  intercepted  letters  from  the  seat* 
tarj  of  state  to  governor  Eden ;  also,  a  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Thomis, 
were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  secretary  publish  an  extract  of  the  letter  fromcoDmo- 
dore  Hopkins. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  letter  from  the  committee  of 
Baltimore,  and  the  papers  enclosed,  came  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas  information  has  been  this  day  laid  before  Congress,  from  wiiicii 
there  is  great  reason  to  believe,  that  Robert  Eden,  esij.  governor  of  MarjlM 
has  lately  carried  on  a  correspondence  with  the  British  ministry,  highly  dia- 
gerous  to  the  liberties  of  Amenca ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  council  of  safety  of  Maryland  be  ea^lestiJr^ 
quested,  immediately  to  cause  the  person  and  papers  of  governor  Eden  to  be 
seized  and  secured,  and  such  of  the  papers  as  relate  to  the  American  dlsputE, 
without  delay,  conveyed  safely  to  Congress ;  and  that  copies  of  the  intercepted 
letters  from  the  secretary  of  state,  be  enclosed  to  the  said  council  of  safety. 

Resolved,  That  the  eouncil  of  safety  of  Maryland  be  requested  to  caase&e 
person  and  papers  of  Alexander  Ross  to  be  immediatelj  seized  andseciirei 
and  that  the  papers  be  sent  safely  to  Congress. 

And  to  prevent  the  said  Alexander  Ross  having  any  opportunity  to  escajie. 

Resolvea,  That  the  like  request  be  made  to  the  committees  ofobsemtna 
for  Baltimore  and  Frederick  counties  in  Maryland,  in  one  of  which  coantifi 
the  said  Alexander  Ross  probably  now  is. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due,  * 

To  Isaac  Melchior,  for  expenses  from  Montreal  to  Philadelphia,  mclodii^ 
a  part  of  St.  Luke  La  Come's  expenses  to  Albany,  the  sum  of  34.7  dollars: 

To  Leonard  Melchior,  for  boanling  MVonald  twenty  days,  the  sum  of  1$ 
dollars : 

To  William  Chew,  for  ridine  express  to  North-Carolina  and  back,  in* 
cludinv  ferriages,  the  sum  of  90  dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  bepaiiis 
J.  Hughes,  esq. 

To  Samuel  Purviance,  jun.  the  sum  of  133.3  dollars,  money  advanced  ^ 
colonel  Charles  Beaty  to  captain  James  Grier,  and  that  the  sameou^ttoi 
paid,  and  charged  to  the  said  James  Grier : 

)    To  Anthony  Tricker  for  boarding  Donald  M*Donald,  and  others  of  the  Sc^ 
prisoners,  taken,  by  general  Schuyler,  near  Johnstown,  the  sum  of  150dolli|^= 

To  Peletiah  Webster,  for  purchasing  goods  fortiie  continent,  indadii; 
aome  incidental  charges,  the  sum  of  66.3  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  supply  the  inhabittfts 
of  Monmouth  county  with  600  flints. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  clerk  or  assistant  to  the  asi* 
tor-general : 

Mr.  William  Webb  was  elected. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  H.  Beaumont,  surgeon  of  the  26th  regiment,  »»s 
laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prisoners. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  lt)00  dollars  be  paid  to  Messrs.  Price  a» 
Haywood,  in  consideration  of  their  extraordinary  services  in  Canada. 

Whereas  much  inconvenience  may  be  derived  to  the  public  fnm  wntf*' 
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:ees,  others  than  the  committee  of  safety  in  each  colony,  on  the  public  post  roads, 
(topping  and  opening  the  mails,  and  detaining  letters  from  the  constitutional 
post ; 

Resolved,  That  ho  committee  but  the  council  or  committee  of  safety  in  each 
:olony,  or  such  persons  as  thej  shall,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  authorize, 
shall'stop  the  constitutional  post,  open  the  mail, or  detain  any  letters  there- 
from. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  commodore  Hopkins,  and  direct  him 
to  send  a  complete  list  and  state  of  the  stores  taken  and  brought  from  Provi- 
lence,  with  the  sizes  of  the  cannon,  &c.  and,  in  case  he  should  have  left  New- 
London,  that  governor  Trumbull  be  desired  to  order  a  list  ot  the  stores  left  at 
S^ew -London  by  commodore  Hopkins»  to  be  made  out,  and  transmitted  to 
[Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  cannon  and  such  other  of  the  stores  as  are  not  necessary 
ibr  the  fleet,  be  landed  and  left  at  New-London,  and  that  such  of  the  cannon 
md  wheels  as  governor  Trumbull  shall  direct,  may  be  employed  for  the  defence 
)f  that  harbor,  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jpril  17, 1776. 

The  committee  of -claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  John  Avery,  jun.  for  riding  express  from  commodore  Hopkins  and  back 
gain,  the  sum  ot  40.7  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  instructed  to  recommend  to  Con- 
ress,  proper  persons  for  commission  officers  for  the  frigates  now  building, 
nd  that  the  warrant  officers  be  appointed  by  the  said  committee ;  and  that 
fiey  fit  said  frigates  for  sea  with  all  expedition : 

That  the  marine  committee  recommend  to  Congress  proper  persons  to  be 
gents  for  prizes  in  the  several  colonies : 

That  a  bounty  of  eight  dollars  be  allowed  by  the  public  to  the  owner  of  every 
Lmerican  vessel  for  every  able  seaman  that  he  shall  import  into  the  United 
lolonies,  over  and  above  the  number  the  said  vessel  carried  out;  and  that  fo- 
signers  importing  able  seamen  over  and  above  the  ship's  company,  and  dis* 
[largin^  them  in  the  American  ports,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  bounty. 

Resowed,  That  the  nomination  or  appointment  of  captains  or  commanders 
r  continental  vessels  shall  not  establish  rank,  which  is  to  be  settled  by  Con- 
fess before  commissions  are  granted. 

The  Congress  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  captains  for  the  two  fri« 
ites  buildins  in  Massacnusetts-Bay, 

William  Manly  and  Isaac  Cozneau,  were  elected. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  empowered  to  give  orders  for  the 
-mine  and  manning  abroad  any  of  the  ships  or  vessels  employed  in  the  importa- 
on  of  cargoes  for  the  continental  account ;  the  expenses  and  charges  of  such 
maments  to  be  paid  by  the  said  committee ;  they  receiving  for  the  public 
rvice,  on  the  arrival  of  every  vessel,  all  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores. 
Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  empowered  to  import  cargoes  of 
It  on  the  continental  account,  in  such  ships  or  vessels  as  sthey  employ  to 
Try  outward  cargoes,  and  are  obliged  to  insure  on  their  return. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to 
rmit  John  Young,  jun.  and  Johnson  Smith,  to  cany  to  Virginia,  all  such 
ms  as  they  have  already  pprchased,  or  shall  purchase  in  Pennsylvania,  for  the 
e  of  the  continental  army  in  the  said  colony  of  Virginia,  before  the  first  day 

May  next;  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  stand  in  the  whole. 
Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  supply  Mr.  Thomas 
naming  with  200.  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  militia  of  Cape  May,  he  paying  for 
p  same. 
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Resolved,  That  the  commandiDr  officer  at  New-York,  be  direetedtooHv 
two  companies  of  eolonel  Daytoii's  Dattalion  to  narchto  Cape-Maj^ndtlm 
to  remain  till  farther  orders. 

Besolvedj  That  the  petitioD  of  Dr.  Jackson  be  referred  to  tkecouutUttf 
claims. 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  April  18,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Washington;  and, 

A  letter  of  the  7th  of  NoTember  last,  from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Laigd(n«iC' 
'companied  with  a  letter  from  general  Pataam,  and  colonels  Glover,  Bridge, 
Fry,  and  Prescot;  also, 

A  letter  from  James  Warren,  cm.  paj-maater-general,  dohit^  kuete 
resign,*  were  laid  before  Congress  ana  read: 

Resolved^  That  the  said  letters  be  referred  to  a  comndttee  of  three: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Braxtan* 

A  letter  from  Elizabeth  Sejmour»  widow  of  the  late  master  of  teCiiiii 
was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Resolvedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be  directed  to  prepii«.fli> 
report  a  draught  of  instructions  to  Geonre  Morgan,  esq.  agent  anderAecw* 
missioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

A  letter  of  the  6th,  from  brigadier-general  Lewis,  and  a  letter  of  thesM 
date,  from  major-general  Lee,  being  received  and  read,  were  referred  toft 
Read,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Braxton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Treate,  for  medicine,  and  for  attending  the  troops  it  Bv- 
Uwton,the  sum  of  273.7  dollars: 

To  John  Bull,  esq.  for  expenses  in  conducting  money  to  the  camp  it  C* 
bridge,  the  sum  of  1^5  dollars.: 

To  Jacob  Ming,  for  wagonage,  the  sum  of  107.5  dcrilars. 

To  Robert  Kennedy,  for  necessaries  furnished  cantain  Moron's  cein|iuj' 
the  sum  of  544  doUard,  of  which  sum,  189.d,  being  tor  rifles,  shirts^  &c  ti^ 
chained  to  the  said  company : 

To  Thaddeus  Burr,  for  m<mey  paid  by  him  for  horse-hire,  &c  ^  sce^ 
37.3  dollars,  which  ought  to  be  charged  to  Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  express-ntfiC! 

To  sundries,  on  certificates  produced  by  Thomas  Johnson,  esq.  for  prifi' 
sions,  &c.  for  general  Lee's  guard,  the  sum  of  10. 7  dollars  and  for  a  riie^ 
livered  to  captain  Cressop's  company,  to  be  charged  to  the  said  coinpiiiJ>^ 
sum  of  10.6  uollars : 

To  Jane  Allen,  for  necessaries  to  seyeral  companies  of  contiaeatal  ^ 
the  sum  of  52.9  dollars,  of  which  sum  40  dollars  ought  to  be  charged  to  tbe  e< 
Pennsylvania  battalion,  and  deducted  from  the  commissary's  account :       . 

To  Dr.  Hall  Jackson,  for  his  services  as  surgeon,  the  sum  of  130  dolto*^ 
that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  toElbridge  Oerry,  esq. 

To  William  Smith,  fw  medicines,  instruments,  &c.  for  the  Delaivare  \f^' 
lion,  the  sum  of  257.4  dollars : 

To  Timothy  Shallor,  for  expenses  in  bringing  prisoners  from  Egg-HaHn^* 
the  sum  of  37.5  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid«  . 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  gentlemen  for  cantaiDSw.^ 
Hornet  and  Wasp,  Confess  proceeded  to  an  election,  and  the  oailotsM 
taken,  and  examined, 

William  Hallock  was  elected  captain  of  the  Hornet ;  and, 
-Alexander  captain  of  the  Wasp, 
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The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  war* 
office,  lMt>ught  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  JprU  19,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  governor  TrumboU,  with  a  petition  from  Noali  Phelps 
being  laid  before  Congress,  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  thej  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  qualifications. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  examine  and  ascer-* 
tain  the  value  of  the  several  species  of  gold  and  silver  coins,  current  in  these 
colonies,  and  the  proportions  the  j  oueht  to  bear  to  Spanish  milled  dollars : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Sf r.  Wjrthe,  Mr.  J.  ^dams.  Mr.  ShermaD» 
Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Peter  Brunner,  for  necessaries  furnished  to  captain  Nelson's  company  by 
himself  and  Abraham  Yanhom,  the  sum  of  23.2  dollars,  which  ought  to  wt 
charged  to  captain  Nelson : 

To  Mary  Miller,  for  provisions,  &c.  fiimished  to  general  Lee's  guard,  the 
sum  of  16.5  dollars : 

To  Jacob  Frantz,  for  horse-hire,  and  carrying  brigadier-general  Woedtke's 
baggage  to  New  York,  the  sum  of  473  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts.be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  letters  which  are  directed  to  any  general  in  the  continental 
service,  commanding  in  a  sqmrate  department,  be  carried  free  of  postage,  by 
the  constitutional  post. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  to  George  Morgan,  esi|> 
brought  in  a  draught,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

To  George  Morgan,  etq.  ugbut  under  Uie  commiBuoocn  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

Sir, 

You  are  reauired  to  provide  that  the  great  belt  presented  to  the  Indians 
last  fall  at  Pittsburg,  be  forwarded,  with  all  convenient  expedition,  to  the  sa- 
chems and  warriors  of  the  western  nations,  and  endeavor,  to  the  utmost  of  your 
power,  to  convince  them  of  the  ffood  wishes  and  good  intentions  of  Congress 
for  and  towards  them,  and  to  cultivate  harmony  and  friendship  between  them 
and  the  white  people ;  and  to  eiye  Congress  tlie  most  early  intelli^nce  of  any 
interruption  thereof,  or  of  any  disturbance  which  shall  arise,  and  which  you  can- 
not quiet. 

Acquaint  the  Indians  that  Congress  have  formed  tiie  best  plan  tiiey  could 
devise  to  import  foreign  goods  for  their  use,  and  have  n^lected  no  probable 
means  to  procure  them  in  time ;  and  if  they  should  not  be  supplied  so  soon  as 
they  may  oe  wanted,  the  misfortune  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  common  enemies  of 
them  and  us,  who,  by  obstructing  our  trade,  as  well  as  in  numberless  other  in- 
stances, are  daily  injuriujg  and  distressing  both ;  but  that  we  have  well  grounded 
bSopes  of  speedy  relief,  in  expectation  of  which,  and  of  greater  advantages  in 
prospect,  the  present  inconveniencies  are  borne  more  patientiy. 

All  differences  and  disputes  that  shall  happen  between  the  Indians  and  white 
people,  you  will  have  adjusted  and  determined  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  a  re- 
solve of  Congress,  of  which  you  have  a  copy :  and  you  are  directed,  in  a  parti- 
cular manner,  to  prevent,  as  much  as  you  are  able,  any  imporitions  upon  the 
former  by  those  who  deal  with  them.  Treat  all  those  people,  with  whom  you 
may  meet,  kindly  and  hospitably.  Inspire  them  with  sentiments  of  justice  and 
humanity,  and  dispose  them  to  introduce  the  arts  of  civil  and  social  fife,  and  to 
encourage  tiie  residence  of  husbandmen  and  handicraft  men  among  them.  Ad- 
vise Congress,  from  time  to  time,  of  all  occurrences  that  may,  inyo^r  opinion* 
deserve  their  atte«.tion. 
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The  committee  to  whom  gen.  Washington's  letter  of  the  15th  initaBidl 
as  other  letters,  were  referr^»  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  m 
consideration,  was  agreed  to :  Whereupon, 

Baolved^  lliat  general  Washington  may  order  as  nuOT  of  Ae  ctimoiiK 
military  stores  as  are  not  necessary  for  the  continental  fleet,  and  wkidiitr 
lately  Drought  into  New-London,  by  the  commander  thereof,  to  anj  other  plii« 
he  may  think  proper ;  having  regard  only  to  the  permission  of  Congress  leb^ 
tiye  to  the  defence  of  the  haroor  of  New-London,  a  copy  of  which  ooght  to  bi 
sent  to  general  Washington,  and  also  a  list  of  the  cannon  and  stores  as  try^ 
mitted  to  Congress. 

Besolvedj  That  the  resignation  of  James  Warren,  as  pay-master  poenl  of 
the  army,  be  accepted  and  entered  accordingly ;  and  that  he  be  inforaed  tiiere 
are  superintendents  of  the  treasury  appointed,  to  whom  he  is  to  renJetio&u* 
counts  and  vouchers. 

Beaolvedf  That  another  pay-master  general  be  appointed,  and  that  Ae  genen! 
be  informed  thereof  . 

As  it  appears  from  the  certificatesof  four  colonels  of  r^ments  at  CanM 
that  the  reverend  Dr.  Samuel  Langdon  did  not  only  perform  the  dit^ii 
chaplain  to  their  several  regiments,  for  the  space  of  six  months,  for  lim^ 
other  chaplain  had  been  appointed,  but  also  to  the  armj  at  large :  Therefore, 

Beaolvedj  That  the  said  Dr.  Langdon,  having  received  no  compensatkiv 
those  services,  be  paid  the  sum  of  300  dollars. 

RtMilvedy  Tliat  tnree  tons  of  powder  be  immediately  forwarded  to  Tir^ 
for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  southern  department. 

Resolved^  That  general  Washington  be  made  acquainted  with  genenll^^ 
request  of  a  company  of  artillery,  and  be  desired  to  furnish  him  withsK^* 
company,  if  it  may  be  done  consistent  with'the  general  good  of  the  aerrke* 

neaolvedt  That  an  immediate  supply  of  arms,  shoes,  and  blanketa,  befimiv 
ed  for  the  troops  in  Virginia,  and  that  proper  persons  be  appointed  to  pn^ 
them,  subject  to  the  orders  of  Coneress  aln»dy  entered  into. 

Eesolved,  That  Mr.  Ephraim  Blaine  be  appointed  to  purchase  a  ouantiM 
blankets  not  exceeding  5,000,  and  also  that  he  be  directed  to  parcnase5^ 
pair  of  shoes,  to  be  sent  to  Yii^ginia,  to  the  commanding  officer  at  yf^^ 
DunEh. 

&99lved.  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  theelection  of  a  pay-master  s^ 
ncral. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry,  commissary,  be  directed  ^V^i 
and  forward  to  general  Schuyler,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  2,000tenv* 
pork,  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  Canada,  and  that  he  be  supplied  withal 
pot  exceedingSO.OOO  dollars  for  that  purpose,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolvedf  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Price  be  di^ 
ed  to  bring  in  a  resolution  to  enanle  Messrs.  Priee.and  Haywood  to  dn*^ 
the  balance  of  the  money  ordered  to  be  paid  them  by  the  resolutions  oftiie^ 
and  16th  of  this  month. 

Resolvedj  That  Messrs.  Du  Montesson,  Hevieux,  La  Maraue,  ^^^^ 
Shemit,  Oiasson,  and  Gamelin,  Canadian  prisoners,  at  Bristol,  be  p^^* 
come  to  Philadelphia  in  order  to  purchase  clothes  and  other  necessaries,  iA"' 
remain  there  ten  days,  and  then  return  to  Bristol .  j 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  general  WashiofjAj 
the  4th,  and  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  2d  of  this  month,  b^ 
ip  their  report.  j 

The  committee  on  prisoners,  havine  collected  from  the  journals  the  ^^ 
resolutions  respecting  prisoners,  andliaving  made  some  amendments  tbei^^ 
submitted  the  same  to  Conaress. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'cloo^  on  Monday. 
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MONDAY,  JiprU  %%,  1776. 

Sundry  letters,  received  since  the  adjoartiment,  were  laid  before  Congress, 
and  ready  yiz. 

One  from  the  committee  of  safetj  of  Maryland,  dated  the  18th. 

One  from  Dr.  Boyd  of  the  19th. 

One  from  the  committee  of  inspection  of  Lancaster,  of  the  11th. 

One  from  the  Canada  commissioners,  dated  Saratoga,  the  13th. 

One  from  general  Washington,  of  the  19th. 

One  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  lSt)i,  enclosing  sundry  letters  and  papers 
from  Canada;  and. 

One  from  die  committee  of  inspection  of  West-Augusta,  with  sundry  pa- 
pers enclosed. 

Resolvedj  That  the  four  last,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  Mr. 
R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Mr.  Johnson. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety 
of  Maryland,  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  resolve  respecting  Messrs.  Price  and 
Haywood,  brought  m  the  same :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  T&t  Messrs.  Price  and  Haywood  be  empowered  to  draw  bills  of 
exchange  on  the  president  of  Congress,  for  the  sum  of  48,358.6  doUara,  pay-' 
able  the  5th  of  July  next,  in  specie ;  it  being  the  balance  of  a  sum  specified  in 
a  resolve  of  the  3d  of  April  instant,  after  deducting  16^000  dollars,  for  which 
they  received  an  order  on  the  treasurers  the  12th.    And  thev  are  further  em« 

Kwered  to  dra^n  bills  as  aforesaid,  for  1000  dollars,  ordered  to  be  paid  them 
^  a  resolve  of  the  6th  instant 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  gone  to  Canada,  be  desired  and  empow« 
ered  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Messrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  to  the  5th  oi  Fe- 
bruary last,  or  to  employ  proper  persons  to  examine  the  same,  and  compare 
the  vouchers  with  the  several  articles  of  said  accounts,  and  return  a  certificate 
to  Congress  of  the  balance  justljr  due  to  Messrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  from  th6 
UnitedColonies,  to  that  date,  with  tiie  vbuchers  for  expenditures  and  supplies 
by  orders  of  general  Montgomery  and  general  Wooster. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  be  requested  to  return  to  Congress, 
a  list  of  such  persons  as  are  accountable  to  the  United  Colonies  for  any  part  of 
the  articles  or  expenditures  comprised  in  Messrs.  Price  and  Haywood's  ac- 
counts, with  the  respective  sums  such  persons  are  chargeable  with,  and  deliver 
copies  thereof  to  the  commanding  officers,  that  the  proper  deductions  may  be 
made  from  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers, .  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fairlamb,  for  the  use  of  colonel  Wayne's  battalion,  he  to 
be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications,havinff  recommended  Mr.  Jacob  Weaver,  to 
an  ensiflicv  which  is  vacant  in  the  third  Pennsylvania  battalion : 

Resolvea,  That  he  be  appointed,  and  that  a  commission  be  accordingly 
granted  to  him. 

The  several  matters  referred  to  this  day,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  JiprU  £3, 1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th,  from  major-general  Ward,  being  received  and  read^  re* 
peatiug  his  desire  for  leave  to  resign, 

Resolvedj  That  the  resignation  of  major-general  Ward,  and  of  brigadier  ge-i 
Beral  Fry,  be  accepted,  and  that  the  president  inform  them  thereof  by  letter. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin  for  wagonage,  the  sum  of  873.8  doUan :, 
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To  John  Dunn,  the  ttalance  in  full  due  to  colonel  Heard's  battalion,for  ths 
\  gubsistente,  &c.  on  the  expedition  to  Long-Island,  the  nun  of  24SS: 
lollara. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  paid. 

The  marine  committee  having,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  rc€» 
mended  gentlemen  to  be  agents  for  prizes  in  the  several  colonies, 

Resolved^  That  captain  John  Bradford  be  appointed  for  the  cokinj  of  Mtf 
■achnsetts-Bay,  Daniel  Tillinghast  for  Rhode-Island,  Nathaniel  Shaw,  ju 
for  Connecticut,  Jacobus  Vanzantz  for  New- York,  John  Nixon,  and  JolinMn- 
^ell  Nesbit  for  Pennsylvania,  William  Lux  for  Maryland,  John  Tazewell  1« 
Virginia,  Ccmelins  Hamet  for  Wilmington,  Richard  Ellis  for  Newben,  and 
Robert  Smith  for  Edenton  in  North  Carolina,  with  power  to  each,  toijipoint 
one  or  more  deputies,  if  necessary. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Washington,  pm 
Schuyler,  and  the  letters  from  Canada  and  Pitt&urg  were  referred,  \x^ 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Heaohed,  That  the  president  signify  to  colonel  Hazen,  the  appnbitioefit 
Congress,  for  his  letter,  and  attention  to  the  public  good. 

Boohed,  That  300,000  dollars  be  immediately  sent  to  general  Sduim. 
for  supplying  and  pitying  the  army  in  Canada. 

ReiAvedy  That  the  commissioners  of  Congress  in  Canada,  be  ddired  top 
lish  an  address  to  the  people  of  Canada,  signifying,  that  Congress  has  ks 
informed  of  injuries  offered  by  our  people  to  some  of  them :  expressing  ^ 
resentment  at  such  misconduct,  assuring  them  of  our  attachment  to  tbari^ 
curity;  ipvitinc  them  to  state  their  grievances  to  our  conunissioDer!, » 
promising  &™ple  redress  to  tbem,  and  exemplary  punishment  to  theo^ndfi^ 

Besolvedj  That  instructions  be  sent  to  the  commissioners,  to  cause  jasdceii 
be  done  to  the  Canadians,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  the  above  resolve. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  Canada,  be  directed  to  be  ven^ 
tentive  to  military  discipline,  and  inflict  exemplary  punishment  on  all  v0 
who  violate  the  military  regulationa  established  by  Congress. 

Re$olvedj  That  general  Wa8hinfl;ton  be  directed  to  send  six  battalioDSi>^ 
Canada  from  the  army  of  New- York. 

Resolved^  That  a  letter  be  written  by  tiie  president  to  general  Wasbii!^ 
requesting  his  opinion  whether  any  farther  additional  troops  are  necesarf  ^* 
be  sent  for  the  reduction  of  Quebec,  and  for  the  security  of  Canada;  isij^ 
«hall  think  more  troons  necessary,  whether  tliey  can,  with  safety,  \i^¥^ 
from  the  Army  now  in  New- York  r 

RuiJvedp  That  if  any  of  the  troops  from  New-Jersey  or  Pennsylfania 
were  raised  at  five  dollars  a  month,  be  sent  to  Canaiia,  they  shall  be  a 
at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  a  month,  from  thetin^^i 
begin  their  march. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed 
morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jipril  24,  1776.  , 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  inspection  and  observation  of  &t  citf  <^ 
liberties  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read : 
Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 
Mr.  R.  Morris  reported,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  Congress,  v  , 
purchased  and  delivered  to  Mr.  James  Price,  bills  of  exchange  to  the  $m^ 
thre^  thousand  pounds  sterling  for  which  he  produced  Mr.  Price's  receip 
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Resolved^  That  an  order  for  14,800  dollara  be  drawn  on  the  treasurersj  in 
favor  oif  Mr.  R.  Morris,  in  full  for  the  above  bills  of  exchanffe. 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Price,  be  di- 
rected to  draw  up  instructions  to  him,  for  his  government,  in  disposing  and, 
laying  out  the  money  put  into  his  hands. 

Resolved f  That  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  commissary-general,  be  directed  to  pro-* 
vide  and  forward  to  general  Schuyler,  £000  barrels  of  pork,  with  all  possible 
despatch,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army  in  Canada,  and  that  the  said  com- 
missary be  supplied  with  a  sum  not  exceeding  20,000  dollars  for  that  purpose* 
he  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Lewis  be  requested  to 
purchase  and  forward,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  to  general  Schuyler,  for 
the  use  of  the  continental  army  in  Canada,  10,000  pair  of  shoes,  10,000  pair 
of  stockings;  and  that  15,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  them  for  those  purposes, 
they  to  be  accountable.       ' 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler,  to  inform  him  of  the 
ten  additional  battalions  lately  ordered  for  Canada,  and  of  the  2000  barrels 
of  pork,  and  the  10,000  pair  of  shoes,  and  10,000  pair  of  stockings,  ordered  by 
Congress  to  be  sent  to  him;  and  to  desire  him  to  pursue  the  TOSt  means  for 
furnishing  such  other  necessary  articles  of  clothing  and  food  as  may  be  want- 
ing for  the  continental  army  in  Canada,  having  r^ird  to  such  of  these  as  Mr. 
Pnce,  the  commissary  in  that  province,  can  supply  there :  Also,  that  general 
Schuyler  be  desired  to  inform  the  president,  what  quantity  of  gun-powder  he 
has  received  for  Canada  since  the  first  of  January  last,  and  that  he  continue, 
as  hitherto,  to  give  the  earliest  notice  to  Congress  of  the  occasion  for  further 
supplies  of  this  and  other  necessaries  that  may  be  wanting,  and  not  in  his  pow- 
er to  procure. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  forward  from  Mr.  Wis- 
ner's  and  Mr.  Livingston's  powder-mills,  five  tons  of  powder,  to  general  Schuy- 
ler, to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  Canada. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  John  Gibson,  agent  appointed  by  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affiiirs, 
for  sundry  services  in  the  miadle  department,  by  order  of  the  commissioners, 
the  sum  of  377.9  dollars : 

To  John  Davis,  for  wagpnage  for  the  6th  Pennsylvania  battalion,  the  sum 
of  60  dollars : 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  for  provisions,  &c.  for  the  prisoners  at  Trenton,  the 
sum  of  183.8  dollars : 

To  Duncan  M*DQnald,  the  sum  of  15.8  dollars,  of  which  sum,  13.6  dollars 
cu^t  to  be  charged,  to  captain  Hendrick's  companjr,  and  2.2  dollars  to  captain 
C  luggage's  compan;^,  for  goods  furnished  to  the  said  companies;  and  that  the 
same  oug^tto  be  paid  to  Ephraim  Blaine,  es(}. 

To  Margaret  Smith,  for  nursing  two  men  m  the  small  pox,  belonging  to  cap- 
tain Benezet's  company,  the  sum  of  24  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  convention  of  South-Carolina  having  appointed  delegates  to  represent 
that  colony  in  Congress,  the  credentials  oitheir  appointment  were  presented 
to  Congress,  and  read,  as  follows : 

"  In  Congress,  Chableston,  South-Carolina,  February  16,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Lynch,  John  Rutledee,  Edward  Rutledge,  Arthur 
Middleton,  and  Thomas  Heyward,  jun.  esqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed and  fully  authorized,  to  represent  this  colony  in  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, for  one  year  next  ensuing. 

March  23, 1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  this  colony  in  the  Continental  Congress,  or 
a  majority  of  such  of  them  as  shall  at  any  time  be  present  in  the  said  Congress, 
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or  an  J  one  of  the  said  delegates,  if  no  more  than  one  shall  he  preflent,be,ui 
they  and  he  are*  and  is*  herehj  authorized  and  empowered*  tor  awlmbeyf 
of  this  colony,  to  concert,  agree  to,  and  execute  eyery  mea»ore,  which  tiicj 
or  he,  together  with  a  majority  of  the  Continental  Conmas,  shall  jwlge  w» 
aary  for  the  defence,  security,  interest,  and  welfare  of  tiiis  colony  in  particik, 
ana  of  America  in  general. 

BeBolvedf  That  another  delate  be  forthwith  chosen  by  ballot  hj  to  C« 
grass,  to  represent  this  colony  in  the  Continental  Congress,  in  additiiNitiH  ^ 
with  as  full  powers,  in  all  respects,  as  the  delegates  already  chosen,  hafe,iii 
are  invested  with.  The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  said  del^ 
and  Thomas  Lynch,  jun.  esq.  appearing  to  be,  and  being  declared,  dsljcMseo, 

Resolved^  That  Tnomas  Lynch,  jun.  esq.  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  uptnii 
sixth  delegate  from  this  colony,  to  represent  the  same  in  the  CfntinUl 
Congress. 

A  true  copy, 

PBTER  TIMOTHY.  SafUmf 

The  Congress  resolyed  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  ia* 
consideration  general  Washington's  letter  of  the  SLTikk  of  March,  sod  liiir 
some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chmr,  and  Mr.  HanM 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  letter  refara 
to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  any  detenninatioa  thereon,  desired  bis  » 
move  for  leaye  to  sit  again. 

Beiolved,  That  Congress  will,  to«morrow,  resoWe  itself  into  acomsu^ 
the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration,  the  letter  from  gw 
Washington  of  the  27th'of  March,  and  the  petition  enclosed  tfaereixu 

The  other  matters  to  this,  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'dock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  JiprU  25, 1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Washington,  of  the  22d  and  dSd,  were  bud  beii^ 
Congress,  and  read : 

Seaolvedt  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Hewe& 

Benlved,  Thai  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasarenian- 
TOur  of  Bphraim  Blaine,  esq.  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  shoes  and  Uiu^ 
for  the  continental  troops  in  Virginia ;  be  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  haying  recommended  Thomas  HoNw 
be  a  second-lieutenant  in  the  Delaware  battalion,  in  the  room  t(^ 
M'Donnough,  deceased,  and  John  Corse,  ensign,  in  the  room  of  f^ 
Holland, 

Besolved,  That  commissions  be  ^pranted  to  them  accordingly.  ^. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Noah  Phelps,  was  referred,  Iv^ 
in  their  report,  which  was  agjreed  to ;  Whereupon, 

Jf^esotveii,  That  the  committee  of  inspection  of  the  city  of  Albany,  b^  >*' 

a  nested  to  adjust  Mr.  Noah  Phelps's  account  of  senrices  performed  at  T^ 
eroga ;  and  tiiat  Mr.  Noah  Phelps  be  allowed  and  jiaid  for  his  further  nr^ 
including  those  of  contractor  from  the  time  of  his  joininc  general  Mootgos^' 
at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  each  day,  until  he  quitted  tSe  seryice,  and  sd  0|^ 
valent  to  a  captain's  rations  during  the  said  time,  proyided  he  has  not  alr^ 
had  them ;  the  latter  account  to  be  settled  by  general  Schuyler,  who  u  re^ 
ed  to  pay  to  the  said  Noah  Phelps,  what  may  aj^tear  to  be  due  to  him  vx^ 
whole  of  his  senrices  aforesaid.  , 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  lord^Sterling,  of  the  10th  of  Mtf^ 
last,  with  the  papers  therein  enclosed,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  ttf^ 
which  was  read: 
Orders,  To  lie  on  the  tible. 
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On  application  from  the  committee  of  Lower  Pennsneck,  in  ike  conntj  of 
Salem,  in  New-Jersey* 

Resdoed^  Tkat  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  the  said  commit 
tee,75]bbOf  enn-powder. 

Beaokedj  That  a  copy  of  the  intercepted  letter  from  John  Butler,  at  Nia- 
gara, dated  the  29th  of  Fehruaryy  be  sent  to  general  Schuyler. 

Betolvedp  Tliat  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  truth  and  foundation  of  the  story*  <<That  the  Indians  haye  been  invit- 
ed by  goyemor  Penn  to  come  to  Philadelphia,"  be  sent  to  general  Schuyler; 
and  tnat  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  cause  the  person  to  be  arrested^  who 
pretended  to  haye  earned  such  inyitation  to  the  Indians. 
The  committee  of  claims  reported*  that  there  is  due. 
For  the  expenses  of  general  Lee's  ffuard,  the  sum  of  10.8  dollars,  and  that 
the  same  ongnt  to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Ifatiack : 

On  a  draught  drawn  by  Ephraim  Blaine*  esq.  on  the  commissioners  for  In- 
dian affairs  in  the  middle  department*  in  fayour  of  Samuel  Semple*  the  sum  of 
77  dollars,  for  expenses  of  the  said  commissioners*  and  that  the  said  sum  ought 
to  be  paid  to  Robert  Miller*  esq.  of  the  county  of  Cumberland : 

For  the  subsistence  of  A.  Hill  Brice*  captain  of  the  7th  regiment  of  foot*  of 
royal  fusileers*  the  sum  of  39.5  dollars*  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to 
Thomas  M'Kean,  esq.  and  chaiged  to  the  said  captain : 
Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  die  day*  Congress  resoWed  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole*  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration*  the  letter  from  general 
Washington  of  the  27th  March  last*  and  the  papers  therein  enclosed ;  and*  after 
sometime*  the  president  resumed  the  chair*  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the 
c^ommittee  had  come  to  a  resolution  on  the  matters  referM  to  them^  which  he 
read*  and  deliyered  in. 

The  report  being  again  read, 

Resolved^  That  the  consideratioh  thereof  be  postponed. 
Information  being  giyen  to  Congress*  that  Allan  Cameron*  who  is  confined 
in  gaol*  is  in  such  a  stato  of  health  as  to  require  the  attendance  of  a  pliysician^ 
ind  that  he  is  desirous  of  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Cadwallader : 
Jiesolved,  That  Dr.  Cadwallader  haye  leaye  to  attend  him. 
The  seyeral  matters  to  this  day  referred*  being  postponed* 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  JlprU  26*  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  settle  and  pay  to  the 
;olony  of  Connecticut,  the  powder  lent  by  the  said  colony  to  general  Washing- 
on,  for  the  use  of  the  continent*  and  te  act  as  tiiey  shall  judge  best  for  the  pub- 
ic service*  and  the  benefit  of  Connecticut*  in  exchanging  the  powder  which  the 
aid  colony  has  in  Philadelphia,  for  powder  in  the  eastern  ports  belonging  to  the 
ontinent. 

Resolved,  That  50*000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  Virginia^ 
3d  that  the  president  write  to  the  said  committee*  and  request  them  to  use 
leir  utmost  endeayors  to  haye  it  exchanged  for  specie,  and  remit  the  same  to 
le  continental  treasurers ;  and*  in  case  they  can  procure  more  specie*  that  tiiey 
ind  it*  and  draw  for  the  amount  on  the  pay-master  in  Virginia*  who  is  ordered 

paj  such  draughts. 

Mesolved,  That  the  sum  of  250,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  pay-master  in 

irg^inia,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  troops*  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Cadwallader  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read*  giying 

account  of  A.  Cameron's  state  of  health :  Whereupon* 
Resolved,  That  the  sud  A.  Cameron  be  allowed  &e  benefit  of  air  in  his 
^m,  and  of  walking  an  hour  every  morning  in  tiie  yard,  in  company  or  pre* 
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Ordered^  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  the  3d,  from  colonel  Hand,  of  the  rifle  battalion,  was  read; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  an  order  for  4000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  ii^ 
favor  of  colonel  Hand,  for  the  use  of  his  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  the  letter  from  colonel  Hand  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Huntington. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  £9th  of  April,  from 
the  committee  of  safety  of  New- York  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  major  be  appointed  for  the  first  New- York  battalion,  in 
the  room  of  major  Benedict,  who  has  resigned  : 

The  ballots  beins  taken  and  examined, 

Barnabas  Tuthill,  esq.  was  elected. 

Sundry  letters,  just  received,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz.  one 
o^the  10th  of  April,  from  brigadier  general  Wooster,  at  Holland-House,  be- 
fore Quebec: 

One  of  the  £8th  of  said  month,  from  general*  Schuyler,  dated  Fort-George, 
enclosing  the  examination  of  Michael  Ryan : 

One  of  the  2rth  of  the  same  month,  from  governor  Trumbull,  enclosing  t 
letter  from  N.  Shaw,  jun.  with  a  list  of  the  cannon  left  at  New-London. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  lay  on  the  table,  on  Monday  next,  the 
instructions  given  by  the  naval  committee  to  commodore  Hopkins,  upon  his 
leavii\g  this  port. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  general  Washington'^ 
letter  of  the  24th  of  March  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  tiie  caiinon,  and  other  stores,  in  Boston,  which  were  ori- 
ginally purchased  and  provided  b^  and  at  the  expense  of  the  colonies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay and  New-Hampshire,  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  colony 
that  so  purchased  and  provided  them ;  and  that  all  the  other  cannon  left  m 
the  colony  of  Massachusetts*  Bay,  by  the  British  forces,  be  presented  to  the 
said  colony : 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  report,  at  the  request  of  a  colony,  was  post- 
poned till  Monday  next. 

Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  general 
Washinglon's  letter  of  the  4th  of  April:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia,  lately 
called  to  Cambridge,  commence  on  the  day  of  their  nuirch,  and  cease  on  that 
of  their  return. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  May  6,  1776. 

Advice  being  received  that  captain  Young,  who  was  fitted  out  at  the  expens^ 
of  the  continent,  by  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Alsop,  was  arrived ; 

Resolved,  That  Ihe  secret  committee  be  directed  to  give  proper  orders  for 
landing,  securing  and  bringing  to  Philadelphia  the  cargo  imported  by  obtain 
Youns;. 

A  memorial  of  captain  Herman  Allen  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  general  Washington's 
letter  of  the  24th  of  March ;  and,  thereupon,  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  general  Washinslon  has  requested  directions  concerning  the  con- 
duct that  should  be  observed  towards  commissioners,  said  to  be  coming  frona 
Great-Britain  to  America, 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  informed,  that  Congress  suppose,  if 
commissioners  are  intended  to  be  sent  from  Great-Britain  to  tr^at  of  peac<; 
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that  the  practice  usual  in  such  cases  will  be  observed,  by  making  previous  ap- 
plication for  the  necedsary  passports  or  safe  conduct,  and  on  such  application 
Deihgmade,  Congress  will  then  direct  the  proper  measures  for  the  reception  of 
such  commissioners. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolution,  whereby  persons  resi- 
dent, or  having  property  in  America,  who  assist  any  of  the  enemies  of  these 
United  Colonies  in  the  captures  of  vessels  or  goods,  may  be  made  liable  to 
make  good  the  damage  to  the  sufferers,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read  : 

Oriertdy  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  of  April,  from  general  Lee,  was  read. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  their  consideration,  the  state  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported, 
that  the  committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the  matter  to  them  referred, 
and  had  thereupon  come  to  sundry  resolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report 
wheii  the  house  should  be  ready  to  receive  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  now  delivered  in. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read,  was  agreed  to  ai 
follows ; 

Resolved^  That  ten  millions  of  dollars  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  canying^ 
on  the  war  for  the  current  year : 

That  the  Indian  goods  said  to  be  at  Fort-Pitt,  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
United  Colonies : 

That  Indian  goods  to  the  valtle  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  be  purchased  at 
Montreal,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies : 

That  treaties  be  held  with  the  Indians  in  the  different  departments,  as  soon 
as  practicable ;  and  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury,  to  the  commissioners  of  each  respective  department,  for  presents  to 
Ike  Indians  and  the  expenses  of  such  treaties. 

'  Mr.  Harrison  forther  reported,  that  the  committee  desired  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  sit  ag^ia :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  meana.< 
for  raising  the  ten  millions  of  dollars :  'a 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Rutle<%e,  Mr.  Ger« 
ly,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention,  or  council  of  safety  of  Virginia,  be  empoW' 
ered  to  appoint  surgeons  to  the  battalions  raised  in  the  said  colony,  for  the  ser- 
Tice  of  the  continent. 

Resolved^  That  John  Taylor  be  appointed  judge-advocate  to  the  continental 
troops  in  the  colony  of  Virginia. 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o^clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY.  May  7,  1776. 

SundiT  letters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz. 

One  of  the  5th  of  April  from  general  Washington : 

One  of  the  14th  from  John  G.  Frazer,  enclosing  a  list  of  the  vessels,  cannon, 
and  ordnance-stores  left  by  the  enemy  at  Boston: 

One  from  sundry  prisoners  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  dated  £lst  March : 

One  from  L.  F.  of  St.  Eustatia,  dated  5th  of  April : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Mr  Duane. 

A  petition  from  John  Bayard,  P.  Moore,  and  John  Fatten,  was  presented  to 
Congress  and  read :    Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  the  petitioners 
6001b.  of  powder»  for  the  use  of  the  privateers  they  are  fitting  out. 
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Resolvedt  That  Mr.  Rodney  and  Mr.  Read  be  added  to  the  covnmittMip- 
pointed  to  supply  the  troops  in  Philaddphia,  and  the  battalion  in  lite  lower 
counties  on  Delaware. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  was  presentedtB 
Congress  and  read. 

Tne  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  JiprU  29, 1776. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congress  isd 
read,  viz. 

A  letter  of  the  25th,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  aretoraoftiie 
army  at  New-York : 

A  letter  from  major  Wrixon,  declining  to  accept  of  the  comnussion  of  (W 
iBngineer : 

A  letter  from  the  council  of  safetv  of  Maryland,  with  the  exAOUDadoBif 
Alexander  Ross,  and  sundry  papers  found  in  his  possession: 

Resolvedt  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  and  the  letter  frontk 
council  of  safety  of  Maryland,  witli  Mr.  R^oss's  papers,  be  referred  to  ic» 
mittee  of  five :  / 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Goldsborou^.^' 
Paine,  and  Mr.  Rodney. 

Also,  a  letter  of  the  19th  from  general  Lee,  and  one  from  Thomas  Biiil^; 
and  a  petition  from  Dr.  J.  Potts,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  said  comiDitttt. 

Besolvedj  That  letters  be  written  by  the  president  to  ^neral  SchuTlcrE^ 
the  committee  of  safety  of  New-York,  desiring  them  to  inform  this  CoDgres^* 
whether  the  continental  commissions  sent  to  them  for  the  officers  of  ^t^ 
raised  by  Connecticut  the  last  campaign,  were  delivered,  or  offered  to  tixscf 
to  any,  and  which  of  them,  and  wneuer  any,  and  which  of  them  refused, « 
accepted  the  same?  and  particularly,  whether  commissions  were  offereti^ 
colonel  Waterbury  and  colonel  Easton,  and  whether  they  refused  accept 
them? 

Resolved,  That  captain  Peter  Adams,  from  Maryland,  under  whose custw^ 
Alexander  Ross  was  brought  to  Philadelphia,  be  dismissed,  and  that  the  s» 
Alexander  Ross  be  committed  to  the  care  of  the  officer  commanding  t)iec«B' 
tinental  troops  in  Pennsylvania. 

Resolvedy  That  a  standing  committee  be  appointed  for  Indian  aiEui^i^^ 
it  consist  of  five ;  that  the  election  of  the  memoers  be  postponed  till  to-mono*- 

Mesolvedt  That  the  Congress,  relying  on  the  integrity  and  honor  of  cipts^ 
A.  M'Gee,  order,  that  he  be  permitted  to  go  at  large,  on  giving  his  pi^^ 
the  committee  of  West  Aug;usta,  not  to  engage  or  be  concerned  in  anr  »*■ 
sure  injurious  to  these  colonies,  by  stimulating  the  Indian  nations  to  mu^e*)^ 
•gainst  them,  or  otherwise. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Benjamin  Marshall,  for  tin  cartouch  boxes,  the  sum  of  465  dollars: 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  esq.  for  subsistence,  wagonage,  and  ferriages  of  tbcK- 
Pennsvlvania  battalion,  the  sum  of  2756  dollars: 

Oraered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid.  ^ 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  3* 
neral  Washington's  letter  of  the  19th,  &c.  Whereupon,    ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  from  Fort-Pitt  be  referred  to  the  coromitt^^ 
pointed  to  consider  the  state  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  departiDeDt* 

R^olved,  That  no  traders  ought  to  go  into  the  Indian  countiy  ^}^^ 
cense  from  the  agent  in  the  department ;  and  that  care  be  taken  by  him  ^r 
vtent  exorbitant  prices  for  goods  being  exacted  from  the  Indians.  > 

Resolved,  That  a  ton  of  powder  be  sent  to  Mr.  a  Morgan,  to  be  im^ 
to  such  Indians  as  he  shall  be  convinced  are  in  our  interest 
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ftescoty  (excepting  ammunitioQ  and  provisions)  and  pay  the  value  thereof  among 
Hke  officers  and  men  employed  in  that  service,  in  sucn  proportions  as  the  com-r 
missioners  shall  determine. 

As  the  petitioner's  account  of  monies  received,  and  disbursements  made  by 
him  for  the  use  of  his  regiment,  on  which  he  claims  a  balance,  can^  for  want  of 
proper  vouchers  and  information  here,  only  be  adjusted  in  Canada^  where  the 
business  was  transacted, 

Hesolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  settlement  in  such  mode  as  the 
•  commissioners  from  Congress,  in  that  province,  shall  direct;  but,  as  the  peti- 
tioner is  in  want  of  money, 

Hesolved^  That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  him  in  part  of  his  demand  ag^unst 
the  United  Colonies* 

With  regard  to  the  petitioner's  request,  that  a  court  of  enquiry  may  be  calle4 
respecting  the  charge  against  him  and  major  Brown,  for  plundering  the  effects 
of  the  pnsoners  :-*A8  brigadier-^neral  Arnold  in  his  letter  of  the  1st  of  Fe- 
bruary last  allefi^es,  that  the  petitioner  and  major  Brown  had  been  publicly 
accused  of  plundering  the  officers'  baggage,  taken  at  Sorell,  contrary  to  the 
articles  of  capitulation,  and  to  the  great  scandal  of  the  American  arms ;  for 
which  reason,  he  declared  it  to  be  hb  opinio^,  that  it  would  give  8;reat  disgust 
to  the  army  in  general,  if  either  of  them  should  be  promoted  until  these  mattera 
were  cleared  up;  and,  as  the  petitioner  asserts  his  innocence,  decl^ng  Aat 
he  neither  plundered,  nor  directed,  nor  was  privy  to  the  plundering  of  anj 
prisoner  or  other  person  whatever:  considering,  therefore,  on  one  hand,  the 
aggravated  nature  of  this  charge,  which  is  an  impediment  to  tlie  petitioner's 
•Eomotion,  and,  on  the  other,  me  great  confidence  reposed  in  him  oy  general 
Montgomery,  and  the  essential  service  which  the  petitioner  has  rendered  t^ 
his  country :  ^  ^ 

Sesolved,  That  tlie  commissioners  from  Confess,  in  Canada,  be  instructecl 
to  cause  enquiry  to  be  made  by  a  court-martial,  or  otherwise,  into  the  cliarge 
Ijgainst  the  petitioner,  giving  him  an  o{>portunity  of  making  his  defence ;  and 
t£at  the  proceedings  thereon  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  in  order  that  justice 
may  be  clone  to  the  \)etitioner,  if  he  has  been  accused  without  sufficient  reason^ 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrfxw. 

SATURDAY,  JprU  27,  1776. 

Rtsolvedt  That  an  order  for  350  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Edy ;  of  which  £50  for  himself,  and  100  for  Isaiah  Beaudreau,  for  serr^ 
vices  done. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  from  North-Carolina  were  laid  before  Congresi 
and  read,  viz. 

An  affidavit  respecting  the  capture  of  W.  Ginn's  brig. 

A  letter  from  Siamuel  Johnson,  president  of  the  convention,  dated  the  10th 
instant,  enclosing  sundry  resolves  of  the  said  convention,  and  an  extract  of 
a  letter  from  brigadier-general  Moore. 

Mesolved,  That  the  affidavit  be  delivered  to  the  secret  committee : 

That  the  other  papers  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

Congress  proceeded,  to  the  election  of  a  pay-master  general,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Warren,  whose  resignation  was  accepted;  and  the  ballots  being  takoDK 
and  examined, 

William  Palfrey,  esq.  was  elected. 

Congress  also  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  commiasary-genend^ 
for  supplying  the  troops  in  Virginia  with  rations ;  and  the  ballots  bemg  takeEt 
and  examined, 

William  Aylet,  esq.  was  elected. 
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Pravidtdf  That  any  pereon  apprehending  himself  or  henelf  to  beiggnered 
far  the  a<yudication  oi  me  commissioners,  mar  appeal  from  their  seDtncel 
Congress,  such  appeal  being  demanded  and  lodged  with  the  secretiryof  Ca- 
gresSy  within  the  times  limited,  and  the  appellant  giTing  secaritj,  m  tlieiHi- 
nter  nrescribedin  the  case  of  an  appeal  from  the  sentence  of  a  court  tppontd 
ftr  hearing  maritime  causes. 

JfesotocS,  Hiat  the  fnrther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

Smolved,  That  an  order  for  2,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasoreniBb- 
vtir  of  George  Evans,  who  has  contracted  to  supplj  the  Delaware  bsttilioDs  witk 
rations,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  delegates  for  New-Jersey  having  laid  before  Congress  a  nanberofUls 
counterfeited  to  imitate  the  continentafbills  of  credit, 

Saoived,  That  a  committee  of  six  be  appointed  to  consider  of  tininito. 
and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Shennaii,)k 
J.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Mr.  Duane. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Thursday. 

THURSDAY,  Mmy  %  1776. 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read)  tit  tf 
of  the  SL9A  of  April,  from  the  committee  of  secrecy,  war»  and  inteUigence,!^ 
Morth^arolina,  wi4i  a  list  of  prisoners  sent  to  Philadelphia; 

One  of  the  dOth  of  April,  from  general  Washington,  endosing  amoHBl 
from  governor  Cooke ;  and 

One  of  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  Kev* 
York. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  with  the  memom)  a 
closed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  considentioD  t&t 
9tate  of  the  eastern  colonies. 

ttesohstd^  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler,  desiring  hiD,iBC>'^ 
migor  DoogUtss  declines  to  take  the  command  of  the  vessels  on  die  likes>^ 
appoint  captain  Wyncoop  to  that  command,  and  inform  Congress  tkereof  ^ 
the  first  opportunity. 

.  Resohed^  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trem^^ 
favour  of  James  Mease,  commissary,  for  the  use  of  tfie  Pennsylvanit  bittv 
ions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  1st,  from  Henry  Fisher,  of  Lewistown,  directed  to  fte^; 
mittee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  rwi 
"Whereupon, 

Sesolved^  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  battalion,  be  dirtc' 
ed  to  station  thirty-five  men,  with  an  officer,  at  the  False  Cape,  till  bi^ 
orders. 

Eesolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  send  200lb.  of  po^ix^ 
and  fiOOlb  of  lead,  t»  Lewis  town,  for  the  use  of  the  companies  ^^ 
there. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Dr.  William  Murry,  for  account  of  medicine  and  attendance  for  the  m^ 
Pennsvlvania  battalion,  the  sum  of  58^  dollars. 

Oraered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  refered  the  papers  laid  before  Congress  bjt^t 
delegates  from  North«Carolina,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read* 

Ordered^  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  coromlttf  • 
general  Washington's  letter  of  the  24th  of  March  last;  and  after  deU*'^ 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommitted ;  and,  as  the  members  of  the  forocr  co»' 
mittee  are  absent,  that  a  new  committee  be  appointed. 
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The  members  choseuy  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  W.  Livingstob,  and  Mr.  W» 
Rutledse. 

Resoivedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  that  branch  of  the  council  of  safetj 
of  Delaware  goremmentt  residing  in  Kent  county,  to  furnish  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Delaware  battalion,  with  as  many  of  the  pu'blic  arms  of  tha^ 
county  as  may  be  sufficient  for  arming  the  companies  of  the  said  battalion, 
stationed  at  Lewistown,  to  be  used  by  them  till  otherwise  ordered  by  the  said 
branch  of  the  council  of  safety. 

'Fhe  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  May  3,  1776. 

The  committee  ot  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 
To  David  Williams  for  wagon-hire,  the  sum  of  112  dollars : 
Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

Resolved^  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  send  two  hundred  poundff 
ot  Peruvian  bark  to  the  commanding  officer  in  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the 
continental  forces  in  the  southern  department. 
A  petition  from  Peter  Simon  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  jof  three : 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 
Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  Hendrick  Van* 
brune  and  Thomas  Littel,  300  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  township  of  Shrewsbury,  to  enable  them  to  defend  their  sea-coast. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
fj-om  brigadier  lord  Sterling,  dated  the  18th  of  March  last;  which  was  agreed 
to;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  lieutenant-colonel  Ogden,  of  the  first 
battalion  of  New-Jersey,  was  made  upon  good  grounds,  the  Congress  havine 
reserved  and  frequently  exercised  tiie  right  of  promoting  men  of  distinguished 
merit: 

That  the  commissary,  Mr.  Lowry,  be  directed  to  supply  such  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  said  battalion,  as  desire  it,  with  uniforms,  the  oostto  be  deducted  from 
their  pay: 

lliatas  the  army  is  now  removed  from  Cambridge  to  New- York,  the  consi- 
deration of  raising  a  regiment  of  artillery  for  the  service  in  that  city,  as  applied 
for  in  the  said  letter,  be  postponed  till  further  advice  may  be  receivecf  from 
general  Washington,  or  tne  commanding  officer  there. 

A  petition  from  captain  Oswald  Eve  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read : 
Resolved,  That  it  oe  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 
The  members  chosen,  Mr^  Sherman,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  Sergeant. 
Resolved^  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  Mn 
favour  of  colonel  John  Haslet,  for  the  use  of  the  Delaware  battalion  under  his 
command,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  send  SOOlb.  of  powder, 
and  a  proportionable  quantity  of  lead,  to  Lewistown,  for  the  use  of  tibe  troops 
stationed  there. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  report  on  seneral  Washington's  letter  of  the 
^4th  of  March  last  was  recommitted,  brou^t  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 
Ordered,  To  lie  t>n  the  table. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  May  4,  1776. 

T*h#  committee  of  clums  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
T*o  Dr.  David  Cowell,  the  sum  of  97.4  dollars. 
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Ordered^  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  the  Sd,  from  colonel  Hand,  of  the  rifle  battalion,  was  tcidi 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  an  order  for  4000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasttrenk 
favor  of  colonel  Hand,  for  the  use  of  his  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  the  letter  from  colonel  Hand  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Huntington. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  £9th  of  April,  froi 
the  committee  of  safety  of  New-York :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  major  be  appointed  for  the  first  New-Tork  battalioDi  is 
the  room  of  major  Benedict,  who  has  resigned : 

The  ballots  beins  taken  and  examined, 

Barnabas  Tu thill,  esq.  was  elected. 

Sundry  letters,  just  received,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  m.Me 
o^the  10th  of  April,  from  brigadier  general  Wooster,  at  Holland-Hoaae»  be- 
fore Quebec : 

One  of  the  £8th  of  said  month,  from  general'  Schuyler^  dated  Fort-Geocp 
enclosing  the  examination  of  Michael  Ryan : 

One  of  the  2rth  of  the  same  month,  from  governor  Trumbull,  encloao|i 
letter  from  N.  Shaw,  jun.  with  a  list  of  the  cannon  left  at  New-London. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  lay  on  the  table,  on  Monday  Dext,tk 
instructions  given  by  the  naval  committee  to  commodore  Hopkins,  upofi » 
leaviqg  this  port. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  general  Wishiogtan'} 
letter  of  the  24th  of  March :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  cannon,  and  other  stores,  in  Boston,  which  were  on- 
ginaliy  purchased  and  provided  by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  colonies  of  Mis* 
sachusetts-Bay  and  New-Hampshire,  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  colooj 
that  so  purchased  and  provided  them;  and  that  all  the  other  cannon  lefts 
the  colony  of  Massachusetts- Bay,  by  the  British  forces,  be  presented  totb 
said  colony : 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  report,  at  the  request  of  a  colony,  ^uj^' 
poned  till  Monday  next. 

Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  oagcQ«i^ 
Washington's  letter  of  the  4th  of  April:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia,  li^J 
called  to  Cambridge,  commence  on  the  day  of  their  march,  and  cease ofttiiit 
of  their  return. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY.  May  6,  1776. 

Advice  being  received  that  captain  Young,  who  was  fitted  out  at  the  expeiH^ 
of  the  continent,  by  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Alsop,  was  arrived ; 

Resolved,  That^e  secret  committee  be  directed  to  give  proper  orders  f^ 
landing,  securing  and  bringing  to  Philadelphia  the  cargo  imported  by  c^^ 
Young.     ,  ,. 

A  memorial  of  captain  Herman  Allen  was  presented  to  Congress*  tndr^' 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims.  . 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  general  Wasbingtog 
letter  of  the  24th  of  March ;  and,  thereupon,  came  to  the  following  rt^l^ 

Whereas  general  Washinslon  has  requested  directions  concerning  die  ^ 
duct  that  should  be  observed  towards  commissioners,  said  to  be  coming  u» 
Great-Britain  to  America,  -/ 

Resolved,  Thatg;eneral  Washington  be  informed,  that  Congress  suppo^ 
commissioners  are  intended  to  be  sent  from  Great-Britaiii  to  trest  of  f^ 
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bat  the  practice  usual  in  such  cases  will  be  observed,  bj  making  previous  ap- 
ilication  for  the  necedsary  passports  or  safe  conduct,  and  on  such  application 
eihg  made,  Congress  will  then  airect  the  proper  measures  for  the  reception  of 
uch  commissioners. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolution,  whereby  persons  resi- 
lent,  or  having  property  in  America,  who  assist  any  of  the  enemies  of  these 
Jnited  Colonies  in  the  captures  of  vessels  or  goods,  may  be  made  liable  to 
aake  20od  the  damage  to  the  sufferers,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read  : 

Or&nd^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  of  Anril,  from  general  Lee,  was  read. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
ito  their  consideration,  the  state  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and  after  some  time 
pent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  repoKed, 
hat  the  committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the  matter  to  them  referred^ 
nd  had  thereupon  come  to  sundry  resolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report 
i^hen  the  house  should  be  ready  to  receive  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  now  delivered  in. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read,  was  agreed  to  a^ 
)Hows : 

Hesolved,  That  ten  millions  of  dollars  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  carrying^ 
II  the  war  for  the  current  vear : 

Tliat  the  Indian  goods  said  to  be  at  Fort-Pitt,  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
United  Colonies : 

That  Indian  goods  to  the  valde  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  be  purchased  at 
[ontreal,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies : 

That  treaties  be  held  with  the  Indians  in  the  different  departments,  as  soon 
9  practicable ;  and  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be  paid  out  of  the 
'easury,  to  the  commissioners  of  each  respective  department,  for  presents  to 
le  Indians  and  the  expenses  of  such  treaties. 

Mr.  Harrison  further  reported,  that  the  committee  desired  him  to  move  for 
ave  to  sit  a^in :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
le  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  meaii3.* 
r  raising  the  ten  millions  of  dollars :  .  , 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Rutled|e,  Mr.  Ger- 
',  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention,  or  council  of  safety  of  Virfihia,  be  empoW' 
ed  to  appoint  surgeons  to  the  battalions  raised  in  the  said  colony,  for  the  ser- 
ce  of  the  continent. 

Resolved^  That  John  Taylor  be  appointed  judge-advocate  to  the  continental 
oops  in  the  colony  of  Virginia. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY.  May  7,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz. 

One  of  the  5th  of  April  from  general  Washington : 

One  of  the  14th  from  John  G.  Frazer,  enclosing  a  list  of  the  vessels,  cannon, 

d  ordnance-stores  left  by  the  enemy  at  Boston: 

One  from  sundry  prisoners  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  dated  21st  March : 

One  from  L.  F.  of  St.  Eustatia,  dated  5th  of  April  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Mr  Duane. 

A  petition  from  John  Bayard,  P.  Moore,  and  John  Patton,  was  presented  to 

ingress  and  read  :    Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  the  petitioners 

Oib.  of  powder»  for  the  use  of  the  privateers  they  are  fitting  out. 
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EMMoLvit  That  one  hundred  dollars  be  paid  bjr  the  treaftarentoM.GiiMi, 
a  Canadian  prisoner,  upon  bis  giving  a  bill  upon  his  friend  at  MoDtreil  fcr  fc 
like  sum,  payable  on  demand. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  thefapn 
laid  before  Congress  bj  the  dele^tes  of  North-Carolina:  WherevpoD, 

BeMlvid^  That  another  battalion  rused,  in  North-Carolina,  in  sdditiMk 
the  five  battalions  already  ordered  for  the  defence  of  that  colonj»  be  tikaii- 
to  the  pay  and  senrice  of  the  United  Colonies : 

That  a  deputy  quarter-master  general  be  appointed  for  the  soutben  d^- 
jnent,  to  be  employed  in  North-Canrfina :    . 

That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  procure  and  forward  tvdiekki' 
pieces  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  North-Carolina : 

That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  forward  three  tons  of  gufnio 
for.  the  defence  of  the  said  colony : 

That  the  committee  on  qualifications  be  directed  to  purchase  and  bcnA 
to  North-Carolina,  a  chest  of  medicines  and  instruments,  equal  innlMO 
one  of  those  furnished  by  the  Pennsylvania  battalions,  for  each  of  the  ax bu- 
talions  raised  in  the  colony  oi  North-Carolina. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  quarter-master  geaenlii 
the  southern  department ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Nicholas  Long,  esq.  was  elected. 

MUaolved,  That  Nicholas  Lon^  esq.  have  the  rank  of  a  colonel  in  tk  ca- 
tinental  army. 

The  convention  of  North-Carolina  having  recommended  sandiy  gentleas 
for  field-officers  of  the  six  battalions  raised  in.that  colony.  Congress  pncH^ 
«d  to  a  choice,  and  the  followioe  gentlemen  were  elected ; 

Francis  Nash,  esq.  colonel,  Thomas  Claike,  esq.  lieutenant-coliaiel,  Wte 
Davis,  esq.  major,  6f  the  1st  battalion. 

Alexander  Martin,  esq.  colonel,  John  Patton,  eaq«  lieatenant-coleael,J« 
White,  esq.  migor»  of  the  second  battalion. 

Jethro  Sumner,  esq.  colonel,  William  Alston,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel) Sitt* 
el  Lockart,  esq.  major,  of  the  Sd  battalion. 

Thomas  Polk,  esq.  colonel,  James  Tbackston,  esq«  lieutuiant-coloDely^ 
liam  Davidson,  esq.  major,  of  the  4th  battalion. 

Edward  Bancombe,  esq.  colonel,  Henry  Irwin,  esq.  Ueutenant-colood,!^^ 
Dawson,  esq.^maior,  of  the  5th  battalion. 

Alexander  Liliington,  esa.  colonel,  William  Taylor,  esq.  lietttenaDtHiidB^ 
Gideon  Lamb,  esq.  mMor,  ot  the  6th  battalion.  , 

Ordered,  That  tlie  letter  received  yesterday  from  general  Lee,  be  refitna 
to  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  received  this  aiermBg' 

Resolved,  That  the  committ^  appointed  to  purchase  stockings  fortheti«f^ 
in  Canada,  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  general  assemblies  of  M assacboi^ 
Bay  and  Connecticut,  and  request  them  to  assist  in  procuring  the  laid  i^' 
ings. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  memorial  from  the  committee  of  s>^ 
of  Pennsylvania;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  twenty  of  the  heaviest  cannon,  taken  by  commodore  if 
kins,  at  New-Providence,  and  brought  from  thjence  to  New-London,  and  s>f 
carried  to  Newport,  be  brought  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia!  anddelivtfed^^ 
committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  tor  the  defence  and  protectiofia^ 
said  city ;  to  remain  there  dunng  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  . 

Wilhavi  Peachy,  esq.  colonel  of  the  fifth  Vii^nia  battalion,  having  resi^^ 
Congress  proceeded  to  elect  a  gentleman  to  supply  his  place;  and,  the  m^ 
being  taken, 

Charles  Scott,  esq.  was  elected ;  and, 

Alexander  Spotswood  was  elected  lieutenant^colonel  of  the  secoad  W^ 
in  the  room  of  colonel  Scott 
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that  the  practice  usual  in  such  cases  will  be  observed,  bj  making  previous  ap- 
plication for  the  necessary  passports  or  safe  conduct,  and  on  such  application 
bcdngmade.  Congress  will  then  direct  the  proper  measures  for  the  reception  of 
such  commissioners. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolution,  whereby  persons  resi* 
dent,  or  having  property  in  America,  who  assist  any  of  the  enemies  of  these 
United  Colonies  in  the  captures  of  vessels  or  ^ods,  may  be  made  liable  to 
make  sood  the  damage  to  the  sufferers,  brought  m  a  report  which  was  read : 

Or&red^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  of  April,  from  seneral  Lee,  was  read. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  their  consideration,  the  state  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported, 
tnat  the  committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the  matter  to  them  referred, 
and  had  thereupon  come  to  sundry  resolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report 
when  the  house  should  be  ready  to  receive  them. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  be  now  delivered  in. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read,  was  Agreed  to  as 
follows : 

Resolved^  That  ten  millions  of  dollars  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  war  for  the  current  year : 

That  the  Indian  goods  said  to  be  at  Fort-Pitt,  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
United  Colonies : 

That  Indian  goods  to  the  value  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  be  purchased  at 
Montreal,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies : 

That  treaties  be  held  with  the  Indians  in  the  different  departments,  as  soon 
as  practicable ;  and  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury,  to  the  commissioners  of  each  respective  department,  fpr  presents  to 
^e  Indians  and  the  expenses  of  such  treaties. 

Mr.  Harrison  farther  reported,  that  the  committee  desired  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  sit  aflgin :  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  America. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means. 
for  raising  the  ten  millions  of  dollars : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Ger- 
ry, Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention,  or  council  of  safety  of  Virginia,  be  empow- 
ered to  appoint  surgeons  to  the  battalions  ndsed  in  the  said  colony,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  continent. 

Resolved^  That  John  Taylor  be  appointed  judge-advocate  to  the  continental 
troops  in  thexolony  of  Virginia. . 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  May  7,  irr6. 

SunBiT  letters  being  received^  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz. 

One  or  the  5th  of  April  from  general  Washington : 
.    One  of  the  I4th  from  John  G.  Frazer,  enclosing  a  list  of  the  vessels,  cannon, 
smd  ordnance-stores  left  by  the  enemy  at  Boston: 

One  from  sundry  prisoners  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  dated  21st  March : 

One  from  L.  F.  ot  8t  Eustatia,  dated  5th  of  April : 

Resolved,  That  die  said  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Mr  Ouane. 

A  petition  from  John  Bayard,  P.  Moore,  and  John  Patton,  was  presented  to 
Congress  and  read :    Whereupon, 

BLesolved^  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  the  petitioners 
fSOpib.  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  ti^e  privateers  they  are  fitting  out 
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ResolvBdt  Tbat  (»e  hundred  dollars  be  paid  by  the  treasurers  to  M.  Giaioi. 
a  Canadian  prisoner,  upon  his  giTing  a  bill  upon  his  friend  at  Montreal  br  tlM 
Kke  sum.  payable  on  demand. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  copimittee  on  the  papeii 
laid  before  Congress  by  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina:  Whereupon, 

Mesfdved,  That  another  battalion  raised,  in  North-Carolina,  in  addition  to 
the  five  battalions  already  ordered  for  the  defence  of  that  colony,  be  takea  ia- 
to  the  pay  and  service  of  the  United  Colonies : 

That  a  deputy  quarter-master  general  be  appoiDted  for  the  southern  depsrt* 
ment,  to  be  employed  in  North-X^arolina : 

That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  procure  and  forward  twelve  ieM- 
pieces  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  North-Carolina: 

That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  forward  tiuree  ton^  of  gpia-powdor 
for  the  defence  of  the  said  colony : 

That  the  committee  on  qualifications  be  directed  to  purchase  and  forward 
to  North-Carolina,  a  chest  of  medicines  and  instruments^  equal  in  valve  to 
one  of  those  furnished  by  the  Pennsylvania  battalions^  for  each  of  tiie  sa  bat- 
talions raised  in  the  colony  of  North-CaroKna. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  quarter-master  gei^eral  tat 
ike  southern  department ;  and  the  ballots  bduig  taken, 

Nicholas  Long,  esq.  was  elected. 

BesolveA,  That  Nicholas  Long,  esq,  have  the  rank  ef  a  colonel  in  the  con- 
iinental  army. 

l^e  convention  of  North*Carolina  having  recommended  sundry  gentlemen 
for  field-officers  of  the  six  battalions  raised  in  that  colony.  Congress  proceed- 
ed  to  a  choiee,  and  the  f(^lowing  gentlemen  were  elected : 

Francis  Nash,  esq.  colonel,  Thomas  Clarke,  esq.  lieutenant-cidonel,  Williaa^ 
Davis,  esq.  nu^r,  of  the  1st  battalion. 

Alexander  Martin,  esq.  colonel,  John  Patton,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel,  John 
White,  esq.  mi^or,  of  the  second  battalion. 

Jethro  Sumner,  esq.  colonel,  William  Alston,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel^Sawi- 
el  Lockart,  esq.  major,  of  the  Sd  battalia. 

Thomas  Polk,  esq.  col<mel,  James  Thackston,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel)  WU* 
liam  Davidson,  esq.  m^or,  of  the  4th  battalion. 

Edward  Bancombe,  esq.  colonel,  Henry  Irwin,  esq.  lieutenant-colonel*  I^ 
Dawsoto,  e8i|.  major,  of  the  5th  battalion. 

Alexander  Lillingion,  esq.  colonel,  WUliam  Taylor,  esq.  lieutenant-coloody 
Gideon  l*amb,  esq.  maior,  of  the  6th  battalion. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  letter  received  yesterday  from  general  Lee,  be  refcittd 
to  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  received  this  morning. 

JResotvedf  That  the  committee  appointed  to  purchase  stockines  for  the  troops 
in  Canada,  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  general  assemblies  of  M>asachaaetts- 
Bay  and  Connecticut,  and  request  them  to  assist  in  procuring  the  said  stock* 
ings. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  memorial  from  the  committee  of  safetj 
of  Pennsylvania ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  twenty  of  the  heaviest  cannon,  taken  by  commodore  H<^ 


said  cit^ ;  to  remain  there  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  , 

William  Peachy,  esq.  colonel  of  the  fifth  Virginia  batUlion,  having  ^f««*ff}^' 

Congress  proceeded  to  elect  a  gentleman  to  supply  hb  place;  ai^f  the  ballots 

being  taken, 

Charles  Scott,  esq.  was  elected ;  and, 

Alexander  Spots  wood  was  elected  liettteaAnt-coIonel  of  the  secc»d  bettaW* 

in  the  room  of  colonel  Scott. 
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Betfohfed,  That  tucb  of  tbe  iron  CMioon,  as  was  brou^bt  from  Tkondercm 
to  Boston,  and  have  not  been  removed  by  general  Washington,  be  lent  for  tM 
defence  of  the  town  and  harbor  of  Boston,  to  renuun  there  during  &e  pleasure, 
iof  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY.  Mtg  8, 1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  William  Brail  y  for  thirty  days  wagonage  in  conveyinc  captam  Steven- 
son's baggage  from  Yir^nia  to  Roxbury,  the  sum  of  GOdoluvs  $  md  that  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Daniel  M'Pherson. 

To  James  M'Donnet,  for  wa^age,  in  conveying  baa;age  belonging  to  cap- 
iain  Talbot's  company  of  the  sisth  Pennsylvania  battafion,  to  New^York,  the , 
8«m  of  1 17.9  dollars :  '  ' 

{Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  tbe  5th  from  seneral  Washington,  one  of  the  4th  from  WilOam 
Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  and  one  of  the  2d  from  captaiif  Delaplace,  a  pd^ 
soner,  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  8.  Adams,  Mr.  Wythe,  1^^  Rodney,  Mr*  IL 
H.  Liee,  and  Mr.  Whipple.  *  . 

A  petition  from  captain  Gideon  Warren,  and  a  letter  from  Joseph  Wood- 
ward, chairman  of  the  committee  of  New-Hampshire  grants^  were  presented 
fo  Congress,  and  read :     , 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five«  who  are  direeted  to 
hear  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  said  letter,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress  c 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Lynch, 
and  Mr.  Alexander. 

The  instructions  given  by  the  naval  committee  to  commodore  Hopkins,  be- 
ing  laid  before  Congress,  and  read, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  seven  ;  and  that  it  bean  iii* 
struction  to  Ihe  said  committee,  to  enquire  how  far  commodore  Hopkins  has 
complied  with  the  said  instructions,  and  if,  upoi|  enquiry,  they  shall  find  that  he 
has  departed  therefrom,  to  examine  into  the  occasion  thereof;  also,  to  enquire 
into  the  situation  of  the  eovemor  and  lieatenant-govemor  of  Providence,  and 
tiie  other  officer,  brought  from  thence,  and  report  what,  in  their  opinion,  is  pro- 
per  to  be  done  with  tnem : 

That  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  witnesses  and  papers : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  J.  Aduns,  Mr.  M^Kean,  Mr. 
Paane,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  W.  Livineston. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress,  that  Kirkland,  a  prisotier,  has  broken 
gaol  and  made  his  escape, 

Resohed,  That  a  committee  of  tiiree  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means 
to  have  him  retaken : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Resolved^  That  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  this  Congress,  that  any  officer 
«r  officers,  bearing  continental  commissions,  shall  have  oepatted  from  <^eri« 
an  enquiry  shall  be  made« 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  Aaron  Biddle 
and  John  Helm,  75  lbs.  powder,  for  fte  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Upper-Penn#- 
neck,  in  New-Jersey. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  Resolved  itself  into  a  committee 

of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  &e  state  of  the  colonies ;  slid,  after 

some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison 

reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  matter  te  thei^ 
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referred,  tmtnot  having  come  to  anj  resolatkms  thereon,  desired  him  to  mon 
for  leave  to  tit  again. 

»   Beiohedp  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  these  colonies. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to«niorrow. 

THURSDAY,  May  9.  1776. 

A  letter  from  Ab.  Livingston,  offering  to  resign  the  contract  made  with  tbe 
convention  of  New-Tork,  ror  supplying  the  troops,  in  that  colony,  with  prori- 
^ons ;  also,  a  letter  of  die  8th  fnmi  colonel  James  Easton,  were  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  thej  be  referred  to  acommittee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen^  Mr.  M^ean,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

Application  being  made  for  a  safe  conduct  for  Mrs.  Bellew,  wife  of  castaii 
Bellew,  of  the  Liverpool,  to  pass  through  the  country  to  her  relations  in  Mir- 
Uehead, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  for  consideration  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Hn 
A.  Morris. 

The  committee  of  claims  report,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Wm.  Bedford,  £>r  cartouch  straps,  the  sum  of  193.3  dollars : 

To  colonel  Jos.  Read,  for  camp  equipage,  &c«  procured  for  general  Wiih- 
ington,  die  sum  of  434.^  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  said  committee  having  reported  on  the  petition  and  accounts  of  cap- 
tain Herman  Allen,  which  were  referred  to  them, 

Beeohedi  That  the  said  petition  and  accounts  be  referred  to  the  committee 
en  the  treasury.  ^ 

The  committee  on  prisoners,  ta  whom  the  letter  from  Henry  Beawhont,  of 
the  26th  regiment  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  was  referred,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  said  Henry  Beaumopt  be  permitted  to  reside  with  m 
wife  and  family  at  Elizabeth-town,  in  the  colony  of  New-Jersey 9  he  giving  to 
Ihe  committee  of  inspection  and  observation  of  the  «dd  borough,  his  parole,  la 
the  form  prescribed  by  Congress. 

-  The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  raising.ten  roilUoDS 
of  dollars  for  the  service  of  the  current  year,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read  and  considered:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  five  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted  in  bills  of  credit,  in  part 
of  the  ten  millions  voted  for  the  service  of  the  current  year :  .. 

,'  That  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  be  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  saw 
five  millions  of  dollars,  at  such  periods,  and  in  such  manner  and  proportions  as 
Congress  shall  hereafter  direct  and  appoint. 


the  current  year.  .  . 

The  committee  having  informed  Congress  that  they  have  not  had  time  to 
.tomplete  their  report : 

IteeolvedfjaY^X  they  have  leave  to  sit  again. 
;    Captain  Budden  having  been  taken  by  the  Liverpool  man  of  war,  and  p^ 
mitted,  on  his  parole,  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  procure  a  prisoner  to 
be  civen  in  exchange  for  him,  .  ^ 

Mmlved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to>  consider  the  pr(^V 
of  eicbanging  seamen : 

The  mem^rs  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr.  Huntington. 
:    Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  resolved  itse(f  into  a  comDUtcee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  oonsideration  the  state  of  the  United  Colomes  \  ano. 
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after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harri- 
son reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  matter  re- 
ferred to  them,  and  have  come  to  a  resolation  thereon)  which  he  read  and  de- 
livered in. 

The  resolation  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  again  read,  and  the  deter- 
mination thereof,  at  the  request  of  a  colonjr,  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  application  in  favor  of  Mrs.  Belle w  was  r^erre4» 
brought  in  a  Report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Sesoi/cedf  That  a  passport  be  granted  to  Mrs.  Bellew  to  come  to  tbe  city  of 
Philadelphia,  under  escort  of  a  continental  officer,  and  that  she  may  reside 
safelj  and  unmolested  in  the  said  city,  until  her  friends  in  New -England  come 
to  escort  her  to  Marblehead,  when  a  safe  conduct  shall  also  be  granted  to  her 
for  that  journey,  and  for  her  residence  there  during  her  pleasure. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  May  10,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th,  from  general  Washington,  and  one  of  the  3d,  from  The* 
■las  Cushin^were  laid  before  Congress,  apd  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  tiie  committee  on  the  state  of  the  eastern 
colonies. 

A  letter  from  Monsieur  Docaisor  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  secret  coipmittee. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  general  Washing- 
ton's letter,  of  the  5th,  and  the  papers  enclosed,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration  :  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  the  1st  day  of  April  last,  es- 
tablishing the  mode  of  settling  the  public  accounts,  be  transmitted  to  the  ge- 
neral: 

That  the  resolution  of  Conaress,  passed  the  17th  of  January  last,  allowing 
one  dollar  and  one -third  of  a  dollar  to  the  officers,  in  lieu  ojf  expenses  forinlist- 
ing  each  soldier,  being  a  eenend  regulation,  extends  to  the  troops  raised  in  the 
eastern  department ;  aha  that  the  general  be  directed  to  make  that  allowance 
for  all  the  troops  inlisted  since  the  time  of  passinfl;  the  said  resolution : 

That,  as  the  road  recommended  by  general  Washington  to  be  opened  between 
die  town  of  Newbury,  on  Connecticut  river,  and  the  province  of  Canada,  will 
facilitate  the  march  and  return  of  the  troops  employed  iA  that  quarter,  and 
promote  the  public  service,  the  general  be  directed  to  prosecute  the  plan  he  has 
formed,  respecting  the  said  road: 

That  ten  tons  of  aun-powder  be  sent  to  New-Tork : 

That  400,000  dwlars  be  sent  to  the  pay-master  general  for  the  u^  of  the  ar- 
my in  New- York  and  the  Massachusetts-Bay : 

That  the  commanding  officers  in  the  difierent  departments  and  posts,  shall 
BMke  monthly  returns  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  continental  army,  of  the 
number  and  state  of  the  troops,  and  the  military  stores  in  their  respective  de- 
partments :  . 

That  this  Conaress  has  hitherto  exercised,  and  ought  to  retain  the  power  of 
promoting  the  officers  in  the  continental  service  according  to  their  merit ;  and 
that  no  promotion  or  succession  shall  take  place  upon  any  vacancy,  without  the 
authority  of  a  continental  commission. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  repcnrted  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  the  same  was  agreed  to  as  follows :    ' 

MeMohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  assemblies  and  conven- 
tions of  the  United  Colonies,  where  no  n^ovemment  sufficient  to  the  exigencies 
of  their  affairs  hatk  been  hitherto  established,  to  adopt  such  government  as  shaU, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  best  conduce  to  the  happi-* 
B980  ana  safety  rftheir  constituents  in  particulari  and  America  in  general. 
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Mu9lv€i»  That  a  c«mauUee  of  three  he  af  peinted  i»  prepaid  a  pitmiikiB 
ttiA  foittgaiDfl;  refioliition : 

The  uembera  cboaeiiy  Mr.  J.  Adtmtiy  Mr.  Betted^,  and  Mr.  B.  H.  Itt. 

Seaolvedt  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  col.  DaTid  P«tttr, 
asd  capt.  Daaiet  MaskeU,  800  lbs.  of  powder,  and  I,i000lb8.of  lead  for  tkciie 
of  the  mhabitants  of  Bridgetown^Curaberland  coiiiity«  in  New-Jen^. 

The  cooMQfttee  to  whom  wero  referred-the  tetter  from  geoertl  Waakiutte 
of  the  £5thaiidie6th  of  April,  the  case  of  Alexander  Rosa,  and  the  letter  Jna 
gaBArai  Iiee*  hroi^t  in  a  report*  which  waa  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  ilieeisten 
colomea*  hrooght  in  a  renort,  which  was  read. 

Congress  molved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  latBcnnil- 
oration  the  state  of  the  United  Colonies  u^nd/after  some  time  spesttkema, 
the  president  resun^ed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported^  that  tiie  owut- 
tee  oaTO  had  under  consideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but  sot  biTiif 
had  time  to  finish  their  enquiries,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  t&  i 
again. 

.  Besolvid,  That  Congress  will,  on  Mottdaj  next,  resblve  itself  iato  tco- 
mittee  of  the  wJbole,  to  take  into  cooskleration  the  state  of  the  Ciis 
Colonies. 

Besolvidj  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence  be  directed  te  if 
their  proceedings  before  Congress  on  Monday  nei^  withholding  the  ntfKi > 
thepersons  they  hare  employed,  or  with  whom  they  have  correspooded. 

Tne  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  exGhaag;iB|  wM 
brought  in  a  report,  which  waa  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereopeo, 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Ball,  of  the  Rodbock,  and  ti)e  three seameBW 
were  taken  with  hia^  and  vt  now  prisoners  in  tiie  lower  oouQliei  on  D^ 
Y^are,  be  exchanged  for  captain  Budden  and  his  aoii»  Seth  Davis,  and  Sw 
Conyers : 

That  six  of  the  seamen  now  prisoners  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  ^^^^^  A^J^ 
committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  may  be  given  in  exchange  for  the  nw*' 
ing  persons,  viz.  Mr.  Lightbody,  James  Hage^  Fortescue,  apilot^^i 

lYiUiam  Martin,  Jacob  Wilson,  and  John  Durry : 

-That  the  said  exchange  of  prisoners  be  conducted  by  such  pn^  P^ 
9S  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvuiia  may  appoint  for  that  parptfe. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  trom  Ab.  LivisgstflB»  der 
ing  to  cancel  the  contract  he  had  made  with  a  committee  of  tiie  convtfg^* 
^ew-York,  for  supplying  the  forces  in  that  colony  with  provisiona,  bcvip^"' 
their  report,  whicn  was  taken  into  consideration  i  Whereupon,  . 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  Ab.  Livingston,  in  voluntarily  redgning  s  <»?^ 
which  might  have  been  so  profitable  to  Um,  has  exhibited  an  exanf  le  »  r 
lie  spirit,  and  Congress  accept  the  resignation  of  his  contract.  , 

Mesolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  mei^ 
retaking  Moses  Kirkland,  be  empowered  to  send^  express  to  theaoatl)*^ 
and  desire  the  committees  or  councils  of  safety  ot  the  southern  ^^^^^ 
their  utmost  endeavours  to  have  him  apprehended,  and.that  the^  oftra  iv*^ 
of  one  hundred  dollars,  in  addition  to  tna  hundr^  already  omred,&ripr 
hendinff  uid  securing  the  said  Moses  Kirkland.  . 

Bemved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  toe  council-  of  ssfetj  ^^ 
sylvania,  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  gaoler,  who  had  the  cu? 
nnd  custody  of  Moses  KirUand,  and  if  they  find  him  culpable,  that  the/^ 
him  removed.  .       u 

Meeolvedy  That  Geoive  Morgan,  esq.  agent  under  the  conimiBsioi^ 
Indian  aflOurs  in  the  middle  department,  be  directed  to  purcbaie  the  11°^ 
joods,  said  to  be  at  PitUburg,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies.  ,( 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  so  v^  ^ 
Alexander  Base  i  Wbcreupony 
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Resolvedj  Th«t  the  said  Alexander  Bdss  be  dlacharged  from  confinement. 
Adjoonned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Jlfty  11, 1776. 

A  petitiDn  firom  John  Jacobs,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others^  was  presented 
to  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  state  of 
the  eastern  colonies ;  Whereupon, 

Sesolved^  That  the  two  battalions,  directed  by  the  assembly  of  Rhode- 
[gland  to  be  raised,  be  taken  into  continental  pay;  the  battalion  or* 
dered  to  be  raised  in  November  last,  from  the  time  they  were  armed,  clothed, 
and  fit  for  duty ;  and  the  one  since  ordered  to  be  raised,  from  the  present  time  ; 
provided  they  be  armed,  clothed,  and  fit  for  service ;  and  that,  it  they  be  not 
so  armed  and  appointed,  they  be  taken  into  continental  pay,  as  soon  as  they 
shall  be  arm^  and  mustered : 

Mesohedf  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  committee  for  Indian  affairs  be  directed  to  take 
measures  for  carrying  into  execution  the  resolution  of  the  6th,  for  holding  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  in  the  different  departments,  as  soon  as  practicable. 

That  the  fMh  of  July  be  fixed  on  for  holding  a  treaty,  at  Pittsburg,  with  the 
[ndians,  in  the  middle  department;  and  that  toe  standing  committee  be  direct* 
Bd  to  inform,  the  agent,  and  desire  him  to  notify  the  Indians,  and  invite  them 
to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned :  and  also,  that  the  said  committee 
inform  tiie  commissioners,  and  desire  them  to  attend. 

JResolved^  That  John  Harvey  be  appointed  a  commissioner  for  Indian  aflQdrs 
in  the  middle  department 

Certain  resolutions  of  the  board  of  officers  in  Philadelphia,  and  a  petition 
from  the  committee  of  privates  of  the  military  association  of  the  city  and  liber- 
ties of  Philadelphia,  were  presented  to  Con^ss,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

A  memorial  from  Caunier  de  la  Berthaudure  was  presented  to  Congress^ 
ind  read: 

Orderedj  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Beeolvedp  That  two  sets  of  trepanning  instruments  be  sent  to  Virginia  for 
the  use  of  the  surgeons  of  the  continental  troops  there ;  and  that  two  sets  of 
trepanning  instruments,  and  100  lb.  of  Peruvian  bark,  be  sent  to  North-Caro- 
lina, for  the  use  of  the  continental  troops  in  that  colony. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  tiie  whole,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  colonies  in  the  eastern 
department,  and  the  resolvei  of  the  officers,  and  petition  of  the  committee  of 
privates  of  the  military  association  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia; 
ftnd,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  ana  Mr. 
Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  consideration  tiie  mattere 
to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ;  but,  not  having  time 
to  finish,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  resolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress  be- 
ing read, 

Besohed,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  ^stponed  to  Monday 
next 

Jiesolved,  That  Congress  will,  on  Monday  pext,  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  state  of  the  colonies  in  the  eastern  department,  and  the  resolves  of  the 
officers,  and  petition  of  the  privates  of  the  nulitary  associati<m  of  the  city  and 
liberties  of  Fhiladelphia. 
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Resolved,  That  the  eecret  committee  be  directed  to  send  500  lb.  of  pov^ 
to  the  committee  of  safety  of  Delaware  government,  for  the  use  of  tbor  wlibi 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

On  account  rendered  bj  the  committee  for  the  upper  district  of  Fredoid 
county,  in  Virginia,  of , the  expenses  incurred  by  canStain  John  NelMs'soM- 
pany  of  riflemen,  the  sum  of  1415.4  dollars,  and  that  the  same  ooglit  is  k 
paid  to  Michael  Fackler,  and  that  the  said  company  <Niglit  to  be  chsr^iiti 
the  sum  of  1016  dollars,  the  amount  of  rifles  ano  goods,  &g.  furnished  forDifir 
use,  the  remainder,  being  for  provisions  and  wagonage,  to  be  charpdtotiK 
continent. 

To  Andrew  M'Nair  for  attendance  and  for  candles,  &€•  the  sum  of  ISIJ 
dollars,  in  full  of  his  account  to  the  30th  of  April  last : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  wagon-master,  for  five  teams  that  went  toCaMb,ilA* 
lance  of  699.6  dollars : 

To  Walter  Drummond,  for  nursing  several  persons  belonging  to  cafinii 
Benezet's  company,  the  sum  of  StT  doflars : 

To  George  London,  for  34  days  wagonage  for  the  6th  battaii<m,  the  HStf 
117.5  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  May  13, 1776. 

A  letter  of  the  9tfa  from  general  Washington,  was  laid  before  CoifRi 
and  read: 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  qualifications. 

Sundry  petitions  were  presented  to  Congress  and  read,  viz.  One  £fwDr. 
Benjamin  Church,  and  one  from  Benjamin,  Samuel  and  Edward  ChutiiiVi^ 
a  certificate  from  three  physicians  respectii^;  the  health  of  Dr.  B.  Chfirck;>^ 
one  from  John  Connolly  and  John  Smith,  accompanied  with  a  letter  frosO^* 
Cadwailader: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prisoners. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  George  Morgan,  at  Pittsburg,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  standing  committee  on  Indian  a&us* 

Resolved^  That  Mrs.  Connolly  have  leave  to  visit  her  husband  in  gaoL 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence  laid  ^"^ 
Congress  a  copy  of  their  proceedings. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  preamble  to  the  resolution  of  C«p^ 
passed  the  10th, brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  (hereof  be  postponed  till  to-momv. 

A  letter  of  the  4ih  from  Edmund  Pendleton,  president  of  the  coouni^* 
flafety  of  Vir^nia,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due,  ,     . 

To  A.  C.  Hanson,  for  the  expenses  of  two  geiitlemen,  a  private  wi^t^ 
m  servant,  on  an  expiedition  to  New- York,  the  sum  of  76.4 dollars: 

To  Rachel  Stiile,  for  boarding  prisoners  now  in  Trenton,  and  "idadiog^ 
iain  Chase's  bill  of  8.5  dollars,  and  a  bill  of  wagonage,  the  sum  of  290.9  ws^ 

To  Robert  Erwin,  wagon-master,  for  wagonage  ^  powd^  from  Bfg-^i^ 
to  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  247  dollars :' 

To  Frederick  Bicking,  for  paper  for  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  thefiH 
of  1109.3  dollars: 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  deputy  muster-master  general,  for  hispaj^^' 
penses  to  the  17th  of  April  last,  the  sum  of  455.6  dollars: 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be. paid. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  ''^^jf  ^ 
mittee  of. the  whole;  and,  after  debate,  the  deteminatioA  thereofi  &t  tbe  ^ 
quest  of  a  colony,  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 
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The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  May  14,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  llth  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  sundry  papers;  a 
letter  of  the  third  from  general  Schuyler,  and  a  letter  of  the  9th  from  Daniel 
Robertson,  were  laid  berore  Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  thej  be  referred  to  a  commmittee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  J  Adams. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Church,  now  confined 
n  gaol  in  Norwich,  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,'  and  a  petition  from  Benja- 
nin,  Samuel,  and  Edward  Church,  tc^ether  with  a  certificate  from  physicians, 
'especting  the  dangerous  state  of  the  aforesaid  Dr.  Church,  were  referred, 
irought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Benjaiinin  Church  be  sent  to  the  colony  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, and  that  the  council  of  the  said  colony  be  requested  to  take  a  re- 
cognizance from  him,  with  two  good  sureties,  in  such  penalty  as  they  shalll 
think  sufficient,  not  being  less  than  one  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  for 
lis  appearance  before  such  court  as  shall  be  erected  for  his  trial,  and  at  such 
ime  and  place  as  such  court  shall  direct,  and  to  abide  the  judgment  of  the 
tame;  anfl  that  they  be  farther  requested,  to  take  his  parole,  not  to  hold  any 
:orrespondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  at  any  time,  to 
lepart  out  of  the  said  colony,  without  their  license;  and  that,  upon  the  per- 
brmance  thereof,  the  said  Dr.  Benjamin  Church  be  set  at  liberty. 

The  assembly  of  Rhode-Island,  having  appointed  two  delegates  to  represent 
hat  colony  in  Congress,  the  credentials  of  tneir  appointment  were  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read,  as  follows : 

TL  S  ^  '*  The  governor  and  company  of  the  English  colony  of  Rhode-Island 
^  '  '^  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  general  assembly  "convened,  to  Ste- 
iheo  Hopkins  and  William  EUery  es^s.  greeting :  Whereas  this  assembly,  r«- 
losing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  abilities  and  integrity,  have  ap- 
lointed  you,  the  said  Stephen  Hopkins  and  William  Ellenr,  delegates,  to.re^ 
>resent  this  colony  in  general  Congress ;  you  are,  therefore,  hereby  empow- 
ered to  join  with  the  delegates  of  the  other  United  Colonies,  in  Congress,  at 
['hiladelirfiia,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  or  at  such  time  and  place  as 
hall  be  agreed  npon  by  the  major  part  of  the  delegates  from  the  said  colonies. 
ITou  are  also  authorized  and  empowered  to  consult  and  advise  with  the  dele- 
gates of  the  said  colonies  in  Coi^ress,  upon  the  most  proper  measures  for  pro- 
acting  and  confirming  the  strictest  union  and  confederation  between  the  said 
Jnited  Colonies,  for  exerting  their  whole  strength  and  force  to  annoy  the  com- 
non  enemy,  and  to  secure  the  said  colonies  their  rights  and  liberties,  both  civil 
tnd  religious,  whether  by  entering  into  treatise  with  anv  prince,  state,  or  po- 
entate,  or  by  such  other  piMdent  and  effectual  ways  and  means  as  shall  be  ae« 
rised  and  agreed  on ;  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  delegates  from  the  said 
Jnited  Colonies,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  enter  into  and  adopt  all  such 
neasures,  taking  the  greatest  care  to  secure  to  this  colony,  in  the  strongest  and 
nost  perfect  manner,  its  present  established  form,  and  all  the  powers  of  gov- 
irnment,  so  Celt  as  relates  to  its  internal  police  and  conduct  of  our  own  affairs, 
iviland  religious.  You  are  also  instructed  and  directed,  to  exert  your  utmost 
.bilities,  incarrying  on  this  just  and  necessary  war,  in  which  we  are  engaged 
gainst. cruel  and  unnatural  enemies,  in  the  most  vigorous  manner,  until  peace 
hall  be  restored  to  tiie  said  colonies,  and  their  nghts  and  liberties  secured 
ipon  a  solid  and  permanent  basis.  Tou  are  also  empoweit^d,  to  join  with  the 
najor  part  of  the  delegates  to  the  said  United  Colonies,  in  adjourning,  from 
ime  to  time,  and  to  such  place  or  places  as  shall  be  thought  proper  for 
ad  daring  one  year.    And,  as  it  may  Ivippen,  that  from  sickness  or  other  ne« 
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cessar^  causes,  one  of  you  majr  be  absent  from  CoDgresf^in  all  such  ci^stL-' 
other  18  hereby  as  fully  empowered  to  represent  mt  colony,  u  tiioagb  ^ 
were  present  and  agreea  in  sentiment.    Mar  4,  1776. 

In  behalf  of  the  g;eneral  aBsembly,  I  have  hefennto  set  my  hand,  aixi  cmi 
the  seal  of  the  colony  to  be  affixed,  the  sixth  day  of  May,  in  the  jeirof« 
Lord,  one  tLoasand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -six. 

NICHOLAS  COOKE,  Goverwr." 
By  his  honor's  command, 

HENRY  WARD,  aeereiary. 
The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Washingtimof  6iel4u<l 
the  letter  from  captain  Delaplace  of  the  2d,  «e.  were  referred,  broagktffltftdr 
report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  as  a  number  of  arms,  fit  for  use,  may  be  bouehtof  tiiemcn, 
who  may  incline  to  sell  them,  general  Washinfi;to&  be  desired  to  emploj  nt^ 
an  agent  as  he  hath  proposed,  to  go  into  any  of  the  colonies  for  tii^puiNK: 
That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  captain  Uelaplace  be  sent  to  major-f  setii 
Schuyler,  and  that  he  be  desired  to  enquire  how  the  things,  therein  nenbiad 
to  have  been  left  by  captain  Delaplace,  were  disposed  of,  and  wkatwiiit 
▼alue  thereof,  and  report  the  matter,  as  it  shall  a{>pear  to  him,  to  Coogrei^ 

That  the  case  of  captain  Delaplace  is  not  distiiiguishable  firom  that  rfs^ 
prisoners  of  war,  who  are  obliged  to  refund  the  expenses  of  their  oaiH' 
ance. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  coIoikI  }d 
Ford,  jun.  three  tons  of  salt-petre,  tobe  by  him  manufacture  hito ganpQv^^ 
for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies^  on  the  same  terms  aa  others  ha?eip^' 
manufacture  it : 

That  the  said  committee  be  directs  to  sell  to  Joseph  Ellis,  400 IV.  of  p^ 
der,  and  a  quantity  of  iron-ball,  sufficient  for  900  lb.  of  powder,  fortk^ 
fence  of  the  colony  of  New-Jersey : 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colonel  Bitd,  SOOl^^ 
powder,  to  prove  the  cannon  he  is  making  for  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the  making  rf^ 
Hon,  be  directed  to  employ  proper  persons  to  attend  and  s6e  tiie  tsstmf^^ 
That  an  order  for  SOOO  aoUars  oe  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  brdrnf  v 
cannon-committee ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  Cfltf^^ 
of  the  whole :  Whereupon,  .  , 

Resolved,  That  the  nve  battalions,  now  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  bf  recn^ 
to  their  full  complements,  and  that  three  additional  battalions  be  raised  n^ 
eastern  department,  for  the  service  of  the  continent,  the  recruits  io  lie  t»*- 
into  continental  pay,  so  soon  as  they  shall  be  armed  and  mustered. 

A  letter  of  the  Tth  from  general  Lee,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  vft$  ^ 
before  Confess,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  ^ 
sideration  a  former  letter  of  general  Lee. 

Martin  Strobach,  lieutenant  of  marines  on  board  the  Hornet  sloopi  ^^ 
the  service  by  sea  to  disafi^ee  with  him,  and  apprehending  he  can  be  of  0^ 
vse  in  the  land  service, bees  permission  to  be  discharged  from  the  present^ 
Tice  he  is  engaged  in,  that  he  may  apply  for  a  lieutenancy  in  the  ^^'^-f^ 
artillery  company,  where  there  is  a  vacancy,  which  he  is  encouraged  t»Bs^ 
application  for : 
Resolved^  That  leave  be  granted  to  discharge  him.  ^^ 

Agreeable  to  order.  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  fe  ^' 
to  take  into  their  farther  consideration,  the  report  of  the  committee  ofl  "^ 
eastern  department,  &c.  and,  after  some  time  spent  tiiereon,  the  |»esidcB<  ^ 
sumcd  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  ki^ 
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under  their  farther  consideration  the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  have  come 
to  sundry  resolutions ;  but,  that  not  having  yet  finished,  they  desired  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  resolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress,  being 
read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  miyor-general  and  brigadier-general  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  continental  army : 

.  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  order  a  major-general  forthwith  to 
take  the  command  in  the  eastern  department,  and  also  ttut  l^e  order  a  briga- 
dier-general on  that  service. 

B^ohxdt  That  the  election  of  the  major-general  and  brigadier-general  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mesolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a* 
cammittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  vesolves  of  the  officers ' 
and  petition  of  the  committee  of  privates  of  the  military  association  of  the  city 
and  liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

Coneress  took  into  conj»ideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  the 
letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  New-Hampshire,  and  other  papers  from 
that  colony,  were  referred ;  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  one  battalion  be  raised  in  New-Hampshire  for  the  service 
iii  the  United  Colonies,  and  paid  and  subsisted  on  the  same  terms  as  the  con- 
>   tinental  troops  in  the  eastern  department ;  the  said  battalion  to  be  taken  into 
continental  pay,  sq  soon  as  they  snail  be  armed  and  mustered.  . 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  send  to  general  Wash^ 
ington,  the  muskets  that  are  at  Newport. 
.    The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  15, 1776. 

Besolvedj  That  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  desired  to  writte 
to  the  committee  of  safety  of  Delaware  government,  to  suspend  the  execution 
of  the  resolve  of  Congress,  for  exchanging  lieutenant  Ball  ror  captain  Budden> 
till  farther  orders. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  draught  ot  the  preamble  brought  in  by 
the  committee,  which  was  agreed  io  as  follows : 

Whereas  his  Britannic  majesty,  in  conjunction  with  the  lords  and  commons 
•f  Great-Britain,  has,  by  a  late  act  of  parliament,  excluded  the  inhabitants  of 
these  United  Colonies  from  the  protection  of  his  crown ;  and  whereas,  no 
answer,  whatever,  to  the  humble  petition  of  the  colonies  for  redress  of  ^ev- 
ances  and  reconciliation  with  Great-Britain,  has  been  or  is  likely  to  be  given  ; 
but,  the  whole  force  of  that  kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is  to  be 
exerted  for  the  destruction  of  the  good  people  of  these  colonies ;  and  whereas, 
it  appears  absolutely  irreconcileable  to  reason  and  eood  conscience,  for  tiie 
.  people  of  these  colonies  now  to  take  the  oaths  and  affirmations  necessary  for 
the  support  of  any  government  under  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  the  exercise  of  every  kind  of  authority  under  the  said  crown  should 
be  totally  suppressed,  and  all  the  pjowers  of  eovemment  exerted,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  neople  of  the  colonies,  for  £e  preservation  of  internal  peace., 
▼irtue,  and  gooa  order,  as  well  as  for  the  defence  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and 
properties,  aeainst  the  hostile  invasions  and  cruel  depredations  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  therefore,  resolved,  &c. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  preamble,  with  the  resolution  passed  the  10th  instant^ 
be  published. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  Edward  Reasby, 
100  lbs.  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitanta  of  Salem  county,  in  New- 
Jersey. 
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The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  May  16. 1776. 

The  fotlowing  letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

One  of  the  Ist,  from  the  commissioners  of  Congress  in  Canada: 

One  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  and  one,  without  date,  from 
gieneral  Washington,  enclosing  a  letter  to  him  from  Dr.  Stringer. 

Sesolved,  That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Stringer  to  ^neral  Wa8yi^;tOB,  be  re* 
ferred  to  tiie  committee  apj[xrinted  to  prepare  medicine  chests :  * 

I1iat  the  otiier  letters  be  referred  to  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jeffenon,  and 
^  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  general  Washington,  requesting  Urn  to 
repair  to  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  he  can  conveniently,  in  order  to  consult  with 
Congress  upon  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  ror  the  carrying  on  the  et- 
suing  catnpai^.  / 

Mesolvedf  That  George  Morgan,  esq.  be  empowered  to  draw  for  a  svm  not 
exceeding  six  thousand  dollars,  to  pay  for  the  goods  he  is  ordered  to  parchttO) 
and  for  defraying  incidental  charges;  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  ten  thoa- 
sand  dollars  voted  £or  the  commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  de« 
partment* 

Whereas  captain  Richard  Butler,  by  accepting  the  oflKce  of  agent  io  the 
middle  d^artment  of  Indians,  has  lost  the  opportunity  of  being  iq^pointed  a 
captain  in  the  continental  service ; 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  compensate  for  that  dis- 
appointment to  him,  by  some  promotion  in  thdr  service. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  major-general  and  bri^dier- 
general  in  the  continental  army;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 
^      Horatio  Gates,  esq.  was  elected  mqor-genend ;  and^ 

Thomas  Mifflin,  esq.  brigadier-general. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Duane  be  lulded  to  the  standing  cottmittee  for  Indian 
affairs. 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Carson  and  Joseph  Donaldson^  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read :  Whereupon, 

Mesolvedj  lliat  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  the  petitioners  50 
lb.  of  powder. 

Resolved,  That  two  of  the  additional  battalions,  ordered  ton  the  Mtii  to  be 
raised  in  the  eastern  department,  be  raised,  one  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  the 
other  in  Connecticut : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  assemMies  of  Massachusetts-Bay 
and  Connecticut,  to  endeavor  to  have  tiie  battalions  inlisted  for  two  years,  on- 
less  sooner  discharged  by  Congress ;  in  which  case,  tiie  men  to  be  allowed  one 
month's  pay  .on  their  discharge;  but,  if  the  men  cannot  be  prevailed  on.to  m- 
list  for  two  years,  that  they  be  inlisted  for  one ;  and  that  they  be  ordered,  as 
80on  as  raised  and  armed,  to  march  immediately  to  Boston.  . 

The  committM^  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Washington  of  fte  25th 
and  26th  of  April,  and  the  case  of  Alexander  Ross,  and  the  letter  from  general 
Lee,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read.  . 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Washington  rf  the  n»' 
and  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  Sd,  and  that  from  captain  l^/j* 
son  of  the  9th,  with  other  papers,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  wiu«» 
was  read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 
Acyoiirned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday. 


JOURNALS  OF  CmfOBBSS.  1776.  34Z 

SATURDAY,  May  18,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  genenil  Washington,  and  three  from  the  commis-t 
rionersin  Canada,  of  the  6th,  8th  and  10th,  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read. 

B€9olved9  That  the  committee,  to  whom  the  former  letter  from  the  commis- 
aioners  was  referred,  be  augmented  to  the  number  of  eight ;  and,  that  these 
letters  be  referred  to  them : 

The  additional  members  chosen,  Mr.  R:  Morris,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R«  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Ratiedge,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re^rred  the  consideration  of  general  Lee'a 
letters  of  the  19th  of  April  and  7th  of  Miiy,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
agreed  to :  Whereupon, 

Me9olv€dj  That  ^nerai  Lee's  scheme  of  sending  throng  the  colon  j  of  Vir- 
ginia to  purchase  rifles,  be,  and  is,  approved : 

That,  as  the  colony  of  Virginia  is  intersected  with  many  navigable  rivers,, 
six  gallies  be  built  for  the  protection  of  the  troops  in  ^eir  transportation  acrosf 
tiie  said  rivers,  at  the  continental  expense,  on  as  cheap  terms  as  the  business 
for  which  they  are  intended  will  admit  of;  that  such  other  defence  of  the  ri- 
vers and  bays,  as  shall  be  requisite  for  the  colony,  be  nt  the  particular  diarge 
of  the  inhabitants  th^of ;  And,  that  general  Lee,  or  the  commanding  officer 
in  Virginia,  transmit  to  Coneress,  as  early  as  possible,  an  account  of  the  ex- 
pense which  shall  be  incurred  in  consequence  of  this  resolution : 

That  ffeneral  Lee,  or  the  commanding  officer  in  Virginia,  be  directed  to  set 
en  foot  the  raising  of  two  companies  of  carpenters,  to  consist  of  house  and  ship 
builders : 

That  eeneral  Lee  be  permitted  to  order  rations  and  forage  for  such  volun- 
teers of  norse,  not  exceeding  500,  as  shall  think  proper  to  attend  the  service  of 
fteir  country  in  the  continental  army,  agreeable  to  general  Lee's  request  and 
proposal: 

That  captain  Dohicky  Arundel's  journey,  to  Virginia,  be  at  his  own,  not 
continental  expense : 

vThat  the  pay  of  the  deputy-ei^neers  be  r^sed  to  SO  dollars  a  month,  and 
that  they  be  allowed  rations  tor  themselves,  and  forage  for  their  horses',  when 
in  camp,  or  necessarily  absent  on  continental  duty : 

That  a  continental  hospital  be  establishjed  in  Virginia,  and  a  director  to  the 
eame  immediately  appointed  by  Consress : 

That  the  scheme  of  adding  two  subalterns  uid  forty  {nrivates  to  the  company 
of  artillery,  be  adopted :  * 

That  the  circumstances  of  affairs  in  the  middle  and  eastern  department  will 
not  admit  of  Mr.  Smith  being  sent  to  general  Lee : 

That  Thomas  Bullet^  esq.  the  deputy  adjutant-general  in  Virginia,  be  ad* 
▼anced  to  the  rank  of  colonel  r 

That  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  enemy's  design,  and  the  number  of  reri- 
nents  already  sent  into  Canada,  it  will  be  inexpedient,  at  present,  to  order 
any  of  the  troops,  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  or  the'colonies  eastward  hereof,  to 
the  southern  department;  nor,  can  Congress,  at  present,  supply  such  troops  as 
are  raised  in  Virginia,  vrith  fire  arms ;  but,  that  general  Lee's  application,  on 
this  subject,  be  attended  to  so  soon  as  an  importation,  sufficientiy  considerable^ 
will  admit  of  his  bein^  supplied ;  and,  that  he  be  assured,  Congress  will  co- 
operate and  aid  him  with  their  power,  to  render  effectual  lus  laudable  endea- 
vors to  establish  the  rights  ^nd  liberties  of  the  good  people  of  this  continent. 

The  Congress  tiien  proceeded  to  tiie  election  of  a  director  of  the  hospital  in 
Virginia,;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Rickman  was  elected. 

Eewotved,  That  the  hospital  in  Virpnia  be' on  the  same  establishment,  ^nd 
the  pay  of  the  officers  thereof,  the  same,  as  the  hospital  established  in  the  east- 
ern department: 
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That  two  sui^eons,  one  apothecary,  six  mates,  one  clerk,  one  8tore-k«fff, 
and  a  nurse  to  every  ten  aick,  with  labourers  occasional! j.  when  neces8v;.k 
allowed  to  the  hospital  in  Virginia': 

That  .the  director  be  empowered  to  nominate  the  surgeons  and  apothecan: 

That  the  mates  be  appointed  bj  the  surgeons,  and  that  the  number  of  ^ 
mates  be  diminished  as  circumstances  will  admit;  for  which  rea80D,tbepj 
&Led  by  the  day,  that  they  may  only  receive  pay  for  actual  sendee. 

Restived^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Virginii,ton»i 
battalion  of  riflemen,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  other  battalions  niied  in  tk: 
colony;  to  be  taken  into  the  pay  of  the  continent,  when  armed  uim- 
tered. 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed,  if  the  service  wiupsit, 

to  station  a  battalion  at  Amboy. 

A  petition  from  Jos.  Trumbull,  commissary-general,  was  presented  teO 
gross,  and  read : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  superintodiig « 
treasury.  . 

The  secret  committee  having  informed  Congress  of  the  arrival  of  ooe«* 
▼easels  fitted  out  at  tiie  expense  of  the  continent,  and  that  she  has  hroop*' 
returns  in  cash,  _^ 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  gjve  orden  fors« 
fte  said  cash,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  to  the  commissioners  in  Ctus: 

That  the  hard  money  in  the  treasury  be  immediately  forwarded  i»p^ 
Schuyler.  , 

The  secret  committee  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  from  Hn  LtngdoD;  s; 
flie  same  beine  read, 

'  Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  secret  corresposksflt 
and  that  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  marine  committtt^ 
tiie  use  of  one  or  mora  of  the  continental  fleet ;  and  that  they  send  thes*^, 
to  the  French  West-India  islands,  in  order  to  procure,  if  possible,  aBflBMrn 
muskets,  not  exceeding  10,000. 

A  petition  from  Ignace  kabal  was  presented  to<7ongres8,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affauf  ^  ^ 
middle  department,  who  are  directed  to  examine  his  claim,  and  paj  kin  ^^^ 
the  money  put  into  their  hands,  what  they  shall  judge  justly  due  tohia 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Connolly  be  directed  not  to  leave  PhiladeifiA  Qk 
&ther  orders  of  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  dav  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  May  20,  1776. 

Lyman  Hall  and  Button  Gwinnett,  esqrs.  two  of  the  delates  from  ^ 
attended,  and  produced  their  credentials;  which  were  readas  ^"^^owi: 

"  In  Congress,  Savannah,  February  2, 1776.  Resolved,  That  five  pa^ 
be  elected  to  represent  this  province  in  the  Continental  Cooffreas,  ^^^>^ 
of  nine  months.  Resolved,Thui  H  be  recommended,  that  mree  of  w  ^^ 
gates  do  proceed,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  Philadelphia,  and  ^Jt^J. 
quorum :  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  in  case  three  snail  i^ot  '^^yy'^ 
ness  or  otherwise,  one  or  more  of  the  delegates  being  presentf  shall  be  coir 
tent  to  represent  this  province,  notwithstanding.  Tne  Congreai  P^^^^ 
ballot  for  the  election  of  delegates,  when,  on  closing  the  poll,  it  VP^^!Lf; 
Archibald  Bullock,  John  Houston,  Lyman  Hall,  Button  Gwinnett,  and^ 
Walton,  esqrs.  were  duly  elected,  and  were  accordingly  declared  as »  r 
sons  to  represent  this  province  in  the  grand  Continent^  Congress*  ^ 
A  true  copy :  EDWARD  L ANGWORTHY,  Becrf^' 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1776.  349 


A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Lee,  at  Williamsburg,  with  three 
lapers  enclosed,  was  lud  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Eesolvedt  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  cominittee  of  five : 

The  members  chosen»  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr. 
*aine,  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

Certun  resolutions  of  the  convention  of  South-Carolina,  respecting  the  bat- 
alions  raised  in  that  colony ;  also,  certain  resolutions  passed  oy  the  general 
tssembly  of  the  said  colony,  respecting  the  manner  in  which  commissioners, 
coming  from  England,  are  to  be  receivM  and  treated  in  that  colony,  were  laid 
lefore  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  respecting'  the  battalions,  be  referred  to  a 
ommittee  of  five : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr  John  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Floyd.  Mr.  W. 
Liivingston*  and  Mr  Morton. 

The  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence  were  read. 

Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
their  farther  consideration  the  state  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and,  after  some 
^me,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the 
committee  nad  taken  into  their  farther  consideration  the  matter  referred  to 
hem ;  but,  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
it  again. 

iSsolved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
ee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  state  of  the  Unit- 
ed Colonies. 

Mesolved,  That  Mr.  Rutledge,  at  his  request,  be  dischamd  from  serving  on 
he  marine,  committee,  and  that  Mr.  Middleton  be  a  member  of  the  said  com- 
nittee  in  his  stead. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  . 

TUESDAY,  May  21,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz. 

T'hree  letters  from  general  Washington,  of  the  18th,  l^h  and  20th,  enclos- 
Qg  sundry  letters  and  papers  of  intelligence  from  England,  and  a  copy  of  the 
reatiesmade  by  his  Britannic  majesty  with  the  duke  of  Brunswick,  for  4,084  of 
is  troops ;  with  the  landgrave  of  Hesse  CasseUfor  12,000  of  his  troops ;  and 
irith  ihe  count  of  Hanau  for  668  of  his  troops : 

A  letter  from  William  Palfrey,  with  a  copy  of  his  weekly  account : 

A  letter  from  John  Langdon  to  general  Washington : 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Austin,  John  Rowe,  S.  Pattridge,  Samuel  Dashwood, 
\nd  John  ScoUy,  of  Boston : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  letters,  and  papers  and  petition,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five ;  that  the  said  committee  De  directed  to  extract  and  publish 
lie  treaties,  and  such  parts  of  the  intelligences  as  they  think  proper ;  also,'  to 
-x>nsider  of  an  adequate  reward  for  the  person  who  brought  tne  intelligence ; 
ind  that  they  prepare  an  address  to  the  foreign  mercenaries  who  are  coming  to 
nvade  America : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mt.  Jefierson,  Mr. 
tt.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  respecting  prisoners,  which  was 
kgreed  to  as  follows : 

Mesolved,  That  all  persons  taken  in  arms  on  board  any  prize,  be  deemed 
prisoners,  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  supreme  executive  power  in  each  colony  to 
vhich  they  are  brought,  whether  the  prize  be  taken  by  vessels  fitted  out  by  the  . 
:ontinept,  or  by  others : 

That  such  as  are  taken,  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  with  humanity, 
kxid  be  allowed  the  same  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  Co- 
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lonies ;  but  that  such  as  are  officers  supply  themselves,  and  be  allowed  to  draw 
bills  to  pay  for  their  subsistence  and  clotmng ; 

That  officers  made  prisoners  in  the  land  service^  be  allowed  the  same  indol* 
gence : 

That  the  officers  be  not  permitted  to  reside  in  or  n^ar  any  sejiport  town,  nor 
public  post-road ;  and  that  the  officers  and  private^  be  not  suffered  to  reside  in 
the  same  places : 

That  in  case  the  officers  cannot  draw  or  sell  their  bills,  ihe  Congress  will  al- 
low for  each  of  them,  two  dollars  a  week  for  board  and  lodgings,  to  be  repaid 
by  said  officers  before  they  are  released  from  their  captivity : 

That  no  tavern-keepers  supply  Any  officers,  who  are  prisoners,  on  the  credit 
of  the  continent : 

That  the  capitulations  entered  into  with  prisonc^ni}  at  the  time  of  their  snr- 
render,  be  punctually  observed : 

That  such  officers  as  surrender  prisoi^ers  of  war,  be  put  on  their  parole,  an- 
te^ Congress  shall  otherwise  direct : 

That  the  form  of  the  parole  be  as  follows : 

I  '  '^  J  being  made  a  prisoner  of  war  bv  the  army  of  the  thirteen  Unit- 
ed Colonies,  in  Norm- America,  do  promise  ana  engage,  on  my  w^  and  honor, 
4nd  on  the  faith  of  a  ^ntleman,  to  dep^  frpi^  hence  to  —  ■  ■  ,  in  the  pro- 
vince of— ——,  being  the  place  of  my  destination  and  residence,  andthere^ 
orwithin  six  miles  thereof,  io  remain  during^  the  present  war  between  Great- 
!Qritain  and  the  said  United  Colonies,  or  until  the  Congress  of  the  said  United 
Colonies,  or  the  assembly,  convention,  or  committee,  or  council  of  safety  of  the 
aaid  colony,  shall  order  otherwise ;  and  that  I  will  not,  ditrectly'  or  indurectlr» 
give  any  intelligence  whatsoever  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  of 
or  sa^  any  thing  in  opposition  to,  or  in  prejudice  of  the  n^eaaurea  and  pro- 
ceedings of  any  Congress  for  the  said  colonies,  durine  the  preseat  trpiiUes,  or 
until  I  am  duly  exchanged  or  discharged.  Given  unoer  my  hand,  this  day 
of  A.  D.  1776. 

That  the  said  parole  be  signed  by  the  officers : 

That  such  as  refuse  to  subscribe  the  parole,  be  committed  to  prison : 

That  David  Franks,  esq.  agent  to  the  contractors  for  victualling  the  troops  of 
{he  king  of  Great-Britain,  be  permitted  to  supply  the  prisoners  with,  provisigpf 
and  other  necessaries,  and  t^  sell  his  bills  for  ^uch  sums  of  money  fis  are  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose : 

And,  to.enable  him  todo  tiiis  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  eropkyera,  that  acQia- 
missioned  officer  be  permitted,  once  a  month,  to  visit  the  prisoners  so  victaalkd 
and  supplied,  in  order  to  count  their  nupibers  and  certi^  the  rolls : 

That  such  of  the  prisoBers  as  are  not  supplied  by  Mr.  Franks,  be  furnished 
with  provisions  not  exceeding  the  rations  allowed  to  privates  m  the  service  of 
the  continent. 

That  the  women  and  children  belonging  to  prisoners,  be  furnished  with  sob* 
sistence,  and  supplied  with  firing  and  other  things  absolutely  necessary  for 
their  support: 

That  no  prisoners  be  inlisted  in  the  continental  army : 

That  the  prisoners  be  pern^tted  to  exercise  their  trades,  and  to  labor,  in  or- 
der to  support  themselves  and  families : 

That  tne  committees  of  inspection  and  observation,  for  the  counties,  districts, 
or  towns,*  assigned  for  the  residence  of  prisoners,  be  empowered  to  soperinteat 
their  conduct,  and,  in  eases  of  gross  misbehavior,  to  confine  them,  and  report 
to  their  respective  assemblies,  conventions,  or  committees,  or  councils  of  safety, 
tbeproceeaings  had  on  such  occasions : 

Tnat  a  list  of  the  prisoners  in  each  colony  be  made  out  by  the  committees  of 
the  counties,  towns,  or  districts  where  tiiey  reside,  i^nd  transmitted  to  the  as- 
sembly, convention,  or  council  or  committee  of  sfifety  of  auch  colony,  reqiectiY^ 
]y,  who  shall  send  a  copy  thereof  to  Congress. 
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That  the  said  assemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  or  councils  of  safety, 
be  empowered  to  contract,  with  proper  persons,  for  the  rao&t  reasonable  termd 
foe  supplying  such  of  the  prisoners,  their  wives  and  children,  in  their  respec- 
tive colony,  as  are  not  supplied  by  Mr.  Franks : 

That  the  said  assemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  or  councils  of  safety, 
be  authorized  and  reauested,  to  take  the  paroles  of  the  officers,  and  to  caus^ 
a  strict  observance  ot  the  terms  on  which  they  are  enlarged,  and  also  to  tak^ 
especial  care,  that  none  of  those  confined  by  order  of  the  Congress,  be  suffered 
to  escape ;  also,  to  advance  the  allowance  of  two  dollars  a  week  to  each  of  iht 
officers  who  cannot  draw  or  sell  their  bills,  and  to  draw  for  the  same  on  the 
president  of  the  Congress ; 

That  the  said  assemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  councils  of  safety  ot 
the  colonies,  respectively,  in  which  prisoners  are  or  shall  choose  or  be  appoint- 
ed to  reside,  be  empowered  to  remove  such  prisoners  from  place  to  place,  with- 
in the  same  colonies,  as  often  &s  to  such  assemblies,  conventions,  committee^ 
or  councils  of  safety,  it  shall  seem  proper,  having  regard  to  the  former  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  concerning  prisoners. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  general  Lee,  was  re- 
ferred, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  after  some  debate, 

Besolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  me  ar- 
rival of  general  Washington; 

A  letter  from  Allan  \rDonald,  a  prisoner  at  Reading,  to  John  Nixon,  esq. 
president  6f  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  was  laid  before  Congress, 
and  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Wa3hin£ton,  major-gene- 
ral Schuyler,  and  the  commissioners  in  Canada,  were  referred,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  for  superintending  the  treasury,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
consider  and  report  a  plan  for  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  Congress 
for  emitting  five  millions  of  dollars,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read :  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Tlie  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  22,  1776. 

A  petition  from  James  M^Knight  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read. 

A  te|>ort  being  made  on  the  petition  ot  P.  Simons,  the  same  was  taken  into 
consideration:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  James  M'Knight  hath  proceeded  in  the  sale  of 
the  sloop  Sally  and  her  cargo,  contrary  fb  tiie  mode  prescribed,  and  without 
anyauthority  from  Congress : 

That  the  resolution  passed  the  4th  of  April,  "empowering  the  committee  of 
inspection  and  observation  of  the  county  of  Burlington,  to  make  sale  of  the 
sloop  Sally  and  the  cai^  on  board,  and  to  pay  one-half  of  the  net  proceeds  to 
James  M*Knight  for  sdvage,  ana  retain  the  other  half  for  the  owner  or  owners," 
be  set  aside. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  marine  committee,  to  procure  an  ex<* 
act  account  of  the  number  and  weig^tof  the  cannon  latelv  taken  at  Providence. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  tne  letters  from  general 
Washington,  &c.  received  the  16th  and  18th;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  thfe  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Price  by  major-general  Schuy- 
ler be  approved:  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  take  anv  farther  mea- 
sures-for  supplying  the  army  in  Canada  with  provisions,  whicn  his  prudence 
may  suggest,  in  which  Congress  place  the  highest  confidence : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  informed  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  specie,  and 
4trected,  as  fkr  as  possible,  to  remedy  that  inconvemence,  by  purchasing  such 
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necessaries  lys  can  be  obtained  in  these  colonies,  and  to  appoint  store-keep 
and  other  officers,  for  the  sale  and  distribntion  thereof: 

That^neral  Schuyler  be  informed,  that  Congress  have  m  view  theieti! 
great  objects,  the  protection  and  assistance  of  oar  Canadian  friends,  aod^ 
securing  so  much  of  that  country  as  may  prevent  anj  commttnicatioD  betm 
our  enemies  and  the  Indians:  The  means  of  effecting  these  purposes brfe 
tif jing  proper  posts,  building  armed  vessels  where  most  expedient,  tfok 
roads  oi  communication  or  otherwise,  are  left  to  the  determiDitionofi  eitt 
oil  or  councils  of  war,  governing  themselves  bj  events  and  their  knovlei^ti 
the  country : 

That  general  Washington,  or  the  commanding  officer  at  New-TorL  be  di- 
rected to  send  from  thence  to  Ticonderwa,  so  many  light  cannoD  asviUk 
sufficient  to  arm  the  vessels  now  in  lake  Cnamplun : 

That  the  attention  of  the  commissioners  in  Canada  to  the  resion6n«iff 
der  and  discipline,  and  to  the  punishment  of  those  by  whom  they  an  toIie 
deserves  the  approbation  of  Congress: 

That  the  specie  now  in  the  treasury,  and  as  much  more  as  can  be  procvRlBi 
exceeding  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  immeaiatelyTsf 
ted  to  the  commissioners  for  the  payment  of  debts  due  from  these  cohnisi 
Canada,  and  for  the  preservation  oi  public  credit : 

That  the  commissioners  in  Canada  be  directed,  if  necessary,  to  appntip 
perpersony  to  collect  and  audit  the  public  accounts  in  that  provioce: 

Tnat  the  commissioners  in  Canada,  and  ^neral  Schuyler,  be  iiifonBed,ic 
we  cannot  give  them  any  assurance  of  maintaining  our  army  there  bj  ^^ 
money ;  but,  that  this  ought  not  to  {iiscourage  our  operations,  Congress  \^ 
determined  to  send,  from  these  colonies,  supplies  oi  provisions  and  aO  ^ 
necessaries,  if  hard  money  cannot  be  obtained ;  and  that,  in  the  mesa  tiA 
the  best  endeavors  shall  be  used  to  procure  die  sum  of  one  hundred  ii&^ 
dollars: 

That  some  person  or  persons  be  employed  by  the  president  in  New-ED§1^. 
as  an  agent  or  agents,  to  procure,  if  possible,  hanf  money,  to  the  vitu^ 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  as  soon  as  a  considenirfe  sum  is  obtt^ 
the  said  agents  be  directed  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  commissioners  of  Cff; 
rress  in  Canada,  for  the  use  of  the  army  there,  and  in  case  of  the  aliaesoe^ 
/die  commissioners,  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  deputy  p^y-nuster  i^*^- 
That  such  presents  be  made  to^  the  Indiana  on  the  delivery  of  the*^ 
as  the  commissioners  in  Canada  think  prudent: 
That  500,000  dollars  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  general  Schnjler« 
The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due,  n 

On  sundry  certificates  exhibited  by  Joseph  Donaldson,  the  sum  ti^^^ 
lars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Robert  M^Pherson,  esq.  and 
Captain  Dowdle's  company,  chaiged  with      ...       IS  l-Sdoui^ 
Captain, Nelson's  company,  charged  with      ...       S6.8 
Captain  James  Grier,  for  a  rifle,  with  •        -        -        91-3 

Captain  Cressop's  company,  for  rifles,  with  -        -        -       di5 
Captain  Stevenson's  company  with        «-        -        «       -        82-3 
The  remainder  to  the  continent :  ^ 

To  Robert  Erwin,  wagon-master,  for  transporting  salt-petre  from  ES'*^ 
bor,  the  sum  of  IIM  dollars :  ^ 

To  Robert  Patton,  for  163  days  attendance  as  a  messenger,  the  ram  of  i^ 
dollars :  j^ 

To  Hugh  Hodge,  for  medicines  for  the  third  Pennsylvania  battaboo,  ^ 
sum  of  27.4  dollars :  .     u  «a 

To  Samuel  Kennedy,  surgeon  to  the  fourth  Pennsylvania  battalion,  tbes 
of  14.1  dollars :  .  i. 

To  Michael  Whitman,  for  provision  furnished  prisoners  from  ^y^u 
tfie  sum  of  jiS  i  15  6,  Peniisylvania  currency,  luid  that  the  W»  oogato' " 
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3ud  to  Adam  Kimmel^  together  with  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  omitted  to  be 
iiarged  in  a  former  account  rendered  bj  him,  the  whole  amounting  to  5.3 
ollars. 

On  several  accounts  rendered  by  miyor  Nicholas  Hansmer,  for  necessaries 
)r  the  fourth  Pennsylyania  battalion,  the  sum  irf  203.7  dollars,  and  thai  the 
ame  ouriit  to  be  paid  to  him : 

To  Cmristian  LeYV,  for  a  rifle^  the  sum  of  8  dollars,  which  ough^  to  be 
luuged  to  captain  Nelson : 

To  msjor  Nicholas  Hauseg^er,  for  divers  expenses  paid  by  him,  the  sum  of 
4.4  dollars : 

To  John  Barnes  for  boaiiiiog  oflScers,  prisoners  at  Trenton,  the  sum  of  77.3 
ollars ;  of  which  sum. 

Dr.  Nuddleston  to  be  charged  with    -        «        -        -        -        £4  dollars. 

laeutenant  Namar,  •-••...£4     do. 

Major  Regonville,    -        -        - 16     do. 

Lieutenant  Symes,  -        -        -        •        -        -        -        13.3  do. 

On  several  accounts  exhibited  by  Lewis  Oordon,  esq.  for  sundry  necfessaries 
[irnished  by  Northampton  committee  to  captain  Nelson's  and  captain  Craig's 
omnanies,  the  sum  of  1310.1  dollars ;  of  which  there  ought  to  be  charged. 

To  captain  Craig's  company, 1205.7  doUarsi 

And  to  captun  Nelson's  company,      ....  7.2    do. 

The  remainder  to  the  continent : 

ih'deredf  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

JResolvid,  That  general  Washington  be  empowered  to  appoint  an  assistant- 
lerk  to  his  secrets^,  with  the  pay  of  40  dollars  per  month. 

Resolvedt  That  an  order  for  10,500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in 
ivor  of  the  dele^tes  of  Connecticut,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  the  so* 
emor  and  council  of  the  said  colony,  for  the  use  of  the  battalion  ordered  to 
e  raised  there  by  a  resolution  of  the  16th  instant^  the  said  governor  and  coun- 
il  to  be  accountable. 

That  an  order  for  21,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  favor  of  the 
elegates  of  Massi^husetts-Bay,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  the  assembly  of 
le  said  colony,  for  the  use  of  the  two  battalions  ordered  to  be  raised  there  by 
le  resolution  above  mentioned,  the  said  assembly  to  be  accountable. 

That  the  pay  of  the  said  three  battalions  commence  from  the  time  they  are 
rmed  and  mustered : 

That  an  order  for  10^00  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  &vor  of  the 
elegates  of  New-Hampshire,  to  be  then  transmitted  to  the  council  of  the  said 
olony ,  for  the  use  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  there,  by  a  resolution  of 
le  14th  instant,  the  said  council  to  be  accountable* 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  for  snper- 
itending  the  treasury :  Whereupon, 

Resomd,  lliat  the  five  millions  of  dollars,  directed  to  be  emitted  in  con- 
ioental  bills  of  credit,  shall  consist  of  the  following  denominations :    * 


138,889 

. 

-    of  1  dollar. 

138,889 

-    of  5  dollan. 

138,689 

. 

-    of  2  dollan. 

138,889 

-    af6doUarB. 

138,889 

. 

-    of  3  dollars. 

138,889 

-    of  7  dollars. 

138,889 

. 

-    of  4  dollars. 

138,889 

.    of  8  dollars. 

That  the  inspectors  of  the  press  for  the  last  emission,  Be  directed  and  au< 
lorized,  to  perform  that  service  for  the  present  emission,  being  first  qualified 
^eeable  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  |mssed  the  2l8t  of  Februaiy  last : 

That  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  sign  and  number  the  bills  of  credit  of  the 
ist  emission,  be  authorized  tu  sign  and  number  the  bills  of  credit  of  five  mil- 
ons  of  dollars  now  agreed  to  be  emitted,  taking,  before  they  shall  en^r  upon 
leir  office,  the  oath  or  affirmation  pre^ribed  by  the  resolution  of  Congre83  of 
Le  9th  of  March  last: 
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cessar^  causes,  one  of  you  majr  be  absent  from  ConmsB^iu  ailsochci«»^ 
other  18  hereby  as  fully  empowered  to  represent  £e  colony,  as  tlKngh  M 
were  present  and  agreed  in  sentiment.    Mar  4,  1776. 

In  behalf  of  the  general  assembly,  I  have  nefeanto  set  my  haod,  tnd  ad 
the  seal  of  the  colony  to  be  affixea,  the  sixth  day  of  May,  in  the  jarefx 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

NICHOLAS  COOKB,  OwemrP 
By  his  honoris  command, 

HENRY  WARD,  Skereiary. 
The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  eeneral  Washington  of  Ae54isi 
the  letter  from  captain  Delaplace  of  the  2d,  oiC.  were  referred,  broogiitiBfto 
report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  as  a  number  of  arms,  fit  for  use,  may  be  bousht  of  ikoners, 
who  may  incline  to  sell  them,  general  Washington  be  desired  to  eroptoj  sick 
an  agent  as  he  hath  proposed,  to  go  into  any  of  the  colonies  for  that  piqiKe: 

That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  captain  Delaplace  be^  sent  to  nu^or  ^eGoit 
Schuyler,  ana  that  he  be  desired  to  enquire  how  the  things,  tfaeron  imi«i 
to  hav9  been  left  by  captain  Delaplace,  were  disposed  of,  and  whatwssiif 
value  thereof,  and  report  the  matter,  as  it  shall  appear  to  him,  to  Congreai: 

That  the  case  of  captain  Delaplace  is  not  distinguishable  from  tetrfcAet 
prisoners  of  war^  who  are  obliged  to  refund  the  expenses  of  their  niiitt' 
ance.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colonel  M 
Ford,  jun.  three  tons  of  salt-petre,  to  be  by  him  manufactured  hito  goB-po*^ 
for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies,  on  the  same  terms  as  others  haTea^' 
manufacture  it : 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  Joseph  Hlis,  4OO  Ik  of  pi*^ 
der,  and  a  quantity  of  iron-ball,  sufficient  for  900  lb.  of  powder,  for  tlie  ^ 
fence  of  the  colony  of  New -Jersey : 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colonel  Bifd,  SOOl^  ■ 
powder,  to  prove  the  cannon  he  is  making  for  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the  making  rf^ 
Hon,  be  directed  to  employ  proper  persons  to  attend  and  see  the  cannon  pr^' 

That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  ftrorffV 
cannon-committee ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  coobb^ 
of  the  whole :  Whereupon,  .  . 

Resolved,  That  the  nve  battalions,  now  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  be  recmtn 
to  their  full  complements,  and  that  three  additional  battalions  be  i^i^^^''^ 
eastern  department,  for  the  service  of  the  continent,  the  recruits  to  be  tiia 
into  continental  pay,  so  soon  as  they  shall  be  armed  and  mustered. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Lee,  witli  sundry  papers  enclosed,  wi5  b» 
before  Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  (^ 
sideration  a  former  letter  of  general  Lee. 

Martin  Strobach,  lieutenant  of  marines  on  board  the  Hornet  sloop,  M^ 
the  service  by  sea  to  disagree  with  him,  and  apprehending  he  can  be  of  s^ 
use  in  die  land  service, begs  permission  to  be  dischiu:ged  from  the  present^ 
▼ice  he^s  engaged  in,  that  lie  may  apply  for  a  lieutenancy  in  the  Pennsji^ 
artillery  company,  where  there  is  a  vacancy,  which  he  is  encouraged  to  »»* 
application  for : 

Resolved^  That  leave  be  granted  to  discharge  him.  ^ 

Agreeable  to  order.  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  w*^* 
to  take  into  their  farther  consideration,  the  report  of  the  committee  on  c* 
eastern  department,  &c.  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  P***'*^^°*.j 
sumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  1»^  ^ 
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The  c«iinmitlee»  to  whom  vMrefiBrred  the  petitioft  of  Joseph  TrambuU,  esq. 
GOfloittisaar  j'^general^  brought  in  tkeir  report,  which  wm  tokea  into  contideoi* 
tion  and  agreed  to;  Whereupon, 

ReaolaoeS^  That  there  be  allowed  to  tiie  several  persons  under  mentioned^ 
amplojed  in  the  commissary-general's  department,  in  the  continental  army,  tho 
wages  and  rations  annexed  to  their  names  respectively»  dorinE  the  time  thejr 
have  been,  and  shall  continue,  in  the  service  ot  the  United  Coranies  i 

Intkeissuing  start  at  Cambridge: 

Charles  Miller,  issuing  store-keeper,  50  dollars  per  month,  and  4  rations : 
Peter  Roe  Dalton,  first  clerk,  4s  8,  lawful  money,  a  day,  and  3  rations : 
Ebenezer  Perry,  and  Thomas  Durant,  clerks  in  store,Ss4  do.  and  2  rations^ 
William  Brown,  and  Josiah  Brown,  clerks  at  scales,  3s  4  do.  and  2  do  ratioia  t 
Robert  Davis,  clerk  of  weekly  allowances,  Ss  4  do.  and  2  do. 
Eight  laborers,  one  cooper,  and  one  cook,  each  9s  8,  lawfiil  money,  a  day, 
and  ]  ration: 
Employed  to  issue  to  two  brigades. 

In  Hu  storeai  Moxhwry  i 

Aaron  Blaney,  issuing  store-keeper,  50  dollars  per  montli,  aad  4  rations: 
James  Richardson,  first  clerk,  4s  8,  lawful  money,  a  day,  and  3  rations : 
Two  clerks  in  store,  and  two  at  scales,  each  3s  4  do^  aiMl  2  ratioiis : 
Six  labourers,  one  cooper  and  one  cook,  each  Ss  8  do*  and  1  do. 
Employed  to  issue  to  two  brigades. 

On  Prospect  EiUt 

Peter  Philips,  issuins^store-keeper,  40  dollars  a  month,  and  4  rations : 
GriOSn  Green,  first  clerk,  4s  8,  lawful  money,  a  dav,  and  3  rations : 
One  clerk  in  store,  and  one  at  scales,  each  3s  4,  lawful  money,  a  day,  and 
2  rations : 
One  cooper,  and  four  laborers,  each  2s  8  do.  and  1  do. 
Employed  to  issue  to  one  brigade. 

MMedford: 

Moses  Emerson,  issuing  ttere-ke^per,  40  dollars  a  month,  and  4  rations : 
Israel  Mead,  first  derk,  4s  8,  lawtul  money,  a  day,  and  3  rations: 
One  ckrk  in  store,  and  one  at  scales,  3s  4        do.  and  2      do. 
One  cooper,  and  four  laborers,  each  2s  S         do.  and  1      do. 
Employed  to  issue  to  one  brigade. 

In  the  magdxine  at  Cambridge : 

Samuel  Gray,  Reuben  Stiles,  and  Daniel  Brown,  clerks  and  magazine  keq^ers, 
4s  8,  lawful  money,  a  day,  and  3  rations : 

One  cooper,  2s  8,  lawtul  money,  a  day,  and  t  ration. 

In  the  magazine  at  Roxburu : 

Jabez  Porter,  and  James  Jauncey  Pendleton,  clerKs  and  magazine  keepers, 
4s  8,  lawful  money,  a  day,  and  3  rations : 

One  cooper,  2s  8     do.    and  1    do. 

Joseph  Farqsworth,  commissary  to  colonel  Arnold's  detachment,  returned 
firom  Fort-Halifiix,  £  10,  lawful  nnmey,  a  month,  and  3  rations  per  day : 

John  Thomas,  empToyc^  constantiy  m  riding  to  collect  stores,  procure  teams,  * 
tie.  himself  and  horse,  8s,  lawful  money,  a  da^,  and  3  rations: 

William  Hoskins,  and  Elisha  Avery,  principal  book-keepers  and  payers  of 
spall  bills,  jg  10,  lawful  money  a  montii,  and  3  rations  per  nay. 

BesolvedJriuLt  an  addition  of  forty  dollars  a  month  be  mado  to  iU  pay  of 
the  commissiary-general. 

The  committee  appmnted  to  confer  with  his  excellency  general  Washington, 
mi^or-gencral  Gates,  and  brifl;adier-general  Mifilin,  broi^t  in  their  report; 
which,  being  taken  into  consideration,  was  agreed  to:  Whereupon, 
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The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred^  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'tlock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  May  16, 1776. 

The  followiDg  letters  were  laid  before  CotumsB,  and  read : 

One  of  the  Ist,  from  the  commissioners  of  Congress  in  Canada: 

One  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Schnjler,  and  one,  withontdite^fia 
gjeneral  Washington,  enclosing  a  letter  to  him  from  Dr.  Strioaer. 

Sesolvtdj  That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Stringer  to  ^neral  Vfwiio^  ktt 
ferred  to  the  committee  ap^nted  to  prepare  medicine  chests :  ' 

That  the  other  letters  be  referred  to  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  JefiMi,  md 
Mr.  J.  Adams, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  general  Washington,  reqiMs^te  » 
rq[Mdr  to  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  he  can  conveniently,  in  order  to  oMUsHiiik 
Congress  upon  sach  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  carrjiogostk^ 
•uing  campaign.  '  , 

Iksolveip^  That  Gemge  Moi|^,  esq.  be  empowered  to  draw  ftr  a  fl»' 
exceeding  six  thousand  dollars,  to  pay  for- the  goods  he  is  ordered  to  pnt^ 
and  for  defraying  incidental  charges;  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  tke  tali*' 
aand  dollars  voted  for  the  commissioners  of  Indian  affidrs  in  the  middle*' 
partment. 

Whereas  captain  Richard  Butler,  by  accepting  the  office  of  agent o^ 
middle  department  of  Indians,  has  lost  the  opportunity  oi  being  appoinvi 
captain  in  the  continental  service ; 

U^lved,  That  Congress  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  compensate  for  ^^ 
appointment  to  him,  by  some  promotion  in  their  service.  ^^ 

Conffress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  major-general  and  bri|»^ 
general  in  the  continental  army ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken  and  tumd 

Horatio  Gates,  esq.  was  elected  mqorgeneral;  and^ 

Thomas  Mifflin,  esq.  brigadier«general. 

Beaolved.  That  Mr.  Duane  be  added  to  the  standing  committee  forlB0 
affairs. 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Carson  and  Joseph  Donaldson^  wis  preso^' 
Congress,  and  read :  Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  lliat  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  die  petitivfi'  ^c 
lb.  of  powder.  , 

Resolved^  That  two  of  the  additional  battalions,  orderad  on  the  H&^^ 
raised  in  the  eastern  department,  be  raised,  one  in  Massadrasetts-BijtSi"^ 
other  in  Connecticut :  ^ 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  assemblies  of  Massacbaseti^i^ 


lUMnui'ii  pay , on  cneir  aiscnarge;  du%  ii  tne  men  cannot  De  prcvaiiw  v«^ 
list  for  two  years,  that  they  be  inlisted  for  one ;  and  that  they  be  ordeft^ 
soon  as  raised  and  armed,  to  march  immediately  to  Boston.  ^ 

The  committM^  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Washington  of  *«  ^ 
and  26th  of  Apnl,  and  the  case  of  Alexander  Ross,  and  the  tetter  fmf^ 
Lee,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read.  ,a 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Washingtra  rf  *J  17 
and  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  3d,  and  that  from  eapton*^^ 
son  of  the  9th,  with  other  papers,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report, »»»» 
was  read. 

The  several  matters  to  diis  day  referred,  being  postponedi 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday, 
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Residvedy  That  &d  order  for  20,000  doiUre  be  drawn  on  the  treasarers,  in 
faTor  of  James  Mease,  commbsarj,  for  the  use  of  ibe  Pennsyhania  battalions* 
be  to  be  accountable :  '  • 

That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  provide  a  stock  of  shoes,  hats,  and  stock- 
inn  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  the  continental  service,  on  the  moist  reason- 
able terms. 

A  petition  from  James  M'Knight  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read. 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  inspection  and  observation  of  the  city  aM. 
liberties  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read  : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  cony  of  said  memorial  be  delivered  to  Mr.  R.  Morris,  who 
desires  the  same  in  benalf  of  the  assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 

jResolvtdj  That  an  order  for  65,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  fa- 
vor  of  the  delates  of  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the  battalions  raised  in  that  co- 
lony, the  said  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Agreeable  to  order,  general  Washington  attended,  and  after  some  conference 
with  him, 

Besolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  his  excellency  gen. 
Washington,  ma^or-general  Grates,  and  brigadier-general  Mifflin,  and  to  con- 
cert a  pUn  of  military  operations  for  the  ensuing  campaign. 

The  members  appointed,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  U.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr, 
Wilson,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livinsston,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.* 
W.  Livingston,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Tilghman,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Middleton,  and 
Mr.  Hall. 

The  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,' to  whom  were  referred  the  letter 
from  the  convention  of  North-Carolina,  and  the  list  of  the  prisoners  sent  from 
thence,  having  appointed  colonel  Roberdeau  to  wait  upon  Congress  and  inform 
them  that  the  prisoners  are  arrived,  and  that  they  have  ordered  them  to  be  close- 
ly confined^nd  have  appointed  an  officer's  guard  for  their  better  security ;  and 
farther,  to  enquire  what  allowance  for  subsistence  is  to  be  granted  them : 

Resolved,  That  the  disposition  of  the  prisoners,  made  by  the  committee  of 
safety,  is  approved,  and  that  thef  have  the  allowance  granted  to  other  officers 
who  are  prisoners. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letter  from  general  Washington,  of  the  11th  of  May,  the  letter  from  genenu 
Schuyler,  of  the  Sd,  and  the  letter  from  captain  Daniel  Robertson,  of  the  royal 
Highland  emigrant  regiment,  of  the  9th,  wnich  was  in  part  agreed  to :  Where- 
upon, 

Resohed^  That  lieutenant-colonel  Burbeck  be  dismissed  from  the  continen- 
tal service. 

That  a  letter  be  witten  to  the  president  of  the  convention  of  Virginia,  re- 
qnesting  that  they  will  immediately  forward  to  Philadelphia  such  quantity  of 
tead  as  can  be  spared  from  that  colony : 

That  one  battalion  of  Germans  be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies: 4^ 

That  general  ttNlyicr  be  empowered  to  increase  the  number  oi  batteaus  to- 
two  hundred :     ^ 

That  four  of  tl4i|^risoners  taken  at  St.  Johns,  and  sunested,  by  the  letter 
firom  captain  Robertson,  to  have  inlisted  in  the  continentdarmy,  viz. 

William  Rougbhead  and  Elisha  Orisler,  in  captain  Hubley's  company ;  John 
Stanton,  in  captain  Brown's  company ;  and  John  Mayot,  in  a  company  unknown, 
be  dismissed  die  service  and  return  to  their  corps  at  Lancaster. 

Mesohed,  That  the  consideration  of  the  first  paragraph  in  said  report  be  post- 
poned, and  that  the  third  and  fifth  paragraphs  oe  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  generals. 
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That  two  surgeons,  one  apothecary,  six  mates,  one  clerk,  one  store-kn^ff, 
and  a  nurse  to  every  ten  stck,  with  labourers  occasionally,  when  necessarj.k 
allowed  to  the  hospital  in  Virginia: 

That  .the  director  be  empowered  to  nominate  the  surgeons  and  apothecin: 

That  the  mates  be  appointed  by  the  surgeons,  and  that  the  nambcr  •(  t* 
mates  be  diminished  as  circumstances  will  admit ;  for  which  reasoOi  thepj^ 
foced  by  the  day,  that  they  may  only  receive  pay  for  actual  service. 

Heaoived,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  YirpniiitDiiEei 
battalion  of  riflemen,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  other  battalions  rtiied  io  tk: 
colony ;  to  be  taken  into  the  pay  of  the  continent,  when  armed  lod  al- 
tered. . 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed,  if  the  service  wiB  pmt, 
to  station  a  battalion  at  Amboy. 

A  petition  from  Joe.  Trumbull,  commissary-general,  was  presented  to  Ca* 
gross,  and  read : 

ReMolvedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  superintadiBf « 
treasury.  . 

The  secret  committee  having  informed  Congress  of  the  arrival  of  one*  « 
vessels  fitted  out  at  the  expense  of  the  continent,  and  that  she  has  brvop^ 
returns  in  cash,  ^. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  ^ve  orders  ™r«^ 
the  said  cash,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  to  the  commissioners  in  Ctm'*^ 

That  the  hard  money  in  the  treasury  be  immediatdjforwarded  i»p^ 
Schuyler.  , 

The  secret  committee  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  from  Mr.  Langdon;  ^. 
tfae  same  beine  read, 

'  Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  secret  correspoodegft 
and  that  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  applj  to  the  marine  committee  i^ 
the  use  of  one  or  more  of  the  continental  fleet ;  and  that  they  send  Ae  ^, 
to  the  French  West-India  islands,  in  order  to  procure,  if  possible,  a  noBbff*' 
muskets,  not  exceeding  10,000. 

A  petition  from  Ignace  Imbal  was  presented  toi^ongress,  and  read: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  for  Indian  aBairs  u  i^ 
middle  department,  who  are  directed  to  examine  his  claim,  and  pay  his  fft^ 
the  money  put  into  their  hands,  what  they  shall  judge  jnstiy  due  toHia 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Connolly  be  directed  not  to  leave  Fhiladdrw  ^ 
father  orders  of  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  dav  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  May  90,  1776. 

Lyman  Hall  and  Button  Gwinnett,  esqrs.  two  of  the  dejcfiates  from  G^ 
attended,  and  produced  their  credentials;  which  were  readas  f<*^^®^''^ 

"  In  Congress,  Savannah,  February  2,  1776.  Resolved,  That  '*«  f^ 
be  elected  to  represent  this  province  m  the  Continental  Congress,  '^^jl 
of  nine  months.  AesoZveef,  That  it  be  rejcommended,  that  tnree  of  the  <^^ 
gates  do  proceed,  witli  all  possible  despatch,  to  Philadelphia,  and  ^^  "!^^^! 
quorum :  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  in  case  three  snail  not  attciwli  bj^ 
ness  or  otherwise,  one  or  more  of  the  delegates  beina;  present,  ^^^J!?^ 
tent  to  represent  this  province,  notwithstanding.  'Ine  Congress  F^^^ 
ballot  for  the  election  of  delegates,  when,  on  closing  the  poU,  it  >PP^^f^ 
Archibald  Bullock,  John  Houston,  Lyman  Hall,  Button  Gwinnett,  m^ 
Walton,  esqrs.  were  duly  elected,  and  were  accordingly  declared  as  »*  p 
ipns  to  represent  this  province  in  the  grand  Continental  Congress*  ^ 
A  true  copy:  EDWARD  LANGWORTHT,  iftatW 
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A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Lee,  at  Williamsburg,  with  three 
paperB  endosed,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Jiea«dvedt  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr. 
Paine,  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

Certun  resolutions  of  the  convention  of  South-Carolina,  respecting  the  bat- 
talions raised  in  that  colony;  also,  certain  resolutions  passed  ny  the  general 
assembly  of  the  said  colony,  respecting  the  manner  in  which  commissioners, 
coming  from  England,  are  to  be  receivS  and  treated  in  that  colony,  were  laid 
before  Conjgress,  and  read. 

Resolve^  That  the  resolutions  respecting*  the  battalions,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr  John  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Floyd.  Mr.  W. 
Xdvingston,  and  Mr  Morton. 

The  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence  were  read. 

Congress  ^en  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  ot  the  whole,  to  take  into 
iheir  farther  consideration  the  state  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and,  after  some 
-time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the 
committee  nad  taken  into  their  farther  consideration  the  matter  referred  to 
them ;  but,  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
ait  again. 

Msolvtd,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  state  of  the  Unit- 
ed Colonies. 

Beaohed,  That  Mr.  Rutledge,  at  his  request,  be  ditcharsed  from  serving  on 
-^e  marine,  committee,  and  that  Mr.  Middleton  be  a  member  of  the  said  com- 
mittee in  his  stead. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow,  . 

TUESDAY,  May  21,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz. 

Three  letters  from  general  Washington,  of  the  18th,  19th  and  20th,  enclos- 
ing sundry  letters  and  papers  of  intelligence  from  England,  and  a  copy  of  the 
treaties  made  by  his  Britannic  majesty  with  the  duke  of  Brunswick,  for  4,084  of 
bis  troops ;  with  the  landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel,  for  12,000  of  his  troops ;  and 
with  the  count  of  Hanau  for  668  of  his  troops : 

A  letter  from  William  Palfrey,  with  a  cony  of  his  weekly  account : 

A  letter  from  John  Langdon  to  general  Washington : 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Austin,  John  Rowe,  S.  Pattridge,  Samuel  Dashwood, 
and  John  Scolly,  of  Boston : 

Besolvedf  That  the  said  letters,  and  papers  and  petition,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five ;  that  the  said  committee  oe  directed  to  extract  and  publish 
the  treaties,  and  such  parts  of  the  intelligences  as  they  think  proper ;  also,'  to 
consider  of  an  adequate  reward  for  the  person  who  brought  the  intelligence ; 
and  that  they  prepare  an  address  to  the  foreign  mercenaries  who  are  coming  to 
invade  America : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mi^.  Jefferson,  Mr. 
R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  respecting  prisoners,  which  was 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  taken  in  arms  on  board  any  prize,  be  deemed 
prisoners,  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  supreme  executive  power  in  each  colony  to 
which  they  are  brought,  whether  the  prize  be  taken  by  vessels  fitted  out  by  the 
continent,  or  by  others : 

That  such  as  are  taken,  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  with  humanity, 
and  be  allowed  the  same  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  Co* 
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lonies ;  but  that  such  as  are  officers  supply  themselTes,  and  be  alloved  todat 
bills  to  pay  for  their  subsistence  and  clothing : 

That  officers  made  prisoners  in  the  land  senrice^  be  allowed  the  same  iBiii> 
gence: 

That  the  officers  be  not  permitted  to  reside  in  or  n^ar  any  seaport  town  nr 
public  post-road ;  and  that  the  officers  and  privates  be  not  suffered  to  reside  is 
the  same  places : 

That  in  case  the  officers  cannot  draw  or  sell  their  bills,  the  Coogiesi  villtl' 
low  for  each  of  them,  two  dollars  a  week  for  board  and  lodgings*  to  be  xtfi 
bj  said  officers  before  they  are  released  from  their  captivity ; 

That  no  tavern-keepers  supply  any  officep'S,  who  are  prisonersi  on  tk  craiit 
of  the  continent : 

That  the  c^itulations  entered  into  witti  prisoners,  at  the  time  ofikitsir- 
render,  be  punctually  observed : 

That  such  officers  as  surrender  prisoi^er^  of  war,  be  put  on  their  pmkitt- 
leps  Coneress  shall  otherwise  direct: 

That  the  form  of  the  parole  be  as  follows : 

I  I  being  made  a  prisoner  of  war  bv  the  amy  of  the  thirteen  Ufit- 

cd  Colonies,  in  North- America,  do  promise  ana  engage,  on  my  wgrdandlui^ 
4nd  on  the  faith  of  agentlemani  to  depart  from  hence  tp  ■  — ,  inthtin* 
vince  of————,  being  the  place  of  my  destination  and  residence,  aodtkt, 
or  within  six  miles  thereof,  fo  remain  during^  the  present  war  between  GrD- 
Britain  and  the  said  United  Colonies,  or  until  tiie  Congress  <^  the  said  IW 
Colonies,  or  the  assembly,  convention,  or  committee,  or  c^ouncil  of  ^ilet^of^ 
said  colony,  shall  order  otherwise ;  and  that  I  will  not.  djurectly  or  iadirecii^i 
give  any  intelligence  whatsoever  to  the  enemies  of  the  Umted  ColooieSi  «s 
or  sa^  any  thing  in  opposition  to,  or  in  prejudice  of  the  n^easures  and  f^ 
ceedmgs  of  any  Congress  for  the  said  colonies,  durine  the  present  tnmblei,' 
until  I  am  duly  exchanged  or  discharged.  Given  unoer  my  hand,  this  ^? 
of  A.  D.  1776. 

That  the  said  parole  be  signed  by  the  officers : 

That  such  as  refuse  to  subscribe  the  parole,  be  committed  to  prises: 

That  David  Franks,  esq.  agent  to  the  contractors  for  victualling  the  troops 
the  king  of  Great-Britain,  be  permitted  to  supply  the  prisoners  with  prori^ 
and  other  necessaries,  and  tp  sell  his  bills  fur  such  sums  of  money  pvt^ 
eessary  for  that  purpose : 

And,  to.enable  him  todo  tiiis  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  empbyers,  ^^^^ 
missioned  officer  be  permitted,  once  a  month,  to  visit  tiie  prisoners  so  victBtUt^ 
and  supplied,  in  order  to  count  their  numbers  and  certi^  the  rolls : 

That  such  of  the  prisoners  as  are  not  supplied  by  Mr.  Franks,  be  fonu^ 
witii  provisions  not  exceeding  the  rations  allowed  to  privates  m  the  senic<« 
the  continent. 

That  the  women  and  children  belonging  to  prisoners,  be  furnished  ^^^ 
sistence,  and  supplied  with  firing  and  other  things  absolutely  necessarj^r 
their  support: 

That  no  prisoners  be  inlisted  in  the  continental  army : 

That  the  prisoners  be  pern^tted  to  exercise  their  trades,  andto  lsb«r,i&^' 
der  td  support  themselves  and  families : 

That  tlie  committees  of  inspection  and  observation,  for  the  counties,  iisf^ 
or  towns;  assigned  for  the  residence  of  prisoners,  be  empowered  to  sapennteB* 
their  conduct,  and,  in  eases  of  gross  misbehavior,  to  confine  theVy  u^i  ^F^ 
to  their  respective  assemblies,  conventions,  or  committeeS|  or  coonciis  of  s*<^?' 
tbeproceeaings  had  on  such  occasions :  # 

Tnat  a  list  of  the  prisoner^  in  each  colony  be  made  out  by  the  cnaii^^* 
the  counties,  towns,  or  districts  where  tiiey  reside,  i^iid  transsoitted  to  tbe<^ 
sembly,  convention,  or  council  or  committee  of  sftfety  (rf'»0ch  Q9l»MJ$T^^^^ 
ly,  who  shall  send  a  copy  thereof  to  Congress. 
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The  resolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress  being 
read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  general  be  authorized  to  direct  tiie  building  as  many 
fire-rafts,  row-gallies,  armed  boats,  and  floating-batteries  as  maj  be  necessary, 
and  suitable  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  port  of  New-York,  and  Hudson's 
river. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference.  . 

T*he  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  May  SI,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  22d  from  commodore  E.  Hopkins,  enclosing  the  proceedings 
of  two  courts-martial  on  John  Hazard,  commander  of  the  sloop  Providence, 
and  Abraham  Whipple,  commander  of  the  Columbus,  was  laid  before  Congress, 
and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  instructions  given  to 
commodore  Hopkins. 

A  letter  of  the  21st  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  deputy  pay-master  general ; 
and  a  petition  from  Hugh  King,  in  behalf  of  himself  ana  others,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  50,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in 
favor  of  brigadier-general  Mifflin,  to  enable  him  to  pay  for  tents,  entrenching 
tools,  and  sundry  other  articles,  which  he,  as  quarter-master  eeneral,  has 
bou^t  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army;  he  to  m  account* 
able. 

The  committee  of  conference  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  read :    ^ 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  John  Connolly,  John  Smith,  and  Allan  Cameron,  three  of 
the  prisoners  confined  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  who  are  represented  to  be 
in  a  dangerous  state  of  health,  be  permitted,  for  the  recovery  of  their  health, 
to  walk  two  hours  in  the  day  in  the  yard  of  the  prison,  in  company  with,  or  un* 
der  the  inspection  of  at  least  two  of  the  guards. 

Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their 
farther  consideration  the  reports  of  the  committee  of  conference ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison 
reported,  that  the  committee  'fiave  taken  into  their  further  consideration  the 
jnatters  to  them  referred,  but,  not  having  yet  finished,  desired  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  sit  agiin. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  ^-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  reports  of 
the  committed  of  Qonference. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY.  June  1, 1776. 

Letters  from  the  committees  of  Hartford  and  Northampton,  in  Connecticut, 
respecting  prisoners,  being  laid  before  Congress  and  reaa. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prisoners. 

A  letter  of  the  2rth  of  May%from  governor  Trumbull  was  also  read ;  akid  ^ 
letter  from  colonel  J.  Read,  imforming,  that,  upon  his  arrival  at  New-York» 
finding  a  sentieman  of  character  and  abilities  performing  the  services  of  se- 
cretary, with  satisfaction  to  the  general,  he  was  inducea  to  request,  and  bae 
obtained  the  general's  leave,  to  resi^  tiiat  ofiicc. 
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The  comnittee  oo  Indian  alEurs,  to  wham  it  was  referred  to  ooniidertfi 
proper  present  for  the  Indians,  brought  rn  their  report :  Wh«eiiMi, 

Rnawei^  That  the  said  committee  be  empowered  and  diredea  to  pnas 
goods  for  a  present  to  the  Indians,  to  an  amount  not  ezceediag  ^fi^ 
dollars. 

The  Congres  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  iiktB 
their  farther  consideration,  the  report  of  the  committee  of  confenoce;  c 
after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  sad  Mr.Hr 
risen  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  further  consideratioDtlieii: 
ters  to  them  referred,  and  come  to  some  resolutions,  which  they  deared  iia 
to  report ;  but,  not  having  jet  come  to  a  condusioAt  directed  huatosmfa 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrees  yras  reaJ:N^ 
upon, 

Jssoirrf,  That  six  thousand  militia  be  em{)lojed  to  rnnforcethe  uif  i 
CSanada,  and  to  keep  up  the  communication  vritn  that  province  ^  to  mhf 
which  nutiber, 

Muohoed^  That  the  colony  of  Masaachusetts-Baj,  be  requested  to  sf(f. 
of  their  militia  3000    -    4  battalions. 

Connecticut,  of  their  militia         1  jTOO    -    2  battalions. 

Ifew-Hampriiire,  of  their  militia     750    -    1  battalion. 

New-York,  of  their  militia  750    -    1  battalion. 

iksofoed,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  be  postpwii 
Monday  next. 

Bemved,  That  the  Congress  will,  on  Blonday  next,  a^ain  reoolve  itseSiri 
a  cequnittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration  die  r^i 
the  committee  of  conference. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Anthony  Fricker,  for  boarding  the  Scots  hostages  from  the 
March  to  the  4tfa  of  June  instant,  S46  78-90  dollars : 

To  Samuel  Patterson,  for  waeon-hire  and  dining  the  prisoners  \«wdt» 
North-Carolina,  the  sum  of  7  S)-90  dollars,  and  that  the  same  osgbtti^ 
psid  to  Thomas  M'Kean,  esq. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  beuig  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Mondoj  next. 

MONDAY,  June  3, 1776. 

Snndry  letters  received  bj  general  Washington,  were  laid  before  N;^ 
and  read.  * 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  for  1066  2-d<^'^' 
&vor  of  £|4iraim  Blaine,  esq.  in  advance,  for  the  purchase  of  shoes,  to  be^ 
to  Williamsburg,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  armj ;  he  to  be  ircoHsti»f' 

The  committee  of  conference  brought  in  a  fiulher  report,  which  wtf  it>^ 

Resolved^  That  the  same  be  referred  to^tiie  committee  of  the  ^^^^ 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  »* 
into  their  farther  consideration,  the  reports  of  tibe  committee  ^^^^ 
and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  refiiimed  the  <^'f^^ 
Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  considerttioD  tw. 
ters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  sundry  resolutions  ^^^^^,^ 
they  have  directed  him  to  report ;  but,  not  having  yet  come  to  a  ^^ 
desired  him  U^  move  for  leave  to  sit  again.  '  ^ 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress  being  read)  ^^^ 
to:  Whereupon,  ^^ 

Resolved,  That  13,800  militia  be  employed  to  reinforce  the  »rt>7'^' 
•York ;  to  complete  which  number. 
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Besolved,  That  the  colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be  requested  to  furnish  of 
iheir  militia  3000 

Connecticut  of  their  militia  5500 

New-York,  of  tlieir  militia  3000 

New-Jersey,  of  their  militia  SSOO 

Besolved,  As  the  opinion  of  Congress,  tiiat  tlie  eleven  battalions^  raised  and 
ordered  to  be  raised  Tor  the  pi-otection  of  the  four  New-England  colonies,  are 
sufficient. 

Rtsolved,  That  a  flying  camp  be  immediately  established  in  the  middle  colo- 
nies ;  and,  that  it  consist  of  10,000  men ;  to  complete  which  number, 

Sesolvedy  That  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  furnish  of  their 
mUitia  6000 

Maryland,  of  their  miHtia  3400 

Delaware  eovernment,  of  their  militia  600 

lUaolvedy  That  the  militias  be  engaged  to  the  first  day  of  December  next* 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress ; 

That  the  pay  of  the  militias  commence  from  the  day  of  their  marching  from 
home,  and  that  they  be  allowed  one  penny  a  mile,  lawful  money,  in  lieu  of  ra- 
-tftons,  for  travelling  expenses,  and  one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles, 
between  home  and  tne  general  rendezvous,  going  and  returning : 

That  three  major-generals,  and  two  bri^ier-genends,  be  added  to  the  con* 
tinental  establishment  of  general  officers,  and  that  the  vacancies  in  the  offices 
4>f  adjutant-general,  and  quarter-master  general,  be  filled  up : 

That  the  general  assembly  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts-Bav,  the  sovemor 
mod  assembly  of  the  ^lony  of  Connecticut,  the  conventions  of  New-i  ork  and 
New-Jersey,  and  the  several  conventions  of  such  other  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, in  which  there  are  any  lead-mines,  be  requested  to  transmit  to  Congress, 
with  all  convenient  despatch,  the  state  and  condition  of  the  lead -mines  in  their 
«is8pective  colonies,  and  use  the  most  speedy  means  to  procure  their  being;^ 
i^rought  to  effect: 

That  it  be  eamestlv 'recommended  to  the  assemblies,  conventions,  and  com- 
mittees of  safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  fall  upon  the  most  effectual  means 
of  removing  the  stock,  grain,  and  meal,  from  such  parts  of  tiieir  respective 
•eolonies,  as  are  invaded,  or  are  in  imminent  danger  of  being  invaded  by  the 
enemy. 

That  two  provincial  brigadier-generals  be  employed  in  the  Canada  depart- 
inent ;  one  firom  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  one  from  Connecticut : 

That  four  provincial  brigadier-generals  be  employed  in  the  New-Vork  de- 

Kirtment;  one  from  Massachusetts-Bay,  one  irom  Connecticut,  one  from 
ew- York,  and  one  from  New-Jersey :  ^ 

That  three  provincial  brigadier-generals  be  employed  for  the  flying-camp; 
two  from  Pennsylvania,  and  one  firom  Mar^'land : 

That  the  said  brigadier-generals  be  appointed  by  the  respective  colonies 
abovementioned. 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorized  to  form  and  fis  such  magazines 
of  provisions  and  military  stores,  as  he  may  judge  necessary. 

Besohedt  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  the  three  major-generals 
and  the  two  brinidier-generals,  and  for  filling  up  the  vacancies  in  tne  offices  of 
adjutant-generu,  and  quarter-master  general. 

Resolved,  That  die  secret  committee  be  empowered  to  export  product  of 
these  colonies  to  the  foreign  West-Indies,  sufficient  to  pay  for  ten  thousand 
stand  of  arms,  ordered  to  be  prticured  from  thence  by  the  committee  of  secret 
correspondence. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into4t 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  tak;e  into  their  farther  consideration  the  report  of 
4be  committee  of  conference. 
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The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postpraied. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Jtme  4.  1776. 

Bnolved^  That  an  order  for  800  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  tzsasoren,  i&itn 
•f  Joseph  Swift  Jnn.  being  in  full  of  a  draught  the  10th  May,  in  his  hw'> 
B.  Franklin,  S.  Chase,  and  Charles  CarrolU  of  CarroUton,  commissioo«|[! 
Canada,  for  value  by  them  received  there,  and  employed  in  the  pahlic  Berm. 

JResolvedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemDlies  and  conventimsof  t» 
colonies,  recj^^ested  to  supply  or  furuish  militia  by  the  resolutions  of  jes^^niij 
to  take  particular  care  that  the  miUtias  come  provided  with  anns,  accivti^ 
ments,  and  camp  kettles. 

A  letter  of  the  Sd  from  William  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  wis  hoMn 
Congress,  and  read. 

JResolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  letters  ttmfi 
the  21st  of  May  last  were  committed. 

A  letter  of  the  31st  of  May  from  John  Macpherson,  was  laid  before  C^ 
and  read: 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.M'Kean,  vkoiR^ 
rected  to  confer  with  Mr.  Macpherson. 

A  petition  from  colonel  Turbutt  Franos,  was  presented  to  Congre»,uidR^ 

Resolvedt  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  seven. 

'The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  W.  Litingsttt.)!: 
Wythe,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Braxton. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  the  mss 
lately  imported,  to  col.  Shee,  for  the  use  of  his  battalion. 

Resolved^  That  captain  Herman  Allen  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  ^ 
by  him  delivered,  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  New-Hampshire  gm^ 
he  representing  that  he  has  left  at  home  some  papers  and  vouchers  neaasej'^ 
support  the  allegations  therein  contained. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  empows 
negotiate  with  captain  Bellew,  on  the  best  terms  they  can,  for  an  exdttogt* 
the  prisoners  on  ooard  the  Liverpool ;  Provided  always,  that  this  sballM^^ 
construed  so  as  to  enable  them  to  deliver  up  lieutenant  Bqgar  and  ^^^ 
Ball  in  the  exchanse.  u. 

Agreeable  to  order.  Congress  resolv^  itself  into  a  committee  of  ^^^ 
to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  reports  of  the  <^<>°''^'^^/^^ 
ference  i  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  tbed^ 
and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  taken  into  ^z^ 
consideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  h^ve  come  to  some  »*J^^ 
solutions  thereon,  but  not. having  yet  come  to  a  conclusion,  directed  iuB 

move  for  leave  to  sit  again.  ^ 

The  resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whde  CoognsS'  . 
read, 

Resolviedt 

Resolved^ 
committee 
the  committee  of  conference. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Juw  5,  1776. 
A  letter  of  the  2d  from  major-general  Putnam,  with  sundry  letters «»^^ 

pers  enclosed,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prisoneifl.    ,^,^^ 
A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Greenwich,  in  Cumberland coso?}    ^^^ 

Jersey,  dated  the  3d»  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read,  ioformiDg 
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sloop  Betdey  and  Aiid^  B..T.  master,  was  arrived  there  from  Bermudas,  with 
1700  bushels  of  salt,  and  two  puncheons  of  rum,  which  he  is  desirous  of  ex- 
changing  for  provisions,  which  tne  inhabitants  ot  Bermuda  are  in  extreme  want 
of:  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  master  be  allowed  to  exchange  his  cargo  for.provi* 
sions,  and  to  export  the  same,  under  the  inspection  and  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Greenwich,  who  are  desired  to  take  an  oath,  or  such  other  security  as 
they  think  proper,  of  the  said  master,  that  he  will  carry  the  same  to  the  islands 
of  Bermuda,  and  will  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  avoid  all  English  men  of  war 
and  cutters. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  cotisider  what  is  proper 
to  be  done  with  persons  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  or  supplying  them 
with  provisions : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.Adams,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.Rutledge,Mr.  Wil- 
ton, and  Mr.  R.  Livineston. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputycommissaries-general,  deputy  quarter-masters  ge- 
neral, deputy  adjutants-general,  and  deputy  muster- masters  general,  m&e 
r^;ular  returns  and  reports  to  Congress,  and  to  the  respective  officers  to  whom 
they  are  deputies,  at  least  once  a  month,  and  that  the  principals  also  make  re- 
turns to  Congress  at  the  same  ]  eriods. 

That  the  pay-master  general,  and  the  deputy  pay-masters  general,  make 
monthlj  returns  to  Congress  of  their  expenditures,  and  the  state  of  the  military 
chests  m  their  several  departments  : 

That  the  flying  camp  be  under  the  command  of  such  continental  general  of- 
ficers as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct : 

That  expresses  be  established  between  the  several  continental  posts : 

That  the  militia,  when  in  service,  be  regularly  paid  and  victualled  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  continental  troops : 

That  the  aids-de-camp  of  tne  commander  in  chief  rank  as  Ueutenant-colo- 
nels: 

That  the  aids-de-camp  of  major-generals  rank  as  majors : 

That  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  esq.  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
continental  army : 

That  the  assistant  quarter-masters  be  allowed  captain's  pay : 

That  the  pay  of  the  regimental  surgeons  be  augmented  to  thirty-three  dol- 
lars and  one-'third  of  a  dollar  a  month. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  colony,  be 
appointed,  to  consider  of  ways  and  means  of  establishing  expresses  between  the 
several  continental  posts : 

llie  members  are,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Wolcott, 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  R<^rs,  Mr. 
Braxton,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Lynch,  jun.  and  Mr.  Gwinnett. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  adjutant-eenoral  and  quarter- 
master general,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  those  offices ;  when  the  ballots  being 
taken  and  examined, 

Joseph  Reed,  esq.  was  elected  adjutant-general ;  and 

Stepnen  Movlan,  esq.  was  elected  quarter-master  general. 

Resolvedj  lliat  Joseph  Reed,  esq.  have  the  pay  of  125  dollars  a  month,  and 
die  rank  of  a  colonel : 

That  Stephen  Moylan,  esq.  have  the  pay  of  80  dollars  a  month,  and  the  rank 
of  colonel. 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  major-generals  be  postponed. 

Resolved^  That  no  person  shall  be  ap|)ointed  to  any  place  of  profit,  unless 
the  person  be  appointed  shall  have  a  majority  of  the  voiced  of  the  colonies  re- 
presented at  the  time  of  the  election. 
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Coi^ess  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  briffadier-generals,  ivimi 
the  baflots  being  taVen,  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected : 

John  Whitecombe,  esq.  and  Hugh  Merger,  esq« 

The  order  of  the  day,  and  the  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  bemgport* 
poned» 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to*morrow* 

THURSDAY,  June  6.  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read,  vis. 

Two  from  major-general  Schuyler,  of  the  Slst  May  and  Ist  June. 

One  from  the  commissioners  in  Cimada,  of  the  527th  and  28th  of  May. 

Three  from  general  Thomas,  of  which  two  to  the  commissioners  of  the  15tfi 
and  20&  May,  and  one  to  general  Woo8ter,of  the  STth  oftbe  same  month: 

Three  from  brigadier^neral  Arnold,  of  the  17th,  25th,  and  S7tk  of  May^  # 
the  commissioners  in  Canada,  enclosing  a  cartel  entered  into  between  him  anl 
captain  Poster,  &r  exdiange  ofjprisoners : 

One  from  brigadier-general  Thompson,  of  the  25th  of  sud  month,  to  Ae  csft* 
missioners. 

Rgsolved,  That  a  dqiy  of  the  letter  from  the  commissioners  be  smt  tefew^ 
ml  Washington ; 

That  bri^utier-^eneial  W.oo9ter  be  directed  imnedkilely  to  repur  to  held- 
quarters  at  New-York : 

That  the  letters  received  and  read,  be  referred  to  a  committee  offive : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sierman,Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.Seirgeant,  Mr.  t.ld^ 
and  Mr.  Gwinnett. 

The  draught  of  a  speech  to  be  ddivered  te  tiie  Indians,  being  read,  wu 
agreed  to: 

Mesolvedf  That  the  deKrery  of  it  be  deferred  for  some  <dqr8. 

The  conmittee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  captain  William  West,  for  expenses  in  conducting  money  to  Willisni- 
iwiNr,  horse-hire,  &c  included,  the  sum  of  219  40^0doiiarB : 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  twenty-one  davs  hire  of  his  wagon  and  korsA 
carrying  money  to  Virginia,  the  sum  of  42  mllars : 

To  Benjamin  Towne,  the  sum  of  26  27-90  dollars  for  cartouch-boxes,  bong 
so  much  paid  him  less  than  the  price  contracted  for: 

To  Robert  Porter,  for  accoutrements  for  ooionel  Hartley's  regiment,  the 
sum  of  18  66-90  dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  said 
re^ment : 

To  John  Kuntz,  the  mm  of  21  40-90  dollars,  of  which  sum  there  is  due,  for 
enrtertaining  general  Lee's  guards,  the  sum  of  10  60-90  dollars,  and  for  ex- 
presses, the  sum  of  10  70-90  dollars: 

To  Michael  Btaddleman,  for  entertidning  general  Lee's  guard,  Ae  sin  oi 
11  39-90  dollars : 

To  Benjamin  Smith,  for  board  and  accommodations  for  prisoneis  at  TrentoVt 
Die  sum  of  31  4-9Q  dollars,  which  became  due  before  the  regulation  of  Congress, 

determining  the  price  of  tiieir  board,  took  place : 

For  expenses  in  apprehending  Henry  Edwin  Stanhope  «nd  George  Grqi^i 
who  broke  their  parole  «nd  ran  away  irom  Northampton,  in  Connecticit,  toe 
sum  of  47  48-90  dollars,  and  that  the  same  ou^t  to  be  charged  to  the  ssMi 
Stanhope  and  Grecory : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  pdd. 

llie  marine  committee  havinj^  recommended  sundry  eentkmen  for  afwo^ 
and  subaltern -officers  for  the  ships  building  or  built  for  we  continent: 
^  Resolved,  That  Thomas  Thompson  be  appointed  captain  rf  the  frigate  m^^ 
in  New -Hampshire : 

John  Hopkins,  and  Samuel  Torokins,  for  those  building  in  Rhode -leltod; 
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Christopher  Miller,  for  one  of  those  building  at  New-York : 

Nicholas  Biddle,  John  Barrj,  Thomas  Reml,  Charles  Alexander,  for  those 
building  in  Philadelphia : 

James  Nicholson  for  that  bailding  in  Maryland. 

JUsolved,  That  the  names  of  the  thirteen  frigates  be,  the  Congress,  Ran- 
dolph, Hancock,  Washington,  Trumbull,  Raleigh,  Effingham,  MontgomerjTt 
Warren,  Boston,  Virginia,  Proyidence,  and  Delaware. 

Resolved,  That  Israel  Turner  be  first-lieutenant;  Joseph  Doble,  second- 
lieutenant;  Mark  Dennet,  third  lieutenant^  of  captain  Manfj'sship. 

Besolvedy  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  affix  the  names  to 
each  particular  ship,  and  determine  the  ressel  which  each  captain  is  to  take 
command  of: 

That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  and  directed  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  building  two  more  ships  of  war,  and  their  size,  and  report  to 
Congress. 

Sesolvedj  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  de- 
vise ways  and  means  for  raising  ten  millions  of  dollars,  voted  the  6th  of  May : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  R.  Livinsston,  and  Mr.  Tilghman. 

Beaelved,  That  doctbr  Jonathan  Potts  be  employed  as  a  physician  and 
surgeon  in  (heXanada  department,  or  at  Lake-Geom,  as  the  general  shall 
direct ;  but,  that  this  appointment  shall  not  supersede  Ilr.  Stringer. 

Resohedy  That  an  express  l^  sent  to  Hug^  Mercer,  esq.  who  was  yesterday 
appointed  a  brigadier-general,  with  his  commission,  and  that  he  be  desired  im- 
mediately to  repair  to  head-quarters,  at  New -York. 

A  memorial  of  Jacob  Ummensetterwas  presented  to  Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the 
casting  of  cannon^ 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  bdng  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  JwM  7,  1776. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Eseck  Hopkins,  commo- 
dore of  the  continental  fleet,  dated  Providence,  May  23d,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which,  being  taken  into  consideration,  was  agreed  to ;  Whereupon,     ^ 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Charles  Walker,  of  New-Providence,  be  paid  the  va- 
lue of  the  sloop  Endeavour,  as  also  of  four  tons  of  lignum-vittt,  and  one  hun- 
dred cedar  posts,  taken  by  the  said  commodore,  for  the  use  of  the  colonies, 
mnd  the  damages  the  said  Walker  has  sustained  by  the  taking  and  detention 
of  the  said  vessel,  liznum-vitse  and  posts ;  the  said  Walker  giving  a  full  ac- 
quittance for  the  saidTvessel,  goods  and  damages. 

Resolved,  That  the  eovemor  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut  be  requested  to 
appoint  judicious  and  disinterested  persons  to  appraise  the  vessel  and  goods 
aforesaid,  at  the  time  when  they  were  taken,  for  the  service  of  the  colonies, 
and  to  estimate  the  full  damages  sustained  by  the  said  Walker,*and  report  to 
this  Congress  forthwith,  that  the  said  Walker  may  be  indemnified  by  this 
Congress. 

Resolvedj  That  the  said  Walker  have  his  election  to  receive  his  vessel  again, 
and  the  hire  of  her,  and  his  damages,  or  the  value  of  her  to  be  ascertained  as 
aforesaid. 

Conmss  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  convention  of  South-Carolina,  respecting  the  battalions  raised  in 
that  colony ;  and,  after  some  debate. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommitted. 

Congress  being  informed  that  complaint  is  made  with  respect  to  the  powder 
manufactured  at  Oswald  Eve's  mill : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  R.  Livin^ton  be  a  com- 
mittee to  enquire  into  the  defect,  and  take  measures  to  have  it  remedied. 
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Certain  resolutions  respecting  independencj  being  moved  and  aecctDdti 

Jiisolved^  That  the  consideration  ot  them  be  referred  till  to-morrow  an 
ing ;  and>  that  the  members  be  enjoined*  to  attend  punctaallj  at  10  o'clock,  ii 
order  to  take  the  same  into  their  consideration. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  attemftaM' 
to  counterfeit  the  bills  of  credit,  emitted  bj  Congress/ brought  in  their  repvt 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  oVlock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY.  June  8,  1776. 

Resolved^  That  the  resolutions  respecting  independency  be  refemi  ti  i 
committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  resolvra  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole;  Mifer 
some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  h 
the  committee  have  taken  into  consideration  the  matter  to  them  refemiftE 
not  having  come  to  any  resolution  thereon,  directed  him  to  move  for  leant) 
sit  again  on  Monday. 

Resolved^  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  at  10  o'clock,  reseH*. 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  conudentkii 
resolutions  referred  to  them. 

A  petitition  of  John  Bayard,  Joseph  Deane,  and  William  Erskiae,  Ikk 
presented  to  Congress,  ana  read, 

Resolved^  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  the  petitioDef955(!l^ 
of  powder,  and  400  lb.  of  swivel  and  grape-shot,  for  the  use  of  their  printes 
Hancock,  and  also  750  lb.  of  powder  before  appli^  for. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponedt 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jtine  10, 1776, 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Consress,  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  general  Washington,  of  the  7th  and  8th,  together  wiflico|iiesi 
twenty-one  letters  and  papers  from  general  Schuyler  and  others: 

-One  from  the  commissioners  in  Canada,  of  the  17th  of  May ;  and 

One  from  captain  Herman  Allen. 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  said  letters  and  papers  be  referred  to  the  comaifl^'P' 
pointed  on  the  6th,  to  consider  sundry  letters  that  day  read. 

A  letter  from  Stephen  Moylan,  esa.  expressing  his  gratefiil  thanks  to  C«>' 
zress  for  appointing  him  to  the  office  or  quarter-master  general ;  and  a  letter  ffo* 
ue  convention  of  New -York  of  the  7th,  were  laid  before  Conffress,  andresi 

Resolved^  That  the  pay  of  the  continental  troops,  in  the  middle  depirtiD^*^ 
he  henceforth  the  same  as  that  of  the  troops  in  the  eastern. 

Resolved^  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the  appointment  of  a  depat/ptj' 
u^aster  general  for  the  eastern  department. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of^ 
whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  resolutions  to  them  refen^' 
and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr- 
HaVrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  tlie  0^ 
ters  referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  a  resolution  thereon,  which  thej<B' 
rected  him  to  report. 

The  resolution  agreed  to  in  committee  of  the  whole  Congress  be>ns^^. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  first  resolution  be  postpoo^^ 
Monday^  the  first  day  of  July  next;  and  in  the  mean  while,  that  do  6«^  '^ 
lost,  in  case  the  Congress  acree  thereto,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  |p|^ 
pare  a  declaration  to  the  effect  of  the  said  first  resolution,  which  is  i^i  to^ 
words :  ««T4iat  these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  ri^t  ought  t»b^f^^ 
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**  independent  states;  that  they  are  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British 
**  crown :  and  that  all  politicalconnexion  between  them  and  the  state  of  Great- 
•«  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved." 

The  several  matters  to  tliis  daj  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  June  11, 1776. 

Two  letters,  of  the  9th  and  10th,  from  general  Washington,  were  read  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  6th. 

A  letter  from  H.  E.  Stanaope,  of  the  1 1th,  and  one  from  E.  Webb,  of  the 
12th  of  May,  both  dated  from  Northampton  gaol;  also,  one  from  Mrs.  Con- 
aoljr,  were  read : 

Mesolved,  That  these  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prisoners. 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  of  a  compen- 
sation to  the  secretary  for  his  services : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Rutledee,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in 
favor  of  Carpenter  Wharton,  for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania  battalions,  he  to 
be /iccoun  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  paid  the  Indian 
interpreter  for  his  services,  and  to  defray  his  expenses. 

The  present  for  the  Indians  beins  provided,  they  were  called  in,  and  the 
speech  a^eed  to,  was  delivered  as  follows : 

*'  BroSiers,  We  hope  the  friendship  that  is  between  you  and  us  will  be  firm, 
and  continue  as  long  as  the  sun  shall  shine,  and  the  waters  run,  that  we  and 
'you  may  be  as  one  people,  and  have  but  one  heart,  and  be  kind  to  one  another 
as  brethren. 

<'  Brothers,  The  king  of  Great-Britain,  hearkening  to  the  evil  counsel  of  tome 
of  his  foolish  young  men,  is  angry  with  us,  because  we  will  not  let  him  take 
away  from  us  our  land,  and.  all  that  we  have,  and  eive  it  to  them,  and  because 
we  will  not  do  every  thing  that  he  bids  us;  and  hau  hindered  his  people  from 
bringing  goods  to  us;  but,  we  haye  made  provision  for  getting  such  a  quantt- 
tj  of  them,  that  we  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  supply  your  wants  as  formerly. 

*'  Brothers,  We  shall  order  all  our  warriors  and  young  men  not  to  hurt  you 
or  any  of  your  kindred,  and  we  hope  you  will  not  suffer  any  of  your  young 
men  to  jom  with  our  enemies,  or  to  do  any  wrong  to  us,  that  nothing  may  hap- 
pen to  make  any  quarrel  between  us. 

"  Brothers,  We  desire  you  to  accept  a  few  necessaries,  which  we  present 
yon  with,  as  tokens  of  our  good-will  towards  you." 

The  presents  being  delivered,  the  Indian  chief  begsed  leave  to  give  a  name 
to  the  president ;  the  same  being  granted,  an  Onoi^ago  chief  arose,  and  sa- 
luted the  president  by  the  name  of  Karanduaan,  or  the  Great  Tree,  by  whidi 
naune  he  informed  him  the  president  will  be  known  among  the  Six  nation^. 

After  which  the  Indians  took  their  leave  and  withdrew. 

A  letter  from  brigadier-general  Sullivan,  dated  St.  John's,  June  1,  was  laid 
before  Confi;ress,  and  read.    . 

Resolvea,  That  colonel  Shee  and  colonel  Magaw,  be  ordered  immediately 
to  march  with  their  regiments  to  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  lend  the  committee  of 
safety  of  Pennsylvania,  four  tons  of  powder. 

Resolved,  That  letters  be  sent,  by  express,  to  the  several  colonies  who  are 
to  furnish  militia  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  acquainting  them  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  forwarding  the  supplies  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee,  for  preparing  the  declaration,  consist  of  five : 

The .  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
Sherman,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston. 
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Besolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  digest  die  fani 
a  confederation  to  be  entered  into  between  these  colonies : 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to  be  pnpK 
to  foreim  powers* 

Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  Carroll,  of  CarroUton,  two  of  the  commisdoiienbs; 
arriTed  from  Canada,  attended,  and  gaVe  an  account  of  their  proceedia{;i»& 
the  state  of  the  armj  in  that  country. 

The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  bong  postponed, 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  12, 1776. 

Colonel  Roberdeau,  on  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  privateen  vUcb  hn 
taken  some  jNrizes,  on  board  of  which  was  a  i^nantity  of  clollars  to  the  ii«to/ 
512,000,  havinff  tendered  to  Congress  the  moietj  belonging  to  them,  inexiki? 
for  continental  bills  of  credit, 

Enolved,  That  their  oflfer  be  accepted,  and  that  application  be  made  it  ^ 
agent  for  the  men,  for  the  moiety  belonging  to  them,  and  that  coatioeatilv 
ney  be  given  them  in  lieu  thereof. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  pay-master  geneiilf«3 
eastern  department,  and,  &e  ballots  being  taken, 

Ebenezer  Hancock  was  elected  unanimously. 

RtBolved,  That  the  sum  of  150,000  dollars  be  sent  to  Mr.  E.  Hancod.s^ 
natj  pay-master  general,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  troops  in  the  o^ 
department. 

The  committee,  to  whom  colonel  Hand's  letter,  of  die  Sd  otVajU^ 
referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration:  ^ 
upon. 

Besolvedy  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  order  the  rifltfvB^ 
men  belonging  to  we  rifle  regiment  as  will  not  re-inlist,  to  be  pDrcbasol,s£ 
that  the  general  order  the  payment  out  of  the  military  chest. 

That  Sie  rifle  regiment  be  allowed  a  drummer  and  fifer  to  each  conp!; 

That  9000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Hand,  to  purchase  an  tinifa*'^ 
the  rifle  regiment,  the  said  sum  to  be  stopped  out  of  the  pay  of  the  siio  ^ 
™«nt.  . 

Besolved,  That  cantain  Grier,  who  is  returned  from  Virginia  witb^^ 
tachment,  and  a  number  of  recruits,  be  directed  to  join  the  battaliotf  «b^ 
march  to  New-York,  and  that  Mr.  C.  Wharton  be  directed  tooffl^^ 
with  rations.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colo^v^ 
gaw,  for  the  use  of  his  battalion^  the  191  muskets  sent  up  by  <^P^^ 

Beeolvedy  That  the  committee  to  prepare  and  digest  tneform  of  acosic^ 
ration  to  be  entered  into  between  these  colonies^consistofamemberfniBe^' 
colony:  .   ^ 

The  membere  appointed,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Hopto  * 
Sherman,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Hr.  Sto&e.  «^ 
Nelson,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  £.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Gwinnett.  ^^ 

Beedved,  That  the  committee  to  prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to  be  fT' 
to  foreign  powers,  consist  of  five :  u. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Dickinson,-  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J.  Adan^  ^ 
Harrison,  and  Mr.  R.  Morris.        '  ^ 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  tke  comnuttee  on  i 
oflBce:  Whereupon,  .^ 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  Congress  be  appointed  by  the  name  ot 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  consist  of  five  memoers.  ^^ 

That  a  secretary  and  one  or  more  clerics,  be  appointed  by  Conp'*^^^ 
competent  salaries,  to  assist  the  said  board  in  executing  the  buifi^^^ 
departmeikt: 
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That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board,  to  obtain  and  keep  an  alphabetical  and 
accurate  register  of  tiie  names  of  all  officers  of  the  land  forces  in  tiie  service  of 
the  United  Colonies,  with  their  rank  and  the  dates  of  their  respective  commis- 
sions ;  and  also  regular  accounts  of  the  state  and  disposition  of  the  troops  in  the 
respective  colonies ;  for  which  purpose,  the  generals  and  officers  commanding  in 
the  different  departments  and  posts,  are  to  cause  regular  returns  to  be  made 
in  the  said  war-office : 

That  they  shall  obtain  and  keep  exact  accounts  of  all  the  artillery,  arms, 
ammunition  and  war-like  stores,  belonging  to  the  United  Colonies,  and  of  die 
manner  in  which,  and  the  places  where,  me  same  shall,  from  time  to  timej,  be 
lodeed  and  employed ;  and  that  they  shall  have  the  immediate  care  of  all  such 
artillery,  arms,  ammunition,  and  war-like  stores,  as  shall  not  be  employed  in 
actoal  service ;  for  preserving  whereof,  they  shall  have  power  to  hire  proper 
nuMzines  at  the  public  expense : 

That  ikej  shall  have  the  care  of  forwarding  all  despatches  from  Congress 
to  the  colonies  and  armies,  and  all  monies  to  be  transmitted  for  the  public  ser- 
vice by  order  of  Congress ;  and  of  providing  suitable  escorts  and  suards  for 
the  sate  conveyance  of  such  despatches  and  monies,  when  it  shall  appear  to 
them  to  be  necessary : 

That  they  shall  superintend  the  raising,  fitting;  out,  and  despatching  all  siich 
land  forces  as  may  be  ordered  for  the  service  qi  the  United  CTolonies : 

That  they  shall  have  the  care  and  direction  of  all  prisoners  of  war,  agree* 
able  to  the  orders  and  regulations  of  Congress : ' 

That  they  shall  keep  and  preserve,  in  the  said  office,  in  regular  order,  all 
original  letters  and  papers,  which  shall  come  into  the  said  omce  by  order  of 
Conip-ess,  or  otherwise,  and  shall  also  cause  all  draughts  of  letters  and  des- 
patohes  to  be  made  or  transcribed  in  books  to  be  set  apart  for  tiiat  purpose,  aiid 
shall  cause  fair  entries,  in  like  manner,  to  be  made,  and  registers  preserved^ 
of  all  other  business  which  shall  be  transacted  in  the  said  office : 

That  before  the  secretary,  or  any  clerk  .of  the  war-office  shall  enter  on  his 
office,  they  shall  respectively  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  a  certifi- 
cate whereof  shall  be  filed  in  the  said  office  : 

«'  I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  will  not  directly  or  indirectly,  divulffe 
any  matter  or  thing,  which  shall  come  to  my  knowledge,  as  secretary  of  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  (or,  clerk  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,)  es- 
tablished by  Congress,  without  the  leave  of  the  said  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance, and  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  my  said  office,  according  to  the  best 
of  my  skill  and  judgment.    So  help  me  God." 

That  the  said  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  hire  suiteble  apartments,  and 
provide  books,  papers,  and  other  necessaries,  at  the  continental  expense,  for 
carrying  on  the  nusiness  of  the  said  office. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  several  letters,  from  the  commissioners  in  Ca- 
nada, and  major-general  Schuyler,  with  the  papers  enclosed  therein,  were  re- 
ferred, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 

The  commissioners  to  Canada  also  brou^t  in  a  report  in  writing,  whidt 
was  read: 

Bnolved,  That  the  said  two  reports  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Congress. 

Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  reports  to  them  referred ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon^ 
ike  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  made  some  progress  in  the  matters  referred  to  them;  but,  not  having 
finished,  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  4 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  reports 
referred  to  them. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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THURSDAY,  June  13,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  M'Rean,  dated  2  o'clock  this  moming,  undaletterfns 
the  committee  of  Lewistown^  of  the  llth»  were  laid  before  CoDg;ress,aodRi£ 
Whereupon^ 

BeBolvedf  That  the  secret  committee  be  4^ected  to  forward  one  too  of  |i 
powder,  and  a  proportionable  quantity  of  lead,  if  to  be  got,  to  the  committRf 
safety  of  the  counties  on  Delaware,  for  the  use  of  the  militia  in  ftat  goT» 
ment: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  immedutrIrD 
order  a  battalion  of  the  provincial  riflemen  to  march  to  the  assistance  of  tk 
militia  in  Delaware  government : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assembly,  or  committee  of  safetjof  Mvirc 

Sivemment,  to  cause'  all  the  disaffected,  in  their  colony,  to  be  disvBedtUd 
e  arms  to  be  disposed  of  agreeable  to  a  former  resolution  of  Coii^; 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  rifle  battalion  of  associators  in  tiii&diT 
be  requested  to  order  a  company  of  the  said  battalion  to  escort  the  powder«i 
to  the  Delaware  government,  until  they  shall  reach  the  provinciil  battikd 
riflemen,  ordered  to  march  to  the  assistance  *of  the  Delaware  militia> 

A  letter  from  James  M'Lepe,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Shippei^ 
enclosing  certain  resolutions  respecting  some  powder  they  have  stopped,  ^ 
was  sent  by  Mr.  L.  Morris  to  George  Morgan,  esq.  at  Tittsburgy  was  IikI^ 
fore  Congress  and  read. 

Sesolvedy  That  the  president  return  an  answer,  and  inform  flie  conuDit^^ 
that  tiie  powder  was  sent  to  G.  Morgan,  esq.  by  order  of  Congress,  tod  r^ 
them  to  use  their  endeavors  to  have  the  same  forwarded,  with  all  safetjv 
despatch,  to  Mr.  Morgan,  at  Pittsburg. 

A  letter  of  the  11th  from  the  convention  of  New- York  was  also  reaii^ 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  6th. 

Resolved.  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  stop  the  expor(ati«< 
anysaltedtprovisions,  which  they  may  have  ordered  to  be  made  fromNevTe:^ 

UMolvedf  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  100lb.ef  po*^- 
to  the  order  of  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the  casting  of  ossf 

Revived,  That  an  order  for  oOO  dolhtrs  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  io^ 
vor  of  captain  James  Grier,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  same,  and  to  reK^ 
an  account  thereof  to  the  pay -master  general,  upon  his  arrival  at  Vtv-l^^ 

Sesolvedt  That  the  pav  of  the  secretary  of  tne  board  of  warandflnifi^^' 
be  at  the  rate  of  800  dollars  a  year.  , 

Congress  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  to  form  tk  «^ 
of  war  and  ordnance,  the  following  members  were  chosen  :  . 

'  Mt.  J.'  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.E.^ 
ledffe: 

ffichard  Peters,  esq.  was  elected  secretary  of  the  ssud  board. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  doctor  BeDJanuB^ 
Cfon  as  surgeon  to  the  nrst  Pennsylvania  battalion  now  in  Canada ; 

George  xudor  to  bietii^tain  of  the  company  lately  commanded  b?  vv^ 
Stewart,  in  the  third  Pennsylvania  battalion ; 

Mr.  John  Duffuid,  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  said  third  battalion ; 

Mr.  Herman  ^tout,  as  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  said  battalion ; 

And  Mr.  Andrew  Gsaydon,  as  an  ensign  in  the  said  battalion : 
.  Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commissions  be  granted  io^^- 
accordingly-  ,  .   -  ^i^. 

Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  intD  w 
farther  consideration  the  reports  to  them  referred,  and  after  some  rirnf  -r 
thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  tnat^-^; 
committee  have  made  some  further  progress  in  the  matters  referred  ^^^'"^ 
not  having  yel  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  ^t  ^ 
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Jtesolvedj  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  reports  ta 
them  referred.  ' 

The  marine  committee  reported,  that  complaint?  are  made  against  commo- 
dore E.  Hopkins,  captain  Saftonstal,  and  captain  Whipple,  for  breach  of  orders, 
and  other  mal -practices  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  inform  commodore  E. 
Hopkins,  captain  Saltonstal,  and  captain  Whipple,  of  the  complaints  lodged 
against  them,  and  order  them  immedutely  to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  to  answei 
for  their  conduct. 

Besolved,  That  in  case  the  enemy's  shipsof  war  attempt  to  come  up  the  rivei 
Delaware,  that  the  secret  committee  be  empowered  and  directed  to  deliver  sue: 
a  quantitj  of  powder  as  thej  shall  judge  necessary,  to  the  committee  of  safety 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  June  14,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in^  favor 
of  Mr.  George  Evans,  commissary,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  troops  in  Dela- 
ware government,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  10th,  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  Maryland,  was  laid  be- 
fore Congress  and  read  ;  also,  a  letter  of  the  16th  of  May,  from  the  commis- 
sioners, in  Canada,  recommending  major  Dubois  to  the  notice  of  Congress  for 
promotion^ 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  tiie  barracks  be  directed  to  deliver 
the  prisoner  in  his  custody  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  who  are 
desired  to  treat  him  agreeable  to  former  resolutions  of  Congress. 

A  letter  of  tiie  13tn,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  two  letters  from 
Tnajor-seneral  Schuyler,  of  the  8th,  and  sundry  other  letters  and  papers,  was 
laid  before  Congress  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  standing  committee  on  Indian  af* 
fairs,  and  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  sit  forthwith. 

A  letter  of  die  13th,  from  W.  Livingston,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Thomas 
Little,  of  the  2d,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
and  remedy  tiie  defects  of  the  powder  manufactured  at  Mr.  O.  Eve's  mill. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  general  Washin^n^ 
of  the  9th  and  10th,  and  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration:  VVnereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  the  colony  of  New* 
York,  to  make  effectual  provision  for  detecting,  restraining,  and  punishing  dis-^ 
affected  and  dangerous  persons  in  that  colony,  and  to  prevent  all  persons  from 
bavins  any  intercourse  or  correspondence  with  the  enemy;  and  that  general 
Washington  afford  his  aid  therein,  when  necessary. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress,  that  |^reat  quantities  of 
salted  beef  and  pork  have  been  purchased  for  exportation,  which,  if  not  restrain- 
ed, may  render  the  supplies  of  the  army  difficult  and  uncertain : 

Resoiv§d,  therefore.  That  no  salted  beef  or  pork,  except  as  much  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  use  of  the  crew,  be  exported  from  any  ot  the  United  Colonies, 
in  any  vessel,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Con- 
gress. 

Tne  comnuttee  appointed  to  consider  of  a  compensation  to  the  secretary,  for 
his  services,  brought  m  their  report,  which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

That  tiie  sum  of  one  thousana  two  hundred  doUars  be  granted  and  paid,  out 
of  the  public  treasuryi  to  Charles  Thomson,  secretary  to  the  United  Colonics^ 
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in  consideration  of  his  faithful  senrices  for  one  year,  ending  thelO&afyif 
last. 

The  committee  to  whom  seneral  Washington's  letter  of  the  ISdi,  aadB^- 
general  Schuyler's  of  the  8 A,  were  referred,  brooght  in  their  repoit,  vhidn 
taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Renlvedn  That  general  Schuyler  and  the  other  coramisaoners  far  Indiai^ 
faii*s  in  the  northern  department  be  directed  immediately  to  hold  a  amiwss 
with  the  Six  Nations ;  to  en(^aee  them  in  our  interest  upon  the  besttennitk 
can  be  procured,  and  treat  with  them  on  the  principles  and  in  the  decmnBu- 
ner  mentioned  in  his  letter : 

That  general  Schuyler's  preparations  for  immediately  takinz  post  it  M 
Stanwit,  and  erecting  a  fortification  there,  be  approTed  of;  ana  that  pen! 
Washington  be  instructed  to  give  him  directions  for  carrying  that  meanRi&ti 
execution. 

Rtaolvedt  That  the  committee  on  spes  be  directed  to  revise  the  nlesu^ 
articles  of  war,  and  to  make  such  additions  and  alterationa  as  theymijiiip 
proper,  and  lay  the  same  before  Congress  for  their  consideration. 

A  petition  nom  Mrs.  ***,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read: 

Aesolt^ed,  That  it  be  referred  to  tiie  committee  on  spies.  ^ 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  wis  preseiii'li 
Congress,  and  read  ;  settine  fortii,  that  a  committee  of  the  assemblr>  acco^ 
nied  by  tiic  general  officers  lateljr  in  town,  and  a  skilful  engineer,  mtvm 
the  river  Delaware,  and  the  fortifications  and  defences  erected  at  the  expcR 
of  die  colony  of  Pennsylvania  to  oppose  and  prevent  the  passage  of  fte«- 
my's  ships ;  and  that  they  have  Judged  it  necessary,  for  fartiier  secsritj.thi 
a  redoubt  should  be  erected  at  Billingsport,  on  the  New-Jersey  sdcandiU 
a  boom  should  be  there  thrown  across,  or  some  other  obstmctionsfxedii^ 
channel ;  and  praying,  as  the  |riace  for  the  redoubt  is  out  of  thar  govereac^ 
and  as  their  colony  has  expended  a  very  lai|;e  sum  for  the  defence  of  tbeii^ 
er,  that  the  Congress  would  direct  the  works  to  be  done  at  the  oontineDtilQ' 
pensc;  Whereupon,  '^^-v 

Reisolvedj  That  the  committee  of  sitfetyof  Pennsylvania  be  empowereM 
the  continental  expense,  to  erect  the  redoubt,  and  to  fix  the  boom,  or  others 
structions,  at  the  places  aforesaid: 

Thpmas  Bales,  blacksmith,  proposing  to  supply  the  continental  troop  *^ 
a  quantity  of  camp-kettles,  or  sbeet-iron  at  one  and  one-diird  doilaret^ 
provided  he  can  have  credit  for  five  tons  of  sheet-iron : 

Resolved,  That  Timotiiy  Matiaok,  esq.  be  directed  tp  write  to  IV^ 
Mayberry,  of  Mountholly,  the  manufacturer  of  sheet-iron,  to  sepd  dovoj 
him  five  tons  of  sheet-iron,  for  which  he  will  be  paid  on  the  ddiverfi  >» 
that  Mr.  Matlack  be  directed  to  recdve  the  saia  iron,  and  deliver  it  ^ 
as  it  may  be  wanted,  to  Thomas  Bales,  and  receive  the  kettles  as  ftf  t  as  Difi* 

The  matters  to  tins  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

SATURDAY,  Jime  15, 1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  lud^fore  Congress,  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  Mr.  M'Kean  of  the  ISth,  and  one  from  Mr.  P.  Peters: 

One  fii>m  general  Washington  of  the  14tii,  enclosing  the  copy  of  ^ 
from  general  Shuyler  of  the  10th,  and  sundry  other  papers : 

One  fiom  imvemor  Trumbull,  of  the  10th,  with  sundry  papers  eodos^* 

One  from  David  Waterbnry,  of  the  6th,  with  accounts  enclosed :         . 

Reaolved,  That  tiie  letter  from  D.  Waterbury,  witii  tiie  accounts  tadm 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims.  .   j 

A  letter  from  tiie  committee  of  safety  of  Virginia,  of  tiie  5th,  in{ort0^J^ 
the  arrival. of  five  tons  of  powder^  on  account  of  the  continfii&  ^^ 
Whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  one  half  of  the  said  contineiital  powder  be  left  in  Virginia^ 
smd  the  other  half  forwurded  to  the  commaning  officer  in  South-Carolina. 

Beeolvedt  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideratioB 
the  state  of  Oeoivia,and  report  thereon  touon^ress: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  8«  Adams. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended 

Mr.  Hector  M'Neal  to  command  the  frigate  Boston, 

Mr.  John  Brown  to  be  Ueutenaht  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Thomas  Grennel  to  command  the  frigate  Montgomery, 

Besolved,  That  thej  be  accepted,  and  that  commissions  be  granted  to  tiiem 
accordingly. 

A  memorial  from  the  owners  of  four  private  ships  of  war,  fitted  and  fitti  og 
oat  in  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read: 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

For  expenses  of,  sick  men  belonging  to  the  6th  Pennsylvania  battalion,  4he 
«um  of  58  SO-90  dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  b^  paid  to  captain  Sam- 
uel Benezet. 

To  Hu^  Hodge,  for  sundry  necessaries  for  the  sick  of  the  thud  Pennsylva- 
nia battalion,  the  sum  of  34  15-90  dollars : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  wacon-master  for  transporting  salt-petre  from  Egg-har-t 
bonr  to  Cooper's  ferry,  &e  sum  of  210  70-90  dollars : 

To  Peter  Agnew^  for  repairing  arms  for  the  fifth  Pennsylvania  battalioBji 
the  sum  of  11  36-90  dollars. 

The  said  committee  farther  reported,  that  Peter  Noble,  a  soldier  belonmng 

to  colonel  Hinman's  battalion,  (captain  Watson's  company)  who  was  taken 

prisoner  near  Montreal,  with  C4>lonei  Eathan  Allen,  ought  to  have  the  sunn  of 

40  dollars  advanced  to  him,  and  his  receipt  taken  for  the  same,  as  part  of 

Jus  nav: 

Oraeredf  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

It  being  represented  to  Congress,  that  a  number  of  officers,  whose  men  left 
tiiem  last  winter  in  Canada,  and  who  remained  and  served  there  during  the 
whole  winter,  were  returned,  and  were  desirous  of  being  some  way  empToyed 
Uid  provided  for : . 

Heeolved,  That  this  case  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  who 
are  desired  to  sit  as  soon  as  conveniently  they  can,  and  report  thereon  to 
Congress. 

Besolved,  That  the  president  write  to  governor  Trumbull,  desiring,  tha.t  he 
will  deliver  to  the  agent  of  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  the  can- 
non and  trucks  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  taken  from  New-London,  andiMiat 
he  be  informed,  the  Congress  expect  this  resolution  will  be  immediately  oom<» 
plied  with. 

Resolved,  That  the  letters  from  governor  Trumbull,  senecal  Washington 
and  general  Schuyler,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  general  Washington's  letters 
of  the  9th  and  10th,  which  was  left  unfinished,  together  with  the  amendments 
moved  and  seconddl,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  their  farther  consideration  the  reports  referred  if  them  ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  re- 
ported, that  tiie  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the^  matters  to  them 
refern^,  and  have  come  to  sundry  resolutions  thereon,  which  they  ordered 
him  to  report;  but,  not  having  yet  finished,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
sitagain.. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  delivered  in, . 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  digest  and  arrange  the 
«everal  resolutions  agreed  to  in  the  committee  of  the  whole,  in  order  to  te  laid 
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before  Congress ;  and  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  be  discharged  of  &  r- 
ports,  BO  far  as  the;^  relate  to  the  cartel  entered  into  between  bripdier-gotnl 
Arnold  and  captain  Foster  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  that  tks»t 
be  referred  to  the  committee  now  to  be  appointea : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jefferson,  JMr*  Braxton,  Mr.  Paiite,  asd  ft 
Middleton. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  agun  resoWe  itself  ofi 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  die  repiifS 
to  them  referred. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday.  ^ 

MONDAY,  Jttne  ir,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  rthof  May  from  brigadier-general  Armstrong,  and  oh  if tiie 
Gtli  of  June  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  were  laid  before  Con§RS,tBd 
read: 

The  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  whom  the  letter  from  goTemor  IrsM. 
of  the  10th  of  June,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  reporC  which  wis  tib 
into  consideration:  Whereupon, 

JRmdved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  jB;o¥emor  and  assemblj^rfCoue^' 
ticut,  to  send  the  two  battalions  mentioned  in  the  said  letter  as  raised,  o&fr 
Boston,  and  one  for  New-York,  into  Canada  forthwith,  as  proposed  in  tlieai 
letter ;  and  that  a  battalion  of  militia  be  sent  to  Boston,  instead  of  the  ttei- 
leaded  for  that  place : 

That  blank  commissions  be  sent  to  governor  Trumbull,  for  the  officers  of  tit 
Imttalion  intended  for  New- York ;  the  present  exigency  requiring  this  ^ 
tur'e,  the  same  not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent : 

That  10,500  dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  delegates  of  Coniiec^ 
io  t)e  sent  to  that  colony,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  raising  the  said  regimesj: 

That  governor  Trum Dull  be  informed,  tnat  Congress  are  of  opinion,  tbt^ 
prcivision  made  by  the  late  act  of  assembly  of  Connecticut,  for  the  porpt^^ 
en(;aging  one-third  of  the  militia  on  the  sea-coast,  and  one-fourth  ii^  |^  ^ 
rioir  part  of  that  colony,  for  the  defence  thereof,  and  of  the  neighbouring  c# 
nieSy  will,  by  no  means,  answer  the  object  the  Congress  had  in  view  by  tte 
resolution  of  the  3d  of  June ;  and  request,  that  such  steps  may  betueB^ 
the  assembly  of  that  colony,  as  shall  seem  to  them  most  likely  to  cut],^ 
isKiKi  the  said  requisition.  • 

jResolved,  That  commissions  be  panted  to  the  oflBcers  appointed  hj^^ 
senibly  of  Connecticut  for  the  regiment  ordered  to  be  raised  in  diatcfit®!> 
for  the  service  of  the  continent. 

Mesohedj  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  two  ions  of  ^ 
povfder  to  the  convention  of  New- Jersey,  for  tlie  use  of  their  militia* 

l^e  committee  appointed  to  digest  and  methodize  the  resolutions  esters 
into*  by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  having  performed  that  service,  brou|»^ 
thei  r  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon,  , 

Liesotved,  That  an  experienced  general  be  imitiediately  sent  into  Caov^ 
with  power  to  appoint  a  deputy  adjutant-seneral,  a  deputy  mastef-iD|^ 
geaeral,  and  sucn  other  officers  as  he  shall  find  necessary  for  the  good  of  t^ 
service,  and  to  fill  up  vacancies  in  the  army  in  Canada,  and  notify  the^*! 
to  i  Congress  for  their  approbation ;  that  he  also  have  power  to  snspeiid  ^ 
offic;er  were,  till  the  pleasure  of  Congress  be  known,  he  giving  his  reasons  i* 
80  <  loing  in  the  orders  of  suspension,  and  transmitting  to  Congress,  as  ^^ 
possible,  the  charge  against  such  officer :  jprovided,  that  this  power  ^^^''^^ 
ing  officers  and  filling  up  vacancies,  shall  not  be  continued  beyond  the  v» 
daj'  of  October  next :  . 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  send  major-general  Gates  into  ^ 
na*da,  to  take  the  command  of  the  forces  in  that  province : 
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That  no  officer  subtle  or  sell  to  the  soldiers,  on  peiialty  of  being  fined  one 
month's  paj»  and  dismissed  the  service  with  infamy,  on  conviction  before  ^ 
court-martial : 

That  the  ba^j^age  of  officers  and  soldiers  be  regulated  conformably  to  th^ 
rules  in  the  British  armies : 

That  all  sales  of  arms*  ammunition,  clothing,  and  accoutrements,  made  by 
soldiers,  be  void : 

That  no  troops  employed  in  Canada  be  dbbanded  there ;  that  all  soldiers  in 
Canada,  ordered  to  be  disbanded^  or  whose  times  of  inlistment  beins  expired!, 
shall  refuse  to  re-inlist,  shall  be  sent,  under  proper  officers,  to  Ticonderoga,  o^ 
auch  other  post  on  the  lakes  as  the  general  shall  direct,  where  they  shall  b^ 
mustered,  and  the  arms,  accoutrements,  blankets,  and  utensils  wnich  they 
^nay  have  belonging  to  the  puUic,  shall  be  delivered  up«  and  deposited  ux 
the  public  store : 

Tnat  a  deputy  muster-master  general  be  immediately  sent  into  Canada : 
,  Tliat  the  local  commissaries  and  quaKer-masters,  {upppinted  at  the  dif- 
ferent garrisons  or  posts,  shall  make  weekly  returns  to  the  general  of  the  pror 
visions  and  stores  in  the  places  at  which  they  may  happen  to  be  stationed :  , 
^  That  the  general  officers,  deputy  ouarter-naAtcr  g^neml,  local  commissa- 
iries,  pay-master  in  CanadH,  and  all  other  persons  there,  whohave  received  pub^ 
{ic  monies,  be  ordered,  without  delay,  to  render  and  aettle  their  accpunts ;  on 
which  settlement,  no  general  officer  shall  receive  pay  as  colonel  of  a  r^iment^ 
jaor  field-officer  as  captain  of  a  company : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  make  a  good  wagon-road  from  Fort- 
Edward  to  Cheshire's ;  to  clear  Wood-creek,  and  to  construct  a  lock  at  Skeaes- 
borough5  00  as  to  have  a  continued  navigation  for  batteai^s  from  Cheshire's  in- 
to Lake-Champlain ;  to  erect  a  grand  magazine  at  Cheshire'^  ^nd  secure  it  by 
fi  stockade  fort ;  to  erect  a  saw-mill  at  Scoon-creck ;  to  order  skilful  persons 
to  survey  and  take  the  level  of  the  waters  falling  into  Hudson's  river  near 
Fort-Edward,  and  those  which  fall  into  Wood-creek  and  interlock  with  the 
former,  particularly  Jones'  ruD  and  Half-way  brook,  tlie  latter  of  which  is  said 
to  discharge  itself^into  Wood-creek  at  Cheshire's ;  that  he  be  directed  to  have 
fi  greater  number  of  boats  and  bands  kept  on  Hudson's  river,  at  the  different 
stations  between  Albany  and  Fort*Edward,  in  order  to  save  the  expense  of 
wagonage ;  that  he  be  empowered  to  appoint  proper  officers  to  superintend  the 
carriage  by  land,  and  transportation  by  water^  of  provisions^  military  stores* 
aiyl  oSier  things  into  Canada,  that  neither  waste  or  delay  may  arise  therein^ 
^t  he  build,  with  all  expedition,  as  many  gallies  and  armed  vessels  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  himself  and  the  general  officer  to  be  sent  into  Canada,  shall  be  sufr 
ficient  to  make  us  indisputably  masters  of  the  lakes  Champlain  and  George  ; 
and  that,  for  this  purpose,  there  be  sent  to  him  a  master  carpenter  acquainted 
with  the  construction  of  the  gallies  used  on  die  Delaware,  wno  shall  take  with 
him  other  carpenters,  and  models  also  if  requisite ;  and  that  it  be  submitted 
to  general  Schuyler,  whether  a  temporary  fortification  or  entrenched  canip^ 
either  at  Crown-jKiint  or  opposite  Ticonderoga,  may  be  necessary : 

That  the  oommissary-general  be  directed  to  supply  thearm^  in  Canada  witb 
provisions,  and  to  appoint  proper  officers  under  nim  to  receive  and  issue  the 
same  at  the  several  posts,  taking  the  directions  of  the  general ;  that  he  be  em- 
powered to  contract  with  proper  persons  in  Canada  foe  aupplj^ing  the  army 
there  with  fresh  provisions;  that  he  be  directed  to  purchase  for  them  a  quan- 
tity of  Albany  peas,  and  to  furnish  as  much  biscuit  as  may  be  necessary;  and 
that  his  pay  be  raised  to  150  dollars  a  month : 

That  the  quarter-master  general  be  directed  to  provide  and  forward  suc^ 
tents,  clothing,  and  utensils  as  are  wanted  for  the  army  in  Canada,  subject  to 
tliR  direction  of  th#  commander  in  chief: 
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That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  send  into  Canada,  such  small  br» 
or  iron  field -pieces  as  he  can  spare ;  that  he  be  instructed  to  isme  onicntk 
no  certificates  be  given  in  future  bj  any  but  brigadiers,  qoarter-masten  b. 
their  deputies,  or  a  field-officer  on  a  march,  or  officer  commanding  at  n 
tached  post :  - 

That  letters  be  written  to  the  conventions  of  New-Jersej  and NewTr. 
and  to  the  assembly  of  Connecticut,  recommending  to  them  tointhorize: 
commander  in  chief  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  to  call  to  ^e  aaaistaace. 
that  colony,  when  necessity  shall  require  it,  such  of  the  militia  of  those  d- 
nies  as  ma^  be  necessary ;  and  to  afford  him  such  other  assistance  if  tiiefit^ 
tion  of  affairs  may  require ;  and,  that  it  be  further  recommended  to  tkcoires- 
tion  of  New-York,  to  empower  the  said  commander  in  chief  to  imfnsi  car 
riages  and  water-craft,  wnen  necessary  for  the  public  service,  aodlbtlT^ 
more  ships  and  other  vessels  in  Hudson's  and  the  East  rivers,  fort)»{»if» 
of  securing  them  from  the  enemy: 

That  the  compamies  of  riflemen  from  Virginia  and  Maryland  be  regiaosi 
and  that  the  regiment  be  completed  to  the  original  numliNer  of  the  ?(m^ 
nia  battalion : 

That  the  Pennsylvania  battalion  of  riflemen  be  completed  to  thdro^ 
establishment: 

That  two  companies  of  the  forces  now  in  the  Delaware  government  Iks 
dered  to  Cape-May: 

That  the  committee,  appointed  to  contract  for  cannon,  be  directed  tt^ 
cure  a  number  of  brass  or  iron  field-pieces,  to  be'jaade  or  purchased  u&aet' 
atcly: 

:    lliat  the  committee,  appointed  to  provide  medicined,  be  directed  tosea^^ 
proper  assortment  of  meaicines  to  Canada: 

That  Mr.  James  Mease  be  directed  to  purchase  and  forward  to  the  qii>i^ 
master  general  in  New- York,  as  much  cloth  for  tents  as  he  can  procure: 

That  the  committee  appointed  to  provide  stockings  and  shoes  for  the  fa^ 
in  Canada,  be  directed  to  purchase  such  other  articles  as  may  bevantwH 
the  use  of  the  soldiers  in  Canada,  and  send  the  same  to  Albany,  Haitkl^. 
be  forwarded  to  the  army  in  Canada,  and  that  they  be  particularly  atteaW^ 
provide,  in  time,  a  sufficient  number  of  leathern  breeches  and  underwai^"*^ 
and  such  other  winter  clothing  as  may  be  necessary  for  them:  . 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  forward,  with  all  expedifioi »«» 
quarter-master  in  Canada,  such  shoes  as  are  already*provided : 


That  prisoners,  taken  by  continental  forces,  be  not  exchanged  bj  i^! 
thority  but  the  Continental  Confess :  .  a^ 

That  all  vessels  which  sailed  from  the  port  or  harbour  of  Boston,  wd»* 
town  of  Boston  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  having  on  boud  efo^ 
longing  to  tlie  enemies  ot  America,  and  which  have  been  or  may  be  8caw» 
liable,  together  with  the  said  effects,  to  confiscation,  in  the  same  mauuer 
proportions  as  have  been  heretofore  resolved  by  Congress :  .  , 

That  the  pontinental  agents  in  the  respective  colonies,  where  no  ^^  , 
been  established  for  the  trials  of  captures,  havr^ower,  and  *>«  *^''*^^/ ^^vg 
pose,  at  public  sale,  of  such  articles  of  a  perishable  nature,  as  s^*^^  °^|  i„ 
from  the  enemies  of  America,  ^nd  that  the  money  arising  from  such  sai^- 
liable  to  the  decree  If  such  court  whenever  established :  ^ 

That  the  inventory  of  the  ordnance  stores,  taken  by  captain  Manlji  »^  ^ 
to  general  Washingtoti,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  appoint  a  V^^^.^^ 
part  of  the  colonies,  to  join  one  on  the  part  of  captain  Manly  and  nis^ . 
who,  having  first  taken  an  oath  for  (hat  purpose,  shall  proceed  to  ™"^' 
same,  and  if  they  cannot  agree  in  the  value,  they  shall  cwl  in**^  p^^; 
to  determine  the  same ;  that  the  report  of  such  persons  be  iftarnejl  *"  ^^f^^j^ 
so  soon  as  may  be,  and  the  value  of  the  stores  belonging  to  captaifl  "''^ 
his  crew,  be  thereupon  transmitted  to  them. 


JOURNALS  OV  CONGItSSS,  1776.  579 

Besolvedt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,' 
New-Jersey,  and  New-York,  to  devise  the  mode  of  raising  the  battalion  of 
Germans  voted  the  25th  of  May  last. 

Resolvedf  That  die  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred,  the  cartel  between  brieadier-general 
Arnold  and  captain  Foster,  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  me  several  pa* 
pers  relating  thereto,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read :  ^ 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  colonel  Turbutt  Francis  reported,  that  thej 
liad  met  on  the  business  referred  to  them ;  that  the  Indians  refused  to  be  ex- 
amined, or  to  give  evidence  on  the  matter,  which  prevented  their  proceeding, 
wherefore  they  desired  to  be  discharged : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  discharged. 

The  committee  on  spies  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay -master 
general,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  letters,  with  tne  weekly  returns  enclosed,  be  de^ 
livered  to  the  superintendents  of  the  treasury,  to  be  filed  in  the  auditor-gene- 
ral's office. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
'  AfQoumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  , 

TUESDAY,  June  18,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Washington  of  the  16th,  enclosing  one  from  general  War^ 
of  the  9th,  and  one  from  Wm.  Palfrey  of  the  I6th. 

Tiiree  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  11th  and  12th: 

Two  from  brigadier-general  Sullivan  of  the  5th  and  6th ;  and 

Two  from  brigadier-general  Arnold  of  the  5th  and  6th : 

Resolved,  That  these  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance* 

A  letter  from  W.  Palfrey,  with  a  weekly  return,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  be  delivered  to  the  superintendents  of  the  treasury. 
'  A  letter  from  J.  Trumbull,  commissary-general,  of  the  irth,  inrormtna^  that 
he  has  found  it  necessary  to  order  a  quantity  of  flour  to  be  purchased  inPhila- 
delphia,  and  that  to  |>ay  for  the  same,  he  has  drawn  on  the  president  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Matthew  Erwin,  for  60,000  dollars,  and,  as  he  shall  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  giving  orders  for  purchasing  |M)rk  and  flour  in  Philadelphia,  desiring 
to  know  whether  he  may,  from  time  to  time,  continue  to  draw  on  the  president 
for  the  payment  of  those  articles. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  pay  such  bills  as  are  or  may  be  drawn  by  Joseph 
Trumbull,  esq.  for  the  purposes  abovementioned,  and  that  the  Mime,  as  paid« 
be  charged  to  his  account. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  requesting  the 
opinion  of  Congress,  whether  persons  taken  on  board  merchants'  ships  and 
nver-craft,  ou^t  to  be  exchanged  for  seamen  taken  from  the  enemy's  ships 
of  war? 
*  Resolved^  That  the  president  inform  the  committee  of  safety  that  the  Con- 
gress judge  it  improper  that  such  exchange  be  made. 

Resolved,  That  Gunning  Bedford,  esq.  deputy  muster-master  general,  be 
promoted  to  tlie  rank  of  muster-master  gener^,  and  that  he  be  directed  im- 
mediately to  repair  to  head-quarters  at  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  empowered  and  directed^  to  nominate 
and  send  a  deputy  muster-master  generaj  to  Canada.   ■ 

Resolved^  That  two  memt»ers  be  added  to  the  committee  for  superintending 
the  treasury :  , 
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'he  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr.  M^KLean. 

A  memoriat  from  Dr.  Jbhn  Morgan,  director-eenetal  and  chief  phjsidiil 
of  the  hosmtal,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

ll&oU'iay  That  it  be  referred  to  die  committee  appointed  ta  ptoTide  medi- 
cines. 

l*he  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  the  resolutions  of  the  conTention  of 
South -Carolina,  respecting  the  battalions  raised  in  that  colonj,  were  recom- 
mitted, brought  in  tneir  report,  which  was  taken  into  considerHtion :  Where- 
upon, the  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  Congress,  on  the  4th  day  of  November  last,  resolved,  that  for 
the  defence  of  So^th-Carolina,  there  be  kept  up  in  4)at  culonj,  at  ^e  conti- 
nfental  eitpense,  three  battalions  of  foot;  each  battalion  to  consist  of  the  same 
number  of  men  and  officers,  to  be  upon  the  same  pav>  &nd  under  £he  same  re- 
gulations as  the  continental  armj ;  and,  on  the  25tn  day  of  March  last,  re- 
solved, that  the  convention,  or  council  of  safety  of  South^CaroIina,  be  permh- 
ted  to  raise  and  embody  two  other  battalions,  and  that  they  be  on  die  pay,  and 
at  the  expense  of  the  continent,  as  ^Oon  as  they  shall  be  armed  fit  for  senriee, 
and  accordingly  mustered ;  knd  whereas  the  convention  of  South -Carolina,  (m 
the  S2d  dav  or  February  last,  ordered  that  their  council  of  safety  return  tb^ 
thanks  of  fliat  colony  to  the  Confess  for  their  attention  to  hs  security ;  that 
they  state  the  peculiar  circumstances  and  the  heavy  expenses  which  have  been 
and  will  be  incurred  by  that  colony  in  the  measures  necessary  for  its  defence, 
and  that  they  request  the  Congress  to  allow  that  colony  so  much  money  as  the 
expenses  of  three  battalions^  upon  the  continental  establishment,  would  amoant 
to  for  one  year,  and  to  give  continental  rank  to  the  officers  of  the  three  refit- 
ments raised  in  June,  and  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  raised  in  Noviember, 
fh>m  the  dates  of  their  respective  commissions,  or  at  least  from  the  fourth  day 
of  November,  when  they  resolved  to  allow  that  colony  three  battalions ;  and 
whereas,  the  delegates  from  that  colony  in  Congress,  have  represented  the  pe- 
culiar circumstances  and  heavy  expenses  of  that  colony ;  and  that  the  troops 
raised  in  it  were  inlisted  for  three  years,  upon  a  different  establishment  of  paj) 
and  under  different  articles  of  war,  so  as  to  render  it  inconvenient  to  place 
them,  in  all  respects,  upon  the  continental  establishment ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  battalion  of  artillery,  and  the  two  battalions  of  foot, 
raised  in  South-Carolina,  and  kept  up  in  that  colony  for  the  defence  of  the  same, 
be  considered  as  continental  forces,  and  allowed  the  same  pay,  rations  and 
disbursements  as  other  forces  on  the  continental  establishment : 

That  the  two  battalions,  under  the  command  of  colonels  Gadsden  and . 
Moultrie,  be  allowed  all  the  advantages  of  the  continental  establishment,  from 
the  4th  of  November  last,  and  the  regiment  of  artillery,  from  the  time  when 
thesame  was  ordered  to  be  raised  by  the  convention  of  Soudi-Carolina: 

That  the  two  battalions  of  riflemen,  raised  in  and  for  Uie  defence  of  the  said 
colony,  be  considered  as  continental  troops  from  the  £5th  day  of  March  last, 
and  be  entitled  to  all  the  advantages  of  i\\e  same : 

Hiat  all  the  above  mentioned  troops  be  liable  to  the  articles  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  forces  in  the  said  colony :  , 

That  the  said  forces  be  continued  on  the  continental  establishment  until  the 
,    expiration  of  their   inlistment,  unless  they  shall  be  sooner  disbanded  by 
Congress  i  ^ 

That  not  more  tiian  oM-thh-d  of  die  eflective  men  of  the  abovementioned 
forces  be  ordered  out  of  the  sad  colony,  without  the  express  order  of  Congress  . 
or  the  consent  of  the  president  of  ^t  colony. 

Meeolved,  ITiat  ^r.  Hey  ward,  and  Mr.  Hall  be  added  to  the  committee  for 
pfiaviding  medicines.* 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rodgers,  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  com 
miltee. 
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JResolvedj  That  a  commissiimer  be  appointed  ta  settle  in  Canada  the  debbi 
due  on  certificates,  given  bj  officers  to  the  Canadians  for  carriages  and  other 
services ;  and  to  settle  the  accounts  for  such  goods,  as  may  haTe  been  seized, 
throsgh  necessity,  for  the  use  of  the  army ;  that  it  be  given  as  instruction  to  him, 
to  attend  particularly  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Bernard ;  and  that,  in  settKug  the* 
certified  debts,  he  state  carefully  the  names  of  all  those  who  have  given  cer- 
tificates, the  nature  of  the  service,  and  the  time  when  nerformed,  and  returk 
the  whole,  when  settled  and  stated,  to  the  committee  oi  the  treasury,  to  be  by 
them  examined  and  discharged : 

That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  the  said  commissioner. 

Me9olvedy  That  no  man  in  these  coloniesi  charged  with  being  a  tory,  or 
unfriendly  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty,  be  injured  in  his  person  or  pro- 
perty, or  m  any  manner  whatever  disturbed,  unless  the  proceeding  against  nirai 
be  founded  on  an  order  of  this  Congress,  or  the  assembly,  convention,  council 
of  committee  of  safety  of  the  colony,  or  committee  of  inspection  and  observa- 
tion, of  the  district  where  he  resides;  provided,  that  this  resolution  shall  not 
prevent  the  apofehending  any  person  found  in  the  commission  of  some  act 
destructive  of  American  liberty,  or  justly  suspected  of  a  design  to  commit 
such  act,  and  intending  to  escape,  and  bringing  such  person  before  proper  au- 
thority for  examination  and  trial. 

Information  being  given,  that  some  of  the  officers,  who  were  prisonerr  at 
Lebanon,  in  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  have,  in  violation  of  the  parole  by 
diem  given  and  subscribed,  made  their  escape. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  to  consider 
what  steps  are  necessary  to  be  taken  on  the  occasion. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjodmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY  Jun$y  19,  1776. 

A  letter  from  the  convehtion  of  New-Jersey  of  the  18th,  enclosing  an  ordi- 
nance for  raising  SSOO  militia  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  together  with  their 
proceeding  in  apprehending  William  Franklin,  esq.  late  governor  of  that  colo- 
ny,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  Thai  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  to  pro- 
ceed on  the  examination  of  Mr.  Franklin,  and  if,  upon  such  examination,  they 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  he  should  be  confined,  to  report  such  opinion  to  Uiis 
Congress,  ana  then  the  Confess  will  direct  the  place  of  his  connnement,  they 
concurring  in  sentiment  with  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  that  it  would  be 
improper  to  confine  him  in  that  colony. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  whom  sundry  letters  and  papers  were 
referred,  particularly  o^e  from  general  Washington  of  the  16th,  brmight  in  their 
report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  coinmissions  granted  by  brigadier-general  Sullivan,  to 
sundry  officers  in  Canada,  mentioned  in  general  Washington's  lettei^,  be  ap- 
proved and  confirmed,  provided,  general  Gates  and  the  general  officers  in  Cana- 
da, on  consultation,  shall  think  the  measure  will  conduce  to  the  public  service. 

That  300,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  pay -master  general  at  New- York,  for 
the  nse  of  the  army. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  John  Jervis,  for  horse-hire,  ferriages,  &c.  the  sum  of  33  10-90  dollars : 

To  John  Bruce,  the  sum  of  13  36-90  dollars,  being  the  balance  of  his  bill  for 
cartouch  boxes : 

To  Joseph  Femaur,  the  sum  of  17  3-90  dollars,  the  balance  of  his  bill  for 
tin  cartouch  boxes : 

To  Sacheveral  Wood,  the  sum  of  187  26-90  dollars,  for  victualling  prisoners 
confined  in  gaol  by  order  of  Congre$>s : 
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To  George  Reinheart,  for  the  carriage  of  powder,  arms,  and  buUets,  tbesa 
of  20  48*90  dollars : 

To  Thomas  Harrej,  for  cash  paid  bj  him  for  guards  of  powd«'-wa«n 
and  also  his  bills  for  ferriages,  the  hire  of  wagons,  &c.  the  sum  of  9:^irf 
dollars,  and  that  the  same  ou^t  to  be  paid  to  &muel  Hill^as,  esq. 

To  Mary  Thomas,  for  nursing  and  boarding  two  of  captain  Beaezet's^ 
in  the  small-pox,  the  sum  of  12  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  muster-roll  of  the  ninth  Virginia  (mttalion,  commanded  by  colond  f\» 
ming,  taken  the  Slst  of  May  last,  was  laid  before  Congress :  VilieRepn, 

Resolved,  That  the  sud  battalion,  be  taken  into  continental  paj  fiwtk 
sud  31st  day  of  May. 

Resolved,  That  one  ton  of  gun-powder  be  i^ent  to  the  colonel  or  cnaai- 
ineofficer  of  the  said  battalion  : 

That  the  committee  for  preparing  medicine-chests,  be  directed  to  send  ev 
to  the  surgeon  of  the  said  battalion. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  directed  to  carry  into  twm 
the  resolution  of  the  f  7th,  for  sending  carpenters  to  general  Schuyler. 

A  memorial  from  the  mates  of  ihe  hospital  was  laid  before  Congress  tiuiRii 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  providing  medicioei 

Whereas  it  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service,  tto^ 
soldiers  of  the  United  Colonies  be  well  provided  with  blankets  andclodgi^: 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  ttie  assembles  and  convoitioDsyt? 
United  Colonies,  forthwith  to  cause  a  6uit  of  clothes,  of  which  the  wik« 
and  breeches  may  be  made  of  deer  leather,  if  to  be  had  on  reasonable  iat^- 
blanket,  felt  hat,  *two  shirts,  two  pair  of  hose,  and  two  pair  of  shoes,  to  be  bis 
factured,  or  otherwise  procured  at  reasonable  rates,  in  their  respective  cob&^ 
for  each  soldier  of  the  American  army,  inlisted  therein  for  tne  present  en 
paien,  and  that  the  same  be  baled,  invoiced,  and  stored  in  soitaUe  plus.- 
oedelivered  to  the  order  of  Congress,  or  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  ior 
rican  army  i 

That  sufficient  sums  of  money  be  granted  to  the  assemblies  and  conTectb 
aforesaid,  on  applying  for  the  same,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  thedcsaie 
arising  from  the  purchase  of  the  articles  aforesaid : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  army  be  empowered  t»<^ 
on  the  assemblies  and  conventions,  for  such  articles  of  clothmg  sfonffi^ 
he  shall,  from  time  to  time  judge  necessary,  and  that  the  cost  thereof  be  de- 
ducted from  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  who  shall  receive  the  same,  by  the  ff 
officer  for  examining  and  discharging  tlie  accounts  and  pay-rolls  of  tie  ^ 
spective  re^ments. 

The  manne  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  Adams,  su^ 
was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  considentsc 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  William  Adams  be  accepted. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  June  20, 1776. 

A  letter  of  the  irth  from  ^eral  Washington,  and  a  letter  from  tke  coot^ 
tion  of  New-Jersey,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read.  , 

Resolvedj  That  in  order  to  give  time  to  tne  several  committees,  to  p«p^^ 
the  house  the  matters  referr^  to  them,  it  be  a  standing  rule  of  Coi^^resN^ 
adjournments  from  the  Friday  evening,  be  always  to  Monday  momug' Ba)<^ 
on  any  particular  occasion,  the  Congress  shall  order  otherwise.  . 

A  petition  from  Cai*penter  Wharton  was  presented  to  Congress  and  «*" 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 
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The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the'  committee  on  the 
cartel  between  br^adier-general  Arnold  and  captain  Foster,  for  exchange  of 
prisoners ;  and,  after  debate,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  piostponed 
till  to-morrow. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draw  up  rules  and  re- 
gulations for  ti|p  conduct  of  the  house  during  debates : 

The  members  chosen»  Mr.  Rutledse,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Paine. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  captain  William  Richards,  for  the  detention  of  his  shallop  twenty  days 
on  the  public  setrice,  the  sum  of  40  dollars : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  wagon-master,  for  wagonage,  the  sum  of  207  30-90  dollars : 

To  David  Williamson,  for  wagon-hire,  carrying  captain  James  Grier's  bag* 
eaee  from  Fredericksburg  to  New-York,  and  returning  home,  the  sum  of  147 
dollars : 

To  Abraham  Mills,  for  nursing  and  boarding  six  soldiers  in  the  small-pox, 
the  sum  of  33  86-90  dollars : 

To  Samuel  Cooper,  fot  ferriage  and  storage,  the  sum  of  26  12-90  dollars : 

To  Leonard  Stonebumer,  for  one  team  hauling  the  baggage  of  captain  Wil- 
liams's company  18  miles  beyond  Goshen,  and  two  teams  hauling  tne  baggage 
of  captain  Jones's  xompany  to  Albany,  the  sum  of  414  54-90  doflars : 

On  two  certificates  produced  by  n.  Wisner,  esq.  the  sum  of  11  4$«90  dol- 
lars, expenses  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  battalion,  at  Goshen,  and  that  the 
same  ou^t  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wisner,  esq.  and  charged  to  J.  Shallus, 
quarter-master  of  the  said  batt^ion : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consider  what  provision 
eoAt  to  be  made  for  such  as  are  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  land  or  sea  service, 
aod  report  a  plan  for  that  purpose : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  F.  Lee,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Ellery,and  Mr. 
Lewis. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o\:lock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  June  21,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  permit  brigadier-general 
Wooster  to  return  to  his  family  in  Connecticut. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Pelaware  battalion,  be  direct- 
ed to  send  a  proper  guard,  with  the  powder  ordered  to  colonel  Flemming's  re- 
Ipiment,  on  the  Eastern-Shore  of  Virginia. 

Resdlved^  That  an  order  for  300,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in 
favor  of  the  delegates  of  South -Carolina,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  battalions 
in  that  colony ;  the  said  delegates  to  be  accountable : 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Rowland  Swan,  a  captain  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  7th  regiment  of  foot, 
the  sum  of  36  dollars,  for  eighteen  weeks'  allowance,  and  12  dollara  for  bringing 
his  baggage  from  New- York  to  Philadelphia,  together  with  the  baggage  of  capt. 
Dundee,  and  three^rivates  of  the  said  regiment: 

To  Joseph  Haightp  for  supplying  the  prisoners  at  Burlington  with  provisions 
to  the  4th  of  June  instant,  tne  sum  of  238  dollars  : 

To  Andrew  M'Nair,  the  sum  of  1£0  £3-90  dollars  for  provisions,  &c.  for  the 
twenty-four  Indians,  while  at  the  state-house,  which  was  twenty  days : 

To  Afichael  Clark,  for  liquor  for  the  above  Indians,  the  sum  of  £7  66-90  dol- 
lars : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  the  £lst,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  was  laid  before 
Congress  and  read,  together  with  sundry  letters  from  the  prisoners  in  Bur- 
lington. 
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Eesohved,  That  tiie  pay  of  the  commissiooer  te  be  Bent  into  Canada  be  four 
dollars  a  day. 

Tlie  board  of  war  and  ondnanoe*  to  wkom  wa3  referred  tbe  cade  of  tbe  oft* 
cets  who  served  last  winter  id  Canada,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  takeo  la- 
ta caosideratien :  Wbereapen, 

Besolved,  That  the  coDTentioa  of  New- Yoric  be  reqaasted  1%  set  on  foot  tk 
raising  another  regiment  oe  continental  estabiiahmenty  to  aerve  fisr  tluree  jesrs, 
or  dunng  the  war,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congresa ;  and  thatin  fenmng 
the  said  ragiiaeiit,  tkej  comaisastan  such  officers  as  senred  ia  ttaue  laatcaaipaign 
in  Canada,  and  have  not  been  vet  provided  for : 

That  the  said  officers  be  iniSormed  that  the  commissions  jba  be  graated  them, 
are  oa  condition  that  they  raise  their  companies  to  their  full  com|deiaeai;  or 
Beariy  thereto,  and  that  their  commissions  be  withheld  antii  the  aaid  coodiitioo 
be  complied  with : 

l^t  it  be  recoaimended  to  the  aaid  aMiTentioa  to  make  anitaMe  prof  isianfor 
major  Dubois,  with  whose  good  conduct  Congress  are  well  satisfied,  aid  tkii 
the^  retnrn  his  name,  with  the  names  of  the  other  field  officers,  for  tke  appro- 
bation of  Coagpess. 

That  a  commissioa  of  iieatenant-cdonel  be  gtven  to  major  Jdui  Fischer,  k 
colonel  John  Nicholson's  regiment,  ia  the  Newpiork  forces. 
.    The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  die  ooo- 
mittee  of  the  whole :  'Whereupon,    . 

JRi8Uv9dy  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  order  an  anquiiy  to  b« 
made  into  the  conduct  of  the  officers  heretofore  emfdoyed  in  tbe  Canada  dapsrtf 
ment ;  that  Che  said  enquiry  be  made  at  such  times  and  plaoea  as,  in  his  jtdg- 
ment,  shall  be  most  likely  to  do  jaatace,  m  wdl  to  the  public  aa  to  the  indiviisals ; 
aod  that  the  result  of  the  said  enquiry,  together  with  the  testimanies  apontht 
subject,  be  transmitted  to  Congress :  that,  moreover,  all  officers acoased  of  oovr 
ar^uce,  phmdering,  embezxlemeat  of  paUicaaoneys,  ajMl  otiiermisdeBieanofS 
be  immediately  brought  to  trial :  And  whereas.  Congress  is  informed  tkat  tt 
opinion  has  prevailed  that  officers  resigning  their  commisaioiis  are  not  9ib|^ 
to  trial  by  a  court-martial  for  offences  oomautted  previous  to  sach  i^ttfiuuDfl, 
whereby  some  have  evaded  the  punishment9  to  which  they  were  liable,  ii  ^ 
hereby  declared  thatsuch  opinion  is  not  just* 

The  s^eral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postpafted. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  June  24,  1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  SOlh  and  21st,  from  gcn^eral  Washington,  with  sundfJP**  j 
pets  enclosed,  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read :  W  hereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  general,  desiring  hiro  to  put  a  ^ 
to  the  raising  the  companies  of  Mohickan  aod  Stockbridge  Indians,  mentioBe^ 
in  one  of  the  enclosed  papers;  and  that  a  like  letter  be  written  toguvtm^ 

Trumbull.  .   K.foif 

A  letter  of  the  Slst,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  w«s  laid  ^rr^ 
Coi^ress  and  read,  together  with  sundry  papers  enclosed  mereiB,  cootaioiH 
the  questions  proposedto  WiUiam  Franklin,  esq.  an  account  of  his  behaj^^*^ 
the  oceasion,  and  the  resolution  of  the  coaveniion,  *'  deckuing  him  a  ^^ 
enemy  to  this  country,  and  a  person  that  may  prove  dangerous,  and  ^: 
aaid  William  Frankhn  be  confined  in  such  place  and  manner  as  the  CootuKB' 
tal  Con&;ress  shall  direct ;"  Whereupon,  '  «, 

-Resofoed,  That  William  Franklin  be  sent  upder  guard  to  governor  lr«^  ' 
bull,  who  is  desired  to  admit  him  to  his  parole;  but,  if  Mr.  ^'^"^''^  ,  "Ifrtje 
give  his  parole,  that  governor  Trumbull  be  desired  to  treat  him  agrecaWc  w 
resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  prisoners.  ^  ^l.^ 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Mease  be  directeed  to  advance  to  captain  M»«»^ 
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Smithy  of  the  rifle-tiattalion,  one  thoasand  and  forty  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of 
recruiting  his  company ;  the  said  captain  Smith  to  be  accountable* 

Revived,  That  Mr.  Mease,  and  toe  committee  of  claims,  be  directed  to  for- 
ward to  the  paj-master  general,  an  account  of  the  monies  advanced  and  or- 
dered to  be  chaiged  to  the  rifle^battalion,  or  the  respective  rifle  companies,  in 
order  that  the  same  maj  be  deducted,  and  stopped  from  their  paj. 

The  Conjs;res8  being  informed  that  a  quantity  of  tents,  whicn  were  sent  from 
Philadelphia  for  the  use  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  have  been  stop- 
ped at  New -York,  by  the  order  of  the  quarter-master  general : 

Resolved^  That  the  president  write  to  the  general  on  this  subject,  and  desire 
him  to  order  the  said  tents  to  be  delivered  up,  and  forwarded  to  the  colony 
of  Massachusetts-Bay  immediately. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  a  member  from  each  colony,  be 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  miscarriages  in  Canada : 

That  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Shermai, 
Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  and  Mr.  Hall. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

.  To  Ounning  Bedford,  the  sum  of  £02  dollars,  of  \^ich  sum  103  ddlcrs  and 
S0-90th8,  for  pay  and  subsistence  for  two  months,  the  remainder  for  a  horse 
for  the  continental  service : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved^  That  the  report  on  the  cartel  for  exchange  of  prisoners,  entered 
into  between  brigadier-general  Arnold  and  captain  Foster,  be  recommitted. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  spies; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  all  persons  abidiiig  within  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  and 
deriving  protection  from  the  laws  ofthe  same,  owe  allegiance  to  the  said  laws, 
and  are  members  of  such  colony ;  and  that  ail  persons  passing  through,  visit- 
ing, or  make  a  temporary  stay  in  any  of  the  saia  colonies,  being  entitled  to  tiie 
protection  of  the  laws  during  the  time  of  such  passage,  visitation  or  temporary 
stay,  owe,  during  the  same,  allegiance  thereto: 

That  all  persons,  members  of,  or  owing  allegiance  to  any  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, as  before  described,  who  shall  levy  war  against  any  of  tl;ie  said  colonies 
within  the  same,  or  be  adherent  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  or  other  enemies  of 
the  said  colonies,  or  any  of  them,  within  the  same,  giving  to  him  or  tbem  aid 
and  comfort,  are  guilty  of  treason  against  such  colony : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  United  Colonies, 
to  pass  laws  for  punishing,  in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit,  such  per- 
sons before  described,  as  shall  be  proveably  attainted  of  open  deed,  by  people 
of  their  condition,  of  any  of  the  treasons  before  described. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  leg^latores  of  the  United 
Colonies,  to  pass  laws  for  punishing,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  fit,  per- 
sons who  shall  counterfeit,  or  aid  or  abet  in  counterfeitms;,  the  contiiiental 
bills  of  credit,  or  who  shall  pass  amy  such  bill  in  payment^  uowiiig  the  same 
to  be  counterfeit. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  ofthe  said  report  be  recommitted. 

A  petition  from  Antoine  Felix  Wiebert  was  presented  to  Congress,  and 
read: 

Resolved,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying  it^  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance.  /^^^ 

Hie  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  whom  was  refiBrred  a  petition  from  Car- 
penter Wharton,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  me  table :  and  that  the  president  write  to  general  Wash- 
Voi.  I.  49 
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ington^  and  request  him  to  inform  Congreta  oL  the  cost  of  a  ration  as  fonushed 
bj  the  commissary -general. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  toeing  postponed^ 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  June  25.  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  from  general  Washington*  with  sundry  letters  from  m>- 
jor-general  Schuyler,  brieadier-general  Suluvan,  brigadier-general  Arnold,  ani 
others,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read: 

iSeso/ved,  That  the  same  m  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  ;wb« 
are  directed  to  sit  immediately,  and  report  thereon  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Stephen  Rowe  Bradley  was  presented  to  Cougresi 
and  read,  together  with  sundry  accounts : 

Resolved^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  treasury. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  captain  Samuel  Nichols,  tobe 
prouioted  to  be  major  of  marines ;  Andrew  Porter^  Joseph  Hardy,  Samuel  Sbaw^ 
Benjamin  Deane,  and  Robert  ^uUin,  to  be  captains  of  marines ;  Daniel  Hes* 
derson,  David  Love,  Franklin  Reed,  and  Peregrine  Browii,  to  be  first-lieate- 
nants  of  marines ;  James  M^Clure,  \Villiam  Gifmore,  Abel  Morgan,  and  Hugh 
Montgomery,  to  be  second-lieutenants  of  marines ;  John  Stewart  to  be  cap- 
tain;  xhomas  Pownal,  first-lieutenant,  and  Richard  Harrison,  second-lieo- 
tenant,  of  marines,  for  the  frigate  building  in  Maryland : 

John  Langdon,  esq.  to  be  agent  of  prizes  for  the  colony  of  New-Hampebire: 

Besohed,  That  they  be  approved,  and  that  commissions  be  granted  to  tkea 
accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  John  Mixweli 
Nesbit  &  Co.  125  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  the  privateer  they  are  fitting  ^^ 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  making  muskets,  be 
directed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  granting  a  bounty,  or  other  mean%  fr 
-  encouraging  the  making  of  muskets. 

Af^ourned  to  four  oVlock. 

EODEM  DIE,  P.  M. 

A  declaration  of  the  deputies  of  Pennsylvania,  met  in  provincial  cmtt- 
ence,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  reaa ;  expressing  their  wiilingnessj^ 
concur  in  a  vote  of  Congress,  declaring  die  United  Colonies  Free  and  Indepeoo- 
ent  States.  ,  .  ^  a- 

The  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  whom  the  several  letters  received  tbu 
morning  ivere  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consider' 
tion;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  number  of  men  destined  for  the  northern  departmeiUf 
be  augmented  to  four  thousand :  •   «Hh 

That  a  colonel's  commission  be  immediately  issued  to  major  Dnboi4>  ^ 
instructions  forthwith  to  raise  a  regiment  to  serve  for  three  years,  ^^j^^ 
tte  war,  and  that  the  corps  of  officers  be  composed  of  such  as  have  served  w^ 
credit  in  Canada;  no  officer  to  receive  his  commission  until  his  compaof 
raised  and  armed ;  the  arms  of  the  people  inlisting  themselves,  to  ^  Tf^ 
by  the  committees  of  the  counties,  where  the  companies  are  raised,  and  J*** 
for  by  the  continent,  on  their  being  mustered :  .     ^ 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  colony  of  New-Haropwirei 
send  immediately  one  regiment  of  their  militia  to  Massachusetts-Bay* 
^r^ments  of  their  militia  to  Connecticut,  one  regiment  of  their  milita  to  n 
llb^t  the  troops  destined  for  the  northern  department :  ^^ 

*  ^That  letters  be  sent  to  the  ^neral  assemmies  of  the  colonies,  f*^"*,^^^. 
the  several  regiments  of  militia  are  and  have  been  requested,  ^^^^^^I^ 
sing  them  to  be  expeditious  in  raising  and  equippitig  their  troops,  and  reqa^*^^ 
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the  several  assemblies  to  take  upon  themselyes  the  care  of  providing  the  said 
troops  with  clothes,  tents»  and  all  necessarr  camp-equipage^  and  assuring  them 
that  the  United  Colonies  will  be  answerable  for  the  expense  of  the  same : 

That  a  regfmental  pay-master,  who  is  not  to  be  an  officer  of  the  army,  be 
appointed  by  the  said  colonies  to  each  of  the  said  battalions,  who  shall  keep 
ail  the  accounts  of  his  respective  battalion,  and  to  whom  particular  returns 
shall  be  made  of  the  expense  of  clothing  the  said  battalion,  in  order  that  the 
same  may  be  deductedTout  of  the  ^ay  of  the  soldiers,  for  whom  the  article^ 
shall  have  been  provided. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to*morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  26,  1776. 

A  letter  of"  the  2lst  from  general  Washington,  and,  one  of  tiie  26tli,  from 
liriflulier-ffeneral  Wooster,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Orderea,  That  the  letter  from  brigadier-general  Wooster  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  tiie  causes  of  the  miscarriages  in 
Canada; 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration; 
Whereupon, 

Besohed,  That  Mens.  Antoine  Felix  Weibert,  who  applies  to  be  employed 
as  an  engineer  in  the  continental  army,  be  recommended  to  general  Washing* 
ton  aa^  person  who  dppeard  to  be  qualified  to  act  in  that  capaci^ ;  but,  as  he 
ask^  no  more  at  present  than  to  be  placed  in  a  situation,  in  which  he  may  be 
enabled  to  evidence  his  abilities,  that  the  general  be  desired  to  employ  him  in 
aach  way,  as  he  shall  judge-  will  best  conduce  to  the  good  of  the  service,  and 
answer  Mens.  Weibert's  request.  • 

B^oliotd^  That  the  following  jpntiemen  be  appointed  officers  of  the  battalion 
to  be  nosed  under  colonel  Lewis  Dubois ;  their  commissions  to  be  given  them 
as  soon  as  their  complement  of  men  shall  be  raised  : 

Jacobus  S.  Bruyo,  lieutenant-colonel ;  William  Gofortii,  major ;  David  Du< 
boiSyElias  Van  Banscholen,  Thomas  de  Witt,  Issac  Wool,  PhihpD.  B.  Bevier, 
Richard  Piatt,  Albert  Pawling  and  Cornelius  T.  Jansin,  captains;  James 
Gr^g,  Aaron  Austin,  Jonathan  Piercy»  Evans  Wherry,  Garret  Van  Wagenan, 
Henry  Yandenburg,  Nathaniel  Conklin,  and  Henry  Dodge,  first  lieutenants; 
Daniel  Glans,  second-lieutenant  in  the  first  company;  JohnCoates,  surgeon;^ 
and  Henry  Dubois,  adjiitant. 

Resolved^  That  the  president  write  to  the  convention  of  New-York,  and 
explain  to  them,  the  reasons  that  induced  the  Congress  to  enter  into  the  fore- 
going resolution;  and  to  request  the  convention  to  appoint  the  other  officers 
of  the  battalion,  and  to  use  their  best  endeavours  in  equipping  and  fon^rarding 
the  said  batt^on  as  soon  as  possible. 

Reaoh)^  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  purchase  the  armed 
brig  Catharine,  with  her  guns,  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  as  die  now  lies  in 
Connecticut. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Dr.  Bond,  the  sum  of  9  30-90  dollars  for  medicines  and  attendance  for 
three  Indians: 

To  Beiijamin  Armitage,  for  boarding  and  lodging  Thomas  Folmer,  the  In- 
dian interpreter,  twenty  days,  the  sum  of  12  25-%  dollars. 

To  Richard  Cheny,  the  sum  of  4  82-90  dollars  for  victualling  general  Lee's 
guard,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Morton,  esq. 

To  Anthony  Welte,  for  provisions  supplied  captain  Nelson's  company,  the 
sun,  of  18  18-90  doUairs. 

To  Aaron  Phips,  the  sum  of  7  44-90  dollars  for  sundry  expenses  of  general 
Lee's  guard : 
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To  John  Osborne,  the  sam  of  8  dollars ;  namely  6  dollars  for  boardii^uc 
lodging  a  sick  soldier,  and  two  dollars  for  a  coflin  tor  one  of  captain  Yafiza^') 


To  6eoi|;e  Howes,  for  wagon-hire,  &c*  carrying  mwiey  toCsmbridpitii; 
time  Mr.  Franks  went,  the  sum  of  70  40-90  doJlars, 

To  Messrs*  Hanson,  Donaldson,  and  Franks,  for  carrTing  isooej  to  t 
camp  in  March  last,  the  sam  of  238  28-90  dollars : 

To  Isaac  Sorrel,  the  sum  of  26  85-90  dollars;  of  which  10 69-90 ddji^ 
wese  for  the  expenses  of  the  prisoners  that  were  brought  from  NorDi-Ctnib 
and  the  guard,  the  remainder  for  the  expenses  of  the  guard  that  ve&t  fitfa  a* 
powder,  &c.  to  colonel  Miles,  at  Marcus-hook. 

To  Henry  Haller,  the  sum  of  645  46-90  dollars;  of  which  sum,  a^i^ 
Nelson  is  to  be  chaiged,  for  two  rifles,  24  dollars ;  the  remainder,  Tii.ex^«« 
of  captmn  John  Nelson's  company  at  ReadiDg,  12  89*9P'ddisrs;  t^m^ 

frisoners  from  St.  John's  and  Chambly  to  8th  June,  538  47-90  dallin;  Ik 
[aller's  pay,  as  commissary,  from  80th  March  to  7th  Jttne,70daji,  at7s4' 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Itnolvei^  Thata  bounty  of  ten  dollan  be  gircn to  everjuon-conmism 
officer  and  soldier,  who  will  inlist  to  serve  for  the  term  of  three  jean. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  passed  yesterday,  be  sent  to  general  ^^^^ 
toii»  and  that  he  be  desired  to  albrd  such  assbtance  to  the  northern  erCiaa 
department,  as  ho  shall  be  enabled  to  do  consisteBtly  with  the  safetj  «(lio 
York ;  and,  from  time  to  time,  to  give  such  directions  as  he  may  tuBk  tf 
daent  for  the  public  serrioe^ 

A  parasFapii  of  a  letter  from  general  Washington  to  one  of  the  nesle^ 
being  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Aiofaed,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance, 

Jksoloed,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  wxfsjpkj  the  mariiKf 
mittee  with  one  ton  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  the  vessel  which  they  wt^ 
mominff  empowered  to  purchase. 

Mnohedt  That  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  be  empowered  and  directed  is  |^ 
such  sttibs  of  money  as  are  or  may  be  doe  to  the  several  mfpen  of  cflotn^ 
bills  of  credit,  for  weir  services,  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  Congrefi  ftr^ 
purpose. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petititm  of  Waiism  ViVf.^ 
soldier  who  was  wounded  in  the  continental  army  at  i^ebec,  brougfatatiis^ 
report,  which  was  read  t  IVhereupon, 

tmotved.  That  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  be  paid  out  of  thepaUictRf^ 
to  William  Whiting,  to  enable  Urn  to  return  to  his  family  at  Norfolk,  iB(^<^ 
toctiGut 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitioD  tfa*^ 
counts  of  Shephen  Rowe  Bradley,  brought  in  tiieir  report:  WnerespoBi 

Jl^sohiid,  That  there  be  paid  to  Stephen  Rowe  Bradely  die  aim  of  ^^f^ 
dollars,  for  the  service  of  himself  ana  his  company,  from  the  S5th4iajo|^j 
nary  to  the  25th  day  of  February,  during  which  time  they  were  ttnplo^^ 
the  service  of  the  continent. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjoiamed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jane  27. 1776. 

A  letter  of  the  17{h  from  governor  Trumbull,  was  laid  before  Coagrctf'^ 
»ad;  also,  ^  .       , 

Two  petitions ;  one  from  colonel  John  Brown,  the  other  from  Willia»  H®1 
feBolved,  That  the  petition  firom  colonel  Brown  be  referred  to  Atc^^ 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  miscarriages  in  Canada: 
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That  the  petition  from  William  Holton  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance. 

Beaolvedp  That  an  order  for  M  doUars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  faror 
maior  Bicker ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Sundry  letters  from  the  southward,  being  received  bj  express,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Lee,  dated  Little-RiTer,  June  6th,  enclosing  two  to  him, 
one  from  John  RutUdge,  esa.  the  other  from  brigadier-generaf  Armstrong ; 
both  dated  Charleston,  South-Carolina,  Jane  4th,  advising,  that  51  sail  of  the 
enemy  were  arrived  there,  and  lying  in  sight  of  the  toivn : 

One  from  bricadier-geueral  Lewis,  dated  WUliamsbuigh,  the  18th  o&4lfli 
same  month,  enclosing  one  to  him  from  general  Lee,  of  the  4th : 

Resolved^  That  the  said  letters  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance ; 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  tiie  letter  from  governor  Trum- 
tmll;  and,  STter  some  debate, 

Besohed,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed ;  and,  in  the 
mean  while,  that  eovemor  Trumbull  be  desired  to  send  to  Congress,  an  account 
of  the  cannon  leu  at  New  London  by  commodoro  Hopkins,  their  number,  size, 
bore  and  weight,  and  also  an  account  of  the  other  cannon  there. 

A  letter  from  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affidrs  in  the  southern  depart- 
jBent,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  laid  beforo  Congress,  and  read. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  whom  the  paragraph  of  a  letter  frt>m 
Ibe  general  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consi- 
deration: Whereupon, 

Rtsolvtdf  That  six  companies  of  riflemen,  in  addition  to  the  three  companies 
sow  at  New-York,  be  raised  and  the  whole  regimented ;  and  that  a  commission 
be  |;ranted  to  captain  Stevenson,  to  be  colonel  of  the  said  regiment  of  riflemen, 
which  is  to  be  inlisted  for  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress  ; 
the  men  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars;  and  that  Moses  Rawlins  be 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  Otho  Holland  Williams,  major  of  the  said  regiment: 

That  four  companies  of  riflemen,  for  the  said  rogiment,  be  raised  in  Virginia, 
and  two  in  Maryland,  the  pay  of  the  men  to  commence  from  the  time  they 
ahall  be  armed  and  mustered :  tlieir  arms  to  be  appraised  by  the  committee  of 
the  county,  and  paid  for  by  the  United  Colonies : 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  forthwith  to  send  to  Congress  a  com* 
plete  list  of  all  the  vacandes  in  tiie  army,  and  the  nam6s  of  such  officers  as  he 
can  recommend  fbr  filling  them. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  wagon-master,  the  sum  of  941 51-90  dollars,  a  balance  due 
for  three  teams  that  went  to  North-Carolina  with  powder ; 

To  Doctor  Frederick  Phyle,  for  medicines  and  attendance  on  the  5th  Penn- 

Slvania  battalion,  fi*om  the  time  of  their  embodying  to  the  Idth  of  June,  1779, 
e  sum  of  532  51-90  dollars. 

To  John  Bales,  for  camp*kettles,  ^e  sum  of  68  dollars : 

To  Elizabeth  Slaydon,  the  sum  of  24  dollars,  for  nursineand  boarding  two 
soldiers,  of  which  sum  captain  Steward  isto  be  charged  wi0i  Id  30-60  dollars, 
fbr  nursingand  boarding  the  man  he  wounded  in  the  state-house  yard  ;  the  re- 
mainder to  the  continent ;  the  said  24  dollars  to  be  paid  to  coionel  T.  Mat- 
lack  : 

To  Rachel  Hewen,  tlie  sum  of  5  30-90  dollars,  for  nursing  and  boarding  two 
soldiers  of  the  continental  army : 

That  there  be  repaid  to  Roliert  Mooro  the  sum  of  seven  dollars,  which  was 
stopped  out  of  his  pay  by  captain  M.  Smith  ;  the  same  having  been  by  him  ex- 
penoed  for  provisions,  when  he  was  left  sick  by  his  company  m  Canada : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Hesolved,  That  the  pay  of  doctor  Huston,  who  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the 
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5th  Pennsylvania  battalion,  he  stopped  till  fiuther  orders  of  Congress,  and  that 
thepay'master  be  notified  thereof 

Tile  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  devise  a  mode  of  raising  Ae  Ger- 
man battalion^  voted  on  the  S5th  of  May  last*  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  four  companies  of  Germans  be  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
four  companies  in  Maryland,  to  compose  the  said  regiment : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  imme- 
diately to  appoint  proper  officers  for,  and  direct  the  inlistment  of,  the  fonr  com- 
panies to  be  raised  in  that  colony : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention,  or,  in  their  recess,  to  the  coun- 
cil of  safety  of  Maryland,  immediately  to  appoint  proper  officers  for,  and  direct 
the  inlistment  of,  the  four  companies  to  be  raised  in  that  colony : 

That  the  said  companies  be  inlisted  to  serve  for  three  years,  unless  sooner 
discharged  by  Congress,  and  receive  bounty,  pay,  rations,  and  all  other  allow- 
ances equal  to  any  of  the  continental  troops : 

That  the  said  companies  be  entitled  to  pay  and  sobsistenoe  from  the  time  of 
inlistment : 

That  the  said  companies,  when  raised,  be  formed  into  a  battalion,  under  flie 
command  of  such  field  officers  as  Congress  shall  appoint : 

That  the  rank  of  the  captains  of  the  said  companies  be  regulated  as  Congreis 
shall  hereafter  direct : 

That  5,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  safety  ofPennsylvania,  ina 
5,000<iollars  to  the  convention,  or,  in  their  recess,  to  tne  council  of  safety  of 
Maryland,  to  defray  the  expense  of  raising  the  said  companies. 

Besolvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention,  or,  in  their  recess,  to 
the  council  of  safety  of  Maryland,  to  appoint  the  officers,  and  forward,  with  all 
possible  expedition,  the  raisins  the  two  companies  of  riflemen. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  June  28, 1776. 

The  committee  of  claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  accoants 
of  Thomas  Thomson,  reported. 

That  there  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Thomson  the  sum  of  750  dollars,  in 
part  of  an  account  for  lumoer,  said  to  have  been  delivered  by  Simon  Metcalf  to 
the  forces  belonging  to  the  continent,  at  St  John's,  in  Canada : 

The  said  committee  farther  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Thomas  Mayberry,  the  sum  of  117  £d-90  dollars,  for  plated  iron : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  colonel  James  Baston  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  rrferred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  eoquifo 
into  the  causes  of  the  mi«carri]u;es  in  Canada. 

A  petition  from  William  Poofe  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  uie  committee  for  making  provision  for 
wounded  and  disabled  soldiers. 

Francis  Hopkinson,  esq.  one  of  &e  delegates  of  New-Jersey,  attended,  aod 
produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment,  which  was  read,  as  follows,  viz* 

In  Provincial  Congress,  JWu^-Jersey,  Burlington,  June  21, 1776- 
The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  delegates  to  represeirt  this  colony 
in  Continental  Congress,  when  Richard  Stockton,  Abraham  Clark,  John  Hirt* 
and  Francis  Hopkinson,  esqs.  and  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  were  elected  bj  bv' 
lot,  to  serve  for  one  year,  unless  a  new  appointment  be  made  before  that  tin^ 
Resolved,  That  the  following  instructions  De  jg^ven  to  the  delegates  as  ^*^T^^l 
The  Congress  empower  and  iiirect  you,  in  the  name  of  this  colony^*  to  join  ^"^ 
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the  delegates  of  the  other  colonies  in  Continental  Confess,  in  the  most  vigo- 
roas  measures  for  supporting  the  just  rights  and  liberties  of  America ;  and,  if 
you  shall  judge  it  necedsary  or  expedient  for  this  purpose,  we  empower  you  to 
join  with  them  in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independent  of  Great-Britain, 
entering  into  a  confederation  for  union  and  common  defence,  making  treaties 
with  foreign  nations  for  c6mmerce  and  assistance,  and  to  take  such  other  mea* 
sures  as  may  appear  to  them  and  you  necessary  for  these  great  ends ;  promising 
to  support  them  with  the  whole  force  of  this  province ;  always  observing,  that, 
whatever  plan  of  confederacy  you  enter  into,  the  regulating  the  intemafpolice 
of  this  province  is  to  be  reserved  to  the  colony  legi^ature.  By  order  ot  Con* 
gress. 

SAMUEL  TUCKER,  President. 

Extract  from  the  minutes:  WM.  PATTERSON,  iS^cretory. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  in  these  words ; 
Monsieur  Le  chevalier  de  Kirmovan,  having  produced  to  the  board  indubita- 
ble credentials  of  his  good  character  and  superior  abilities  in  the  ^rt  bf  war, 
and  particularly  as  an  engineer,  the  board  resolved  to  recommend  him  to 
Congress  as  a  person  who  can  be  much  confided  in ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  board,  that  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  reqested  to  em- 
ploy him  in  planning  and  laying  out  the  fortification  agreed  by  Congress,  to 
be  erected  At  Billingsport,  on  the  river  Delaware* 

The  said  report  l^ng  again  read, 

Besolvedf  That  the  same  be  agre^  to* 
^  Mesolved,  That  Mr.  Hopkinson  be  added  to  the  committee  for  preparing 
a  plan  of  confederation.  i 

Besolved^  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  the  committee  of  Sa- 
lem county,  in  New-Jersey,  300  lbs.  of  powder. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration,  &c.  brought  in  a  draught, 
which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Christopher  Champlain  was  presented  to  Congress  and 
read: 

Mesolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Alsop,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Paine,  ana  Mr.  Floyd  be  a  cqmmittee  to 
-confer  with  Anthony  Mosengeil,  on  the  sul:ject  of  manufacturing  sulphur : 

That  SO  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  sHid  committee,  they  to  be  accountable^ 

Besol^d,  That  the  treasurers  be  empowered  to  advance  to  the  committee 
of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  100,000  dollars ;  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania  to  be 
accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  superintending  the  treasury,  be  directed  to 
nominate  and  appoint  six  persons  to  sign  and  number  the  mdlion  of  dollars 
ordered  to  be  struck  in  small  change. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

MONDAY,  July  1, 1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read,  viz. 

Three  from  general  Washington,  of  27th  and  £8th  of  June,  witii  sundry  let- 
ters and  papers  enclosed : 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  of  the  29th : 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Hampshire  of  the  17th  : 

One  from  brigadier-general  Lewis  of  the  17th : 

One  from  Benjamin  Harrison,  jun. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  6000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  fa- 
vor of  Richard  Graham,  of  Virginia,  in  full  of  a  draught  in  his  favor  of  the  20th 
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June,  by  brigadier-^neral  Lewis ;  and  that  the  same  be  char^  to  the  ac 
count  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  deputy  par-master  general  for  yir|;init. 

A  resolution  of  Uie  convention  of  Marjlandjj>assed  the  S8th  of  Jane,  n 
laid  before  Congress  and  read,  as  follows:  '^Tnat  the  tnstrectioRS ^lu t 
their  deputies  in  December  last,  be  recalled,  and  the  restrictions  therdo  tat 
tained,  removed  ;  and  that  the  deputies  of  said  colony,  or  anjthreeornwtd 
them,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  concur  with  tne  other  United  Co)o&» 
^M-  a  majority  of  them,  in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  Free  and  hdepeoiiffi 
States ;  in  formins  such  further  compact  and  confederation  between thei lis 
making  foreign  alliances,  and  in  aaoptinjf;  such  other  measures  as  ibl!  k 
adjudged  necessary  for  securing  the  libertiei  of  America ;  and  tint  s»(  c»^ 
lony  will  hold  itself  bound,  bj  me  resolutions  of  the  majority  of  the  UattdC^- 
lonioi^  in  the  premises;  provided,  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  rcj;iih^^ 
ipternal  government  and  police  of  that  colony  be'  reserved  te  the  |k^ 
thereof." 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read^ 

Itesolvei,  That  this  Congress  will  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  ofs 
whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  resolution  respecting  independeacy: 

That  the  declaration  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole*  After  sv 
time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  tbts 
committee  nad  come  to  a  resolution,  which  they  desired  him  to  report,  »!> 
move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  resolution  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  beinir  ^ead,tbi^ 
termination  thereof  was,  at  the  request  of  a  colony,  postponed  tiU  to-morra* 

Resolved,  That  a  brigadier-general*  acting  in  a  separate  departmeot^* 
lowed  an  aid -de -camp. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  from  general  Washington  was  laid  before  CoDgrttiflt 
read. 

Beeolvedy  That  the  letters  this  day  received,  be  referred  to  the  bond  af  ff 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  owv^ 
of  the  whole,  to  ta^e  into  consideration  the  declaration  respecting  "^ 
pendence. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY.  Jirfy  2,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read ; 

One  from  general  Washington,  of  theSOth  of  June,  enclosing  sundi^pl^* 
among  which,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  to  g(^ 
Howe : 

One  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay  of  the  26th: 

One  from  governor  Trumbull  of  the  20th  of  the  same  montii,  iDdoDCu* 
the  pay-master  general,  with  a  weekly  account : 

Ordered,  That  the  last  be  delivered  to  the  board  of  treasury :  . 

That  the  letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  to  general  Howe,  be  p 
lished : 

That  the  other  letters  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  ft«>i^ 
committee  of  the  whole ;  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows :  . 

Resolved,  That  these  United  Colonies  are,  and,  of  right,  ought  to  be,  r^ 
and  Independent  States ;  that  they  are  absolved  from  all  allegi&oce  to  the  v^ 
ish  crown,  and  that  all  political  connexion  between  them,  and  the  state of^ 
Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  tiie  Congress  resolved  itsdf  into*'*^ 
nuttee  of  the  whole;  and,  after  some  tim^,  the  president  ^^^^^^J^ 
and  Mr.  Harrison  reported^  that  the  committee  have  had  under  coosw*^ 
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le  declaration  to  them  referred ;  but,  not  having  had  time  to  go  through  th^ 
iine»  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a 
ommittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  declaration 
especting  independence. 

(Jonsress  being  informed,  that,  in  obedience  to  their  order,  captain  Whip- 
le  and  captain  Saltonstal  were  arrived  in  Philadelphia, 

Resolvea,  That  the  marine  committee  enquire  into  the  <;ompIaint8  exhibited 
gai  nst  them ,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

Adjoamed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow.  ' 

WEDNESDAY,  Jtdy  3,  1776. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersej,  of  the  2d,  and  a  letter  from 
he  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  southern  department,  dated  Augus- 
a.  May  21,  together  with  .an  account  of  their  expenses,  and  the  minutes  of 
heir  conference  with  the  Indians  in  that  department,  were  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  accoupt  of  the  commissioners  be  referred  to  the  commit  - 
;ec  on  the  treasury. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New* 
ersey;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee .  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to 
;end  as  many  of  the  troops  of  their  colony  as  they  can  spare,  to  Monmouth 
:ounty,  in  New- Jersey,  to  the  assistance  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony,  and 
:o  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief;  the  siud  troops  to  be 
illowed  the  same  pay  and  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  continent, 
from  the  time  of  their  march  until  their  return :    ,  > 

That  a  circular  letter  be  written  to  the  committees  of  inspection  of  the  se- 
ireral  counties  in  Pennsylvania,  where  troops  are  raised,  or  raising,  to  form 
the  flying-camp,  requesting  them  to  send  the  troops  by  battalions,  or  detach- 
ments of  Dattalions,  or  companies,  as  fast  as  raised,  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
except  those  raised  in  the  .counties  of  Bucks,  Berks,  and  Northampton,  which 
eire  to  he  directed  to  -march,  as  aforesaid,  to  New-Brunswick,  in  New-Jersey : 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  sent  to  general  Washington,  and 
that  he  be  desired  to  appoint  a  proper  officer  to  command  the  flying-camp,  and 
also  direct  proper  persons  to  supply  the  men  with  rations. 

Resolved,  That  ttie  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  contract  with  ship- 
wrights, to  go  to  Lake-Champlain,  on  the  following  terms : 

To  allow  each  man  34  dollars  and  two-thirds  per  month ',  one  month's  pay 
to  be  advanced,  on  their  giving  ^security,  if  reauired : 

Each  man  to  be  allowed  a  ration  and  a  hali«  and  one  half -pint  of  rum,  per 
da^:  ^  ' 

Their  tools  and  arms  to  be  value4: 

Two-thirds  of  their  wages  to  be  paid,  monthly,  to  whomsoever  they  shall 
leave  the  power  of  receiving  it: 

Their  pay  to  commence  from  the  day  they  sign  articles,  and  continue  until 
they  are  discharged,  with  an  allowance  of  one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles, 
between  the  place  where  they  are  discharged,  and  their  respective  homes. 

Besolvedj  That  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Wilson,  two  of  the  commissioners  for 
Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  be  authorized  to  discharge  the  bills 
drawn  by  Mr.  Morgan  on  the  commissioners  of  that  department. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration,  the  declaration;  and, 
after  some  time,  the  pi%sident  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that 
the  committee,  not  having  yet  gone  through  it,  desired  leaye  to  sit  ajBi;ain. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  com« 
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mittce  of  the  wKole,  jto  Uke  iato  thdr  ffu-tb^r  cmwilanttioop  tli^  Dedan^tf 
Independence. 
4j<ivrfitd  ^  iMttf  o'clock  to-ipioiTOir. 

THURSDAY.  July  4,  1776. 

Jbfobff^  That  milicatioii  be  made  to  the  oomfnHleo  of  fafety  of  Penssjl- 
▼ania  for  a  sapplV  or  flints  for  the  troopi  at  ^ew-Yorfc :  and  that  Ddawt 
gpyenymept  and  Marylaod«  be  reqoeatea  to  embody  tbe^r  militia  &r  tke  lyir 
camp,  widi  all  poMible  expedition,  and  to  march  them»  without dtUj, low 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

Agreeable  to  the^order  of  the  day.  the  Congress  resoWed  itself  into  i  en- 
mittee  of  the  whole^  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration,  the  declantw; 
aad  tfter  some  tim^.  die  president  resossed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  HarrisNiimct- 
ed.  that  the  committee  hare  agreed  to  a  declaration,  which  they  drnm^n 
tp  report. 

Tne doclaretion being  toad,  was  agpeed  to  as  follows; 

BT     TUB 

XBFBSSEMTJiTIVBS  OF  THB  UJriTED  STATES  OFJUOm 

|ir  cof  Gmnss  4Sf  BMBLsn. 

WHBN.  in  the  coarse  of  huqmn  erents,  it  becomes  necessaiy  for  one  pnfk 
to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which  have  connected  them  with  another,  o^^ 
assume,  among  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  separate  and  equal  statioii  to  M 
the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to^ 

2 anions  of  mankind  r^uires  that  they  should  declare  the  causes  which  isp 
em  to  the  separation- 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  selfHpTident,  that  all  men  are  created  eqotl;tbt 
they  are  endowed  by^  their  Crj^ator  with  certain  unalienable  rights ;  tkit  ism; 
these,  are  life,  liberty,  and  tiie  pursuit  of  happiness.  That,  to  secsre^ 
rights,  governments  are  instituted  tmongroen,  deriving  their  just  powenB« 
m  consent 
destructive 

to  institute ._    ^ ,— ^— a - r r    -    ^ 

Snizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likeijtoefc 
^ir  safetjr  and  happiness.  Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate  that  goven"^ 
lone  established,  should  uot  be  changed  for  light  and  transient  causes ;  aiN>^' 
-c<|i^in|^ly,  all  experience  hath  shewn,  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to^ 
fer.  while  evils  are  suiferable.  than  to  right  themselves  by  abolishing  the  (iff** 
to  ifhich  Ihey  are  accustomed.  But,  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  ssd  m^'^ 
tions,  pursuing  invariably  the  same  object,  evinces  a  design  to  redoce  tbemB>' 
der  absolute  aespotism.  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  6ach£ 
vemment,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  future  security.  Such  m^ 
the  patient  sufferance  of  these  colonies,  ^nd  such  is  now  the  necessity  vfa>^. 
constrains  them  to  alter  their  former  systems  of  government.  The  hisUffj 
tiie  present  king  of  Oreaf-Britain  is  a  hi^torv  of  repeated  injuries  sod  m^ 
tions.  all  having,  in  direct  object,  the  establishment  of  an  absolute  tyrannTorer 
these  states.    To  prove  this,  let  facts  be  submitted  to  a  pandid  world :      » 

He  has  refused  nis  assent  to  laws  the  most  wholesome  and  necesssry  w^ 
public  good.  .   . 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass  laws  of  immediate  and  F^^j. 
portance,  unless  suspended  in  their  operation  till  his  assent  should  be  obtvii^' 
and.  when  ^o  suspended,  he  has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  then.  . 

He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the  accommodation  ofUigedistnc 
people,  unless  ^ose  people  would  relinquish  the  right  of  represeatstio&tf*^ 
legislature ;  a  right  inestimable  to  theiu.  and  formidable  to  tyrants  oi?* 
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tie  has  called  together  legislative  bodies  at  places  untlsual,  tmcoiirfbrtable* 
stid  distant  from  the  depository  of  their  public  rec6rds;  for  the  sole  pai^e  <»f 
Catiffaing  tfaeitt  lAto  compliance  with  his  measures. 

He  hiu  dissolved  represeirtative  houses  tepeatedly,  for  Op(mstAgf»  i^  itiAtiij 
firmness,  his  inTasions  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 

He  has  refased,  for  a  long  time  after  sach  dissolutions,  to  catu^  others  to  be 
elected;  whereby  the  legisktire powers, iiicdpable of ann%ifa1&on,haVerfttuni' 
ed  to  the  pemile  at  large  for  their  exercise ;  the  state  remaining,  in  the  mean 
time,  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  of  invasion  from  without/  ima  convuIsiMi 
>vitlitn.  ' 

He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  th^se  st^te^ ;  fot*  th&t  prnf- 
pose,  obstructing  the  -laws  for  naturali^atrdn  of  foreignei^ ;  refashig  to  pa^ 
<>thers  to  encouras;^  their  migrations  hither,  aUd  raising  th^  condrtionsof  n0i^ 
appropriations  of  lands. 

He  has  obstructed  the  administration  of  justice,  bjTfeftisiilghlsasBCfatfohws 
Jbr  establishingjudiciarf  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  done,  for  the  t^tiui^  of  their  of- 
fices, and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  oiKces,  and  sefnt  faidker  ^warMs-of  oflicent 
-ib  Karrass  our  peopfe,  and  eat  out  their  substance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  time  of  peace,  standing  aUtiiaf,  iK Aout  iYktatnieti 
«f  our  legishitures. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of,  atnd^  tfupeiHmrlSb;  1b€ 
civil  pQwer. 

He  has  combined,  with  others,  to  subject  wi  to  Ir  jtirisdictlon  fot^ign  to  ouf 
constitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  l^ws ;  giving  his  assent  to'  their  Kcts 
of  pretended  legislation ; 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  UB  f        * 
For  protecting  them,  bt  a  meek  trial,  from  punishment,  for  any  mmrtterB  ^Attch 
tiiey  should  commit  on  the  inhabitants  of  these  states : 
For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world : 
For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent  r 
For  depriving  ue,  in  many  caeesy  of  the  benefits  of  trial  by  mry  r 
For  transpertine  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  jmtended  offences : 
For  abolishing  &e  free  system  of  English  laws  in  a  nei^boringpn>vince,ea- 
iablishing  therein  au  arbitrary  government,  and  eniar|^ng  its  boimwiee,  8<r  as 
to  render  it  "at  once  an  example  and  fit  ibstrument  fw  tntrodttcing  the  same  ab- 
solute rule  iato  these  colonies : 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  raltndile  laws ;  and  idter* 
ing,  fundamentally,  the  forms  of  our  governments  t 

For  suspending  oar  own  legislatures,  and  declaring  theasehres  inrested  witir 
power  to  legislate  for  is  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

He  has  aMicated  government  here,  by  declaring  ns  oftt  of  his  protection}  and 
waging  war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  coasts,  burnt  our  towitis,  and  destroy- 
ed the  lives  of  our  people. 

He  isy  at  this  time,  transporting  large  armies  of  foreign  menaenaries  to  com- 
pletethe  works  of  death,  desolation,  and  ^rannr»  already  begun,  with  cireum- 
stances  of  cruelty  and  perfidv  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most' barbarous  ages^ 
and  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilised  natidki. 

He  has  constrained  our  fetlow-citizens,  taken  captfvo  on  the  hi||^  seas,  to 
bear  arms  against  their  country,  to  become  the  €sec«tioiias  of  ^eir  friends 
and  brethren,  or  to  fall  themselves  by  their  hand. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  amongst  us,  and  has  endearored  to 
bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the  merciless  Indian  savagiBS,  whose 
known  rule  of  wArfkre  is  an.  undistinguished  destruction^  of  nil  ages,  sexe^, 
Slid  coo<btifn». 
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In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions,  we  ha^e  petitioned  for  redrea,  ii  vk 
most  humble  terms;  Our  repeated  petitions,  have  teen  answered  onlj  bj  ^ 
peated  i'njurj.  A  prince,  whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every  aid  visa 
may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 

rf  or  have  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  to  our  British  brethren.  We  liBi 
warned  them,  from  time  to  time,  of  attempts  by  tiieir  legislature,  in  extend  kI 
unwarrantable  jurisdiction  over  us.  We  have  reminded  them  of  t)iedrciB| 
stances  of  our  emigration  and  settlement  here.  We  have  appealed  to  tier 
native  justice  and  magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured  them,  by  the  ties  of  w 
common  kindred,  to  disavow  these  usurpations,  which  would  inevitablj  iottr- 
rupt  our  connexions  and  correspondence.  They,  too,  have  been  deu  ts  tie 
voice  of  justice  and  of  consanguinity.  We  must,  therefore,  acquieicea  tie 
necessityi  which  denounces  our  separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  holdftemt 
of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends.  * 

We,  tiierefore,  the  represenUtives  of  tiie  UNITED  STATES  OF  AME^ 
RICA,  in  GENERAL  CONGRESS  assembled,  appealing  to  the  Supta 
Judge  of  the  World  for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  die  iiiiiK,ii^ 
bj  tne  authority  of  the  good  people  of  these  colonies,  aolemnlj  poblisiiai 
declare.  That  these  United  Coloiues  are,  and  of  right,  ought  to  TC,^^ttf  10 
XtlHrprnHnit  JbtaUB ;  that  they  are  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  ]kh 
tiah  crown,  and  that  all  political  connexion  between  them  and  the  i^i 
Great-Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved  ;  and  that,  as  fM 
•flJVJD  IJ^DEFEJ^bKN^  8TATE8,  tiiey  have  full  power  to  levy  war,* 
elude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establisli  commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  vs 
and  things  which  INDEPENDENT  STATES  may  of  right  do.  Andjort^ 
support  of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  MTKKfi 
Vlt®lJXBE1Nr<tS,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other,  our  lives,  Qfsk* 
tunes,  and  our  sacred  honor. 

The  foregoing  declaration  was,  by  order  of  Congress,  engrossed,  asd  ipi 
by  the  following  members : 

JOHN  HANCOCK. 


rJosiah  Bartlett^ 
J^ew-Bsmp^dre^     <  WilliMii  Whipple, 

C.  Matthew  Thornton. 
rSamuel  Adanu^ 

LKlbridg«  deny. 


Xhode-ItUmd, 


jHwW^MWfP 


s^Vhto^Anc^, 


Pamtylvanda^ 


C  Sitephen  Hopkuu^ 
{WiniamElkiy. 

{Roger  Shemuui, 
Samuel  Huntuigton, 
WUfiam  Williantt^ 
Oliver  WolcotL 
rWilliam  Fkyd, 
J  Piulip  Livi|i^oii, 

(j/Cwis  Morris. 
rRichaid  Stockton, 
I  John  Witherspoon, 
J  Fhmcb  Hopkuiaon, 
I  John  Htft^ 
(.Abraham  Clark. 
/Robert  Morris, 
I  Bei^unin  Hush, 
J  Beiganun  Fruiklii^ 
]  John  Morton, 
George  Clyroer, 
^James  Smith, 


Dekmaret 


VirgifdOt 


y^rik  CaroKnOt 


South' CaroUnOf 


Georgia, 


Besolyedf  That  copies  of  the  declaration  be  sent 
ctoyentions  and  committees,  or  councils  of  safety » 


rCteorgcTaykr, 

<  James  ^ilsoiw 
CGearge  Bo«. 
r  Caesar  Rodney, 

<  George  Read, 
C  Thomas  M'Kcan. 

^^annie]  Chise, 
William  Paca, 

<  Thomas  Stone, 
Charles  CairoU  «  ^* 

^    ronton. 

'^George  Wythe, 
BichardHeniyl^ 
Thomas  JefTcnoOr 
Benjamin  HshmMi 
Thomas  NcbomjuB. 

Francis  Uijttfootl^ 
^Carter  Braitoo. 
r  William  Hooper, 

<  Joseph  Hew«* 

^JiAnPenn. 

r  Edward  RuUedge* 

J  Thomas  Htysni^P' 
1  Thomas  Lynch,  Jttn- 
I  Arthur  )fiddle«<% 
TButton  Gwinnett 
^LymaftHsUi 
iGeorgeWslttti. 

to  tiie  several  a<««f^ 
andto  tiic»Tei»lco» 
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Dianding  officers  of  the  continental  troops ;  that  it  be  proclaimed  in  each  of 
the  United  States,  and  at  the  head  of  the  army. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Hewes  determine  the  hire  of  Mr.  Wal- 
ker's yessel»  which  was  employed  bj  commodore  Hopkins  in  the  service  of  the 
continent.  * 

A  letter  of  the  Sd,  from  general  Washingtoi^,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and 
i'ead : 

Resolvtdy  That  the  delegates  of  New -York,  New-Jersey  and  Pennsylvania, 
be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  committee  of  inspection  and  observation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  field  officers  of  tiie  battalions  of  the  said  city  and  liberties, 
on  the  best  means  of  defending  the  colonies  of  New-Jersey  and  Pennsylvania ; 
and  that  they  be  empowered  to  send  expresses  where  necessary : 

That  the  secret  committee  be  instructed  to  order  the  flints  belonginff  to  the 
continent,  and  now  at  Rhode-Island,  to  be  sent  to  the  general  at  New -York. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Wisner  be  empowered  to  send  a  man,  at  the  public  ex* 
pense,  to  Orange  county,  for  a  sample  of  flint-stone. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  two  commissioners  for  Indiaa 
affairs  in  the  middle  departmeiit ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Jasper  Yates  and  John  Montgomery,  esqrs.  were  elected. 

Oraered^  That  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Wilson  inform  the  above  named  centle- 
roen  of  their  appointment,  and  desire  them  to  attend  the  treaty  with  uie  In- 
dians at  Pittsburg,  on  the  day  appoiiited ;  and  also  to  appoint  some  persons  to 
procure  goods  necessary  for  the  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  filling  up  the  vacancies  in  the 
committee  for  Indian  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  empowered  to  employ  another  private  se- 
cretary. 

Resolvedj  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  employ  such  a  number  of 
persons,  as  they  shall  find  necessary,  to  manufacture  flints  for  the  continent; 
and,  for  this  purpose,  to' apply  to  the  respective  assemblies,  conventions  and 
councils,  or  committees  of  safety  of  the  United  American  States,  or  commit- 
tees of  inspection  of  the  counties  and  towns  thereunto  belonging,  for  the  names 
and  places  of  abode  of  persons  skilled  in  the  manufactory  aforesaid,  and  of 
the  places,  in  their  respective  states,  where  the  best  flint-stones  are  to  be  ob- 
tained, with  samples  ot  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  3  dollars  and  54-90ths,  be  drawn  on  the  treasu- 
rers, in  favor  of  the  express,  who  brought  the  despatches  from  Trenton. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jeflerson,  be  a  com- 
mittee, to  prepare  a  device  for  a  seal  for  the  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  25  lb.  of  power  to 
John  Garrison,  of  North-Carolina. 

Adjourned  to  nine' o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  July  5,  1776. 

A  letter  from  captain  Crawford,  a  prisoner  of  the  26th  regiment,  was  read« 
requesting  leave  to  visit  the  prisoners  in  the  several  places  where  they  are 
confined : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  such  leave  be  not  granted> 

The  conunittee  on  ways  and  means,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

I'he  account  and  vouchers  of  Mr.  Price  being  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  for  adjustment  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  re^ment  be  raised  out  of  the  omcers  who  served  in  Canada, 
on  the  same  terms  on  which  the  regiment,  to  be  commanded  by  colonel  Dubob, 
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18  to  be  raised ;  and  that  tke  following  persons  be  appointed  oflcers  of  the  Mdi 
regiment : 

Seth  Wajmer,  colonel : 

Samnel  Saffiird,  lieutenant-colonel: 

Elisha  Painter,  major : 

Wait  Hopkins,  John  Orant^  Gideon  BrownsoA,  AbiatfMt  Angela  SioNoi 
Smithy  Joshua  Stanton,  ■  Seely,  Jacob  Vorsboroas,  captains;  Mil 

Allen,  ——  Fusset, Walbf ictee, Decne,  James  Gold, Sill, 

Ebenezer  Hide,  Gamaliel  Piiinter,  first  lieutenants ; 

Ebenezer  Beaumont,  adjutant. 

Betoheii  That  the  president  write  to  governor  Cooke,  requesting  htm  H 
order  fiftj  ship-carpenters  to  be  enn^d,  on  the  best  terms,  at  the  exj^esseof 
the  continent;  and  sent  to  general  ^hurier  at  Albeny,  as  soon  as  possible^  ii 
order  to  build  vessels  for  tire  defence  of  the  lake». 

The  committee  of  Congress,  appointed  to  confer  vnA  the  committee  of 
safetj  of  Pennsylvania,  the  committee  of  insnection  and  observation  fbrthe 
citj  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  field-oflScers  of  the  five  b^tafioii 
of  the  said  dtjr,  reported,  that  they  have  had  a  meeting  with  the  connitteei 
And  oflScers  aforesaidi  and  have  agreed  to  the  following  resolutions,  vis. 

That  all  the  associated  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  (excepting  the  eosntietof 
Westmoreland,  Bedford  and  Northumberland)  who  can  be  furnished  with  inu 
amd  accoutrements,  be  forthwith  requested  to  march,  with  the  utmost  expedi* 
dition,  to  Trenton,  (except  the  militia  of  Northampton  countv,  who  are  U 
march  directly  for  New-Brunswick)  in  New-Jersey;  and  that  tne  widsHfitii 
continue  in  service,  until  the  flying-camp,  of  ten  thcnMand  men,  eat  be 
collected  to  relieve  them,  unless  the^  Miall  be  sooner  discharged  by  Conjren' 

That  the  militia  march  by  companies  to  the  pla6e  of  rendezvous : 

That  .the  said  militia  be  taken  into  the  continental  pay^  and  receive  the  stn^ 
pay,  allowances  and  rations,  as  the  continental  troops,  from  the  time  tiiey  be|iD 
their  marefa,  until  they  return  to  their  respective  homes: 

That  those  of  the  three  battalions  of  the  Pennsylvaniik  troops,  now  remtip' 
ing  in  the  province,  be  ordered  to  march  immediately  for  New-BniBswicfc,  ii 
New-Jersey: 

That  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  provide  as  many  tents  as  tkej 
can  for  said  militia : 

That  the  committees  of  inspection  and  observation,  in  tiie  several  coastie^ 
furnish  a  good  kettle  to  every  six  men,  and  giv^  all  the  assistance  in  their 
power,  diat  the  said  militia  be  well  armed  and  equipped,  and  march  with  tbe 
greatest  expedition : 

That  the  committees  of  inspection  for  the  Oeveral  counties  of  PennsjN' 
nia,  be  desired  to  order  such  troopo  as  A^  may  raise  for  the  fiying-ctinpjti 
be  marched  to  Trenton ;  the  resolve  of  Cfongress  passed  yesterday  notwith* 
standing;  Whereupon, 

ResoGsed,  That  tnis  Congress  highly  approve  the  foregoine  resolationi,  ami 
recommend  it  to  the  eood  people  of  Pennsvlvania,to  carry  ue  same  ^i^l^^ 
cntion  with  the  same  laudable  readiness,  wnich  they  have  hitherto  manifeted 
in  supportingtfie  injured  riehts  of  their  country, 

JZesofoed,  That  colonel  Hazlet,  of  the  battalion  in  Delaware  government,  w 
ordered  to  station  one  compuiy  at  Lewistown,  and  to  march  the  remaining  9t^ 
to  Wilmiiwton,  and  there  remain  until  fardier  orders  of  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  aSkirs  in  the  soumern  depig- 
ment, while  on  actual  service,  receive  four  dollars  a-daj. 
Tfaecommitteeonthetreasury  reported,  that  there  is  due,  .    . 

To  John  Walker,  esq.  one  of  the  commissioners  of  Indian  affiiirs  in  tw 
southern  department,  the  sum  of  869  67-90  dollars,  for  several  horsesi  a 
and  geers,  and  expenses  in  travelling  25Q0  milcdr 
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Onkred,  That  the  Mid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  state  of  Georgia,  brought  in  their/e* 
port,  which  waa  taken  into  consideration;  Whereupon, 

Bi$dvi4»  That  for  the  defence  of  Georgia,  there  be  an  addition  of  iwo  bat-> 
talions,  (one  of  diem  to  consiat  of  riflemen)  to  be  raised  on  the  same  terms  oq 
vbich  omer  continental  battalions  are  now  ordened  to  be  raised  i 

That  blank  commissions  for  the  field-officers  be  sent  to  the  conyeution  of 
tSeoripa,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  names  of  such  persons  as  the  said  convention 
shall  judge  proper : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies,  c^mrentions  or  councils  of  safetj 
of  Vij^nia,  North  and  South-Carolina,  to  permit  the  raising  troops,  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  within  their  respective  states;  and,  if  requested,  to  afford 
tbeir  adTice  and  assistance,  with  regard  to  suitable  persons  for  captains  and 
subalterns^  and  that  blank  commissions  be  delivered  to  the  delegates: 

^  That  four  gallies  be  built  at  the  ei^nse  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
direct]£iii  of  the  convention  of  Georgia,  for  the  farther  defence  of  the  said 
state: 

And  whereas  the  ddegatea  of  Georgia  have  represented  the  necessity  of 
tf^ctim  two  forts,  one  at  Savannah  ana  the  other  at  Sunsbury : 

Bemved,  That  two  companies  of  artillery  be  raised,  consisting  of  fifty  men 
eich,  officers  included,  fior  the  purpose  of  garrisoning  such  forts,  in  case  they 
shall  be  erected,  by  and  at  the  expense  of  Georgia;  and  that  blank  eommis^ 
sions  be  delivered  to  the  delegates  for  the  officers,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  aa- 
seaibly  or  convention  of  the  said  state. 

Jieidved^  That  general  Washington  be  empowered,  if  he  shall  j  udge  it  ad vise<» 
able,  to  order  three  of  the  fullest  regiments,  stationed  in  Massachusetts; 
Bay,  (0  be  immediately  marched  to  Ticonderoga;  and  that  an  equal  number  ^ 
of  the  militia  of  that  state,  be  taken  into  pay,  and  embodied  for  its  defence,  if. 
theggvamment of  Massachusetts-Bay  juoge  it  necessary. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
Whareupen, 

Jlesohed,  That  Mr.  John  Cobume,  who  has  acted  as  an  assistant  conductor 
of  military  stores  in  Canada,  find  has  produced  certificates  of  his  having  done 
hia  duty  in  that  station,  be  allowed  lieutenaiit's  pay,  ttom  die  first  day  of 
March  to  the  first  day  of  June  last: 

Th^t  a  chaplain  be  appointed  to  each  re^ment  in  the  continental  army,  and 
that  their  allowamce  be  encreesed  to  thirty-three  dollars  and  one-third  of 
a  dollar  a  month : 

That  immediate  steps  be  taken,  in  the  severfU  colonies,  to  procure  lead : 

That  the  post-master  general  be  directed  immediately  to  have  expresses 
established  between  this  city  and  New -York,  and  that  general  Washington  bo 
desired  to  send  off  despatches  to  Congress  every  day : 

That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  send  fordiwith  to  ^neral  Lewis, 
at  Williamsburgh,  five  tons  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  m  the  southern 
d^artment,  uirt  of  which  is  to  be  forwarded  to  Soudi-Carolina :     - 

That  the  British  officers  and  soldiers  who  are  prisoners,  and  now  in  New- 
Jersey,  be  sent  from  thence  to  the  town  of  York,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  tibe 
convention,  or  committee  of  safety  qi  New«>Jersey,  be  requested  to  oarry  this 
resolve  into  execution : 

That  four  companies  of  the  militia  be  directed  to  remain  in  Philadelphia, 
tb  jruard  the  continental  stores  in  that  city. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Julj  6,  1776. 
A  letter  of  the  5th  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  was  received  and 
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The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration) 
Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  Carpenter  Wharton  be  appointed  commissary,  to  supplj 
with  rations  the  militia  who  are  immediately  to  march  from  Pennsylyania  td 
New-Jersey,  until  the  commissary-general  shall  order  otherwise: 

That  William  Sherman,  jun.  be  appointed  pay-master  of  colonel  Warner's 
redment :  / 

That  major  Rogers  be  sent  to  New -Hampshire,  to  be  disposed  of  as  thegor- 
•cmmcnt  of  that  state  shall  judge  best. 

Sundry  letters  were  received  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Washington  of  the  4th  and  5th : 

One  of  the  1st  from  genei^  Schuyler  to  general  Washington;  and, 

One  of  the  24th  of  June,-  from  brigadier-general  Sullivan  to  general  Schuyler : 

Besolved,  Thai  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

jResolved,  That  the  agents  in  Massachusetts-Bay  and  Rhode-Island,  be  di- 
rected to  send  the  arms  taken  out  of  the  Scotch  transports,  to  general  Wash- 
^  ington,  at  New -York. 

Rtsolve4t  That  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  J.  Green  be  forwarded  to 
general  Washington,  and  that  he  be  desired  to  send  for  such  parts  of  the  stores 
therein  mention^,  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

Application  being  made  by  William  Kelsay,  who  has  raised  a  compuy  in 
New-Jersey,  for  a  sum  of  money  to  defray  tne  expenses  of  said  company  to 
New-York, 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Mease  advance  one  month's  pay  to  captain  Kebaj,  for 
the  use  of  his  company;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  members  for  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs,  in  the  room  of  those  absent ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr. 
Jefferson,  Mr.  P.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Huntington  were  chosen. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Rodney,  and  Mr.  Clark,  be  added tothe 
committee  on  the  miscarriages  in  CanadiL 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  one  ton  of  pow- 
der to  the  convention  of  New-York;  they  to  be  accountable : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  collect  and  audit  the  public  accoiots 
of  the  late  general  Montgomery,  and  to  include  his  pay  and  the  allowance  for 
his  table  in  the  adjustment. 

The  board  of  treasury  laid  before  Congress  an  account  of  James  WarreOtesq* 
late  pay-master  general  of  the  United  Colonies ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  allowances  be  made,  viz.* 

For  assistants,  from  27th  July,  1775,  to  4th  May,  1776,  the  sum  of  276  dol- 
lars: 

For  sundry  articles  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  office  in  New-York,  5doI* 
lars  and  fortv-nine  seventy-two  p^rts  of  a  dollar : 

.  For  horse-hire  to  William  Wynthrop,  esq.  and  for  hb  attendance  and  ex- 
penses in  Philadelphia,  100  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Warren  pay  the  balance  in  his  hands  to  Ebenczer  Btf* 
cock,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  for  the  eastern  department 
',    Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  July  8, 1776. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  general  Washington,  and  one  of  the  6th  from  tw 
convention  of  New-Jersey,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  send  four  tons  ^V^T. 
der,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  cartridge-paper,  to  general  Mercer,  for  ^ 
use  of  the  flying-camp. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasarertj » 
favor  of  James  Mease;  he  to  be  accountable. 
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L  letter  from  Mrs.  Connollj  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 
lesolved.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania, 
I  that  it  be  recommended  to  said  committee,  to  make  prpper  provision  for 
s.  Connolly,  till  ikrther  order  of  Congress. 
^esolvedy  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  military  ussociators  of  Phila- 

rhia,  be  directed  not  to  order  captain  Peters  out  of  the  city,  as  his  service 
attendance  is  necessary  in  the  war-office. 
Resolved,  That  the  post-mastersy  while  in  office,  be  excused  from  all  mill- 
y  duty.    . 

1  letter  of  the  4th  from  the  convention  of  Maryland^  enclosing  resolutions 
raising  three  thousand  four  hundred  men  for  the  flaring-camp,  was  received 

I  read : 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Gates  be  informed,  that  it  was  the  intention 

Congress  to  ^ve  him  the  command  of  the  troops  whilst  in  Canada,  but  that 

i^  had  no  design  to  vest  him  with  a  superior  command  to  general  Schuyler, 

iiUt  the  troops  should  be  on  this  side  Canada ;  and  that  the  president  write 

major-general  Schuyler  and  major-general  Gates,  stating  this  matter,  and . 

:ommending  to  them  to  carry  on  the  military  operations  with  harmony,  and 

such  manner  as  shall  best  promote  the  public  service : 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  transmitted  to  general  Wash- 

;ton. 

The  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  having  recommended  Daniel  Burk- 

rd,  George  Hubley,  Jacob  Bunner  and  Benjamin  Weiser,  to  be  captains  of 

i  four  companies  of  Germans  to  be  raised  in  that  state, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  approved,  and  that  commissions  be  granted  to  theni 

cordingly. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 

^hereupon,    ' 

Hesolved,  That  general  Washington  be  vested  with  discretionary  power  to 

II  to  his  assistance,  at  New- York,  such  of  the  continental  regiments  ii^  the 
assachusetts-Bay,  as  have  not  already  received  orders  to  march  to  Ticonde- 
ga;  and  that  the  general  court  of  that  state  be  requested  to  supply  their 
aces  with  militia,  if  they  think  it  expedient : 

That  the  commissary  general  have  full  power  to  supply  both  armies,  that 
)on  the  lakes  as  well  as  that  at  New-York ;  and  also  to  appoint  and  employ 
ich  persons  under  him,  and  to  remove  any  deputy-commissary,  as  he  shall 
dge  proper  and  expedient ;  it  being  absolutely  necessary,  that  the  supply  of 
>th  armies  should  be  under  one  direction. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  quarter-master 
sneral  for  the  flying  camp ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Clement  Biddle  was  elected  deputy  quarter-master  general  for  the  flying- 
imp,  and  for  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  and  New-Jersey,  ordered  to  ren- 
ezvous  at  Trenton. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the  election  of  a  deputy  muster- 
laster  eeneral  for  the  flying  camp  and  militia  aforesaid. 

Resomi,  That  the  committee  for  providing  medicines,  be  directed  to  sup- 
ly  the  militia  aforesaid,  with  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  suitable  medicines. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  60,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  tlie  treasurers,  in 
ivor  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  battalions ; 
le  state  of  Georgia  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  empowered  to  appoint  suitable  places 
f  rendezvous  for  the  new  battalions  raising  for  Canada,  and  communicate  the 
ame  to  the  assemblies  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Connecticut 
nd  New-York ;  also,  to  issue  his  orders  for  supplying  the  men  with  rations, 
ents,  a  month's  pay  advance,  and  other  necessaries.         v^a  7; 

Vol.  I.  51  /o^^     ^^^O . 
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Besolved,  That  Mr.  Mease  be  directed  to  advance  one  month's  pij  tsa. 
of  the  militia  as  will  engage  to  serve  in  the  fljing  camp. 

tte$olredt  That  aq  oraer  for  5000  dollars  be  draw-n  on  the  irtuvm^'mh^ 
of  Mr.  Georae  EvanSj  contractor  for  supplying  the  Delaware  hattalkn;  L{ 
be  acconntable. 

A  letter  of  the  9iht  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  Delaware  goTernapi 
vritti  snndiT  PfP^^  enclosed,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read: 
*  BnotveOt  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  MarjliDd  ir.^  I^ 
laware* 

Adjooni^d  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  July  9, 1776. 

Th^  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considenb; 
Whereupon, 

ReBolvedf  That  Abraham  Sheppard  be  appointed  captain,  Samuel  FlDlej^ 
lieutenant,  William  Killey,  second  lieutenant,  HenrvJBidinger, third  \mn£' 
of  the  Virginia  rifle  company:  and  tliat  the  delegates  of  Virgiima  beei^ 
powered  to  write  to  the  several  countv  committees  in  that  state,  when^ 
think  it  most  proper  and  probable  for  the  men  to  be  raised,  requestingHxB 
committees  to  recommend  officers  for  the  appointment  of  Coagresii  tiif 
colonel  Stevenson's  r^;iment;  the  officers  so  recommended,  to  barep^ 
immediately  to  inlist  their  men,  and  commiswns  to  be  sent  thein  ism' 

Kssible,  and  that  7000  dollars  be  paid  into  the  Lands  of  colonel  SteTeAS«,c 
nnty  money,  and  other  regimental  expenses : 

That  a  farther  sum  of  5000  dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  aaid  ^ 
Stevenson,  and  2,500  dollars  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  for  the  nseofs 
said  reciment;  thev  to  be  accountable. 

BeMved,  That  Mr.  Palfrev^  late  aid -de-camp  of  general  Wastun^Bt^v 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  continental  army. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  muster-master B>» 
for  the  flying  camp»  and  militia  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Trentooj  m^ 
ballots  being  taken, 

Jonathan  B.  Smith  was  elected. 

Itesolved,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasvff^^ 
&Vor  of  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence,  for  the  purchase  of  t«»^^ 
sels ;  tliey  to  be  accountable.  ^ 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  Poole  was  referredi  ^ 
in  their  report :  Whereupon,  r 

neBolved,  That  twenty  dollars  be  paid  to  the  said  William  Todew^ 
present  support,  till  regulations  are  made  for  the  relief  of  disabled  m^^ 

JRtsolved^  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duche  be  appointed  chaplain  to  Coiigi«^>^ 
that  he  be  desired  to  attend  every  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


Besolved,   That  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsvlvania  release 
McDonald,  of  KtngsboTou^,  a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  olf  PhiJade}p2»a,  «>^' 
parole,  and  that,  upon  signing  the  parole,  he  be  treated  agreeable  to  forve^ 
•olutiotts  of  Congress.  u    if 

Besohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  settle  a  cartel  forexchai? 
prisoners : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Htmsos. 

Besolvedf  That  such  of  the  militia  as  are  employed  in  making  ^^1^ 
and  such  as  are  employed  in  making  cannon  and  powder,  be  detain^ 
marching  on  the  present  occasion  to  New-Jersey.  0 

Besolved,  That  five  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  enquire  ifttotw 
of  the  miscarriages  in  Canada,  be  a  quorum  to  proceed  to  business.         , 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  iht  claims  of  W« ^^,^f^. 
Willie  Jones,  esqrs.  commissioners  &c  Indian  affiurs  in  the  wutkcfl"^' 
ment,  were  referred*  reported,  that  there  is  due. 
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To  John  Wfdker,  esq.  for  139  days  he  was  employed  in  the  soathenA  depart- 
atient,  at  the  rate  of  4  dollars  a  day,  $56  dollars  s 

To  Willie  Jones,  esq.  for  his  expenses  attending  Indian  affairs  at  SaUsborr, 
mnd'  traTelling  to  sundry  places^  £50  dollars,  and  tor  95  days  on  duty,  at  4  dol- 
lars a  day,  380  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  Ludwick  Karcher,  was  presefited  to  Congress,  ^ndread : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow.- 

WEDNESDAY,  July  10.  1776. 

Resolved,  That  one  month's  pay  be  advanced  to  the  militia  of  P^nsylfaQia* 
•rdered  to  march  to  Trenton,  tne  same  to  be  paid  after  tiie  men  ire  mustere4* 

That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr.  C  Biddle,  the  deputy 
quarter-master  general  for  the  flying«camp,  and  militia,  such  tents,  and  other 
articles  as  he  has  belonging  to  the  continent,  and  which  may  be  wanted  for  thio 
militia  and  iying-camp. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  eonsideratioii : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Lancaster  be  eihpowei^d  and  directed)  to 
keep  a  guard  over  the  prisoners,  in  the  barracks  of  tnat  borough,  and  to  sur- 
round the  said  barracks  with  a  stockade  fort : 

That  the  privates  who  are  prisoners  in  the  town  of  Reading,  be  removed  to 
the  borough  of  Lancaster. 

A  letter  from  Ephraim  Anderson  was  laid  before  Con^ss,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  general  Washington  on  the  subject^ 
enclosing  Mr.  Anderson's  letter,  and  that  Mr.  Anderson  be  referred  to  the 
general. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  rules  and  orders  for  the  giovenimeiit  - 
of  the  house,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordersd,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  standing  committee  for  Indian  afiairs,  brought  in  a  report,  which  wap 
read: 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  -the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  providing  medicines,  be'  directed  td  fur- 
nish Dr.  Allison  with  a  set  of  instruments,  aim  that  the  director-general  8ttp«> 
plyhim  with  proper  medicines. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  cartel^  between  br^dier-general  Arnold  «nd 
captain  Foster,  and  the  several  papers  thereto  relating,  were  recommittedt 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  as  follows : 

That,  having  made  diligent  enquiry  into  the  facts,  they  find,  that  a 
590  continental  troops,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Bedel,  was  pdsl    ^ 
the  Cedars,  about  forty-three  miles  above  Montreal ;  that  they  had  Aietia 
formed  som^  works  of  defence,  the  ereater  part  of  them  picketed  lines,  the 
rest  a  breast- work  of  earA,  with  two  field  pieces  mounted  : 

That,  on  Wednesday  the  15th  of  May,  colonel  Bedel  received  intelUgencey 

3iat  a  party  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  about  600  regulars,  Canadians  and  In* 
ians,  were  on  their  way  to  attack  nis  post,  and  were  then  within  nine  miles 
of  it :  that  colonel  Bedel,  thereon,  set  out  himself  for  Montreal,  to  procure  a 
reinforcement;  whereupon,  the  command  of  the  Cedars  devolved  on  miyoc 
Buiterfield : 

That,  on  Thursday,  a  reinforcement,  under  the  cmnmand  of  major  Sher- 
burne, marched  from  Montreal  for  the  Cedars,  while  a  laif;er  detachment 
ihould  be  getting  ready  to  proceed  thither  with  brigadier-general  Arnold : 

*rhat,  on  Friday  the  17th,  the  enemy,  under  the  command  of  captain  Foster, 
invested  the  |»08t  at  the  Cedars,  and,  for  t^ro  days,  kep^  up  a  loose,  scattering 
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'  fire ;  that  major  Butterfield  proposed,  from  the  very  firgt,to  8arreiidertkt|ia 
and  refused  repeated  solicitations  from  his  officers  and  men,  to  pennittni 
sally  out  on  the  enemy : 

Ihaty  on  Sundaj  afternoon,  a  flag  being  sent  in  by  the  enemy,  nnjark 
terfield  agreed  to  -surrender  the  fort  and  ^rrison  to  captain  Foster,  cajia 
lating  with  him,  whether  verbally  or  in  writing  does  not  appear,  thtt  the  ^ 
rison  should  not  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  savages,  and  that  thw  bigji 
should  not  be  plundered  : 

That,  at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  the  enemy  connsted  of  about  40ref^ 
too  Canadians,  and  500  Indians,  and  no  cannon ;  the  garrison  bd  ^m 
no  injury  from  their  fire,  but  the  having  one  man  wounded ;  thej  hidtmr 
rounds  of  cartridges  a  man,  thirty  rounds  for  one  field -piece^  five  for  »b^. 
•half  a  barrel  of  gun-powder,  fifteen  pounds  of  mosket-ball,  and  Drovisife^ 
ficient  to  have  lasted  them  twenty  or  thirty  days :  major  Butteradd  kKv^s: 
'  a  reinforcement  was  on  its  way,  and  moreover,  was  so  near  tho  ouud  Iwi;  < 
the  army,  that  he  could  not  doubt  of  beine  supported  by  that: 

That,  immediately  on  the  surrender,  the  garrison  was  put  into  Aecssf* 
of  the  savages,  who  plundered  tliem  of  their  oaggage,  and  even  stripped  t!i: 
of  their  clothes ; 

That  major  Sherburne,  having  landed  on  Monday  the  20th,  at  Qniozen^- 
about  nine  miles  from  the  Cedars,  and  marched  on  with  his  partT,c«& 
ing  then  of  100  men,  to  within  four  miles  thereof,  waa  there  attacked  hji^ 
500  of  the  enemy :  that  he  maintained  his  ground  about  an  hour,  and  tbet,^ 
constrained  to  retreat,  performed  the  same  in  good  order,  receiving  udi^' 
ing  a  constant  fire  for  about  forty  minutes;  when  the  enemy, finding le^ 
to  post  advanced  parties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  intercept  his  farther  rtss. 
they  also  were  made  prisoners  of  war :  J 

That  they  were  immediately  pot  into  the  custody  of  the  sava^s,  cirtrJ^ 
where  major  Butterfield  and  us  party  were,  and  stripped  of  their  tttggi?^ 
wearing  apparel : 

That  two  of  them  were  put  to  death  that  evening,  four  or  five  otheist**^ 
ferent  times,  afterwaHs ;  one  of  whom  was  of  those  who  surrendered  osc^ 
tulation  at  the  Cedars,  and  was  killed  on  the  8th  day  after  that  surrender  ;Qi 
one  was  first  shot,  and,  while  retaining  life  and  sensation,  was  roasted,  aj<i' 
related  by  his  companion,  now  in  possession  of  the  savages,  whohimselfa''^ 
f%ct ;  ana  that  several  oUiers,  beme  worn  down  by  famine  and  cruel^''^ 
left  exposed  in  an  island  naked,  and  perishing  with  cold  and  hunger: 

That,  while  major  Sherburne  was  m  custody  of  the  enemy,  c*P**"!^ 


required  of  him,  and  the  other  ofiicers,  to  sign  a  cartel,  stipolatiiig  °i^^^ 
of  themselves  and  their  men  for  as  many,  of  equal  condition,  of  tfaeB^ 
troops  in  our  possession ;  farther,  that  notwithstanding  the  exchaop'i>^ 
flif  mselves  nor  men  should  ever  a^n  bear  arms  against  the  ^."^^ 
ment ;  and  for  the  performance  of  this,  four  hostages  were  to  bedelirered,  v^ 
they  being  under  the  absolute  power  of  the  enemy,  did  sign :       ,     ^^ 

That  on  Sunday,  the  a6th,  the  prisoners  were  carried  to  Qoiwe  V^ 
'  when  it  was  discovered  that  general  Arnold  was  approaching,  and  vau^ 
positions  to  attack  them :  ^ 

That  captain  Foster,  having  desired  major  Sherburne  to  attend  a  fl«g»*^ 
he  wa»  about  to  send  to  general  Arnold,  for  confirmation  of  the  cartel,  c^ 
him  into  the  council  of  Indians^  then  sitting,  who  told  him  that  it  ^'^  V^ 
never  before  shewn  in  their  wars,  that  they  had  put  to  death  so  ^^^^^i 
soners ;  but  that  he  must  expect,  and  so  inUMm  general  Arnold,  that  w!^" 
certainly  kill  every  man  who  should  thereafter  fall  into  their  l'^*' L^y^ 

That  captain  Foster  joined  in  desiring  that  this  bloody  I'^^^^/.T^ijttf 
delivered  to  eeneral  Arnold ;  and  moreover,  tiiat  he  should  be  D<>^"^l..|jif 
he  rejected  the  cartel,  and  attacked  him»  every  man  of  the  prisoaert  "* 
p\it  to  instant  death : 
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'hat  general  Arnold  was  extremel;^  averse  from  entering  into  any  agree- 
it,  and  was  at  leng;th  induced  to  do  it  bj  no  othermotive  than  thatofsavinjc 
prisoners  from  cruel  and  inhuman  death,  threatened  in  such  terms  as  leit 
loubt  it  was  to  be  perpetrated,  and  that  he  did  at  length  conclude  it,  after 
eral  flags  received  from  captain  Foster,  and  a  relinquishment  by  him  of  the 
(Qual  article  restraining  our  soldiers  from  again  bearing  arms: 
rnat  the  prisoners,  so  stipulated  to  be  eiven  up  to  the  enemy,  were  not  in  the 
session  of  general  Arnold,  nor  undeV*  nis  direction,  but  were,  at  that  time* 
tributed  in  various  parts  of  the  continent,  under  the  orders  of  this  house : 
That  four  hostages  were  accordingly  delivered  to  captain  Foster,  who  were 
nediately  plundered  and  stripped  by  the  savages ;  and  on  his  part,  were  de- 
ired  one  major,  four  captains,  sixteen  subalterns,  and  three  hundred  and  ^* 
five  privates,  as  specified  in  a  certificate  of  captain  James  Osgood  and  others, 
whom  no  specification  by  their  names  or  numoers  has  vet  been  transmitted  ; 
it  he  retained  twelve  Canadians,  alleging  in  his  justification,  express  orders 
to  do;  and  that,  living  in  a nitlitary  government,  they  were  to  be  considered 
en  in  a  worse  light  than  deserters  from  his  majesty's  armies ;  these  he  carried 
a  J  in  irons,  but  afterwards  released  :  that  he  permitted  the  Indians  to  carry 

0  their  countries  several  other  natives  of  the  United  States,  for  purposes  un* 
own :  , 

That,  during  the  time  of  their  captivity,  not  half  food  was  allowed  the  pri- 
lers ;  they  were  continually  insulted,  buffeted,  and  ill  treated  by  thesavases; 
d  when  the  first  parties  of  them  were  carried  off  from  the  shore  to  be  deli- 
red  to  general  Arnold,  balls  of  mud  were  fired  at  them,  and  at  the  last  par-* 
^s,  musKet  balls  • 
The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  foregoing  report,  came  to  the 

1  lowing  resolutions : 

Resolved^  That  all  acts  contrary  to  eood  faith,  the  laws  of  nature,  or  the 
istoms  of  civilized  nations,  done  by  the  officers  or  soldiers  of  his  Britannic 
ajesty,  or  by  foreigners  or  savages  taken  into  his  service,  are  to  be  considered 

done  by  his  orders,  unless  indemnification  be  made,  in  cases  which  admit 
demnification,  and  in  all  other  cases,  unless  immediate  and  effective  measures 
\  taken  by  him,  or  by  his  officers,  for  bringing  (o  condign  punishment  the  au« 
ors,  abettors,  and  perpetrators  of  the  act : 

That  the  plundenng  the  baggaj[;e  of  the  garrison  at  the  Cedars,  stripping 
em  of  their  clothes,  and  delivenng  them  into  the  hands  of  the  savages,  was  a 
each  of  the  capitulation  on  the  pvt  of  the  enemy,  for  which  indemnification 
tght  to  be  demanded : 

That  the  murder  of  the  prisoners  of  war  was  a  gross  and  inhuman  violation 
*  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations :  that  condign  punishment  should  be  inflicted 
1  the  authors,  abettors,  and  peroetrators  of  the.same ;  and  that,  for  this  pur* 
:>se,  it  be  required  that  they  be  delivered  into  our  hands : 

That  the  agreement  entered  into  by  general  Arnold  was  a  mere  sponsion  oa 
IS  part,  be  not  being  invested  with  powers  for  the  disposal  of  prisoners  not  in 
IS  possession,  nor  under  his  direction ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  subject  to  be 
itified  or  annulled,  at  the  discretion  of  this  house : 

That  the  shameful  surrender  of  the  post  at  the  Cedarsi  is  chai|;eable  on  the 
immanding  officer :  that  such  other  of  the  prisoners  as  were  taken  there,  dhew- 
(1  a  willingness  and  desire  to  fisht  the  enemy ;  and  that  major  Sherburne,  and 
le  prisoners  taken  with  him,  wough  their  disparity  of  numbers  was  great, 
)ught  the  enemy  bravely  for  a  considerable  time,  and  surrendered  at  last  but 
n  absolute  necessity :  on  which  consideration,  and  on  which  alone,  it  is  re- 
olved,  that  the  said  sponsion  be  ratified ;  and  that  an  equal  number  of  captives 
rom  the  enemy,  of  the  same  rank  and  condition,  be  restored  to  them,  as  stipu- 
ated  by  the- said  sponsion : 

That,  previous  to  the  delivery  of  the  prisoners  to  be  returned  on  our  part, 
be  British  commander  in  Canaoabe  required  to  deliver  into  our  hands  the  au- 
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thors,  abettors^  and  peq>etrators  of  the  luNrrid  murder  coainitudoiitk]» 
ere,  to  auffer  ftuch  punishment  as  their  crime  deaenres ;  aad  also,  to  luiti 
'  demnification  for  tne  plunder  at  the  Cedars,  taken  contrarj  tothf  futktli 
capitulation;  and  that,  until  such  delivery  and  .indemnification  be  nodt,: 
•aid  prisoners  be  not  deliTered : 

That,  if  the  enemj  shall  commit  anj  further  Tiolences,  by  puttiagtefc 
torturing,  or  otherwise  ill  treating  tiie  prisoners  retained  by  tims,  vs; 
the  hostages  put  into  their  hands,  recourse  be  l^ad  to  retalutTon,  as  ht 
means  of  stopping  the  progress  of  human  butchery;  mhI  that,  for  ^ppi 
punishments  of  Sie  same  kind  and  degree  be  inflicted  oa  an  eqoil  naher 
the  captives  from  them  in  our  possession,  till  they  shall  be  taught  ttre^ 
the  violated  rights  of  nations : 

That  a  copy  of  the  above  report  and  resolutions  be  transmitted  toicn 
mand^  in  chief  of  the  continental  forcesj  to  be  by  him  sent  to  gmenlslt^ 
and  Burgoyne* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jtdg  11, 1T76. 

Sundry  letters*  were  received  and  read,  viz. 

Ose  of  the  9th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersey: 

One  of  the  same  date,  from  the  committee  of  Baston,  and  threefronA? 
prisoners,  desiring  leave  to  come  to  Philadelphia. 

MUstUvedj  That  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  bereftn^ 
the  board  of  war,  who  are  desired  to  report  thereon  as  soon  as  poHibl& 

Eesolvedy  That  Mr.  T.  Matlack  be  directed  to  deliyer  to  Mr.  C.  B« 
deputy  quarter-master  general  for  the  flyine-camp,  such  of  the  cootse 
stores,  in  his  possession,  as -may  be  necessary  for  sud  flying-camp. 

The  general  having  recommended  the  following  genuemen  Is  be  often 
the  two  remaining  rme-companies  of  colonel  Stevenson's  battalioii  <^  ^ 
Tork,  yiz* 


Richaid  Davis,  captain : 
Daaiet  CretMp,  fint-lieuteiniit: 
Kwamn  Tannehili,  •eeoiid4ieatcM< 
Ueniy  Haidmsn,  thnd-lieutcniBt: 


Philemon  Griffith,  captain : 
'Flionias  Ilaasey  JLucket,  fint^eatenant: 
Adarafon  TannehiU,  second>Iieutenaat : 
Ileniy  ilardxnan,  third-lieutenant : 

Mewlvedt  That  they  be  accepted,  and  commissions  granted  to  tki  ^ 
cordinely.  . 

Bemvedf  That  an  order  for  S13  d6liars  and  one-third,  be  drati^r 
treasurers,  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  to  defray  the  exfd^* 
transporting  powder  to  Maryland;  they  to  be  accountable. 
*  Three  petitions,  one  from  major  Melchior,  one  from  John  Doyle,  m^ 
from  Benjamin  Flower,  were  presented  to  Congress*  and  read:. 

Resolved^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  franr  John  Cox  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read:  Wker(<^ 

Resolved^  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  sell  Mr.  Cox  U/<* 
of  powder,  for  the  use  of  the  private  vessel  of  war  by  him  fltted  ost 

A  petition  from  Cox,  Ferman,  and  others,  was  presented  to  Cw^ 
read,  together  with  a  memorial  from  the  committee  of  inspectioB  sin<>^ 
tion  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  recommemfing  their  ctfie<» 
notice  of  Consress ;  Whereupon,  ^ 

Besolvedf  Tliat  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  dispose  of  the  goods  wo^ 
in  their  petition.  .^ 

A  letter  of  the  10th,  from  genmnl  Washington,  and  five  letteis  «  "* 
and  6th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  were  laid  before  Congress,  sndrm*  ^ 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  oonwention  of  ^^.^^jL^, 
referred,  broneht  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  cooaideratioa ;  ^^^"'f^. 

JResolved,  Tliat  a  letter  be  written  to  the  convention  of  NewnJerser,  i^ 
ing  them,«^thaty  as  they  have  not  enclosed  to  Congress^  copes »  f^ 
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^  brigadier-^neral  Uvingston's  letters,  no  judgment  can  be 

ed  by  Congress,  concerning  the  contents  of  them,  until  copies  are  sent;—* 
measures  are  taking  in  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  for  forming  the  flying- 
p  ;— that,  in  the  mean  while,  the  associated  militia  are  marching,  in  great 
bers,  from  Pennsylvania,  for  the  defence  of  New -Jersey  ^— that  ammuni- 
has  been,  and  will  be,  supplied  by  this  Congress,  for  the  defence  of  New^ 
ey ;— that,  with  regard  to  the  pay  of  tiie  mintia.  Congress  will  observe  the 
s  rule  of  conduct  towards  New-Jersey,  as  towards  other  colonies : 
hat  it  be  notified  to  the  convention  of  Virginia,  that  the;  Congress  are  wil-' 
to  take  into  continental  possession,  the  forts  at  the  mouths  of  Wheeling 
the  Great  Kanhaway,  and  the  fort  at  Pittsburg,  now  in  possession  of  that 
ny ;  and  also  to  receive,  on  the  continental  establishment,  the  garrisons  in 
e  forts,  if  the  said  convention  shall  desire  it, 

he  marine  committee  reported,  tliat  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  Congress, 
' '  have  called  before  them,  divers  of  the  inferior  officers,  belonging  to  the 
s  Alfred  and  Columbus,  and  having  heard  their  complaints  against  Sie  cap- 
s,  Saltonstal  and  Whipnle,  in  their  presence,  are  of  opinion,  tiiat  the  oharee 
Dst  captain  Saltonstal  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  to  be  well  found- 
and  that  the  charge  against  captain  Whipple  amounts  to  nothing  more  than 
ugh,  indelicate  mode  of  behaviour  to  his  marine  officers  i  Whereupon, 
esolvedy  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  order  the  captains,  Sal- 
tal  and  Whipple,  to  repair  to  their  respective  commands;  ana  diat  it  be 
m  mended  to  captain  Whipple  to  cultivate  harmony  with  his  officeics* 
r.  Franklin,  one  of  the  commissioners  to  Canada,  laid  before  Congress  an 
mat  of  his  expenditures : 

'esolvidj  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury, 
'he  president  acquainted  Congress,  that  last  evening,  information  was  given 
im,  of  a  conspiracy  or  plot  carrying  on  for  liberating  the  prisoners  in  the 
1  of  Philadelphia,  and  other  evil  designs ;  Whereupon, 
^esohed.  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  and  that  they,  together 
I  the  president,  be  directed  to  make  strict  enquiry  into  die  truth  of  the 
ter ;  and,  if  they  find  the  information  well  eroundeo,  to  take  such  steps  as 
f  shall  judge  prudent  and  effectual,  for  defeating  the  machinations  of  the 
spirators;  anu,  in*  case  of  necessity,  to  call  upoathe  brigadier-general,  or 
tmandine  officer  of  the  associators,  for  the  aid  of  the  military : 
^he  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jeffer^n,  Mr,  Stockton,  Mr.  Gwinnett,  Mr.  Mor- 
and  Mr.  Wilsim. 

^  letter  from  Mr.  Mease  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read ;  Whereupon, 
tesolvedj  That  an  order  for  40,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  iu 
>ur  of  Mr.  Mease,  to  enable  him  to  advance  a  month's  pay  to  the  military 
>ciators  of  Pennsylvania,  ordered  into  New-Jersey,  and  to  those  who  en- 
^  to  form  the  ftjdng-camp;  he  to  be  accountable. 
^he  comnuttee  or  claims  rifsported,  that  there  is  due, 
^o  Thomas  Amor,  for  boarding  general  Lee's  guard  the  sum  of  34  22-90 

ars : 

;*o  colonel  Nelson,  for  expenses  of  an  express*  the  sum  of  4  84-90  dollars: 
i'o  Casper  Miller,  for  provisions,  &€.for  general  Lee's  guard,  the  sum  of 
2r -90  dollars: 

7o  Thomas  Dundas  for  rifles  supplied  colonel  Irwine's  battalion,  the  sum  of 
78-90  dollars  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  charged  to  said  battalion ; 
["o  Joseph  Hewes,  esq.  for  expenses  paid  for  the  carriage,  guard,  &c.  of  pow- 
,  to  North-Carolina,  the  sum  of  660  34-90  dollars : 
fo  Timothy  Matlack,  on  account,  QOO  dollars : 
fo  William  Trickett,  for  stationary,  the  sum  of  204  51-90  dollars  t 
Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid^. 
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The  committee)  to  whom  the  letter  from  Joha  Macpherson,  of  the  3ht  of 
May,  was  referred^  reported. 

That  they  have  examined  Mr.  Macpherson,  respecting  the  contents  of  Us 
letter,  who  alleged,  that  he  had  a  promise  of  hein<^  appointed  commander  ii 
chief  of  the  American  navy,  by  Messrs.  Randolph,  Hopkins  and  J.  Rutledge, 
a  committee  of  Congress  to  whom  he  communicated  an  important  secret,  bit 
tiiat  he  produed  no  evidence  in  support  of  such  allegation  ;  that  they  enquired 
of  Mr.  Hopkins  about  this  promise,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Macpherson,  tod 
that  Mr.  Hopkins  declared  ne  recollected  nothing  of  the  kind :  Whereupon, 

Xesolved^  fhat  the  application  and  request  of  Mr  Macpherson  is  unreason- 
able. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY.  July  12,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read»  viz. 

One  or  the  1 1th,  from  brigadier-geneial  Wooster: 

One  from  Birs.  ConoDy,  and 

One  of  the  10th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersey  : 

Besolvedj  That  the  last  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  8th  of  May  last,  od  the 
instructions  given  to  commodore  Hopkins,  be  discharged  ;  and  t£lat  the  nutters 
to  them  referred,  be  committed  to  the  marine  committee,  who  are  invested  with 
the  same  powers  as  the  committee,  now  discharged,  were  at  their  appointmeDt; 
and  that  the  said  marine  committee  be  directed  to  proceed  to  enquire,  as  well 
how  far  the  said  commodore  has  complied  with  the  instructions  given  him  bj 
the  naval  committee,  as  into  the  complaints  reported  by  the  marine  committee 
on  the  ISth  of  June,  to  have  been  exhibited  against  him. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  claims  of  Mr.  Charles  Walker, 
for  the  hire  and  expenses  of  his  sloop  Endeavour,  and  the  damages  be  htf 
sustained,  in  consequence  of  her  bein^  taken  into  the  service  of  3ie  United 
Colonies,  and  brougtit  from  New«Providence  to  New-London  by  commodore 
Hopkins,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Where- 
upon, 

Besolvedg  That  the  said  sloop  Endeavour  be  restored  to  the  said  Charlei 
Walker,  with  all  her  stores  and  materials,  as  she  came  from  sea^  and  now  lies 
at  New-Londop : 

That  the  sum  of  two  tliousand  dollars*  be  paid  to  the  said  Charles  Walker, 
for  the  hire  of  her,  and  in  lieu  of  all  losses,  damages,  premiums  of  insurance, 
and  expenses  whatever: 

That  the  said  Charles  Walker  be  permitted  to  invest  the  balance  of  the 
said  2000  dollars,  or  what  remains,  after  defraying  his  expenses,  and  pajiag 
for  the  repairs  of  the  put-fit  of  his  vessel,  in  produce,  and  export  the  same. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  articles  of  confederation  brooghtio  > 
draught,  which  was  i^ad :  * 

Ordered,  That  eighty  copies,  and  no  more,  of  the  confederation,  as  broogh* 
in  by  the  committee,  be  immediately  printed,  and  deposited  with  the  secretirji 
who  shall  deliver  one  copy  to  each  member : 

That  the  printer  be  under  oath  to  deliver  all  the  copies,  which  he  shall  pnjj** 
toother  with  the  copy-shefet,  to  the  secretary,  and  not  to  disclose  either  dircctlj 
or  indirectly,  tlie  contents  of  the.  said  confederation :  . 

That  no  member  furnish  any  person  vnth  his  copy,  or  take  any  steps  of 
which  the  said  confederation  may  be  re-printed>  and  that  the  secretary  he  ^' 
,der  the  like  injunction.  .. 

The  coiiimittee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  memorial  of  wcfljj 
rector-general  of  the  American  hospital,  brought  in  their  report,  which  ^^ 
jread: 
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Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Besolwd^  That  Mr.  Hopkinson  be  added  to  the  marine  eommittee  : 

R%solvedt  That  the  secretary  be  empowered  to  employ  an  assistant  clerk. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  the  account  of  Or.  Franklin*  one 
of  the  commissioners  to  Canada,  was  referred,  reported,  that  tiiere  is  due  to 
•aid  Dr.  Franklin,  the  sum  of  1221  13-90  dollars ;  of  which 

560  dollars  to  be  charged  to  bri^dier-general  Arnold  : 

124    do.  advanced  to  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrol Iton,  esq. 

164  do.  and  78-90ths,  paid  for  bedding,  &c.  for  the  use  of  the  commision- 
ers,  and  which  now  remains  deposited  with  the  commissary  of  stores  at  Alba- 
ny, and 

SJSt  dollars  and  dO-QOths,  expended  by  Messrs.  Franklin  and  J.  Carroll,  in 
their  journey  to,  and  from,  and  in,  Canada  : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

The  Congress  being  called  together  on 

SUNDAY,  Ja(^  14, 1776, 

Two  letters  from  general  Washington,  dated  11th  and  12th,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved^  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in 
&vor  of  C.  Biddle,  deputy  ouarter-master  general,  for  the  use  of  the  flyins- 
carop  and  militia  ordered  to  New-Jersey;  he  to  bei accountable  : 

Tnat  Mr.  Biddle  be  directed  to  use  every  method  to  forward  the  flour  at 
Trenton  to  the  places  where  it  is  wanted : 

That  he  be  empowered  to  appoint  an  assistant : 

That  he  be  directed  to  furnish  tents,  camp-kettles,  and  canteens  for  an 
army  of  20,000  men,  including  such  of  those  articles,  as  he  has  received  from 
Mr.  Mease : 

That  he  be  directed  to  employ  one  or  more  armourers  for  the  army  in  New- 
Jersey  : 

lliat  application  be  made  to  the  convention  of  New-Jersey  to  supply  all  the 
lead  they  possibly  can  for  the  flying-camp  and  militia : 

That  application  be  made  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  d^ 
siring  them  to  supply  the  flyine-camp,  and  militia,  in  New-Jersey,  with  as 
many  musket  cartridges,  well  bsUled,  as  they  can  possibly  spare*; 

That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  supply  the  committee  of  safety  of 
Pennsylvania,  >rith  a  quantity  of  powder,  equal  to  that  spared  to  the  continent 
IB  cartridges: 

That  an  express  be  sent  to  overtake  tlie  powder- wagons  gone  to  Virg^nia^  with 
a  letter  to  colonel  F.  Lewis,  desiring  him  to  send  in  the  return- wagons,  all  the 
lead  he  can  collect  at  Fredericksburg : 

That  the  committee,  or  council  of  safety  of  Virginia,  be  requested  to  send  to 
Philadelphia,  by  the  return  of  the  wagons>  as  mucn  of  the  lead  they  now  have 
at  Williamsbttrgh,  as  they  can  spare,  and  to  order  from  the  mbes  15  or  20 
tons  more  of  lead  to  Philadelphia,  as  soon  as  possible : 

That  a  letteivbe  written  to  die  commanding  officer  in  New-Jersey,  to  mardi 
such  of  the  militia,  and  flying-camp,  to  Brunswick  or  other  places  in  New^er- 
sey,  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  and  most  coaduciye  to  the  public  service  ; 
provided  thatthis  does  not  interfere  with  any  prior  directions  of  general  Wash* 
incton : 

That  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested,  immediately, 
to  order  to  the  several  places  of  their  destination,  all  the  British  officer^, 
prisoners,  in  this  city :  their  wives  not  to  be  desired  to  ^  until  the  weather  U 
more  suitable ; 

Vot.  l»  52 
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That  the  commanding  officer  in  Pennsjlvania  be  desired  to  issae  fresb  or- 
,  ders>  and  exert  himself,  to  forward  the  immediate  march  of  the  militia  to 
New -Jersey :  The  service  requiring  their  being  immediately  embodied,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  advices  received  by  eipress  from  general  Washington : 

That  the  depaty  qaarter-master-general  be  directed  to  request  the  uie  of 
some  house  of  public  worship,  to  cover  the  troops  during  their  short  stay  in 
^  this  city. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow* 

-MONDAY,  July  15,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz. 
I    One  from  Mr.  J.  Jay,  of  the  6th,  enclosing  a  memorial  from  Samuel  Tredwell 
Pell,  of  the  manor  of  Pelham  : 

One  from  the  committee  of  Lancaster,  of  tiie  1 1th : 

One  from  the  committee  of  Reading,  of  the  13th  ;  and. 

Two  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  of  the  11th,  with  sundry  papers  en- 
closed ;  among  which  were  the  following  resolutions : 

"  In  cokvention  of  the  represemtatives  of  the  state  of  New -York, 

•*  fFhiie-Plains,  July  9, 1776. 

"  Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress for  declaring  the  United  Colonies  Free  and  Independent  States,  are 
cogent  and  conclusive ;  and,  that  while  we  lament  the  cruef  necessity  which 


Congress,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  concert  and  adopt  all  wA 
measures  as  they  may  deem  conducive  to  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  toe 
United  States  of  America. 

*^  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

'*  ROBERT  BENSON,  Secr«terj." 

Resolved,  That  the  letters  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  with  the  papers 
enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war :  . 

That  the  general^s  letters  of  the  10th,  11th,  and  12th,  b^  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  case  of  the  officers  ordered  from  New  Jersey  to  PW^- 
sylvania,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  tliat  they  be  directed  to  eiiro*^^ 
into  the  conduct  of  said  officers,  and  their  servants;  and  to  order  them  tosacn 
places,  and  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner,  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

Resolved',  That  the  sum  of  55  dolUrs  be  paid  to  major  Henry  Sherburne,  fj 
his  expenses  from  the  6th  of  June,  the  time  he  left  Canada,  to  this  day,  ^ 
a  farther  allowance  of  eight  days  expenses  to  join  his  regiment.  .    . 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  elected  for  the  board  of  treasury,  m  tae 
room  of  two  who  are  absent. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  P.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Read.  ^ 

A  letter  from  an  officer  of  colonel  Hazen's  battalign,  was  laid  before  ten- 
gress,  and  read.  .    - 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  miscarriages  m  ^ 
^ada.  ,. 

A  petition  and  memorial  of  captain  James  Ross,  was  received  and  rcaaJ 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims.  -  y^.. 

Resolvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  Patrick  Henry,  esq.  governor  ^'^, 
^nia,  to  give  orders  for  manning  and  sending;  to  sea,  under  convoy,  the  ongw 
tine  Fanny,  captain  Tokely,  which  is  loaded  on  account  of  the  ^?^^^,{j[^. 
'  Resolved^  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  a  member  from  Virginiai  **7^ 
land,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania  and  New-Jersey,  be  appointed  to  consiw 
propriety  and  means  ot  augmenting  the  flying  camp: 
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L'lie  members  chosen.  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Stone.  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Morton,  and 
*.  Stockton. 

^esolved^  That  the  .battalion  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers,  be 
sed  in  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Bedford,  in  the  following  proper* 
ns,  to  wit :  seven  companies  in  Westmoreland,  and  one  company  in  Bedford : 
That  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  several  companies,  oe  appointed  by 
committee  of  the  c6unty  in  which  they  are  to  be  raised. 
Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  the  field  officers  of  the 
rman  battalion. 

Resolved,  That  a  chief  physician  be  appointed  for  the  flying  camp,  and  that 
pay  be  four  dollars  a  day : 
The  ballots  being  taken  and  exanuned, 
)octor  William  Shippen,  jun.  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  a  commissary  of  military 
res,  and  a  deputy  adjutant-gener^  for  the  flying  camp. 
Resolvtdj  lliat  Thursday  morning  be  assigned  tor  taking  into  consideration 
report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

^esolvedj  That  Alexander  M^Donnald,  son  of  captain  M'Donnald,  be  liberated 
his  parole,  and  allowed  to  reside  with  his  father. 
I  petition  from  John  Hannum,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read. 
Resolved,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  be  r^- 
:ed  to  the  secret  committee. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Jidg  16,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz. 
3ne  from  general  Washington,  of  the  14th : 
3ae  from  brigadier-general  Sullivan,  of  the  2d,  from  Crown-Point : 
)ne  from  the  committee  of  Lancaster,  of  the  ISth : 
)ne  fix>m  Samuel  Blackd^,  of  the  16th : 

lesolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  be  referred  to  the  board 
Mar: 

That  Samuel  Blackden  be  referred  to  the  deputy  pay-master  and  deputy 
imissary-generalinthe  northern  department. 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  desired  to  lodge  ponvder  with  such 
ions  as  he  q^y  think  proper,  for  the  use  of  such  parts  of  the  state  of  New- 
k,  as  he  may  apprehend  exposed  to  danger,  and  that  the  commanding  officer 
S[ew-Jersey  c^  the  same  in  that  colony ;  and  that  general  Washington,  and 
said  commanding  officer  in  New-Jersey,  be  empowered  to  draw,  from  the 
Is  of  Messrs.  Wisner,  Livingston  and  Ford,  any  powder  which  may  be  re- 
site  for  these  purposes,  or  for  the  use  of  their  respective  camps, 
"he  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration: 
lereupon, 

lesolved.  That  there  be  ap|ibinted,  by  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regt- 
it  in  the  continental  army,  a  seijeant-major,  ouarter-master  s^ijeant,  drum-> 
or  and  fife-major,  who  shall  respectively  hold  no  other  appointment  but 
(6  before  mentioned,  ai\d  that  their  P&y  d®  one  dollar  a  month  each,  mor^ 
1  that  allowed  to  a  seijeant,  drum  or  fife  in  said  regiment: 
!*hat  a  warrant  be  made  out  to  John  Dovle,  ta  be  a  captain  of  a  company  of 
iinen  to  be  raised  for  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress; 
commission  to  be  given  him  as  soon  as  his  company  is  full : 
7hat  a  pay-master  be  appointed  to  each  rej^ment  in  the  army  of  the  United 
tes,  with  a  salary  of  26  aollars  and  two-tlurds  a  month. 
That  tiie  application  to  Congress  from  Mr.  Rowland  Chambers,  desiring  to 
ippointed  pay-master  to  the  New^Jersey  troops  at  New-York,  cannot  be 
iplied  with,  as  such  an  appointment  would  interfere  with  the  duty  of  the 
-master  general^  within  whose  department  it  properly  lies  r 
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Tbftt  half  a  dollar  a  week  be  alidwed  te.eaeh  oC  the  Ceaiieetievt  liclit  iMtse, 
who  hare  joined  the  armj  at  New- York,  for  the  maintenance  of  his  horse,  kt 
80  loB|;  time,  onl^,  as  the  general  shall  tUak  it  necessary  for  siKih  horse  to  csn- 
tinue  in  the  service : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  take  crery  possible  precantion  io  cleanic 
th^  army,  vnder  his  command,  from  the  infection  of  the  wnmll  p«x : 

That  It  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Pennsylraniat  now  sitting,  tt 
take  ancb  measdtes  as  they  i;iay  judge  proper  and  neoesaary,  for  procuriag  as 
much  lead ,  within  that  state,  as  can  be  obtained  for  the  supply  of  the  flying-camp : 

That  three  commisuoners  be  appointed  by  Congress,  to  nefiair,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  to  New-York,  there  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  commiaoarT-gciieriii 
quarter-master  general,  and  director-general  of  the  hospital,  aad  all  other  ac- 
counts of  the  army ;  the  said  commissioners  to  take  an  oath  for  the  Cntfafol 
oiecUtiefl  of  their  trust : 

That  three  commiaaoners  be  appointed,  for  the  like  parposes,  in  the  nortli- 
om  anAy: 

That  ^neral  Washington  be  informed^  that  the  bounty  granted  by  the  reso* 
lution  ^Congress  4f  the  26th  of  June,  was  intend^  as  a  general  relation, 
and  to  extendto  all  such  men,  now  in  the  continental  service,  and  aO  otben^ 
who  will  inliftt  for  the  tenli  of  three  years,  to  be  computed  from  and  after  the 
osimrtition  of  the  term  of  their  present  ialistment. 

jResolved,  That  Monsieur  fcirmovan  be  appointed  an  engineer  in  the  eoiiti' 
nental  service,  with  the  pay  of  60  dollars  a  month,  and  the  rank  of  lieetesiDt- 
colonel: 

That  he  be  ordered  immediately  to  repair  to  New-Jersey,  and  put  hioseli 
-under  the  command  of  the  officer  commanding  the  flyitig-camp. 

Resolved^  That  Kchard  Humptoa  be  employed  in  the  continental  sertlce, 
with  the  iHiik  and  pay  of  lieutenant-colonel : 

That  Samuel  Dawson  be  employed  in  the  continental  service,  with  the  rink 
and  pay  of  captain : 

That  they  oe  ordered  to  repair  imibediately  to  New  Jersey,  and  pot  tb«n- 
selves  under  the  command  of  the  officer  commanding  the  flyine-camp. 

Bespltedi  That  general  Washington  be  desired  to  call  to  his  assistance,  at 
New-York,  two  thousand  of  the  men  who  have  marched  into  New-Jersey  to 
Ibrm  the  ^riiig'Camn;  and  that  the  convention  o(  New-Jersey  be  reqoefted 
hnnkediately  to  supply  their  places  with  an  equal  number  of  the  militia  of  t^ 
states  that  letters  be  writteti  to  the  states  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  Connecticit 
and  New^Jersey,  setting  forth  the  situation  of  our  afiairs  in  the  New- York  de* 
TOuiment,  and  pressing  them  immediately  to  comply  with  the  requisition  w 
i/tngress  of  the  dd  of  June : 

Inat  the  situatkm  of  our  army  at  New -York  be  pointed  out  to  the  state  ft 
Connecticut ;  and  that  it  be  earnest!  v  recommend^  to  th^  state,  immediate)/ 
to  send  all  the  militia  thereof,  which  can  be  spared,  into  New-York,  to  reia- 
lorce  the  army  there,  itnd  continue  in  service  until  the  [nt»portions  reqse^ 
<if  the  several  states  shall  arrive. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissarv  of  military  stores 
fW  the  ftying-camp  i  and«  the  ballots  being  taken,  Benjamin  Flower,  esq.  ^^ 
elected. 

A  letter  frotn  S.  Chase,  ^^  of  the  Sth^  vras  \sid  before  Congress,  and  read- 

£e8oh$d,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  petition  of  Mr.  Mentges,  rea^ 
the  l£th,  be  referred  to  die  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland. 

A  petition  from  captain  Benedict  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  reaa'f 
Whereupon,  . 

Besolvedy  Thfct  a  copy  of  said  petition  be  sent  to  general  Schuyler,  and  that 
he  be  desired  to  order  the  accounts  of  captain  Benedict  to  be  settled  and  f»^i 
•r  to  inform  Congress  of  the  reasons  why  payment  oaj^t  to  be  withheld. 
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esolt^edj  That  Mr^  Wian^r  be  empowered  to  employ  a  proper  person  to 

ufactare  gnn-flinta. 

.djoumed  to  nine  o'clock  to*morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  17,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  eecret  committee  be  directed  immediately  to  deliver  to 

.  J  •  Mease,  half  a  ton  of  saltpetre,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  colonel  Moy ' 

,  quarter-master  general. 

iundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  tiz. 

^e  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  dated  the  12th,  with  sundry  papers 

losed,  .which  were  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

Ine  from  brigadier-general  Webster; 

Ine,  of  the  11th,  from  Richard  Ellis;  and, 

>ne  of  the  15th,  from  Carpenter  Wharton. 

^e9olv^s  That  an  order  nir  15,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  ii) 

or  of  Carpenter  Wharton;  he  to  be  accountable. 

rhe  boara  rfwar,  to  whom  the  letter  of  general  Washington,  of  the  14th, 

s  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  whicn  was  taken  into  consideration; 

Kereapon, 

ffesolved^  That  seneral  Washineton,  in  refusing  to  receive  a  letter  said  to 

sent  from  lord  Howe,  addressee!  to  **  George  Washington,  eso."  acted  with 

iignity  becoming  his  station ;  and,  therefore,  this  Congress  do  highly  ap- 

»ve  tlie  same;  and  do  direct,  that  no  lettei^  or  message  pe  received,  on  any 

:^sion  whatsoever,  from  the  enemy,  by  the  commander  in  chief,  or  others, 

i  commanders  of  the  American  army,  but  such  as  shall  be  directed  to  them 

the  characters  they  respectively  sustain. 

The  i^sident  informed  Congress,  that  he  had  been  under  the  disagreeable 

cessity  of  committing  captain  Gramble  to  prison,  on  account  of  his  ul-beha- 

mr;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of 

ptain  Gamble,  since  he  was  made  prisoner  of  war,  and  report  specially  to 

tin^ress. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  me* 

orial  of  the  director-general  of  the  American  hospital ;  Whereupon, 

Mesohed,  That  the  number  of  hospital  surgeons  and  mates  be  increased,  in 

oportion  to  the  augmentation  of  the  army,  not  exceeding  one  surgeon  and  five 

Bites  to  every  five  Siousand  men,  to  be  reduced  when  the  army  is  reduced,  or 

Ke  n  there  is  no  further  occasion  for  such  a  number : 

That  as  many  persons  be  employed  in  the  several  hospitals,  in  quality,  of 
ore-keepers,  stewards,  managers,  and  nurses,  as  are  necessary  for  the  ser- 
ce,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  appointed  by  the  directors  of  the  respective  hos- 
tals : 

That  the  several  regimental  chests  of  medicines,  and  chirurgical  instru- 
ments, which  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be,  in  the  possession  of  (he  regimental 
irgeons,  be  subject  to  the  inspection  and  enquiry  of  the  respective  directors  of 
Dspitals,  and  the  director-general ;  and  that  the  said  regimental  surgeons 
iall»  from  time  to  time,  when  thereto  required,  render  account  of  the  said  me- 
icinesaml  instruments  to  the  said  director,  or  if  there  be  no  director  in  any 
articular  department,  to  the  director  general ;  the  said  accounts  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  director-general,  and  by  him  to  this  Congress  ;  and  the  medicines 
fii\  instruments  Hot  used  by  any  regimental  surgeon,  to  be  returned  when  the 
egiment  is  reduced,  to  liie  respective  directors,  and  an  account  thereof  by 
hem  rendered  to  the  direetor-general,  and  by  him  to  this  Congress : 

That  the  several  directors  of  hospitals,  in  the  several  departments,  and  the 
epmental  surgeons,  where  there  is  no  director,  shall  transmit  to  the  director- 
risherai  regular  returns  of  the  number  of  surgeons'  mates,  and  other  officers  em- 
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plojed  uader  them,  their  names  and  pay ;  also,  an  accoiint  of  the  expenses  tod 
rarniture  of  the  hospital  under  their  direction  ;  and  that  the  director>genenl 
make  report  of  the  same,  from  time  to  tisie,  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  dus 
Confess :  ^ 

That  the  several  regimental  and  hospital  surgeons,  in  the  several  depart- 
ments, make  weekly  returns  of  the  ^ck  to  the  respective  directors  in  their  de* 
partments : 

That  no  r^mental  surgeon  be  allowed  to  draw  npon  the  hospital  of  his  de- 
partment,  for  any  stores  except  medicines  and  instruments  ;  and  that,  when  any 
sick  person  shall  require  other  stores,  thej  shall  be  received  into  the  said  hos- 
jHtal,  and  the  rations  of  the  said  sick  persons  be  stopped,  so  long  as  thej  areb 
the  said  hospital ;  and  that  the  directors  of  the  several  hospitals  report  to  the 
commissary  the  names  of  the  sick,  when  received  into,  and  when  discharged 
from  the  hospital,  and  make  a  like  return  to  the  board  of  treasury : 

That  all  extra  expenses  for  bandages,  old  linen,  and  other  articles  neeesury 
for  the  service,  incurred  by  any  re^mental  surgeon,  be  paid  by  tiie  director  of 
that  department,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commander  thereof: 

Tliat  no  more  medicines  oelon^ng  to  the  continent  be  disposed  of,  till  hr- 
ifaer  order  of  Congress  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  hospital-surgeons  be  increased  to  one  dollar  and  two- 
thirds  of  a  dollar  by  the  day ;  the  pay  of  the  hospital  mates  to  one  dollar  by  tk 
day;  and  the  pay  of  the  hospital  apothecary  to  one  dollar  and  two-thirds  oft 
dollar  by  the  day ;  and  that  toe  hospital  surgeons  and  mates  take  rank  of  regi- 
mental surgeons  and  mates : 

That  the  director-general,  and  the  several  directors  of  hospitals,  be  anpow- 
ered  to  purchase,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commander  of  the  respective  d^ 
partments,  medicines,  and  instruments  for  tlie  use  of  their  respective  Ifcspitab, 
and  draw  upon  the  pay-master  for  the  same,  and  make  report  of  such  purchasei 
to  Confess. 

Resolved,  That  Nicholas  Hauseigger  be  colonel ;  George  Strieker,  lieuteoafit- 
colonel ;  Ludewick  Wiitner,  major  of  the  German  battuion. 

Resolved,  That  another  company  be  added  to  the  German  battalion : 
That  David  Wei  per  be  appointed  captain  of  said  companv. 
Resolved,  That  Samuel  Brady  be  first  lieutenant,  Wiiriam''M'Murray,  secooi 
lieutenant,  Henry  Fortney,  third  lieutenant,  of  captain  Doyle's  independent 
rifle  company.  - 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  ^he  election  of  a  deputy  pay -master  general  m 
the  flying  camp ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
Richard  Dallam,  esq.  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Small  wood,  from  Maryland,  be  ordered  to  repair, « 
soon  'as  possible,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  to  New- York,  and  p 
himself  under  the  command  of  the  general :  r 

That  the  general  be  informed  that  these  troops  are  to  be  considereil  as  partoi 
the  two  thousand  which  he  was  empowered  to  call  to  his  assistance  from  w* 
flying-camp,  by  the  resolution  passea  yesterday.  . 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  convention  of  ^^^'.^ 
sey,  to  cause  all  the  stock  on  the  sea-coast,  which  they  shall  apprehend  to  w 
in  ilan|;er  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  to-be  immediately  rcmoTeo. 
and  dnven  back  into  the  country  to  a  place  of  security.  j 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  Uiree  be  appointed  to  revise  the  joarnal*  »» 
direct  what  parts  ought  to  be  published : 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Lynch,  jun.  and  Mr.  Hoi*inw>": 
A  petition  from  Jean  Baptista  de  Vidal,  of  Canada,  was  presented  to  ^^' 
gress,  and  read  :  . 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that  they^,^*^] 
ed  to  enquire  into  the  character  of  the  petitioner,  and  all  others  in  sinw**^  ^ 
cumstanccs,  applying  for  relief,  and  re[>ort  thereon  to  Congress : 
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he  members  chosen,  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Heyward.  Mr*  Chase  and 
Walton.  * 

tesolved,  Th^t  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Morris,  be  a  commit* 
to  bring  m  a  resolution  for  subjecting  to  confiscation  the  property  of  the  sub- 
is  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  particularly  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
tish  West  Indies,  taken  on  the  high  seas,  gr  between  high  and  low-water 

"he  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 

5S  and  orders  for  the  goyemment  of  the  house  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  rules  be  obseryed : 

.   So  soon  as  nine  states  are  present,  that  the  Congress  proceed  to  business. 

.  No  member  shall  depart  from  the  senrice  of  the  house,  without  permission 

Jie  Congress,  or  order  from  his  constituents.  •      . 

•  ^^  member  shall  read  any  printed  paper  in  the  house  during  the  sitting 
reef,  without  leave  of  the  Congress.  ^  ^» 
[.  When  the  house  is  sitting,  no  member  shall  speak  io  another,  so  as  to 
irrupt  any  member  who  may  be  speaking  in  the  debate. 

;.  Evei7  member,  when  he  speaks    shall  rise  from  his  seat,  and  addresi 
iself  to  the  chair,  and  when  he  has  finished,  shall  sit  do^n  again. 
P.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  in  any  one  debate,  without  leaye 
the  house. 

'.  When  two  membets  rise  together,  the  president  shall  name  the  person  to ' 

U  No  motion  shall  be  debated,  until  the  same  be  seconded. 
^•.}^*^^P  a  motion  shall  be  made,  and  seconded,  it  shall  be  reduced  to  writ- 
.if  desired  bjr  the  president  or  any  member,  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and 
id  by  the  president,  before  the  same  shall  be  allowed  to  be  debated 

10.  When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  the  matter  of  the  motion  shall 
eive  a  determination  by  the  question,  or  be  laid  aside,  by  general  consent, 
postooned  by  the  previous  question,  before  any  other  motion  be  received 

11.  If  a  question  ma  debate  contain  more  parts  than  one,  any  member 
.y  have  the  same  divided  into  as  many  questions  as  parts. 

12.  No  person  shall  be  apjjointed  to  any  oflice  of  profit,  unless  he  shall  have 
5  consent  of  seven  states,  nor  shall  any  ballots  be  counted,  unless  the  nerson 

•  whom  the  ballots  shall  be  given,  be  first  named  to  the  house,  before  the  bal- 
ing be  gone  into. 

Adjourned  to  nineH'cloek  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Juty  i8,  1776. 

The  delegates  from  Maryland  laid  before  Congress  the  credentials  of  anew 
pointment  made  by  their  convention,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

"  In  Convention,  Annapolis,  July  4, 1776. 

"  ?^^Ji^f>^^^  *^  honorable  Matthew  Tilghman,  esq.  and  Thomas  John- 
n,  jun.  William  Paca,  Samuel  Chase,^  Tlionias  Stone,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Car- 
llton,  and  Robert  Alexander,  esqrs.'or  a  majority  of  them,  or  of  any  three 
more  of  them,  be  deputies  to  represent  this  colony  in  Congress,  in  as  full 
i\  ample  manner  as  the  deputies  of  this  colony  might  have  done  under  any 

S ointment  heretofore  made,  until  the  next  convention   shall  make  farther 
er  therein.    Extract  from  the  minutes  : 

G.  DUVALL,  Clerk.  '> 
A  letter  from  general  Wahington,  of  the  15th,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and 
ad  ;.also,  sundry  intercepted  letters  from  lord  Howe  to  governors  Franklin 
8nn,Eden,  Dunmore,  Martin  and  Wright,  together  mth  sundry  letters  to 
vera!  pnvate  persons : 
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Besolvedy  That  these  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three^  and  that 
they  be  directed  .to  examine  the  private  letters,  and  deliver  to  the  persons 
io  whom  directed,  such  of  aaid  letters  as  contain  nothing  but  private  matters. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  Carroll. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  sundry  despatches 
frfNB  general  Schuyler; 

Also,  a  letter  ofthe  l6th,  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  were  received  id 
read: 

Resolved^  That  these  be  referred  to  the  board' of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  14th,  from  the  committee  of  inspection  for  the  conntj  of 
Cumberland,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  ihe  sum  of  2,600  dollars  be  sent  to  the  committee  of 
inspection  and  observation  for  die  county  of  Cumberland,  for  tiie  use  of  the 
troops  raising  in  that  county  for  th^  flying-camp ;  the  said  committee  to  be 
accountable. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war: 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  CarroU. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to  be  entered  into 
with  foreign  states  or  Kingdoms,  brought  in  a  report^  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table.  f 

Resolved  J  That  the  draught  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  for  two  thousand  doilin,oi 
«;ccountof  blankets,  purchased  by  order  of  Congress  for  the  continental  troop 
in  Virginia,  be  paid,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  said  Ephraim  Blaine. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  of  Pennsylvania  be  informed,  that  the  Con- 

{;res8  have  agreed  to  the  raising  of  abattanon  in  the  counties  of  Westmore* 
and  and  Bedford,  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers,  and  that  thej  be 
requested  immediately  to  recommend  proper  persons  to  Congress  for  field 
Officers  for  said  battalion. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  coq- 
tract  for  the  making  cannon : 
The  members  chosen^  Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  Ileyward. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Jaiy  19,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  colonel  Kirmovan ;  he  to  be 
accountable.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  for  400  dollafs,  oa'^Ae  treasurers,  in  d^^ 
of  David  S.  Franks,  in  full  of  brigadier-general  D.  Wooster's  draught,  m  hi« 
fav6r,  on  Jonathan  Trumbull,  dated  at  Chambly,  the  SOth  of  May,  irr6. 

Resolvedy  That  the  subaltern  officers  of  the  German  battalion,  do  not  rtok 
from  the  dates  of  their  commissions,  but  that  their  ranks  be  established  here- 
after by  Congress. 

The  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  Kaying  recommended  Frederick 
Rowlws^n,  Peter  Boyer,  William  Rice,  and  Jacob  Bower,  for  first  lieutenMte: 
George  Shaffer,  George  Hawbecker,  John  Landenberger,  and  Frederick  Yeiser, 
for  second  lieutenants :  John  Weidman,  Christian  Helm,  Christian  Godfneu 
Swartz,  and  Jacob  Cramer,  for  ensigns  of  the  four  German  companies  raising 
in  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted^  and  that  commissions  be  granted  to  theffl 
accordingly.  ,    ^ 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  seneral  Schuyler  be  desired  to  enquire  into  the  compl«p» 
of  the  soldiers  un<fer  his  command,  and  give  strict  orders,  that  no  higher  P^ 
be  charged  for  the  goods  furnished  to  the  soldiers,  than  the  first  cost  of  tM»i 
and  five  per  cent,  for  charge? : 
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lat  the  resolutioii  of  Congress,  prohibiting  any  officer  from  holding  more 
ts  than  one,  be  sent  to  general  Schuyler:  ^ 

tiat  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler,  requesting  him  to  recommend, 
fe  strongest  terms,  harmony  between  the  <Acers  and  troops  of  the  different 
IS ;  to  discountenance  and  suppress  all  provincial  reflections  and  ungene- 
jealousies  of  every  kind,  ancl  to  promote,  by  every  possible  means^  disci- 
e,  order,  and  zeal  in  the  public  service. 

esolved.  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  io  the  convention  of  Pennsyl* 
a,  to  hasten,  with  all  possible  expedition,  the  march  of  the  associators  into 
V- Jersey,  agreeable  to  a  former  request  of  Congress. 
esolvea.  That  the  delegates  of  Maryland  be  directed  to  inform  the  com- 
iding  officer  of  the  Maryland  troops,  that  Congress  expect  he  will  imme? 
ely  march  with  his  troops  to  New-York. 

*he  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  resolution  for  subjecting  to  confisca- 
the  property  of  the  subjects  of  Oceat-Britain,  &c.  brought  in  the  saine, 
ch  'was  read : 

hrdered.  To  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration 
Monday  next. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  adjutant-general  for  the 
Qg-camp;  and  the  ballots  beine  taken, 
lamuel  Griffin,  esq.  was  elected. 

?e6olvedf  That  i/Lr*  Griffin,  as  deputy  adjutant-general,  have  the  rank  of 
>nel.  I 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the.  miscarriages  in 
iada,brouriit  in  a  report,  which  was  r^d: 
'>rdered.  To  lie  on  the  table. 
Resolved^  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 
The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  lord  Howe  to  Mr.  Franklin, 
.  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
hereupon. 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  the  circular  letters,  and  the  declaration  enclosed 
m  lord  Howe  to  Mr.  William  Franklin,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Eden,  lord  Dun- 
re,  Mr.  Martin,  and  sir  James  Wright,  which  were  sent  to  Amboy,  by  a  flag, 
i  forwarded  to  Coneress  by  generalWashington,  be  published  in  the  several 
Eettes,  that  the  good  people  of  these  United  States  may  be  informed  of  what 
ture  are  the  commissioners,  and  what  the  terms,  with  expectation  of  which, 
i  insidious  court  of  Britain  has  endeavored  to  amuse  and  disarm  them,  and 
ftt  the  few,  who  still  remain  suspended  by  a  hope  founded  either  in  the  justice 
moderation  of  their  late  king,  may  now,  at  length,  be  convinced,  that  the 
ior  alone  of  their  country  is  to  save  its  liberties. 

The  Confess  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioners  for  settiiog  the 
counts  of  r^ew-Vork ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 
Mr.  Wro.  Dennine,  Mr.  Thos.  Smith,  and  Mr.  James  Stevenson,  were  elected. 
A  letter  of  the  2d,  from  general  Lee  at  Charleston,  enclosing  sund^  4>a« 
irs,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read :  .    ^ 

Ordendt  That  an  extract  of  general  Lee's  letter  be  published. 
Besolvtdt  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the  nmking  cannon, 
3  empowered  to  contract  with  Messra.  Hughes  for  one  thousand  tons  of  can» 
on,  on  the  terms  by  them  proposed. 

SeBolvei,  That  tlie  paper  makere  in  Pennsylvania  be  excused  from  proceed- 
ig  with  the  associatora  to  New-Jeney. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow;  m 

SATURDAY,  July  20,  1776. 

Resolvd,  That  the  letter  from  general  Lee,  with  the  papera  enclosedi  which 
;ere  received  and  read  yesterday,  be  referred  to  the  boara  of  war.  • 
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Besohed,  That  the  tdaoksef  the  United  States  of  America. be  giTen  to  na- 
jor-general  Lee>  colonel  William  Moultrie,  colonel  WiUiam  ThemMea,  ui 
iheeflteera  and  soldiers  under  their  cointnaiid^  who,  on  the  Mik  of  June  list, 
tepalsed,  with'  so  much  Talorythe  attack  which  was  made  that  daj  ou  the  stite 
of  donth-CaroUna,  by  the  fleet  and  armj  of  his  Britannio  BAajesty : 

That  Mn  President  transmit  the  foregoing  resolution  to  general  Lee,  colosd 
Moultrie  and  colonel  William  Thompson. 

A  f^etttion  and  memorial  of  tlonsieor  Peliasier  was  presented  to  Coniptss, 
indtread: 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war« 

The  ci^mmittee  ^ppmnted  to  settle  a  cartel  for  the  e3Dchange  of  priioiiers, 
bHmght  in  theip  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  same  be  taken  into  contidentioa 
oft  Monday  next 

The  eonventioii'  o^PennsyWania' having  directed  the  ocnnmon  prisoners  tube 
removed  from  the  new  ^ol  to  the  old,  and  the  said  new  gaol  to  be  given  optf 
^  CiMgress  for  the  use  of  the  state  priBoners» 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Jewel  be  appointed  keeper  of  the  said  new  giol,  ui 
Aat  he  take  cDustody  of  the  prisoners  committed  to  his  charge. 

Resolved,  That  tne  plan  of  treaties  be  printed  fbr  die  use  of  the  nienltiSi 
under  the  restrictions  and  relations  prescribed  fbr  printing  the  plan  of  coo- 
)Mera6on  i'  atid  Aat^  ill  the  printed  copy,  the  names  of  persons,  placet  and 
states,  be  omitted. 

•  Meaolvedi  That  brigadier^general  Ijowis  be  directed  to  forward  to  Sooth- 
Carolina,  the  whole  five  tons  of  powcter  seat  to  him  for  the  use  of  yifgiaitaBd 
South-Carolina. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  3000  dellars,  part  of  the  lefiCfO  dollars  voted  for 
the  c^mmisittnem  of  Indian  affairs  ih  the  middle  departaaenr,  be  advanced  to 
Mr.  J.  WitMMi,  td  be  by  him  forwarded  to  the  oommiseioners  appointed  tD«t- 
tend  the  treaty  at  Pittsburg.  . 

Resohedi,  lliat  the  sum  of  310  dollars  be  adtnnced  to  the  captaia  of  the 

Sari  who  is  to  escort  the  prisoners  from  New-Jersey  to  the  place  of  wf 
stiAatibn^  in  order  to  deAny  expenses ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brsught  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  oomideritioB: 
'Whereupon^ 

Resolved^  Tfn^  a  brevet  commisfl^on  of  lieutenant-colonel  be  grsn^  ^ 
Mens;  Jaque  Antoine  de  FVanchessin,  a  kfiisht  of  the  order  of  St  Louis,  tn  ex- 
perienced officer  in-  itie  French  service,  and  who  is  well  recommended  is  lot- 
Ibrs  from  abroad;  atfd  that  he  be  ordered  to  join  the  flyi«ig-camp.  ^ 

.  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Senter  be  recommended  to  Dr.  Morgan ;  who  is  dearoa 
to  examine  him ;  and  if,  upon  examinatien,  he  be  found  qualified,  to  emptoj 
him  in  the  hospital  as  a  surgeoA. 

A  lietter  dPlfre  19th,  from  general  XVMiington,  enclosing  sundry  papers ;  «w» 

A  t^tter  of  the  13th^  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  a  list  of  the  csddob  » 
New-London,  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read.  . 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  quarter-master  wenerai  ft>r  the  flying-c«np>  w 
directed  tb  deliter  to  colonel  SmaNwood,  fbr  3ie  use  of  the  Maryland  troop^ 
sach  neoessariee,  ixt  his  poo6csoian»  beloi^ng  to  the  continent,  sb  ihe'^ 
troops  may  want. 

tW  dehigatds  of  Pennsytvesua  produced  credentials  of  a  new  aj 
ment,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

**  In  ooNVEimoN  for  the  statb  of  Pennsylvania,  Saturday,  Julf  ^^>  ^^  ' 
•*  The  house  met  according  to  adjournment ;  when,  according  to  the  orfer 
ef  the  day,  they  immediately  proceeded  to  the  election  of  delegates  to  9^ 
in  the  ContiQcntal  Congress ;  and  chose  for  that  service^  Dr.  Benjamin  FrwT 
lin,  colonel  George  Ross,  George  Clymer,  esq.  Robert  Morris,  esq.  coiw"' 
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J^mes  Wil8QA«  John  Morton,  ^.  Dr.  Jle^iapua  Su^»  cologel  Jasiuea  Siiutti> 
and  George  Tajlor,  esq. 

**  True  extract  from  the  aufiwiteSy 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Secretary:' 

Resolved^  That  colonel  Hazlet  be  ordered  to  inarch  immediately  with  his 
batt^yion,  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  the  further  ordehi  of  Congipess. 

9es99md^  Tha^t  the  sum  of  200,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  deputy  pajr-nMtel* 
general  for  Vir^ia ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  convention  of  Pennsylvania,  having  recommended  gentlemen  for  ield- 
officers  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  4>f  tbe  westerii 
frontiers,  Coni^reis  proceeded  t%  the  election^  when, 

Eneas  M'Coy  was  elected  colonel  $  Oeorge  Wkson,  lieutenaiit-celond^ 
itiehard  Butler,  mi^r. 

ResoUxdy  That  the  sum  of  16,500  dollars  foe  advanced  te  colonel  M'Cejf', 
ffvr  the  bounty  and  expense  of  raising  said  battalion  ;  he  to  lie  accouhtable. 

John  Boyd  was  elected  pay-master  to  said  battaKoo. 

The  <^oumiittee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  captain  Dundee,  for  his  subsistence  to  the  19th  instant,  and  Ibr  cirtiag/fe 
irf  bag|;;age,  66  dollaw : 

Te  Dr.  Beaumont,  to  the  same  date,  85  £S-90  -dollars : 

To  ensign  M^Leod,  to  the  20th  instant,  110  60-90  ddlak« : 
^   To  Finley  Miller,  surgeon's  mate  of  the  d6th  cegim^t,  to  the  1 9A  of  July 
inslant,  79  dollars : 

To  Arthur  Wadman,  lieutenant  of  the  66th  regmetft,  to  tiie  22d  of  Juljr 
instant,  162  60-90  dollars : 

To  James  Gill,  suFj^on  of  artillery,  to  the  19th  of  July  tnstant,  74  dollars : 

To  Jacob  Slialek,  lieutenant  of  artillery,  to  ikse  19di  oi  July  inst.  74  doHars : 

To  lieutenant  ibbetson  Hamar,  to  the  19th  of  July  instant,  40  doUars : 

To  captain  Uesket,  for  carriage,  75  30-90  dollars ;  and,  that  the  same  ought 
to  be  paid,  agreeable  to  their  request,  to  Peter  Dundee,  captain  of  the  royal 
fiizileers : 

That  there  is  due  to  Michael  Brecht,  ft>r  provisions  and  attendance  of  gid^ 
soldiers  at  Reading,  the  sum  of  17  42-90  dollars : 

To  Bryan  LeiTerty,  a  hosti^  sent  from  Tryon  county,  for  his  snbsistencte 
and  expenses  thence  to  Philadelphia,  41  60-90  dolkm  c 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Misolvedj  That  l)r.  Franklin  may,  if  he  thinks  proper,  return  an  answer  to 
die  letter  he  received  from  Lord  Howe. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  encreasing  the  fly- 
ing-camp, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  Lewis  be  directed  to  order  two  battalions 
of  continental  troops,  in  Virginia,  to  march,  wrdi  all  possible  despatch,  to  the 
flyine-camp,  in  New -Jersey,  under  the  command  of  bneadier-general  Mercer; 
and  uiat  if  the  governor  and  privy-council  of  Virginia  snail  have  reason  to  ap- 
prehend an  invasion  of  that  state,  and  shall  call  to  its  defence  an  enual  nomber 
of  minute-men  or  militia,  ^e  same,  while  in  service,  shall  be  on  tne  pay  and 
support  of  the  continent :  .       ^ 

That  the  convention  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  augment  their  <mota 
-for  the  flyin|;-camp,  with  four  battalions  of  militia,  and  the  convention  of  New- 
Jersey  to  raise,  for  the  said  flying-camp,  three  battalions  of  militia,  in  additioti 
to  those  formerly  desired  by  Congress,  and  to  send  the  same,  with  all  possible 
despatch,  to  the  said  flying-camp.  And,  that  these  several  battalions  be  offi- 
cered, paid  and  provided,  as  directed  by  the  former  resolutions  for  forming  the 
'flying-camp. 

Rftolvea,  That  in  case  Mr.  Heyman  Levy  order  any  'money  to  be  paid  in 
Albany  to  the  deputy  pay-master  general  for  the  northern  aepartment,  Htd 
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tamie  ghall,  upon  advice  of  such  mQney  so  paid,  be  repaid  to  him  or  his  order 
in  Philadelphia. 

Adjoorned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday* 

MONDAY,  July  2^  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  20th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  and  one  of  the  19th, 
from;  Ephraim  Anderson^  and  a  petition  from  Levy  Allen,  were  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read. 

-    Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  received  and  read  on 
^Saturday  last,  be  referred  to  tiie  board  of  war. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  comnuttee  respectiog 
an  exchange  of  prisoners;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  in  each  department  be  empowered 
to  negoitate  an  exchange  of  prisoners  in  the  following  manner :  one  contiAcnt- 
al  qfficer  for  one  of  the  enemy  of  equal  rank,  either  in  the  land  or  sea  semce, 
soldier  for  soldier,  sailor  for  sailor,  and  one  citizen  for  another  citizen: 

That  each  state  hath  a  right  to  make  any  exchanges  they  think  proper  for 
•prisoners  taken  from  them  or  by  them.    . 

Resolved,  That  the  several  commanders  in  chief,  in  each  department,  be  di- 
rected to  exchange  any  officer  in  the  British  service,  now  a  prisoner  in  &dj  of 
these  states,  of  or  under  the  rank  of  colonel,  for  colonel  Eathan  Allen. 

Resolved^  That  the  persons  taken  prisoners  with  colonel  Eathan  Alleo,  be 
put  upon  the  same  footing  as  those  in  die  continental  service^  and  exchsbged 
accordingly,  as  opportunity  presents. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the.  report  of  the  committee  ea 
i;rays  and  means ;  and,  after  debate,  the  same  was  disagreed  to. 

The  committee  appointed  to  contract  with  Messrs.  Hushes  for  one  thousand 
tons  of  cannon,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  reported,  that  they  have  exe- 
cuted the  contract,  in  which  is  a  covenant  to  advance  the  said  Messrs.  Hugbes 
8000  dollars. 

Eesolvedj  That  &n  order  for  8000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  »• 
vour  of  Daniel  i^d  Samuel  Hughes;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  pf  treasury  be  directed  to  make  immediate prepan- 
,tion  for  striking.a  farther  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  in  bills  of  credit 

Resolved,  That  captain  Joy  have  liberty  to  employ  ei^t  of  the  prisoncrfc  m 
the  casting  of  cannon. 

,    The  board  of  treasury  reported,  that  they  have  examined  the  account  of  4c 
committee  of  Lancaster  for  preserving  the  peace  of  the  borough,  keepingvie 
prisoners  in  order,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  magazines,  and  find,  that 
.there  is  due,  for  the  pay  of  the  guard,  as  follows : 
V   39  days  to  captains,  at  26  2-3  dollars  p^r  month,  34  60-90ths  dollars: 
;    76  days  to  lieutenants,  at  18  dollars  per  month,  45'54-90As  dollars: 

27  days  to  ensigns,  at  13  l<i3  dollars  per  month,  12  dollars : 

143  days  to  segeantd,  at  8  dollars  per  month,  38  12-90ths  dollars. 

421  days  to  corporals,  fifes  and  drums,  at  7  1-3  dollars  per  month,  10* 
60-90ths  dollars  2 

1470  days  to  privates,  at  6  2-3  dollars  per  month,  326  60-90dis  dollar*;  the 
whole  amounting  to  559  66-90ths  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  dkid. 
.  The  Congress  resolved  Itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  intocon- 
sideration  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  presid^« 
xesunied  tlie  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  made 
some  prc^ess  in  the  matter  to  them  referred ;  but,  not  having  come  to  a  coB" 
elusion,  oesire  leave,  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-m6rrow,  again  resolve  itself  mte » 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  artici«i» 
confederatioiA. 
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The  marine  committee  having  recommended  the  following  gentlemen  for 
4^cer»of  the  Rawleigh,  namely, 

Peter  Shores,  John  Wheelwright,  JoBiah  Shackford,  lieutenants;  George 
Jerry  Osborne,  captain  of  marines ;  Stephen  Meads,  first-lieutenant ;  Nathan- 
iel Thwing,  second-lieutenant  f 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commissions  b^  granted  theqa 
mccordingly. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to*morrow. 

TUESDAY,  JWy  23,  irr6- 

Sundry  letters  were  received,  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  general  Washington  of  the  21  st  and  22d,  with  three  papers  en- 
closed in  the  latter : 

One  of  the  16th  from  governor  Cooke: 

Two  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  of  the  20th  and  22d,  witii  two  papers 
enclosed  in  the  latter. 

Resolved,  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington  and  brigadier-generjfl 
Mercer,  be  referred  to  the  board  oHvan        • 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  cartel  entered  into  be- 
tween brigadier- general  Arnold  and  captain  Foster,  and  the  resolutions  passed 
thereon,  be  published. 

Resolved,  That  twenty  dollars  be  advanced  to  Isaac  Manes,  a  wounded  sol- 
dier of  captain  Cheeseman'a  company,  and  that  he  be  sent  to  the  general  hos« 
pital. 

The  board  of  war  reported,  that  they  have  heard  and  considered  the  matters 
alleged  against  the  arrangement  made  in  the  regiment  ordered  to  be  raised  under 
colonel  Dubois,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  no*  good  purpose  would  be  answered  by 
making  any  alteration  therein ;  and  although  many  worthy  ofiicers  who  served 
in  Canada  are  yet  unemployed,  the  board  can  only  lament  that  they  are  not  in 
the  service,  but  hope  something  will,  in  future,  turn  up  to  enable  Congress  to 
place  them  in  stations  equal  to  their  merit : 

The  same  being;  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  remainder  of  the  report  from  the  board  of  war,  the  Congress  came  to 
ike  following  resolutions : 

That  general  Washington  be  informed  that  Congress  have  such  an  entire 
confidence  in  his  judgment,  that  they  will  ^ve  him  no  particular  directions 
about  the  disposition  of  the  troops,  but  desire  that  he  will  dispose  of  those^at 
New- York,  the  flying-camp  and  Ticonderoga,  as  to  him  shall  seem  most  condu- 
cive to  the  public  good : 

That  the  Congress  approve  of  general  Washington's  haying  lent  to  the  con- 
vention of  New- York,  tne  sum  of  money  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  19th 
instant : 

That  Monsieur  St.  Martin  be  appointed  an  engineer,  with  the  rank  of  lieu - 
tenant-colond,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  repair  to  New- York,  and  put  himself 
under  the  command  of  general  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  David  Griffith  be  appointed  to  the  stations  of  chaplain  and 
surgeon  in  the  third  Virginia  battalion,  lie  being  a  person  of  uncommon  merit, 
and  there  being  very  few  surgeons  of  abilities  who  will  enter  the  army  in  that 
state ;  this  appointment  not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent : 

That  Mr.  Griffith  draw  pay  in  both  these  capacities,  for  the  time  he  has 
served  in  the  regiment. ' 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Dennis  Lefferty,  for  26  weeks  board,  the  sum  of  52  dollars,  and  tiiat  tiie 
same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack : 

To  William  White,  for  boarding  general  Lee's  guard,  the  sum  of  40  60-90 
dollars : 
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To  Geoi^  Haas,  for  carrying  sMwey  to  New-York,  the  simii  of  26  60-90 
dollars : 

To  WiUian  Bradford,  for  the  expense  of  a  guard  esoortiog  ttonef  tt  New- 
York,  the  sum  of  SB  57-90  dollars : 

To  Rachel  Evans,  for  boarding  a  sick  soldier,  the  sum  of  S  dotlars : 

To  Robert  Owen,  junior,  £Dr  provisions  fanushed  several  rifle  compwies, 
64  86-90  dollars : 

To  Peter  Grosels,  for  provisions  to  seveml  rifl^compawea^tbe  sum  of  624&-90 
dollars,  and  that  this  ou^ht  to  be  paid  to  Robert  Owen,  jun. 

Qrderedj  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Jiesolvedj  That,  in  order  to  hasten  die  march  of  the  iroops,  ike  sevend  com- 
mittees of  Lancaster,  York,  Cumberland,  Becks,  and  Northampton  co«Bde0»  in 
Pennsylvania,  be  empowered  to  muster  the  troops  that  shall  march  from  tbor 
respective  counties,  and  to  draw  for  one  month's  pay  on  Mr.  JaraesMeaie,«iHl 
that  they  certify  the  muster-rolls,  and  send  to  the  pay-matter  the  receipts  for 
the  moneys  that  shall  be  so  advanced. 

Besohedt  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  boani  of  treasury,  in  the  rodo  of 
one  absent : 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  G.  Clymer. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  CoBgresa  resolved  itself  into  a  md* 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  articles  ofcio- 
federation ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Har- 
rison reported,  that  the  committee  nave  made  farther  progress  in  tht  nutUr 
to  them  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusbn,  desired  leave  to  sit  agais* 

Xesohed,  That  this  Congress  wiM,  to  morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  t 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  £yrther  consideration  the  articks  tt 
confederation. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  Chester  oonntr*  in  Pe«isylnBii» 
was  presented  to  Congress  and  read,  praying  that  Jolm  Orifidi,  ^  soldier  io  tke 
continental  army,  an  experienced  artificer  in  making  Mid  dressing  fiilltfi' 
shears,  may  be  released  from  the  army,  and  ordered  to  return  borne  to  MiiF 
his  trade : 

Jhsolvedt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  sundry  Canadians  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read: 

Besolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Canada  committee. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Richard  Palmes  tobe  cip^* 
of  marines, 

Sesolvedt  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commission  be  granted  to  Um  ac- 
cordingly. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to*morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  24,  1776. 

A  letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  William  Allen  was  laid  befine  Cwfftss* 
and  read,  reonesting  leave  to  resign  his  commission : 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Benjamin  Thompson  to  ^^ 
lieutenant  of  marines  in  captain  Palmes's  company, 

RtsoUstd^  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commission  be  granted  to  bim  ao- 
cordinely. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  journals,  be  empower- 
ed to  employ  a  proper  person  to  make  an  index  thereto. 

The  board  of  treasury  reported,  that  tlie  pay  of  brigadier-general  Wooster. 
eomm^cingthe  22d  day  of  June,  1775,  and  calculated  to  tlie  22d  day  of  J«V; 
1776,  being  thirteen  months,  at  125  dollars  per  month,  amounts  1625  <lollar»» 
•ut  of  which  is  to  be  deducted  173  dollars  and  24-72  parts  of  a  ^o^^^'J^^^ 
him  by  John  Winstow,  esq.  the  pay-master ;  tlic  residue  due  to  the  jtn«f*  * 
1451  dollars  and  48-72  parts  of  a  dollar : 
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'^dered,  I'hat  the  same  be  paid; 

i9€^hvedy  That  the  sum  of  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Robert  John^on^ 

^  deducted  out  of  his  pay  on  the  settlement  of  his  account. 

petition  from  George  Kills  was  present^  to  Congress  and  read : 
*'esoh)§dt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

*he  Congress  took  into  consideratioti  ^he  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
repare  a  resolution  ftir  coidscating  the  property  of  the  subjects  of  Great- 
ain ;  Whereupon, 

'esotved^  That  all  the  resolutions  of  this  Congress,  passed  on  the  3Sd  day 
vlarch  last,  and  on  the  '3d  day  of  April  last,  relating  to  ships  and  other 
«ld,  their  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  and  all  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
s,  belonging  to  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  taken  on 
high  seaB>  or  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  be  extended  to  all  ^hips 
ouier  vessels,  their  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  and  to  all  goods,  wareo 
merchandises,  belonging  to  any  subject  or  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great-Bri- 
,  except  the  inhabitants  of  the  Bermudas,  and  Providence  or  Bahama  islands, 
^he  board  of  war  brou^t  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ; 
lereupoB, 

Resolved,  That  the  reeiment  of  rangers,  now  in  the  pay  of  the  state  of 
tli-Carolina,  be  placed  upon  continental  establishment,  and  that  it  consist 
i  lieutenant-colonel  commandant,  a  major,  10  captains,  90  lieutenants,  m 
reon,  a  pay-master,  30  Serjeants  and  500  privates : 

!*hat  the  pay  of  the  lieutenant-colonel  commandant  of  rangers^  be  the  same 
iiat  of  a  colonel  of  foot ;  the  major's  pay,  that  of  a  lieutenant-colonel ;  the 
tain's,  that  of  a  major ;  the  lieutenant's  that  of  a  captain ;  and  the  seijeant'a 
t  of  an  ensign  of  foot  of  the  continental  forces :  That  the  surgeon  be  al- 
ed  33  dollars  and  l-3d  a  month ;  the  pay-master  36  dollars  and  3-3ds ;  and 
privates  13}  dollars  per  month,  to  provide  themselves  with  horses^ 
is^  and  provisions,  for  themselves  and  horses : 

rhat  the  said  rangers  be  liabl^  to  act  on  horseback,  or  foot,  as  occasion  mayr 
uire : 

that  the  like  number  of  rangers  be  raised  in  the  staite  of  Geoiigia,  and  put 
>n  continental  establishment : 

rhat  these  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  and  subject  to  the  same  duties^  as 
Carolina  rangers : 

That  the  rangers,  raised  in  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  be  subject  to  the  ar* 
iOft  formed  by  the  contentMn  of  that  state,  for  the  government  of  the  forces 
»ed  therein. 

Resolved,  That  colond  Knox's  plan  for  raising  another  battalion  of  artillery, 
approved,  and  carried  into  execution, as  iioon  as  possible: 
Phat  general  Washington  be  desired  to  recommend  proper  offipers  to  com- 
)e  this  corps. 
Reaehed,  That  general  Wariiington  be  empowered  to  agree  to*the  exchange 

fovernor  Skene  for  Mr.  James  Lovell : 
hat  general  Washington'  be  authorized  to  take  into  continental  pay,  the 
-se  proposed  t^  Mr.  Lary,  upon  the  terms  by  him  mentioned. 
3n  motion.  Resolved,  That  tlie  repiNrt  of  the  committee  on  gold  and  silver 
ins  be  recommitted : 

That  Mr.  Jefferson  be  added  to  that  committee. 

Resohfed,  That  a  coiiwpittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration, 
d  report  their  opinion,  on  the  proposal  made  by  the  president  of  South- 
irolhia,  and  comnranoated-  to  the  house  by  a  delegate  or  that  state,  respect- 
gjreneral  Lee : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.'S.  Adams^  Mr.  Rntledge  and  Mr.  Hall. 
The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  th  *  whole,  to  take 
to  their  fiuiher  consideration,  the  articles  of  confederatmn ;  and,  after  some 
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time,  the  presideDt  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harriaon  reported,  that  the 
committee  nave  made  farther  progress  in  the  matter  to  them  referred ;  but,  not 
having  finished,  desire  leave  to  sit  again  :• 

Resolved^  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration,  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

A  letter  from  general  Washincton,  of  the  SSd,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed, 
amons  which  was  a  letter  from  Mr. Praesh  to  lord  Sterling;  also, 

A.  letter  from  the  council  of  safety  of  North-Carolina,  being  received  and 
read, 

Besdved,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Fraesh,  to  lord  Sterling,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  casting  cannon ; 

That  the  general's  letter,  with  the  other  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Ja(y  25,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  Mons.  Jaque  Antoine  de 
Franchessin ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  Holden  Parsons,  of  Lyme,  ia  Connecticut,  wis  pre- 
aented  to  Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred'to  a  committee  of  tliree': 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

A  memorial  from  sundry  officers  who  served  in  Canada,  and  are  now  nuem* 
ployed,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Besolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration,  the  articles  of  confederation; 
after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported, 
tiiat  the  committee  have  made  farther  progress  in  the  consideration  of  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation ;  but,  not  havine  sone  through,  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  letter  of  the  23d,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  a  letter  from  go- 
vernor Trumbull,  to  the  general ;  also, 

A  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  of  the  19th,  with  sundry  depositions ;  and, 

One  of  the  16th,  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  New-Hampsnire,  were  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Francis  Ourney,  for  expens^  of  himself  and  others,  escorting  monej  to 
Cambridge,  in  February  last,  the  sum  of  162  dollars  and  84-90th8,  over  and 
beside  the  monies  advanced  to  him : 

To  Henry  Wisner,  esq.  for  the  expenses  of  an  express  pud  by  him,  the  shd 
of  20 dollars: 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  for  boarding  prisoners  of  state,  437  dollars  and  68-90tfcs: 

To  David  Lennox,  for  expenses  in  going  after  deserters,  the  sum  of  51  doi' 
lars  and  86-90ths,  to  be  paid  to  Bavid  Sproat: 

To  William  Trickctt,  for  stationary,  the  sum  of  43  dollars  and  T'fi-QOths. 

To  Philip  Nolan,  for  ferriages  of  gisneral  Lee'sguards,  4  dollars  and  12-90ths: 

To  Elizabeth  Slaving,  for  boarding  and  nursing  a  sick  soldier,  4  dolUrs : 

To  J.  Piling,  for  chairs  for  the  war-office,  the  sum  of  12  dollars :  . 

To  John  Kerling,  for  provisions  for  general  Lee's  guards,  4  dollars  v^^ 
54-90ths. 

To  Isaac  Cooper,  for  his  attendance  as  a  guard  over  powder,  &e  sum  of  u 
dollars. 

To  Forman  and  Hunt,  for  necessaries  furnished  the  prisoners  at  Trcntonf 
the  sum  of  47  dollars  and  87-90th8 : 
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»  John  Bates,  for 'camp-kettles,  the  sum  of  98  dollars  and  60-90ths: 
>  Elijah  Bennet,  post-rider,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  from  Hart-* 

in  Connecticut,  to  various  places,  the  sum  of  13S1  dollars  and  d6-90ths, 
icting  819  dollars  and  86-90th8,  which  he  has  received  from  the  colony  of 
lecticut,  the  balance  being  511  dollars  and  70-90th8 : 
9  Michael  Philips,  employed  by  brigadier-general  Wooster  in  making 
ry  repairs  in  the  citadel  and  hospital  in  Montreal,  carting,  &c.  397  dollars. 
r5-90th8,  deducting  the  sum  of  96  dollars  and  7-90th8,  which  he  received 

major  Nicholson,  Sie  balance  being  301  dollars  and  68-90th8 : 
y  James  Budden,  for  the  expense  of  a  detachment  of  the  troop  of  light- 
i  escorting  300,000  dollars  to  New-York,  the  sum  of  28  dollars : 
rdered.  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

esoli^ed.  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
»f  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  consideration,  the  articles  of  confedera- 
• 

djoumed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Jttfy  26,  1776. 

ongress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  three  commissioners  to  liquidate  and 
e  the  accounts  in  the  northern  department;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  ' 
r.  James  Milligan,  Mr.  John  Carter,  and  Mr.  Wells,  were  elected, 
he  committee  on  the  treasurv  laid  before  Congress  the  account  of  Messrs. 
e  and  Haywood,  with  the  balance  due  to  them : 
rderedf  To  lie  on  the  table. 

esolved,  That  the  substance  of  the  conference  between  general  WashWjg- 
and  adjutant-general  Patterson,  which  was  transmitted  to  Congress  bvj^e- 
l1  Washington,  be  published.  '  ''^ 

ODgress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  far- 
consideration  the  articles  of  confederation;  and,  after  some  time,  the 
ident  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that  the  committee 
i  made  farther  progress ;  but,  not  having  concluaed,  desire  leave  to  sit  again. ' 
lesolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a 
imittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  consideration  the  articles  of  con- 
iration. 

*esolved.  That  a,n  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in  fav<n* 
3r.  W.  Shippen;  he  to  be  accountable. 
'he  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Ldjoumed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Mondajr. 

MONDAY,  July  29,  1776. 

undry  lehers  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz. 

!*hree  from  general  Washington  of  we  22d,  25th  and  27th ; 

he  from  general  Schujler,  of  the  17th»  and  one  from  geneial  Gates,  of 

16th ; 

)ne  of  the  25th,  from  J.  Reed,  adjutant-general;  and  one  from  brigadier- 

cral  Mercer,  of  the  26th :    '. 

>ne  of  the  20th,  from  governor  Trumbull : 

)ne  of  the  25th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jersey,  and  one  from  the 

ncil  of  Massachusetts-Bay : 

)ne  from  Mons.  Kirmovan,  engineer,  with  a  plan  and  draughts ;  and  dNe,  in  ^ 

tin,  without  signature: 

Mso  two  petitions,  one  from  George  Nipholson,  and  one  from  James  Li- 

^ton. 

fiesolved.  That  general  Washington  be  empowered  to  appoint  another  aid« 

camp: 

Vot.  L  54 
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That  th^  letters  from  genenU  Washiogtoi^  general  Schqylor,  and  general 
6|ite§»  ft|i4  the  letter  fnmi  Mods,  Kirmovaii,  be  referred  to  the  Iward  of  war. 

That  the  letter  froqn  the  conveDtioQ  of  New-Jersejr  b^  referred  to  t)ie  con- 
il^ttee  9%  the  wi|j9  and  means  of  augmenting  the  fljing-xamp;  and,  that  Mr* 
C3lark  be  added  to  the  said  committee : 

Th#t  tl^  letter  from  the  adjutant-geperal  be  referred  to  the  eommittee  ip- 
Ppii^tM  to  revise  the  articles  of  war : 

T^\  ^§  petition  of  James  Nicholson  be  referred  to  the  cooMP^asioneis  whs 
went  to  Caiuula : 

Th^t  tbe  petition  from  Creoi^  Nicholson  be  refimred  to  the  oomiaittee  oa 
Canada  aiTfurs : 

That  the  Latin  letter  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

fUsolm4,  Tjiat  an  order  for  47  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurerfi  ia  ftiff 
of  Jos^b  Fisf^od^i  ^  f^ll  for  service,  ei^penses,  and  horse-hire, 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  the  council  of  Virginia,  was  received  and  rea^. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report^  which  was  takei^  into  ^naidoraliQo; 
Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  general  W^hiogton  be  enipewered  to  order  the  reeineitt 
Iftelj  raised  in  Connecticut  uader  the  command  of  colofiel  Ward.  vheitKH 
ev^he  shall  ti\iak  the  service  rehires  it: 

That  Mons«  lejuv  A^f  4^  Virmonet,  who  iippears  to  be  a  jouiks  gentltflun 
of  merit,  ^d  h^s  neld  a  lieutenant's  commission  in  the  service  of  Fraucei  ^ 
appointed  a  brevet  captain ;  and  that  Mpns.  Marie  Fidel  Dorre  he  sent  as  a 
volunteer,  to  be  employed  by  general  Washington  as  he  shall  think  proper: 

T^t  li^ns.  CM^pher  PelUaer,  who  hi^  suffered  conaiUerabJv  hf  ^^^J 
es^iV^ii^  and  taking[  ^n  active  part  i^  the  c^use  of  America,  in  Canada,  beas- 
pointed  an  engineer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  with  the  pay  of  60  dol- 
lars a  month,  zpd  rank  of  Kettena^-colonel;  t^d  that  he.  be  dire<«ted  tore- 
pair  lo  ^w  York : 

T^t  tb^retnrnA  of  celonel  ^mor^'s  regiment,  made  into  the  war-oQcebjbn- 
g;|dier>-general  Wooster.  be  transmitted  togenen^  Wasbinctov,  with  ^^'^^' 
nusf  ions  ftor  the  officers :  And  that  gen^at  Washington  be  directed  to  order 
the  s^ii  rqgii^ient  to  ijoin  him,  and,  Aat  he  fill  up  the  said  commisaioosy  wit^ 
the  names  of  such  otacers  as  appear  with  their  respective  companies  intheaaia 

xhat  John  Brown  be  commissioned  as  Ueutenant-oolone1«  and  ^"^.^^^ 
Cockran,  now  acting^  uf  eldest  ca;ptain  in  tfie  said  r^ment,  be  conunisu^^"^ 
as  major  of  the  same,  m  the  room  of  maior  J.  Curtis,  deceasedw  , 

Besolv^  That  a  lieutenant>colonel  be  appointed  for  the  second  FeDsaji- 
vania  battalion,  in  the  room  qf  W*  Allen,  who  has  reaigned : 

The  ballots  being  tal^n.  Joseph  Wood,  esq^  was  elected.  .    ,^ 

Congress  then  r^Mved  itself  into,  a  committee  of  the  whole,  io  take  ^r 
thf^ir  cen^deration.  the  articles  of  confederation;  and;  after  some  tiiae.  !^ 

C resident  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that  the  ^^^^^^ 
SLve  madei  farther  prfgress  in  the  article  of  cQnMei;atiQp ;  but,  not  baviBg 

finished;  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 
A  petition  from  Samuel  Morris  waeptiesefted  to  Congress,  and  read. 
Th^  CQfi^nUt^e  on  spifea  brought  ifi  a  &rth^  report,  which  was  read : 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. '  ^^ 

Re^pf^  Tha*  the  gaolei:  be  djirected  ta  dlow  the  prisoners,  from  ^ 

Carolina,  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  yard,  under  the  inspection  of  tne  P'^' 

pmi^ed,  itTingv.be,  dpne  with  safety.  ^^^ 

Jiesolved,  That  this  Congress  win,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  * 5^*"rj. 

too  of  th^  whole,  to  tak^  into  their  farther  consideral^n  the  articles  ft  com 

oration. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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letter  of  the  28th,  from  bri|;adier-general  Mercer,  l^as  liud  befofe  Cotv- 
i,  and  read,  reaaesting  six  light-horse  may  be  sefit  to  him ;  Whereapoit, 
isolved.  That  tlbe  president,  write  to  S.  Morris,  esq.  captain  of  the  lights 
i,  and  reqneat  him  to  send  six  of  his  company  to  brieadier-ffeneral  Mercer. 
>ngres9  being  informed,  by  a  letter  from  the  president  of  South-Cardlina. 
the  Cherokees  have  commenced  hostilities  against  that  state,  and  that  hi 
rdered  a  body  of  men  to  march  against  them,  and  has  applied  fof  assi^-" 
to  the  neigh1>[>ring  states  of  North-Carolina  and  Vir&inia, 
'Solved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  states  of  Virginia,  North-Caro1hia« 
Qeoi^a,  to  aiTard  all  necessary  assistance  to  the  state  of  8on(h-Carolini, 
co-operate,  with  that  state,  in  prosecuting  the  war  against  th^  Indiiin^ 
the  utmost  vigor  ( 
lat  the  president  write  to  the  goTemor  and  council  of  Vit^ginlai  the  coiin- 

*  safety  of  North-Carolina,  and  the  president  of  Oeoi^a,  relative  to  the 
e  subjects* 

'solved.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  considera* 
the  state  of  North-Carolina,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress  i 
le  members  chosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  S.Adams,  and  Mr.  Lynch, 
mgress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
lire  into  the  causes  of  die  Aiiscarriages  m  Canada,  whereitt  they  represent^ 
leir  opinion. 

That  the  short  inlistments  of  the  continental  troops,  in  Canilda,  have  been 
^reat  cause  of  the  miscarriages  there,  by  ^ndering  unstable  the  dumber  of 
engaged  in  military  enterprizes,  by  making  them  disorderly  an^  dtsobe- 
t  to  their  officers,  and  by  precipitating  the  commanding  officers  into  ftiea- 
s,  which  their  prudence  might  have  postponed,  could  they  have  relied  on 
nger  continuance  of  their  troops  in  service: 

That  the  want  of  hard  money  has  been  one  other  great  source  of  the  mb- 
iages  in  Canada,  rendering  the  supplies  of  necessaries  difficult  and  pre- 
ous,  the  establishment  of  proper  magazines  absolutely  impracticable,  and 
pay  of  the  troops  of  littlle  use  to  them : 

That  a  still  greater,  and  more  fatal,  source  of  misfortunes  has  been,  the 
ralence  of  the  small  pox  in  that  army ;  a  great  proportion  lehereof  ha^ 
•eby  been  usually  kept  unfit  for  duty." 
Vith  this  Congress  concurred. 

^n  the  forther  consideration  of  the  report.  Congress  eame  to  the  fo!loii4Ag 
klutiotts : 

!*hat  colonel  Bedel  be  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  leaving  his  conMiand  at 
Cedars,  and  for  decKning  to  return  to  the  same  with  mi^or  Bherfmrn^s 
iforcement : 

"hat  major  Butterfield  be  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  snrrenderiijg  to  tibe 
my  the  post  at  the  Cedars,  and  also  such  other  officers  as  were  witti  him, 
i  consented  to  that  surrender. 

lie  said  committee  having  farther  reported,  that,  in  the  courser  of  tbehr  ett- 
ries,  they  had  reason  to  beKeve,  that  g^eral  Prescot's  lAigsage  was'  plan- 
ed by  some  licentious  persons,  in  violation  of  the  faith  of  m  capitniation ; 
hereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  desired  to  make  strict  enquiry  into  the 
^e,  that  the  person  guilty  thereof  may  receive  due  punishment,  and  amjde 
leronification  be  made  to  general  Present. 

fhat  colonel  Bedel,  doctor  Fay,  and  lieutenant  Hot^3e»  be  subjected  to  this 
luiry. 

flesolved.  That  so  much  of  the  petitions  of  col.  Easton  and  major  Brown,  as 
^ys>  that  the  charges  aeainst  them,  of  having  been  concerned  in  plundering 

•  officers'  bqgage,  ta&en  at  8<irei,  be  submit^  to  a  court  of  enquiry,  19 
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reasonable,  and  that  ^neral  Schuyler  be  desired  to  order  courts  of  enquiry  oo 
them  as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  general  Montgomery's  promise  to  give  to  the  troops  con- 
cerned in  taking  the  vessels  on  the  Sorel»  "  all  the  public  stores,  except  tm- 
munition  and  provisions,  on  board  thereof,"  be  confirmed ;  and  that  genenl 
Schuyler  be  directed  to  cause  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  particulars  and 
value  of  the  said  public  stores,  ^ammunition  and  provbion  excepted)  and  ta 
certify  the  same  to  Congress,  witn  the  names  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  enti- 
tled thereto  : 

That  so' much  of  major  Brown's  petition,  as  prays,  that  an  allowance  be 
made  to  him  for  extraordinary  services,  be  referred  to  general  Schuyler,  who  ii 
desired  to  certify  to  Congress,  whether  any  and  what  reward  may,  with  jostice, 
be  demanded  by  him : 

That  major  Brown's  accounts  be  settled  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
adjust  accounts  in  the  northern  department. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  so  muA 
of  the  petition  of  colonel  Easton,  as  prays  a  continuance  of  his  rank  and  paj, 
and  so  much  of  major  Brown's  petition,  as  pravs  an  examination  into  hia  nuik 
andpay,''and  that  Uiey  be  referred  to  the  boara  of  war. 

That  general  Schuyler  be  desired  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  colonel 
Hazen,  who  is  charged  with  having  beaten  and  ill-treated  Francois  Cuilot  de 
la  Rose,  a  continental  captain  of  Canadian  militia,  and  also  to  have  ill-treated 
Charles  Robert  de  la  Fontaine,  a  Canadian,  at  Chambly,  and  put  such  condact 
into  a  proper  channel  for  trial  and  punishment: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  general  Schuyler,  whenever  the  pay  of  officers  or 
soldiers  is  stopped,  on  account  of  any  charge  against  them,  to  have  such  charge 
determined  by  trial  as  speedily  as  possible,  mat  there  may  be  no  delaj  of 
justice* 

Resohed,  That  general  Wooster  acted  properly  in  stopping  .the  goods  of 
Bernard  and  Wadden,  who  were  carrying  the  same,  without  permission,  io  the 
Indians  in  the  upper  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again;  and  that  the?  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  in  what  manner  the  goods  of  Bernard  and  Wadaen  were 
disposed  of. 

jResolved,  ITiat  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  supply  the  tirecnflc 
companies,  now  in  town  from  Lancaster,  with  1  lib.  of  powder  and  44  lb  of  lead. 

Besohed,  That  500,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  pay -master-general. 

That  60,000  dollars  be  sent  to  R.  Dallam,  deputy  pay -master-general,  wr 
the  use  of  the  ftyinp-camp. 

Coneress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  clerk,  or  assistant,  to  the  auditor- 
general;  when, 

William  Oovet  was  elected.  ,        .   .    . 

Resolved,  That  William  Govet  be  allowed  tlie  salary  of  533  dollars  and  1-M 
per  annum.  ' 

Resolved^  That  all  public  claims  and  accounts,  that  are,  at  this  time»  onset- 
tied,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  treasury,  a^id  that  the  coipmittee  <> 
claims  be  discharged  from  proceeding  further  upon  any  claims  or  accoontsi 
and  that  all  the  books  and  papers  in  Sie  hands  ot  the  committee  of  ciain^  ue 
delivered  to  the  auditor-general.  ^    . 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conrideratioo  i 
Whereupon,  ij 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  irth  of  January  last,  all<>^'"^**-^t 
cers  1  dollar  and  l-3d  for  every  man  they  inlist,  be  extended  to  officers  wnpuw** 
for  the  new  army  for  three  years :  r     ii  to 

That  een.  Mercer's  letter,  relative  to  the  building  of  boats,  be  ref^ffT  j^ 
general  Washington,  with  direction  to  give  such  orders  therein  as  be  abalJ  joop 
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necessary ;  tmd  that  he  be  desired  to  avail  himself  of  the  shipwrights  and  other 
artifices  now  in  the  fljing-camp : 

That  general  Mercer  to  allowed  a  secretary  while  he  has  a  separate  com« 
maad: 

Tliat  a  nomber  of  4  and  6  pounders,  not  exceeding  ten  of  each,  be  immediate- 
Ij  sent  to  general  Mercer,  to  be  mouiited  on  the  works  he  is  now  erecting; 
and  that  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  forward  them 
to  Amboy,  in  New-Jersey : 

That  Congress  approve  of  general  Schuyler's  intention  to  publish  such 
parts  oi  the  treaty  with  the  Six  Nations,  as  may  have  a  tendency  to  dispel  the 
apprehensions  of  the  frontier  inhabitiints : 

That  Uie  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the  middle  department,  be  in- 
structed to.  thank  Cayashuta,  in  the  name  of  the  great  conncil-^re,  for  his 
friendly  conduct  at  Niagara,  communicated  by  Peter  Richman  (whose  Indian 
name  is  Queda)  and  to  inform  him,  that  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  Congress 
to  receive  a  visit  from  him. 

A  letter  of  the  29th,  from  general  Washington,  and  one  from  the  council  of 
Massachusetts-Bay ;  also  a  letter  of  the  23d  from  governor  Cooke,  with  sun- 
dry papers  enclosed,  being  received,  were  read  : 

Besolved,  That  the  two  first  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  received  from  gtaend  Wasii- 
ijpgton: 

Ordered,  That  they  return  an  answer. 

Cons;re8S  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  articles  pf  confederation ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that  the  committee,  not  having  yet  finish- 
ed, desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Besolvedj  That  this  Confess  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  th^  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  SI,  1776. 

Sesdved,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Mease;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable: 

That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  pay  John  Pollock  2666  dollars  and  two- 
thirds,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  committee  of  in- 
spection of  Cumberland,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  directed  to  provide,  and  send 
forward,  such  a  quantity  of  medicines  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  hospital  in 
the  northern  army : 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  procure  and  forward  such  a  quantity 
of  medicines  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  hospital  in  the  southern  departments 
,  The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
Whereupon, 

Resolvedy  That  five  tons  of  musket-powder  be  sent  immediately  to  general 
Washington  at  New-York : 

That  the  commissary-general  be  directed  to  furnish  with  rations,  and  the 
deputy  pay-master  ^neiul,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  be  ordered  to 
pay,  any  militia,  which  the  general  assembly  of  that  state  shall  think  proper  to 
call  in,  to  replace  the  continental  troops  entered  from  thence. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  miscarriages  in 
Canaila,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  wais  taken  into  consideration: 
Whereupon, 

Besolvedt  That  the  conduct  of  colonel  Nicholson,  who  commanded  the  post 
at  Point-Leviy  and  who,  after  the  determination  of  the  council  of  war  to  retire 
from  Quebec,  is  said  to  have  deserted  his  said  comlnand,  and  left  the  party  to 
.  shift  for  themselves,  be  submitted  to  a  court  of  enquiry : 
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That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  so  much  of  cokmel  fiastoa't  peti- 
tion, as  prajs  a  settlement  of  his  accounts,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  totbi 
boanl  oftreasury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  North^sra- 
Una,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

ResolvMp  That  four  tons  of  gun-powider  and  six  four  poimdefS)  or  nek 
others  as  can  be  procured*  of  the  weight  proper  for  field -pieces,  be  immediate- 
Ij  sent  to  North-Carolina : 

That  the  delegates  of  that  state  employ  some  proper  person,  as  a  commiisary, 
^to  purchase,  in  Uiis  city,  or  the  neighborhood  thereof,  clothing  for  die  trodpf 
raised  in  that  state  for  the  continental  sendee : 

That  the  three  independent  companies  ai  rangers,  in  that  state,  be  tikea 
upon  the  continental  pay  and  establishment,  and  that  their  pay  and  appomt- 
ment  be  as  already  resolved  by  the  convention  of  that  state,  atid  that  they  rank 
as  the  raneera  raised  in  South^Carolina  and  Georgia. 

JResolveSf  That  an  order  for  366  2-3  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasaren,  ia 
fiivor  of  colonel  James  Kaston ;  to  be  accounted  for  by  him  on  tiie  final  lettk- 
ment  of  his  accounts : 

That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  Monsieur  St.  Martin;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  articles  of  confederation ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  priiideat 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that  the  contmiitee,  not  hifiog 
come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Be$olved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  c<m- 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  articles  oi  confederatkm. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow.  / 

THUllSDAY,  Juguit  U  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  30th  of  July  from  bri|;adier  general  Mercer,  and  oaeof  (^ 
same  date,  from  brigadier-general  Roberdeau,and  sundry  others,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  read : 

Mesolwd^  That  the  two  first  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  '^^^^J^. 
deration  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  preiMittt 
resumed  the  diair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that  the  committee  have  aiade 
farther  progress,  but,  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  leare  to  ait 
again.  ^^ 

J&fotued,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  itsolv^  itself  into  a  coanw- 
tee  of  the  whole,  to  t^^ke  into  consideration  die  articles  of  confedemtioo. 

A  letter  of  the  SOth  of  July,  from  general  Washington,  with  sundry  pap^ 
enclosed ;  also,  one  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  20tii,  and  one  from  cotoi^ 
Dubois,  of  the  17th,  were  laid  before  Coneress,  and  read  i 

Besolvedt  That  Uiey  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  reported  tiie  draught  of  a  lett^  to  general  WashiagtWi  ^ 
answer  to  his  directed  to  them ;  and  the  same  being  agreed  to,  ^. 

Oriertd,  That  it  be  transcribed,  signed  by  the  president,  and  forw^'^^^ 

llie  said  board  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideratiaB ; 
Whereupon,  rr   ♦«. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  John  Brown  be  allowed  the  nude  and  pay  o*  ^^^ 
nant-colonel  in  the  continental  army,  from  the  dOth  day  of  November  lait  w 
this  time:  .      •iir- 

That  James  Easton  is  entitled  to  the  rank  of  a  colonel  in  the  c^^"***?*;  JfJ 
my,  from  the  §a%t  day  of  July,  1775,  and  to  the  pay  of  a  colonel  from  tht-  ^V 
until  he  shall  be  dischaqred,  which  ought  to  be  done  as  soon  as  a  C^^VIL 
quiry  shall  report  in  his  fiivor,  or  a  court-martial  shall  determinespoa «»» ^^ 
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and  their  sentence  is  carried  into  ezecntion ;  there  being  no  vacancy  to 
I  he  can  be  appointed.  But,  should  he  be  honorably  acquitted,  his  nasi 
ces  win  recommend  him  to  the  confidence  of  Congress  for  future  einploy* 
• 

solved.  That  an  order  for  2»666  ft-3  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in 
of  Ludwick  Karcbery  for  victualling  the  militia  passing  through  Philadel- 
to  the  flriag*camp ;  he  to  be  accountable. 
Ijoumea  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow« 

FRIDAY,  Jugua  2, 1776. 

solved.  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  Monsieur  Pellisier ;  he  to 
countable. 

solved.  That  the  secret  committee  and  marine  committee  be  discharged 
fitting  out  vessels  with  caigoes  to  Bermudas. 

e  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ; 
reupon> 

solved.  That  £00,000  dollars  be  sent  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  esq.  deputy 
naster  general  in  the  northern  department : 

lat  gen.  Washinston  be  instructed  to  employ  in  the  service  of  the  states, 
my  of  the  Stoclwridge  Indians  as  he  shall  judge  proper : 
lat  one  hundred  old  arms,  belonging  to  Congress,  be  delivered  to  thecoun- 
f  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  repaired  at  the  continental  expense,  and 
nto  the  bands  of  the  soldiers  destined  for  the  flying-camp ;  the  said  coun- 
1  be  accountabie : 

lat  the  pay-master  general,  and  the  several  deputv  pay-masters  general, 
iirected  to  make  weekly  returns  to  Congress  of  the  state  of  tlie  military 
ts  under  their  direction : 

luit  Jonathan  Trumbull,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  in  the  nor^iem  ar- 
be  directed  to  transmit  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  possible,  an  account  of  all 
moneys  which  have  passed  through  fais  hands  since  his  appointment  to  that 
e : 

hat  the  oommissary-gttieral,  and  deputy  commissaries  in  the  several  depart- 
ts,  be  directed  to  transmit  to  Coaeress,  weekly,  an  account  of  the  sums  of 
ej  the  J  isay  respectively  receive  from  the  pay-masters : 
hat  the  quarter-master  general,  and  deputy  quarter-masters  general,  in  tlie 
Tal  departments,  be  directed  te  transmit,  weekly,  to  Congress,  an  account  of 
moneys  Huj  ceapectUrely  ceceive  from  the  pay-master  general,  or  deputy 
•master  general : 

hat  the  commissary-general,  quarter-master  general,  deputy  commissaries, 
deputy  quarter-masters  jfeneral,  be  directed  to  make  monthly  returns,  at 
t,  of  the  stores  under  their  direction,  and  the  distribution  of  them : 
*hat  the  commanding  oAcer  in  each  department  be  directed  to  make  returns, 
ft  a  month*  ts  Congress,  of  the  draughts  made  by  him  upon  the  pay -master, 
lis  department. 

Itsolved,  That  Mr»  Walton  be  appemted  a  member  of  the  marine  commit- 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Gwinnett,  wtiaisabsent.^ 

hsolved.  That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thaddeus  Starges,  to  be  account* 
for  by  hin,  and  dedueted  out  of  his.  pay  on  the  settlement  of  his  accounts ; 
t  the  board  of  treasury  be  diaohayged  from  proceeding  pn  his  accounts,  and 
t  they  be  referred  for  settiement  t»  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle 
accounts  in  the  BOTtfaeradepartment* 

Che  marine  conmnttee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  enquire  into  the  conduct 
commodore  Hopkins,  bniuaht  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 
Jrdered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  considertttion  on  Monday  next, 
i^ongress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  conside- 
ion  die  articies*  efconft  deration ;  and,  after  some  tin^e,  the  president  resuro- 
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td  tke  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that  the  committee,  not  hariog  fimahedi 
*"  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Evolved,  That  tliis  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  articles  of  confederation. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Benjamin  Thompson,  for  131  days  service,  viz.  from  the  Ist  of  December 
to  the  last  of  May  inclusive,  as  clerk  of  the  hospital  at  Montreal,  at  the  rate  of 
£-3ds  of  a  dollar  per  day,  122  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Mgust  S,  1776. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Thomas  Whitbeck,  for  .carrying  money,  from  Philadelphia  to  Ticende- 
roga,  in  October  last,  the  sum  of  75  1-4  dollars: 

To. Samuel  Johnson,  for  209  meals  of  victuals,  20  dollars  and  81'90th8. 

To  George  Hofihagle,  1  dollar  and  45-90th8. 

To  Michael  Staddleman,  for  708  meals  of  victuals,*  70  dollars  and  72'90ii& 

To  Richard  Chiney,  for  540  meals  furnished  the  militia  on  their  march  to 
New -Jersey,  54  dollars : 

Orderedj  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  miscarriages  tn  Canada,  brought  in  a  farther  report, 
which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday  next 

A  letter  from  Neil  M*Clean  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  r^ui : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

A^oumed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  J^ugust  5,  1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Washington,  of  the  Slst  of  July  and  2d  of  Augait; 
one  from  the  councu  of  Virginia,  o|  the  3?th  of  July,  with  copies  of  somliy 
letters  from  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina,  enclosed ;  one  from  E.  An- 
derson, of  tlie  3l8t  of  July;  and  sundry  resolutions, passed  by  the  conventioo 
of  Pennsylvania,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Beaolvedf  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  commanders  of  all  ships  of  war  and  armed  vessels  lo 
ihe  service  of  these  states,  or  any  of  them,  and  all  letters  of  marque  and  pn- 
vateers,  be  permitted  to  inlist  into  service  on  board  the  said  ships  and  vessels, 
any  seamen  who  may  be  taken  on  board  any  of  the  ships  or  vessels  of  our  ene- 
mies, and  that  no  such  seamen  be  entitled  to  receive  the  wages  due  to  them  oat 
of  the  said  prizes,  but  such  as  will  so  inlist,  and  that  all  other  seameD,  so  taken, 
be  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  exchanged  for  others  taken  by  the  ene»y» 
whether  on  board  of  vessels  of  war  or  merchantmen,  as  there  may  be  oppor- 
tunity: 

That  lieutenant-colonel  Rufus  Putnam  be  appointed  an  enpneer,  witn  wc 
rank  of  colonel,  and  pay  of  60  dollars  a  month.  ^.   . 

A  petition  from  Esek  Hopkins*  commander  in  chief  of  the  continental  n«ott 
was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  tliat  *«  be  has  been  in'OJP" 
ed  tliat  certain  complaints,  interrogatories  and  report,  charj!;in«  him  with  sun^ 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  had  b^  exhibited  to  the  honwame  Conff^r  ^ 

gurport  of  which  complaints,  &c.  he  is  ignorant  of;  and  praying  that  hem 
e  furnished  with  copies  theretf,  and  of  all  other  proceedings  «f^  i!i' 
which  are  now  before  tliis  hoMnUelbody ;  and  ttat  time  may  be  aUowecl  nm 
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to  prepare  for,  and  a  (bj  assigned  for,  his  being  heard  before  Congress  in  his 
own  defence." 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted,  and  that  Friday  next 
be  appointed  for  hearing  commodore  Hopkins. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  order  the  ships  and 
armed  vessels,  belonging  to  the  continent,  out  on  such  cruizes  as  they  shall 
think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for^hearing  and  determining  the 
appeal  against  the  verdict  and  sentence  passed  on  the  schooner  Thistle. 

Resolved^  That  the  secret  committee  oe  directed  to  deliver  to  the  Delaware 
tMttation,  as  many  of  the  arms,  lately  imported,  as  will  be  necessary  to  arm 
them  completely : 

That  they  deliver  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Delaware  government,  195  of 
tiie  said  arms,  in  lieu  of  so  many  had  from  them ; 

That  the  remainder  of  the  said  arms  be  delivered  to  the  council  of  safety  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delaware  battalion,*  when  armed,  be  ordered  to  New* 
Jersey,  subject  to  the  farther  orders  and  directions  of  the  general. 

The  conimittee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  J.  Symes,  a  prisoner  of  the  royal  Highland  emigrants,  28  dollars,  for  14 
weeks'  allowance,  from  the  24th  of  April  to  the  30th  of  July. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  furnish  the  committee  of  treasury  with  the 
names  of  die  British  officers  and  other  prisoners,  who  are  entitled  to  the  allow- 
ance made  by  Congress  of  two  dollars  a  week,  with  the  times  of  their  capti- 
vity, and  the  places  where  they  are  quartered. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  an  assistant  clerk  to  the  board  of  war,  be  266  2-5 
dollars  a  year. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers,  in  fiivor 
of  Francis  Lewis,  esi^.  and  that  the  same  be  Vharsed  to  the  account  of  the  pay- 
master general ;  it  being  for  so  much  received  by  him,  by  (he  order  of  Mr. 
Lewis. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  on  Messrs.  Price  and  Haywood's 
accounts ;  and,  after  some  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  accounts  be  re-committed, and  that  the  commissioners 
to  Canada  be  desired  to  attend  the  board  of  treasury  at  the  examination  of  die 
said  accounts. 

Resolved^  That  an  order  for  53  dollars  and  l-3d,  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers^ 
in  favor  of  Monsieur  Artur  Vermonit,  it  being  two  months' advakice,  for  which 
he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Lewis  De  Linkensdorff,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  causes 
of  the  miscarriages  in  Canada;  and,  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY.  Augtut  6, 1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  copies  of  lettect 
between  him  and  general  Howe,  respecting  Hm  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  sun- 
dry other  letters  and  papers;  also,  one  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  of  the 
4th,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  directed  to  supply  the  director- 
^neral  of  the  hospital  with  such  medicines  as  he  may  want. 
Vol.  L  55 
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Resolved^  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  dek^tet 
of  North -Carolina,  half  a  ton  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  the  frontier  inhabitints 
of  that  state. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  bj  directed  to  apply  to  general  Bargojne, 
and  propose  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners  on  the  terms  agreed  to  by  6)fi* 
g^s;  and,  particularly,  the  delivenng  bri^dier-general  Prescot,  in  posses- 
sion of  the  United  States,  in  lieu  of  brigadier-general  Thompson,  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  enemy. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New -Jersey  to  their  delegates,  was  hud  b^ 
fore  Congress  and  read ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedj  That  the  convention  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey  be  reqaested  to 
make  such  provision  for  keeping  open  the  communication  l>etween  thit  state 
and  New-York,  by  way  of  the  femes  over  the  rivers  Passaick  and  Hackin- 
sack,  as  to  them  shall  appear  to  be  most  effectual,  and  that  Congress  will  ^^ 
imburse  the  expenses  ot  such  service  to  the  state  cf  New  Jersey : 

That  it  be  recommended,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to  the  convention  d 
New-Jersey,  to  order  their  militia  immediately  to  march  and  join  brigadier- 
general  Mercer. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  depirt- 
ment,  be  directed  to  enquire,  and  inform  Congress,  whether  it  will  be  most  for 
the  public  good,  that  the  troops  nused,  and  to  be  raised,  for  the  garrisons  od 
the  Ohio  and  its  waters,  should  be  supplied  with  provisions  by  contract  orb} 
a  commissary :  That  if  a  commissary  be  thought  necesaary,  they  recommeod 
some  proper  person  for  that  office  to  Congress,  in  the  mean  time,  take  sack 
measures  as  they  think  best  for  victualling  the  said  troops. 

Resolvedj  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  eoquire 
into,  and  remedy,  the  defects  of  the  powder  made  at  the  mills : 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  Rush. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer,  one  of  the  Joint  treasurers,  being  appointed  a  delegate  ti 
Congress,  by  the  convention  of  Pennsylvania, 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  future,  there  be  only  one  continental  treasurer* 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  sum  of  300  dollars  be  given  to  each  of  the  con- 
tinental treasurers,  on  account  of  their  extraordinary  trouble,  and  faidifol  ser 
vice,  during  the  last  year. 

.  Congt'essresolvecf  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  intoc(»si<i' 
eration  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and,  after  spme  time,  the  president  re- 
sumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that  the  committee,  not  having  cose 
to  a  conclusion,  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsyl^i"* 
to  stop  Mr.  Wilmore  from  proceeding  to  New- York. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  comBUt' 
tee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration,  the  articles  of  confederation. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jlugust  7,  1776. 
Resolved,  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  m  »• 
vor  of  the  committee  of  Lancaster,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  ^'^^^^.^^^JLj* 
the  resolution  of  Congress,  respecting  the  prisoners,  the  said  committee  to 

accountable :  .    r  •«•  of 

Ihat  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  in  "jT^i^ 

James  Mease,  for  the  use  of  the  militia  marching  to  New-Jersey ;  d^ 

accountable.  ^^, 

Resolved,  That  James  Brisben,  who  is  employed  in  the  post-office,  ve 

cused  from  military  duty.  . .  ^j^ 

A  letter  from  captain  N.  Biddle  to  the  marine  committee,  was  1*««  ^ 

Congress,  and  read ;  Whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  eeneral  Washington  be  directed  to  propose  an  exchange  of 
lieutenant  Josiah,  for  a  lieutenant  of  the  navy  of  Great-Britain,  and  that  the 
general  remonstrate  to  lord  Howe  on  the  cruel  treatment  lieutenant  Josiah  has 
met  with,.of  which  the  Congress  have  received  undoubted  information. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Rush  be  added  to  the  medical  committee. 

A  memorial  from  George  Measam  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  articles  of  war,  brought  in  their  report : 

The  board  of  war  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Messrs.  Giasson,  Hertel  and  de  la  Magdelaine,  Canadian  prisoners,  at 
Bristol,  for  their  board  and  lodging,  from  the  15th  of  November  to  the  dlst  Ju- 
ly last,  being  57  weeks,  each  at  2  dollars  a  week,  222  dollars,  and  that  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Green,  their  assignee : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consid- 
eration, the  articles  of  confederation ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that  the  committee,  not  having  yet 
finished,  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  August  s,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  700  dollars  be  paid  to  Jonathan  Meredith,  in  full 
of  Ephraim  Blaine's  draught  in  his  favor,  for  shoes  purchased  from  him  for  the 
use  of  the  continental  army ;  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  account  of 
the  said  Ephraim  Blaine. 

Resolvm,  That  the  sum  of  60,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
New-Hampshire,  for  the  use  of  that  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  take  proper  measures  for  providing  quarters  for  the  troops  passing  through 
Philadelphia  to  the  flying-camp,  during  their  continuance  in  this  city. 

Resolved^  That  the  colonel,  or  commandins  officer  of  the  Delaware  battalion^ 
and  the  colonels,  or  commanding  officers  of  the  several  battalions  of  militia, 
now  in  Philadelphia,  be  ordered  instantly  to  march  to  Amboy  in  New-Jersey ; 
and  that  such  oi  the  militia  as  want  arms,  be  left  under  a  proper  officer,  till 
tbev  can  be  provided  therewith,  and  then  marched  without  any  farther  delay : 

tl)at  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  see  this  resolution  carried  into  imme**  ' 
diate  execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  into  immediate  consi- 
deration, the  state  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department,  and  our  naval  force 
on  Ae  lakes ;  and  that  Mr.  Chase  be  directed  to  attend  the  said  board,  and 
give  them  all  the  information  in  his  power ;  and  that  Mr.  Williams  be  de- 
sired to  furnish  the  said  board  with  an  extract  of  the  letter  he  has  received 
from  ffovernor  Trumbull,  relative  to  the  said  army  and  naval  force ;  and  that 
the  said  board  report  thereon  as  soon  as  possible. 

Two  letters  from  general  Washington,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed;  one 
from  general  Schuyler,  dated  at  the  German-Flats,  August  the  1st;  one  of  the 
the  29diof  July,  from  general  Gates,  with  copies  of  two  letters  enclosed,  were 
received  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Lee,  to  inform  him  of  the  in- 
telligence received,  that  the  troops  from  Charleston  are  arrived  at  New- York; 
and  to  direct  him,  in  case  the  British  troops  have  left  the  southern  colonies, 
to  repair,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  the 
orders  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  four  major-generals  and 
six  brigadier-generaU* 
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Mesolved,  That  the  poBt-riders  be  exempted  from  military  doty. 
Besolvedt  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  supply  colonel  Galbrctth 
vnih  9  lbs.  of  powder,  and  27  lbs.  of  lead,  for  the  use  of  three  companies  of 
Ids  battalion. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 
To  George  Kennedy,  for  three  rifles  purchased  in  Frederick  county,  Vir« 
ginia,  for  the  use  of  captain  Moivan's  company  of  riflemeo«  and  to  be  cbarp»l 
to  the  said  company,  the  sum  of  41)  dollars : 

To  William  Webb,  for  services  in,  and  articles  purchased  for,  the  use  of 
the  treasury  office,  IS7  54-90  dollars ;  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  contin- 
gent expenses :  ^ 

To  captain  Thomas  Hazlet,  for  subsistence  of  13  men  of  his  company,  oa 
their  march  from  Chester  county  to  New-Jersey,  9  82-90  dollars : 

To  captain*  Benjamin  Wallace,  for  subsistence  of  hi«  company,  on  their 
Duurch  from  Chester  county  to  New -Jersey,  32  20-90  dollars : 

To  captain  Matthew  ^yd  for  subsistence  of  53  men  of  his  cempanj,  ii 
colonel  Moore's  battidion,  on  their  march  from  Chester  county,  to  New-JerBejr, 
27  42-90  dollars : 

To  Tobias  Rudolph,  for  the  hire  of  two  horses  and  a  chair,  by  captain  Alex- 
ander Graydon,  to  conduct  money  to  Ticonderoga,  and  for  one  of  the  ni' 
horses  which  was  lost  at  Albany,  125  54-90  dollars : 

To  Mr.  Smith,  at  the  city -tavern,  for  the  expense  o(  a  guard  at  his  hmwe, 
over  prisoners  of  war  brougnt  from  Burlington,  16  27-90  dollars  : 

To  John  Tomkins,  for  the  subsistence  of  captailts  Crowlle's,  Heister's,  uni 
Lud^ngg's  companies  of  militia,  on  their  naarch  to  New-Jersey,  21  36-90 
doUairs : 

To  captain  James  M'Candless,  for  subsistence  and  ferriages  of  his  compi' 
Bj  of  the  4th  battalion  of  York  county  militia,  on  their  march  to  New-Jeneji 
41  78-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Besolved,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  in  A' 
Tor  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  forces  in  tbit 
state ;  the  said  delegates  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  bto  cobh- 
deration  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  rf 
sumed  thexhair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that  the  committee  hajewMdenr- 
ther  progress  in  the  matter  referrea  to  them ;  but  not  having  come  tot  con- 
clusion, desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Sesolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  comw^" 
tee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  articles  of  confederation. 
Adjourned  to  tea  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Jiugust  9,  1776. 

Confl;ress  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  regimental  pay-nMster  W 
the  Delaware  battjuion, 

John  Yates,  esq.  was  elected. 

fieeolved.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  devise  a  pl^  "^  ^' 
coun^;ing  the  Hessians,  and  other  foreigners,  employed  by  the  king  ^^^^^ 
Britain,  and  sent  to  Ainerica  for  the  purpose  of  subjugating  these  stttest 
quit  that  iniquitous  service : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Stockton. 
,  The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table.  ^    ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  d'uected  to  deliver  to  the  oritf  ^ 
the  board  of  war,  such  articles  in  their  possession,  belonging  to  the  ^rZ^ 
as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  board  f£  war,  are  necessary  for  the  DcUw»»^ 
battalion : 
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Tbat  the  sdid  committee  be  directed  to  send  to  gen.  Washington  30,000  flints. 

A  petition  from  William  Bell  &  Co.  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read  : 

Besolvedi  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  governor  Trumbull's  letter.  > 

Ee$olved,  That  Mr.  Mease  be  directed  to  supply  the  captains,  now  in 
Philadelphia,  belonging  to  colonel  Hand's  battalion,  with  such  sums  of  monej 
as  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  bounty  voted  to  non-commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  inlist  for  three  years. 

The  delegates  of  Pentfsylvania  and  Maryland,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Lew;is 
deLinkensdorf  was  referred,  brou^t  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  coil* 
sideration;  Whereupon, 

Bisolved^  That  Lewis  de  Linkensdorf  be  appointed  adjutant  to  the  German 
battalion,  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  continental  service. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
four  major-generals  and  six  brigadier-generals,  wlien  the  following  gentlemen 
were  chosen,  viz. 

William  Heath,  Joseph  Spencer,  John  Sullivan,  and  Nathaniel  Green,  esqrs. 
major-generals ;  James  Read,  John  Nixon,  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Alexander  M< 
Bougai^  Samuel  Holden  Parsons,  and  James  Clinton,  esqrs.  brigadier-generals. 

JHesolvedt  That  the  hearing  commodore  Hopkins  be  postponed  to  Monday 
next,  at  11  o'clock,  and  that  captain  Jones  be  directed  to  attend  at  the  same 
time. 

Resolved^  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  John  Hazlet  for  the 
use  of  his  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

JResolved,  That  William  Brown,  master-carpenter,  who  is  come  from  the 
camp  on  furlow,  be  ordered  not  to  return,  his  servicebeing  necessary  at  the  yard* 

1  ne  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Mgust  10,  1776. 

Retolved,  That  Isaac  Cooper,  ship-joiner,  be  ordered  not  to  go  to  New-Jersey  ; 
bis  service  being  wanted : 

That  William  Whiting,  a  wounded  soldier,  be  sent  to  the  hospital  of  Penn-^ 
sylvi^nia,  and  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States;  and,  in  case  he 
di^  that  the  expenses  of  his  funeral  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

Tiie  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Jeremiah  Dougan,  in  part  payment  of  his  account  against  the  continent, 
519  dollars  and  60-90ths,  with  wnich  he  is  to  be  charged : 

To  Daniel  Smith,  for  the  weekly  allowance  of  the  following  prisoners  of 
war,  viz.  James  Hughes,  town  major  of  Montreal,  and  captain  Duncan  Camp- 
bell, from  the  19th  January,  to  the  1 8th  July  last,  24  weeks,  and  6  days,  at  2 
dollars  a  week,  99  dollars  and  38-90ths : 

Major  Dunbar,  major  Stopford,  lieut.  Harrison,  lieut.  Shuttleworth,  lieut. 
M^Sk>nald,  and  capt.  Algeo,  from  the  £6th  April  to  12th  July  last,  11  weeks 
each,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  132  dollars :  ^ 

To  colonel  Jacob  Stroud,  for  expenses  of  wagon -hire,  in  conducting.  Cana- 
dian prisoners,  and  part  of  the  26th  regiment,  from  Walpeck,  in  New-Jersey, 
to  Readine  and  Bristol  in  Pennsylvania,  219  dollars  and  54-90ths,  out  of 
which  84  dollars  12-90ths,  is  a  charee  against  the  British  troops,  and  135  dol- 
lars and  42-90ths,  for  the  expense  oi  the  Canadians : 

To  John  Bates,  for  140  camp-kettles  delivered  to  colonel  Matlack,  186  dol- 
lars and  60-90ths : 

To  Thomas  Nevill  for  the  materials  and  making  travelling  carriages,  for  tlie 
cannon  sent  to  North-Carolina,  257  dollars  and  25-90ths : 

To  William  M'Gill,  for  expenses  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  battalion  on  their 
march  to  Canada,  which  is  to  be  charged  to  J.  Shallus,  quarter-master  of  the 
said  battalion,  14  dollars  45-90ths : 

To  Josejib  Haight^  for  the  allowance  to  captaia  Francis  Stuart  and  John 
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Leslie,  of  the  26th  reg:inieDt,  from  the  26th  April  to  11th  Julj,  tnd  ts  B;. 
Haddleston,  of  the  7th  regiment,  from  the  26th  April  to  the  lit  Jilu 
prisoners  of  war,  63  dollars : 

To  captain  Joseph  Spur,  of  colonel  Moore's  battalion,  for  die  snbiistesc'. 
his  company  of  28  men,  on  their  march  from  Chester  county  to  NcwJtni' 
the  sum  of  25  dollars  and  18-90ths : 

To  lieutenant -colonel  Joseph  Park,  for  the  subsistence  of  6  nen  of  tskt 
Moore's  battalion,  on  their  march  from  Chester  county  to  New-Jenej. ' 
dollars : 

To  Michael  Gratz,  for  Indian  goods  provided  by  him  in  MayandJiulir 
and  delivered  to  the  commissioners  for  Indian  afikirs  in  the  northern^ 
ment,  653  dollars  and  87-90ths  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  farther  reported,  that  they  have  had  under  considentm^ 
•accounts  of  Messrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  which  were  re-committed  nib 
and  havine  re-examined  the  same,  find  a  balance  due  to  them,  amoaBt^ . 
59,962  dollars  and  53-90ths,  which  tliey  arc  of  opinion  ought  tobepii: 
silver  andjgold : 

OrderedlThaii  the  sud  sums  be  paid  accordingly. 
Jlie»olved»  That  the  board  of  treasurv  be  directed  to  devise  wajs  utdBC 
for  paying  Messrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  and  report  to  Consress. 

Besolved^  That  an  order  for  3000  dollars  be  drawn  onrae  tretsirena^ 
Your  of  the  delegates  of  Delaware  government,  for  the  purpose  of  pajiif  k 
month's  advance  to  the  battalion  of  militia  marching  from  tiuit  g^rana^i 
the  flying-camp. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considersi 
Whereupon, 

JResolvedt  Tliat  commissions  be  made  out,  and  sent  to  general  Wasbiiss 
to  b^  delivered  to  the  several  officers  recommended  in  the  list  exhibited  \p^ 
said  board,  to  fill  the  vacancies  mentioned  in  the  said  list,  excepting  tfaoiepr 
sons  recommended  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  b^  officers  bemg  iBcaiiti^ 
which  ought  not  to  be  filled,  but  to  be  left  open,  until  those  officers  sbiil^;^ 
deemed,  and  excepting  the  case  of  lieut.  col.  Tyler,  who  is  to  haveictfifi^ 
^ion  for  colonel  of  the  regiment  lately  commanded  by  col.  Parsons,  proa^' 
and  that  lieut.  col.  Durkee  have  a  commission  of  colonel  of  the  dOth  rifiB^ 
anijlthat  major  Prentice  be  made  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regiment,  ii*^ 
he  is  now  major ;  and  major  Knolton  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  20th  R^ 
The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  causes  of  the  miscarriages  in  Canada,  broi^^^^ 
farther  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Taesdr  b(S^ 
Resolved,  That  John  Huehes  be  supplied  with  necessary  clothes,  bj  tbeB^' 
naffiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  nospital,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Stita. 

Besolved,  That  William  Tudor,  iudge-advocate  general*  have  thena^^ 
lieutenant-colunel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States;  and  that  he  be  o^ 
immediately  to  repair  to  the  discharge  of  his  duty  at  New-York.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  tlie  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colsi^.' 
Wilson,  fur  the  use  of  three  companies  of  his  battalion,  now  in  Phiiiddp 
11  lb.  of  powder,  and  44  lb.  of  lead  : 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  order  of  the  n»r^ 
committee,  such  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  as  may  be  necessaij^ 
the  use  of  the  continental  frigates. 
The  committee  on  Canadian  petitioners,  reported,  .   i 

That  the  rev.  Mr.  Louis  Lotbiniere  was,  on  the  26th  January  last,  appojc^ 
b^  general  Arnold,  chaplain  to  the  regiment  underlie  command  of  coU«f 
Livingston,  and  acted  in  that  capacity,  until  the  retreat  of  the  annj  t«»^ 
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nada,  and  was  promised  by  ^n.  Arnold,  the  pay  of  -g  14  10  per  month,  includ- 
ing rations ;  and  that  titere  is  now  a  balance  oi  124  dollars  84-90th8  due,  an^ 
that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  him,  and  he  continued  a  chaplain  in  the  pay 
of  the  United  Sutes : 

That  Jean  Fiscul  ought  to  receive  nine  months'  pay  as  a  private,  and  a  pre- 
sent of  £0  dollars  for  particular  seiTice,  the  whole  amounting  to  80  dollars,  and 
that  he  be  permitted  to  inlist  in  the  artillery  at  New-York : 

That  Pierre  du  Calvert  ought  to  receive  106  dollars  and  2-dds,  for  8  months' 
pay  as  an  ensign,  and  a  commission  as  a  brevet  lieutenant. 

That  Alexander  du  Clos  ought  to  receive  33  doUars  and  l-3d,  for  5  months' 
pay  as  a  private,  and  be  discharged,  with  permission  to  inlist  again  in  the  ser- 
vice, at  his  election : 

That  Jean  Baptist  du  Vidal  pudit  to  receive  56  dollars  for  seven  months'* 

payas  a  seijeant,  and  be  dischaiged,  or  continued  in  the  service,  at  his  election: 

That  Louis  Russe  ought  to  receive  32  dollars  for  his  services  as  a  nurse  and 

attendant  on  the  sick,  and  a  present  of  40  dollars  on  account  of  his  humanity 

to  them : 

That  Juet  a  Voir  ought  to  receive  a  present  of  10  dollars,  and  be  discharged, 
or  continued  in  service,  at  his  election : 

That  La  Junesse  ought  to  receive  a  present  of  40  dollars,  and  be  discharged : 
That  John  Hamptreneck  ought  to  receive  186  dollars  and  2-3ds,  as  deputy 
commissary,  from  the  15th  of  September  to  the  5th  of  February,  and  164  dol- 
lars for  his  pay  as  a  captain  from  the  5th  of  February  to  this  Asj,  being  6 
months  and  5  days ;  the  whole  amounting  to  350  dollars  and  60-90tn8. 

That  John  Diamond  and  Walker  Mwidj  ought  to  receive  a  present  of  40 
dollars  each : 

That  Andrew  Pepin  ought  to  receive  33  dollars  and  39-90ths,  for  5  months' 
pay  as  a  private,  for  his  services  as  a  volunteer,  and  be  continued  in  pay  as  a 
lieutenant : 

That  all  persons  who  have  acted  as  volunteers  in  Canada,  and  retreated  with 
the  army,  be  referred  to  general  Schuvler;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  enquire 
into  their  service  and  characters,  and  to  order  them  such  regards  and  wages 
as  shall  appear  to  have  been  merited : 

That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  James  Livingston,  and  his  general 
account  against  Congress  referred  to  the  inspection  and  determination  of  ge« 
neral  Schuyler* 

Besolved,  That  the  said  report  be  agreed  to. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jiugust  12,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Washin^n  of  the  8th,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed, 
and  one  from  general  Mercer,  with  one  enclosed  to  him  from  colonel  Dickin- 
son, were  read: 

jResolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  with  the  papers  en- 
closed, be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  letter  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  with  the  enclosed  letter  from 
colonel  Dickinson,  be  communicated  to  the  convention  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sundry  resolutions,  passed  by  the  convention  of  New* York,  were  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read. 

A  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  Cape-Francois,  in  Hispaniola,  dated  July  the 
23d,  was  also  read : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  secret  committee. 

That  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina  be  empowered  to  send  by  water,  at 
the  risk  of  the  continent,  the  military  stores  necessary  for  that  state. 

On  application  of  one  of  the  parties. 
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ResoLvedy  That  the  hearing  the  appeal  against  the  sentence  passed  on  the 
schooner  Thistle,  be  postponed  to  Monday,  the  £6th  instant. 

The  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  having  recommended  Philip  Schraoder, 
as  a  second  lieutenant  of  the  fifth  company  of  uermans,  to  be  raised  in  that  stott, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commission  be  granted  to  him  ac- 
cordingly. 

A  letter  of  die  3d,  from  the  council  of  Virginia,  and  one  of  the  same  dite, 
from  brigadier 'general  Lewis,  were  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  commodore  Hopkins  attended,  and  wu 
admitted  ;  when  the  examination,  taken  before  the  marine  committee,  and  the 
report  of  the  said  committee  in  consequence  thereof,  were  read  to  him ;  aad  the 
commodore  being  heard  in  his  own  defence,  and  having  delirered  in  some  far- 
ther answers  to  uit  cju^stions  asked  him  by  the  marine  committee,  and  two 
witnesses  being,  at  his  request,  introduced  and  examined,  he  withdrew. 

Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  instructions  epven  to  commodore 
Hopkins,  his  examination  and  answers  to  the  marine  committee,  and  therejwrt 
of  the  marine  committee  thereupon ;  also,  the  farther  defence  by  him  made,  and 
the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  ;  and,  after  some  debate,  the  farther  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Mgust  13,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  8th  Virginia  battalion  be  taken  into  pay  from  the  2rtk 
day  of  May  last,  and  the  7th  from  the  17th  day  of  June  last* 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  William  Barnes  for  first  lieo- 
tenant  on  board  one  of  the  frigates  built  at  Philadelphia ;  Thomas  Yaugfaaii,  se- 
cond mate  of  the  ship  Alfred,  to  be  third  lieutenant  of  the  Washington  fripte, 
commanded  by  Thomas  Reed,  esq.  and  Eiisha  Hinman,  to  the  command  of  the 
Gabot, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commissions  be  granted  to  Aem 
accordingly ;  and  that  captain  Saltonstal  be  ordered  to  discharge  Mr.  Vaughan, 
that  lie  may  repair  to  the  command  to  which  he  is  now  appointed. 

Colonel  Mercer,  of  the  Sd  Vii-ginia  battalion,  being  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
brigadier-ffeneral,  and  William  Christian,  who  was  appointed  colonel  o(Ab 
first  battalion,  having  declined  to  accept  his  commission,  and  colonel  WilluB 
Peachy,  of  the  fifth  battalion,  having  resigned.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  thereby,  and  the  ballots  being  takeii, 
Charles  Scott,  George  Weeden,  and  Isaac  Reade,  esquires,  were  elected  colow»» 
Alexander  Spotswood,  Thomas  Marshall,  and  Robert  Lawson,  esqrs.  lieute- 
nant-colonels ;  and  James  Junis  and  John  Green,  esqrs.  majors. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Conrad  Alster,  for  214  meals  supplied  to  the  militia  on  their  march  w 
New -Jersey,  tlie  sum  of  21  36-90  dollars : 

To  James  Davis,  for  70  meals  supplied  captain  Clark's  company  ot  militia^  oo 
their  march  to  New-Jersey,  7  9-90  dollars  j 

To  major  Blackden,  for  the  hire  of  a  sleigh  and  two  horses  from  A\huy  to 
Quebec,  cash  expended  going  express  from  general  Arnold  to  Sorel,  and  for  * 
horse,  bridle,  and  saddle,  lost  at  Dechamb^u,  in  the  service  of  the  colonies, 
153  dollars:  t 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid.  . 

The  board  of  treasury  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  devise  ways  and  metn»«'» 
paying  Messrs.  Price  and  Heywood,  brought  in  their  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  sent  to  ^neral  Schuyler  and  general  ^*!|f^jJJ 
pay  all  the  specie  that  they  may  have  m  their  hands,  belonging  to  the  ^^^ 
States,  to  Messrs.  Price  &  Heywood,  in  part  of  the  balance  due  to  tbe©*"^ 
the  said  states,  and  transmit  an  account  thereof  to  Congress : 
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That  the  committee  of  treasury  be  directed  to  use  their  endeavors  to  procure 
gold  and  silver,  as  quicUy  as  possible,  to  discharge  the  remainder : 

That  Messrs.  Price  and  Hajwood  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  fire  per  cent,  per 
anDum  interest,  for  the  balance  that  may  be  due  to  them,  after  deducting  the 
sum  that  shall  be  paid  diem  by  generals  Schujler  and  Gates,  from  the  time  of 
such  pajrment  untu  the  said  balance  is  paid. 

Xesotwd,  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  advance  one  month's  pay  to  the 
officers  and  men  from  Maryland,  on  their  march  to  the  flying^camp : 

That  the  deputy  quarter-master  general  be  directed  to  supply  the  troops 
from  Maryland  with  such  articles  as  they  may  stand  in  need  of,  out  of  the  stores 
in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  continent. 

Resolved^  That  the  five  millions  of  dollars,  last  ordered  to  be  emitted,  consist 
of  the  following  numbers  and  denominations,  viz. 

76,924  of  5  dollars  each,  384,620 

76,923  or4    do.  -  307,692 

76^923  of  3    do.  -  230,769 

76»923of2    do.  -  153,846 


76,923  of  30  doDan  each,  2,307,690 

76,923  of  8    do.               -  615,384 

76,923  of  7    do.                -  538,461 

76,923  of  6    do,               -  461,538 


SfiOOfiOO 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  2,666  2-3  dollars,  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers 
in  favor  of  Ludwick  Karcher,  for  the  purposeof  victualling  the  troops  marching 
to  the  flying-camp ;  he  to  be  accountidue. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
"Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  general  Washington  be  informed  that  Congress  have  not  re- 
ceived the  treaty  ^tween  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  and  the  St  John's 
and  Micmac  Indians,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  send  a  copy  thereof: 

That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  furnish  colonel  Wilson  with  23 
muskets,  22  lb.  of  powder,  and  88  lb.  of  lead,  for  the  use  of  Us  battalion  of 
militia. 

The  said  board  having  recommended  William  Caldwell  to  be  pay-master  of 
colonel  Baldwin's  regiment  of  continental  troops  raised  in  Massachusetts-Bay, 
and  William  Lawrence  to  be  pay-master  of  colonel  Shee's  battalion  of  cona- 
nental  troops,  raised  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commissions  be  granted  to  them 
accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  296  1-3  dollars  be  paid  to  the  order  of  Messrs. 
Simon  and  Campbell,  in  full  of  a  draueht  in  their  favor  by  George  Morgan, 
dated  at  Pittsburg,  June  3d,  1776,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  account 
of  the  commissioners  for  Indian  afiairs  in  the  middle  department 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  aeliver  to  James  Mease, 
tiie  sheeting,  in  their  hands,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  troojps. 

Congress  being  informed  that  Alexander  Ross  is  detained  at  Pittsburg, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affiurs, 
to  enauire  into  this  matter,  and,  if  they  find  no  new  cause  for  detaining  him 
since  he  was  before  the  committee  of  Cfongress,  and  they  think  it  proper,  that 
they  permit  him  to  pursue  his  journey  into  tlie  Indian  country. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  application  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leonard. 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  Hall. 
'  A  letter  of  the  12th,  from  brigadier-eeneral  Mercer,  was  read  t 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  articles  of  war,  and,  after  some  time 
spent  uiereon,  the  farther  consideration,  thereof  was  postponed  till  to-morrow* 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  tp -morrow. 
Vot.  r.  5B 
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WEDNESDAY,  Mgutt  14, 1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th,  from  general  Washington,  with  a  return  of  the  armj  a* 
New-York,  and  sundry  other  papers  enclosed,  being  received,  was  read : 

Also,  sundry  letters  from  England  were  read. 

Besolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington,  with  the  papers  enclosed, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

On  request  of  the  delegates  of  New-Jersey, 

Besolved,  That  the  tutors  in  Princeton  college  be  detained  from  gmng  to 
the  flying-camp,  and  that  the  said  tutors  be  directed  to  continue  in  tne  said 
college  exercising  their  several  functions. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  a  plan  for  encouraging  the  Hessians,  and 
other  foreigners,  to  (juit  the  British  'service,  brouglit  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

'  Whereas  it  has  beep  the  wise  policy  of  these  states  to  extend  the  protectiiB 
of  their  laws  to  all  those  who  should  settle  among  them,  of  whatever  natioB  or 
teliffion  they  might  be,  and  to  admit  them  to  a  participation  of  the  benefits  of 
civu  and  relieious  freedom  ;  and,  the  benevolenoe  of  this  practice,  as  well  ai 
its  salutary  elects,  have  rendered  it  worthy  of  being  continued  in  future  tines. 

And  whereas,  his  Britannic  majesty,  in  order  to  destroy  our  freedom  and 
happiness,  has  commenced  against  us  a  cruel  and  unprovoked  war ;  and,  unable 
to  eneage  Britons  sufficient  to  execute  his  sanguinsuy  measures,  has  applied 
for  aid  to  foreign  princes,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  selling  the  blood  of  their  peo* 

tie  tor  money,  and  from  them  has  procured  and  transported  hither  considert- 
le  numbers  of  foreigners.  And  it  is  conceived,  that  such  foreigners,  if  ap- 
prised of  the  practice  of  these  states,  would  choose  to  accept  of  lands,  liberty. 
Safety  and  a  communion  of  good  laws,  and  mild  &;ovemment,  in  a  country  where 
many  of  their  friends  and  relations  are  already  happily  settled,  ratiier  tfian  con- 
tinue exposed  to  the  toils  and  dangers  of  a  long  and  bloody  war,  waged  against 
a  people,  guilty  of  no  other  crime,  than  that  of  refusing  to  exchange  fi^edomi 
for  slavery ;  and  that  they  will  do  this  the  more  especially  when  tney  reflect, 
that  after  they  have  violated  every  Christian  and  moral  precept,  by  invading, 
and  attempting  to  destroy,  tiiose  who  have  never  injurea  them  or  their  coun- 
try, their  only  reward,  it  they  escape  death  and  captivity,  will  be  a  return  to 
tfie  despotism  of  their  prince,  to  be  by  him  again  sold  to  do  the  drudgery  of 
some  other  enemy  to  the  rights  of  mankind. 

And  whereas,  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  have  thought  fit,  by  a  late 
act,  not  only  to  invite  our  troops  to  desert  our  service,  but  to  direct  a  compul- 
sion of  our  people,  taken  at  sea,  to  serve  ag^nst  their  country : 

Hesolvea,  Tnerefore,  that  these  states  will  receive  all  such  foreigners  whs 
shall  leave  the  armies  of  his  Britannic  majesty  in  America,  and  shall  chooss 
to  become  members  of  any  of  tiiese  states ;  and  they  shall  be  protected  in  the 
free  exercise  of  their  respective  religions,  and  be  invested  with  the  rights,  pri- 
vileges and  immunities  of  natives,  as  established  by  tiie  laws  of  these  states; 
and,  moreover,  that  this  Confess  will  provide,  for  every  such  person,  fifb^ 
acres  of  unimpropriated  lands  in  some  of  these  states,  to  oe  held  oy  him  and 
his  heirs  in  absolute  property. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  committed  to  the  committee,  who 
brought  in  the  report,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  have  it  translated  into  Ger- 
man, and  to  take  proper  measures  to  have  it  communicated  to  the  foreign  troops« 

Mesolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin  be  added  to  the  said  committee. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  captain  William  Ross,  for  subsistence  and  ferriage  of  hb  company  of 
6f  men,  of  colonel  Smith's  battalion,  on  their  march  froni  York  county  to  New 
Jersey,  the  sum  of  52  dollars,  and  49-90tlis : 
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To  Daniel  Snith,  for  captain  Gamble's  aifowanc^,  from  d6th  April  to  10th 
August  instant,  being  15  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  the  sum  of  SO  dollars : 

To  lohn  Davit,  for  SS  da^  hire  of  a  wagon  transporting  the  bas^age  of  capt. 
Hay's  company  of  col.  Irwin's  battalion^  from  Carlisle  to  New-YOTk,  110  dol- 
lars, and  for  41  meals  supplied  capt.  Thomas  Turbutt's  company  of  col.  Wil- 
son's battalion,  on  their  march  from  Cumberland  county  to  New-Jersey,  the 
8um  of  4  dollars  and  9-90th8. 

To  John  Esheobach,  for  19  meals  supplied  recruits  of  capt.  Clu^age's  com- 
panrof  colonel  Hand's  battalion,  1  dollar  and  81-90ths: 

To  colonel  Clement  Biddle,  for  150  camp-kettles,  200  ddlars : 

To  Dr.  John  Coates,  for  a  set  of  surgeon's  instruments  lost  on  his  march  with 
general  Arnold  from  Cambridge  to  Quebec,  the  sum  of  26  dollars  and  60-90dis : 
.  To  Sarah  Campbell,  for  nursing  and  boarding  7  sick  men  belonfl;ing  to  cap« 
isins  Beatjr,  Benezet  and  Miller's  companies,  30  dollars  and  T-QO&s. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid.  . 

A  petition  from  Elisha  Swift,  and  Adonijah  Spanborrough,  was^presented  t# 
Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  from  Pennsylrania  and  Con* 
oecticut 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  t 
Whereupon, 

Besolvedt  That  Monsieur  Weibert,  now  serving  in  the  continental  army  at 
Kew-York,  as  an  engineer,  be  appointed  assistant  engineer,  with  the  rank  and 
pby  of  lieutenant-colonel ;  and  that  his  pay  commence  fnun  the  time  of  his 
eninging  in  the  senrice. 

That  general  Mercer  be  directed  to  discharge  or  grant  furloughs  to  Joseph 
Kerr,  hatter,  a  private  of  captain  Will's  company  in  the  first  battalion ;  and 
to  Philip  Mause,  stocking-weaver,  a  private  in  captain  Kling's  company  of  the 
fourth  battalion  of  Philadelphia  militia ;  these  two  persons  bein£  applied  for 
by  Mr.  Mease,  commissary,  to  whom  their  services  are  indispensamy  necessary 
ki  making  and  providing  <:lothing  for  the  army. 

Mesolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pdstponed^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jiugmt  15, 1776. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  c 
Whereupon, 

Besolvedj  That  James  Livingston,  having  been  appointed  a  colonel  of  a  re* 
pment  by  general  Montgomery,  have  a  colonel's  commission  given  him,  with 
orders  tojnlist  as  many  companies  of  Canadians  as  are  willbff  to  engage  in 
the  service ;  and  that  the  commander  in  chief,  in  the  northern  department,  b# 
directed  to  recommend  to  Congress,  proper  persons  for  officers  under  him. 

The  counciPof  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  having  recommended  Mr.  Bernard 
Hubley,  jun.  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  fifth  company  of  the  German  battalion, 

JResolved,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commission  be  granted  to  him  ac« 
cordingl^. 

A  petition  from  Return  Jonathan  Meigs,  in  behalf  of  hidiself  and  others^ 
was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read  t 

Jutolvedj  That  it  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Besolvtd,  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  tiie  treasurers,  in  favor  * 
of  James  Mease,  for  the  use  of  the  militia  going  to  New-Jersey. 

Ruolved,  That  the  sum  of  500  dollars  be  lodeed  in  the  hands  of  the  auditor-* 
general,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  small  debts ;  he  to  be  accouiitable. 

Sesolced,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colonel  M*Cal- 
lister,  ei^ht  stand  of  arms  for  the  use  of  his  battalion,  th^  said  committee  tak- 
ing security  for  the  return  of  the  said  arms : 
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That  the'^said  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  die  delegates  of  Nortk- 
Carolina,  five  tons  of  lead,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  that  state. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  of  the  19th  Ja1j» 
witb  sundry  depositions  and  papers,  was  referred,  brought  ia  their  report 
which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Jeremiah  Dugan,  was  presented  and  read: 
^    Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  instructions  given  to  commodore 
Hopkins,  his  examination  and  answers,  &c.  and,  thereupon,  came  to  the  follow- 
ingresolution : 

Jiesohedf  That  the  said  commodore  Hopkins,  during  his  cruize  to  the  sooth- 
ward,  did  not  pay  due  regard  to  the  tenor  of  his  instructions,  whereby  he  was 
expressly  directed  to  annoy  the  enemy's  ships  upon  the  coasts  of  the  southera 
states';  and,  that  his  reasons  for  not  going  from  Providence  immediately  to  the 
Carolinas,  are  by  no  means  satisfactory. 

At  the  request  of  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  the  further  consideratioo 
of  the  report  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  of  the  14th,  from  seneral  Washii^ton,  one  from  general  Schuyler, 
of  the  7th,  and  one,  of  the  5tn,  from  general  Gates,  being  received,  were  read. 

ResfAved^  That  500,000  dollars  be  sent  to  Mr.  Trumbull,  deputy  pay-master 
general,  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  order  of  the 
marine  committee,  such  stores  by  them  imported  as  are  necessary  for  the  fleeii 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  August  16,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  goneral  Washington,  was  read. 

The  board  of  treasury,  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  settie  the  accounts  of  the  army  at  New-Torkj  and 
in  the  northern  aepartment,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

To : — 

Gentiemen :  You  are  appointed  commissioners  by  tiie  Congress,  to  li(|Hi- 
date  the  accounts  of  the  army  in  ,  You  will,  therefore,  proceed  im- 

mediately to  and  apply, to  general  to  direct  all  penons 

who  have  been  engaged  in  transacting  public  business,  to  lay  their  accounts  be- 
fore you.  In  your  examination,  you  wdl  observe  the  utmost  exactness ;  talung 
care  not  to  allow  any  accbunts  for  which*  proper  vouchers  are  not  producedt 
Mo  officer  is  permitted  to  hold  two  commissions;  consequentiy,  is  not  to  re- 
ceive pay  for  two. 

Every  colonel  of  a  battalion  ought  to  |»t>duce  muster-rolls,  certified  by  the 
muster-master,  or  such  other  person  as  may  have  been  appointed  by  the  com- 
manding officer,  to  muster  the  men,  of  the  number  his  battalion,  from  time  to 
time,  consisted  of. 

No  alK>wance  of  pay,  or  rations,  is  to  be  made  to  any  officer  for  men  who 
have  not  been  actually  in  the  continental  service. 

If,  in  the  settiement  of  these  a^ccounts,  you  shall  discover  any  frauds  to  have 
been  practised,  or  abuses  committed  by  misapplication  of  public  moneys,  yoa 
shall  take  particular  notice  of  them,  and  make  especial  report  to  the  committee 
of  treasury.  When  you  have  completed  this  business,  you  are  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  your  proceedings,  with  accounts,  to  the  committee  of  treasury,  to  be  by 
them  finally  adjusted  and  discharged. 

Orderei,  Xm^  a  copy  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  respective  om- 
itussioneVs. 
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Resolv€d^T\aLt  the  sam  of  250,000  dollars  be  sent  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq. 
)uty  pay-master  general^  for  die  use  of  the  army  in  the  eastern  department, 
ftesoft^.  That  the  sum  of  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  John  Davjid 
helper,  for  the  bounty  money,  &c.  of  Us  company ;  he  to  be  accountable. 
K  petition  from  Dr.  &imuel  Strineer,  was  presented  and  read: 
Resolvedj  That  it  be  referred  to  we  medical  committee.  / 

Resolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  empowered  to  purchase  such  me* 
ines  as  they  judge  proper  and  useful  for  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  tp  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
letters  and  papers  respecting  the  murder  of  Mr.  Parsons : 
fhe  member  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

rhe  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Putnam^  in  favor  of  the 
.  Abiel  I^eonard,  was  referred,  reported, 

'  That  it  appears^  from  a  fartlier  certificate  of  general  Putnam,  that  Mr. 
3nard  performed  the  duty  of  a  chaplain  to  other  regiments  tKan  tiiat  of  the 
leral's,  for  the  space  of  eight  months,  for  which  he  has  had  no  compensa- 
1 ;  and  that  it  also  appears,  diat  Mr.  Leonard's  services,  at  that  time  in  the 
ly,  were  very  necessary  and  useful :''  Whereupon, 
?esolvedf  That  the  sum  of  300  dollars  be  paid  to  the  said  Mr.  Abiel  Leo- 
d,  as  a  reward  for  his  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  letters  received  yesterday  from  general  Washington, 
eral' Schuyler,  and  general  Gates,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
/ongress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  instructions  given  to  commodore 
pkins,  his  examination  and  answers,  &c.  and,  thereupon  came  to  the  follow* 
resolution:  » 

Resolved,  That  the  said  conduct  of  commodore  Hopkins  deserves  the  cen- 
e  of  this  house,  and  this  house  does  accordingly  censure  him. 
Jrdered,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  against  commodore  Hopkins 
transmitted  to  him. 

rhe  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Ldjoumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Jhigusi  17, 1776. 

i  letter  of  the  13th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read, 
rhe  delegates  of  ^ew-Jersey  laid  before  Uongress  a  resolution  of  their  con« 
tion,  empowering  any  one  of  them  to  represent  the  said  state,  in  these 
"da : 

**  In  provincial  congress,  New-Jersey,  Burlington,  June  22, 1776. 

Upon  the  question,  whether  one  or  more  delegates  shall  be  a  quorum  to 
resent  this  province  in  Continental  Congress,  it  was  carried  in  favor  of 
. 

'*  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

"WILLIAM  PATTERSON, ^crefary.'' 
lie  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
!*o  John  Bates,  for  187  camp-kettles,  delivered  to  Clement  Biddle,  deputy 
rter-ittaater  general,  249  dollars : 

7o  George  Bunner,  for  a  rifle  purchased  by  lieutenant  Moses  Rawling,  from 
n  Piper,  in  Maryland,  for  the  use  of  captain  Oner's  rifle-company,  and  to 
charged  to  said  company,  10  60-90  dollars : 

]*o  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Aston,  for  5  rifles  furnished  captain  Morgan's  com- 
y  of  riflemen,  by  persons  in  Frederick  county,  Vii^nia,  and  certified  by 
committee  there,  and  to  be  charsed  to  the  said  Morgan,  65  SO-90  dollars : 
^o  James  Mercer,  for  597  meals  furnished  to  the  miutia  on  their  march  to 
V -Jersey,  59  63-90  dollars : 

'ck  William  Clajrton,  for  454  meals  supplied  the  militia  on  their  march  to 
iv-Jersey,  45  So-90  dollars : 
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To  AViiliam  Allibone,  for  his  expenses  in  search  of  flint-stones^  by  directiiia 
of  the  board  of  war,  6  dollars : 

To  Joseph  Hinzey,  for  7  chairs  and  a  stool,  for  the  me  of  the  treasurj  oficei 
15  18-90  dollars : 

To  William  M*Carroll,  for  the  passage  of  prisoners  taken  far  catptaia  Barry 
from  Egg-Harbor  to  Philadelphia,  with  their  maintenance  on  the  road,  4  56»90 
dollars : 

-  To  colonel  Henrj  Haller,  425  39-90  dollars,  of  which  sum  90  dollars  are  to 
he  charged  to  captain  Nelson,  for  two  rifles  delivered  to  him  by  David  Biien ; 
14  54-90  dollars  to  the  army,  for  rations  supplied  captain  Nelson's  conpuy; 
24  dollars  for  contingent  expenses  of  three  expresses ;  and  S66  75-90  dkillais 
for  wovisions  for  the  prisoners  at*  Reading,  with  fire- wood,  salt;  straw,  kcin* 
cluaing  39  days'  service  of  the  said  Haller : 

To  Georee  Struylys,  for  entertainment  of  the  milttia  on  their  march  to  New* 
Jersey,  78  &I-90  dollars : 

To  Robert  Jewell,  for  sundry  bills  for  the  repair  of  the  old  gaol  in  FUfaidd* 
phia,  and  work  done  at  the  new  gaol,  178  5S-90  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affiiirs,  to  whom  sundry  letters  and  papers  firoiB 
Pittsburg  were  referred,  having  examined  them,  laid  the  same  on  the  taUe, 
desired  niey  might  be  read,  which  was  done. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  50  ddlars  be  drawn  on  tiie  treasurer,  in 
of  George  Morgan,  for  the  use  of  Peter  Long,  for  his  services  in  the  Imlian 
country. 

Resolved^  That  the  accounts  of  George  Morgan,  esq.be  referred  to  tlieboaid 
of  treasury. 

•A  letter  of  this  day,  from  Martin  Johnson,  lieutenant  of  artillery,  wis  bM 
before  Congress  and  read ;  wherein  he  desires  Cei)gress  to  enouire  into  the 
circumstances  of  Mr.  Anstruther's  diamond  rine,  which  he  aclmowloc^tt  he 
has ;  that  he  never  made  a  secret  of  it ;  that  he  round  the  ring  sometime  after 
the  garrison  capitulated,  and  thought  it  to  be  a  prixe;  and,  for  the  troth  of  what 
he  asserts,  refers  Congress  to  the  certificates  ot  several  principal  oflicers. 

Besolvedt  That  lieutenant  Martin  Johnson  be  directea  to  deliver  the  ring  to 
the  secretary  of  the  war  office,  who  is  ordered  to  send  the  same  to  Mr.  AnsSra- 
fter,  the  owner. 

Conffficss  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  conMiittee  to  wbsa 
was  referred  brigadier-general  Wooster's  letter,  requesting  an  enquiry  iBto  his 
conduct  while  be  had  tlie  honor  of  commanding  the  continental  forces  iti  Cana- 
da, which  was  read,  as  follows  : 

That  brigadier-general  Wooster  produced  copies  of  a  number  of  letters 
which  passed  between  him  and  general  Schuyler,  and  of  his  letters  to  Coo- 

fress  *f  from  which  it  appears  that  he,  from  time  to  time,  gave  seasonable  and 
i^e  notice  of  the  state  of  the  army  under  his  command,  and  what  supplies  were, 
in  his  opinion, necessary  to  render  the  enterprize  successful ;  that  a  number  of 
officers  and  other  gentlemen  from  Canada,  who  were  acquainted  with  hb  con- 
duct there,  and  who  happened  occasionally  to  be  in  tiiis  citr,  were  examined 
before  the  committee ;  to  which  letters,  and  tiie  minutes  of  the  examinatifrndT 
the  witnesses  herewith  exhibited,  the  committee  b^  leave  to  refer  Congress 
for  further  information,  and  report,  ^s  the  opinion  ^the  committee,  upon  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  that  was  before  them,  that  nothing  censurable  or  nlamo- 
worthy  appears  agsunst  brigadier-general  Wooster. 
The  report  being  asain  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
"Whereupon,  '  v 

^Resolved,  That  Gustavus  Rbberg  be  appointed  assistant  to  Clement  Biddle, 
deputy  quarter-master  general  to  the  flying-camp,  and  that  he  reside  at  Phila^ 
deiphia. 
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Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  desired  to  propose  an  exchange  of 
Britannic  majesty's  prisoners,  captivated  at  St.  Johns  and  Chambly,  for 
se  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  taken  in  Canada : 
rhat  major  Meggs  be  exchanged  for  major  French^  and  captain  Henry  Dear- 
n  for  an  officer  of  his  rank :  * 

rhat  in  case  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners  should  not  be  agreed  to,  that 
vision  be  made  for  supplying  our  pnsoners  in  Canada  with  necessaries,  by 
curing  and  sending  bills  pf  exchange,  drawn  by  British  officers^  prisoners  in 
se  states ;  or,  if  such  cannot  be  obtained,  that  cash  be  sent  to  tiiem. 
lesolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the*  convention  of  Maryland,*  to  raise 
I  arm  two  battalions  upon  the  continental  establishment : 
rhat  the  men  for  the  said  battalions  be  inlisted  to  serve  during  the  war,  an* 
\  sooner  discharged  by  Congress : 

rhat  the  said  convention  recommend  to  Congress  suitable  persons  for  field 
:ers  of  the  said  battalions,  and  appoint  all  the  other  officers : 
rhat  the  said  battaliona^  be  taken  into  continental  pay  so  soon  as  they  are 
led  and  accoutred  for  service,  and  accordingly  mustered : 
rhat  £0,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  said  convention,  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
ing  the  said  battalions ;  to  be  accounted  for  to  Congress. 
!olonel  Biddle  having,  bj  order  of  general  Mercer,  applied  for  the  followinff 
cles,  viz.  500  firelocks  with  bayonets,  and  500  bayonets  with  scabbards  oT 
erent  sizes,  200  spare  ramrods,  4,000  priming  wires,  and  £0,000  flints  : 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Mease,  commissary,  be  directed  to  provide  and  deli* 
to  colonel  Biddle,  or  his  order,  the  above  articles,  or  as  many  of  them  as  can 
procured. 

["he  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Ldjourned  to  ton  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  August  19, 1776. 

^  letter,  of  die  l£th,  from  general  Washington,  with  the  proceedings  an4 
gment  of  a  court-msjlial  against  col.  Donald  Campbell  enclosed,  was  read : 
Hesolved^  That  the  proceedings  and  jud^ent  ot  the  court-martial  be  sent 
general  Schuyler  for  his  appnmtion  or  disapprobation. 
Another  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  general  Washington,  with  papers  enclosed, 
ative  to  Mr.  flubile,  a  foreigner,  was  read : 
Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
V  letter  of  the  14th,  from  commodore  Hopkins,  was  read;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  commodore  Hopkins  be  directed  to  repair  to  Rhode-Island^ 
I  take  the  command  of  the  fleet  formerly  put  under  his  care. 
1  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  lieutenant  M.  Johnson,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Residved,  That  the  stoppage  of  lieutenant  M.  Johnson's  pay  betaken  ofi*,  and 
t  he  receive  what  is  due  to  him. 

i  letter  of  the  19th,  from  brigadier-general  Wooster,  was  read ; 
Trdered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Che  board  of  war  having  recommended  captain  James  Chapman  to  be  major 
:olonel  Tyler's  battalion,  and  captain  Thomas  Dyer  to  be  major  of  colonel 
rkee's, 

^Usolvedf  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commissions  be  granted  to  them 
ordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  empowered  to  employ  another  press 
print  the  bills  of  credit,  and  that  Matthew  Clarkson  and  Walter  Shee,  esqrs. 
appointed  superintendents  of  the  press,  in  addition  to  those  already  ap-^ 
uted  for  diat  service. 

^  petition  from  Chapman  Ashur  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read. 
Fhe  committee  on  Indian  affiurs,  to  whom  the  letters  Kom  the  commission- 
in  the  middle  and  southern  departments  were  rererred,  brought  in  a  reportr 
ich  was  taken  into  consideratitlD ;  Whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  die  commissioners  in  the  mid- 
dle department,  to  postpone  the  holding  tiie  treaty  with  the  Indians  in  their  de- 
partment, to  such  time  as  thej  think  best ;  and  that,  if,  by  continaingat  Pitts- 
burg in  the  mean  while,  thej  are  of  opinion  thej  shall  be  able  to  bring  the  In- 
dians into  a  friendly  disposition,  and  to  render  the  treaty  more  general,  diey 
be  desired  to  continue  there : 

That  the  invitation  given  by  the  said  commissioners  to  such  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions of  Indians,  as  live  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  to  attend  the  said  treaty, 
be  approved ; 

Tnat  the  said  commissioners  be  instructed  to  make  dUigent  enqnirj  into 
the  murder  lately  committed  by  Indians,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pittsbarg,  on 
one  Crawford ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  they  discover  by  whom  the  same  was  com- 
mitted, they  demand  due  punishment  on  the  offender  or  offenders,  which  be- 
ins  granted,  this  Congress  will  not  consider  the  same  as  a  national  act : 

That  the  said  commissioners  invite  such  of  the  Indian  chiefs  and  waniors  of 
their  department,  as  they  think  best,  to  visit  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  after 
the  conclusion  of  tiie  treaty  with  them : 

That  the  following  extract  from  the  speech  of  Logan,  an  Indian  chief,  be 
transmitted  to  the  commissioners  for  the  middle  department,  viz.  ^  We  still 
hear  bad  news.  Connesdico  and  some  of  us  are  constantly  threatened.  And 
the  Bear-skin,  a  trader  from  Pennsylvania,  amongst  others,  says,  a  ^i^eat  re- 
ward is  offered  to  any  person,  who  will  take  or  entice  either  of  us  to  Pittsbsrg, 
where  we  are  to  be  hanged  up  like  dogs  by  the  Big-knife.  This  being  trie, 
how  can  we  think  of  what  is  good.  Tiuit  it  is  true  we  have  no  doubt,  and  you 
may  depend  on  it,  that  the  Bear-skin  told  Metppsica  every  word  of  what  I 
have  mentioned.^'  And  that  they  be  directed  to  do  all  in  th^  power  to  re- 
move every  jealousy  of  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  from  the  minds  of 
the  Indians.  And,  as  it  may  possibly  happen,  that  the  persons  concerned  in 
tiie  Indian  trade,  in  order  to  eneross  to  themselves  or  to  the  traders  of  their 
own  state,  the  whole  of  the  sUd  Indian  trade,  may,  by  false  suggestions,  en- 
deavor to  poison  the  minds  of  the  said  Indians,  and  render  them  inimicid  to 
any  other  state,  and  to  involve  such  state  in  an  Indian  war,  that  it  be  there- 
fore recommended  to  the  assemblies  and  conventions  of  the  several  states,froBi 
which  trade  is  carried  on  with  the  Indians,  that  they  take  the  most  eflfectual 
measures  to  prevent  the  traders  of  their  respective  states  from  pursuing  a  prac- 
tice so  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  United  States : 

That  so  much  of  the  Indian  speech  as  relates  to  the  Nantikokes,  be  sent  to 
the  convention  of  Maryland,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  give  Congress  such 
information  upon  the  subject  as  they  can  obtain : 

That  agreeable  to  the  proposition  from  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affiurs 
in  the  southern  department,  Mr.  Galphin  and  Mr.  Ray  be  desired  to  invite  sudi 
of  the  head  men  or  the  Creeks,  as  thejr  shall  think  expedient,  to  visit  Congress 
at  Philadelphia,  and  that  Mr.  Galphin  or  Mr.  Kay  be  requested  to  attend 
them  hither,  and  that  Congress  will  defray  the  expenses  of  such  journey. 

Resolved,  That  the  part  of  the  report  respecting  the  neutrality  of  tiie  In- 
dians be  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  1200  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  commisaioDers 
appointed  to  audit  and  settie*  the  accounts  of  the  army  at  New-York,  and  in 
tne  northern  department;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  war,  as  revised  by  the 
committee  for  that  purpose  appointed,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the 
fiuther  consideration  thereof^was  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Archibald  Hamilton  be  permitted  to  reside  at  New- 
Brunswick,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congress. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred^  tiie  petition  from  Blisha  Swift,  &c. 
brought  in  their  report. 
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The  committect  of  treaaary  reported,  that  ther?  in  due, 

To  Jacob  Yanderhyden  tor  clottiing  supplied  the  army  in  Canada*  m.  capt. 
Ten  Byck's  company,  £  256  15  5 ;  to  capt  John  Viaher'a  company  i^  188  14. 5  ; 
to  capt  John  Viagar,je94  6  6;  to  capt.  John  Oraim,  d6  52  0  7 ;  to  gen.  Arnold* 
/or  the  army,  i8  4  19  0 ;  for  shoes  purchased  by  order  of  the  commissioners  of 
Congress,  j621  12  0;  the  whole  amounting  to  iS  595  7  II9  lawful  money^ 
equal  to  1984  59-90  dollars : 

To  Georee  Morgan,  esq.  for  the  balance  of  his  account  for  sundries  supplied 
ibr  the  middle  department  to  be  charged  to  the  commissioners  for  Indian  ai&irs 
in  the  said  department  S77  75*90  dollars : 

'    To  Robert  Irwin^  for  fbe  hire  of  four  tearns^  and  their  {eniage»  to  New* 
York,  162  20-90  dollars : 

To  Christian  Yoigt,  for  116  meals  supplied  the  troops  on  theii*  march  to 
I^ew-Jersey,  7  53-90  dollars ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  George  Huf* 
Dagel: 

To  George  Hufnagel,  for  666  meals  supplied  the  troops  on  their  march  ti 
New-Jersey,  42  25-90  dollars  : 

To  colonel  Jeremudi  Du^an,  for  the  balanoe  of  his  account  for  sup^es  to 
the  artny  in  Canada,  eiclusive  of  sundry  articles  for  which  he  has  proauced  no 
vouchers,  698  45-90  doHars : 

thdered.  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid.  > 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

TUESDAY,  Jiugust  20, 1776. 

A  letter  of  the  1 8th,  from  general  Washington,  with  sundry  papers  enetoi£d, 
was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

JResolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  io  a  committee  of  five: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Ratledge,  Sfr.  J. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

A  petitfon  from  Harduin,  Mertlet,  was  read,  and  refeired  io  the  Canada 
'  committee. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  tfae^petition  firom  Dr.  Stringer,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideratkm ;  whereupon, 

Mesolvea,  That  Dr.  Morgan  was  appointed  dtrector-generul  and  physician 
in  chief  of  the  American  hospital : 

That  Dr.  Strinser  was  appointed  director  and  physician  of  the  hoopttal  ia 
ike  northern depa^ent only:  ^^  ^^ 

That  every  director  of  a  hospital  possesses  the  exclusive  right  of  appointing 
eorgeons  and  hospital  officers  of  all  lands,  agreeid>le  io  the  resolutions  of  Con« 
cress  of  the  17thof  July,in  his  own  depsArtm^it,  unless  otherwise  directed  by 
Congress: 

That  Dr.  Stringer  be  authorized  to  appoint  aeurgeon  for  tte  fleet  now  fitting 
ent  upon  the  lakes : 

That  a  drugcist  be  appointed  in  Philadelphia,  whose  business  it  shall  be,  to 
receive  and  denver  all  medicines,  instruments,  ai|d  shop-fiirniture  for  the  buie- 
it  of  the  United  States : 

That  a  salary  of  SO  dollars  a  roentfa  be  paid  to  the  said  dmopst  for  his  labor. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  druggist,  and,  the  ballols  being 
taken.  Dr.  William  Smith  was  elected. 

The  board  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Joseph  Uaight,  for  sundry  supplies  of  provisions  and  wood  for  the  pri- 
soners at  Burlington,  from  the  10th  June  to  the  18th  July  last,  S77  36-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

A  letter  firom  Mease  and  Caldwell  waa  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

JUsolvedp  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

Vol.  I.  ST 
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The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  Mocris,  and  Mr.  Paine. 
Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  ftdr 
farther  consideration  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and  after  some  time,  Ik 

g resident  resumed  the  diair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that  the  comouitec 
aving  had  under  consideration  the  articles  of  contederation.  had  pmethroo^ 
^e  same*  and  agreed  to  sundry  articles,  which  he  was  ordered  to  submit  ti 
Congress. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  eighty  copies  of  the  articles  of  confederatioo,  as  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  be  printed  under  the  same  injunctioiu  astbe 
former  articles,  and  delivered  to  the  members  under  the  like  instnictioiu  u 
formerly. 

Resotvtd^  That  Mr.  Hamilton  Toungbe  permitted  to  reside  in  PcaBiyWt- 
nia,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  device  for  a  great  seal  for  theUnital 
States,  brottdht  in  the  same,  witn  an  explanation  thereof : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  of  the  19th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read* 

Information  being  given  to  Congress  that  uie  crews  of  some  of  the  AnMri- 
can  vessels  have  risen  a^nst  their  captains,  and  piratically  seized  the  vcskU 
and  that  one  of  them  being  carried  into  England,  the  pirates  have  been  psblielj 
countenanced,  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  tuen  by  administration,  and  test  tv 
victual  their  fleet  and  army  in  America : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  theci^ 
cumstances  of  the  captures,  and  report  thereon : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Jefiersoa. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  ^-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  August  21,  1776. 

A.  petition  froin  Prudehome  la  Ju^sse  was  read,  arid  referred  tptfaeboiri 
of  war. 

l%e  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Holden  Parsons  wts  re- 
ferred, brouebt  in  their  report,  which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

l^esofved.  That  Baxil  Bouderot,  mentioned  in  die  said  memorial,  he  f^^^^ 
the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  there  delivered  to  the  council  rf  *^*"^ 
state,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  council  to  proceed  agaiDsttbe 
said  Bazil  Bouderot  according  to  the  laws  of  their  state ;  but,  if  ibej  ktve  bo 
law  by  which  crimes  committed  out  of  their  state- may  be  tried  within  ^^^ 
that  then  they  confine  the  said  Bazil  Bouderot,  untd  the  situation  of  f^ 
will  admit  his  being  removed  to  Nova-Scotia,  where  the  crime  is  aUcp 


aflbu*s  will  admit  his  being  removed  to  Nova-Scotia,  where  the  crime  is  ail<P 
to  have  been  committed,  and  there  submitted  to  a  fair  trial,  accordiog  to  tie 
ukdeht  laws  of  that  province. 

The  committee  to  whom  part  of  the  report  from  the  committee  on  V^J^J* 
re^committed,  having  brought  in  a  report,  the  same  was  taken  onto  c<msaen' 
tion:  Whereupon,  t 

Resohed,  That  all  persons,  not  members  of,  nor  owinr  allegiance  to,  •V^ 


the  United  States  of  America,  as  described  in  a  resolution  ofCoatfrc^J^* 
24th  of  June  last,  who  shall  be  found  lurking  as  spies  in  or  about  the  t«tiB» 
tions  or  encampments  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  tn^ 
shall  suffer  death,  accluding  to  the  law  and  usage  of  nations,  bv  sentenw  » 
court-martial,  or  such  other  punishment  as  such  court-martial  shall  dirwt. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  above  resolution  be  printed  at  the  ead  rf  the  roles  »»* 
articles  of  War.  . 

Re$(dped,  That  500.000  dollars  be  seat  to  the  pay-master  geneflJ*^"** 
<)f  the  army  at  New-York.  .  r-/  o 
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The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  tiikeii  into  consideration* 
"Whereupon, 

Besotved,  That  die  cannon  committee  be  directed  to  contract  for  the  imme- 
diate casting  of  six  6  pouiiders,  six  12  pounders,  four  8  inch  howitzers,  four  6 
inch  howitzers,  and  6  eohom  mortars,  to  oe  made  of  brass,  if  a  sufficient  quantitj^ 
of  that  metal  can  beprocured ;  if  not,  to  be  cast  of  iron,  and  sent,  as  socm  as 
possible,  to  general  dates  for  tiie  use  of  the  northern  army,  and  that  the  said 
committee  provide  also  carriages,  and  everjr  thing  necessary  to  complete  the 
said  artilleiy  for  service : 

That  major-^oeral  Ward  be  authorized  and  requested,  if  his  health  will 

Sennit,  to  continue  in  the  command  of  the  forces  in  the  service  of  the  United 
tates,  in  the  eastern  department,  until  farther  orders: 

That  the  cannon  committee  be  authorized  to  possess  themselVes  of  the  cop« 
per  said  to  be  at  New-London,  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

Mesolved,  That  colonel  Henry  Knox  be  authorized  to  draw  upon  the  pay- 
master general  for  money  sufficient  to  miy  for  any  quantity  of  copper  that  can 
be  procured  for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  he  to  render  an  account  of  tiie 
sums  drawn  for,  and  the  copaer  purchased. 

Memlpid,  That  the  letter  from  gineral  Washincloni  read  yesterday,  and  that 
of  the  12th,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
-  A  letter  to  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence  was  read. 

Bmolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revise  die  resolutions 
f^  Congress,  respecting  the  place  where  prizes  are  to  be  carried  into,  and  tP^ 
bripg  in  such  farther  resolutions  as  to  them  shall  seem  pnmer : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jefferson^  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  refe'rred,  beingpostsened. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  August  22,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  gen.  Washington,  enclosing  &  copy  6f  majoi^  Bige- 
tow's  Journal,  and  gen.  Carieton's  orders?  the  4di  of  August;  aho,  a  letter  of 
the  loth,  from  general  Schuyler,"were  read. 

Jienhed,  Tmtt  the  letter  from  genend  Washington,  with  the  papers  en* 
closed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  be  referred  to  the  conimittee  on  the 
miscarriages  in  Canada. 

•  The  president  laid  before  Congress  a  warrant  for  apprehending  Thomas 
Beed,  Patrick  Ballantine,  and  Rowrt  Gilmore,  and  informed  that,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  a  party  of  liffht-horse  have  brought  the  prisoners  to  Ptuladel- 
phia^  where  t^ey  are  confine^  under  a  guard,  at  the  Indian-Queen  tavern. 

Mesolvedj  Thiat  the  prisoners- be  sent  for  examination  to  the  council  of  safety 
of  Pennsylvania. . 

Itesolvedj  That  1400  dollars  be '  paid  to  Alexander  Tod,  it  being  in  full  of 
an  order  in  his  favor,  drawn  by  George  Morgan,  for  goods  purchaied  for  the 
treaty  at  Ptttsbure,  and  tliat  the  same  be  charged  to  the  acconnta  of  the  com- 
missioners for  Indian  affiurs  in  the  middle  department 

Re$olved,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  in  favor 
of  colonel  Mark  Bird,  who  has  contracted  to  cast  cannon  for  the  United  States  ^ 
he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  whioh  was  read. 

Ordendy  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  general' Washington  of  the  18th, 
was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read: 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

•  Congrt^  then  resolved  itself  into  a  e<mimittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
consideration,  the  form  of  a  treaty;  and,  after  seme  time,  the  president  re« 
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Mwmei  tiM  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelsan  rfiported,  that  the  committee  have  had  uxukt 
conaideratioQ  the  matter  to  them  referred ;  bat»  not  haying  had  tine  to  p 
Ihrengh  the  lamty  desifed  leave  to  sit  again. 

JUmdred,  That  Congreaa  will*  to-morrow,  reai^Te  itaelf  into  a  committoe  of 
Ibe  vhole,  to  take  into  consideralioa  the  plan  ef  fiMreigQ  treaties. 

A  letter  of  the  lBth»  from  the  conncil  of  aafetj  of  Maiyland,  was  retd} 
Wnerenpony 

Beiohed^  That  26,666  S-S  doUara,  be  advanced  to  the  conncil  of  safety  of 
Maryland,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  raised  for  the  fl jisg-canqf^ ;  tbrj  to  be 
ioGon^tahle. 

*  A  letter  from  hrtflsadier-general  Lewis;  riao^  a  letter  from  the  comnittoe  sf 
Carlisle,  in  PennsylYania,  enclosing  a  memorial  from  the  offioera,  prissoen 
there,  #ete  read,  «Bd  refNred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  marine  committee  baring  recommended  Dndler  Saltonatal  to  the  con- 
mand  of  the  frigate  Tnimbnll ;  Jonathan  Maltbay,  firat-lientenant,  and  David 
Fhippa  to  be  aecond-Kentenant  of  the  said  frigate ;— .Wilaon  to  beirst-liei- 
tenant  of  die  Washington,  and  John  Nicholson  to  be  second-Uenlenant  of  ditt*; 
John  Hodffe  to  command  the  Montgomerj  frigate,  at  New -York. 

BessfeeSy  That  ttej  be  accc^d«  and  eommisaiima  granted  to  thesi  ic* 
cordingly. 

Besotiedj  That  tiio  aeeret  committee  be  directed  to  dolirer  to  b^^^' 
chats,  a  wnnber  of  maskets,  anfficient  to  arm  the  marinea  imder  his  cetumn 
lathiacify. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  doe. 

To  Robert  J^elU  for  a  writing-desk,  atoola,  kc.  lor  the  board  of  war>  ^ 
sun  of  31  60-90tha  dollars : 

To  John  Bates,  for  120  camp-kettlea,  deUrered  to  deputy  qaaiter-mit^ 
general  C.  fiddle,  160  dollars : 

To  John  Bc^Dirt,  for  the  expensea  of  baryin#  a  soldier  of  captain  Hamiin's 


S514M)adDUars;  both  ani«iiuitifigtod4  61-90thadollara|  adtobepiidto 
Joseph  Burrell : 

To-OawaM  Bre^  fin*  sonreying  the  inlets  to  the  northwnni  of  Cape-Msj,  hj 
order  of  a  committee  of  Congress,  224  55-90th8  dollars : 

To  Richard  Bache,  St^ben  Paschall  and  Michael  Hill^as,  for  80^"°: 
ieipding  the  Piitst  from  Docember  the  Idth,  1775,  to  Febnmry  the  3d»  1^ 
id  printing  tne  aeoand  easission  of  continental  billa  of  credit,  and  of  die  10^ 
donars,  struck  far  the  pmpose  of  exchanging  torn  and  rag;ed  bills,  45  iV* 
each,  at  two  dollars,  agreeable  to  a  resoWe  of  Congress,  270  dollars : 

To  James  Boddeo,  for  hire  of  wagons  and  expenses  of  prisoners,  «c.  ti 
Bofliding  ami  CaritOe,  164  54-90ths  dollars : 

Onfar^  That  the  aaid  aeconnts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  refenred»  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  dugmt  2S,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  21st  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  a  copy  of  »!«**' 
from  biro  to  lord  Howe»  tograor  ^th  bis  lorashb^s  answer,  was  ^^J^^^g. 

Hesolved^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  widi  ordtn  ^ 
pnblish  the  geneiraPb  lettento  lord  Howe,  and  his  lordship's  answer.      ' 

A  petition  from  William  Helton  was  read,  and  refoned  to  the  mroie  com 
mittee. 

A  petithm  from  Jamea  M^Hemy  wa»vead»  and  referred  to  the  nmiicslc^ 
mittpt. 


A  petition  from  Lewis  FrabX,  gua-spith,  we«  read ;  praying  that  the  w«fk- 
nen  in  his  nanufactory  may  be  exemBte4  from  goiM  to  the  fiying-campy  and 
iliat  two  of  his  wprkraen,  who  have  ioiisted,  inay  be  Qisohai*gea  s 

Resolvei^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted^ 

The  detmtes  froai  PeansyWaAia  and  Connectiait*  to  whom  the  applica- 
imi  from  the^  convention  of  Penn^Ivaoia,  and  the  inhabitants  settled  under 
Connecticut,  in  the  town  of  Westmoreland,  was  referred,  brought  in  a  reports 
which  was  taken  into  consideiiitions  Wherenpon, 

R^ohed,  That  six  companies^  on  the  contmental  establishment,  be  raised 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  posted  along  the  frontiers  of  tiie  counties  of  Northum-'. 
berland  and  parts  a^iscentt  till  fitraer  orders  of  Congress } 

That  suitable  persons  be  recommended  to  Congress,  by  the  conventi<Mi  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  major,  to  ooBHnand  thesud  forcea^ 
And  tliat  the  said  convention  appoint  the  captains  and  subalterns :  ' 

That  two  companies,  on  the  continental  establishment,  be  raised  in  the  town 
of  Westmoreland,  and  stationed  in  proper  places  Siut  the  defmce  of  the  in^ 
habitants  of  the  said  town  and  parts  adjacent,  till  farther  orders  of  Congress  i 
the  commissioned  officers  of  the  said  PffQ  companies  to  be  immediately  ap- 
pMAted  by  Congress  ( 

That  the  pay  of  the  men  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid,  commence  when  they  ar« 
armed  and  mustered,  and  that  they  be  Uable  to  wpf%  in  any  part  of  the  VJnit<« 
ed  States,  when  ordered  hy  Congress: 

'  iniat  the  said  troops  be  inlist^  to  serve  during  the  war,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged by  Congress. 

Be$olved,  That  any  number  of  troops,  ordered  into  the  service  of  the  ccmti- 
nent,  by  Maryland,  above  the  quota  ot  that  state,  be  taken  into  continental  pi^.r 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Temple,  of  Charlestown,  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  was  laid 
before  Compress^  and  read: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  meaabers  chosen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Hey  ward,  and  Mr.  Stone. 

Be&olved,  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  iiv 
lavor  of  Mr.  James  Mease,  for  the  public  service ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  repmtfiTtomthd  marine  committee  $ 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  Tbst  the  marine  committet  be  autimrized  and  empowered  to  pur- 
chase materials,  in  all  such  patts  of  America  as  they  may  think  proper,  for 
building  more  ^ips  of  war,  and  that  the  said  committee  report  to  Congress  a 
plan  of  the  ships  that  should  be  built  in  addition  to  the  present  navy. 

Hie  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday.. 

MONDAT,  Jiugust  26,  1776. 

Three  letters,  of  the  22d  and  dSd,  from  general  Washington,  with  sundry  pa« 
pers  enclosed-;  a  letter  from  William  Finnic,  deouty. quarter-master  general  of 
the  southern  department,  were  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  18th,  from  general  Schuyler,  was  read  ;  and  the  same,  to- 
ttther  with  the  minutes  of  the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  the  Grerman- 
nats,  were  referred  to  the  standing  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

A  letter  from  WUIiam  Coxe  and  others,  owners  of  three  privateers  fitting  out 
in  Philadelphia,  v^asread,  and  referred  to  the  marine  committee.     * 
A  petition  from  George  Measam  was  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war- 
Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  sundry  offices,  when  Jonathan  Day- 
ton was  etocted  regimental  pay-master  of  colonel  Dayton's  battalion ;  Robert 
Durkee  and  Samuel  Ransom,  captains  of  the  two  companies  ordered  to  be  rais- 
ed in  the  town  of  Westmoreland ;  James  Wellis  and  Perin  Ross,  irst  lieute-  • 
nants ;    Ashael  Buck  and  Simon  Spalding  second  lieutenants ;  and  Hemaa 
Swift  and  Matthew  HoUomback,  ensigns  ol  said  companies* 
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On  application  from  the  convention  of  the  state  of  PennsjWania, 

•  BeswedrThat  100,000  dollars  be  lent  to  the  said  convention  of  Pennon- 
nia,  t4  be  put  into  the  haiuls  of  the  council  of  safety  ;  the  said  state  te  beK- 
CDuntable.  ^ 

•  Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  send  to  capt  Durkee  900 
lb.  powdet,  and  a  proportionabie  quantity^  of  lead,  for  the  nse  of  the  two  West- 
moreland companies. 

'Resolved,  That  an  order  for  500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  in  hm 
of  Mr.  Philip  Schuyler,  in  full  for  500  tb.  of  powder  ptirchased  on  theEisten- 
8hore,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  forces. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  empowered  to  give  orders  for  the  pajflMot 
of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  treasurers  of  Norfli-Carolma,  for  tiie  use  of  the  conti- 
nentalfcHTces  in  that  state. 
^  On  application  of  the  parties, 

Resmved^  l*hat  the  hearing  and  deiermining  upon  the  appeal  ag^nst fbeter* 
diet  and  judgment  passed  upon  the  schooner  Thistle,  be  nurther  postponed  to 
Monday,  the  9th  of  September  next. 

A  pi^tion  from  sundry  paper-makers  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  rarfi 
paying  that  Nathan  Sellers,  an  associator  in  colonel  Paschall's  battefioB,nif 
ne  ordered  back  from  New- Jersey,  to  make  and  prepare  moulds,  washers,  aod 
utensils  for  canning  on  the  paper  manufactory : 

Resolvedj  That  the  prayer  or  the  petition  be  granted.  ^ 

Congress  resumed  tee  report  of  the  oommittee  on  disabled  sddiers  and  tea- 
men ,  and  came  to  the  followinj;  resolutions : 

Whereas,  in  the  course  of  the  present  war,  some  commissioned  and' MB- 
cammissimied  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  dso  private  soldi^v,  mtrioeS) 
and  seamen,  may  lose  a  limb,  or  be  otherwise  so  disabled  as  to  prevent  their 
serving  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  getting  their  livelihood,  aftd  may  stand  in  need 
of  relief: 

Resolved,  That  every  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  isd 

Sivmte  soldier,  who  shall  losea  limb  in  any  engagement,  or  be  s«  disabled  m 
e  service  of  the  United  States  of  America  as  to  render  him  incapable  after- 
wards of  ^tting  a  livelihood^  shall  receive,  during  his  life,  or  the  coodnoaiice 
of  such  disability,  the  one  half  of  his  monthly  pay  from  and  after  the  time  ttat 
Us  pay  as  an  officer  or  soldier  ceases ;  to  be  paid  by  the  committee  as  heiwf^ 
mentioned :  -  .       ^ 

.  That  every  commander  of  any  ship  of  war  or  armed  vessel,  commissioned  of- 
ficer, warrant  officer,  marine  or  seaman,  belonging  to  the  United  ^^.^ 
America,,  who  shall  lose^^a  limb  in  any  engagement  in  which  no  prise  ^^^^^ 
taken,  or  be  therein  otherwise  so  disabled  as  to  be  rendered  incapableof  ^etusf 
a  livelihood,  shall  receive,  during  his  life,  or  the  continuance  of  such  disabiU' 
ty,  the  one  h^lf  of  his  monthly  pay,  from  and  after  tiie  time  that  his  pay  as  tf 
officer  or  marine  or  seaman  ceases";  to  be  paid  as  hereafter  ^^^^^^.^^h 
In  case  a  prize  shall  be  taken  at  the  time  such  loss  of  Jimb  or  other  <^^^y"^7 
shall  happen,  then  such  sum  as  he  may  receive  out  of  the  net  P^^J[^^ 
mile,  betore  a  dividend  is  niaile  of  the  same,  agreeable  to  former  ^'^'^[V? 
Congress,  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  his  half  pay,  and  computed  aoorff- 

inKjy:  •  '  .    .  J 

That  every  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  and  P"^^^ 
dier,  jn  the  army,  and  every  commander,  commission  officer,  warrant  omc^ 
manne,r  or  seaman  of  any  of  the  ship  of  war,  or  armed  vessels  belonging  to  t^ 
United  States  of  America,  who  shall  be  wounded  in  any  engagement,  so  •? 
be  rendered  incapable  of  serving  in  the  army  or  navy,  thoupi  not  ****~JJ.^- 
bleil  from  getting  a  livelihood,  shall  receive  such  monthly  sum  as  ^^^^^^ 
ed  adequate  by  the  assembly  or  other  representative  body  of  the  ^^^/r^^ 
belongs  or  resides,  upon  application  to  them  for  that  purpose, provided  tne»»»» 
doth  not  exceed  his  half  ^y. 


JOURNALS  <nr  €OIIGBB88;i776.  455 


.  ProTi^ed,  tliat  no  commimoned  officer,  non-comiaissioBed  officer,  and  prhrato 
soldierv  in  the  army,  commander)  commisskn^ffictr,  warrant  officer,  marine 
or  seaman  of  any  of  the  dhim  oC  war,  or  urmed  vessels,  belongins;  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  who  shall  be  wounded  or  disabled  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  enti* 
tied  to  his  half  najr  or  other  allowance,  tinless  he  prodnce  to  die  committee  or 
officer  appointeu  to  receive  the  same,  in  the  state  wnere  he  resides  or  belongs,  or 
to  the  assembly  or  legislative  body  of  rach  state,  a  certificate  from  the  com- 
manding officer,  who  was  in  the  same  engacement  in  which  he  was  so  wounded, 
or,  in^case  of  his  death,  from  some  other  officer  of  the  same  corps,  and  the  sur- 
geon that  attended  him,  or  a  certificate  from  the  commander  of  the  ship  of  war 
or  armed  vessel  engaged  in  the  action,  in  which  «iy  officer,  marine,  or  seaman, 
received  his  wound,  and  from  the  surgeon  whaattepded  him^  of  the  name  of  the 
po-son  so  wounded,  his  office,  rank,  department,  regiment,  company,  ship  of 
war,  or  armed  vessel,  to  which  he  belonged,  his  office  or  rank  therein,  the  na- 
ture 0$  his  wound,  and  in  what  action  or  engagement  he  received  it 

That  it  "be  recofkimended  to  the  several  assemblies  or  le^ladve  bodies  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  appoint  some  person  or  persons  in  their  res- 
pective states,  who  shall  receive  and  examine  all  such  certificates,  as  may  be 
|Hresented  to  them,  and  register  the  same  in  a  book,  and  also  what  support  is 
adjudged  by  the  assembly  or  legislative  body  of  th^  state,  to  those,  whose 
case  requires  but  a  partial  support,  and  also  of  the  pavment  from  time  to  time  of 
every  mdf-pay  and  other  allowance,  and  of  the  deatn  of  such  disabled  person, 
or  ceasing  of  such  allowance,  and  shall  make  a,  fair  and  regular  report  of  the 
same  quarterly  to  the  secretary  of  Congress  or  board  of  war,  where  a  aeparate* 
record  shall  be  kept  of  the.same : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  or  legislative  bodies  of  the  se- 
veral states,  to  cause  payment  to  bemadejof  all  such  half-pay  or  other  allow- 
ances as  shall  be  adjudged  due  to  the  persons  aforenamed,  on  a\>count  of  the 
United  States. 

Provided,  that  all  such  officers  and  soldiers  that  may  be  entitled  to  the  afore- 
said pension,  and  are  found  to  be  capable  of  doing  guard  or  |arrison-dnty» 
shall  be  formed  into  a  corps  of  invalids,  and  sulgect  to  the  said  du^ ;  aiid 
all  officers,  marines,  and  seamen  oi  the  navy  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  pension 
^foresaid,  and  shall  be  found  capable  of  doing  any  duty  on  board  the  navy,  or 
any  department  thereof,  shall  be  liable  to  be  so  employed : 
.   Ordered^  That  the  above  be  published. 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  Dr.  M^Henry's  petition  was  referred,  i 
brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  have,  a  proper  sense  of  the  merit  and  services  of 
Dr.  M'Uenry,  and  recommend  to  the  directors  of  the  different  hospitals  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  t6  appoint  Dr.  M'Henrv  to  the  first  vacancy  that 
shall  happen,  of  a  surgeon's  birtn  in  any  of  the  said  hospitals. 

A  letter  of  the  S9d,  from  colonel  James  Wilson,  was  read,  and  referred  to 
Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Franklin,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  August  9.7,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  23d,  from  general  Mercer,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 
A  petition  from  Pelatiah  Webster,  was  presented  to  Cow^ss,  and  read, 

Kyins;  leave  to  sell  the  sloop  Betsey,  belonging  to  Abiel  Wood,  of  Pownal- 
ou^,  in  the  piovince  of  Maine ;  from  selling  of  which  he  is  restrained  by  the 
committee  of  inspection  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  on  acoonnt  of- 
exceptions  taken  to  the  political  character  of  the  owner :  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  sell  the  said  Aoop ;  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale,  to  be  lodged  in  the  bands  of  the  assembly  of  Massachu- 
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aetts-Baj,  and  bj  them  disposed  df  in  the  saiae  tmnmer  as  tke  other  estate  of 
ifae  owner.  ^# 

Be$ohedf  That  2Mhi1oii  Butler,  taq.  be  appointed  t9  snfjpl j  the  two  o«ip- 
nies  ordered  iD  be  raised  in  the  town  of  WestmoreiuMl,  with  provisions ;  im 
that  he  be  allowed  therefor,  at  the  rate  of  l-12th  part  of  a  doUar  per  ntbi, 
until  farther  order  of  Cong^ress. 

The  board  of  war  brooghttn  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  coosidentko: 
thereupon, 

Betolved,  That  it  be  reconunonded  to  the  ief^slatvre  of  the  conunsavnlth 
of  Viipnia,  to  provide  clothing  for  die  continental  troopa  raised  in  that  ttste; 
the  expense  of  the  said  clothing  to  bo  paid  out  of  the  continental  militsij-dieM 
for  the  southern  department,  and  dtducted  out  of  the  oc^diers'  paj  s 

That  Mr.  Measam,  who  petitions  to  be  provided  for  on  the  score  sf  Ui 
having  served  in  Canada,  and  also  desires  pajrment  of  an  account  igtimt  (he 
continent*  be  referred  to  the  treagurj-board,  ror  a  settlement  of  his  aecosni 

itoyfocd.  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  Mair- 
land  troops,  such  arms  as  are  in  their  possession,  belo^;ing  to  the  cootisnt, 
and  not  already  appropriated ;  the  state  of  Maryland  to  be  accoantabte  fir 
such  arms  delivered  to  their  troops. 

The  committee^  to  whom  the  letter  from  colonel  Wil  son  was  referred,  broog^ 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon,  Coagreia  one 
to  the  following  resolutions : 

Congress  proceeding  to  take  into  forther  consideration  the  expedient  of  U' 
▼itiog,  from  the  service  of  his  Britannic  majestv,  such  fore^ners  as  are  (s- 
gsj^ed  therein,,  and  expecting  that,  among  the  officerB  having  command  is  tke 
said  foreien  corps,  there  may  be  many  of  liberal  minds,  possessing  isst  sca* 
timents  ofthe  rights  of  human  natnre,  and  of  the  inestimable  value  of  free^ 
who  may  be  prompted  to  renounce  so  dishonomble  a  service,  b^  thefeelii^of 
humanity,  and  a  just  indignation  at  the  office  to  which  they  are  devoted  bni 
infamous  contract  between  two  arbitrary  sovereigns,  and  at  the  insult  smred 
them,  by  compelling  them  to  vrage  war  against  an  innocent  people,  who  d^ 
offinded  them,  nor  the  nation  to  which  they  belong,  but  are  only  ^^^^^ 
for  their  just  rirhts ;  and  willing  to  tender  to  them  also,  as  they  bsd  benfs 
done  to  the  soldiers  of  their  corps,  a  participation  of  the  blessings  of  {m*^ 
liberty,  property  and  mild  government : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  give,to  all  such  ef  the  said  foreign  meertf 
as  shall  leave  the  armies  of  his  Britannic  majesty  in  America,  and  ^^^''^Jy 
become  citizens  of  these  states,  unappropriated  lands,  in  the  ^^^^^^"^^^^fz^ 
ties  and  proportions,  to  them  and  their  heirs  in  sdMolute  dominion  ^  to  scotom 
1000  acres ;  to  a  heutenant-colonel,  800  acres ;  to  a  major,  600  acres;  wt 
captain,  400  acres ;  to  a  lieutenant,  300  acres ;  to  an  ensign,  SOO  scret;  ^ 
every  non-commissioned  officer,  100  acres,  and  to  every  other  officer  sr  ^ 
son  emplo^d  in  the  said  foreign  corps,  and  whose  imce  or  empleyneoj^ 
not  here  specifically  named,  in  the  like  proportion  to  tiieir  rank  or  psy  ib^ 
said  corps ;  and,  moreover,  that  where  any  officers  shall  bring  ^*,^l: 
a  number  of  the  said  foreign  soldiers,  this  Congress,  b^es  the  ^•"^•v^r 
promised  to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers,  will  give  to  such  officers  f^'y^^ 
wards,  proportioned  to  tiie  numbers  they  shallbring  over,  and  suited  to^ 
nature  of  their  wants.  Provided,  that  such  foreign  officers  or  soldiw*  s»jj 
come  over  from  the  armies  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  befbre  these  oners  »■«• 
be  recalled*  ^ 

Halved,  That  this  Congress  agrees  to  the  proposition  from  gcnersl  H^ 
Aat  in  exchange  of  prisoners,  the  choice  shall  be  made  by  the  i^P*^^^ 
nmnders  for  ttieir  own  officers  and  men ;  provided  the  respective  ^^^r^ 
shall  also  have  a  right  to  make  choice  what  citizens  shall  be  gi^^en  ^  ^'^'^ 
by  Che  other. 
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CJongress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  plan  of  foreign  treaties ;  and,  afler  some  time,  the  president  re- 
su  med  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported,  that  the  committee  have  gone  through 
tlie  same,  and  made  sundry  amendments  therein. 

Me^vid,  That  the  plan  of  treaties,  with  the  amendments*  be  referred  to  the 
committee  who  brought  in  the  original  plan,  in  order  to  draw  np  instructions 
pursuant  to  the  amendments  made  by  the  committee  of  the  whote. 

That  two  members  be  added  to  the  said  committee: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Wilson. 

A  petition  from  the  deputy  commissary-general  was  read,  and  referred  to 
tik«  board  of  war. 

Sundry  members  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  revise  the  journals,  and  su- 
perintend theprinting  thereof,  being  absent, 

JUmdvedt  lliat  four  members  be  added  to  the  said  committee,  and  that  any 
two  be  a  quorum : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mn  Hooper,  Mr.  Williams,  and  Mr. 
Walton. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-^iorrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  AuguM.  28,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  S6th,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  tetter 
to  him  from  lord  Drummond ;  also,  a  letter  of  the  27th,  from  captain  Wade, 
•were  read : 

Besolvei,  Hiat  the  letter  from  captain  Wade  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treasury,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  send  him  100  dollars ;  for  which  he  is 
tO'  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Bankson,  and  one  from  Jean  Langeay*  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Besolved,  That  an  order  for  500,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  in 
fiavor  of  the  marine  committee,  who  are  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditore 
hereof. 

Resolvedj  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  in  favor 
ef  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  rifles  for  the  troops  or- 
dered to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  that  state,  and  for  defraying  the  expenses 
mi  their  march  to  Georgia;  the  ^id  delegates  to  be  accountably  lor  the  expen- 
diture thereof. 

Congress  being  informed  that  one  of  the  Virginia  battalions  was  on  iMr 
narch  to  New-Jersey,  and  that  they  intend  to  pass  through  Yorktown  and 
Philadelphia, 

Besolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  said  battalion  be  directed  to 
inarch  from  Yorktown,  by  the  nearest  route,  to  New -Jersey ;  there  to  be  subjett 
to  the  orders  of  general  Washington. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Joseph  Greenway  to  be  third 
lient.  on  board  the  Delaware  frigate,  commanded  by  Charles  Alexander,  esq. 

JUsolvedt  That  he  be  accepted,  and  a  commission  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Fowler  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee for  Indian  affairs. 

Besolvedt  Thait  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  lend  ten  bolts  of  liffht 
duck  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  for  the  use  of  the  troopo  from  that  state; 
provided  the  same  can  be  done  without  prejudicing  the  marine  service. 

Resolved^  That  an  order  for  312  dollars  and  24-90ths  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
surer, in  favor  of  the  medical  committee ;  the  same  being  for  a  box  of  rhubarb 
boujdit  by  them  of  Pelatiah  Webster. 

'Die  delegates  of  Virginia  produced  new  credentials  of  their  appointment, 
which  were  read  as  follows : 

Vol.  I.  58 
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"  Virginia,  sct.  Iv  ComrEirrfONv  Thuhsbat,  Jum  SO,  I77i 

<<  The  conyention  proceeded ,  according  to  the  order  of  die  daj,  to  Iksx, 
ment  of  delegates  to  represent  thU  colony  in  general  Congros,  uitkW 
bers  having  prepared  tickets,  and  pat  the  same  into  the  bulot^Mi,  Mr.li 
surer,  Mr.  Qeorge  Mason,  Mr.  Blur,  Mr.  Holt,  and  Mr.  HeorrTi^ 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  afwiisf 
majoritj  falls ;  and,  it  appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Gommttee,  or 
majority  was  in  favor  of  George  Wythe,  Thomas  Nelson,  Richard  Iker^l- 
Thomas  Jefferson,  and  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  esqra. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  George  Wythe,  Thomas  Nel»^  let 
Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  esqr«.be,iifc^ 
are  hereby,  appointed  del^ates  to  represent  this  colony  in  geoenlf^r 
for  one  year,  from  the  11th  of  Ausustnezt. 

"  Resolved,  That  any  three  of  the  said  delegates  be  a  saiiicie&t  wk 
represent  this  colony  in  the  said  general  CongresH. 

A  copy :  JOHN  TAZEWELL,  Okfe' 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Mease  &  Caldwell  mm 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  WhcmfA 

Resolved^  That  500  lb.  of  gun-powder  be  delivered  to  the  said  Mass 
Caldwell,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  deer-skins,  to  mike  Intedieix 
soldiery  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  they  to  be  accoontahle. 

That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  fall  apon  proper  wars  la^ii 
of  procuring  a  further  supply  of  deer-skins,  for  the  like  purpose,  fn»  w 
anu  South-Carolina. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Harriot TeffljfcW 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  TVTiereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  upon  Hie  said  Harriot's  producing  to  the  mr»;^ 
eencral,  an  account  of  the  trees  which  were  cut  down  upon  tbetariDi^b 
Temple,  esq.  for  the  purpose  of  siippl^ing  the  continental  armj  vith  w 
firing,  or  for  the  purposes  of  fortifications,  so  far  as  from  the  natoR^^ 
cumstances  such  destruction  can  be  ascertained  by  her,  the  qvarmfi 
general  of  the  continental  army,  shall  make  her  a  ^ust  coropenMQ^| 
same,  in  such  manner  as  other  persons  have  been  paid,  who  bare  9i#f» 
army  with  wood  for  these  purposes ;  and  the  quarter-roaster  psai^ 
accounts,  shall  be  allowed  for  the  same  by  this  Congress.  ^^ 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ^^ 
into,  and  rectifying,  the  defects  in  the  powder,  manufactureJ  for*^*^ 
States ;  and,  thereupon,  .,,^ 

Resolved,  That  there  be  an  inspector  or  inspectors  s^^^'^^l^j?^^ 
judge  the  goodness  of  gun-powder,  who  shall  examine  every  casiwp^ 
der  manufactured,  or  to  be  purchased  on  account  of  the  United  ^^\ 
most  approved  method  of  ascertaining  the  quality  of  pin -powder,  tft«  .j 
specter  or  inspectors  to  receive  one-eighth  part  of  a  dollar  for  et cry  »"^ 
weieht  of  powder  he  or  they  shall  so  examine:  .^ 

That  no  gun-powder  be  received  into  the  public  magazine  for  tw^V, 
United  States  ot  America,  or  delivered  from  the  powder-mills  for  w«)iV 
but  such  as  has  been  approved  of  by  the  public  inspector,  as  to  its  q^'' 
in  firing, atrength,  dryness,  and  other  necessary  qualities :  ^  ^^, 

That  the  inspector  mark  each  cask  approved,  with  the  ^^^^\!^'^^ 
•uch  other  marks  as  are  necessary  to  distinguish  the  several  wn^  ' 

That  every  maker  of  gun-powder,  mark  every  cask,  in  wfu'cn  fte»*'n 

his  gun-powder,  with  the  first  letters  of  his  name :  .^,^^ 

That  ^n-powder  be  put  into  no  casks  but  such  as  arc  well  ^^^^t^^^. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  *^*f  jLjaeo. 

to  cause  suitable  inspectors  to  be  appointed,  to  examine  ami  ^^ 
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f  of  all  gun-powder  manufactured  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  that  no 
L  be  allowed  to  vend  anj  gun-powder,  manufactured  in  any  of  the  states 
erica,  unless  the  same,  in  the  judgment  of  such  inspector,  shall  be  of 
ent  quality ;  and  to  make  such  laws  for  executing  this,  or  any  other  regu; 
)  for  promoting  the  manufacture  of  good  gun-powder,  as  to  them  may 
nost  convenient 
igresB  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  inspector  of  gun-powder  j 

he  ballots  being  taken, 

•ert  Towers  was  chosen. 

olved.  That  500,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  pay-master  general  at  New- 

I  several  matters  to  tliis  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
journed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

THURSDAY,  August  24,  1776. 

etter.  of  the  27th,  from  R.  H.^Harrison,  the  general's  secretary,  and  one 

£8th,  from  general  Mercer,  both  giving  an  accountof  an  action  oiLong- 
1,  on  tiie  27th,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
etter,  of  the  28th,  from  Richard  Dallam,  deputy  pay -master  general  for 
^ in g- camp,  was  also  read ;  Whereupon, 

lolved,  Tnat  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  in  fa- 
'  Gustavus  Risberg,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  account  of  Mr. 
m : 

%t  the  letter  from  Mr  Dallam  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
>eing  represented  by  Dr.  Franklin,  one  of  the  late  commissioners  to  Ca- 

that  Mons.  Bernard  Mousac  de  la  Marquisie  had  a  commission  eiven  to 
y  the  said  commissioners,  to  be  a  captain  and  engineer  in  one  of  the  regi- 
^  to  be  raised  there,  and  that  he  lost  his  commission,  with  his  baggage,  at 
ibly ;  it  was,  thereupon, 

solved.  That  a  new  commission  be  granted  to  him. 
letter  of  the  3d,  from  lord  Sterling,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  cannon 
iiittee. 

le  marine  committee  having  recommended  Alpheus  Rice  to  be  first-liea- 
it  of  marines,  on  board  the  brig  Hamden,  commanded  by  Hoysted  Hack- 
aq. 

'solved.  That  he  be  accepted,  and  a  commission  granted  to  him  accordingly. 
)e  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  claims  of  Canadians,  who  have 

in  the  service  of  the  continent,  reported, 

)at  Samuel  Morrison,  who  appears,  by  the  certificates  of  lieutenant-colo- 
Williams  and  Brown,  to  have  been  at  the  siege  of  Quebec  two  months  and 
lays,  and  to  have  rendered  essential  service  in  several  capacities,  and  had 

promised  a  commission  of  captain,  which  he  never  received,  be  allowed 
lum  of  40  dollars,  in  full  for  his  said  services: 

iiat  the  petition  of  Hardouen  Merlet,  for  a  pension,  in  consideration  of  his 
ices,  not  being  supported  by  any  certificate,  as  a  voucher  relating  to  such 
ices,  no  allowance  can,  at  present,  properly  be  made  to  him : 
bat  there  be  paid  to  Francis  Bourignon,  the  sum  of  45  1-3  dollars,  due  to 
for  hifl  service,  as  a  private,  three  months,  and  as  a  Serjeant,  four  months, 
>lonel  Hazen's  and  colonel  Brown's  regiments : 
be  said  report  beinff  read,  was  agreed  to. 

letter  of  the  2d,  from  general  Lee,  at  Charleston,  with  an  intercepted 
T  enclosed,  was  read. 

esolved.  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  provide  proper  clothing  for  the 
man  battalion,  and  also  for  the  two  Virginia  battalions  on  their  march  to 
^-York,  the  cost  of  which  clothing  to  be  deducted  oat  of  the  pay  of  the  men 
toppages. 
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Resolved^  That  the  secret  compiittee  be  directed  to  provide  proper  arms  for 
the  Germin  battalion ;  and,  in  case  thej  cannot  otherwise  proride  arms,  that 
thej  be  empowered  to  apply  to  this  purpose  those  ordered  to  be  put  into  the 

hands  of  the  marines : 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr.  James  Mease  the  bait 
of  clothes  in  their  possession,  for  the  public  service,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  import  the  medicines  ordered  bj  the 
medical  committee.  ' 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Joseph  Sheerer,  for  account  of  captain  Cowden,  for  608  rations  due  to  his 
company  of  militia,  at  the  time  of  their  march  from  Lancaster  county,  on  theb 
way  to  New- Jersey,  54  4-90  dollars? 

To  Joseph  Sheerer,  for  account  of  captain  James  Murray,  for  700  rations  doe 
to  his  company  of  militia,  at  the  time  of  their  march  from  Ijancaster  county,  oa 
their  way  to  New-Jersey,  61  20-90  dollars : 

To  Richard  Chiney,  tor  1311  meals,  sup'plicd  the  militia  on  their  march  tt 
New'  J^ey,  122  66-90  dollars : 

To  David  Jones,  for  his  pay  as  chaplain  to  the  3d  and  4th  Pennsylvania  bat- 
talions, firom  the  13th  of  June  to  the  29th  of  Au^st,  inclusive,  84  40-90  dollars : 

To  Josiah  Fessenden,  for  services  as  an  express,  including  horse-hire  and  tra- 
yelline  expenses,  89  dollars : 

OrSerei,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideratieD ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolvtdf  That  (jeora;e  Measam,  esq.  be  continued  in  the  office  of  superiift- 
tendent,  commissary  of  stores,  except  artillery  stores,  for  the  northern  anny, 
with  the  pay  of  S3  1-3  dollars  per  month. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means 
of  regulating  the  post-office,  and  of  establishing  advice-boats  between  the  south- 
ern colonies  and  rhiladelpUa,  so  as  to  facilitate  and  expedite  the  conveying  in- 
telligence from  one  part  of  the  continent  to  another : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Morris. 

llMolvedy  That  the  letter  enclosed  in  that  of  general  Lee's,  of  the  2d,  and 
which  was  found  on  Long-Island,  in  South-Carolina,  be  published. 

A  letter  from  Monsieur  Le  Chevalier  Saurelle  was  read,  and  referred  to  die 
board  of  war. 

Be$olved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  the  plan  of  treaties,  with  4ie  amend- 
ments, was  re-committed,  be  empowered  to  prepare  such  farther  instructioos 
as  to  tiiem  shall  seem  proper,  and  make  report  thereof  to  Congress. 

.The  several  matters  to  this  day  |-eferred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  August  30, 1776. 

A  letter  of  the  29th,  from  general  Washington,  and  one  of  the  22d,  from  go- 
vernor Trumbull,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  be  referred  to  tiie  board 
of  treasury. 

Reeolvedf  That  the  duck,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Green,  at  Rhode-Island,  be 
made  up  into  tents,  and  forwarded,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  gen.  Wash- 
ington. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  purchase  all  the  linen  in  this 
city,  suitable  for  tents,  and  have  the  same  made  up,  as  soon  as  possiMe,  and  re- 
port to  Congress  immediately  the  quantity  thatc  an  be  procured. 

A  memorial  from  David  White,  of  the  county  of  Somerset,  in  New-Jersey, 
was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  from  the  state  of  facts  in  the  said  memorial,  Cmigress  have 
no  objection  to  Mr.  White's  being  excused  from  bearing  arms,  but  remit  the 
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s  to  the  aflsemblj  of  New-Jersey,  to  whom  the  enquiry  and  determinatioik 
«rlj  belone. 

memorial  from  Mr.  Kotciusko  was  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
ongress'took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  governor 
imbuU's  letter  of  the  19th  of  July,  and,  after  debate,  the  report  was  re-comt- 
ed  for  the  parpose  of  stating  the  facts  and  circumstances  which  induced 
smor  TrambttU  to  stop  the  vessels  going  out  of  the  sound, 
he  committee  for  regulatine  the  post-(%ce,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

esolved,  That  the  communication  of  intelli^nce  with  fre<|uency  and  des- 
h,  from  one  part  to  another  of  this  extensive  continent,  is  essentially  re- 
ite  to  its  safety ;  that,  therefore,  there  be  employed  on  the  public  post- 
Is,  a  rider  for  every  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles,  whose  business  it  shall  be» 
roceed  through  Ids  stage  three  times  in  every  week,  setting  out  immediate  ^ 
n  receipt  of  the  mail,  and  travelling  with  the  same,  by  night  and  by  day, 
lOut  stopping,  until  he  shall  have  delivered  it  to  the  next  rider ;  and  that  the 
>master  general  be  desired,  either  by  the  use  of  way-bills,  or  by  such  other 
ns  as  he  shall  find  most  efficacious,  to  prevent  delays  in  the  riders,  or  to  dis- 
ir  where  they  happen,  that  such  dilatory  riders  be  discharged. 
Lnd,  as  it  is  requisite  that  the  deputy  post-masters  should  attend  withpunc* 
ity  at  their  several  offices  for  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  letters, 
*esolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  and  conventions  of  these 
es,  to  consider  how  far  it  may  be  consistent  with  the  policy  and  the  good  of 
r  respective  states,  to  excuse  such  deputy  post-masters  from  those  public 
es,  which  may  call  them  from  attendance  at  their  offices,  and  to  proceed 
ein  as  to  their  wisdom  shall  seem  best. 

'esolved.  That  three  advice-boats  be  established;  one  to  ply  between  tlie 
e  of  North-Carolina,  and  such  port  as  shall  be  most  convenient  to  the  place 
vhich  the  Congress  shall  be  sittins ;  one  other  between  the  state  of  South* 
oUna  and  the  said  port,  and  one  otner  between  the  state  of  Georgia  and  the 
le  port ;  that  such  advice-boats  be  armed,  and  put  under  the  direction  of  the 
:et  committee,  who  are  empowered  to  freight  them  with  such  merchandises 
H>mmodities,  as,  without  retarding  their  passage,  may,  together  with  the 
al  postage  on  letters,  and  other  papers  transmitted  by  diem,  contribute  to 
ray  the  expenses  of  the  said  boats. 

rhe  conyention  of  New-York  having  represented  that,  for  want  of  black - 
ths,  they  are  greatly  delayed  in  obstructing  the  passas:e  of  Hudson's  river, 
he  Highlands,  whicn  is  an  object  of  fi;reat  importance : 
■esolved.  That  the  convention  of  New- York  be  empowered  to  employ,  for 
purpose  aforesaid,  the  blacksmiths  that  are  now  engaged  in  building  the 
tmental  frigates  at  Poughkeepsie. 

*he  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  Bell  &  Co.  was  referred, 
ight  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration;  Whereupon, 
lesolved.  That  it  be  recommended  to  ^Vernor  Trumbull  to  permit  the  sloop 
emason,  Epaphros  Mygat,  master,  with  her  cargo,  belonging  to  the  peti- 
ers,  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  to  tiie  island  of  St.  Eustatia,  so  soon  as  the 
I  master  shall  judge  she  may  sail  without  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
the  coast. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  claims  of  sundry  Canadians, 
ort,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Andrew  Pepin,  for  two  months'  services  as  a  captain,  and  6  months'  ser- 
ts  as  a  lieutenant,  together  with  rations  during  the  time  of  his  said  services, 
dollars  and  1^3d: 

ro  James  Pellieur,  for  five  months'  services  as  a  private,  and  three  months' 
krices  as  a  lieutenant,  together  with  one  ration  a  day,  during  the  said  thne 
iths,  99  dollars  and  1-33. 
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Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  Uie  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  doe. 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  wagon  and  horse-hire,  carrying  Rionej  to  New-York, 
escorted  by  Mr,  Fulferton  and  others,  the  sum  of  28  doTiars  and  4-90th8: 

To  John  Bates,  fur  150  camp-kettles,  delivered  to  Clement  Biddle,  depatj 
quarter-master  general,  200  dollars :  ' 

To  Jacob  Hilzheimer,  for  expresses  to  Albany,  New-York,  Boston,  Bur- 
lington, &c.  between  the  11th  of  May  and  13th  of  August.  1776,  aud  for 
keeping  a  continental  horse,  the  sum  of  537  dollars  and  60-90ths : 

To  cap t.  John  Thacher,  for  the  pay  of  his  independent  company,  in  tlie  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  at  New -York,  under  general  Lee,  405  dollars  tnd 
9-90ths : 

To  George  Haas,  for  conveying  money  to  Albany,  21  days,  at  2  dollars,  and 
expenses  of  himself,  horse-hire  and  ferriages,  100  dollars  and  71-90ths,and 
for  carriage  of  captain  Gamble's  baggage  from  Philadelphia  to  Reading,  16 
dollars;  the  whole  116  dollars  and  71-%ths: 

To  Robert  Jewell,  333  dollars  and  62-90ths,  viz.  for  his  account  for  enter- 
taining prisoners  in  gaol,  from  the  23d  of  July  to  the  20th  of  August,  inclusife, 
234  dollars  and  60-90ths;  for  his  account  for  entertaining  ten  deserters,  from 
the  23d  of  July  to  the  20th  of  August,  42  dollars  and  85-90ths,  and  his  ac- 
count for  makine  three  pine  tables,  two  pine  desks,  a  book  case,  sign-board, 
&c.  for  treasury  board,  61  dollars  and  69-90 ths: 

To  William  Clayton,  for  303  meals  of  victuals  supplied  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jersey,  30  dollars  and  27-90ths : 

To  Thomas  Cheesman,  for.  carriage  of  3^  cwt.  I  lb.  3  qrs.  salt  petre,  frmi 
Egg-harbor  to  Cooper's  ferry,  opposite  to  Philadelphia,  22  dollars  and  52-90t)ifli 
Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Jhigust  31,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  major-general  Schuyler  at  Albany,  was  laid  before 
Congress,  and  reail. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  SepUmher  2,  1776. 
A  letter,  of  the  31st  of  August,  from  general  Washin^on,  enclosing  the 
determination  of  a  council  of  war,  and  the  reasons  for  quitting  Long-Isiandi 
and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  lord  Sterling : 
one  of  the  23d,  from  general  Gate 
idry  field  oncers  in  the  army  at  Ticvuuv^tuj^a,  uatcu  ui«?  m^<-»  - 

^-^  proceedings  between  a  court-martial  and  brigadier-general  - 

Also,  a  letter  of  the  23d,  from  captain  John  Nelson,  and  one  from  Benjainm 

Harrison,  jun.  deputy  pav-master  general,  with  his  weekly  account,  were  rcafli 

and  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  .^ 

Congress  being  informed,  that  gen.  Sullivan  was  come  to  Philadelphia,  witn 

a  design  to  communicate  a  message  from  lord  Howe, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  admitted,  and  heard  before  Congress.  ^ 

A  petition  from  ^ichael  Fitzgerald;  one  from  John  Weitzcl,  and  onetrom 
James  Paul  Govert,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Dicthery  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  medical  com- 
mittee. 
A  letter  from  William  Bausman,  of  Lancaster,  was  read :  Whereupon, 
Besolved,  That  an  order  for  1333  1-3  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  i 
favor  of  the  committee  of  Lancaster,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  barr* 
ordered  to  be  built  in  that  borough  j  the  said  committee  to  be  accouiiUol^ 
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solved.  That  an  order  for  4577  63-90  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer, 
vor  of  Francis  Lewis,  esq.  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jonathan  Tnim- 
deputy  pay-master  seneral ;  the  same  being  for  so  much  paid  by  Mr.  I 

Is's  order  to  the  said  J.  Trumbull, 
memorial  from  Francis  Guiilot  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  com-  I 

ee.  .  .  I 

le  committee  to  whom  was. recommitted  the  report  for  ascertaining  the 
e  of  the  several  species  of  gold  and  silver  coins  current  in  these  states, 
the  proportion  they  and  each  of  them  ought  to  bear  to  Spanish  milled 
irs,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 
rdered,  Xo  lie  on  the  table. 

petition  from  the  officers  of  the  1st  and  2d  Virginia  battalion,  was  read 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

esolved.  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  in 
r  of  J.  Mease,  for  the  public  service ;  he  to  be  accountable, 
eneral  Sullivan  being  admitted,  delivered  a  verbal  messajge  he  had  in 
ge  from  lord  Howe,  which  he  was  desired  to  reduce  to  writing,  and  then 
idrew. 

'esolved.  That  an  order  for  120,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  in 
r  of  the  delegates  of  Rhode-Island,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  that 
By  to  be  acpounted  for. 

ongress  being  informed  that  Donald  McDonald,  who  was  sent  to  this  city 
I  North -Carolina,  is  considered  by  lord  Howe  as  a  brigadier-general  in  the 
ice  of  his  9ritannic  majesty : 

lesolved.  That  he  be  admitted  to  his  parole,  and  liberated  upon  signing  the 
n  prescribed  by  Congress. 

L  petition  from"^  Anthony  Mosengill,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  assembly 
he  state  of  New-Jersey. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  plan  f 

nilitary  operations  for  the  next  campaign.  ^ 

lesolved.  That  the  continental  a^nts  be  empowered  to  inspect  or  appoint 
le  suitable  person  or  persons,  to  inspect  all  gun-powder  manufactured  or 
chased  in,  or  imported  into  the  respective  states,  wherein  they  reside,  on 
ount  of  the  United  States ;  except  in  those  states  where  an  inspector  is  ap- 
itetl  by  Congress. 

[he  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
^o  Robert  Erwin,  wagon -master,  for  the  hire  of  waeons  going  to  Egg-harbor 
powder,  viz.  Adam  Weaver,  Joseph  Champeney,  Michael  Grossman,  Israel 
,  Jacob  Hind  man  and  George  Raser,  one  trip  each,  and  David  Boxe,  Wil- 
1  Park  and  Alexander  Miller,  two  trips  each,  making  twelve  trips,  allowing 
days  to  each,  at  4  dollars  a  day,  240  dollars : 

^o  captain  James  Sterling,  664  14-90  dollars,  being  the  balance  of  his  ac- 
nt  for  the  expense  of  a  guard  appointed  to  convey  a  number  of  British 
4)ners  from  Burlington  to  Lancaster,  and  Frederick  county  in  Maryland, 
I  wason  and  horse-nire,  amounting  to  1464  14-90  dollars,  of  which  sum  he 
sived  from  the  committtee  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  which  they 
to  be  credited,  July  16th,  1776,  100  dollars;  July  17th,  1776,  700  dollars, 
there  remains  664  14-90  dollars : 
hrdered.  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid, 
^e  several  matters  to  tliis  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Ldjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  3, 1776. 

I  memorial  from  colonel  Moses  Hazen  was  read  and  referred  to  the  com^ 
tec  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  miscarriages  in  Canada, 
^neral  Sullivan  having  reduced  to  writing  the  verbal  message  from  lord 
ire,  the  same  was  read  as  follows : 
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**  The  foUoving  b  the  purport  of  the  mensge  from  lord  Howe  to  CoognsM,  bj  geMTil  SdUni: 

^  That,  though  he  could  not  at  present  treat  with  Congrefla  a»  soch,  jet  k 
was  verj  desirous  of  having  a  conference  with  some  of  the  roemb^^,  whom  lie 
would  consider  for  the  present  onlj  as  private  gentlemen,  and  neet  them  him- 
aelf  as  such,  at  such  place  as  they  should  appoint : 

'<That  he,  in  conjunction  with  ^neral  Howe,  had  foil  powers  tocompronisf 
the  dispute  between  Great-Britain  and  America,  upon  terms  advimtageoos  to 
both ;  the  obtaining  of  wliich  delayed  him  near  two  months  in  Enaland,  and 
prevented  his  arrival  at  this  place  before  the  declaration  of  independenej  tool 
place :  - 

"  That  he  wished  a  compact  might  be  settled  at  this  time,  when  no  ieaurt 
blow  was  struck,  and  neither  party  could  say,  that  they  were  compelled  t»c&' 
ter  into  such  agreement : 

**  That,  in  case  Consresa  were  disposed  to  treat,  many  things,  which  the j  hid 
not  as  yet  asked,  might  and  ought  to  be  granted  them  ;  and  that,  if,  upon  tk 
conference,  they  found  any  probable  ground  of  accommodation,  the  aotiion^ 
of  Congress  must  be  afterwards  acknowledged,  otherwise  the  compact  woim 
not  be  complete.'' 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Besolved,  That  the  part  of  the  said  report,  which  relates  to  the  tMtMAsm 
a  post  between  Philadelphia  and  Ticondero^  be  referred  to  the  committee  fbr 
r^^lating  the  post-office,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  report  lie  on  thetiUe: 

That  two  members  be  added  to  the  said  committee : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Huntington. 

Congress  proceeded  to  tlie  election  of  a  regimentiS  pay-master  to  cokioel 
Magaw's  battalion ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

John  Mifflin,  brother  to  brigadier -general  Mifflin,  was  elected. 

Resolved^  That  Jeduthun  fiildwin,  esq.  be  appointed  an  engineer  in  the  coO' 
tinental  army,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  pay  of  60  dollars  a  month. 

A  letter  from  a  number  of  officers  who  are  prisoners  at  Carlisle,  was  reio, 
eompluning  of  some  ill  treatment  they  have  received,  and  of  their  bagpp 
having  been  plundered,  contrary  to  the  capitulation,  upon  which  thej  Mr- 
rendered.  . 

General  Wooster,  who  happened  to  be  in  the  puter  room,  being  tnnam 
touchins;  the  &ct8  stated  in  the  said  letter; 

BesoTved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler,  directing,  him  » 
■take  narticular  enquiry  whether  the  baggage  of  the  officers  taken  at  St  Johni 
and  Cnambly  was  plundered,  and  by  whom,  and  report  to  Congress : 

That  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  inform  the  ^^^ 
that  enquiry  has  been  made  of  general  Wooster,  to  whom  they  refer,  resp^ 
ing  the  plunder  of  their  baggage,  and  that  he  says  he  knows  nothing  of  the  n^ 
ter,  ana  that  no  information  or  complaint  was  ever  made  to  him  i^^^^ 
that  matter:  And  farther,  to  inform  them,  that  Congress  have  given  ^^^ 
general  Schuyler  to  cause  strict  enquiry  to  be  made  into  this  affair,  UHl  ^ 
port  thereon.  .     pi 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Washington,  and  one  from  Wilhim  rw 


fjpey,  pay-master  general,  were  read.  • 

Jiesotved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  be  referred  to^^^' 
mittee  of  the  whole  Coneress :  ^ 

Conmss  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole ;  and,  *^^ 
time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported,  that  ^vz^ 
mittee  have  had  under  consideration  the  letter  to  them  referred,  sm  i** 
come  to  sundry  resolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report.  .  ^^ 

The  resolutions  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  being  severally  read.  ^ 
agreed  to  as  follows :  ^d 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  acquainted,  that  Congreis  w^ 
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i^e  De  aone  to  tlie  said  city  by  bis  troops,  on  their  leaving  it :  The 
'  ^ubt  of  bein^  able  to  recover  the  same,  though  the  enemy 


e  especial  care  taken,  in  case  he  should  find  it  necessary  to  ^uit  New-Y^, 

t  no  damage  be  done  to *'  *   '      •      •.    rmw^ 

iffress  having  no  doubt p 

uld,  for  a  time,  obtain  possession  of  it. 
leisolved.  That  three  more  battalions  be  ordered  from  Vii^nia,  of  which  that 
imanded  by  colonel  Stephen  to  be  one,  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New- York: 
That  for  the  same  purpose,  two  of  the  North -Carolina  battalions  be  ordered 
narch,  virith  all  possible  expedition,  to  New-York,  under  the  command  of 
radier-general  Moore: 

L  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  and  conventions  of  tiie  several 
:es  to  the  northward  of  Yirviniay  immediately  to  send  all  the  aid  in  their 
'er  to  the  army  at  New-York : 

That  one  of  the  continental  battalions  in  Rhode-Island  be  ordered  immedi- 
y  to  march,  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New-York : 

hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  assembly  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  send  to 
>de-Island  a  battalion  of  tiieir  militia,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  continent- 
tattalion  ordered  from  thence. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Ldjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  4,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  pay  the  Virginia  battalion,  now 
heir  march  to  New-York,  one  month's  pay,  and  to  supply  them  with  such 
essary  clothing  as  they  may  stand  in  need  of. 
lesolved.  That  another  brigadier-general  be  appointed  in  the  continental 

lie  ballots  being  taken,  colonel  Adam  Stephen  was  unanimously  elected. 
lesolvedf  That  uie  board  of  war  be  directed  to  call  in  the  several  recruit- 
parties  of  the  German  battalion,  and  to  have  them  formed  and  armed,  with 
possible  expedition,  and  forwarded  to  New-York,  talung  measures,  imd 
Dg  proper  directi;>n8  to  have  the  battalion  recruited  to  the  full  compile- 
it,  as  soon  as  the  same  can  conveniently  be  done. 

lesolvedt  That  the  proposal  made  by  general  Howe,  as  delivered  by  senenil 
livan,  of  exchanging  general  Sullivan  for  ^neral  Prescot,  and  lord  Ster- 
;  for  brigadier-general  M'Donald,  be  complied  with. 
ilr.  J.  Mease  having,  in  conseauence  of  toe  resolution  of  the  SOth  Aumst, 
le  a  report,  that  he  cannot  fina  there  is  anj  cloth  in  this  city,  fit  for  making 
ts,  except  a  parcel  of  light  sail-cloth,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  marine 
imittee : 

^esolvedf  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr.  J.  Mease 
the  light  sail-cloth  in  their  possession :  And  that  Mr.  Mease  be  directed  to 
e  the  same  made  into  tents,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  forwarded  to  general 
.shington : 

*hat  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  write  to  the  continental  agents  in 
eastern  states,  desiring  them  to  purchase  all  the  duck  and  other  clotii  fit 
tents,  which  they  can  procure  in  their  respective  states,  for  the  use  of  the 
tinent. 

ion^sstook  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war;  and,  after 
le  time  spent  thereon, 

lesolvedp  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow, 
i'he  seyeral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Ldjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  September  5.  1776. 
L  petition  from  John  Sliott  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  adjatmnt  for  tiie  faitiiiM ; 
to  be  r&bed  in  Westmoreland  countj ;  and,  the  ballots  b«i^  bkn, 

Michael  Hoofnagel  was  elected. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Roberts*  master  of  the  schooner  Tkisds,  nl 
sented  to  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  Aat  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.f  1/ 
Mr.  Penn,  and  Mr.  Walton,  be  appointed  members  of  thecosiaittKi 
cause  of  the  miscarriages  in  Canads,  in  the  room  of  those  who  anaaKc 

Resolved^  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appmie'.  "i 
d4th  of  Jul  J  lastj  to  consider  the  proposal  made  bj  the  presideittf  ad 
Carolina,  respecting  general  Lee,  in  the  room  of  those  who  are  aS^er: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Walton. 

Reaalved^  That  an  order  for  1600  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  tretsam:? 
of  David  S.  Franks;  for  which  he  is  to  account  on  the  settlement  oTbbar 

The  state  of  Rhode-Island  havine  recommended  sundry  geotleHKBr:! 
officers  of  the  two  battalions  raised  in  that  state,  Con^^reas  proceei^* 
election :  when  William  Richmond  and  Christopher  Lippit  were  e!^* 
lonels ;  Caleb  Gardner  and  Adam  Comstock,  lieutenant-coloneis;  Bd 
Tflllman  and  James  Tew,  majors.  I 

BesolveAj  That  the  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  Lipptf  be  0nfr< 
New-York|  unless  that  commanded  bj  colonel  ftichmond  has  almdj  :r 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  delirer  to  the  (kksr- 
Maryland,  three  pieces  of  coarse  cloths,  for  the  use  iii  the  Marjlaiid::v 
the  said  delates  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Risberg,  assistant  to  colonel  Biddle,  be  directeif  v' 
pro|>er  measures  for  providing  the  sick  soldiers  in  Philadelphia,  vi^  T 
Io(h;ings  and  attendance. 

A  letter  from  brigadier-general  McDonald  to  the  board  of  war,  w 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  allowed  four  days  to  prefiare  fbrhis  jooroe.r' 

That  a  copy  of  that  part  of  his  letter,  respecting  his  treatments  V^ 
Carolina,  be  sent  to  the  convention  of  that  state. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  Congress  on  tk«^ 
brought  by  general  Snliiyan,  and  the  names  of  the  committee  appo^' 
sent  to  general  Washington. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Richard  Welsh,  for  his  services  as  clerk,  for  delivering  stwtff^ 
visions  in  Canada,  certified  by  Henry  Menson,  in  which  service  hee^ 
S4th  of  April,  and  was  discharged  the  7th  of  June,  1776,  at  50-9^' 
dollar  per  day,  25  dollars : 


ferriages, , 

with  captain  Grier's  comnany,  14  d^ys,  at  4  dollars  a  day,  swi  >of  ^^ 
3  54-90  dollars;  the  whole  t>eing  129  60-90  dollars :  <, 

To  John  Sparhawk,  for  two  maps,  a  court-calendar,  &c.  fortbe  vsi 
as  per  R.  Peters's  certificate,  1 0  60-90  dollars :  ^ 

To  John  Bates,  for  200  camp-kettles,  delivered  toC.  Biddle^  depatyr 
ter-master  seneral,  the  2d  instant,  266  60-90  dollars :  .  _^ 

To  the  following  persons,  for  which  a  warrant  is  to  be  df*^'*!^, 
Mons.  Rouville,  for  the  sum  of  788  10-90  dollars,  tiie  amonnt  of  )us 
counts,  viz.  .      w 

1.  To  hostages  sent  by  general  Schuyler  to  Reading,  in  PcnD^»*[* 
ly ;  Allan  McDonald,  sen.  Allan  M'Donald,  jun.  Alexander  M'Mj\^, 
M'Donald,  and  Archibald  McDonald,  their  allowance  from  Ae4<^  ^^7 ^ 
the  3d  of  September,  both  days  inclusive,  is  IS  weeks,  at  SL  H\^^ 
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e,  1 30  dollars,  and  for  Aoeus  McDonald  and  George  McDonald,  two 
-13  weeks  each,  at  one  dollar  a  week,  26  dollars ;  of  which  thej  have 

from  the  committee  of  Reading,  9,7  3-90  dollars ;  the  balance  is 

3  dollars: 

lieutenant  Simon  Evans,  a  prisoner  sent  from  Canada  to  Reading,  for 

from  Montreal  to  Albany,  12  dollars ;  and  allowance  from  the  lOtK 
ary,  to  the  23d  of  August,  inclusive,  is  28  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week, 
'8  ;  the  whole  68  dollars  ;  of  which  he  received  from  the  committee  of 
ibr  IS  weeks'  allowance,  26  dollars ;  leaves  a  balance  due  to  lieutenant 
if  4£  dollars : 

captain  Anstmther,  of  the  26th  regiment,  for  his  allowance  from  the 
November,  to  the  23d  of  August,  both  days  inclusive,  is  40  weeks,  at 
I  a  week,  80  dollars : 

Marcus  LucuUns  Rojal.  master  of  the  Ga^e,  taken  the  19th  of 
er,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  for  his  allowance  to  the  2£d  of  August, 
eks  and  4-7ths,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  79  dollars  and  13-90ths ;  of  which 
iceived  from  the  committee  of  Esopus,  44  dollars ;  the  balance  due  to 
5  dollars  and  13-90ths. 

I    the  Canadian  prisoners  at  Bristol,  viz.  Mons.  St.  Ours  HervicuiCi 
dnt,  de  Chambault  and  la  Marque,  from  the  3d  of  November,  the  time 
re  taken,  to  the  30th  of  August,  inclusive,  44  weeks  each,  at  2  dollars, 
lars : 
I  Geot^  M^Renzie,  mate  of  the  sloop  Hunter,  taken  the  4th  of  No- 

to  the  25th  of  August,  inclusive,  is  42  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  84  dollars ; 
h  he  has  received  at  Albany,  12  dollars;  the  balance  is  r2  dollars: 
le  following  persons,  564  dollars  and  85-90ths,  namely,  to  Adam  Drink* 
or  his  team  from  Philadelphia  to  Fredericksburg,  in  Yirpnia,  £9  days, 
liars,  and  ferriage  7  dollars,  is  123  dollars ;  to  Martin  Hausman,  Ber- 
eppelar  and  Nathaniel  Hoop,  who  went  on  the  same  journey  with  tlieir 
each  123  dollars, is  369  dollars;  and,  to  Matthias  Koop,  for  the  hire  of 
;on  from  Philadelphia  to  Bereen  Point,  with  powder,  9  days,  at  4  dollars, 
■riaae,  2  dollars  and  35-90tns,  is  38  dollars  and  35-90tns;  and  to  An- 
Lead,  for  the  hire  of  his  wagon  from  Philadelphia  to  New-York,  with 
nes,  8  days,  at  4  dollars  a  day,  and  ferriage,  2  dollars  and  50-90ths,  is 
ara  and  50-90ths,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Robert  Erwin, 
-master  general : 

Foseph  Hewes,  esq.  for  cash  advanced  to  the  guard  going  witli  five  wa- 
I  North-Carolina,  with  wagon-hire,  and  casks  for  powder,  140  dollars 
-90ths: 

John  Dennis,  for  escorting  powder  from  Egg-harbor  to  Philadelphia,  by 
>f  the  secret  committee,  35  dollars  and  23-90ths. 
col.  Jonas  Clapham,  for  53  rifle-guns  bought  of  him  for  the  use  of  col. 
son's  rifle-battalion,  in  Virginia,  896  dollars  and  52-90ths ;  which  sum. 
*  charaed  to  the  said  battalion : 
eredi  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

gress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war; 
aupon, 

Avedf  That  all  letters  to  and  from  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  or 
:retary  of  the  same,  be  free  of  all  expense  in  the  post-office  of  the  United 
• 

i  board  having  reported,  that  they  have  considered  the  petition  of  Jere- 
Halsev,  and  perused  his  written  evidence,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  said 
y  ougnt  to  receive  the  arrears  of  his  pay,  and  that  the  resolution  of  Con- 
of  the  9th  of  January  last,  be  repealea:  as  it  appears,  that  the  said  Hal- 
is  discharged  from  the  service,  upon  a  regular  certificnte  from  the  surgeon, 
t  commanding  officer  at  St.  John's,  on  account  of  sickness,  on  the  13tii 
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day  of  November  last,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  general  Moatgomery  ;  dir 
Congress  agreed  to  the  said  report 

Congress  proceeded  to  fill  up  tlie  vacancies  in  the  second  Pennsjlvania  bat* 
talion  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Joseph  M'ood,  esq.  was  elected  colonel,' 
Thomas  Craig,  esq.  jnas  elected  lieutenant-colonel,  and  William  Butler,  tv\ 
major. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  September  9,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  four  months'  pay,  being  106  dollars  and  2-Sds,  be  advanced  it 
Mons.  la  Marquisie,  captain  and  engineer  in  the  northern  army ;  be  to  be 
accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th',  from  general  Washington,  was  read  and  referred  to  tbe 
board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  500,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  pay-master  general,  for  Ik 
nse  of  tlie  army  at  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  a  cbmmittee  of  five  be  appointed  to  hear  the  parties^  oo  tk 
Appeal  against  the  verdict  and  sentence  ot  condemnation  passed  against  tlie 
schooner  Thistle  and  her  cargo. 

The  raeipbers  chosen,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Paine»  Mr.  Wil- 
son, and  Mr.  Stone. 

^  Resolved,  That  in  all  continental  commissions,  and  other  instniroenta,  where, 
heretofore,  the  words  '^United  Colonies"  have  been  used,  the  stile  be  altered, 
for  the  future,  to  the  "United  States." 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow 
morning. 

A  memorial  from  Mons.  Pannelier  de  la  Falconniere,  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  marine  committee. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  quarter-master  for  the  German  bat- 
talion ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Frederick  Seeger  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  136  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasury,  in  favor 
of  George  Meade  &  Co.  and  charged  to  Uie  account  of  Messrs.  Chase  &  Car- 
roll, it  beins  in  full  of  their  bill,  in  favor  of  John  Vienne,  or  order,  dat^  at 
Montreal,  May  28,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  empowered  to  pay  the  draughts  of  capiaia 
John  Douglass,  for  such  parts  of  the  monthly  pay  oi  the  privates  in  his  coo- 
pany,  as  he  shall  specify,  and  the  same,  as  pain,  be  charged  to  the  account  of 
the  said  captain. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  William  Smith, 
continental  druggist,  2490  dollars  and  13-90ths : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Three  petitions,  one  from  Pierre  du  Calvert,  another  from  Jaques  PHear,  and 
the  third  from  Andre  Pepin,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  10,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Washington,  with  sundry  pqiers  enclosed, 
was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  inform  general  Washington,  it  was  by  no  means 
the  sense  of  Congress,  in  their  resolve  of  the  Sd  insi.  respecting  New -York, 
that  the  army,  or  any  part  of  it,  should  remain  in  that  city  a  moment  longer 
than  he  shall  tliink  it  proper  for  the  public  service  that  troops  be  continued  there : 

That  the  letter  from  tne  general  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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^r,  of  the  3 1 8t  of  Augusts  from  the  commissionera  of  Indian  aft'airs.at 
5,  ^as  read,  and  referred  to  the  standing  committee  for  Indian  affairs. 
yed^  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be. directed  to  supply  captain  West,  of  the 
rifle-men,  with  40  blankets. 
ition  from  Jean  Longeay,  and  two  from  Seth  Warner,  with  sundry  pa- 

losed,  were  read. 

?«rf,  That  the  petitions  from  colonel  Warner,  with  the  papers  enclosed,. 

red  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts 

-my  in  the  northern  department. 

ter  of  the  8th,  from  M.  Tilghman,  was  read. 

•ess  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  and  after 

bate  thereon, 

ired.  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 

le  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  said  report* 

v^ed.  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  supply  the  delegates  of  Mary- 

th  40  blankets  for  the  use  of  the  troops  from  that  state. 

ved.  That  4,000  dollars  be  sent  to  Zebulon  Butler,  esq.  for  the  use  of 

companies  ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  town  of  Westmoreland ;.  he  to 

in  table  for  the  same,  and  that  the  money  be  delivered  to  and  forwarded 

3 oiMiecticut  delegates: 

major  William  Judd  be  authorized  to  muster  the  said  companies. 

irned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  11,  1776. 

v*ed.  That  an  order  for  60,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  in  fa- 

Ir.  J.  Mease,  commissary  for  the  public  service;  he  to  be  accountable. 

ter,  of  the  7th,  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  commissary-general,  witb 

papers  enclosed,  was  reaa : 

k*ea,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they  be  di- 

Eind  empowered  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Livingston,  deputy 

(sary -general  in  the  northern  department: 

members  chosen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Ived^  That  Mr.  J.  Mease,  commissary,  be  directed  to  provide  clothing 

\er  necessaries,  for  the  first  Virginia  battalion,  now  on  their  march  to 

'ork. 

emorial  from  Stephen  Pater  de  la  Cossade  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 

^  committee: 

»,  a  memorial  from  Seth  Warner,  and  one  from  captains  Waite  Hopkins 

deon  Brownson,  of  colonel  Warner's  battalion,  were  read,  and  referred 

board  of  war. 

deed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war,  in  the  room  of  colo- 

rrison : 

member  chosen,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

gress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consid- 
I,  tlie  report  of  the  board  of  war ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  re* 

the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reiiorted,  that  the  committee  have  taken  into 
eration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  made  some  amendments  there- 
:  not  having  had  time  to  go  through  the  whole,  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 
dved.  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war. 
!  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
uurned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  September  12, 1776. 

titer  of  the  31st  of  August,  from  Joseph  Wentworth  to  the  secretary  of 
ess,  with  an  appeal  from  the  verdict  and  sentence  passed  on  the  trial  of 
igantine  named  the  Elizabeth,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 
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The  committee  for  Indian  afiaire,  to  whom  the  letter,  of  the  31»t  of  Aiig|Dst, 
from  the  commissioners  in  the  middle  department,  was  referred,  broagbt  in  i 
report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  two  tons  of  powder  and  four  tfms  of  lead  be  immediatdj 
sent  to  Pittsburg;  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  commissioners  shall  direct: 

That  the  resolution  of  Congress,  respecting  the  destination  of  the  btttalk 
commanded  by  colonel  M'Coj,  be  suspended,  and  that  the  commissioners  for 
Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department  be  empowered,  doriDg  their  star  21 
Pittflburff,  to  direct  the  operations  of  that  battabon : 

Thattne  measures  adopted  bj  the  commissioners,  in  the  present  critictl  sitii- 
ation  of  Indian  affairs,  is  approved  of  by  Congress,  who  have  the  greats 
confidence  in  the  prudence  and  vigilance  of  their  future  conduct* 

Besolved,  That  an  order  for  7000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  in  it 
Tor  of  colonel  M*Coj,  for  the  use  of  his  battalion ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  committee  of  Pennsylvania,  k 
10,000  flints  to  be  delivered  to  Greorge  Morgan,  eso. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  Joseph  TrumbuU»  esq.  with  tbep- 
pers  enclosed,  was  referred,  reported, 

^  That  having  considered  the  same,  and  recurring  to  the  joamal  of  Congrcfi, 
on  Mr.  Trumbull's  appointment  to  the  commissariat,  find  the  following rew^ 
on  the  8th  of  July,  1776:  ''That  the  commissary-seneral  have  full  power  to 
supply  both  armies,  that  upon  the  lakes  as  well  as  that  at  New-York,  andalsi 
to  appoint  and  employ  sucn  persons  under  him,  and  to  remove  any  deputy-com- 
missary, as  he  shall  judge  proper  and  expedient ;  it  being  absolutely  necessvj. 
that  the  supply  of  both  armies  should  be  under  one  direction ;"  Wnereipos, 

Besolvea^  That  the  above  resolution  is  so  clear  and  explicit,  and  to  veil 
contrived  to  procure  the  due  and  proper  discharge  of  the  commissary's  bui- 
ness,  that  the  same  ought  to  be  adhered  to,  and  imm^iately  transmitted  to  tbe 
commanding  officer  in  the  northern  department,  and  to  the  commissary-geoenl, 
as  the  full  sense,  of  Congress  oh  the  commissary-general's  rij;ht  to  direct  the 
operations  of  his  department,  both  as  contractor  and  issuer  ofprovisioDs;  and 
that  Mr.  Trumbull  be  informed.  Congress  expect  this  will  remove  hisdiffical' 
ties,  and  induce  his  continuance  in  the  office  of  commissary  for  both  amueS) 
Mi  New- York,  and  on  the  lakes. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  sundry  officers ;  and  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

David  M^Clure  was  elected  chaplain,  and  Ephraim  Douglass  quarter-Bts* 
ter  of  the  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  M<Coy. 

John  Trumbull,  esq.  was  elected  deputy  adjutant-general  of  the  army  11  ^ 
northern  department,  and  Morgan  Lewis,  esq.  deputy  quarter-master  geoeral 
of  the  said  army.  ^       r    j  n 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  French  officer*!  w 
have  received  commissions  from  Congress,  to  repair  immediately  to  the  pUces 
of  their  destination. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  pay  the  first  battalion  of  ti^' 
ginia  troops,  on  their  march  to  New-York,  the  arrears  due  to  them. 

The  committee  of  treasury,  to  whom  the  petition  of  George  Nichdson  ^ 
referred,  returned  the  same,  and  reported,  tnat  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  tn* 
board  of  war : 
Resolved^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  board  of  war  brou^t  in  a  repoi*t,  which  was  taken  into  considw****"' 
Whereupon,  ^ 

Resolved,  As  it  appears  from  colonel  Warner's  representation  of  the  state® 
his  regiment,  that  major  Painter's  appointment  much  obstructs  the  r^^^°?f^ 
said  regiment,  that,  therefore,  major  Fainter  be  directed  to  repair  to  the  city 
Philadelphia,  that  the  matter  may  be  enquired  into,  and  that  it  be  recom**""' 
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CO  colonel  Warner  and  the  other  officers,  that  they  forthwith  proceed  to 

<e  their  men  and  complete  the  regiment,  relying  on  the  justice  of  Congress 

ihe  setdement  of  the  uneasiness  among  them: 

5'hat  the  militia  at  New-York,  be  paid  by  the  pay-master  general  there,  be- 

t  dischareed. 

iesolvedjrhai  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  re-committed. 

•^he  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 

tr  farther  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war ;  and  after  some  time, 

president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr»  Nelson  reported,  that  the  committee 
e  had  under  consideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  not  haying  come 
I  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sitasain. 

iesolved.  That  this  Congress  will,  to-mofrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
of  th^  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war. 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  2.  Mease  be  directed  to  deliver  such  a  number  of 
ikets,  as  he  has,  belonging  to  the  continent,  to  captain  Watkins,  for  the 

of  his  company,  which  is  iniisted  to  serve  during  the  war,  not  exceeding 

to  each  man. 
adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  September  13, 1776. 

Pwo  letters,  of  the  7th  and  1 1th,  from  general  Washington  ;  one  of  the  ath 

n  general  Green,  and  a  resolution  of  the  committee  of  safety  of  Pennsylva- 

,  of  the  13th,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

?he  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  lord  Howe,  having  returned,  made  a 

bal  report. 

hderedf  That  they  make  a  report  in  writing,  as  soon  as  conveniently  they  can^ 

?he  committee  of  the  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

Co  Peter  Baker  for  1149  rations,  supplied  colonel  Peter  Grubb's  battalion  of 

itia,  and  204  meals  to  different  companies  of  militia,  on  their  march  to  New- 

sey,123  19-90  dollars : 

\^o  Jolin  Bates  for  £66  camp-kettles,  delivered  to  Gustavus  Risburg,  assist- 
to  the  deputy  quarter-master  general  for  the  flying-camp,  354  60-90 

lars: 

Do  Richard  Cheny  for  291  meals  supplied  the  militia  on  their  march  to  New- 

sey,  29  9>90  dollars : 

fo  Charles  Ford  for  ten  weeks'  board,  lodging,  and  washing,  for  William 

iitin|^  a  wounded  seijeant,  from  the  8th  June  to  17th  August,  10  weeks,  at 

-3  dollars  per  week,  13  30-90  dollars  : 

ro  major  Kegonville,  capt.  Duchene,  lieut.  Smith,  and  lieut.  Demuraux,  Ca- 

lian  prisoners,  for  their  allowance  from  3d  November,  1775,  to  6th  Septem- 

,  1776,  inclusive,  is  44  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  352  dollars,  and  that  the 

ke  be  paid  to  Mons.  Regonvilie : 

ro  Robert  Towers,  for  artillery  stores  for  two  three-pound  travelling  can- 

,  ordered  by  Joseph  Hewes,  esq.  for  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  72  64*90 

lars; 

ro  Graaf,  M'Clenachan,  Hollingsworth,  and  Grigson,  for  which  a  warrant  is 

»e  drawn  in  favor  of  the  hon.  Thomas  Lynch,  esq.  for  his  expenses  to  and 

n  Williamsburg,  with  the  hire  of  a  wagon,  witii  money  for  South-Carolina, 
32-90  dollars : 

ro  Joseph  Beck  soing  express  from  Philadelphia  to  Virginia^  340  miles,  at 

of  a  dollar,  56  dollars : 

fo  Michael  Millenberger,  for  five  days'  use  of  his  two-horse  wagons,  in , 

Qsporting  the  sick  troops  in  New -Jersey,  of  captain  Brown's  companv. 

30-90  dollars : 

ro  Frederick  Bicking,  for  221  reams  of  paper  for  continental  currency,  at 

4-90  dollars  a  ream,  1532  24-90  dollars  : 
Vol.  I.  60 
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To  Witliam  Clayton,  for  338  meals  of  Tictnals^  Supplied  die  milttit  on  thdr 
jharch  to  New-Jcrsej,  32  72-90  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

*tVo  letters  of  the  8tby  from  ^neral  Schuyler,  with  ffundry  papers  enclosed ; 
one  of  the  7th,  from  Walter  Livingston,  and  one  of  the  12th  ot  August,  firatt 
brisAdier-|;eneral  Armstrong  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  letters,  with  the  papers  enclosed  in  that  frooi 
|;en6ral  Schuyler,  eicept  what  relates  to  general  Montgomerf 's  accounts,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  papers  relative  to  the  said  accouits 
be  referred  to  the  board  df  treasury. 

Con^ss  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  dm- 
sideration  {he  report  of  the  board  of  War ;  lind,  after  some  time,  the  presideDtre- 
sumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported,  that  the  committee  have  bad  oader 
Consideration  the  matter  referred  to  thetn,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  coodi- 
sion,  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Besohed,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  coffinittte 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideratioh  the  report  of  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-iporrow. 

SATURDAY,  SS^femfer  14,  1776. 

A  letter  from  R.  H.  Harrison,  secretary  to  general  Washinffton,  was  reid. 

Four  French  officers,  who  arrived  in  the  Reprisal,  captain  Weeks,  being  r^ 
commended  to  Congress, 

Mesolvid,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideratioB ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  militia,  when  on  their  march,  and  while  in  ter- 
vice,  be  allowed  rations  like  the  officers  on  the  continental  establishment,  whli- 
out  any  allowance  of  mileage : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  in  the  northern  army  be  directed  to  erect  bir- 
facks,  and  other  accommodations,  in  the  most  convenient  places  in  that  deptrt- 
toent,  and  provide  maeazines  of  straw,  fuel,  and  other  necessaries  for  wbte^ 
quarters,  for  such  number  of  troops  as  he  shall  think  proper : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  informed  that  his  letter  of  the  16th  of  last  vmvk 
was  duly  received,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
cupses  of  the  miscarriages  in  Canada : 

That  captain  Martindale  and  lieutenant  Turner  be  allowed  their  nay  andri* 
tions  to  this  time,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  treasury-board  for  a  settle 
tiient  of  their  accounts : 

That  15  tdns  of  powder,  20,000  flints,  ten  tons  of  lead,  and  100  reams  of  cir- 
tridge-paper,  be  immediately  sent  to  general  Gates,  for  tlieuse  of  the  armyw 
the  noithern  department  z  ^. 

That  brigadier-general  Armstrong  have  leave  to  return  from  South-Cirt""* 
to  Philadelphia: 

That  deputy-commissary  Livingston's  resjenation  be  accepted : 

That  captains  Wait  Hopkins  and  Gideon  Brownson  be  referred  to  ^^' 
inissioners  appointed  to  audit  accounts  in  the  northern  department,  for  a  8cttl^ 
inent  of  their  accounts :  n 

That  all  continental  troops  and  militia,  going  home  from  service,  restore 
continental  arms  and  other  property,  and  also  all  ammunition  remaioiog 
their  possession,  at  the  time  ot  their  being  about  to  return.  Their  P*J  ^ 
withheld  unless  they  produce  certificates  from  the  commissary  ^*^^^. 
quarter-master  general,  or  their  deputies  in  the  department  where  sacb  co  ' 
nental  troops  or  militia  shall  serve.  And,  if  any  continental  propertj*  ^  ^ 
munition  be  carried  away  by  the  militia,  before  this  resolve,  ^toppap*  ^^ 
made  from  such  as  have  not  received  their  pay«  and  that  measures  be  tak^ 
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^066  who  have  been  paid  bj  the  councils  of  safety,  orlegisiatores  of  each  statp, 
Cor  the  restoration  of  such  continental  property  and  ammunition. 

A  memerial  fronr  Jonathan  Glover  was  read,  and  refeued  to  the  marine  cctfi- 
nittee. 

A  letter  of  the  9th,  from  general  Lee  to  the  board  of  war,  was  lud  beftire 
Clongress  and  read. 

A  petition  from  captains  Joseph  Gardner,  James  McDowell,  John  M'DoweJlf 
^muel  Evans,  fi|rfiraim  Blackburn,  and  Stephen  Cochran,  was  read. 

Resolved^  Tliat  25,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Maryland,  whicb 
is  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

The  committees  of  Westmoreland  and  Bedford,  having,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  Coneress  of  the  15th  July,  recommended  Van  Swearingan,  Mo$es 
Carson,  Samuel  Miller,  James  Piggot,  Wendal  Oury,  David  Killgore,  Elie^er- 
Miers,  and  Andrew  Mann,  for  captains  in  the  reeiment  commanded  by  colonel 
M'Coy ;  and  Robert  Mosely,  John  Finley,  Mattiiew  Jack,  Ezekiel  Hickman^ 
Bichard  Carson,  William  M.  Greary,  James  M*Dowell,  and  Thomas  Cook,  ffn 
first  lieutenants ;  William  Thompson,  Alexander  Sumrall,  James  Gutherv,  Phi- 
lip Rodgers,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Mountz,  James  Buler,  jun.  and  Jqhn 
Crawford,  for  second  lieutenants;  Benjamin  Neely,  Joseph  Kerr,  John  Sims, 
David  Wherry,  Devalt  Mecklin,  Feolty  Weaver,  John  Read,  and  Aquila 
White,  for  ensigns  in  the  said  battalion : 

.  Besolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commissions  be  granted  to  them 
accordingly. 

Whereas  the  deleeites  of  South-Carolina  have  represented,  that,  by  an  ar- 
rangement made  ^f  Congress,  on  the  18th  day  of  June  last,  the  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery and  two  re^ments  of  riflemen,  raised  in  that  province,  will  obtain  prece- 
dency over  a  reeiment  of  rangers,  though  the  latter  was  raised  before  either  of 
the  former,  whicn  may  be  attended  with  consequences  extremely  prejudicial  to 
the  service :  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  regiment  ot  rangers,  commanded  by  colonel  Wil- 
liam Thompson,  do  still  keep  the  same  statiop  it  had  in  the  provincial  arrange- 
ment, and  be  entitled  to  rank  in  the  same  way  as  other  regiments  in  the  conti- 
nental service. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  September  16,  1776, 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  general  Washington,  one  of  the  9th,  from  gene- 
ral Schuylet*,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  from  general  Gates,  dated  the,  €th,  and 
one,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Gates,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Schuyler,  was  also  read: 

Ordered^  That  this  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

There  being  sundry  vacancies  in  colonel  Warner's  battalion,  Con£;re8s  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  officers  to  fill  up  the  same ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taxen* 

John  Fasset  and M'Une  were  elected  captains  in  the  room  of  John 

Grant  and  Jacob  Vorsborough,  who  have  declined  to  accept  their  commissions, 
on  account  of  their  ill-state  of  health ; 

Joseph  Safford,  Thomas  Hanson,  John  Chipman,  and  Robert  Terrence,  first 
lieutenants. in  the  room  of  Dean,  deceased,  Woolbridge  and  Allen 

who  decline  serving,  and  J.  Fassett  promoted ;  Benjamin  Hopkins,  adjutant. 

Resolved,  That  Uiere  be  an  addition  of  three  brigadiers-general  in  the  con- 
inental  army,  and  that  Congress  proceed  immediately  to  the  choice : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  Christopher  Gadsden,  William  Moultrie,  and  Lach- 
lan  M'Intosb)  were  elected. 

A  letter,  of  the  dlst  of  August,  from  brigadier-general  Lewis,  and  one  of 
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the  30th  of  the  same  inonth  from  WiUiam  RickmaD,  director  of  tb  ba^ 
in  the  southern  department,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  W.  Rickman,  be  referred  to  the  wk 
committee. 

BisoLved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  G«ffsii,!p 
the  nse  of  the  continental  troops  in  that  state,  the  said  del^;atest»kc 
oonntable. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  appointing  commisaioositeaij 
the  public  accounts  in  Virginia. 

It  being  represented  by  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  that,  fronbBf^ 
counts,  it  appears,  that  the  situation  of  affiiirs  in  that  state  is  sndu  sstsm^ 
it  dangerous,  if  not  impracticable,  to  execute  the  resolution  of  CoBgreais 
3d  instant,  ordering  two  of  the  North-Carolina  battalions,  under  the  aaa 
of  brigadier-general  Moore,  to  march  to  reinforce  the  array  at  Newlfi] 
lYhereupon, 

Itesolved,  That  it  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  council  of  safety  of  Nr.j 
Carolina,  to  execute  or  suspend  that  resolution,  according  as  thejM^ 
it  most  conducive  to  the  public  service,  and  the  safety  of  tneir  particobr  §» 

Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whwe,  to  tak(  t| 
consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war;  and,  afler  some  tine,^; 
sident  resumed  the  cnair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported,  that  the  ceomitttt^ 
had  under  consideration  the  report  from  the  board  of  war,  and  have  ooikfl 
dry  amendments,  which  they  ordered  him  to -lay  before  Connness: 

Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  Doard  of  w.« 
the  amendments  offered  by  the  committee  of  the  whole ;  and^  thereopos,* 
to  the  following  resolutions: 

That  eighty-eight  battalions  be  inlisted  as  soon  as  possible,  to  serfeibit 
the  present  war,  and  that  each  state  furnish  their  respective  quotas  is  tk» 
lowmg  proportions^  viz. 

New-Hampshire,  •  3  battalions. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

That  twenty  dollars  be  given  as  a  bounty  to  each  non-commissioneiii^ 
and  private  soldier,  who  shall  iniist  to  serve  during  the  present  war.s^ 
sooner  discharged  by  Congress : 

That  Congress  make  provision  for  granting  lands,  in  the  following  |vf 
tions :  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  so  engage  in  the  service,  >w^ 
tinue  therein  to  the  close  of  the  war,  or  until  discharged  by  Congress,  tsA  ^ 
the  representatives  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  shall  be  slain  by  theeitsi 

Such  lands  to  be  provided  by  the  United  states,  and  whatever  expense  sii^ 
be  necessary  to  procure  such  land,  the  said  expense  shall  be  paid  sod  iiorst^ 
the  states  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  other  expenses  of  the  war,  m. 

To  a  colonel,  500  acres ;  to  a  lieutenant-colbnel,  450 ;  to  a  major,  ^:^ 
captain,  300 ;  to  a  lieutenant,  200 ;  to  an  ensign,  150 ;  each  non-comaus^ 
officer  and  soldier,  100 :  ^^ 

That  the  appointment  of  all  officers,  and  filling  up  vacancies,  (eic«^ 
general  officers)  be  left  to  the  governments  of  the  several  states,  and  that  e^^^ 
state  provide  arms,  clothing,  and  every  necessary  for  its  quota  of  ^^''', 
cordine  to  the  foregoing  estimate :  The  expense  of  tlie  clotibing  to  be  deeoct^ 
from  the  pay  of  the  soldiers,  as  usual : 

That  all  officers  be  commissioned  by  Congress : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  that  they  take  the  most^F^ 
dy  and  effectual  measures  for  inlisting  their  several  quotas: 


Haasachusetts-Baj, 

15 

Ittiode-Island, 

3 

Connecticut, 

8 

New-York, 

4 

New-Jeney, 

4 

Penn^lrania, 

12 

Delaware, 

Ibctnh' 

Maryland, 

8    ^ 

Virginia 

15    * 

No^-CaroUna, 

9    di^ 

South-Carolina, 

6    (^ 

Geotipa, 

I    <fe 
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That  the  money  to  be  eiven  for  bounties  be  paid  by  the  pay -roaster  in  the 
department  where  die  soldier  shall  iniist: 

That  each  soldier  receive  pay  and  subsistence  from  tfie  time  of  inlistment 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Adam  Zantzin«sr,  for  the  expense  of  five  light-horse  escorting  money  to 
New- York,  and  one  from  thence  to  Albany,  94  64-90  dollars :         ' 

To  John  Bates,  for  300  camp-kettles  delivered  to  Gustavus  Risberg,  400 
dollars : 

To  Philip  Baker,  for  289  meals  of  victuals,  supplied  captains  Grier  and 
Nelson's  companies  of  continental  trooM,  18  31-90  dollars : 

To  David  Tryon,  William  Green,  Peter  Peterson,  George  Landers,  and- 
Samuel  Brush,  for  the  hire  of  their  shallops,  with  continental  troops  and  bi^- 
gage,  from  Wilmington  to  Trenton,  104  doUars: 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Besolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration  the  ar* 
tides  of  war. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  17,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  of  August,  from  V.  De  Coetry  Prejent,  was  read,  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  state  of  Maryland  having  recommended  Xhomas  Beale,  esq.  to  be  cap- 
tain ;  Peter  Contee  Hanson  first-lieutenant ;  James  Lingan  second-lieutenant, 
and  Richard  Dorsey  third-lieutenant,  in  colonel  Stevenson's  battalion ;  and  Eli- 
jah Evans  to  be  a  third -lieutenant  in  the  said  battalion,  in  the  room  of  llenry 
Uardman,  who  has  resigned, 

Besolved,  That  they  &  accepted,  and  commissions  granted  to  them  accord- 

riy. 

le  committee  ap)>ointed  to  confer  with  lord  Howe,  agreeable  to  the  order 
of  Congress,  brought  in  a  report  in  writing,  which  was  read  as  follows : 

^  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  we  have  had  a  meeting  with  lord 
Howe.  It  was  on  Wednesday  last,  upon  Staten-island,  opposite  to  Amboy, 
where  his  lordship  received  and  entertained  us  with  the  utmost  politeness. 

**  His  lordship  opened  the  conversation,  by  acquainting  us,  that,  though  he 
could  not  treat  with  us  as  a  committee  of  Congress,  yet,  as  his  powers  enabled 
him  to  confer  and  consult  with  any  private  gentlemen  of  influence  in  the  co- 
lonies, on  the  means  of  restoring  peace  between  the  two  countries,  he  was 
^ad  of  thb  opportunity  of  conferring  ^ith  us  on  that  subject,  if  we  thoueht 
ourselves  at  liberty  to  enter  into  a  conference  with  him  in  that  character.  We 
observed  to  his  lordship,  that,  as  our  business  was  to  hear,  he  might  consider  us 
in  what  liriit  he  pleased,  and  communicate  to  us  any  propositions  he  might  be 
authorized  to  make  for  the  purpose  mentioned ;  but  that  we  could  consider 
ourselves  in  no  other  character  than  that  in  which  we  were  placed,  bv  order  of 
Coosress.  His  lordship  then  entered  into  a  discourse  of  a  considerable  length, 
which  contained  no  explicit  proposition  of  peace,  except  one,  namely,  that  the 
colonies  should  return  to  their  alleffiance  and  obedience  to  the  8:ovemment  of 
Great-Britain.  The  rest  consisted  principally  of  assurances,  that  there  was 
an  exceeding  good  disposition  in  the  kinff  and  his  ministers  to  make  that  go- 
vernment easy  to  us,  with  intimations,  Biat,  in  case  of  our  submission,  they 
would  cause  the  oftensive  acts  of  parliament  to  be  revised,  and  the  instructions 
to  governors  to  be  reconsidered! ;  that  so,  if  any  just  causes  of  complaint 
vere  found  in  the  acts,  or  any  errors  in  government  were  perceiv^  to  have 
crept  into  the  insUiictions,  they  miffht  be  amended  or  withdrawn. 

**  We  save  it  as  our  opinion  to  his  lordship,  that  a  return  to  the  domina- 
tion of  Great-Britftin  was  not  now  to  be  expected.    We  mentioned  the  re- 
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peaieU  humble  petitions  of  the  colonies  to  the  king  mud  paHitMii^n 
betn  treated  with  contempt,  and  answered  odIj  oy  additiooil  i^ 
unexampled  patience  we  bad  ahown  uader  their  tyranakal  nww 
that  it  was  not  till  the  late  act  of  parliameat  whidi  dcBeincM  virip 
«nd  put  us  out  of  the  kini^s  protection,  that  we  declared  «viik^ 
that  this  declaration  had  been  called  fcr  b^  the  people  of  tkde^ 
Meral ;  that  every  colony  had  approved  of  it,  when  made,  uid  all  w 
dered  themselves  as  independent  states,  and  were  settling,  or  liadsedi 
governmeuts  accordingly;  so,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  C« 
agree  for  tlieiis  that  they  should  return  to  their  fornaerdepeniiatfii 
there  was  no  doubt  of  their  inclination  to  peace»  and  their  viUio^l 
into  a  treaty  with  Great-Britain,  that  migntbe  advantageous  to twuiti 
that  though  his  lordship  had,  at  present,  no  power  to  treat  nitbtkcil 
pendent  states,  he  might,  if  there  was  the  same  good  dispositinii] 
much  sooner  obtain  fresh  powers  from  thence,  for  thatpnrpo^tiia 
could  be  obtained  by  Congress,  from  the  sevend  colonies,  to  coDiettii 
mission. 

*<  His  lordship  then  saying,  that  he  was  sorry  to  find,  that  aoaccMi 
was  like  to  take  place,  put  an  end  to  the  conference. 

**  Upon  the  whole,  it  did  not  appear  to  your  comnittee,  dut  iaslii 

cominission  contained  any  other  authority  than  tbnt  expressed  io  ^ 

parliament,  namely,  that ofgranting pardons,  with  snckeiceptisiu*^^ 

missionera  shall  tnink  proper. to  make»  and  of  decLarii^Aneiica,Qri| 

of  it,  to  be  in  the  king's  peace,  upon  submiasion ;  For,  as  to  the  |i««^ 

quiring  into  the  state  of  America,  wluch  his  lordship  mentiMed  ti  |^l 

conferring  and  consulting  with  any  persons  the  conroisnoarrs  k^ 

proper,  and  representing  the  result  ol  such  conversation  to  the  ni»^ 

provided  the  colonies  would  sul^ect  themselves,  nsii^t,  afiter  sll,  v^ 

at  their  pleasure,  make  any  alterations  in  the  former  instructions tsp^ 

or  propose  in  parliament,  any  amendment  of  the  acta  complaiaed  ef,  ^'\ 

hendea  any  expectation  from  tlie  effect  of  such  a  |M>wer  would  htn^ 

i^Qcertain  anil  precarious  to  be  .relied  on  by  America,  luul  she  still  o^ 

in  her  state  of  aependence."  .. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  report,  and  also  the  message  ^f^J^ 

aa  delivered  by  general  SuTlivsn,  and  the  resolution  ofCongressine^ 

thereof,  be  published  by  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  fore^*^ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  publish  lord  Drummond's  lette'-r' 

Washington,  and  the  general's  answers.  ^ 

Sundry  resolutions  being  moved  and  seconded,  in  additicm  te^r 

yesterday,  relative  to  the  new  army :  after  debate, 

Jlesolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war*  j 

A  letter  of  the  10th,  from  brigadier-general  I^wis  was  read;  ^^ 

from  James  Forrest  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  wir.       ^ 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  plan  of  treaties  to  be  F^^F^^  > 

nations,  with  the  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  dii*^' 

the  same  was  aeteed  to. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  general  Washington,  was  received  aw  r^^ 
Resolved^  That  the  consideration  of  the  instructions  to  begiveDt*^ 
missioners  to  foreign  states,  be  postponed  till  to-morrow.  j 

Ordered,  That  1066  d-S  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Bmifl'*^ 
tor  general.  .    .  rJ 

Mesolvedf  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed,  after  ^'^'i^f  J 
battalion*  to  arm  the  Maryland  company  on  its  march  to  Nev-Tp^^ 
remainder,  or  with  as  many  arms  as  shali  then  \^  in  their  fiM^ 
ingto  die  continent* 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  raferredv  being  poa^Moei 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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WEDNESDAY,  September  18,  1776. 

tier  of  the  16th,  from  R.  Dallam,  deputy  pay-master  general  was  read, 

board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  inU^  consideration ; 

upon^ 

Ivedt  That  if  rations  be  received  by  the  oCBcers  or  privates  in  the  conti- 

army,  in  money,  they  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  8-90ths  of  a  dollar  per  ration  t 

Monsieur  Jacoue  Paul  Govert  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  captain-lieu- 
of  artillery  in  the  continental  army,  and  that  a  commission  be  given  to 
cortlingly : 

the  medical  committee  seild  an  assortment.of  proper  medicines  to  the 
n  army : 

Monsieur  Vermonet  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  major  by  brevet*  he  be- 
sntleraan  of  considerable  military  abilities : 

the  bounty  and  grants  of  land  offered  by  Congress,  by  a  resolution  ef 
b  instant,  as  an  encouragement  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  to  engage  to 
1  the  army  of  the  United  States  durine  the  war,  shall  extend  to  all  who 
shall  be  inlisted  for  that  term ;  the  bolinty  of  ten  dollars^  which  any 
soldiers  have  received  from  the  continent  on  account  of  a  former  inlist- 

0  be  reckoned  in  part  payment  of  the  20  dollars  offered  by  the  teid  re* 

no  officer  in  the  continental  army  be  allowed  to  hold  more  than  one 
sion,  or  to  receive  pay  but  in  one  capacity  at  the  same  time  i 
ved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  postponed. 
\vedy  That  this  board  of  war  be  directed  to  prepare  a  resolution  for  en- 
and  perfecting  discipline  in  ttie  army. 
red.  That  ISM  45-90  dollars  be  paid  in  specie  to  John  Bonfield,  and 

1  to  the  account  of  brigadier-general  Arnold,  the  same  being  in  full  «f 
er-general  Arnold's  note  of  the  11th  of  May  last: 

an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  com* 
appointed  to  contract  for  castine  cannon ;  they  to  be  accountable  : 
:  the  secret  committee  furnish  me  said  committee  with  two  barrels  of 
-  for  proving  cannon. 

Ived,  That  captain  M^Kenzie,  a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  be 
id  on  his  parole,  the  state  of  his  health  requiring  air  and  exercise ;  and 
be  ordered  to  Reading,  in  Pennsylvania,  there  to  reside  under  the  same 
tions  as  other  prisoners  on  their  parole. 

committee  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report  on  the.  ways  and  means  of 
five  miUions  of  dollars,  which  was  read : 
iredj  To  lie  on  the  table. 

rress  took  into^conaideration  the  instructions  to  the  commissioners*  and 
ebate, 

Ived^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed* 
several  matters  to  thb  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
turned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  September  19, 1776. 

board  of  treasury  reported,  that  they  have  examined  the  vouchers  brought 
eir  office  by  Joseph  Hewes;  esq.  one  of  the  naval  committee,  by  which  it 
9,  that  the  naval  committee  have  expended  the  sum  of  134,333  S7-90dol- 
fitting  out  eight  armed  vessels. 
Ived,  That  the  same  be  allowed  and  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  said  com- 

naval  committee  having  laid  before  Congress  an  account  of  sundry  out- 
ig  debts,  and  of  supdry  goods  by  them  purchased,  and  put  into  the  hands 
rent  persons  who  have  not  yet  accounted  for  the  same. 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  account  be  delivered  to  the  marine  committee,  and 
that  they  be  directed  to  take  effectual  measures  to  have  the  said  oatatiiiding 
debts  collected  atid  accounts  settled* 

Resolved,  That  66  2-3  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  le  chevalier  de  Yerme^ 
net;  he  to  be  accountable: 

That  major  de  Vermonet  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  for  a  aetd^ 
ment  of  his  account  for  rations : 

That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  William  Davies,  of  Virginia,  fa 
the  use  of  his  company  on  their  march  to  New-York^  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  captain  Woelper,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Pennsjlrania  and  Marr- 
land,  who  are  directed  to  settle  the  rank  of  the  captains  and  subalterns  in  tlr 
German  battalion,  and  report  to  Congress. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Mons.  Marauis  de  Malmadj  be  appointed  to  the  rank  an^ 
pay  of  a  major  by  brevet  in  tne  continental  army,  and  receive  a  commisiida 
accordingly : 

That  Mons.  Jean  Louis  Imbret,  a  gentleman  well  recommehded  as  an  eoci- 
neer,  be  sent  to  general  Washington  to  be  employed  in  that  capacity,  in  ormr 
to  shew  his  abilities,  and  that  one  months*  pay  as  a  captain  be  adTvanccd  fir 
his  expenses : 

That  Mons.  Christian  de  Colerus  be  appointed  to  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  aa* 
jor  by  brevet,  and  that  his  commission  be  forthwith  given  him : 

That  Mons.  Jean  Louis  de  Virnejouz  be  appointed  to  the  rank  and  pay  of  a 
capbiin  by  brevet,  and  commissioned  accordingly : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  these  states  in  the  several  de- 
partments, be  directed  to  give  positive  orders  to  the  brigadier-generals  and 
colonels,  and  all  other  officers  in  their  several  armies,  that  the  troops,  nnder 
their  command,  may,  every  day,  be  called  tc^ther,  and  trained  in  arms,  in 
order  that  officers  and  men  may  be  perfected  m  the  manual  exercise  and  man- 
leuvres,  and  inured  to  the  most  exemplary  discipline,  and  that  all  officers  be 
assured,  that  the  Congress  will  consiaer  activity  and  success,  in  introdacing 
discipline  into  the  army,  amonj^  the  best  recommendations  for  promotion. 

The  commissioners  for  settling  the  public  accounts  in  die  northern  army, 
having  represented  to  the  board  of  treasury,  that  sundry  officers  in  the  amy, 
holding  two  commissions,  had,  previous  to  the  time  of  general  Schuyler's  re- 
ceiving the  order  of  Congress,  not  to  allow  pay  to  any  person  for  more  thu 
one  commission,  received  warrants  from  the  general  for  payment  in  their  doa- 
ble capacity,  and  desiring  to  know  whether  such  accounts  are  to  be  allowed : 

Resolvd^  That  such  warrants  drawn  by  eeneral  Schuyler,  previous  to  tiie 
time  of  his  receiving  the  order  of  Congress,  be  allowed  by  the  comntissioneri  r 

That,  to  prevent,  for  the  future,  warrants  being  drawn  by  any  general  in  the 
continental  army,  in  favor  of  any  officer,  for  more  than  one  commission,  the 
order  of  Congress  be  published,  that  no  officer  in  the  eontinental  araty  is  al- 
lowed  to  hold  more  than  one  commission,  or  to  receive  pay  but  in  one  capacity. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Henry  Brothers,  54  dollars ;  George  Troxsell,  64  dollars  and  72-90dis, 
and  Jacob  Miller,  60  dollars ;  die  whole  amounting  to  178  dollars  and  72-90th8 ; 
to  be  paid  to  colonel  George  Strieker,  for  the  hire  of  three  wagons  from  Mary- 
land tp  Philadelphia,  with  the  baggage  of  two  field-officers,  and  two  companies 
belonging  to  the  German  battalion : 

To  the  late  colonel  Caleb  Perry,  for  provisions  supplied  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jersey,  with  their  ferriage,  and  the  femage  of  baggage-wagons 
over  Schuylkill,  53  aollars ;  to  be  paid  to  John  Jacobs : 

Orderea,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 
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A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  Dorre,  was  read : 
Chrdered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  for  Indian  -afiairs  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  66  dollars  and  60-90th8  be  paid  to  Jacob  Fowler,  of  the  Mon- 
tauk  tribe  of  Indians  on  Long- Island,  for  his  trouble  in  going  to  the  Mohawk  and 
Oneida  nations  of  Indians,  and  for  his  services  whilst  he  remained  amongst  them: ' 
That  the  commanding  officers  ot  the  several  posts,  on  the  frontiers  of  Yir- 
ginia  and  Pennsylvania,  be  desired  to  give  the  earliest  intelligence  they  can,  of  ^ 
every  important  occurrence  they  may  have  notice  of,  respecting  the  Indians, , 
to  the  commissioners,  or,  when  they  are  not  in  the  way,  to  the  agent  for  Indian 
affairs: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers,  and  to  the  of- 
ficers at  all  the  posts  there,  to  treat  the  Indians,  who  behave  peaceably  and  in-  ? 
oifensively,  with  kindness  and  civility,  and  not  to  suffer  them  to  be  ill-used  or 
insulted :  , 

That  400  dollars  be  paid  to  the  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the  middle  depart- . 
ment,  for  expenditures,  and  beaccounted  for  by  him : 

That  the  orders  drawn  bj  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle 
department,  on  the  committee  for  Indian  ^affairs,  for  ^  1104 17  7),  Pennsylvania 
currency,  and  fur  ^73  0  9,  of  like  money,  being  3141  dollars  and  lU-90th8, 
the  cost  of  sundry  merchandise  bought  by  the  agent  for  the  Indians;  the  for- 
mer payable  to  James  Heron,  and  the  other  to  James  Heron  and  James  Bavard,  . 
be  accepted,  and  that  the  mpney  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  r 
That  a  talk  be  delivered  to  tlie  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Sbawanese  Indians,  • 
now  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  communicated  by  them  to  their  nation,  in  these  words: 

The  United  States  of  America,  to  tbetr  Brethren,  the  Chiefi  and  WarriorB  of  the  Shawaneae  NaUon. 

*^  We  have  heard  from  y<ovL  by  Mr.  Morgan,  our  a^nt,  and  are  much  pleased 
"with  your  reception  of  him  into  your  towns,  and  with  your  answers  to  our 
messages  by  him.  We  expect  that  you  and  our  commissioners  will  shortly 
meet  m  council  at  Pittsburg,  when  we  hope  our  old  friendship  will  be  renewed, 
and  such  a  peace  established  between  us,  as  will  last  forever. 

*•  Our  youn^  brothers,  Wenthissicia  and  Pellawa,  have  visited  their  white 
brethren  here  in  company  with  Mr.  Morgan.  They  can  tell  jou  that  we  keep 
our  roads  clear  of  thorns  and  briars,  and  open  for  all  our  Indian  brethren,  who 
think  proper  to  visit  us.  We  shall  always  be  pleased  to  see  our  brothers,  the 
Shawanese,  and  our  brothers  of  every  other  Indian  nation.  We  wish  to  see 
some  of  their  wise  men  at  our  great  council-fire,  Which  we  preserve  bright  and 
clear  for  all  nations."    , 

As  it  may  be  a  means  of  conciliating  the  friendship  of  the  Canadian  Indians, 
or,  at  least,  of  preventing  hostilities  from  them  in  some  measure,  to  assist  the 
president  of  Dartmouth  college,  in  New^Hampshire,  in  maintaining  their  youth 
who  are  now  there,  under  his  tuition,  and  whom  the  revenues  of  the  college  are 
not,  at  this  time,  sufficient  to  support ;  that,  for  this  purpose,  500  dollars  be  paid 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eleazer  W^heelock,  president  of  the  said  college. 

Resolved^  That  the  adjutants  of  regiments  in  the  continents  army  be  allow- 
ed the  pay  and  rations  of  captains,  and  have  tiie  rank  of  first  lieutenants. 

Coneress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  war;  and,  after  some 
time,  mt  farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  secret  committee  supply  the  state  of  New- Jersey  with  one 
ton  of  powder ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Vol.  I.  ^1 
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FRIDAY,  SepUmber  20,  1776.  | 

A  letter  of  the  18th,  from  ceneral  Washington,  and  one  of  flie  IS^M 
general  assemblj  of  Massachaaetts-Baj,  enclosing  sundry  pipers,  vmi^ 

priend.  That  the  letter  from  the  assembly  of  MasMcbBsetts-Bsjbe!^ 
to  the  marine  committee. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  officers  and  soldiers,  who  shall  be  entitled  ti^ii| 
hereafter  to  be  granted  bj  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  I6di,  kmisi\ 
io|rof  the  same,  during  the  war, 

Reaolv$d,  That  Congress  will  not  gnnt  lands  to  any  person  v  pnj 
claiming  under  the  assignment  of  an  officer  or  soldier. 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  forward  SOO  lb.  of  Peremba  | 
the  southern  department,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  there.  J 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Articles  of  war,  wluch,^*^ 
bated  by  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows :  I 

Betmlved,  That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  the  following  silidcn 
respectiye  armies  of  the  United  States,  the  rules  and  articles  bj  wticki^i 
armies  have  heretofore  been  gbvemed,  shall  be,  and  they  are,  herebjr^ 

-V  SECTION  L 

ArHde  1.  That  ererjr  officer  who  shall  be  retained  in  die  amy  of  tk  ^ 
ed  States,  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  acceptance  of  his  €onimiBsioD,siibKi^' 
rules  and  regulatbns.  .       -.^^ 

Art  St.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  oficov  and  soldiers  d^ 
attend  divine  service  i  and  all  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  bduifeiB^ 
or  irreverentlvyat  any  place  of  divine  worship,  shall,  if  comnu»HNi«lj^ 
be  bronriit  before  a  general  court-martial,  there  to  be  pablicly  aiid  ^^.* 
|»rimanaed  by  the  president ;  if  non-commissioned  officers  or  aoldkn,  e^f 
son  so  offencTini^  sball,  for  his  first  offence,  forfeit  l-6th  of  a  doUir,i»  V 
ducted  out  of  his  uext  pay ;  for  the  second  offence,  he  shall  not  m^  t^ 
like  sum,  but  be  confined  for  twenty-four  hours;  and,  for  ^^^  "^j^ 
shall  suffer  and  pay  in  like  manner ;  which  money,  so  forfeited,  .»^  ?! 
to  the  use  of  the  sick  soldiers  of  the  troop  or  company  to  viiick  v*'' 
belongs.  -, 

Jirt.  3.  Whatsoever  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall  uat^Jfr 
oath  or  execration,  shall  incur  the  penalties  expressed  in  the  f<^5<l^f!^ . 
and  if  a  comniissioued  officer  be  tbusjguilty  ot  prophane  caisiDgtfi^l 
ho  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  each  and  every  such  offence,  two-thinis^'^ 

•Iri.  4.  Every  chaplain  who  is  commissioned  to  a  recent,  ^^^ 
or  garrison,  and  shall  absent  himself  from  the  said  regiment,  ^^f^ 
Qr  garrison,  (excepting  in  case  of  sickn^iss  or  leave  of  alienee)  shall  bei^^ 
a  court-martiaU  and  be  fined  not  exceeding  one  month's  pay.  ''^^^^' 
of  his  pay  during  his  abseoce,  or  be  dischaiged,  as  the  said  casit-xi^ 
judge  most  proper. 

SECTION  II.  ^ 

JSlrt.  1.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  presume  to  use  trtiteron'^ 

spectfttl  words  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  ^^^^ 

bled,  or  the  legislature  efany  of  the  United  States  in  which  he  ma;  >!<r^ 

if  a  commissioned  officer,  he  shall  be  cashiered  ;  if  a  non-comiBtf^^f^^;)i' 

or  soldier,  he  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  npo^'^ 

sentence  of  a  court-martial.  ,  ^ 

Art.  2.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  behave  himself  with  <^^^i'i 

spect  towards  the  general,  or  other  commander  in  chief  of  the  forc<««^ 

ed  States,  or  shall  speak  words  tending  to  his  hurt  or  dishonor,  s^"^^ 

according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  ^'*' J^r 

Art.  3.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  begin,  exdte,cau«JJ**  /, 

mutiny  or  sedition,  in  the  troop,  company  or  regiment  to  wUckK''^  I 
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in  any  other  troop  or  company  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
part,  post,  detachment  or  gnaitl,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  shall  suffer  deaths 
or  such  other  punishment  as  by  a  court-martial  shall  be  inflicted. 

Jhrt.  4.  Any  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier,  who,  being  present 
at  any  mutiny  or  sediti^fn,  does  not  use  his  utmost  endeavor  to  suppress  the 
aame,  or  commg  to  the  knowledge  of  any  intended  mutiny,  does  not,  without 
delay,  give  information  thereof  to  his  con^manding  officer,  shall  be  punished  t^ 
a  court-martial  with  death,  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  nature  orthe  offence* 

Jirt.  5.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  strike  his  superior  officer,  or  draw^ 
or  shall  lift  up  any  weapon,  or  offer  any  violence  against  him,  being  in  the  ex* 
ecution  of  hi4  office,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  or  shall  disobey  any  lawful 
command  of  his  superior  officer,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment 
at  shall,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  be  inflicted  upon  nim  by  tbe 
sentence  of  a  court-martial. 

SECTION  III. 

JM.  1.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldijer,  who  shall  inlist  him* 
self  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  at  the  time  of  his  so  inlisting,  or 
vrithin  six  days  afterwards,  have  the  articles  for  the  government  of  the  forces 
of  the  Unitea  States  read  to  him,  and  shall,  by  the  officer  who  inlisted  him,  or 
by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troop  or  company  into  which  he  was  inlisted, 
lie  taken  before  the  next  justice  of  the  peace,  or  chief  magistrate  of  any  city  or 
town-corporate,  not  being  an  officer  of  the  army,  or,  where  recourse  cannot  be 
had  to  the  civil  ma^strate,  before  the  jud^-advocate,  'and,  in  his  presence, 
shall  take  the  following  oath,  or  affirmation,  if  conscientiously  scrupulous  about 
taking  an  oath : 

1  swear,  or  affirm,  (as  the  case  may  be^  to  be  true  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  to  serve  them  honestly  and  faithfully  against  all  their  enemies  or 
opposers  whatsoever;  and  to  observe  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  the  orders  of  the  generals  and  officers  set  over  me  by  them. 

Whichjustice  or  magistrate  is  to  give  the  officer  a  certificate,  signifying  that 
the  man  tnlisted,  did  take  the  said  oath  or  affirmation. 

•Srt*  2.  After  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall  have  been  duly 
inlisted  and  sworn,  he  shall  not  be  dismissed  the  service  without  a  discharge 
in  writing ;  and  no  discharge,  granted  to  him,  shall  be  allowed  of  as  sufficient, 
which  is  not  signed  by  a  field-officer  of  the  r^ment  into  which  he  was  inlist- 
ed, or  commanding  officer,  where  no  field-officer  of  the  regiment  is  in  the 
aame  state. 

SECTION  IV. 

•Art.  1.  Every  officer  commanding  a  r^ment,  troop,  or  company,  shall,  upon 
the  notice  given  to  him  by  the  commissary  of  musters,  or  from  one  of  his  de- 
puties, assemble  the  regiment,  troop  or  company,  under  his  command,  in  the 
next  convenient  place  for  their  being  mustered. 

Jhi.  2.  Every  colonel  or  other  field-officer  commanding  the  regiment,  troop, 
jmr  company,  and  actually  residing  with  it,  may  give  furloughs  to  non-commis- 
'X'oioned  officers  and  soldiers,  in  such  numbers,  and  for  so  long  a  time,  as  he  shall 
judge  to  be  most  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  service ;  but,  no  non-commis- 
sioned officer  or  soldier  shall,  by  leave  of  his  captain,  or  inferior  officer,  com* 
manding  the  troop  or  company  (his  field-officer  not  being  present)  be  absent 
above  twenty  days  in  six  monUis,  nor  shall  more  than  two  private  men  be  ab- 
sent at  the  same  time  from  their  troop  or  company,  excepting  some  extraordi- 
nary occasion  shall  require  it,  of  which  occasion  the  field-officer,  present  with^ 
and  commanding  the  regiment,  is  to  be  the  judge. 

Jirt.  3.  At  every  muster,  the  commanding  officer  of  each  rejnment,  troops 
or  company,  there  present,  shall  give  to  the  commissary,  certmcates  signed 
by  himself,  signifying  how  long  such  officers,  who  shall  not  appear  at  the  said 
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muster,  have  been  absent,  and  the  reason  of  their  absence ;  in  like  manner,  tk 
conunanding  officer  of  everj  troop  or  company  shali  give  certificates,  signify- 
ine  the  reasons  of  the  absence  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  printe 
soldiers ;  which  reasons,  and  time  of  absence,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  nos- 
ter-rolls  opposite  to  the  names  of  the  respective  abslut  officers  and  soldiers: 
JThe  said  certificates  shall,  together  with  the  muster-rolls,  be  remitted  hjik 
^Mmmissary  to  the  Congress,  as  speedily  as  the  distance  of  place  will  admit. 

Art.  4.  Every  officer  who  shall  be  convicted  before  a  general  court-martial 
of  having  si^ed  a  false  certificate,  relating  to  the  absence  of  either  officer  or 
private  soldier,  shall  be  cashiered. 

Art.  5.  Every  officer  who  shall  knowingly  make  a  false  muster  of  manor 
horse,  and  every  officer  or  commissary  who  shall  willingly  sign,  direct,  or  al- 
low the  signing  of  the  muster-rolls,  wherein  such  false  muster  is  contained, 
shall,  upon  proof  made  thereof  by  two  witnesses  before  a  general  court-mar- 
tial, be  cashiered,  and  shall  be  thereby  utterly  disabled  to  have  or  hold  aaj 
office  or  employment  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  6.  Any  commissary  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  taken  monej,  or 
any  other  thing,  by  way  oi  gratificalion,  on  the  mustering  any  regiment,  troop, 
or  company,  or  on^he  signing  ^e  muster-rolls,  shall  be  displaced  from  m 
office,  and  shall  be  thereby  utterly  disabled  to  have  or  hold  any  office  or  em- 
ployment under  the  United  States. 

Art.  7.  Any  officer  who  shall  presume  to  muster  any  person  as  a  soWieft 
who  is,  at  other  times,  accustomed  to  wear  a  livery,  or  who  does  not  actttallj 
do  his  duty  as  a  soldier,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  oi  having  made  a  false  mof- 
ter,  and  sliall  sofier  accordingly. 

SECTION  V. 

Art.  1.  Every  officer  who  shall  knowingly  make  a  false  rctam  to  the  Con- 
sress,  or  any  committee  thereof,  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  ofthe 
united  States,  or  to  any  his  superior  officer  authorized  to  call  for  such  retoms, 
of  the  state  of  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  or  garrison,  under  his  cm- 
mand,  or  of  arms,  ammunitiop,  clothing,  or  other  stores  thereunto  beiooging* 
shall,  by  a  court-martial,  be  cashiered. 

Art.  2.  The  commsmding  officer  of  every  regiment,  troop,  or  independent 
company,  or  garrison  of  the  United  States,  shall,  in  the  beginning  of  ev^ 
mondi,  remit  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  forces,  and  to  me 
Congress,  an  exact  return  of  the  state  of  the  regiment,  troop,  independent 
company,  or  garrison  under  his  command,  specifying  the  names  of  the  officer* 
not  then  residing  at  their  posts,  and  the  reason  for,,  and  time  of,  their  absen^ 
Whoever  shall  be  convicted  of  having,  through  neglect  or  design,  omitted 
the  sendinff  such  returns,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  ha 
crime,  by  the  judgment  of  a  general  court-martial. 

SECTION  VI. 

Art.  1.  All  officers  and  soldiers,  who  having  received  pay,  or  ^*^'"5^ 
duly  inlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  convicted  of  bar^l 
deserted  the  same,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  by  acoo"' 
martial  shall  be  inflicted.  . 

Art.  i.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall,  without  let 
frpm  his  commanding  officer,  absent  himself  from  his  troop  or  coinp*oy». 
from  any  detachment  with  which  he  shall  be  commanded,  shall,  upon  oei^ 
convicted  thereof,  be  punished,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  tt  »• 
discretion  of  a  court-martial.  ir  '  ibT 

'  Art.  3.  No  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall  inlist  ^'"^*^V'*^. 
other  regiment,  troop  or  company,  without  a  regular  discharge  from  the  rw 
ment,  troop  or  company,  in  which  he  last  served,  on  the  penalty  of  being  rep" 
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9L  deserter,  and  sufiering  accordingly :  And  in  case  anj  officer  shall,  know- 
ingly,  receive  and  entertain  sucK  non-commissioned  ofliicer  or  soldier,  or  shall 
not,  after  his  being  discovered  to  be  a  deserter,  immediately  confine  him,  and 
^ve  notice  tj^ereof  to  the  corps  in  which  he  last  served,  he,  the  said  officer  so 
offending,  shall,  by  a  court- martial,  be  cashiered. 

Jirt,  4.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  convicted  of  having  advised 
or  persuaded  any  other  officer  or  soldier  to  desert  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  suTOr  such  punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  upon  him  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court-martial. 

SECTION  VII. 

Jhi*  1.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  use  any  reproachful  or  provoking  speeches  or 
gestures  to  another,  upon  pain,  if  an  officer,  of  being  put  in  arrest ;  if  a  sol- 
dier^ imprisoned,  and  of  asking  pardon  of  the  party  offended,  in  the  presence 
of  his  commanding  officer. 

JM.  2.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  presume  to  send  a  challenge  to  any  other 
officer  or  soldier,  to  fight  a  duel,  upon  pain,  if  a  commissioned  officer,  oi  being 
cashiered,  if  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  of  suffering  corporeal  pu- 
nishment, at  the  discretion  of  a  court-martial. 

jM,  3.  If  any  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer  commanding  a 
guard,  shall,  knowingly  and  willinely,  suffer  any  person  whatsoever  to  go  forth 
to  fight  a  duel,  he  shall  be  punished  as  a  challenger :  And  likewise  all  seconds, 
promoters,  and  carriers  of  challenges,  in  order  to  duels,  shall  be  deemed  as 
principals,  and  be  punished  accordingly. 

^  JlrL4.  All  officers,  of  what  condiBoD  soever,  have  power  to  part  and  auell 
all  quarrels,  frays,  atid  disorders,  though  the  persons  concerneu  should  belong 
to  another  re^ment,  troop  or  company ;  and  either  to  order  officers  into  arrest, 
or  non-commissioned  ofllicers  or  soldiers  to  prison,  till  their  proper  superior 
officers  shall  be  acquainted  therewith ;  and  wnosoever  shall  refuse  to  obey  such 
officer  (though  of  an  inferior  rank)  or  shall  draw  his  sword  upon  him,  shall  be 
punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  general  court-martial. 

tirt.  5.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  upbraid  another  for  refusing  a 
challenge,  shall  himself  be  punished  as  a  challen^r ;  and  all  officers  and  sol- 
diers are  hereby  discharged  of  any  disgrace,  or  opinion  of  disadvantage,  which 
might  arise  from  their  having  refused  to  accept  ot  challenges,  as  they  will  only 
have  acted  in*  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  and  done  their  duty  as  good 
soldiers,  who  subject  themselves  to  discipline. 

SECTION  VIII. 

JM,  1.  No  suttler  shall  be  permitted  to  sell  any  kind  of  liquors  or  victuals,  or 
to  keep  their  houses  or  shops  open,  for  the  entertainment  of  soldiers,  after  nine 
at  nijght,  or  before  the  beating  of  the  reveilles,  or  upon  Sundays,  during  divine 
service,  or  sermon,  on  the  penalty  of  being  dismissed  from  all  future  suttling. 

Jhi.  2.  All  officers,  soldiers  and  suttlers,  shall  have  full  liberty  to  brin^  into 
any  of  the  forts  or  garrisons  of  the  United  American  States,  any  quantity  or 
species  of  provisions,  eatable  or  drinkable,  except  where  any  contract  or  con- 
tracts are,  or  shall  be  entered  into  by  Congress,  or  by  their  order,  for  furnishing 
such  provisions,  and  with  respect  only  to  the  species  of  provisions  so  con- 
tracted for. 

Jirt*  3.  All  officers,  commanding  in  the  forts,  barracks,  or  garrisons  of  the 
United  States,  are  hereby  reauired  to  see,  that  die  persons  |)ennitted  to  suttle, 
shall  supply  the  soldiers  with  good  and  wholesome  provisions  at  the  market 
price,  as  they  shall  be  answerable  for  their  neglect 

Jirt*  4.  No  officers,  commanding  in  any  of  the  garrisons,  forts,  or  barracks 
of  the  United  States,  shall  either  themselves  exact  exorbitant  prices  for  houses 
or  stalls  let  out  to  suttlers,  or  shall  connive  at  the  like  exactions  in  others; 
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nor,  bj  their  own  authoritj  and  for  their  pri^ptte  advtntege,  shall  they  kjaj 
dotj  or  impogition  upon,  or  be  interested  in  the  sale  of  such  yictiialt,  liqun 
or  other  necessaries  of  life,  which  are  brought  into  the  garrison,  fort,  orfctf. 
racks,  for  the  use  of  the  soldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  beinr  discharged  fiwtiK 
service. 

SECTION  IX. 
•tfrt.  1.  Every  officer  commanding  in  quarters,  garrisons,  or  on  a  mid 
shall  keep  good  order,  and,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  redress  ail  such  abus 
or  disorders  which  may  be  committed  by  any  officer  or  soldier  under  his  con- 
mand ;  if,  upon  complaint  made  to  him  of  officers  or  soldiers  beating,  or  otho- 
wise  ill-treating  any  person ;  of  disturbing  fairs  or  markets,  or  of  comnuttiiif 
any  kind  of  riots  to  the  disquieting  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  Ststn; 
he  the  said  commander,  who  shall  refuse  or  omit  to  see  justice  done  ob  tbei^ 
fender  or  offenders,  and  reparation  made  to  the  party  or  parties  injured,  itk 
as  part  of  the  offenders  pay  shall  enable  him  or  them,  shall,  upon  proof  ttocfl 
be  punished,  by  a  general  court-martial,  as  if  he  himself  had  committs^  ^ 
erimes  or  disorders. complained  of. 

SECTION  X. 

•tfrt.  1.  Whenever  any  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  accused  of  a  capital  crise^ 
or  of  having  used  violence,  or  committed  any  offence  against  the  personsor  jiw- 
pertyof  the  good  people  of  any  of  the  United  AmericanStates,  such  as  bpona- 
tble  by  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  the  commanding  officer  and  officers  of  ef^ 
ry  regiment,  troop,  or  jmrty,  to  which  the  person  or  persons  so  accused  W 
belong,  are  hereb^  required,  upon  application  duly  made  by  or  in  behalf  ol  tke 
party  orparties  injured,  to  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  deliver  over  such  accis- 
ed  person  or  persons  to  the  civil  magistrate  ;  and  likewise  to  be  aiding  and  as- 
sisting to  the  officers  of  justice  in  apprehending  and  securing  the  person  orper- 
sons  so  accused,  in  order  to  bring  theth  to  a  tml.  If  any  commandii^  omcer 
or  officers  shall  wilfully  neglect  or  shall  refuse,  upon  the  application  iwresii^ii 
to  deliver  over  such  accused  person  or  persons  to  the  civil  magistrates,  or  to  be 
aiding  and  assisting  to  the  officers  of  justice  in  apprehending  such  person  or 
persons,  the  officer  or  officers  so  offencfing  shall  be  cashiered. 

^rt.  2.  No  officer  shall  protect  any  person  from  his  creditors,  on  the  pretcBce 
of  his  being  a  soldier,  nor  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  who  does  not 
actually  do  all  duties  as  such,  and  no  farther  than  is  allowed  by  a  rcsolBtiw 
of  Congress,  bearing  date  the  26th  day  of  December,  1775.  Any  officeroj- 
fending  herein,  being  convicted  thereof  before  a  court-martial,  shall  be  cashiew' 

SECTION  XL 

.frf.  1.  If  any  officer  shall  think  himself  to  be  wronged  by  his  colonel,  «** 
commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  shall,  upon  due  application  msdew 
him,  be  refused  to  be  redressed,  he  may  complain  to  the  general,  comnwwWf 
in  chief  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  obtain  j  usticc,  who  is  hmfl 
required  to  examine  into  the  said  complaint,  and,  either  by  himself,  or  tbcboim 

of  war,  to  make  report  to  Congress  tliereupon,  in  order  to  receive  further «' 
rections. 

Jhrt.  2.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  soldier  shall  think  himself  witmgcj[^[T 
captain,  or  other  officer  commanding  the  troop  or  company  to  which  he  ^K 

ia  tA  rnmnUin  fkoronf  *n.  *U^  ^^Z^^^^Al^L  ^ic 'Ir  Ai^^  ^Jiw^mnL  WW  >» 


TOinas  mmseit  still  aggrieved,  appeal  to  a  general  court-martial ;  bat  w,  "r^ 
second  hearing,  the  appeal  shall  appear  to  be  vexatious  and  groundless,  tnep^ 
son  so  appealing  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  gcnertl  (^ 


martial. 
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SECTION  XII. 

«i9rt.  1.  Whatsoever  commissioned  officer,  store-keeper,  or  commissary,  shall 
be  convicted  at  a  general  court-martial  of  havins  sola  (without  a  proper  order 
for  that  purpose)  embezzled,  misapplied,  or  wilfully,  or  through  neglect,  suf- 
fered any  oi  the  provisions,  forage,  arms,  clothing/ammunition,  or  other  mili- 
tary stores  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  be  spoiled  or  damaged,  the  said 
officer,  store-keeper,  or  commissary  so  offendinff,  shall,  at  his  own  charge,  make 
good  the  loss  or  damage,  shall  moreover  forfeit  sul  his  pay,  and  be  dismissed  frona 
the  service. 

Jirt  2.  Whatsoever  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  convicted, 
at  a  regimental  court-martial,  of  having  sold,  or  designedly,  or  through  nej^lect, 
wasted  the  ammunition  delivered  out  to  him  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  shall,  if  a  nDn-commissioned  officer,  be  reduced  to  a  private 
sentinel,  and  shall  besides  sufifer  corporeal  punishment  in  the  same  mai^ier  as 
.  a  private  sentinel  so  offending  at  the  discretion  of  a  regimental  court-martial.| 
Jirt.  3.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  be  convicted  at 
a  court-martial  of  having  sold,  lost  or  spoiled,  throueh  neglect,  his  horse,  arms, 
clothes  or  accoutrements  shall  undergo  such  weekly  stoppages  (not  exceeding 
ihe  half  of  his  pay)  as  a  court-martial  shall  judge  sufficient  for  repairing  the 
loss  or  damage ;  and  shall  suffer  imprisonment,  or  such  other  corporeal  punish- 
ment, as  his  crime  shall  deserve. 

•irt.  4.  Every  officer  who  shall  be  convicted  at  a  court-martial  of  having  em* 
bezzled  or  misapplied  any  money  with  which  he  may  have  been  entrust^  for 
tiie  payment  of  the  men  under  his  command,  or  for  inlisting  men  into  the  ser- 
vice, it  a  commissioned  officer,  shall  be  cashiered  and  compelled  to  refund  the 
money,  if  a  non-commissioned  officer,  shall  be  reduced  to  serve  in  the  ranks  as 
a  private  soldier,  be  put  under  stoppages  until  the  money  be  made  cood,  and 
suffer  such  corporeal  punishment,  (not  extending  to  life  or  limb)  as  the  court- 
martial  shall  think  fit. 

Jirt,  5.  Every  captain  of  a  troop  or  comrpany  is  charged  with  the  arms,  ac- 
coutrements, ammunition,  clothing,  or  other  warlike  stores  belonging  to  the 
troop  or  company  under  his  command,  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  for  to  hia 
colonel,  in  case  of  their  being  lost,  spoiled^  or  damaged,  not  by  unavoidable  ac- 
cidents, or  on  actual  service. 

SECTION  XIII. 

Jkrt.  1.  All  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  who  shall  be  found  one 
mile  from  the  camp,  without  leave,  in  writing,  from  their  commanding  officer, 
shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  sentence  of 
a  C4mrt-martial. 

Jhi.  3.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  lie  out  of  his  quarters,  garrison,  or  camp» 
with^t  leave  from  hb  superior  officer,  upon  penalty  of  being  punished  accora- 
ing  to  die  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-n^rtial. 

Jrt.  S.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  shall  retire  to  his  quar* 
ttrs  or  tent  at  the  beating  of  the  retreat ;  in  default  of  which  he  shall  be  punish- 
ed, according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  commanding  officer. 

Art.  4.  No  officer,  non-commissioned  omcer,  or  soldier,  shall  fail  of  repair- 
ing, at  the  time  fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade  or  exercise,  or  other  rendezvous, 
appointed  by  his  commanding  officer,  if  not  prevented  by  sickness,  or  some 
ether  evident  necessity  ;  or  smill  go  from  the  said  place  of  rendezvous,  or  from 
his  guard,  without  leave  from  his  commanding  officer,  before  he  shall  be  regu-» 
larly  dismissed  or  relieved,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial. 

Jtrt.  5.  Whatever  commisbioned  officer  shall  be  found  drunk  on  his  guard, 
party, or  other  dutv  under  arms,  shall  be  cashiered  for  it;  any  non-commis- 
sioned officer  or  soldier  so  offending,  shall  suffer  such  corporeal  punishment  as 
diall  be  inflicted  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial. 
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jflrf .  6.  Whatever  sentinel  shall  be  found  sleefung  upon  his  post,  v  9^ 
it  before  he  shall  beregularlj  relieved,  shall  sufier  death,  orsuckaikefc 
nent  as  shall  be  inflicted  bj  the  sentence  of  a  coart-martial. 

Jirt*  7.  No  soldier  belonging  to  any  regiment,  troop,  or  cam^m,  sii 
another  to  do  his  duty  for  him,  or  be  excused  from  d^tj,  bnt  in  case'dfaKti 
disability,  or  leave  of  absence  ;  and  every  such  solcfier  found  gaikj  « .  i 
his  duty,  as  also  the  party  so  hired  to  do  another^s  duty,  shall  he  fULrA 
the  next  regimental  court-martial. 

JirU  8.  And  every  non-commissioned  officer  conniving  at  such  him  *  i 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  reduced  for  it ;  and  every  coniinissloiwd  ofliccr.i- 1 
and  allowing  of  such  ill-practices  in  the  service,  shall  be  pgniali^  iw  r^ .  | 
ment  of  a  general  court-martial. 

Jlrt.  9.  Any  person,  belonging  to  the  forces  emnlojed  ia  ihe  scrrT'd 
United  States,  who,  by  discharging  of  fire-arms,  drawing  of  swo^b? 
of  drums,  or  by  any  other  means  whatsoever,  shall  occasion  £dsetA 
camp»  garrison,  or  quarters,  shall  suffer  death,  or  snch  other  pansi' 
shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court-martiaL 

Jirt.  10.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall,  without  ttr]^ent  necessitT,  r^ 
out  the  leave  of  his  superior  officer,  quit  his  platoon  or  division,  shiU  bex 
ed,  accordine  to  the  nature  of  his  oflfence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  coart-ar 

Jrt,  11.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  violence  to  any  persia  «fe) 
provisions  or  other  necessaries  to  the  camp,  garrison  or  quarters  «f  tk- 
of  the  United  States  employed  in  parts  out  of  said  states^  on  pais  >f  ^ 
or  such  other  punishment  as  a  court-martial  sliall  direct. 

Jirt»  !£•  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  misbehave  himself  b^ 
enemy,  or  shamefally  abandon  any  post  committed  to  his  char|e;  ff'^ 
speak' words  inducing  others  to  do  we  like,  shall  suffer  death. 

Jirt.  13.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  misbehave  himself  beiR' 
enemy,  and  run  away,  or  shamefully  abandon  any  fort,  post  or  guari  n^' 
or  they  shall  be  commanded  to  de^d,  or  speak  wor«is  inducing  otkr& - 
the  like ;  or  who,  after  victory,  shall  quit  his  commanding  officer, «  f 
plunder  and  pillage :  Every  such  offender,  being  duly  convicted  tbtrd'^ 
be  reputed  a  diso^yer  of  military  orders ;  and  shall  suffer  death,  or  iKt^' 
punishment,  as,  by  a  general  court-martial,  shall  be  inflicted  on  hisu 

Jirt.  14.  Any  person,  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United  Stat6»  vs^^ 
cast  away  his  arms  and  ammunition,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  otk'B^ 
ment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

Jirt.  15.    Any  person,  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United  Ss^'' 

shall  make  known  the  watch-word  to  any  person  who  is  not  entitled  &^^ 

Jt  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war,  or  shall  presume  to  gin i^ 

or  watch-word  different  from  what  he  received,  shall  suffer  death,  vw^^ 

punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  coart-nv^ 

^rt.  16.  All  officers  and  soldiers  are  to  behave  themselves  erd^TS^ 
ters,  and  on  their  march ;  and  whosoever  shall  commit  any  waste  trf* 
either  in  walk^  of  trees,  parks,  warrens,  fish-ponds,  houses  or  gtrto^^- 
fields,  enclosures  or  meadows,  or  shall  maliciously  destroy  any  propertr*^. 
soever  belonging  to  the  good  people  of  the  United  States,  unless  hje^- 
the  then  commander  in  chief  of  tne  forces  of  the  said  states,  to  mtfvi^ 
or  other  enemies  in  arms  against  said  states,  he  or  they  that  shall  be  ^ 
guilty  of  offending  herein,  shall  (besides  such  ncnalties  as  they  are  lis^^' 
law)  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  ana  degree  of  the  ofenc^^' 
judgment  of  a  regimental  or  general  court-martial. 

JH.  17.  Whosoever,  belonginff  to  the  forces  of  the  United  Stata,e^ 
in  foreign  parts,  shall  force  a  sate-guard^  shall  suffer  death. 

Art.  18.  Whosoever  shall  relieve  the  enemy  with  money,  victial$»  ^^ 
munition,  or  shall  knowingly  harbor  or  protect  an  enemy,  snail  infer  i^'' 
such  other  punishment  as  by  a  court-^martial  shall  be  inflicted. 
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•Art.  19.  Whosoever  shall  he  convicted  of  holding  correspondence  with,  or 
giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  shall  suffer  death, 
or  such  other  punishment  as  by  a  court-martial  shall  be  inflicted. 

•tfrf.20.  All  public  stores  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp,  towns,  forts,  or  ma- 
gazines, whether  of  artillery,  ammunition,  clotKin^  forage,  or  provisions,  shall 
be  secured  for  tlie  service  of  the  United  States ;  for  the  neglect  of  which  the 
commanders  in  chief  are  to  be  answerable. 

Jirt.  21.  If  any  officer  or  soldier  shall  leave  his  post  or  colors  to  go  in  search 
of  pltinder,  he  shall  upon  being  convicted  thereof  before  a  general  court-mar- 
tial, suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  by  a  court-martial  shall  be  in- 
flicted. 

•irt.  22.  If  any  commander  of  any  garrison,  fortress,  or  post,  shall  be  com- 
pelled by  the  officers  or  soldiers  under  his  command,  to  ^ve  up  to  the  enemy, 
or  to  abandon  it,  tlie  commissioned  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  or  sol- 
diers, who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  so  offended,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such 
other  punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial. 

^rU  23.  All  suttlers  and  retainers  to  a  tamp,  and  all  persons  whatsoever 
serving  with  the  armies  of  the  United  States  in  the  field,  though  no  inlisted 
soldier,  are  to  be  subject  to  orders,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war. 

Jirt.  24.  Officers  having  brevets,  or  commissions  of  a  prior  date  to  those  of 
the  regiment  in  which  tliey  now  serve,  may  take  place  in  courts-martial  and  on 
detachments,  when  composed  of  different  corps,  according  to  the  ranks  given 
them  in  tlieir  brevets  or  dates  of  their  former  commissions ;  but  in  the  regi- 
ment, troop,  or  company  to  which  such  brevet  officers  and  those  who  have 
commissions  of  a  prior  date  do  belong,  they  shall  do  duty  and  take  rank  both 
on  court-martial  and  on  detachments  which  shall  be  composed  only  of  their 
own  corps,  according  to  the  commissions  by  which  they  are  mustered  in  the 
said  corps. 

^rt  25.  If  upon  marches,  guards,  or  in  quarters,  different  corps  shall  hap- 
pen to  join  or  oo  duty  together,  the  eldest  officer  by  commission  there,  on  duty, 
or  in  quarters,  shall  command  the  whole,  and  give  out  orders  for  what  is  need- 
ful to  the  service ;  regai*d  being  always  had  to  the  several  ranks  of  those  corps^ 
and  the  posts  they  usually  occupy. 

Art.  26.  And  m  like  manner  also,  if  any  regiments,  troops,  or  detachments 
of  horse  or  foot  shall  happen  to  march  with,  or  be  encamped  or  quartered  with 
any  bodies  or  detachments  of  other  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
the  eldest  officer,  without  respect  to  corps,  shall  take  upon  him  the  command 
of  the  whole,  and  give  the  necessary  orders  to  the  service. 

SECTION  XIV. 

Art.  1.  A  general  court-martial  in  the  United  States  shall  not  consist  of  less 
than  thirteen  commissioned  officers,  and  the  president  of  such  court-martial 
shall  not  be  the  commander  in  chief  or  commandant  of  the  garrison  where  the 
offender  shall  be  tried,  nor  be  under  the  degree  of  a  field  officer. 

Art.  2.  The  members  both  of  general  and  regimental  courts-martial  shall^ 
when  belonging  to  different  corps,  take  the  same  rank  which  they  hold  in  the 
army ;  but  when  courts-martial  shall  be  composed  of  officers  of  one  corps,  they 
shall  take  their  ranks  according  to  the  dates  of  the  commissions,  by  whica 
they  are  mustered  in  the  said  corps. 

Art.  3.  The  judge -advocate  general,  or  some  person  deputed  by  him,  shall 
prosecute  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  and  in  trials  of  of« 
lenders  by  general  courts-martial,  administer  to  each  member  the  following  oaths : 

"  You  shall  well  and  truly  try  and  determine,  according  to  your  evidence, 
the  matter  now  before  you,  between  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the 
prisoners  to  beti'iecU    ^ohelp  you  God. 
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"  You  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  you  will  duly  adminiBter  justice  according  to 
the  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  government  of  the  forces  of  the  Unite! 
States  of  America,  without  partiality,  favor«  or  affection ;  and  if  any  doi^ 
shall  arise,  which  is  not  explained  by  the  said  articles,  according  to  your  con- 
science, the  best  of  vour  understanding,  and  the  custom  of  war  in  the  like 
cases.  And  you  do  further  swear,  that  you  will  not  divulge  the  sentence  of  tk 
court,  until  it  bhall  be  approved  of  by  the  ^neral,  or  commander  in  chief ;  nei- 
ther will  you,  upon  any  account,  at  any  time  whatsoever,  disclose  or  discoTer 
the  vote  or  opinion  of  any  particular  member  of  the  court-martial,  unless  re- 
quired  to  give  evidence  thereof  as  a  witness  by  a  court  of  justice,  in  t  d^ 
course  of  law.    So  help  jou  God.'* 

And  as  soon  as  the  said  oath  shall  have  been  administered  to  the  respective 
members,  the  president  of  the  court  shall  administer  to  the  judge-advoute,  or 
person  officiating  as  such,  an  oath  in  the  following  words : 

'*  You  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  you  will  not,  upon  any  accoant,  at  any  time 
whatsoever,  disclose  or  discover  the  vote  or  opinion  or  any  particular  member 
of  the  court-martial^  unless  required  to  give  evidence  thereof,  as  a  witness,  bj 
a  court  of  justice,  in  a  due  course  of  law.    So  help  you  Xxod." 

^rt*  4.  All  the  members  of  a  court-martial  are  to  behave  with  calmness  aod 
decency ;  and  in  the  giving  of  their  votes,  are  to  begin  with  the  youngest  in 
commission. 

Jrt.  5.  All  persons  who  give  evidence  before  a  general  court-martial,  are 
to  be  examinea  upon  oath ;  and  no  sentence  of  death  shall  be  given  awist 
any  offender  by  any  general  court-martial,  unless  two-thirds  of  the  officers 
present  shall  concur  therein. 

Jirt.  6.  All  persons  called  to  give  evidence,  in  any  cause,  before  a  coart- 
martial,  who  shall  refuse  to  give  evidence,  shall  be  punished  for  such  refbsal, 
at  the  discretion  of  such  court-martial :  The  oath  to  be  administered  in  the 
following  form,  viz. 

"  You  swear  the  evidence  you  shall  ^ve  in  the  cause  now  in  hearing,  shall 
be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.    So  help  you  God." 

•tfrf.  7.  No  field-officer  shall  be  tried  oy  any  person  under  the  degree  ef  a 
captain ;  nor  shall  any  proceedings  or  trials  be  carried  on  excepting  oetweeii 
the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning  and  of  three  in  the  afternoon,  except  io 
cases  which  require  an  immediate  example. 

^rt.  8.  No  sentence  of  a  geheral  court-martial  shall  be  put  in  execntioft 
till  after  a  report  shall  be  made  of  the  whole  proceedings  to  Congress,  or  to 
the  general  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  and  their 
or  his  directions  be  signified  thereupon. 

•tfrf.  9.  For  the  more  equitable  aecision  of  disputes  which  may  arise  b^ 
tween  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  different  corps,  it  is  hereby  directed, 
that  the  courts -martial  shall  be  equally  composed  of  officers  belonging  to  the 
corps  in  which  the  parties  in  question  do  then  serve ;  and  that  the  presidents 


commanding  officer,  hold  regimental 

the  enquiring  into  such  disputes,  or  criminal  matters,  as  may  come  before^."*' 

and  for  the  inflicting  corporeal  punishments  for  small  offences,  and  shall  pj^ 

judgment  bytlie  majority  of  voices ;  but  no  sentence  shall  be  executed  till  the 

commanding  officer  (not  being  a  member  of  the  court-martial)  or  the  com- 

manddnt  of  the  garrison,  shall  have  confirmed  the  same. 

Art,  11.  No  regimental  court-martial  shall  consist  of  less  than  fiveoffiew*» 

excepting  in  cases  where  that  number  cannot  conveniently  be  assembled,  when 

three  maj^  be  sufficient;  who  are  likewise  to  determine  upon  the  sentence hy 

the  majonty  of  voices ;  which  sentence  is  to  be  confirmed  by  the  commandiflg 

officer  of  the  regiment,  not  being  a  member  of  the  court-martial. 
Jrt.  12.  Every  officer  commanding  in  any  of  the  forts,  barracks,  or  el8cwher«i 
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M^here  the  corps  under  his  command  consists  of  detachments  from  diflfer^ent  re- 
^ments,  or  oi  independent  companies,  may  assemble  courts-martial  for  the 
^rial  of  offenders  in  the  same  manner  as  it  they  were  regimental,  whose  sen- 
^leiice  is  not  to  be  executed  until  it  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  said  commanding 
i>fficer. 

•Art.  13.  No  commissioned  officer  shall  be  cashiered  or  dismmissed  from  the 
service,  excepting  bj  an  order  from  the  Congress,  or  by  the  sentence  of  a  ge- 
neral court-martial;*^  but  non-commissioned  officers  maybe  discharged  as  pri- 
irate  soldiers,  and,  by  the  order  of  the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  or  by  the  sentence 
of  a  regimental  court-martial,  be  reduced  to  private  sentinels. 

Art.  14.  No  person  whatever  shall  use  menacing  words,  signs,  or  gestures, 
in  the  presence  of  a  court  martial  then  sitting,  or  shall  cause  any  disorder  or 
riot,  80  as  to  disturb  their  proceedings,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  at  the 
discretion  of  the  said  court-martial. 

^  Art.  15.  To  the  end  that  offenders  may  be  brought  to  justice,  it  is  hereby 
directed,  that  whenever  any  officer  or  soldier  shall  commit  a  crime  deserving 
punishment,  he  shall,  by  his  commanding  officer,  if  an  officer,  be  put  in  arrest; 
if  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  be  imprisoned  till  he  shall  be  either 
tried  by  a  court-martial,  or  shall  be  lawfully  discharged  by  a  proper  autliority.' 

^rU  16.  No  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  oe  put  in  arrest  or  imprisonment, 
shall  continue  in  his  confinement  more  than  eight  days,  or  till  such  time  as  a 
court-martial  can  be  conveniently  assembled. 

Art.  17.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provost-martial,  shall  refuse  to 
receive  or  keep  any  prisoner  committed  to  his  cnarge,  by  any  officer  belonging 
to  ^e  forces  of  the  United  States ;  which  officer  shall,  at  the  same  time,  de- 
liver an  account  in  writing,  signed  by  himself,  of  the  crime  with  which  the  said 
prisoner  is  charged. 

Srt.  18.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provost-martial,  shall  presume 
to  release  any  prisoner  committed  to  his  charge  without  proper  authority  for  so 
doing ;  nor  shall  he  suffer  any  prisoner  to  escape,  on  the  penalty  of  being  pu- 
nished for  it  by  the  sentence  ot  a  court-martial. 

Art.  19.  Every  officer  or  provost-martial  to  whode  charge  prisoners  shall  be 
committed,  is  hereby  required,  within  twentj^-four  hours  after  such  commit- 
ment, or  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  relieved  from  his  guapd,  to  give  in  writing  to  the 
colonel  of  tlie  regiment  to  whom  the  prisoner  &longs  (where  the  prisoner  is 
confined  upon  tlie  guard  belonging  to  the  said  regiment,  and  that  his  offence 
only  relates  to  tlie  neglect  of  duty  in  hi^  own  corps)  or  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  their  names,  their  crimes,  and  the  names  of  the  officers  who  committed 
them,  on  tlie  penalty  of  his  being  punished  for  his  disobedience -or  neglect,  at 
the  discretion  of  a  court-martial. 

Art.  SO.  And  if  any  officer  under  arrest,  shall  leave  his  confinement  before 
be  is  set  at  liberty  by  the  officer  who  confined  him,  or  by  a  superior  power,  he 
shall  be  cashiered  for  it 

Art.  21.  Whatsoever  commissioned  officer  shall  be  convicted,  before  a  ge- 
neral court-martial,  of  behaving  in  a  scandalous,  infamous  manner,  such  as  is 
unbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  shall  be  discharged 
from  the  service. 

Art.  22.  In  all  cases  where  a  commissioned  officer  is  cashiered  for  cowar- 
dice, or  fraud,  it  shall  be  added  in  the  punishment,  that  the  crime,  name,  placet 
of  abode,  and  punishment  of  the  delinquent,  be  published  in  the  newspapers, 
in  and  about  ttie  camp,  and  of  that  particular  state  from  which  the  offender 
came,  or  usually  resides :  After  which,  it  shall  be  deemed  scandalous  for  any 
officer  to  associate  with  him. 

SECTION  XV. 

Art.  1.  When  any  commissioned  officer  dhall  happen  to  die,  or  be  killed  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  major  of  the  regiment|  tr  the  officer  doing 
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the  major's  duty  in  his  abgence,  shall  imniediatelj  secsre  all  hb  d- ; 
equipage,  then  in  camp  or  quarters;  and  shall,  before   theneitn;:; 
court-martial,  make  an  inventory  thereof,  and  forthwith  transnuttb^' 
the  office  of  the  board  of  war,  to  the  end,  that  his  executore  Bar.sfer; 
of  his  debts  in  quarters  and  interment,  receive  the  overplBS,if  ujit 
or  their  use. 

Jirt>  2.  When  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  AmII  b{ft 
or  to  be  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  then  commafif:. 
of  the  troop  or  company,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  two  other  okl^ 
officers,  take  an  account  of  whatever  effects  he  dies  possessed  of,  ak  v> 
gimental  clothing,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  transmit  the  same  ^^j^* 
of  the  board  at  war;  which  said  effects  are  to  be  accounted  for,  ^^'^ 
the  representative  of  such  deceased  non-commissioned  officer  or  sole  i 
in  case  any  of  the  officers,  so  authorized  to  take  care  of  the  effedii/a 
ficers  and  soldiers,  should,  before  they  shall  have  accounted  to  tbdr:;^ 
tatives  for  the  same,  have  occasion  to  leave  the  regiment,  by  preferffiftH- 
wise,  they  shall,  before  they  be  permitted  to  quit  the  same,  deposit iic^' 
of  the  commanding  officer  or  of  tlie  agent  of  the  regiment,  all  tke  (^ 
such  deceased  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  in  order  Mi^ 
may  be  secured  for,  and  paid  to,  their  respective  representatives. 

SECTION  XVI. 

Art.  1.  All  officers,  conductors,  gunners,  matrosses,  drivers, or  anj«6!| 
sons  whatsoever,  receiving  pay  or  hire  in  the  service  of  theartilleijfl/^ 
ed  States,  shall  be  governed  by  the  aforesaid  rules  and  articles,  aB^>^ 
subject  to  be  tried  by  courts- martial,  in  like  manner  with  the  officers 2^ 
diers  of  the  other  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Jirt.  2.  For  differences  arising  amon^t  themselves,  or  in  matters  relits?^ 
ly  to  their  own  corps,  the  courts-martial  may  be  composed  of  their  okt' 
but  where  a  number  sufficient  of  such  officers  cannot  be  assembled,  er:^ 
ters  wherein  other  corps  are  interested,  the  officers  of  artilienr  sJfc ' 
courtB-martial  with  the  officers  of  the  other  corps,  taking  their  rwi*^^ 
to  the  dates  oftlieir  respective  commissions,  ana  no  othcn^ise. 

SECTION  XVII. 

drt  1.  The  officers  and  soldiers  of  any  troops,  whether  minute-ffl^'^* 
or  others,  being  mustered  and  in  continental  pay,  shall,  at  all  times,^. 
places,  when  joined,  or  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  ^^^^^j^^^ 
United  States,  be  governed  by  these  rules  or  articles  of  war,  ^^^^^ 
ject  tobe  tried  by  courts-martial  in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and  s^^ 


the  regular  forces,  save  only  that  such  courts-martial  shall  be  compel 

IKcers  of  the  same  provincial  corps  with  the  ofiender. 


ly  of  militia  officers  of  the'same  provincial  corps  with  the  offender. 

That  such  militia  and  minute-men  as  are  now  m  service,  and  hv^tf^^, 
lar  contract  with  the  respective  states,  engaged  to  be  governed  ^TK^^ 
gulations  while  in  continental  service,  shall  not  be  subject  Utv»^ 
des  4%i  ivar  «#  / 

JM.  «.  For  the  future,  all  general  officers  and  colonels,  ^'^"^^j^^^ 
uon  from  the  authority  of  any  particular  state,  shall,  on  all  *'**f^*''J^  ^,^5? 
martial,  or  other  duty  wherein  they  may  be  employed  in  c^^j""^ ,  jjjr 
regular  forces  of  the  United  States,  take  rank  next  after  all  pn«"r^,^^ 
nets  serving  by  commissions  from  Congress,  though  the  ^^^^'^jJ/siff' 
particular  generalsand  colonels  should  be  of  elder  date;  a""*"^j,iji;^ 
lieutenant-colonels^  majors,  captains,  and  other  Inferior  ^^^^^^tf^ 
commission  from  any  particular  state,  shall,  on  all  detachment^) 


tial,  or  other  duty,  wherein  they  may  be  employed  in  conjunctooo       g, 
gular  forces  of  the  United  States,  have  rank  next  after  all  m^^ 
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rving  bj  commissions  from  Congress,  though  the  commissions  of  such 
^.Tit-colonels,  majors,  captains,  and  other  inferior  officers,  should  be  of 
'ite  to  those  of  the  like  rank  from  Congress. 

SECTION  XVIII. 

1 .  The  aforegoing  articles  are  to  be  read  and  published  once  in  every 
iTiths,  at  the  head  of  every  regiment,  troop  or  company,  mustered,  or  to 
tered  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  ;  and  are  to  be  dul^  observed 
ictiy  obeyed  by  all  officers  and  soldiers  who  are  or  shall  be  m  the  said 

^.  The  general,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  full 
of  pardoning  or  mitigating  any  of  the  punishments  ordered  to  be  inflict- 
any  of  the  offences  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles;  and  every  of- 
convicted  as  aforesaid,  by  any  regimental  court-nmrtial,  may  be  pardon- 
have  his  punishment  mitigated  by  the  colonel,  or  officer  commanuing  the 
int. 
3.  No  person  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  death,  except  in  the  cases  ex- 
f  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles ;  nor  shall  more  than  one  hundred 
be  inflicted  on  any  offender,  at  tlie  discretion  of  a  court-martial, 
t  every  judge-advocate,  or  person  officiating  as  such,  at  any  general  court- 
J,  do,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  transmit,  with  as  much  expedition  as 
portunity  of  time  and  distance  of  place  can  admit,  the  original  proceed- 
(id  sentence  of  such  court-martial  to  the  secretary  at  war,  which  said  ori- 
prc»ceedings  and  sentence  shall  be  carefully  kept  and  preserved  in  the  of- 
aaid  secretary,  to  the  end  that  persons  entitled  thereto  may  be  enabled, 
application  to  the  said  office,  to  obtain  copies  thereof, 
it  the  party  tried  by  any  general  court-martial,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  copy 
:  sentence  and  proceedinss  of  such  court-martial,  upon  demand  thereof 
by  himself,  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons,  on  his  belialf,  whether  such 
nee  be  approved  or  not. 

N  4.  The  field  officers  of  each  and  every  regiment  are  to  appoint  some 
^le  person  belonging  to  such  regiment,  to  receive  all  such  nnes  as  may 
witnin  the  same,  for  any  breach  of  any  of  the  foregoing  articles,  and  shall 
t  the  same  to  be  carefully  and  properly  applied  to  the  relief  of  such  sick, 
ided,  or  necessitous  soldiers  as  belong  to  sucn  regiments ;  and  such  person 
account  with  such  officer  for  all  fines  received,  and  the  application  thereof, 
f .  5.  All  crimes  not  capital,  and  all  disorders  and  neglects  which  officers 
loldiers  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis- 
ae,  thougli  not  mentioned  in  the  above  articles  of  war,  are  to  be  taken  cog- 
ace  of  by  a  general  or  rezimental  court-martial,  according  to  the  nature 
degree  of  the  offence,  and  oe  punished  at  their  discretion. 
^deredf  That  the  foregoing  articles  of  war  be  immediately  published. 
rdered.  That  the  resolutions  for  raising  tlie  new  army  be  published,  and 
28  thereof  sent  to  the  commanding  officers  in  the  several  departments,  and 
e  assemblies  and  conventions  of  the  respective  states. 

petition  from  Charles  Roberts,  commander  of  the  schooner  Thistle,  was 

• 

rdered.  To  lie  on  the  table. 

esolved.  That  the  sum  of  6,700  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  New*, 
k,  for  the  use  of  that  state ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Paine  write  to  governor  Trumbull  respecting  the  practi- 
lity  of  enlarging  the  furnace  at  Salisbury,  for  casting  heavy  cannon  tliere, 
request  his  opinion  concerning  tlie  same. 

*he  delegates  from  New-York  having  communicated  to  Congress  a  letter 
the  9th,  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  liiat  state,  with  sundry  papers  en* 
icd: 


;i 
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Reaolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  tike  6ie  aj 
consideration,  and  report  thereon  with  all  convenient  despitdi: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  StocktM. 

Eeaotved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  repiirtolndi 
near  New-York,  to  enquire  into  the  state  oi  the  armj,  andtke  teti 
mppljing  their  wants : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  €rerrj  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

Hesolved,  That  an  assistant  physician  to  Dr.  Shippen  be  apuisB  ^ 
fl}in2-camp  and  troops  in  New-Jersej,  and  that  his  paj  be  2  wlhnK. 
per  daj : 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Dr.  William  Brown  was  elected. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Mondaj. 

MONDAY,  September  23,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th  and  2l8t,  from  general  Washington;  two  at:: 
from  J.  Trumbull ;  one  of  the  2l8t,  from  the  convention  of  DeUvtn 
the  14th,  from  R.  Yarick ;  one  of  the  19th,  from  governor  livis^ 
one  of  the  14th,  from  general  Schuyler,  and  one  of  the  19tli,frcn»i 
Schaick,  and  one  from  Dr.  William  Shippen,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Shippen  be  referred  to  itmek' 
mittee,  and  the  rest  to  the  board  of  war. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  colonel  J.  Stark,  and  the  other  from  U»^ 
rooy,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  captain  Arcliibald  Hamilton,  was  read,  prajing 
be  permitted  to  return  home,  and  reside  with  his  wife  and  duldrea. 
Besolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 
Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  Mons.  Colem^'^ 
the  same  to  Mons.  Malmedy,  and  two  months'  pay  to  Mons.  de  Vettq^ 
captain. 

A  letter  from  the  speaker  of  the  assembly  of  New-Jersey,  widi  u^ 
a  letter  from  Amboy,  were  read :  . 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  assembly,  and  of  tfce^ 
letter  from  Amboy,  be  sent  to  ^neral  Mercer ;  and  that  he  be  de^^ 
such  steps  as  shall  effectually  introduce  order,  and  remove  the  o^s^' 
the  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  New-Jersev* 

Resolved,  That  two  membero  be  added  to  the  committee  oo  tk^ 
The  ballots  being  taken, 
Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Ellery  were  elected.  J 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devise  wajs^ 
forjprovidine  clothing  and  other  necessaries  for  the  army: 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr.B.H«n>J 
Two  letters,  of  the  22d,  from  general  Washington,  being  received,  *^ 
The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  several  papers  from  ^.^ 
tion  of  the  state  of  New-York,  broughtin  a  report^  whicn  irti  ukeafl** 
sideration :  Whereupon,  ^  .^ 

Resolved,  That  the  German  batt^ion  be  ordered  immedJAtelj  ^^ ' 
armv  under  general  Washington;  and  that  die  president  iDfonnii^^^lj 
of  tneir  march,  and  desire  tliat  he  will  order  an  equail  number  of  ■i^'''* 
army,  to  garrison  the  forts  in  the  highlands.  ^,; 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  supply  the  Gensifi''^. 
with  such  articles  of  clothing;  as  they  may  stand  in  need  of;  tbe  sai^' 
charged  to  their  account,  and  deducted  out  of  liie  pay  of  the  ^"^'.^ 
That  three  tons  of  the  fifteen  tons  of  powder,  lately  ordered  to  u><7y, 
army,  and  now  on  its  way  thitlier,  be  left  at  New- Windsor,  is  tbestitee" 
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.nd  from  thence  conveyed  to  fort  Montgomery;  and  that  five. tons  be 

Ately  sent  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia : 

.  two  companies  of  the  marines  lately  raised,  and  now  in  Philadelphia, 

ordered  to  march  immediately  to  fort  Montgomery : 
:  application  be  made  to  the  council  of  safety  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
to  order  one-half  of  the  artillery  men,  now  in  the  service  of  their  state, 
eed  to  fort  Monti;omery  as  soon  as  possible : 

t  Congress  approve  the  measures  adopted  by  the  convention  of  New- 
for  the  defence  of  the  highlands,  and  will  cheerfully  defray  a>l  the  ne- 
Y  expenses  that  may  accrue. 

several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
ourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  24,  1776. 

etition  from  Benjamin  Marshall  and  brothers,  and  one  from  John  Hazard^ 
read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  committee, 
petition  from  Charles  Startin,  was  read : 
lered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

5  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 
lered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

>  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  colonel  Hazen,  brought 
eport,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 
lolvedy  That  colonel  Hazen  and  lieutenant-colonel  Edward  Antill  be  con- 
1  in  their  offices,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  recruit 
regiment  to  the  number  of  a  battalion  on  the  continental  establishment: 
at  the  settlement  of  colonel  Hazen's  accounts  of  monies  advanced  by 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  Canada,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
oners  appointed  to  audit  accounts  in  the  northern  department; 
lat  1095  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  Hazen,  in  full  satisfaction  for  his  neat 
»,  sheep,  swine,  poultry,  hay  and  other  articles,  alleged  to  have  been  ta^ 
und  used  for  the  oenefit  of  the  continental  army,  near  St.  John's ;  which 
together  with  533  dollars  and  §d  already  received  by  him  on  that  account, 
3  amount  of  the  said  articles,  as  estimated  by  commissioners  appointed  by 
ral  Wooster  for  that  purpose,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  Congress : 
[lat  the  damages  done  to  the  buildings,  farms,  &c.  by  our  troops  or  those  of 
memy,  ought  not  to  be  paid,  unless  general   provision  be  made  for  com- 
ating  all  others,  who,  by  means  of  the  war,  have,  in  like  manner,  been 
nified ;  which  may  be  a  subject  worthy  to  be  considered,  after  the  close  of 
war. 

esolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  enquiring  into  what  res- 
s  the  conduct  of  general  Arnold ;  the  Congress  having  directed  general 
shington  to  cause  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  the  officers^ 
served  in  Canada. 

*esolved.  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means 
effectually  providing  the  northern  army  with  provisions  and  medicines,  and 
plying  their  other  necessary  wants : 

he  members  chosen,  Mr.  Kush,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Johnson  and 
.  Stockton. 

lesolved.  That  the  medical  committee  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  council  of 
ity  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  quantity  of  medicines ;  to  be  repaid  in  kind  or 
:ash,  as  they  shall  choose. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  farther  report : 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table.    • 

!]*ongress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  instructions  to  the  commissioners, 
1  the  same  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  and  amended,  were  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence  lay  before  Conn'e^ 
morrow  morning,  the  intelligence  they  have  lately  received  from  abroad. 
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The  several  matters  to  tliis  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  25, 1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Lee ;  one  of  the  24th  of  Auj^st  to  the  preaidat, 
the  other  of  the  27th  of  the  same  month  to  the  board  of  War,  both  dated  «: 
.  Savannah,  being  received,  were  read. 

The  committee  of  the  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  doe. 
To  John  Bates,  for  212  camp-kettles  delivered  to  Gustavus  Risberg,  assist- 
ant to  the  deputy  quarter-master-general,  282  60-90  dollars. 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  wagon-hire,  carrying  ntioney  to  Albanjr,  with  ex- 
penses, goins  and  returning,  117  7-90  dollars. 

To  Samuel  Johnson,  for  1047  meals  supplied  the  militia  on  their  march  ti 
New-Jersey,  104  63-90  dollars : 

To  John  Kerlin,  for  entertaining  militia  on  their  march  to  New-Jersey,  S5 
27-90  dollars : 

To  Messr^.  St.  Luke  la  Com,  major  Campbell  and  captain  Prazier,  priaoncrs 
from  Canada,  for  their  allowance  of  two  dollars  a  week  each,  and  for  their 
three  servants  at  one  dollar  a  week  each,  from  the  8th  of  July  to  the  2Sd  of 
September,  1776,  inclusive,  11  weeks,  90  dollars. 

To  Peter  Mather,  for  entertaining  militia  on  their  march  to  New -Jersey,  32 
72-90  dollars. 

To  Samuel  Pews,  for  supplying  the  militia  with  269  meals  of  victuals,  on 
their  march  to  New -Jersey,  26  81-90  dollars : 

To  Francis  Lee,  for  the  hire  of  a  stage-coach,  agreeable  to  a  certificate  of 
Richard  Peters,  esq.  to  convey  general  Prescotand  general  M'Donaid,  with 
their  guard,  26  60-90  dollars. 

To  Jacob  HenkUs,  for  suppling  troops  with  provisions,  on  their  march  to 
New-Jersey,  215  52-90  dollars: 

To  Robert  Tolbert,  18  18-90  dollars  and  to  Joseph  M'Kellup,  45  18-90  dol- 
lars, for  entertaining  troops  on  their  march  to  New -Jersey,  both  sums  anuHint- 
ingto  63  36-90  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Joseph  M'Kellup: 

To  colonel  Allen  M'Donald  of  Kingsborou^,  and  his  son  Alexander  M' 
Donald,  fpr  their  allowance  of  two  dollars  a  week  for  21  weeks,  and  for  tiieir 
servants'  allowance,  21  weeks,  at  one  dollar  a  week,  settled  to  the  171h  <i 
September,  105  dollars : 

To  John  Pluckrose, /or  going  express  from  Congress  to  Charleston,  South- 
Carolina,  1 32  dollars : 

To  the  steward  of  the  Pennsylvania  hospital,  for  boarding  William  Whit- 
iag,  a  wounded  soldier,  4  weeks, by  order ot  Consress,  5  30-90  dollars: 

To  Jacob  Peterman,  to  be  paid  to  John  Ebert,  for  83  tneals  of  victuals  sap- 
plied  the  troops  of  the  flying-camp,  on  their  march  to  New-Jersey,  8  22-90 
dollars : 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  esq.  for  his  pay  and  rations,  from  the  17th  of  Jane  to 
the  17th  of  September,  1776,  being  3  months,  152  64-90  dollars. 
Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  said  committee  farther  reported,  that  they  have  considered  the  petition 
of  captain  James  Ross  to  Congress,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  he  should  be 
credited  with  the  following  sums  charged  to  his  account ;  he  not  having  receiv- 
ed the  accounts  in  time,  to  make  the  stoppages,  viz* 

For  Sundry  articles  supplied  by  Mr.  Slough,  amounting  to  486  65-90  dollars : 
For  drums,  &c.  by  Simons  &  Henry,  17  24-90  dollars : 
For  cash  to  a  wagoner,  by  committee  of  Lancaster  county,  66  60-90  dollars  e 
For  part  of  an  account  of  expenses  of  his  company,  on  their  march  to  Cam- 
bridge, 17  78-90  dollars : 
The  whole  amounting  to  588  47-90tbs  dollars :    ' 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  sum  be  passed  to  his  credit. 

Betolvedj  That  an  order  for  40  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  in  favor 
•f  M«fis»  P.  Govert,  as  captain-lieti tenant  of  artillery ;  the  same  being  two 
■aenths'  paj  advanc^,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accoantable. 

A  letter  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  one  from  brigadier-general 
Greeoy  and  a  retnm  of  the  armj,  was  read. 

JResolved,  That  the  captains,  or  commanding  officers  of  the  companies  of  the 
militia  of  Pennsylvania,  make  up  the  pay-rolls  of  such  companies  as  have  been 
re^larlj  discharged  from  the  camp,  in  New-Jersey,  from  the  time  of  their 
being  last  paid>  with  the  addition  of  a  day  to  each  man,  for  every  twenty  miles 
between  tne  camp  and  his  respective  place  of  abode;  for  which  an  allowance 
of  one  penny  per  mile  is  to  be  made^  without  rations  or  subsistence.  The  sums 
due  on  tiie  said  rolls  to  be  attested  by  the  oaths  or  affirmations  of  the  respective 
captains  or  commanding  officers,  and  certified  by  one  of  their  field-officers. 
And  the  pay-master  in  Philadelphia  is  hereby  directed  to  discharge  the  said 
rcdla*  on  certificates  being  produced  from  the  commissary  of  stores  at  the  flying- 
camp^  and  in  this  city,  of  the  re-delivery  of  such  of  the  public  stores  as  have 
been  received  by  the  companies  aforesaid,  or  the  regiments  to  which  they  res- 
pectively belong,  or  upon  deducting  the  amount  thereof  from  the  pay  of  those  * 
who  have  not  return^  them  s 

That  the  captains  or  commanding  officers  of  such  of  the  said  militia,  as  are 
not  yet  returned  from  the  camp,  be  directed^  when  discharged,  to  procure  from 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  camp,  certificates  of  the  sums  due  in  their  res- 
pective roUs ;  and  in  every  other  respect,  the  said  captains  or  commlinding  of- 
mcers,  and  the  pay-masters  aforesaid,  are  to  observe  the  rules  prescribed  in  the 
i<NPCgoing  resolve  for  payment  of  tlie  said  militia. 

Besalvedt  Thai  three  ^ntlemen  be  appointed  to  audit  and  settle  the  ac^ 
coionts  of  the  ^Pennsylvania  militia: 

The  ballots  beinc  taken,  the  following  eentlemen  were  chosen,  viz.  Mr.  P. 
Chevalier,  Mr.  J.  Wilcox  and  Mr.  James  Mease. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  way  and  means  for  providing  clothing 
and  other  necessaries,  for  the  army,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  take  ;q 
into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Eesolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  assemblies  and  con* .men- 
tions of  the  United  States,  to  forward  to  head-quarters,  the  clothing,  bla  jiketa 
wad  necessaries,  which  they  may  have  provided  in  consequence  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  the  t9tii  of  June  last,  drawing  on  the  president  for  the  cost 
and  conveyance  thereof;  in  which  it  is  hoped  the  utmost  diligence  an'  ^  expedi- 
tion will  be  used,  that  those  who  expose  themselves  to  danger  in  defr  jQ^ng  uml 
protecting  their  fellow-citizens,  may  suffer  as  little  as  possible  f i^om^  mcle- 
ment  seasons  i 

That  a  committee  of  Congress,  consisting  of  one  delate  fro^jn  eacK  state 
be  appointed,  with  authority  to  employ  proper  persons  to  pur  chase^  in  their 
respective  states,  a  sufficient  number  of  blankets  and  wooUen^j  fit  ft>r  soldiers' 
clothes,  and  that  they  take  the  most  effectual  and  speedy  methods  for  getting 
such  woollens  made  up,  and  distributed  among  the  regular  continentiu  arm^ 
in  such  proportion  as  will  best  promote  the  puMic  service  :^  And  that  they  am 
purchase  all  other  necessary  clothing  for  the  soldiera,  *^n  auch  proportion  as 
they  judge,  upon  the  best  information,  will  be  wanted ;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the  president  of  Con^^ress,  for  the  sums  neces- 
sary to  execute  this  business;  they  to  be  accountable  for  the  amount  of  their 
draughts  and  disbursements: 

That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  immediately  to  aekd  to  general  Gates  all  the 
white  shirte,  shoes  and  stocking,  he  nowliaa  in.  his  possession,  and  which  are 
unappropriated,  for  the  use  of&e  northern  ar.my ;  and  that  he  use  the  utmost 
diligence  in  buying,  collecting  and  getting  made,  immediately,  as  many  more 
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of  those  articles  ms  possible,  making  weekly  reports  to  Geogreos  of  fikift  k 
obtatts:  ^ 

That  general  Scknjler  or  the  coBMaanding  <^cer  at  ABway,  bedeondti 
employ  proper  persons,  immediately,  ta  make  up  into  soldier'a  cMiMy  it 
woollens  mentioned  in  general  Schuyler's  letter  ot  the  29th  of  Aagast last,  tad 
transmit  the  same,  withont  delay,  to  the  general  commaading  fkt  nocditn 
army,  for  the  use  of  snch  of  the  troops  in' Hmt  army,  as  have  iBUsted  lar  tkee 
years,  or  will  inlist  dnring  the  war. 

Saohedj  That  the  commissaries  and  quarter-master  general,  and  depitf 
onarter-masters  general  and  their  assistants,  in  the  several  departments,  lit 
airected  to  apply  to  Mr.  Mease  for  snch  articles  of  clothings  camp-eqniptge» 
and  other  utensils,  which  they  may  want  to  purchase  in  the  state  of  Pemi^ 
▼aoia  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  wh^  the  61* 
lowing  sentlemen  were  chosen,  viz. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  £llery,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr. Stack- 
ton,  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Middk- 
ton,  and  Mr.  Hall. 

iesolvedf  That  lieutenant  Boger  and  lieutenant  Ball  be  released  from  pri- 
son, on  signing  the  like  parole,  as  the  other  officers,  prisoners  at  York-Ta«Dt 
in  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved f  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  care  of  pnblislttiK 
the  journals  of  this  house,  be  empowered  to  collect  from  the  several  pniitm» 
such  parts  of  the  said  journals  as  thej  have  printed,  and  lodee  diem  with  Bt- 
bert  Aitken,  for  sale ;  the  several  pnnters  to  be  paid  out  of  oie  sales,  in  tack 
manner  as  the  committee  shall  find  just  and  equitable ;  and  that  the  fl«fd  eta- 
mittee  make  apublicationof  the  journals  as  far  as  printed,  as  soon  as  poitible. 

The  committee  ap{K>inted  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  providina  the  sartk- 
em  army  with  provisions,  medicines  and  other  necessaries,  brospit  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Beeolved,  That  a  committee  be  immediately  sent  to  Ticonderoga;  tfatitkej 
^ive  orders  that  a  number  of  sheep,  and  a  quantity  of  Indian  meal,  rice,  vai 
oatmeal,  and  molasses,  be  immediately  sent  to  Lake  George  and  TicoDdero|^» 
th^  they  endeavor  to  contract  for  die  provisions  for  the  northern  army,  by  the 
ration,  the  particulars  of  which  to  be  valued,  and  any  part  not  supoUed,  to  be 
paid  Sor  in  money  by  the  contractor;  and  that  such  contract  be  maoe,a9farti 
may  htj  agreeable  to  the  mode  recommended  by  general  Schuyler  in  his  letter 
:to  Coniiress  of  the  £5th  of  August :  that  the  committee  consult  with  thecto- 
manding  officer  in  the  northern  department,  and  such  other  of  the  general  ei- 
cers  as  may  be  thought  proper,  on  the  best  mode  to  re-inlist  the  army  there,  tni 
to  provide  barracks  ana  clodiina  for  the  troops,  and  especially  that  they  eiM^ 
the  goods  mentioned  by  general  Schuyler,  and  apply  such  of  them  as  nay  be 
necessarv  for  the  northern  army :  •  i  * 

That  tne  committee  be  empowered  to  make  regulations  for  the  hospitals  iB 
the  northern  department,  ana  to  remove  or  suspend  any  person  employed  there- 
in, and  to  employ  such  as  they  may  think  necessary  ana  proper ;  and  thattnef 
re|>ort  to  Congress  the  state  and  condition*  of  the  army,  and  any  further  rec«- 
lations  which  they  may  think  necessary,  for  the  better  government  and  sappi/' 
ingthe  said  army :  . 

That  the  committee  consist  of  two,  and  that  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  elect- 
ing tlie  said  committee. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war :  Whereapc** 

Remvedj  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  purchase  as4nany  tents,  cavp- 
kettles,  canteens,  and  other  camp  furniture,  and  as  much  clothing  as  he  ^ 

of  die  army  under  the  command  of  genml  W**^ 


possibly  procure,  for  the  use 
ington : 
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That  captain  James  Robs  be  appointed  major  in  colonel  Hand's  regiment, 
and  that  the  other  vacancies  in  tnat  battalion  be  filled  up  as  recommended  hj 
the  colonel,  in  manner  following,  viz. 

John  Halliday  to  be  captain,  in  the  room  of  James  Ross,  promoted : 

'^''illiam  Wilson  to^  first-lieutenant,  John  JDoughertj  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, and  Benjamin  Lyon  to  be  third  lieutenant ;  John  Dick  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  Jacob  Zanch,  resigned ;  and  Robert  Cunningham  to 
be  third  lieutenant,  vice  John  Dick : 

That  the  vacancies  in  colonel  Ward's  regiment  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay 
be  filled  up  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the  colonel,  viz. 


Captain  Jamet  Mellifi,  to  be  major ;  commis- 
mon  to  be  dated  fi^mi  the  thne  of  doing  du- 
ty, viz.        -  -         August  15, 1776 
OapAain^,    Ephnim  Buir,       April  1,    do. 
Eben.  Cleveland,   July  12,    do. 
NahumWard,        Sept.  11,   do. 
latlieutk    Baxter  Howe,       July  12,   do. 
Samuel  Shelden,  Sept  11,   do. 


2d  lieuts.  Jon.  Champeney,  July  12, 1776, 

Samuel  Clofflin,    Sept  11,  do. 

Enaigns,  Jonas  Snow,  Jiuy  20,  do. 

Caleb  Noble,  July  20,  do. 

Joseph  Freeland,  Sept  11,  do. 

Chaplain,  Eben.  Cleveland,     Jan.  1,  do. 

Surgeon,  Elihu  Wri^iht,       Aug.  12,  do. 

Do.  mate,  iBrael  Whiting,       July  ly  do. 


That  Leonard  Gansevoort,  jun.  be  appointed  pay -master  to  col.  Van  Schaick's 
raiment : 

That  Richard  Varick,  late  captain  in  colonel  M'Dougal's  regiment,  which 
office  he  resigned,  secretary  to  the  honorable  major-general  Schuyler,  be  ap-* 
pointed  deputy  muster-master  general  to  the  northern  army :  and 

That  minor  Henry  Brockholst  Livingston,  aid-de-camp  to  general  Schuyler, 
be  provided  for  by  Congress  in  a  station  equal  to  his  merit,  when  a  proper  va- 
cancy happens,  he  being  recommended  by  the  general  as  a  very  deserving  officer : 

That  tne  part  of  general  Schuyler's  letter,  referred  to  the  iJoard  of  war,  which 
relates  to  Indian  anairs,  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Indian  affairs : 

That  the  commissary-general  be  directed  to  procure  such  quantities  of  salt,, 
and  to  buy,  cure,  and  lay  up,  in  proper  places,  such  quantities  of  provisions  as 
be  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  next  campaign  : 

That  the  commissary  general's  letter  relative  to  his  having  drawn  an  order 
on  Mr.  president  Hancock,  in  favor  of  colonel  Lowry,  for  60,000  dollars,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  treasury  board : 

Tliat  Monsieur  Devourouy's  petition  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee : 

That  the  letters  from  his  excellency  governor  Livingston,  of  New-Jersey, 
respecting  the  payment  of  the  militia,  be  referred  to  the  treasury  board  : 

That  so  much  of  general  Arnold's  letter  to  general  Schuyler,  as  relates  to 
clothing,  be  i-eferred  to  the  committee  for  providing  clothing  lor  the  army. 

The  committee  appointed  to  settle  the  rank  of  the  captains  and  subalterns  in 
the  German  battalion,  reported  the  same  as  follows,  which  wias  agreed  to : 

Captains,  Daniel  Burkhart,  Philip  Graybill,  George  Hubley,  Henry  Fister, . 
Jacob  Bonner,  George  Raports,  Benjamin  AVeiser,  William  Keyser,  and  David 
Woelpper. 

First-lieutenants,  Frederick  Rolwagen,  John  Lora,  Peter  Boyer,  Charles 
Balsel,  William  Rice,  Jacob  Kotz,  Jacob  Bower,  Samuel  Gerock,  and  Bernard 
Hubley. 

Second-lieutenants,  George  Hawbacker»  Christian  Meyers,  John  Landen- 
berger,  Michael  Bayer,  Geoi^e  Schaeffer,  Adam  Smith,  Frederick  Veiser^ 
WOliam  Rittcr,  and  Philip  Scbrawder. 

Eiisizns,John  Weidman,  Martin  Shugart,  Christian  Helm,  Jacob  Cmmmeti 
Jacob  Cramer,  Paul  Christman,  Christopher  Godfrey  Swartz,  and  John  Lan- 
denberger. 

The  committee  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  on  the  appeal  against  the 
sentence  of  condemnation  passed  upon  the  schooner  Thistle,  naTing  reversed 
the  decree, 


\ 

\ 

I 
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Resolved,  That  a  paMport  and  safe  conduct  be  g;nuat0d  toCkibb' 
master  of  the  schooner  Thistle,  for  himself  and  the  snid  ackoQacr.ktK^ 
of  sixty  days. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  bdng  pcMtpoaed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY^  SepUwtber  26,  1776. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  to  go  Is  Tmbi 
and  the  ballots  beine  taken, 

Mr.  Stockton  ana  Mr.  Clymer  were  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  secret  committee  detiTer  to  lieatenant  Vendlela *i 
of  powder,  for  the  use  of  his  company. 

The  committee  of  treason'  reported,  that  there  is  doe. 

To  Jacob  Shizens,  for  half-femages  of  the  militia  and  tfaeir  begppm^ 
shaminy  ferry,  17  40-90  dollars : 

To  James  M^Cree,  for  boardini^  nine  men  of  captain  Grier's  omfp 
days,  at  the  rate  of  1  dollar  and  id  per  week,  30  77-90  dollars : 

To  John  Teney,  for  supplying  the  militia  with  201  meals  Tictsahc 
march  to  New-Jersey,  20  9-90  dollars;  and  to  Philip  Vpn^tyktgf 
them  with  996  meals,  99  54-90  dollars,  both  sums  making  119  6S-96ii 
to  be  mud  to  Adam  Kimmel : 

To  John  White  Swift,  for  two  receipts  of  briffadier-seneralD.  Woos^' 
dated  I7th  January,  for  240  dollars,  and  the  oSier  8tfi  of  March,  fir  ^\ 
Johannes,  with  interest  allowed  thereon,  being  six  months,  18dtF3»<r 
cent  amounts  to  206  54-90  dollars,  both  sums  making  446  54-90  d(to 

To  John  Shultz,  for  boarding  and  lodging  sundry   continesis)  :^| 
201  60-90  dollars ;  and,  for  boarding  and  nursing  sundry  sick  tt«» 
40-90  dollars,  both  sums  making  231  19-90  dollars : 

To  captain  Philip  Oraybill,  of  the  German  battalion,  the  btIsoai^i»^i 
count  for  arms,  accoutrements,  &c.  for  the  use  of  hb  compaur,  tad  ^J^  , 
sions  supplied  them  on  their  march  from  Maryland  to  Philadelpbi^  U^-' 
dollars,  agreeable  to  the  following  i^ccount,  viz. 

Amount  of  provisions'  account,  732  41-90  dollars:  ..^^ 

Of  which  he  received,  of  the  council  ot  safety  of  Maryltad*  SS^ 
dollars : 

Of  colonel  Strieker,  327  dollars : 

or  major  Veltner,  100  dollars :  693  60-90  dollars : 

Balance  on  this  account,  38  71-90  dollars : 

Amount  of  arms,  accoutrements,  blankets,  &c.  1129  24-90  dolhis: 

Amounting,. in  the  whole,  to  1168  5-90  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolvedj  That  the  committee  appointed  to  superintend  the  pv^^, 
the  journals*  be  empowered  and  instructed  to  employ  Robert  AitUk^^ 
print  the  said  journals  from  the  beginning,  with  all  possible  ttj0^^ 
continue  to  print  the  same :  And  that  this  house  will  purchase  of  him  500^^ 
of  the  said  journals  when  reprinted ;  and  farther,  that  he  ^^^^  Jl 
chase,  on  reasonable  terms,  such  parts  of  the  journals  as  Mr.  Bniif<^>^' 
(i  Cq#  have  printed,  and  not  yet  published,  to  be  paid  for  by  theCon^^ 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  procure,  as  »oa^p' 
sible,  ^a  exchange  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  taken  on  LoDg'M*B°'?v  i 
same  number  of  British  officers  and  privates,  now  prisoners  \»i^*'^^ 
States. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


^/fi  o  kVC^ 
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FRIDAY,  September  27, 1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  24th  and  25th,  from  general  Washington,  with  sun- 
dry papers  enclosed  ;  one,  of  the  20th  from  the  convention  of  New-York ; 
one,  of  the  22d,  from  Jos.  Trumbull ;  one,  of  the  25th,  from  colonel  JohnShee, 
enclosing  his  commission  ;  and  one,  of  the  25  th,  from  Jon;  B.  Smith,  request* 
ing  leave  to  resign  his  office  ot  deputy  m\ister-master  general,  were  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read. 

CMered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Hopkinson,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Stone. 

Mesolvedt  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  New-York, 
for  the  use  of  that  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Mesolvedy  That  the  resignation  of  colonel  J.  Shee  and  Jonathan  B.  Smith  be 
accepted. 

Certain  resolutions  of  the  convention  of  New -York,  passed  the  20th  of  this 
jnonth, beinelaid  before  Congress, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  M'Kean,Mr.  Rutledee,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 
Mesohed,  That  Georee  M^Cabe,  in  captain  Douglas's  company  in  die  flying- 
camp,  be  sent  to  Philadelphia,  his  service  being  necessary  to  the  marine  com* 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  the  secret  committee  deliver  to  the  board  of  war,  the  care  and 
custody  of  all  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  warlike  stores,  now  under  their 
care,  or  (hat  may  hereafter  be  imported  or  purchased  by  them  for  account  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved,  ThatHhe  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  pursue  such  measures, 
as  they  judge  proper  and  effectual,  to  import  as  much  salt  as  possible. 
A  petition  from  Wm.  M<3ue  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  petition  from  Hamilton  Young,  of  New -York,  was  read«  praying  that  he 
may  nave  leave  to  return  to  Lone-Island,  to  take  care  of  his  iMoks  ana  effects : 
Kesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  uie  said  petition  be  granted. 
Congress  being  informed  that  a  number  of  men  belonging  to  three  of  the 
Pennsylvania  battalions,  have  deserted  from  the  army, 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Pennsylvania,  io 
take  the  most  effectual  measures  to  compel  such  of  their  troops,  as  nave  come 
oflTfrom  the  camp  on  New -York  island,  to  return  immediately  to  tliat  place; 
that  they  enquire  who  were  the  ringleaders  of  the  mutiny,  and  have  them  sent 
back,  under  guard,  for  trial ;  and  that  the  convendon,  if  they  think  necessary, 
have  the  assistance  of  the  German  battalion,  to  enable  them  to  carry  this  resolve 
into  execution ;  and  the  convention  are  desired  to  use  all  proper  means  to  fur- 
nish their  troops  with  clothing  and  blankets.  The  said  convention  are  furdier 
desired,  to  cause  all  deserters  from  their  troops  to  be  immediately  apprehended, 
and  sent  back  to  general  Washington's  head-quarters. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Francis  Guillot  was  referred^ 
brought  in  a  r^rt,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Francis  Guillot  be  permitted  to  fit  out  and  arm  a  privateer, 
under  the  colours  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  he  be  permitted  to 
equip  and  arm  the  said  vessel  in  such  place  as  he  thinks  be  can  do  it  at  the 
•mallest  expense ;  he  giving  the  usual  securities  in  such  cases  directed  by 
Congress. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  September  28, 1776. 

A  memorial  from  Gunning  Bedford,  muster-master  general,  was  kid  before 
Congress,  and  read : 
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Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  board  of  war,  te  whom  the  petition  of  William  M'Cue  was  itfend, 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  As  Congress  have  empowered  the  several  states  to  provide  fcr  ltd 
soldiers  as  maj  be  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  continent^  ^t  the  petition  fl( 
William  M'Cue  be  referred  to  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  state  of  Pennsylfaim, 
"which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mease  supply  captain  Doyle  with  money  sufficieot  to 
purchase  rifles  and  blankets  for  his  company. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  September  30, 1776. 

Two  letters,  of  the  27th  and  28th,  from  general  Washington,  and  one,  of  ik 
S2d,  from  governor  Trumbull,  were  read : 

Also,  a  Tetter  from  Robert  Franklin  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  marlM 
committee. 

A  petition  from  J.  Rowe  and  others,  owners  of  goods  on  board  &t  sbip  fii* 
zabetn,  which  was  taken  by  captains  John  Manly,  Daniel  Waters  and  Ua 
Ayres,  commanders  of  the  three  armed  vessels  Hancock,  Lee  and  Lynch,  im 
libelled  in  the  court  maritime  for  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  aod,byAi 
sentence  of  the  said  court,  acquitted ;  against  which  sentence,  an  appeal  hi 
been  entered,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read,  praying  that  the  said  ^9^ 
may  be  heard  and  determined ;  Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  with  fall  powers  to  kof 
and  determine  on  the  said  appeal : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Wythe 
and  Mr.  Smitli. 

A  letter  from  B.  Flower,  commissary  of  military  stores,  directed  to  the  boinl 
of  war,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directed,  on  reqaiatiM 
of  the  general,  or  commanding  officers  in  toe  several  departments,  to  soodw^ 
articles  of  military  stbres  and  other  necessaries,  which  they  may  haveia  w«r 
possession,  or  can  procure.  .  . 

•  Resolved,  Tliat  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  three  Virginw  W* 
taliona,  now  on  their  march  to  New-York,  to  be  lodged  in  the  barracks  at  nil- 
mingtou ;  there  to  remain  till  farther  orders. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  sum  of  13,333  dollars  and  l-3d  be  advanced  to  MeflJ** 
Hughes,  in  part  payment  for  the  cannon  they  have  contracted  to  make  fori"* 
continent ;  tliey  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved  J  I1iat  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  of  treasury: 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  Hppkinsou.  i 

A  petition  from  Mons.  De  Boy,  and  one  from  Mons.  Ja.  Vallier,  were  rm* 
and  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  j. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Sheafe,  and  a  petition  from  colonel  M.  ^'^^'^'^^^^l 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  colonel  Hazen  be  referred  to  the  ud^ 

committee.  Vitftaa* 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  general  Wariunp^ 
of  the  24th  and  25th  instant,  and  the  papers  enclosed  therein*  brovgb^  >"  '"^ 
report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon,  l  nf  the 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  call  npon  •'*f*^  .g. 
members  of  the  court-martial,  as  sat  upon  th^  trials  and  concurred  in  v^^,^ 
quittal  of  ensign  Macumber,  to  assign  their  reasons  for  their  ^^^f^^^  J^ 
that  those  reasons,  together  vnth  the  names  of  such  of  the  said  memb^^ 
were  for  the  acquittal^  be  returned  to  Congress : 
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.  That  Mr.  McDonald,  having  a  commission  of  brigadier-seberal  from  governor 
Martin,  be  not  exchanged  for  any  officer  under  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  ia 
the  service  eidier  of  the  United  States  or  of  ainr  one  df  them : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  United  States,  to  appoint 
gentlemen  in  their  respecttve  states,  skilful  in  phjslc  and  sni^rj,  to  examina 
TOOse  who  offer  to  serve  as  surgeons  or  surgeons'  mates  in  the  .army  or  navy  ; 
ud  that  no  surgeon  or.mate  shul  hereafter  receive  a  eommissibn  or  warrant  ta 
act  as  such,  ia  the  army  or  navr,  who  shall  not  produce  a  certificate  from  some 
er  one  of  the  examiners  so  to  be  appointed,  to  prove  tiiat  he  is  qualified  to  ex* 
ccute  the  office : 

That  all  remmeatal  surseona  and  mates,  as  well  as  those  of  the  hospital,  be 
aaUectto  the  dire<ition  and  controul  of  the  directors  in  the  several  departments : 

That  no  soldier  be  discharged  from  the  service  as  disabled,  unless  the  cer- 
i&ftcste  of  disabilily  be  countersigned  by  the  director,  assistant-physician,  or 
flnrstrsurgeon  of  the  hospital,  nor  be  excused  from  duty  lor  sickness^  unless  the 
certificate  of  sickness  be  countersigned  by  one  of  thme  persons,  where  accesa 
may  be  had  to  them. 

Aesolved^  That  the  reflyunder  of  the  asid  report  be  postponed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred^  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY.  October  1, 1776. 

Jhsoivedt  That  the  sum  of  60,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  James  Mease, 
lor  the  iM^yment  of  the  militia,  and  to  pay  for  the  articles  he  is  ordered  to  pur- 
chase ;  tie  to  be  accountable. 

Whereas,  a  full  representation  in  Congress  of  the  several  United  States,  is 
tiighiy  necessary  on  business  of  much  importance  to  America ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  president  be  desired  to  write  letters  to  the  conv^ationa 
and  assemblies  of  the  respective  states,  requesting  that  measur<^  be  taken,  to 
cause,  as  speedily  as  possible,  a  full  representation  of  the  said  states  in 
Congress. 

Stephen  MoyJan,  esq.  having  resigned  his  office  of  quarter-maater-general 
of  the  continental  army, 

Besolvedy  That  brigadier-eeneral  Mifflin  be  authorized  and  reauested  to 
resume  the  said  office,  and  that  his  rank  and  pay,  as^rigadier,  be  still  contin- 
ued to  him : 

That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  confer  with  brigadier-seneral  Mifflin  i 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R»  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Gerry. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare,  and  bring  in  a 
plan,  of  a  military  academy  at  the  army : 

The  members  dioeen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Williams 
aad  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
'to  teno'clook  to-morrow. 


WEDNESDAY,  October  2, 1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  dOth  of  September,  from  seneral  Washington,  with  two  pa- 
pers enclosed  ;  one,  of  the  27th  of  September,  from  S.  Moylan ;  one,  of  tbo 
2Sd,  from  general  Gktes ;  one,  of  the  2Sd,  from  col.  Wayne ;  one,  from  briga- 
dier-general Mercer,  and  a  petition  from  Bartholomew  Van  Heer,  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  William  Shephard  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel  of  the 
regiment,  whereof  he  is  now  lieutenant-colonel. 

A  petition  from  John  Bayard,  Alexander  Hendersito  and  Matthew  Irwinv 
waa  presenled  to  Congress,  and  read;  Whereupon, 
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Rtgohed^  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  sell  tolkfetkiar!, 
lb.  of  Dowder»  and  800  lb.  of  lead,  for  the  use  «>f  their  pnntni^{er 
and  colonel  Parry. 

The  coounittee  appointed  to  confer  with  brigadier-goicnl  Miii,:!^ 
that,  upon  tiie  conference/  thej  find  the  following  sopplies  wiD  be  3& 
for  the  ate  and  comfort  of  the  armj,  which  oueht  to  be  procmd  £« 
mar  be,  riz.  200  wagons,  with  foar  horaea  each,— 50  ai-teans»  nt 
each,  for  sundrj  nsea, — 50  drajs,  with  one  horse  each,  for  mni« 
cea,«— 100  strong  horses  for  die  artillerj,  50  horses,  for  tx^nsaaata. 
sarr  uses, — ^25,000  bushels  of  Indian  com^ — 15,000  bosbels  of  otii- 
bashels  of  rye-meal, — 10,000  bnshels  of  spelts^ — 1 800  tons  of  kt)- 
ting-boxes, — ^2000  axes,— 2000  wheel  and  hand-barnnrar-^  ^ 
wood,— a  set  of  carpenters'  tools  for  each  regiment, — a  wagn-V' 
onQ  deputy,-— 20  conductors  of  wi^ns  on  cauytaiDs'  pa7,iUowios^ 
for  eacn  condnctor,—- 5  conductors  for  artillery,— 100  cisb  ^t^- 
snikes,^10,000  knapsacks, — 10,000  camp-kettelair-two  niUioB  ieci« 
planks  and  joists,  for  barracks,  platforms,  &c« 

That  a  company  of  50  blacksmiths  should  be  immediatelj9eBtti« 
harness  and  collar-makers,  and  25  wheelwrights. 
•  Resolved,  That  for  these  various  and  necessary  supplies,  500,009^ 
advanced  to  the  quarter-master-eeneral : 

That  one-eighth  part  of  a  dollar,  over  and  above  their  soldiers' /r^ 
lowed  to  such  persons  as  are  necessarily  draughted  for  qaarterHB£&?( 
That  as  5000  tents  will  be  necessaiy  for  the  spring-campsigiB)  ^' 
vided  in  due  time : 

That  it  be  reisommended  to  the  several  states,  to  make  leolpn** 
compel  the  furnishing  of  necessary  supplies  and  assistance  to  a«^>^' 
ter-general  of  the  continental  army,  on  reasonable  terms,  for  tfaeps^ 
MBolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  on^ 
providing  carriages  for  the  public  service*  so  as  any  demands  ^1^^ 
complied  with,  and  all  oppression  of  private  persons  effectssllj  p^^ 
The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  ttt^ 
Resolved,  That  Benjamin  Fishbourne  be  appobted  nay-master  t0»^ 
Pennsylvania  battalion,  commanded  by  colonel  Wood. 
A  memorial  from  the  council  of  saroty  of  Pennsylvanm  was  rew 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of'^treasuiy.whotf^ 
to  report  thereon  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  committee  of  treasury  reported  that  there  is  due,  - 

To  George  Measam,  on  account  of  sundry  articles  supplied  tbei^' 
■ada,  9  4r-90ths  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid.  .  ^y 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  ^^^|^^ 
York,  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  iatow"^*^ 
Whereupon,  j  •  faii^ 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  general  8«W**''V*\J 'X^  j 
Aat  Congress  cannot  consent,  during  the  present  sitnation  of  ^.^-l 
accept  ofhiB  resignation,  but  request,  that  he  continoe  the  ^'?'"^,^!j^l 
BOW  holds;  that  he  be  assured,  that  tfie  aspersions,  ^^^ ^l^u^i^i^/ 
thrown  out  against  his  character,  have  had  no  influence  opoo^^u^i^H! 
members  of  mis  house,  who  are  fiillv  satisfied  of  his  ^^^"'^^^tt''! 
of  freedom,  and  are  willing  to  bear  their  testimony  rfthc  ^l^^.^iif^'l 
he  has  rendered  to  his  country;  and  that,  in  order  ^^^^'^  Jj!k|rflf«'^  i 
to  silence,  they  will,  at  an  early  day,  appoint  a  committee  oftn^^;) 
toen<]uire  fully  into  his  conduct,  which,  they  trust,  wiHe*^*^  I 
tion  in  the  opinion  of  all  good  men.  ^tnHtii^^'i 

Resolved,  That  the  limits  prescribed  in  the  parole  of  i^  ^^^ 
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^hwood,  esquires,  be  extended  as  far  as  the  bounds  of  Pennsylvania^ 
which  thej  are*  to  confine  themselves,  till  farther  orders, 
several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed, 
>urned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY.  October  3,  1776. 

ipplication  from  the  council  of  safety  of  North-Carolina, 

Hved,  That  Michael  Holt,  a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  be  dis- 

d  from  his  imprisonment,  that  he  may  return  to  his  family ;  he  taking 

th  prescribed  by  tiie  said  council  of  safety. 

ylvedy  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  purchase,  immediately,  one  hun- 

logsheads  of  rum,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  commissary-general,  for 

e  of  the  army. 

t  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 

eupon, 

olved.  That  the  letter  from  seneral  Mercer,  which  was  received  and  read 

day,  wherein  he  recommenas  col.  Humpton  to  the  command  of  a  regi- 

n  the  new  army,  and  capt.  Dawson  to  a  majority,  be  referred  to  the  coun- 

safety  of  Pennsylvania : 

it  captain  Persifer  Frazer  be  commissioned  as  major  of  colonel  Wayne's 

ior  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops,  in  the  room  of  major  Housigger,  promoted. 

i  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp,  having  executed  that  ser- 

and  returned,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

iered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

iolvedj  That  Charles  Startin  be  permitted  to  return  to  England,  with  his 

ind  family,  from  any  of  the  United  States  he  thinks  proper,  except  New- 

e  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
Martin  Housman,  for  the  nire  of  his  wagon  and  ferriages,  with  generals 
^ot  and  M'Donald's  ba^ge  to  Newark,  43  dollars. 
George  Campbell,  for  his  own  and  Mr.  Caldwell's  and  Mr.  Tod's  expen- 
s  an  escort  to  money  from  Philadelphia  to  Albany,  189  6r-90ths  dollars : 
John  Sparhawk,  for  quills,  &c.  K>r  the  use  of  the  treasury -ofiice,  ST 
)ths  dollars : 

>  Lud  wick  Rarcher,  a  balance  of  3,150  36-90ths  dollars ;  the  whole  of  bin 
mt  amounting  to  8,483  66-90ths  dollars ;  of  which  he  has  received  5,333 
)th8  dollars ;  the  balance  is  3,150  36-90ths : 
dered.  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

ngress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  on  the 
and  means  for  raisinga  farther  sum  of  money ; 

hereupon,  HtsolvedJ^hat  five  millions  of  continental  dollars  be  imme- 
ly  borrowed  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  at  the  annual  interest  of 
per  cent,  per  annum : 

lat  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  to  the  lenders  for  the  payment 
s  sums  to  be  boirowed,  and  the  interest  arising  thereon,  and  that  certifi- 
be  given  to  the  lenders  in  the  form  following,  viz. 
rhe  United  States  of  America  acknowledge  the  receipt  of—— dollars  from 

— ,  which  they  promise  to  pay  to  the  said ,  or  bearer,  on  the 

jf ,  with  interest  annually,  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum, 

iable  to  a  resolution  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  third  day  of  October, 

.    Witness  the  hand  of  the  treasurer,  thin  day  of ,  A.  D. 

Countersigned"  by  the  commissioners  of  one  of  the  loan-offices  hereafter 

fioned. 

lat  for  the  convenience  of  the  lenders,  a  loan -office  be  established  in  each 

le  United  Statef>,  and  a  commissioner,  to  superintend  sach  office,  l>e  ap- 
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pointed  bj  the  said  states  respectively,  which  are  to  be  responsible  for  the  fiidi- 
roi  discharge  of  their  duty  in  the  said  offices : 

That  the  business  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  to  deliyer  certifiota 
for  all  such  sums  of  money,  as  shall  be  brought  into  their  respective  offices, 
agreeable  to  these  resolutions,  which  certificates  shall  be  indented  and  tbe 
checks  kept  in  the  said  office^-*-to  keep  books,  in  which  regular  entries  shall 
be  made  of  the  sums  borrowed,  and  the  time  when,  and  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons by  whom  the  said  sums  were  lent— to  transmit  to  the  continental  trea- 
surer, once  a  month,  an  account  of  the  cash  in  their  respective  offices,  and  to 
answer  all  draughts  of  the  treasurer  to  the  amount  of  the  cash,  which  tbej  ihall, 
at  apy  time,  have  in  their  hands,  as  aforesaid : 

TKat  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  shall  send  to  the  respective  loan- 
offlces,  such  a  number  of  certificates  and  of  such  denominations  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury : 

That  no  certificate  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  than  SOO  dollars: 
.  Th^t  the  several  sums  of  money  to  be  borrowed,  shall  be  repaid  at  theoSce 
where  the  same  was  lent,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years,  and  that  the  aaooal 
interest  shall  likewise  be  paid  at  the  said  office : 

That  the  said  commissioners  of  the  respective  loan-offices  be  entitled  t»  re- 
ceive of  the  United  States,  one-eighth  per  cent  on  all  monies  which  shall  be 
brought  into  their  respective  loan -offices,  in  lieu  of  all  claims  and  demainls, 
that  they  may  have  for  transacting  the  business  of  the  said  office. 

JResoived,  That  the  secret  committee  be  empowered  to  take  such  measare». 
as  they  shall  judse  necessary,  for  purchasing,  arming;  ftnd  equipping  a  fnffii 
and  two  cutters,  in  Europe,  and  to  give  proper  orders  for  the  saia  frigate  mik- 
ing a  cruize  in  the  Britisn  channel  against  our  enemies,  and  for  the  said  cot- 
ters to  be  employed  in  transporting  to  these  states,  such  articles,  as  the  siiil 
committee  have  been  ordered  to  import. 

llie  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  4, 1776. 

A  petition  from  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brig  Andrew  Doria  was  presest- 
ed,  and  read ;  Whereupon, 

JSesolvedj  That  the  continental  agents  in  Philadelphia  be  directed,  wiAaij 
despatch,  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  prizes  taken  by  the  Andrew  Dori^aoe 
lay  the  same  before  the  marine  committee  for  their  approbation ;  and  tbattlke 
said  aj^ents  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  officers  and  men  oi  die  Andrew  Dona,  one 
ha,lf  of  what  may  be  estimated  to  be  due  to  them : 

That  the  said  agents  be  farther  directed  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  stores 
and  prizes  taken  by  the  fleet,  commanded  by  commodore  Hopkins,  and  broogni 
from  Providence,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  marine  committee  for  'PF?^ 
tion,  as  aforesaid,  and  pay  to  the  officers  and  men  entitled  thereto,  one  ball  ^ 
what  may  be  estimated  to  be  due  to  them.  . 

A  letter  of  the  2d  and  Sd,  from  general  Washington,  and  two,  of  the  i5» 
and  26th  September,  from  general  Schuyler,  being  received,  were  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  sent  to  httfl- 
quarters ;  and,  after  debate,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  postpooeo. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred^  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  OeMer  5,  1776. 
A  letter,  of  the  2Sd  of  Sept  from  James  Bowdoin,  with  a  copy  of  resolotioW 
passed  by  the  general  assembly  of  Massachusetts-Bay;  one,  of  the  24tli  o 
tlie  same  month,  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  New-Hampshire ;  tad  ©"• 
the  dd  instant  from  governor  Livingston,  were  read. 


•^m  !■ 
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Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington  and  general  Schuylert 
with  the  papers  enclosed,  which  were  read  jesterday,  be  referred  to  the  board 
•f  war: 

That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Bowdoin  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee : 

That  the  letter  from  governor  Livingston  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three, 
and  that  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  take  into  consideration  the  case  4f 
theprisoners  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia. 

Tne  members  chosen,  Mr.  L^ch,  Mr.  Ross,  and  Mr  Floyd. 

(hderedj  That  the  petition  ol  Jacob  Sheafe  be  referred  to  the  commisdidnei^ 
appointed  to  hear  ana  determine  upon  the  appeal  against  the  sentence  on  the 
lioel  against  the  ship  Elizabeth : 

That  R.  Peters,  esq.  be  empowered  to  prosecute  the  said  appeal. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  sell  to  Joseph  Golden,  10  lb. 
of  powder. 

JResUved,  That  five  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  tlie  officers  and  three  month^s 
nay  to  the  men  who  were  taken  prisoners  in  Canada,  and  sent  to  these  United 
States  by  eeneral  Carlton. 

Besolvei,  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  which  was  brought  in  the  14tii 
4if  September,  be  taken  m  consideration  on^lMiiday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war,  at  that  %m,  lay  before  Congress,  the  pW« 
pers  relative  to  the  dispute  between  the  cotfrt-inartial«  and  brigadiej^-geoeral 
Arnold. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  continental  agents  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  commis- 
8ary-general»  for  the  use  of  the  army,  all  "the  salt  in  their  hands  belonging  t6 
the  continent. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

A^|)oomed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  7, 1776. 

Resolved,  That  8000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  olT  Lancaster, 
for  die  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  enclosing  the  barracks  in  that 
borough  witn  a  stockade,  and  supporting  a  guard  ;  the  said  committee  to  be 
accountable. 

CoD|;ress  proceeded  to  tiie  election  of  a  deputy  muster-master  general  fek* 
the  flying-camp,  in  the  room  of  Jonathan  B.  Smith ;  and,  the  ballots  being 
taken, 

William  Davies  was  elected. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th  of  September,  from  brigadier-general  Moore,  and  one 
from  John  Hansbn,  dated  St.  Croix,  14th  August,  being  received,  were  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  issembfies  and  conventions  of 
the  United  States,  respectively,  to  annex  such  penalties,  bv  law,  to  the  crime 
of  counterfeiting  the  certificates  or  notes  of  the  continental  loan-office,  as  are 
or  shall  be  annexed  to  the  crime  of  counterfeiting  the  continental  currency. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  for  borrowing  five  millions  of  dollars,  togetlier 
with  the  above  resolve^be  published,  and  copies  thereof  sent  to  each,  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  respective  states  be  desired  to  send  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  continental  treasury,  the  names  of  the  commissioners  by  them  ap- 
pointed in  consequence  of  the  said  resolutions. 

A  petition  from  James  Browne,  a  prisoner,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and 
read,  prayincfor  leave  to  return  to  Ireland,  the  place  of  his  nativity : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  praver  of  the  petition  be  panted. 

General  Lee  having  informed  Congress  of  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  and 
that  he  waited  their  orders : 

Ordered,  That  general  Lee  attend  in  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  a  commissary  of  prisoners  of  war  be  appointed  in  each  o/ike 
UoitMl  SUtes : 


506  JOURNALS  OF  CQNGRBS8.  1776 

pointed  bj  the  said  states  respective!  y,  which  are  to  be  responsible  for  the  faitk- 
rdi  discharge  of  their  duty  in  the  said  offices : 

That  the  business  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  to  deliyer  certificates 
for  all  such  sums  of  money,  as  shall  be  brought  into  their  respectiye  offices^ 
agreeable  to  these  resolutions,  which  certificates  shall  be  indented  and  th/t 
checks  kept  in  the  said  office^-*-to  keep  books,  in  which  regular  entries  ahali 
be  made  of  the  sums  borrowed,  and  the  time  when,  and  the  nam^  of  the  per- 
sons by  whom  the  said  sums  were  lent— to  transmit  to  the  continental  trea- 
surer, once  a  month,  an  account  of  the  cash  in  their  respective  offices,  and  to 
answer  all  draughts  of  the  treasurer  to  the  amount  of  the  cash,  which  thej  shall, 
at  apj  time,  have  in  their  hands,  as  aforesaid : 

That  the  treasurer  of  tlie  United  States  shall  send  to  the  respective  loan- 
offices,  such  a  number  of  certificates  and  of  such  denominations  as  shall  be 
ordered  bj  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury : 

That  no  certificate  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  than  300  dollars: 
.  That  the  several  sums  of  money  to  be  borrowed,  shall  be  repaid  at  the  oS^t 
where  the  same  was  lent,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years,  and  that  the  annual 
interest  shall  likewise  be  paid  at  the  said  office : 

That  the  said  commissioners  of  the  respective  loan-offices  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive of  the  United  States,  one -eighth  per  cent  on  all  monies  which  shall  be 
hrought  into  their  respective  loan-offices,  in  lieu  of  all  claims  and  den^ands, 
that  they  may  have  for  transacting  the  business  of  the  said  office. 

JResoived,  That  the  secret  committee  be  empowered  to  take  such  measnres, 
as  they  shall  jud^  necessary,  for  purchasing,  arming;  and  equipping  a  frigate 
and  two  cutters,  in  Europe,  and  to  give  proper  orders  for  the  saicl  frigate  mak- 
ing a  cruize  in  the  Britisn  channel  against  our  enemies,  and  for  the  said  cut- 
ters to  be  employed  in  transporting  to  these  states,  such  articles,  as  the  saiil 
committee  have  been  ordered  to  import. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

FRIDAY,  October  4,  1776. 

A  petition  from  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brig  Andrew  Doria  was  present- 
ed, and  read ;  Whereupon, 

JSesolved,  That  the  continental  asents  in  Philadelphia  be  directed,  with  all 
despatch,  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  prizes  taken  by  the  Andrew  Doria^  and 
lay  the  same  before  the  marine  committee  for  their  approbation ;  and  that  the 
said  aj^ents  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  officers  and  men  oi  the  Andrew  Doria,  one 
ha,lf  of  what  may  be  estimated  to  be  due  to  them : 

Tliat  the  said  agents  be  farther  directed  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  stores 
and  prizes  taken  by  the  fleet,  commanded  by  commodore  Hopkins,  and  brought 
from  Providence,  and  lay  tlie  same  before  the  marine  committee  for  approba- 
tion, as  aforesaid,  and  pay  to  the  officers  and  men  entitled  thereto,  one  half  of 
what  may  be  estimated  to  be  due  to  them. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  and  Sd,  from  general  Washington,  and  two,  of  the  25(h 
and  26th  September,  from  general  Schuyler,  being  received,  were  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  sent  to  head- 
quarters ;  and,  after  debate,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  (Mf>ber  5,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  2$d  of  Sept.  from  James  Bowdoin,  with  a  copy  of  resolutions 
passed  by  the  general  assembly  of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  one,  of  the  24th  of 
tiiesame  month,  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  New- Hampshire ;  and  one  of 
the  3d  instant  from  governor  Livingston,  were  read. 
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^ed.  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington  and  general  Schuylert 
2  papers  enclosed,  which  were  read  jesterday*  be  referred  to  the  board 
• 

-  tihe  letter  from  Mr.  Bowdoin  be  referred  to  the  tnarine  coiAmitt^e : 
Hie  letter  from  goremor  Livingston  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three* 
^.t.  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  take  into  consideration  the  case  df 
ioners  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia. 
'members  chosen,  Mr.  L^ch,  Mr.  Ro88»  and  Mr  Floyd. 
rtr^j  That  the  petition  of  Jacob  Sheafe  be  referred  to  the  commissidnei's 
jed  to  hear  ana  determine  upon  the  appeal  against  the  sentence  on  the 
;stin8t  the  ship  Elizabeth : 

t  R.  Peters,  esq.  be  empowered  to  prosecute  the  said  appeal. 
Ivedj  That  the  board  en  war  be  directed  to  sell  to  Joseph  Golden,  10  lb. 
'der. 

>£t?«c2.  That  five  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  the  officers  and  tiit'ee  month'^s 
tKe  men  who  were  taken  prisoners  in  Canada,  and  sent  to  these  United 
by  general  Carlton* 

^I'vei,  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  which  was  brought  in  the  14tii 
»tember»be  taken  m  consideration  on^liMiay  next. 
'4sred,  That  the  board  of  war,  at  that  tiiiK,  lay  before  Congress,  the  pM- 
^lative  to  the  dispute  between  the  court-martial^  and  brigadier-general 
(!• 

olvedt  Thattlieomtinental  agents  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  commis- 
;eneral»  for  the  use  of  the  armj,  ail  "the  salt  in  their  hands  belon^ng  t6 
Citinent. 

t  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
joumed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  7, 1776. 

wlved^  That  8000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee- olT  Lancaster, 

he  purpose-  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  enclosing  the  barracks  in  that 

igh  witn  a  stockade,  and  supporting  a  guard  ;  the  said  committee  to  be 

mtable. 

tn^ss  proceeded  to  tiie  election  of  a  deputy  muster-master  general  for 

lying-camp,  in  the  room  of  Jonathan  B.  Smith ;  and,  the  ballots  being 

1. 

illiam  Davies  was  elected. 

letter,  of  the  14th  of  September,  from  brigadier-general  Moore,  and  one 
John  Hansbn,  dated  St.  Croix,  14th  August,  being  received,  were  read : 
'solved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  die  assemblies  and  conventions  of 
Jnited  States,  respectively,  to  annex  such  penalties,  by  law,  to  the  crime 
lunterfeitingthe  certificates  or  notes  of  the  continental  loan -office,  as  are 
lall  be  annexed  to  the  crime  of  counterfeiting  the  continental  currency. 
rdered.  That  the  resolutions  for  borrowing  five  millions  of  dollars,  together 
.  the  above  resolve,  be  published,  and  copies  thereof  sent  to  each  .of  the 
ted  States,  and  that  the  respective  states  be  desired  to  send  to  the  commit- 
>f  the  continental  treasury,  the  names  of  the  commissioners  by  tiiem  ap- 
ited  in  consequence  of  the  said  resolutions. 

.  petition  from  James  Browne,  a  prisoner,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and 
l»  prayinefor  leave  to  return  to  Ireland,  the  place  of  his  nativity: 
lesolvedy  That  the  praver  of  the  petition  be  ^nted. 
■eneral  Lee  having  informed  Congress  of  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  and 
t  he  waited  their  oniers : 
Ordered,  That  general  Lee  attend  in  Congress. 

^€9ohed,  That  a  commissary  of  prisoners  of  war  be  appointed  in  each  o/ike 
ited  States : 


1 
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That  the  Mud  Gommisaaries  be  directed  to  make  monthly  ivtirKi' 
and  condition  of  the  priaonera,  nnder  their  respective  caie,titbE> 
war: 

That  the  aaid  commiaMries  be  appointed  bj  the  respective fUte    i 

Agreeable  to  order,  general  Lee  attended ;  and  having  gm  nc? 
the  state  of  affaira  in  tbe  sonthem  department*  he  witbdrev. 

The  secret  committee  informed  CongmSt  that  thej  bad  chvtcdKi 
ed  in  Virginia,  the  Aurora,  late  the  prize-ahtp  called  the  OsM,(vlj 
the  continent :  Whereupon, 

lUtolved,  That  the  president  write- to  the  |;oTenior  and  couci^': 
and  reaueat  them  to  eive  all  the  assistance  in  their  power,  is  ruL- 
despatching  the  said  ihip. 

Metolvedi  That  Matthias  Hite,  a  first  lieuUnant  of  the  e^tk  Tsj 
talion,  have  a  continental  commission,  in  lieu  of  that  which  be  no^ ' 
the  committee  of  safety  of  that  state ;  and  that  his  comoiiisiflB  bers 
19th  of  February  last 

Saolvedy  TKat  ^neral  Lee  be  directed  to  repair  to  the  cupfi&e 
with  leave,  if  he  thinks  proper^  to  visit  the  posts  in  Ncw-JeneT. 

The  committee  appointed  t^ii^ce  into  consideration  the  appncttsir 
president  of  SouthAJarolina,  iiiHehalf  of  general  Lee,  repoim, 

That  this  Congress,  having  a  just  opinion  of  the  abilities  of  gescnll 
plied  to  him  to  accept  a  command  in  their  service,  which  he  md^ff 
provided  the  Congress  would  indemnify  him  against  any  los8»  viuo- 
austain  in  conaequence  thereof,  he  having,  at  that  time,  a  couiilcn^ 
money  due  to  him  by  persons  in  the  kingdom  of  Great-Brituo,  vtii 
resolved  to  draw  from  thence  as  soon  as  possible.    That  the  CMgrft 
mously  concurred  in  his  proposal :  That  he  accordinriy  entendia»^ 
vice ;  that  he  has  since  drawn  bills  upon  his  agent  in  Enghmd,  vlod^^ 
been  returned  protested.    That  general  Lee,  having  purchased  ne^^ 
Yiiginia,  th%  purchase  money  for  which  has  been  long  due,  is  Ukdjs*^ 
by  means  of  the  protested  bills,  many  injuries,  unless  thishossef^ 
same  by  an  advance  of  diirty  thousand  dollars :  Whereupoo. 

Bescived,  That  the  sum  of  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  tojeii» 
upon  his  giving  bond  to  the  treasurer  to  account  for  the  sarae^aw  i>^ 
steps,  in  conjunction  with  Robert  Morris,  esq.  on  behalf  of  theC^' 
will  secure  the  most  effectual  transfer  of  his  estate  in  Ed^jdA,^^ 
the  Congress  for  the  advance  now  made  to  him.  ^ 

Oriired,  That  the  committee,  who  brought  in  the  foregoing  re^r 
a  suitable  bond.  ... 

Congress  took  into  consideiation  the  report  of  the  board  of  w^" 
,  instant:  Whereupon,  .  .    ,  ,, 

Resolved,  That  Monsieur  Pierre  Francois  de  Bois  be  ^^^"^f'^^l^ 
jor  by  brevet,  and  sent  to  general  Mercer,  to  be  employsd  iBtaa": 
shall  think  proper :  « ^, 

l*hat  Mr.  Bartholomew  Van  Heer's  account  be  referred  to  d«^' 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  tfcc  ■'^'^'^ 
Canada,  broi^t  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  'iH)  lie  on  the  table.  ^lc^ 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committeeon    ' 
from  general  Washington  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  ^ptember:  ^^7^ 

Raiolved,  That  as  a  further  encouragement  for  g«Ademenj^j|^A^  ^ 
gage  as  commission -officers  in  the  battalions  to  be  fttf^ish^^g^ 
states,  to  serve  during  the  war,  their  monthly  pay  be  vti^t^^^yi^ 

A  colonel,  75;  lieutenant-colonel,  60;  major,  50;  tx^^'^ 
ST;  ensign,  20;  quarter-master,  27^;  adjuUnt,  40 dollars 
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^d.  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed, 
'several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed, 
minted  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  OcMfer  8,  1776. 

^  letters,  of  the  4th  and  5th,  from  general  Washington,  ivith  sundry  pa- 
aolosed ;  one,  of  the  4th,  from  the  convention  of  New- York ;  one,'  of  the 
£  September,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Baj ;  one,  of  the  2d 
t»  from  John  Livineston;  and  one  from  John  Hejleger,  dated  St.Croiz» 
^f>t,ember,  were  read : 

fe9-«<l.  That  the  letter  from  John  Heyleger  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
tJiat  tiie  letter  from  John  Livinsston  be  referred  to  the  secret  com- 
t,  ^v^ho  are  directed  to  send  to  Mr.  liivingston's  mill,  the  10  tons  of  salt- 
sent  last  winter  to  Massachusetts-Bay. 

ree  petitions  from  sundry  prisoners  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
s  on  the  state  of  the  prisoners. 

solved.  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  said  committee, 
e  member  chosen,  Mr.  Rush. 

hereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  be 
i  for  raising  the  new  army, 

salved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies,  conventions,  and  coun- 
f  safety  of  the  several  states,  which  have  any  regiments  now  in  the  cen- 
tal service,  either  at  New-York,  Ticonderoga,  or  New-Jersey,  that  they 
Mrith  appoint  committees  to  proceed  to  those  places,  with  full  powers  to  ap- 
i  all  the  officers  of  the  regiments  to'^be  raised  by  theirstates  under  the  new 
ilishment,  that  such  officers  may  proceed  immediately  to  inlist  such  men 
re  now  in  the  service,  and  incline  to  re-inlist  during  the  war,  and  that 
.  committees  be  instructed  to  advise  with  the  general  officers,  and  promote 
i  officers  as  have  distinguished  themselves  for  their  abilities,  activity,  and 
Lance  in  the  service,  and  especially  for  their  attention  to  military  dtsci- 
e. 

*hat  the  said  committees  be  also  instructed  not  to  appoint  any  officer,  who 
left,  or  shall  leave  his  station  in  the  army,  and  is^  absent  without  leave  from 
general,  or  some  other  officer  having  authority  to  grant  the  same. 
hrderedj  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  be  sent  to  each  of  the  United 
tes. 

/oneress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reports  of  the  committee  on  the 
eral's  letters,  and  of  that  which  went  to  the  camp ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That,  for  the  farther  encouragement  ot  the  non-commissioned  of- 
^rs  and  soldiers  who  shall  engage  in  the  service  durine  the  war,  a  suit  of 
thes  be  annually  given  each  of  the  said  officers  and  soldiers,  to  consist,  for 

Present  year,  of  two  linen  h\inting  shirts,  two  pair  of  overalls,  a  leathern  or 
ien  waistcoat  with  sleeves,  one  pair  of  breeches,  a  hat  or  leathern  cap,  two 
rts,  two  pair  of  hose,  and  two  pair  of  shoes,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  the 
.ue  of  twenty  dollars,  or  that  sum  to  be  paid  to  each  soldier,  who*shall  pro- 
re  those  articles  for  himself,  and  produce  a  certificate  thereof,  from  the  cap- 
n  of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  to  the  pay-master  of  the  re^ment. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
spective  states,  from  Virginia  to  New- Hampshire,  inclusively,  to  take  the 
>st  effectual  measures  for  completing,  by  the  10th  of  November,  their  propor- 
ms  of  the  levies  to  be  raised  during  the  war. 

As  the  army  has  greatly  suffered  Sirough  the  defect  of  some  of  its  regimen- 
1  officers, 

Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
(spective  states,  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  that  all  the  officers  to  be  here- 
fter  appointed,  be  men  of  honor  and  known  abilities,  m  ithout  a  particular  re- 
unl  to  their  having  before  been  in  service. 
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Beaolved,  That  the  further  coosidenktion  of  tbe  reports  be  y«^ 
morrow. 

The  secret  committee  having  informed  CoDgress  tint  inadic 
ivith  sundry  articles  bj  them  imported  on  account  €A  the  csBUKai. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  committee  deliver  to  the  boanloffiriK. 
aft  are  suitable  for  th^  army*  and  to  the  marine  €:oniBittcesidair< 
DSTJ*  and  to  Mr.  J.  Mease  such  as  are  for  clothing,  to  be  nade  ^r. 
diers* 

The  sereral  matters  to  tliis  day  referred*  bring  poatpoafd, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^clock  to  morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  9,  1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  3d,  from  seneral  Schnjler,  with  sundry  pfctv 
were  laid  before  Congress,  ana  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  tiiattkH 
tofore  received  from  general  Washin8:ton,  general  Schoykr«tf^*^^ 
nenl  officers,  be  lodged  in  the  war  office. 

JUsolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  mijor  KcmF 
Bois,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Jean  Baccarere  and  his  partner^  was  read,!!^ 
the  marine  committee. 

Apt^licatioQ  bein^  made  in  behalf  of  captain  Dirks,  late  Sinm 
taken  into  the  service  of  the  continent,  as  an  engineer, 

lUaolvedt  That  he  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  bond  ts  ^f^ 
ral  Lee,  for  the  50,000  dollars  advanced  to  him,  brought  is  s  iaif 
was  read  and  sgreed  to. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideratiouof  the  report  of  the  eBnmtttt 

to  the  camp ;  Whereupon,  ^ 

Jteolved,  That  no  regimental  hospitals  be,  for  the  future,  aM'-. 
neiriiborhood  of  the  general  hospital :  ,  ' 

That  Jclin  Morgan,  esq.  provide  and  superintend  an  P^^tl^, 
distance  from  the  camp,  for  the  army  posted  on  the  east  side  *^^*T'^. 

That  William  Shhipen,  jttn«  esq.  provideaod  superinteadtf^r'' 
army,  in  the  state  of  New-^lersey  : 

Tiiateach  of  the  hospitals  be  supplied  by  the  respective  dircctoft^^ 
number  of  surgeons,  apothecaries,  sur^^eons'  mates*  A^d  ^^^'^n 
also  such  quantities  of  medicines,  bedding,  and  other  aecessaiicS)*' 

'Dukt  they  make  weekly  returns  to  Congress  and  the  €<^"^^^(v 
the  officers  and  assistants  of  each  denomination,  and  also  the  bso^ 

and  deceased  in  their  respective  hospitals :  ^  t^ 

That  the  regimental  sui^oons  be  directed  to  send  ts  the  S^t^^ 

aach  officers  and  soldiers  oftheir  respective  re|pments,sir  ^^^^^ 

wounds  or  other  disorders,  shall  require  nurses  or  constant  «t^|f^, 


irom  time  to  time,  to  apply  to  the  quarter-master  general*  ^^S^s 
convenient  wagons  for  this  purpose ;  idso,  that  they  sppfj  ^J^ 
flieir  respecti  ve  departments,  for  medicines  and  other  neoi^san^  • 
That  m^  wages  of  nurses  be  augmented  to  one  dollar  a  V0» •    ^| 
That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  be  directed,  <*^    ii» 
send  a  commissioned  omcer  to  visit  the  sick  of  his  respective  ^9"^ 
■general  hospital,  and  report  their  state  to  him :  ttw0^i^ 

That  a  commissary  of  clothine  be  appointed  for  each  of  ^^0^1 
United  States,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  make  constant  retaifl^^Tj^* 
or  conventions  of  the  respective  states,  of  the  ^^^^V^^SlaT-i^ 
veral  regiments,  to  receive  and  pay  for  the  same«  to  dB&eritv*"^ 
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mve  regiments,  to  be  by  them  distributed  to  the  non-commis- 
<>ldier8,  and  deducted  from  their  wageiB  respectively,  unless 
\ order  of  Congress: 

<^neral  be  empowered  to  appoint  as  many  conductors 
^,  and  assistants  to  the  commissary  of  clothing,  as 
^  necessary,  and  report  their  names  to  Congrews 
Vissary  of  stores  for  tlie  army  at  New-Yoric, 
>pth. 
'"'duration  of  the  report  be  postponed  till  to- 


^ 


"'ii^ 


^. 


4l 


-% 


r<- 


€^:9Si 


^--V 


o-  5  -^t^ 

"^    -% 


tft.    ^.Q. 


:<^ 


^00  lb.  of  powder  to  col.  Mark  Bird, 
Mted  States, 
^g  postponed, 

kapt.  Smidi,  Heut.  Sted 

^read. 

.  of  treasury,  who  are  directed 

a  in  the  said  petitions,  and  to  pay 

^ken  by  the  enemy  in  the  assault  OB 


% 


'^> 


^r  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  resign  bis 
«  German  battalion : 
^  granted, 
a  Melchior  Neff,  and  one  from  Paul  Fooks,  were  read, 
.  ooard  of  war. 
4.ommittee  having  recommended  captain  Abraham  Whipple,  of 
4umbu8,  to  the  command  of  the  Providence  frigate,  at  Rhode-Island, 
ijtd^  That  he  be  promoted  accordingly, 
tie  committee  farther  reported,  that  they  have  had  under  consideration  the 
«ank  of  the  captains  of  the  navy,  and  agreed  to  a  report,  which  was  read ; 
Whereupon, 
Res9lvedj  That  the  rank  of  the  captains  be  as  follows : 


1.  Jas.  Nicholson,  of  the  Tiipnia,  of  28  g^uns ; 

2.  John  Manly,        -      Hancock,    32 

3.  Hector  M<Nei1,   -      Boston,        24 

4.  Dudley  Sakonrtal],    Trumbull,   28 

5.  NichoftRs  Biddle,       Randolph,    32 

6.  Tliomas  lliompson,  Raleiefa,  32 
7*  John  Bany,  -  Ei&n^uim,  28 
8.  Thomas  Reed,  -  Washington,  32 
9«  Thomas  Grennali^     Congress,     28 

10.  Charles  Alexander,  Delaware,     24 

11.  Lambert  Wickes,    Reprisal,        16 

12.  Abraham  Whipple,  Providence,  28 
i3.  John  Hopkins,  Warren,  32 
14.  John  Hodge,  Montgomery,  24 


15.  William  Hallock,  Lexington      16  guns; 

16.  H.  Haeker,     -  Hamden, 

17.  Isaiah  Robinson,  Andrew 

Doria,        -  -           -14 

18.  John  Paul  Jones,  Providence,  12 
29.  James  Josiab, 

20.  Rfisha  Hinman,  Alfred,          28 

21.  Joseph  Olney,  Cabot,           16 

22.  Jamet  RolHnson,  Sachem»        10 

23.  JohnYouQg,  Indepen- 

dence,      -  •           -     10 

•4.  Elisha  Warner,  Fly 

lieut  Baldwin,  Wasp,               S 

Lieut  Albertson,  Musquito,        4 


Sesolvedf  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  settle  the  rank  of  the 
lieutenants  of  the  navj. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  an 
oath  to  be  taken  by  the  officers  of  the  armv  and  navy : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Stone,  ana  Mr.  Paine. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  ^neral  Schuyler  be  directed  to  take  such  steps  as  are  ne- 
cessary, for  procuring  a  sufficient  number  of  as  large  vessels  as  the  navigation 
of  the  lakes  will  admit  of,  for  the  service  of  tile  states  the  next  campaign,  that 
the  command  of  the  lakes  may  be  eflTectually  secnred : 
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That  William  Patten  be  appointed  third  lieoteiuuit  in  dlMdfi^ 
ment,  in  the  place  of  lieutenant  Clark,  resigned  : 

That  the  re^mental  paj-masters  in  the  armjr  of  the  United  Su&i 
rank  of  first  lieutenants,  and  receive  rations  as  ci4»tnina : 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  negotiate  witbpMniE 
exchange  of  the  officers  retomed  from  Canada,  and  that  tMjbn:! 
rence  to  those  taken  on  New- York  island  and  I^ow-Islaiid: 

That  general  Washington  be  directed,  if  he  ahAlijndge  itanesr 
the  new  ships  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  5tfi  instaiit. 

Resolvedt  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  rroort  be  postnKL 

The  committee  to  whom  was  refeired  the  case  of  William  Fiubs.' 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Wherenpon, 

Retolvedt  That  William  Faalkner,  a  prisoner  conftned  at  Bak^ 
mitted  to  return  to  his  family  iA  Tryon  conntjr,  upon  ^ving  lus  }» 

The  committee  appointed  to  dense  a  olan  for  providing  carri^K.£  ^ 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consioeration ;  ^Yherenpoa, 

RtsclvtJL,  That  the  auarter-masters  in  every  department  k  rt 
aroid  pressing  horses  ana  carriages,  as  much  as  poeeibie;  and  vha  .>' 
sary,  that  they  be  directed  to  go  to  the  country  hoonea  for  tint  jvw 
discharge,  as  soon  as  the  service  will  admit,  such  horees  uid  amir 
pressed ;  and  that  no  violence  whatever  be  done  to  anj  personi,  ^ 
carriages,  who  go  to  the  camp  of  their  own  accord,  to  sell  fmwsL 
necessaries  of  any  kind. 

An  application  from  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  was  k 
Congress,  and  read,  desiring  that  a  committee  of  Congress  omj  be  0 
to  confer  with  a  committee  of  their  body,  on  the  expediency  «  be 
stationed  near  the  citv  of  Philadelphia,  lor  the  defence  of  ^nmjl^ 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  confer  with  the  committee  of  tk^ 
safety,  on  the  sttl:gect  proposed. 

A  petition  from  William  Mackay  was  read,  praying  for  leave  tot^* 

Ordertdj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  mnted. 

Besolved,  That  the  following  promotions  and  appointments  bet^-' 
Virginia  battalions,  viz. 

William  Crawford,  colonel  irf'the  Tth;  commiaaion  to  be  dari'' 
August: 

^stah  Parker,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  5th ;  commission  ioht^^ 
of  August:  ,,^. 

Thomas  Elliott,  colonel  of  the  4th ;  commission  to  be  dated  ti^ 
tember.  , 

James  Hendricks,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  6th  ;  commisuon  to»«' 
ISth  of  August:  .^ 

John  Markham,  major  of  the  2d ;  commission  to  be  dated  ike  l^tfj^^ 

John  Seayres,  major  of  the  4th ;  commission  to  be  dated  the  l^^^' 1 

George  Johnston,  major  of  the  5th ;  commission  to  be  dated  the  l^j  ,^' 

Richard  Parker,  jun.  major  of  the  6th ;  commission  to  be  dated  at  •' 
August:  ^fki^ 

William  Taliaferro,  major  of  the  3d;  commission  tobedi^^ 

^hn  Taylor,  captain  in  the  Ist ;  commission  to  be  dated  ^^  ji|^ 
John  Chilton,  captain  in  the  Sd ;  commission  to  be  <^^^  ^^ji;^ 
John  Blackwell,  Ist  lient.  in  do.  commission  to  be  dated  the  ^^^i 
Joseph  Blackwell,  2d  lieut.  in  do.  commission  to  be  dated  tfte^^^. 
John  Ashby,  captidn  in  the  Sd ;  commission  to  be  dated  the  ^^'v'y^. 
William  Neilson,  Ist  lieutenant;  commission  to  be  dated  tbei^^\ 
Isham  Keith,  2d  do.  commission  to  be  dated  the  ^^f  .{)ifr 
Nathaniel  Ashby«  ensign  in  the  3d ;  commission  to  be  dated  the  lo^ » * 
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^lea  Read,  an  ensini,  in  the  room  of  Robert  Dade. 
£t?€<i.  That  commissions  be  made  out  to  all  the  officers  of  the  renments 
service  of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  appointed  in  the  places  of 
x-esigning  and  promoted,  and  bear  dates  the  days  on  which  the  resiem- 
rad  promotions  were  respectivelj  made. 

^morial  from  George  Meaaam  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read : 
ftred^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

>£'ved.  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  clothing,  in  the 
»r  those  who  are  absent : 

members  chosen,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr.  Penn. 
gress  took  into  consiideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  19fh 
tember;  Whereupon, 

:9lved.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  captivated  bj  the  United  States, 
»t^  taken  in  arms,  be  released  and  sent  home,  except  St.  Luke  la  Com 
^oas.Rouville,  the  elder,  upon  this  conditicm,  that  they  sign  a  parole  not 
sup  arms  against  the  United  States,  nor  give  intelligence  to  the  enemies 
»e  states : 

it  a  register  be  kept  of  tlieir  names. 

l^red.  That  the  board  of  war  deliver  gun-powder  for  proving  cannon  made 
3  United  States,  upon  application  to  them  for  that  purpose. 
i  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
Joseph  Donaldson,  for  supplies  to  recruits  to  general  Lee's  guard,  and 
ions  to  captain  Grier's  company,  and  a  guard  with  powder  to  Yirginia, 
-90ths  dollars : 

"VTilliam  Faulkner,  a  prisoner,  sent  by  general  Schuyler  to  Reading,  for 
.owance  from  the  9th  of  April  to  the  7th  of  October,  mclttsive«  26  weekfl» 
ollars,  52  dollars: 

captain  HaaUewood,  captain  Greenway  and  Mr.  Bedford,  a  balance  of 
.O-90tbs  dollars,  their  whole  a.ccount  of  char^  for  preparing  six  sul  of 
i\ips  at  New-York,  and  their  expenses  going  to,  in,  and  coming  uom,  New- 
to  Philadelphia,  being  392  10-90ths  doHars ;  of  which  they  have  received 
S.  Moylan,  esq.  quarter-master  generalt  12o  dollars ;  the  remainder  is 
L  0-90ths  dollars. 

deredt  That  the  said  accounts  be  pmd. 

solved.  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  ^ipointing  the  commissariea  of 
ing  and  deputy-commissary  of  stores. 
le  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
IJonmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  11, 1776. 

iro  letters,  of  the  7th  and  8th,  from  general  Washington^  with  sundry  pa- 
enclosed,  were  read ;  Whereupon, 

solved.  That  the  release  of  Mons.  de  Chambault,  as  proposed  by  general 
tiington,  on  the  request  of  the  count  D'Emery,  governor-general  of  the 
ch  port  of  St.  Domingo,  be  agreed  to : 

lat  the  general's  letters,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  board 
ir. 

tsolved,  That  general  Washington  be  desired,  if  it  be  practicaUe,  by  eve- 
rt, and  whatever  expense,  to  obstruct  effectually  the  navigation  of  the 
Ji-rivcr,  between  Fort- Washington  and  Mount-Constitution,  as  well  to 
ent  the  regress  of  the  enemies'  frigates  lately  gone  up,  as  to  hinder  them 
receiving  succours. 

le  secret  committee  informed  Congress  that  a  vessel  was  arrived  at  Rhode- 
id,  with  sundry  articles  imported  by  their  order,  for  account  of  the  United 
es. 
Vol.  I.  65 
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able  tkem  to  carry  on  war,  and  tliatlie  had  given  notice  toalil^sL 
to  renore  such  goods  from  thence,  and  that  thooe  who  «oiil4  dm  toip 
or  deliver  tham  to  the  care  of  the  said  Crean   Bnuli.  veaM  be  auss 
abettors  of  rebels,  required  him  to  take  into  his  poaaessioaallsii^ 
anaweoed  that  description,  and  give  certificates  to  the  ownen  ^b  ^ 
ceitred  tiiem  for  their  use,  and  would  deliver  them  to  the  oiniea«^- 
aceidenta  excepted,  and  to  seize  anj  such  goinls*  as,  span  eBi|urr,!;i 
found  secreted,  or  left  in  stores,  and  put  them  on  board  of  the  Mar 
or  brigantine  Elisabeth*    That,  thereupon,  the  8«dl  Cress  Bnut  »& 
other  persona,  took  into  his  possession  the  goods  of  the  daimMac 
others,  and  put  them  into  the  said  brigantine  Elizabeth,  and  otkrv 
the  harbour  of  Boston,  without  the  knowledge  of  someof  tlievak 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  others,  unless  it  oe  William  Jacksoet^ 
Jackson,  of  whose  consent,  however,  there  are  no  other  proo6,  tbsii 
of  them  went  with  his  goods,  and  watched  there  on  the  wharf  fiw**^ 
they  were  shipped,  and  that  die  other  was  a  passenger  in  the  siil  irsi 
Elizabeth,  in  her  voyage  towards  Halifax.    That  die  said  Citas  H 
certificates  under  his  himds,  acknowledged  several  parcels  of  the  |«^ 
in  his  custody,  and  ensaged  to  preserve  them  saiel/,  tomikeffc: 
voices  thereof,  and,  wiui  the  approbation  of  the  commander  ia  ckkf,v 
them  to  the  owners.    That,  on  the  29th  day  of  BAarch  aftcmris  a 
Peter  Ramsay,  by  orders  from  admiral  Shuldham,  of  the  Bntbbifi'^ 
about  eigjht  dava  before^  went  on  beard  the  said  brigantine  Elizsbedi,  ui^ 
some  of  the  claimants'  goods  had  been  shifted  from  the  oAer  teasdna 
same  day,  between  the  hours  of  throe  and^  four  in  theafteniooQ,s&0j 
her,  uncfer  convoy  of  the  British  ship  of  war  Niger,  for  Haii^  a 
Scotia,  and  that,  on  the  Tuesday  following  the  said  John  BiaBlj.ifiw 
cock,  coming  up  with  the  said  brigantine  Elizabeth,  which  had»m^ 
time,  parted  from  her  convoy,  firod^a  broadside  at  her,  which  wu  r8tt»J 
a  voUey  of  small  arms ;  when  the  said  Daniel  Waters,  in  theLtti  inf^ 
John  A^res,  in  the  Lynch,  joining  the  said  John  Manly,  the  said  ^^^ 
atruck,  it  being  about  four  or  five  of  the  clock  in  the  afternooa,  ^  *^ 
brigantine  was  seized  and  carried  into  Piscataqna  river  in  Nev-lu^^ 
wberoupon,  the  committee,  after  mature  deliberatioii,  are  <»f  .<>Pp^^ 
said  bn{^tine  Elizabeth  is  not  comprehend^  in  the  descriptioA* 
which,  with  their  cargoes,  b;^  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  ^^^ 
November  last,  may  be  forfeited,  not  being  an  armed  or  a  ^^^^^ 
employed  in  the  present  war  ag^nst  the  United  States,  nor  ^^^^^^f^ 
or  other  necessaries,  to  the  British  army  or  navy,  within  .^^  JL^i 
Colonica :  and  that  the  cases  of  re-ca^urea,  mentioned  in  ^^J^^ 
Congress  of  the  5th  day  of  Decen^r  last,  adjusting  the  V^fv^^ 
vage,  those  cases  only  were  intended,  in  which  the  vessels  sod  ^^  ^^ 
remaining  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  might,  by  the  law  of  ""^^ 
demned  as  prize,  which  is  conceived  not  to  be  the  case  witbthe^  ^^ 
Elizabeth  and  her  cai^ ;  but,  that  notwithstancUng  it  wss  ^^^^^^^^ 
captors  to  recover  the  said  brigantine  and  her  elu-go,  and  tint  the  o  ^^ 
otiierwise  might,  and  probably  would,  have  lost  their  whole  P^P^  ^jif 
make  a  reasonable  satisfaction }  and  that,  therefore,  the  aid  9^  ^^ 

i  to  be  reversed  and  annulled :    That  the  »«  J_^ 


roneous,  and  ought  to  be  reversed  and  annulled :    That  the  ^  J^ 
Elizabeth,  and  such  parts  of  her  carso  as  were  claimed  in  the  saw  ^j.^ 
time,  be  restored  to  the  respective  claimants,  upon  tiieirptW^J''.^^ 
States,  and  the  re-captors,  l-12th  part  of  the  value  therecAtoDeo^^^ 
by  the  appraisement  of  appraisers  on  oath,  appointed  by  ^H^^^^i^ 
court :    That  the  residue  of  the  cargo  be  sola,  and  the  P^'^^^^^^'L^ 
ing  the  like  proportion  and  for  the  same  uses,  retained  ^^^^^' 
shall  hereafter  prove  their  right  to  the  same ;  that  William  S** 


JOURNALS  OF  eONGBESS,  1776.  517 


arines  and  mariners  of  tht  Warren,  an  armed  Tessel  in  the  service 
ited  States,  who  claimed  apart  of  the  ssud  brigantine  Elizabeth  and 
^  as  being  joint  captors,  are  not  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  salvage,  it 
^ring  that  the j  were  present,  or  in  siriit,  at  the  time  of  the  re*ca])ture  t 
the  appellants  recover  against  the  claimants  their  costs  as  well  in  the 
t-mantime,  as  in  the  prosecution  of  their  appeal  here ;  and  that  the 
sent  back  to  the  said  court-maritime,  for  tnat  court  to  proceed  in* 
this  sentence  into  execution." 
le  said  report  being  read,  was  a^eed  to. 

ul.  That  such  part  of  the  twelfth,  adjudged  in  the  foregoing  report 
1  in  lieu  of  salvage,  as  belongs  to  the  United  States,  be  released,  and 
to  the  owners  of  the  goods. 
>minittee  on  the  state  of  the  prisoners,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 

ed.  To  lie  on  the  table. 

oard  of  treasury,  for  the  more  regular  settlement  of  accounts,  pro- 
indry  queries  to  Congress :  Whereupon, 

jedj  That  no  allowance  be  made  to  officers  for  any  arms  lost  or  taken 
m  by  the  enemj : 

ao  officer,  holding  two  appointments  in  the  continental  army,  be  paid 
t  than  one,  after  notice  was  given  to  the  commanders  of  the  respective 
of  tiie  resolution  of  Congress  against  officers  holding  double  com« 
I. 

ved.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and 
or  supplying  the  treasury  with  a  farther  sum  of  money : 
members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Hall. 
\ved9  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  consider  what  is  to  be 
ith  negroes  taken  bv  vessels  of  war,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States : 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Huntington. 
Ivtd,  That  600  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  R.  Brwin,  wagon-master; 
3  accountable. 

Ived,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  Virginia  troops, 
r  march  to  New-York,  to  halt  at  Trenton,  till  farther  orders. 
Ivedj  That  the  colonels  of  the  New-Jersey  militia,  make  out  regular 
Is  of  such  of  the  troops  as  have  been  under  their  command,  when  call- 
the  continental  service,  and  have  not  been  paid  by  the  convention  of 
i  state : 

t  such  rolls  bo  attested  by  the  oaths  of  the  commanding  officer  and  cap* 
f  the  resnectave  regiments,  and  paid  by  warrants  on  the  pay -master 
by  general  Blercer,  or  the  commanding  officer  in  that  department ;  he 
due  attention*  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  transmitted  herewith  : 
t  one  penny  a  mile  bo  allowed,  in  lieu  of  rations,  to  such  men  as  have 
letr  expenses  while  on  their  march  to  and  from  the  camp,  fram  and  to 
Bspective  homes. 

several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
wrned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Octohir  15, 1776. 

liter  of  the  llth,  12th,  and  13th,  from  general  Washington ;  one,  of  the 
Irom  general  Lee ;  one,  of  the  10th,  from  general  Schuyler ;  one,  of  the 
late,  From  general  Green  ;  one,  of  the  9th,  from  Joseph  Trumbull ;  one, 
4th,  from  8eth  Warner ;  and,  one  of  die  same  date,  from  brigadier-ge- 
Lewis,  were  read : 

kei,  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington  and  general  Lee,  and 
mbulli  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 
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That  the  letter  from  general  Green  be  referred  to  the  medical  committti 
and  the  letter  from  general  Lewis  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Application  being  made  to  Congress  bj  John  Fozcroft,  esq.  for  leave  to; 
to  New-York,  to  remove  his  family  from  the  horrors  of  war»  and  reher 
them  from  the  distress  in  which  thej  are  at  present  involved  : 

Besolved,  That  leave  be  granted  him,  upon  giving  his  parole  to  the  boird « 
war ;  but  he  is  not  to  set  out  on  his  journey  before  next  week. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  connderitioD 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  general  Gates  be  informed,  that  Coner^  have  it  not  ii 
their  power  at  present  to  supply  him  with  the  artillery  he  cJesires,  but  will  pr» 
cure  such  as  soon  as  possible : 

That  two  independent  companies,  consisting  of  50  men  each,  be  irainediate 
ly  raised,  to  be  commanded  by  lieutenant  Whitecombe,  who  should  be  ap- 
pointed captain-commandant ;  that  he  nominate  the  officers  of  the  said  tvi 
companies,  who  are  to  be  appointed  when  approved  of  by  the  commaiidiflg 
officer  in  the  northern  department. 

Mesolved,  That  the  furtuer  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

William  Davies,  who  was  appointed  deputy  muster-master  general  of  tke 
flying-camp,  having  requested  leave  to  resign  that  commission. 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted,  and  that  to-morrow  be  assigned  itr  ip- 
pointing  a  deputy  muster-roaster  general  for  the  flying-camp.  , 

ResoTvedj  That  27  dolliu^s  be  advanced  to  the  captain  of  the  guard  tppoiotes 
to  attend  the  wagons  carrying  goods  to  Ticondero^ 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  the  followiofp* 
sons,  the  sum  of  918  43-90  dollars ;  for  which  an  order  is  to  be  drawn  in  &^ 
of  Thomas  Armour,  viz. 
To  Peter  Schlemmer,  for  victualling  the  militia  on  their  march  to  V^' 

Jersey, Hotturs,  43  43-9a»s^ 

To  Frederick  Rummol,  for  ditto,               -  -  -  65  49 

To  William  Thompson,  victualling^  ^n.  Lee's  guard,  -  50  71 

To  Elizabeth  Kuntz,  victualling  mditia,  &c.  -  -  64  51 

To  George  Stahe,  for  ditto,            -            -  -  *  -  86  54 

To  Adam  Gartner,  ditto,  and  sick  soldiers,  -  -  260  86 
To  sundries  for  supplying  the  militia,  and  general  Lee's  guard,    47  49 

To  Elizabeth  Robinson,  for  ditto,               -  -  .  1^48 

To  Andrew  Nebbenger,  for  ditto,              -  -  -  39  8^ 

To  Godlup  Zegel,  for  ditto,  to  gen.  Lee's  guard,  -  -  9  19 

To  Zacharias  Sturgent,  for  ditto,              *  -  •  8  67 

To  Martin  Brenesey,  for  ditto,      -            -  -  -  40 

To  Frederick  Rumble,  for  ditto,               -  -  *  7^55 

To  Jacob  Bushong,  for  ditto,         -            -  -  .  5B  fff    * 

To  Daniel  Kyser,  for  ditto,           -            -  .  .  29  66 

To  And.  Horzeg,  for  repairing  arms  of  ditto,  -  -  23  15 

The  whole  amounting  to        -        JDoUars,  913  43-90*1 
To  Baltzar  Spangler,  and  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Armour,  for  ^^^^^ 

part  of  gen.  Lee's  guard,  nursing  in  the  small-pox,  &c.  at  York-town,  •«" 

provisions  to  militia,  158  dollars  and  12-90th8 :  .   ^ 

To  lieut.  Francis  Nichols,  of  the  late  capt  Hendrick's  coinp«DJ»  '*"  ^ 

months'  pay  extraordinary  to  the  following  officers,  viz.  ^.  onibi. 

To  the  late  captain  Hendricks,  killed  at  the  assault  of  Quebec  $  53  30-SU^ 
To  lieutenant  John  M*Cleland,  who  died  on  the  march  to  ditto,    ^ 
To  the  said  lieutenant  Nichols,  .  .  .  S6 

For  the  use  of  the  executors  of  capt.  Hendrick's  inlisting  roo- 

ney,  when  the  company  was  rabed,  85,  at  1  dollar  and  1-Sd  each,  H^  ^ 


The  whole  amounting  to 


J 
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Kere  should  be  adTanced  to  lieut.  Francig  NicboU/for  the  purpose  of 
k.e  soldiers  of  his  company  returned  from  Quebec,  the  sum  of  1753 
nd   S0-90th8,  until  he  can  settle  the^  accounts  of  the  company  i  for 

is  to  be  chaq^d : 
S€l,  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

^d.  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  treasury : 
AemberSy  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr.  Smith. 

ecret  committee  brought  in  a  report  on  the  distribution  of  the  cargo 
rived  at  Providence,  Rhode-Islana,  in  U\ebrig  Happy  Return ;  Where- 

y^d^  jrhat  a  copy  of  the  invoice  of  the  cloths  and  blankets  be  sent  to 
Rf  ifflin,  quarter-roaster  general,  with  an  order  to  Messrs.  Browns,  of 
sland,  to  deliver  the  whole  to  his  order,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to 
quarter-master  general,  to  have  the  cloths  immediately  made  up  for 
ers,  either  in  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  or  hj  the  taylors  in  the  army, 
>e  thought  best  by  general  Washineto'n  and  himself: 
^Messrs.  Browns  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  continental  agent,  at 
island,  the  remaining  part  of  the  cargo,  with  orders  to  ftppl/  the  lead, 
flints,  muskets  and  powder,  to  the  use  of  the  continental  frigates  and 
,  or  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  wanted  for  that  service,  and  the  rest 
Ln  for  future  orders : 

the  said  agent  be  directed  to  buy  as  much  good  fat  beef  and  pork,  as 
^ured  by  the  salt  in  his  possession,  for  the  use  of  the  navv : 

the  agent  be  directed  to  forward  the  sulphur  of  the  said  cargo  to  the 
mills  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode -Islana,  and  the  five  tons  of  salt- 
brmerly  sent  by  Coneress  from  Philadelphia  to  Rhode -Island,  from 
to  the  powder-mills  of  Messrs.  Livingston  and  Wisner,  on  the  North* 
.n  the  state  of  New -York,  to  be  manufactured  into  gun-powder,  for  the 
ntal  service. 

Ivedt  That  40,000  dollars  be  sent  to  R.  Dallam,  esq.  deputy  pay -master 
,  for  the  use  of  the  flying-camp  and  militia ;  he  to  be  accountable, 
several  matters  to  tins  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
turned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  16,  1776. 

Iter,  of  the  9th,  from  £.  Pendleton,  speaker  of  the  assembly  of  Virginia; 

the  1 1th,  from  T.  Jefferson,  were  read  : 
,  a  letter  of  the  12th,  from  Jos.  Trumbull,  wherein  he  informs  Congress, 

has  empowered  Carpenter  Wharton  to  purchase  salt  to  the  westward  of 
ersey,  and  as  much  pork,  for  the  use  of  the  army,  as  salt  can  be  had  for, 
luests  that  Mr.  Wharton  may  be  supplied  with*  such  sums  of  money  as 
t  necessary  for  this  purpose,  and  charged  to  the  accounts  of  him  the  said 
inbull : 

}lved.  That  Mr.  Wharton  be  supplied  accordingly. 
dved^  That  16,803  dollars  ana  6-90Uis  be  paid  to  brigadier-general 
I,  or  order,  and  chareed  to  the  account  of  Jon.  Trumbull,  iun.  Esq.  de- 
ay -master  general  in  uie  northern  department ;  the  same  bcins  in  full  of  a 
it  in  his  favor,  by  John  Pierce,  assistant  pay -master,  in  behalf  of  the  said 
Vumbull,  dated  Albany,  October  7, 1776,  for  so  much  stopped  for  him 
he  pay  of  the  several  regiments  at  Ticondero^,  by  the  said  pay-master, 
igress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissary  of  clothing  for  the . 
•rn  army;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 
irge  Measam  was  elected. 
oivei.  That  George  Measam*  be  allowed  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  major 

continental  service. 

olved.  That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  northern  department,  appoint. 
le  persons  to  appraise,  on  oath,  and  deliver  to  the  said  commissary,  all 
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articles  of  clothing  there,  beloBgins  to  the  United  States,  and  traasKit  haiR- 
ceipts,  with  the  appraisement,  to oie  treasniyHiffice  in  Philadelphia: 

That  the  said  commissarj  emploj  suitable  persons  to  make  the  cladiiiie,al 
add  to  die  appraised  value  of  the  goods,  the  cnarges  of  making;  and  that  keie- 
liver  the  same  to  the  regimental  pay-masters,  agreeable  to  the  ordeis  kcmj 
receive  from  the  commander  aforesaid. 

Besolvtd,  That  general  Washin|;ton  be  empowered  to  afipoint  a  coMaiiiiiij 
of  clodiing  for  the  armj  under  his  immediate  comnaBd,  aad  thathebeal» 
empowered  to  appoint  a  deputy  muster nnaster  for  the  iying-camp. 

kesolvedf  That  one  ton  of  powder  be  sent  to  North-Carolina,  for  the  oe  if 
fte  continental  forces  in  that  state. 
A  letter,  of  the  1st  of  October,  from  John  Roche,  was  read: 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  aiarineconimitteey  and  that  thej  do  tkot- 
in  what  they  shall  think  proper. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  rqport  of  die  committee  on  the  tiakd 
the  prisoners ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedj  That  William  Livinesten,  esq.  governor  of  NewJersej,  bea- 
formed,  diat  Congress  have  considered  his  letter  relative  to  certain  prianm 
confined  in  Somerset  eaol,  and  being  unacquainted  either  with  their  ckaracteii 
or  the  causes  of  their  bein^  apprehended,  request  him  to  enquire ints  tlieatf^ 
and  report  to  Congress  their  names  and  characters : 

That  soldiers  and  sailors,  confined  in  gaol,  be  hereafter  allowed  one  Mtv 
and  id  a  week ;  the  allowance  of  one  dollar  being  found  insufficient  iM  «?- 
port  them  comfortably. 
Resolved^  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted. 
The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  B.  MtrahaHli 
Brothers,  and  certain  propositions  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  braigH 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  what  relates  to  B.  Marshall  &  Brothers  be  pos^wied  ii 
Wednesday  the  23d  instant 

Besolvea,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  court  of  MassadnK^ 
Bay,  to  give  the  continental  agent  the  full  weight  of  their  iniueoce  is  ^ 
the  frigate  Hancock  ready  for  sea  immediately ;  that  whatever  expeaie  liall 
accrue  to  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  either  for  procuring  gons  or  other 
stores  for  fitting  the  said  fri^te,  shall  be  reimbursed  on  demand ;  and  that,  u 
directing  the  cruise  of  the  said  frigate,  the  Congress  will  pay  all  the  regtH  to 
the  protection  of  the  commerce  or  Massachusetts-Bay,  that  the  zealoftbt 
state,  in  the  common  cause, Justly  entities  it  to. 

A  |)etition  from  capt.  C.  Roberts  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Walton,  Mr. 
Hopkinson,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  who  are  directed  to  enquire  into  the  filctBtke(^ 
in  set  forth,  and  report  to  Congress. 

A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  d'Antignac  was  read,  and  referred  to  tK 

board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  D.  Campbell  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  aepartmeot  betK- 

sired  to  confinh  or  disapprove  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  on  cfii^^  ^| 

Campbell,  as  he,  upon  mature  judgment,  shall  think  pn^r,  and  report  to  t«B- 

Whereas  sundry  prizes  have  been  heretofore  taken  by  Ae  cruiMrt «»» 
out  by  general  Washington,  at  the  continental  expense,  and  on  ^^'^^"^"r  |!. 
counts,  and  no  accounts  thereof  have  yet  been  rendered  by  the  ■8®°^,*J^!1 
ceived  and  sold  the  said  prizes;  and,  wherea8,a  just  distribution  of  such  m*2 
of  the  said  prizes  as  are  due  to  the  officers  and  men,  agreeable  to  tbemles«»» 
regulations  of  Congress,  ou^ht  to  be  made ;  ,.^. 

Resolved,  That  tiie  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  order  soch  oO^ 
bution  of  the  said  prize-money  amongst  the  parties  interested  ^^^^^^*'^» 
that  they  recover  from  the  said  agonts  the  continental  share  of  all  the  said  pn»»' 
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the  preseat  continental  agents  do  account  with  the  marine  committee' 
Le  to  time,  for  the  continental  share  of  aU  prizes  received  and  sold  by 
nd  that  they  pay  the  amount  of  such  prizes  to  the  order  of  the  stiu 

the'  said  asents  make  just  distributions  of  the  shares  in  all  prizes  that 

n  to  the  bfficers  and  crews  of  the  continental  ships  of  war,  agreeable 

Liles  and  regulations  of  Congress,  as  soon  after  the  sales  of  each 'prize 

>le: 

the  marine  committee  apply  all  ^e  prize-money  they  receive  frem  the 

to  the  service  of  the  marine  departmentp  and  hereafter  render  accounts 

to  Congress : 

the  marine  committee  report,  from  thne  to  time,  all  sums  of  money 
^eive  for  prizes  to  the  treasury,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  charged 
account  in  the  treasury-books. 

committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due,  1 

ipt.  Sion  Martindale  and  lieutenant  Moses  Turner,  for  tlieir  pay  and 
from  the  1st  of  January  to-  the  14th  of  October,  1776,  the  sum  of  572 
B  dollars. 

*edf  That  the  said  account  be  paid, 
ie  veral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
irned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Oetoher  17, 1776. 

:ition  from  Henry  Keppele  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  setting 
lat  he  hath  entered  an  appeal  against  the  sentence  passekl  on  the  ship 
Dg- Peggy,  and  praying  that  a  convenient  'day  may  be  assigned  for  hear- 
said  appeal :  * 

Ivedy  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed j  with  foH  pow^r  to  hear 
;ermine  upon  said  appeal : 

members  chosen,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Pame,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Smithy 
.  Wilson.  , . 

Ived,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  review  such  of  the  re- 
IS  of  Congress  as  relate  to  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  prizes,  and 
w  hat  alterations  or  additions  should  Im  made  respecting  the  same : 

members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr. 
i^tou. 

tition  from  Carpenter  Wharton  was  read : 
Ivedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania. 
Ived,  That  a  commissary  be  appointed  to  supply  the  battalion,  command- 
>lonel  Mackay,  with  provisions ;  the  ballots  being  taken, 
aim  Blaine,  esq.  was  elected. 

Ived,  That  Francis  Lewis,  jun.be  permitted  to  go  to  the  state  of  New- 
'ith  Mr.  Poxcroft. 

committee,  to  whom  the  report  on  the  sate  of  the  prisoners  in  the  gaol 
idelphia,  was  re-committed,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  taken 
isideration ;  Whereupon, 

ived.  That  the  prisoners  from  North-Carolina  be  permitted  to  return 
families,  if  the  convention  of  that  state  shall  be  of  opinion  they  may  so 
[lout  danger  to  that  or  any  other  of  the  United  States ;  and,  in  the  mean 
lat  bedding,  blankets,  and  other  necessaries,  be  fumislied  the  gaoler,  by 
ease,  for  the  use  of  such  prisoners  as  are  unprovided  with  them : 

capt.  M*Kenzie  be  permitted  to  apply  to  the  state  , of  North  Carolina 
rty  to  return  there ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that  he  be  allowed  ten  dol- 
bear  his  expenses  to  Lancaster  county : 

;  lieutenant  M'Clean,  an  half-pay  officer,  taken  in  Canadti,  be  permitted 
le  at  Reading  on  bis  parole. 

Vol..  £.      tiv- I  ^6  ,'.:*• 
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JUaolved^  That  a  committoe  of  intelligeoce  be  appointad  to  aalect  and  npt 
such  authentic  accounts,  as  are,  from  time  to  tine,  rectived  bj  Coomii,if 
the  state  of  the  armies  and  nav^  of  the  United  States,  as  they  shsU  jijp 
proper  to  be  published  bj  authontj  of  Congress : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Hopktassn. 

Resolvtdt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  plan  far  the  bttter 
regulating  the  treasury  board : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  HopkinsoiL 

Mr.  Duche  having,  by  letter,  informed  the  president,  that  the  state  of  lus 
health,  and  bis  parochial  duties,  were  such,  as  obliged  him  to  decline  the  Ims* 
our  of  continuing  chaplain  to  Congress, 

Xetohed,  That  the  president  return  the  thank*  of  this  bouse  to  the  Sr. 
Mr.  Duche,  for  the  devout  and  acceptable  manner  in  which  he  dischaned  kh 
duty  during  .the  time  he  officiated  as  chaplain  to  it ;  and  that  150  dolfaft  be 
presented  to  him,  as  an  acknowleda^ent  from  the  house  of  his  servicef • 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  captain  A.H.  Brice,  for  his  allowance  as  an  oScer-prisoner,  fron  19i 
April,  to  irth  October,  1776,  inclusive,  being  26  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  ved; 
5£  dollars: 

To  captain  Thomas  Hesketh,  for  his  allowance  from  fiOth  July  to  19di  Oc 
tober,  1 3  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  26  dollars ; 

To  Georj;e  Haas,  for  the  hire  of hb  wagon  and  his  expenses  with  money  ftoa 
Philadelphia  to  Boston,  the  sum  of  131  24-90  dollars : 

To  dMonel  Hausegcer,  for  the  expenses  of  himself  and  two  prisoner!  tit^ 
Ticonderoga  to  Philadelphia,  57  9-90  dollars : 

To  capt*  Matthew  Smith,  to  be  paid  to  lieut.  ArchUNild  Steel,  for  iMbH 
hia  company,  consbting  of  80  men,  at  1  dollar  and  id  each,  106  60-90  daUui : 

*rhat  the^  have  examiiied  the  accounts  exhibited  by  lieut.  Archibald  Steel, 
of  capt.  Smith's  company,  for  the  pay  of  34  officers,  and  of  adjutant  Ciiriftiii 
« 1^.       ,  1         .  .^    .         Qountingto  '^^ 

>ral  and  12 

. -. ,  amounting 

retained)  of  which  he  received  from  Mr.  J.  Mease,  the  sum  of  314  30*90  » 
lars,  which  leaves  a  balance  dueto  the  said  Steel  of  1261  dollars : 

That  there  b  due,  to  Geoige  Steyer,  for  linens  furnished,  and  to  be  cbtrp 
to  capt  John  Nelson  for  the  use  of  his  company,  24  dollars : 

To  Adam  Zantzinger,  for  the  hire  of  two  wasons,  and  the  expense ««» 
escort  of  light-horse  with  money  from  Philadel[£b  to  the  camp,  near  N^* 
York,  150  60-90  dollars : 

To  William  Clayton,  for  provisions  supplied  militia  on  their  marek  to  Net- 
Jersey,  24  27-90  dollars : 

To  John  Bates,  for  499  camp-kettles  delivered  by  him  toGustavns  B^fi^ 
assistant  to  the  deputy  quarter-master  general,  665  30-90  dollars:  . 

To  William  Bentlejr»  to  be  paid  to  col.  Strieker,  for  provbions  suppued  tne 
YirBfinia  troops  on  their  march,  17  54-90  dollars : 

To  Joseph  Bentlev,  for  provisions  supplied  the  militia  and  flyiDg-c•l"^ 
tlieir  marcn  to  New-iersey,  19  72-90  dollars:  u  nkim 

To  Nicholas  Bazin,  a  CVnadbn  prisoner,  for  his  allowance  from  3d  ^^^ 
17th  Oct9ber,  b  32  weeks  and  5-7ths,at  2  dollars  a  week,  65  38-90  dolurs- 

Orikred^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-nuNrrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  18, 1776.  .   . 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con«id«i*°"' 
Whereupon,  .  ^^. 

Resolved,  That  Thaddens^KdBCinszko  be  appomted  an  engineer  m  tn« 
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the  United  States,  with  the  pay  of  sixty  doiUrs  a  month*  and  tiie  rank 

lel. 

ommittee  to  whom  the  petition  of  col.  M.  Hazen  was  referred,  bnmg^t 

report,  which  was  read. 

everal  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed; 

Lrned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  21,  1776. 

ber,  of  the  14th  and  17th,  from  R.  Harrison,  the  general's  secretary; 

the  18th,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Arnold,  and  other  papers ;  two,  of  the  17th  and  19th,  from  sen.  Mer- 

id  one  from  Kenneth  Hankanson,  captain  of  a  vessel  stranded  on  the 

ibore,  were/ laid  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

'-^d.  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

ber  of  the  Idth,  from  R.  Dallam,  was  also  read ;  Whereupon, 

ved.  That  19,740  dollars  be  paid  to  GustaTQS  Risberg,  assistant  to  the 

c^uarter-master  general  for  the  flying  camp,  and  charged  to  the  account 

Gild  R.  Dallam : 
500,000  dollars  be  sent  to  Jon.  Trumbull,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  ge- 

»r  the  northern  department : 
2,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  and 

i  to  that  state. 

ter,  of  the  5th,  from  colonel  James  Easton,  was  read. 

lecret  committee  having  informed  Coneress  that  a  vessel  was  arrived  in 

ampshire,  with  a  cargo  on  account  of  me  continent,  among  wluch  was 

ity  of  flints,  it  was  thereupon, 

Ivedj  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  order  30,000  of  the  said 

I  general  Schuyler,  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department, 

i  remainder  to  general  Washington,  for  the  use  of  the  army  under  his 

ate  command. 

:ter,  of  the  20th,  from  general  Green,  was  read  : 

^red^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be  directed 

f  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  loan  of  as  many  ear- 
as  thej  can  spare,  which  are  to  be  sent,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to 

I  Washington,  and  that  they  take  the  most  effectual  measures  to  have  a 

nt  quantity  of  cartridges  made  up  in  Philadelphia,  and  forwarded  to 

I  Washington. 

Ived,  Thai  the  powder  in  the  magazine  be  kept  for  fte  noblic  service. 

rress  being  informed  that  there  is,  at  the  lean  mines  in  Virginia,  a  quan- 

lead  for  the  use  of  the  continent, 

Ived,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  give  orders  to  have  it  brought 

Edelphia. 

emorial  from  Monsieur  Dorre  was  presented  to  Congress  and  read :    - 

Ted,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

tter,  of  the  20th,  from  R.  Harrison,  enclosing  copies  of  letters  from  gen. 

ind  general  Arnold,  of  the  15th,  and  one  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the 

ilso,  one  of  the  16th,  from  general  Schuyler,  and  one  of  the  IQth,  from 

vention  of  New-York,  being  received,  Were  read  : 

iredt  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

board  of  war  brouglit  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ; 

iupon, 

dved,  Tliat  the  deputy  commissary-general  in  Virginia  be  directed  t6 

:ontracts  for  the  supply  of  the  troops  in  that  department,  provided  they 

made  at  a  rate  not  eaceeding  eight  pence,  Virfpnia  currency,  a  ration^ 

itractors  to  have  the  use  of  the  public  wagons  on  any  motion  or  march  of 

ly,  from  the  place  or  places  where  stationed : 

t  the  commander  in  oiief  of  each  department  bo  empowered^  at  the  iit- 
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•tanceof  the  conniiurj-generaly  or  bis  deputies,  to  cm^ 
under  him  or  them,  at  such  salary  or  wages  es  he  sbdl  tkuk  adna 
he  may  think  the  senrice,  from  time  to  time,  requires : 

That  the  rations  allowed  to  the  several  offi<:erB  en  the  stdTu  de  i 
United  States,  npt  heretofore  settled,  be  as  follows,  and  tint  &  ^ 
missarr  of  Virg;inia  be  informed  thereof: 

To  the  depntjr  commissarj-general,  6  rations  ;  depotj  quhcr-tf 
ral,  6  do.  depotj  pay-master  general,  6  do.  depstv  adjotuts^/ 
deputy  muster-nuster  geiMral,  6  do.  depoty  jndge  adTscate, Ska 
do.  regimental  surseon,  5  do.  surgemi's  mate,  2  do.  that  ^^ 
safj -general  of  Virginia  be  allowed  his  reaaonable  tia?eUiB|de 
settlal  by  the  treasury  board. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  thej  have  exusiiw^^^ 
accounts  paid  by  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  by  order  oi  t 
amounting  to  687  27-90  dollars ;  of  which  he  receiTcd,  by  tiie  vtm^ 
rant,  500  dollars,  and  there  remains  due  to  him  187  27-90  dolian. 

I 

For  parchment  for  the  use  of  the  treasury  office,  -         -     ' 

George  Hofottle's  account  for  15  of  the  militia, 

John  Sparhawk's  account  forouills,  paper4>ooks,  &c.for  ibem^ 

the  commissioners  sent  to  ^bany,     *  - 

Henry  Deering's  account  for  entertaining  militia, 
Andrew  Smith's  account  for  do.  -  -  -         * 

Joseph^  Sheerer's  account  for  do.  paid  T.  Wypna 
John  Droit,  for  Bernard  Romans'  order,  to  be  chaiged  to  tbe  sin 

Romans,       ..-...- 
Conrad  Alster's  account  for  entertaiainsmilitiay 
Philip  Upright's  do.  for  do.  and  guard  of  powder  to  Viigiaii,    - 
John  Nice's  do.  for  do.  .  .  .  -         • 

Levi  HolUngsworth's  account  for  escorting  money  to  Ambof , 
William' Perkins,  for  supplies  to  troops. 
Porterage  of  a  box  with  the  Massachusetts  papers  ' 

Captain  Read's  account  of  expenses  of  his  company  on  dieir  mva 

to  camp,  -  -  -  -  -  -        \; 

Captain  Wheely's  account  of  do.  -  -     •      - 

Captain  M*Kenzie,  for  subsistence, 

M.  Jjotbiner,  a  French  chaplain,  one  month's  pay  and  rstisD^    '  |. 

Benjamin  Condy,  for  cake-ink,  -  - 

Thread  for  the  use  of  the  office,  -  - 

Secretary  Peter's  order  for  transporting  lieutenant  Syme»'»bjgPP 

Allen  McDonald,  sen.  Allen  McDonald,  jun.  Aleiander  H'Doiu^ 

Rennel  McDonald,  for  three  weeks'  allowance  to  theffls«i«'^'^< 

two  servants,  to  24th  September,  -  •  * 

William  Ross's  account  of  subsistence  to  miliUa,  -        '  ; 

Valentine  Yanholfs  account  frf         do.-  -  '        ]   ; 

R.  Lumsden,  for  wood,  haulins,  and  sawing,        -  *        '  /: 

John  Streeper's  account  for  subsisting  militia, 
Postage  of  a  letter  from  Ticonderoga,       *  -  '       '  Vi 

M.  Lotbiner,  one  month's  pay  and  rations,  •  I  l*   frts 

Allen  M'Donald,  for  the  hire  of  a  woman-servant,  allowed  m  «"^  j^ 


the  4th  June  to  24th  September,  16  weeks,        -  ^ 

Johh  M'KinKie,  a  prisoner  from  North-Carolina,  his  sllowioce  tn^ 

20th  September  to  I7th  October,  4  weeks,         -  *    .  r^. 

Bortbolomew  Van  Heer's  accouAt  of  disbursements  to  the  trvp'''  ^^ 

nada,  and  6  months'  pay  as  lieutenant  -  •         '  L.iaoa. 

Uriah  Forrest,  captain  of  a  company  in  •colonel  Irvine'*  "^"J^ 

Itirnishing  66  men,  Jioli-eonijnissi0Bed  officers  and  fffHi^* 
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^ns^from  Annapolis  to  Philadelphia,  115mile9,at  ld«  amile, 
ilso  to  on^  captain  and  three  sukialternfl,  115  miles  at  9d. 

In  the  whole,    121  35 


Total,    687  27 
Of  which  received,    500 


The  balance  due,  187  27 
lere  is  doe  to  Robert  Jewel,  for  the  maintenance  of  state  prisoners  in 
^ol,  and  for  ctfhdlea,  &c.  489  43-90  dollars: 
late  captain  William  Hendrick's  company,  and  to  be  paid  to  lieut* 
Nichols  of  the  said  compaDy,  for  the  balance  of  an  account  for  their 
»  lost  at  the  storm  of  Quebec,  hunting-shirts,  &c.  1622  22-90  dollars : 
•  Pollard,  for  the  expenseof  himself  and  others  of  the  light-horse,  as 
ivith  money  from  Philadelphia  to  New-York  and  Boston,  291  57-90 

:^ob  Hartmaiv  for  the  hire  of  his  wagon  brindn^  the  baggage  of  the 
1  from  Canada,  from  Elizabeth-town  to  Philadelphia,  16  60-90  dollars': 
in  Hall  and  Samuel  Parker,  for  cleansing  and  repairing  200  muskets 
c»nets,  scabbards,  &c.  for  the  German  battalion,  215  78-90  dollars : 
»xe,  Furman  &  Coxe,  for  carriajB;eof  powder  from  Philadelphia  to  Yir- 
d  the  pay  of  captain  Matthias  for  taking  charge  ot  uie  same,  233  81-90 

ed.  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

ess  took  into  consideration  the  form  of  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  the 

n  the  service  of  the  continent,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

,  do  acknowledge  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America,  namely, 

impshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  New- York, 
rsey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Yirginia,  North-Carolina, 
arolina,  ana  Geoma,  to  be  free,  inaependent,  and  sovereign  states, 
lare,  that  the  people  thereof  owe  no  allegiance  or  obediefnce  to  George 
d  king  of  Great-Britain ;  and  I  renounce,  refuse  and  abjure  any  alle- 
>r  obedience  to  him  ;  and  I  do  swear,  that  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my 
support,  maintain,  and  defend  the  said  United  States  against  the  said* 
eorge  the  third,  and  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  his  or  their  abettors, 
its  and  adherants;  and  will  serve  the  said  United  States  in  the  office 
— ,  which  I  now  hold,  and  in  an^  other  office  which  I  may  hereafter 
their  appointment,  or  under  their  authority,  with  fidelity  and  honor, 
:ordins  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  understanding.  So  help  me  God.'' 
Ived,  That  every  officer  who  holds,  or  shall  hereafter  hold,  a  commis- 
office  from  Congress,  shall  subscribe  the  above  declaration,  and  take 
^goingoath. 

lt>ed,  That  100,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  deputy  pay-master  general  in 
a. 

several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
»umed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Octoher  dS,  1776. 

tter  from  general  Mifflin  to  captain  Falkner  was  laid  before  Congress 
ad : 

ered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they  be  di- 
to  engage,  and  send  to  head-quarters,  a  skilful,  active  wharf-builder^ 
iroper  assistants : 

!  members  chosen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Ross* 
i  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 


5S6  JOURNALS  OP  GONGUESS*  1776. 


To  Monsieur  a  H.  Rottviile,  his  servmnt  P.  H.  BeaabMiiB,  J.  B.  U.4e 
Rouville,  Joseph  de  Jarlais,  and  Joseph  and  Gabriel  Heiter»  far  tinir  li- 
lowaace  from  the  ISth  of  Juljto  the  18th  of  Oetober,  1776, 186  60-90dftll»: 

That  tbej  have  examined  the  accounts  of  D.  S.  Frmnks  for  sumIij  mk 
supplied  the  army  in  Canada,  amounting  to  S748  84-90  dollars;  of  wbdfe 
received  a  warrant  of  the  Tth  of  SeptemMr,  for  1600  dollars,  and  tibat  tkni 
a  balance  now  due  to  him  of  2148  84-90  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  Nathan  Sellers,  for  a  paper-Bioiald»  letters  aadborfai, 
S9  dollars : 

'  That  there  should  be  advanced  to  coK  HoUingsworth,  the  8«m  o(  1626  G^ 
QOths  dollars,  for  supplies  of  rations,  and  wagons  for  the  Virginia  hattaliiBi, 
from  the  Ilead-of-ElIc  to  Chester ;  he  to  be  accountable: 

Ordered^  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  ccasidcnte; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  I1iat  general  Schuyler's  application  to  the  eUstern  statef,  aidti 
the  state  of  New  York,  for  their  militia,  is  approred: 

Tha,t  the  resolution  for  sending  home  the  Canadians,  be  suspended  till  &r* 
tlier  orders : 

That  the  board  of  war  order  the  seyeral  prisoners,  in  Pbiladel|Jui,  l»  At 
places  of  their  destination,  and  that  thej  write  to  the  several  committoc^fb 
nave  the  charge  of  prisoners,  not  to  suffer  them  to  m  bejond  the  tamiiil' 
lowed  them,  nor  to  permit  any  of  them  to  come  to  Pmladelphia,  withostlon 
first  obtained  from  tlie  board  of  war. 

Resolved^  That  Mrs.  Antil,  with  her  cirild,  and  nster.  Miss  ColdeB,lieDer* 
mitted  to  go  to  general  Mercer,  who  is  desired  to  permit  them  to  procciiit* 
New -York,  taking  especial  care,  that  thej  carry  no  intelligence  to  the  escij* 

The  secret  committee  reported,  that  the  cargo  lately  arrived  at  Portisiii^ 
in  the  brig  Marquis  of  Kildare,  captain  Palmer,  consists  of  thefollowiagv* 
tides,  via.  5000  lb  powder,  250  small  arms,  100,000  flints,  4000  yards  of  imU 
canvass,  4  to  500  jackets,  100  knapsacks,  100  leggins,  80  large  niga>  SU1» 
of  woollens,  Ibale  of  linens,  and  10  tons  of  lead;  Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  the  powder,  100  small  arms,  2000  flints,  part  of  the  aDna, 
80 rugs,  and  part  of  the  lead,  be  applied  by  the  continental  agent  tas^^ 
of  the  continental  frigate  Rawleigh : 

That  60,000  flints  be  sent  to  general  Washington : 

That  38,000  flints,  150  small  arms,  100  knapsacks,  100  leggings*  u^l  8^ 
tX  lead,  be  sent  to  the  northern  army,  under  general  Schayler  and  gsacni 
Gates:  . 

That  the  remainder  of  the  canvass  be  made  into  tents,  -and  seat  ^  ^ 
northern  army  ;  .  . 

That  the  jackets,  if  fit  for  soldiers,  be  sent  to  the  northern  amy;  "  ^^ 
atilors,  that  they  be  distributed  amongst  the  continental  frigates  at  Portta^* 
and  Boston:  .   x^ 

That  the  two  bales  of  woollens  be  made  up  into  soldier's  clothes,  w^ 
nortliemarmy:  ,  ^ 

That  the  bale  of  linens,  if  fit  for  soldiers'  shirts,  or  other  WV^^^il^^t, 
army,  be  made  up,  and  sent  to  the  northern  army ;  if  not  suitable  for  pob^ 
that  diey  be  sold  to  the  best  advantage.  PibertSy 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Chtnes  n*^ 
brousht  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  disagreed  to. 
The  several  matters  to  tliis  day  referred*  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Odoher  23, 1776.  ^^ 

Congress  being  informed,  that  a  vessel  from  London  to  i^^on^^f^ 
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8»  AOMBg  which  gre  a  qwmtitj  of  blankets  and  coaree  cLuths,  fit  for 
oiothing,  was  latelj  taken,  and  broaght  to  Rhode-Island : 
>e(£,  Xhat  gOT.  Cooke  be  requested  iminediateljr  to  purchase,  at  con- 
eiLpense,  for  the  use  of  the  army  under  gen.  Wasninirton,  all  the  said 
a.ocl  cloths;  that  the  blankets  toe  sent  to  general  Washington,  and 
iS  made  up,  aereeable  to  the  directions  of  Urigadier-generid  Mifflin, 
master  general. 

*«(£»  Tl'bat  the  committee  of  clothing  forward  die  above  resolution,  and 
t  ^enend  Washington  and  brigadier-  general  Mtfiiin  therewith. 
veti  Xhat  two  more  brigadier  eenerals  be  appointed : 
ballots  being  taken,  colonel  Wilfiam  Maxwell,  and  colonel  William 
>od,  were  elected. 

\ik  resolutions,  passed  by  the  conveiition  of  Maryland,  respecting  the 
the  eight  battalions  allotted  to  their  state,  were  laid  before  Congress, 
i  -. 

red.  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are  directed  to 
in  ans'wer  thereto. 

members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Pkine  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 
Ived^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  to  consider  in  what  way 
De  Roche  Fermoy  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  continent : 
;  the  application  in  favour  of  lieutenant  Von  Hederich  be  referred  to  the 
f  war: 

:  Samuel  Fairlsmb's  account  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury, 
committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
Joseph  Borden,  esq.  for  wasona^e^  boat-hire,  &c.  transporting  carpen- 
id  their  haggage  from  Philadelphia  to  Powleshook,  after  deducting  two 
,  and  the  sum  of  23  30-90  dollars,  for  the  hire  of  a  four-horse  team  of 
m  Alien,  deducted  for  want  of  a  voucher,  and  two  dollars  paid  by  capt. 
rp,  94doHas. 

.1  they  have  examined  the  account  of  Eiihu  Spencer,  for  his  salary,  as  a 
nary  to  North-Carolina,  from  the  14th  of  December,  1775^  to  the  4th  of 
17769  being  4  months  and  21  days,  at  40  dollars  a  moiOh^  186  45-90 
s. 

It  the  said  missionary  ought  to  be  allowed.  In  addition  to  his  salary,  16 
s  per  month,  which  is  75  18-90  dollars : 

it  he  received,  a  warrant  of  the  20th  of  December  last,  for  120  dollars, 
lat  there  is  now  due  to  him,  tlie  sum  of  141  63-90  dollars, 
at  there  is  due  to  Alexander  M* Whorter,  missionary  to  North-Carolina 
e  like  time,  at  the  salary  of  40  dollars,  and  allowance  of  16  dollars  a 
1,  after  deducting  120  dollars  he  received,  the  sum  of  141  63-90  dollars: 
at  there  is  due  to  adjutant  Christian  Ferbiger  and  lieutenant  ArcMbald 
,  and  to  be  paid  to  the  latter,  for  2  months'  extraordinary  pay  to  Ferbiger« 
dollars  and  1 -3d,       -  •  -  .  Dofis.  36  60-90ths. 

r  two  months'  ditto,  to  Steel,  as  lieutenant,  at  18  dollars,      36 
r  8  months'  22  days,  to  ditto,  as  adjutant,  from  the  9th  of 
imber,  to  the  1st  of  August,  1776,  at  18  dollars  and  l-3d,     160  i0-90th8» 

The  whole  amounting  to  -  DoUs.  232  70-90th8. 
lat  there  is  due  to  John  Dunlap,  for  97  reams  of  cartridge  paper,  sent  to 
mderoga,  323  dollars  and  30-90th8 : 

0  Alexander  Rutherford,  for  100  bayonet  scabbards  supplied  captain  R. 
ner,  of  the  5th  Virginia  refi;iment,  40  dollars : 

0  captain  Hendrick  SmocR,  for  expenses  of  a  u;uard  and  prisoners^  from 
l-ouarters,  New-Jersey,  to  Philadelphia,  44  dolurs  and  18-90ths: 
o  Rene  0.  H.  de  Rouville,  a  Canadian  prisoner,  for  his  allowance  from 
1 6th  January  to  13th  July  last,  25  weoks  and  5-7ths,  at  2  dollars  a  week, 
ioliars  and  38-90ths : 


n 


5£8  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS.  177e. 


For  his  servant's  ailoifraDce,  25  weeks  and  5-7ths,  S4  dollan  and  £5-90lW: 
Amountiiig  to  85  dollars  and  63>90ths : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Upon  application  of  the  delegates  ot  Delaware, 

Besolvedf  That  120  dollars  he  advanced  to  captain  John  Woodgate,  of  cals- 
nel  Patterson^s  battalion,  he  to  accoant  for  the  same  with  the  pajHsaster  of  de 
said  battalion. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tlie'petiiioi 
of  colonel  M.  Hazen;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  966  dollars  and  2-Sds  be  paid  to  colonel  Mases 
Hazen,  for  his  farming,  smith's  and  potash,  carpenters,  joiners,  coopers,  and 
stave-maker's  tools,  and  for  anchors  and  cables,  said  to  be  taken  bj,  and  appro- 
priated to,  the  use  of  the  army  under  general  Montgomerj : 

That  the  regiment  under  the  command  of  the  said  colonel  Hazen,  reaMin  on 
the  original  establishment  thereof,  and  be  recruited  to  its  full  complement  in 
any  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  as  it  was  upon  these  terms  he  entered  into 
the  service,  and  the  said  regiment  cannot  be  said  to  belong  to  an j  particular 
state,  nor  to  be  any  additional  expense  in  the  mode  of  officering  the  same* 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,'  October  24, 1776. 

A  petition  from  William  Moore  and  one  from  William  Rigg^  were  presented 
to  Congress,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee ;  and  that  the  aid 
committee  furnish  them  with  subsistence  during  flieir  residence  in  Philadelphia. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  Samuel  Horlock  and  —  Jlavingstaas 
esq.  for  leave  to  go  to  Boston,  and  from  thence  back  to  New-York  : 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted  them  on  giving  their  parole. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  153  dollars  and  l-Sd,  be  drawn  on  the  treasorer 
in  favor  of  R.  Peters,  Esq.  secretary  to  the  board  of  war,  to  pay  for  a  light 
wagon  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Congress,  and  that  he  be  empowered  to 
purchase  another  light  wagon. 

Resolved,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  ^>pointed  tocea- 
tract  with,  and  send  an  active  wharf-builder,  and  proper  assistants  to  general 
Washington,  for  the  use  of  the  said  wharf- builders. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  Virginia  battalioBt 
to  march  to  Trenton,  and  there  halt  until  farther  orders. 

A  representation  from  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  board  of 
war,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  D.  Franks  was  laid  before  Congress  and  r^d,  desiri^ 
leave  for  himself,  and  Patrick  Rice,  his  clerk,  to  go  to  New-York,  in  order  to 
lay  his  receipts  and  vouchers  for  the  provisions  furnished  to  the  British  prisoD- 
ers.  before  tne  commissary-seneral,  and  obtain  certificates  to  be  presented  to^ 
and  signed  by,  the  general  of  the  British  forces,  without  which  he  caiinot  be  re- 
imbursed. 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted  them,  upon  eiving  their  Ptrol)^  not  to  pve 
any  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  and  that  they  win  return  to  tnis  city. 

A  petition  of  Benjamin  Eyre,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

A  petition  from  captain  Anstruther,  a  prisoner,  and  one  from  Simon  Caibo- 
lais,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  rejected  : 

i?eso^ved.  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  E.  Blaine,  esq.  for  the  use  of  Ae 
battal  ion  raised  on  the  western  frontiers  of  Pennsylvania ;  he  to  be  accountable. 
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sveral  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed, 
rued  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.   . 

FRIDAY,  Oc^oter  25»  1776. 

ler,  of  the  21  st,  from  R.  H.  Harrison  was  read ;  also,  a  certificate  from 
r-general  H.  Mercer  find  P.  Dickinson,  in  favour  of  the  Rev.  John 
1^,  whoiAciated  as  chaplain  to  nine  battalions  of  New -Jersey : 
'ed,  Hiat  the  certificate  be  referral  to  the  board  of  treasarj,  and  that 
[laire  how  long  Mr.  Nevelling  officiated,  as  mentioned  in  the  said  certi- 
ad  allow  him  for  his  services,  at  the  rate  of  50  dollars  a  month, 
ition  from  Alice  Brazier  and  daughter,  Hannah  Haynes  and  Elizabeth 
nras  presented  to  Congress,  and  read: 
*ed[.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
t^ed,  Hiat  3,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Moses  Hazen  towards 
;  his  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 
:er,  of  the  20th,  from  P.  Zabriskie  and  J.  Morgan,  was  read. 
^edj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury, 
morial  from  Mr.  Irwin  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read. 
red.  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they  confer 
5  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  respecting  the  same,  and  report 
to  Congress : 

members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr.  Hart, 
committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
obert  Chase,  late  commander  of  the  Gaspe  ship  of  war,  for  his  allow- 
[>in  IstMarch  to  24th  October,  1776,  inclusive,  34  weeks,  at  2  dollars^ 
are. 

.  they  have  examined  an  account  exhibited  by  captain  Robert  Clusgaee, 
Iry  articles  charged  to  him,  which  he  prays  an  allowance  of,  and  mat  ne 

0  be  credited  for  the  following  sums,  charged  in  the  Bedford  county  ac- 
viz. 

ins  for  haversacks,  account  No.  1,  -  - 

oiarticles charged  in  account  No. 31, 

1  paid  Bernard  Douehertv         -  - 
yercharge  in  a  rifle  bougnt  of  William  Peeble, 
ar^  of  Abraham  Cable,  esq.  in  additional  account  Ne.  2, 
tiring  arms,  charged  in  colonel  Irwin's  Account,  per  vouchers 

3. 7  and  8,        -  -  -  -  -  -  9    2    <5 

sional  expenses  which  he  paid  for  his  company,  on  their  march 

im  Bedford  to  Boston  -  -  -  •  9    7    9 


£6    5 

10 

1  13 

6 

0  15 

0 

0  10 

0 

3     7 

4 

The  whole  amounting  to  82  82-90  dollars,  £Sl    1  10 

•  Mitchel,  for  expenses  of  a  party  of  light-horse,  going  with  money  from 
dphta  to  Ticonderota,  a  balance  of  ^32  16  6,  and  for  coach-hire,  ex- 
.  &c.  for  himself  ana  Mr.  Dunlap,  as  a  guard  ^ith  eeneral  Present  and 
er-general  M'Donald,  and  their  two  servants,  to  New-York,  to  be  ex- 

d,  £7%  17  6,  both  sums  amounting  to  iei09  15,  equal  to  292  60-90 

• 
• 

t  there  should  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Hodgkin  and  Mr.  Cronstedt,  two 

pmen,  taken  prisoners,  three  weeks'  allowance  each,  at  2  dollars,  12 

i;  •  •  ^ 

loger  Sherman,  esq.  for  the  expenses  of  the  committee  appointed  to  en- 

Dto  the  state  of  the  army  at  New-York,  and  two  servants  ten  days  ab- 

V  70-90  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  esq. 

0red»  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

}ivedt  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  tq  lientei^t  David  Zeigler, 
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who  was  woundedy  and  is  come  to  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  pcrfectiif 
his  cure. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  assemblies  and  conrei^ 
tions  of  the  United  States,  forthwith  to  import,  or  otherwise  procure,  fbllsip' 
plies  of  fire-arms,  bayonets,  brass,  or  other  field-peces,  powder,  lead,  liiti 
medicines,  entrenching  tools,  tent-cloth,  blankets,  and  other  clothing,  for  wd 
of  their  militia  as  are  deficient  therein,  and  to*  send  to  the  board  of  wtrid 
•nl  nance  a  copy  of  their  resolutions  for  this  purpose,  that  the  same  mj  In 
laid  before  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  28, 1776. 

Besokedj  That  1,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  Appointed  to 
engage  wharf-builders,  for  the  use  ot  the  workmen  engaged,  and  thttdiejra- 
der  an  account  of  the  expenditure. 

A  letter  of  the  irth,  from  general  Schuyler,  was  read,  together  with  the  it- 
port  of  a  court  of  encjuiry  appointed  to  discover  what  stores  were  on  boird  h 
enemy's  fleet  taken  in  the  nver  St.  Lawrence : 

(Mered,  That  the  report  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter  of  the  6th,  from  brigadier  Andrew  Lewis,  was  read,  and  refentilf 
the  board  of  war.  ^ 

A  petition  from  William  Savase,  Thomas  Corbett,  and  John  Scott,  io  wj 
of  William  Wilson,  together  witn  sundry  papers  therein  referred  to,  were  rev 
and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  and  a  letter  u* 
Thomas  Cashing,  dated  in  August,  were  read  t 

Ordered,  That  the  last  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  Mf^ 

Betohed,  That  M.du  Bois^opon  resigning  his  commission,  bankive.v 
return  to  Martinico.  . 

Congress,  being  informed  that  certain  persons  were  busy  in  i'>'*^°^V'|^ 
and  engjrossing  the  articles  necessary  for  the  army,  with  a  view  to  eni«»« 
their>  price,  and  prevent  the  army  from  being  supplied, 

JReiolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  this  bi 
ter,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress  : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wytiie,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.Rutlcdgc 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Matthew  Irwin  wM  ^^'^^ 
ported,  that  they  have  conferred  with  the  council  of  safety  ^^y^^VvL!i 
who  say  they  have  some  salt,  the  quantity  they  cannot  ascertain,  whiei  ; 
arc  willinff  to  sell  for  the  use  of  the  army :  ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  apply  to  the  council  of  safety,  *""T*J^ 
them  to  sell  to  Mr.  M.  Irwin,  for  the  use  of  tfie  army,  as  much  salt  iitfcej 
possibly  ^spare.  v^^^um* 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  yns  read ;  ^■^fS"' 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  employ  «««r*^ 
AS  they  shall  think  proper,  to  execute  the  busmess  entrusted  to  theis» 
port  their  names  to  Congress :  ^^ 

That  the  further  consideration  of  the  renort  be  postponed  tillto-fD^n*^* 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due,         ^^  ^  jj 


to  capuun   urmiam  i>raay,  oi  tne  late  cnionei  meit.u«i--  — 
twelve  rifles^urchased  by  him  for  the  use  of  his  comptny>  177w"" 
Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be.pdd. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponedj 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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TUESIIAY.  October  29,  1776. 


ress  being  informed  that  Tim.  Dodd,  an  express  from  Boston,  who  was 
sd  with  despatches  from  general  Washington,  has  had  them  stolen  from 
Bristol,  in  tnis  state, 

Ivedy  That  a  committee  of  two  he  appointed,  with  powers  to  make  every 
ry  enquiry,  and  to  take  every  necessary  step  they  think  proper,  for  the 
y  of  the  said  despatches,  ana  the  discovery  of  the  person  or  persons  by 
(aid  papers  were  stolen  ;  that  if  they  have  good  reason  to  suspect  any 
or  persons,  they  immediately  secure  them  till  the  further  orders  of 
as,  and  return  their  names,  with  the  causes  of  suspicion,  to  this  house ; 
3y  dispose  of  the  continental  prisoners  at  Bristol  in  such  manner  as 
all  think  best: 

:  all  civil  officers  be  requested,  and  all  continental  military  officers  be 
i,  to  afford  every  assistance  that  may  be  required  by  the  said  committee. 
Inemb^r8  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Hopkinson. 
Ived,  That  colonel  Cadwallader  and  colonel  Bayard  be  requested  to 
>any  the  said  committee  to  Bristol. 

dved.  That  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Mease  for  the  public 
! ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

1 6000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Buckner,  of  the  6th  Virginia  bat- 
for  the  use  of  the  said  battalion ;  he  to  be  accoup table. 
ived.  That  Charles  Hughes  have  leave  to  go  to  the  West-Indies  in  the 
er  Thistle. 

iter  from  Mr.  Bache  was  read : 
eredt  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three, 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Payne,  and  Mr.  Livingston, 
ereas  the  fortifying  the  entrance  of  the  river  Cape-Fear,  in  the  state  of 
-Carolina,  will  tend  greatly  to  the  advantage  and  security  of  that  state, 
nishing  a  safe  harbor  for  foreigners,  and  excluding  tlie  enemy's  ships  : 
olvedf  therefore.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  the  state 
rth-Carolioa,  to  fortiiy  and  secure  immediately,  at  the  expense  of  their 
the  entrance  of  the  said  river,  by  erecting  batteries  and  other  works  of 
ce,  by  placing  obstructions  in  proper  parts  of  the  said  river,  and  pursuing 
)ther  measures,  as,  in  their  opinion,  will  best  conduce  to  prevent  the  in- 
ction  of  the  enelny's  shins,  and  protect  the  trade  of  the  said  state ;  and, 
e  heavy  cannon  cannot  be  procured  in  the  state  of  North-('arolina,  it  is 
ir  recommended  to  the  saia  convention,  to  apply  to  the  state  of  South- 
ina,  requesting  the  loan  of  such  cannon  as  they  can  spare  from  their  own 
sities,  who,  it  is  not  doubted,  will  contribute,  as  far  as  may  be  in  their 
r,  to  accomplish  a  purpose  which  will  be  of  general  utility  to  the  southern 


»• 


ngress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  marine  committees 
reupoD,    .  ^ 

solved.  That  no  private  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  merchant-ships,  at  other 
Is  belongiog  to  the  subjects  of  these  states,  be  permitted  to  wear  pendants 
in  company  with  continental  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  without  leave  from 
Dmmandiog  officer  thereof. 

lat,  if  tLHj  merchant-ship  or  vessel  shall  wear  pendants  in  company  with 
nental  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  without  leave  from  the  commander  tnereof» 
commander  be  authorixed  to  take  away  the  pendant  from  the  offender. 
\at,  if  private  ships  or  vessels  of  war  refuse  to  pay  the  respect  due  to  the 
inental  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  the  captain  or  commander,  so  refusing,  shall 
his  commission. 

ewlved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  till  to-* 
row. 


J 
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The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  30,  1776. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  Aat  there  is  due. 

To  Mr.  Allen,  for  his  expenses  while  detained  hefe  for  die  purpose  of 
chai^  of  the  money  for  Virginia,  the  sum  of  17  20-90  dollars : 

That  a  farther  sum  of  77  46-90  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Fairlamb,  wkieh  will 
be  the  balance  due  to  him  on  his  account  as  it  now  stands,  exclusive  of  his  re- 
quest for  a  farther  allowance  on  the  ration-stipulation  in  his  contract,  mmd  of 
S7  cords  of  wood,  not  allowed  for  want  of  vouchers : 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  SO  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  Moore«  to 
him  to  proceed  to  Europe. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  colonel  M.  Hazen  was  read ;  also,  a  pNetiticm 
Andrew  Stalker,  late  commander  of  the  brig  Three  Friends,  praying  fw-  ka^ 
to  depart  the  states  of  America,  and  revisit  nis  native  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  John  Tillman  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  governor  LiYingston  was  read,  and  referred  Is 
Dr.  Rush,  Mr.  Ross,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

Resolved,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Scott,  of  the  5th  Vir- 
ginia battalion,  for  the  use  of  the  said  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Hausegger,  of  tlie  Ger- 
man battalion,  for  the  use  of  the  said  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  having  recommended  Jacob  Myle  to  be  quarter-master, 
and  Eberhart  Michael,  pay-master  to  die  German  battalion ; 

Resolved^  That  they  be  aiccepted,  and  commissions  granted  to  tiien  acord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  Durche  having,  by  a  letter  to  the  president,  acknowledged  bis  obligatioiii 
for  the  kind  manner  m  which  Congress  have  expressed  dieir  approbation  of 
his  service,  and  reouested,  as  he  accepted  their  appointment  from  motiTes  per- 
fectly disinterestea,  that  the  150  dollars  voted  to  him,  maybe  applied  to  tlie 
reliel  of  the  widows  and  children  of  such  of  tiie  Pennsylvania  officers,  as  have 
fallen  in  battle  in  the  service  of  their  country : 

Resolved,  That  the  money  be  deposited  with  the  council  of  safetf  of  Pean- 
sylvania,  to  be  applied  agreeable  to  the  request  of  Mr.  Diiche. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  Jewell  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tiie  committee  on  governor  lavingstsa's 
letter. 

Resolved,  That  133}  dollars  be  advanced  to  Evans  and  Streteb,  the  oon- 
mandinff  officers  of  the  guard  going  with  money  and  clothing  for  the  nerthen 
army,  they  to  be  accountable. 

1*ne  commiHee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Mons.  Pierre  Gamelin,  a  prisoner  from  Canada,  for  his  allowance  fircna 
26th  March  to  28th  October,  inclusive,  being  31  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  ve^ 
62  dollars : 

"To  Marcus  Lucullus  Ryal,  a  prisoner,  for  his  allowance  from  22d  Angast  to 
24th  October,  inclusive,  9  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  18  dollars : 

.  To  lieutenant  Jacob  Schalch,  a  prisoner,  for  his  allowance  from  19th  July  Id 
25th  October,  inclusive,  14  weeks,  at  2 dollars,  28  dollars: 

To  Dr.  James  Gill,  a  prisoner,  for  his  allowance  from  19th  July  to  25A  Oc- 
tober, inclusive,  14  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  28  dollars: 

To  lieutenant  Simon  Evan^  a  prisoner,  for  his  allowance  from  23d  Aigast 
*»4;®*»^^tober,  inclusive,  8  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  16  dollars : 
To  Pelatiah  Webster  for  200  lbs.  rhubarb,  600  dollars  : 
To  Alexander  Middleton,  of  the  5th  Virginia  battalion,  for  his  acconnt  of 
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les,  board,  nursing,  and  necessaries  for  the  sick  of  the  said  battalion* 

0  dollars :  * 

red.  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

committee,  to  whom  were  referred  £he  resolutions  of  the  couTention  of 

nd,  brought  in  a  report,  Which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Where- 

Ived,  That  the  president  write  to  the  convention  of  Maryland,  and  in- 
lem,  that  tiieir  resolutions  relative  to  their  pajring  ten  dollars  in  lieu  of 

1  acres  of  land,  determined  bv  Congress  to  be  given  to  such  non-commis« 
officers  and  soldiers  as  shall  enlist  to  serve  during  the  war,  will,  in  the 
1  of  this  house,  if  carried  into  execution,  prove  extremely  detrimental 
«  states,  as  it  will,  in  all  probability,  induce  such  soldiers  as  are  to 
se  the  remainder  of  tise  levies^  to  require  an  eoual  sum  from  the  United 
,  and  bj  refusing  to  inlist  until  their  demanas  shall  be  complied  with, 
i  the  Congress  to  the  immediate  payment  of  an  additional  bounty,  far  be- 
vhat  is  reasonable: 

It  this  house,  being  satisfied  with  the  propriety  of  offerine  land  to  the- 
ry,  as  an  inducement  to  inlist  in  the  service,  cannot  rescind  the  said  re* 
3D,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  faith,  which  this  house,  by  virtue  of  the 
with  which  they  were  vested,  has  plighted,  must  be  obligatory  upon  their 
tuents ;  that  no  one  state  can,  by  its  own  act,  be  released  therefrom,  atid 
he  interest  of  the  United  States  would  be  deeply  and  iirturiously  affected, 
1  the  Congress,  at  this  time,  consent  to  a  compromise  between  any  state 
iie  forces  to  be  by  them  raised  : 

at  the  said  convention,  by  their  said  resolutions,  seem  to  apprehend,  that 
state  would  be  obliged,  in  their  individual  capacity,  to  make  good  the 
:y  of  land  hereafter  to  be  given  to  the^soldiery ;  whereas,  it  was  the  in- 
)n  of  Con^ss  to  provide  the  said  land  at  the  expense  of  the  UnitedStates : 
at  the  said  convention  be  requested  to  reconsider  the  said  resolutions, 
Lo  give  to  their  commissioners,  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp,  such  in- 
tions  as  will  enable  them  to  carry  into  execution  the  views  of  Congress : 
:  the  said  convention  be  informed,  that  the  pay -master  general  has  been 
lahed  with  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  bounty  of  20  dol- 
ordered  by  Congress  to  such  soldiers  as  shall  mlist  to  serve  the  United 
1%  during  the  war. 

mgress  resumed  the  report  of  the  marine  committee :  Whereupon, 
evolved.  That  the  rank  of  officers  of  marines  be  the  same  as  officers  of  simv- 
rommissions  in  the  land  service : 

hat  the  commanders,  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  in  the  continental  na* 
be  entitled  to  one  half  of  merchantmen,  transports,  and  store-ships  by 
n  taken,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  November,  1776,  to  be  divided 
mgst  them  in  the  shares  and  proportions  fixed  by  former  resolutions  of  Con- 
»: 

!*hat  the  commanders,  officers,  seamen  and  marines,  in  the  continental  na- 
be  entitled  to  the  whole  value  of  all  ships  and  vessels  of  war  belonging  lo 
crown  of  6reat-Britaio,by  them  made  prize  of,  and  all  privateers  authorized 
his  Britannic  majesty  to  war  against  these  states,  to  be  divided  as  aforesaid. 
Resdvtd,  That  the  part  of  the  report  relative  to  the  rank  and  pay  of  naval 
cers,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

rhe  members  chosen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr..R.  H.  Lee. 
Resolvedi  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  re«comroitted. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  October  31, 1776. 
A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  general  Green,  was  read  : 
Ordertdf  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligeaco* 
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Resolved^  That  2000  dollan  be  advanced  to  coUncl  ZebikiM 
vae  of  the  two  companies  raised  in  the  town  of  WestBMitianl,  W  -■ 
countable : 

That  leave  be  granted  to  colonel  Z«  Batler,  cmt  his  agent  tsfviie 
•alt  belonging  to  the  continent*  fifty  bushels,  far  the  ise  of  ikcn 
troops  raised  m  Westmoreland. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th»  from  R.  Harrison*  the  general's  seacter.ii* 

I1ie  committee  appointed  to  make  strict  enquirj  respecting ««: 
patches  from  head-quarters,  said  to  have  been  lost  on  Mondij  hs;: 
reported* 

That  they  have  pursued  every  probable  method,  that  might  lad  tN!P 
of  the  said  despatches,  without  effect;  that  thej  have  stfkdriK? 
examined  every  person,  who  could  be  supposed  to  huTe  anjkone* 
circumstances  related  by  the  express,  charged  with  die  sud  dopi 
pecting  his  loss,  but  can  discover  no  traces  of  the  robbery  or  ftdb "' 
said  express  does  not  give  so  clear  and  satisfactory  an  acoMstflf  3" 
as  fully  to  exculpate  himself  in  the  opinion  of  this  C9mjaiit»,ui'^ 
have  therefore  brought  him  back  for  the  farther  eTamination  rf^ 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Timothy  Dod,  who  had  char;^  of  the  des|»teb 
lieral  Washington,  and  alleges  he  lost  them  at  Bristol,  be  comautte^* 
tody  of  R.  Jewell,  keeper  of  the  public  prison,  to  be  uMj  i^  '^ 
orders  of  Congress : 

That  Mr.  Jewell  be  directed  to  keep  Timotbj  Dod  in  hij  m 
and  family,  and  not  to  pennit  any  of  the  prisoners,  nor  aaj  pa«\ 
those  of  hjs  own  family,  to  converse  with  him,  till  farther  orders  s^^ 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  io  prepsreas  c|M 
for  suppressing  the  internal  enemies  of  America,  and  -preventisgac*^ 
tion  of  intelligence  to  our  other,  enemies.  J 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  R-  H.  Uc>* 
son,  and  Mr.  Ross.  .  , 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  remove  the  prisoners  inm  Im^ 
public  post  roads,  to  some  convenient  places  back  in  the  coupti?* 

That  they  have  a  sufilcient  guard  kept  at  the  public  pnioO/ v^ 
continental  stores  in  and  near  rhiladelpliia.  ^ 

Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  Confess,  tiiat  ssndiy  ^ 
these  United  States,  to  keep  supplies  from  the  amiy,  or  P>'*<^^^^ 
terest,  have  purchased  considerable  quantities  of  clodiing,  and  rentt' 
of  the  same,  unless  upon  extravagant  or  unreasonable  terms;     , 

Resolved^  That  it  oe  recommended  to  tlie  assemblies,  convestM^ 


or  committees  of  safety  of  the  several  states,  forthwith  to  ^^.^. 


t 


sures  for  obtaining,  for^  the  use  of  the  ariny,  such  necessary  V^^^^^^ 
thus  engrossed  in  their  respective  states,  cannot  be  otherwise  uis^ 
procured,  allowing  to  the  owners  reasonable  prices  for  the  ^^''^['^^ii 
be  provided  in  each  of  the  states,  for  effectually  preventing  noBflp* 
cessaries  for  the  army,  or  inhabitants  of  the  same.  j^t 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  Mr.  Bache's  letter  M  i^^^^ 
port,  as  soon  as  possible,  ways  and  means  of  establishioff  ^'P'^ 
veying  intellisence  to  and  from  the  army,  with  safety  txii^^^^ 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  bong  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


said  J.  Trumbull,  dated  at  Albany,  15th  October,  1776. 
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•oard  of  War  broiiglit  in  f,  report,  which  was  taken  into  conBideration ; 
pon, 

ved.  That  commissions  be  granted  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  fourth. 
1  sixth  Virginia  battalions,  agreeable  totlie  list  given  in  to  the  board  of 
general  Stephens. 

\vedt  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for 
of  that  state ;  the  said  delegates  to  be  accountable, 
titlon  from  sundry  ship-joiners,  was  read : 
Tedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
*red.  That  the  board  of  war  direct  four  companies  of  the  Virginia  bat- 
>n  the  eastern  shore,  to  march,  under  the  command  of  a  field  officer,  to 
in  Delaware  government,  and  there  remain  till  farther  orders. 
gress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  ways  and 
of  supplying  the  treasury ;  Whereupon, 

lived.  That  a  sum  of  money  be  raised  by  way  of  lottery,  for  defraying 
penses  of  the  next  campaign,  the  lottery  to  be  drawn  in  Philadelphia : 
eredt  That  the  committee  who  brou^t  in  the  report,  prepare  the  plan  of 
iry,  fix  the  number  of  managers,  and  the  security  by  them  to  be  given, 
port  to  Congress. 

olvedt  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  till  to* 
w. 

leredy  That  the  board  of  treasury  lay  before  Congress,  once  every  week, 
:ount  of  what  part  of  the  last  emission  of  money  remains  unexpended. 
lered.  That  the  board  of  war  supply  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  the 
'  that  state,  with  a  quantity  of  military  stores,  first  informing  Congress  of 
uantity  applied  for. 

e  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Ijourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  J^^lavemher  2, 1776. 

mgreas  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tlie 

;  and  means  of  supplying  the  treasury ;  Whereupon, 

^solvedy  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  prepare  all  the  materi- 

and  to  have  ready  for  a  new  emission  five  millions  of  aoUars,  to  be  issued 

n  Congress  shall  direct : 

hat  500,000  dollars  be  speedily  issued  in  small  bills  of  two-thirds,  one- 

1,  one-sixth,  and  one-ninth  of  a  dollar. 

.  petition  from  John  Bates  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  who  contracted  with  him. 

lesolved.  That  3,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Moses  Hazen,  for  re- 

iting  his  regiment ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

'he  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

^0  Isaac  Dennis,  and  to  be  pud  to  Francis  Lewis,  esq.  for  dieting  80  meD> 

.  oats,  &c.  for  horses  of  captain  Thomas  Price's  company,  in  New- York  go- 

nroent,  13  67-90  dollars  : 

To  Bartholomew  Van  Keer,  for  his  nay  as  brigadier-major,  from  20th  Jane 

20th  October,  four  months,  at  33  dollars,  132  ooUars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  governor  Livingston's  letter  was  referred,  brought 

a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered^  l*o  lie  on  the  table. 

ii^solyed,  That  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  consider  the  application  for 

iplojing  Mr.  Roche  de  Fermoy  in  the  .continental  service. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 


;•] 
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MONDAY,  Mnfember  4,  1776. 

The  honorable  Matthew  ThonitoD»  esq.  a  delegate  from  New-Bi^ 
tended^  and  produced  his  credentials,  which  were  read  as  hXkfn; 

Statb  of  Naw-HAicpsHimK, 
In  the  Hmtse^f  Bepreseniatives,  S^.  ^  I77t 

Voiedf  That  the  hon.  Matthew  Thornton,  esq.  be,  and  herf^fi,& 
a  deleiptte  to  represent  this  state  at  the  Continent  Congress^  kt  m^. 
ensuing.    Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

P.  WHm.^ 

In  C0UK01L9  Eodem  MHe* 
Read  and  concurred  :  E.  THOMPSON.  Sr 

A  cop7»  examined  bj  EL  THOMPSON,  8r. 

Two  letters,  of  the  25th  October  and  1st  November,  from  R.  H.b 
one  from  R.  Stockton  and  G.  Cljmer,  of  the  26th  October;  QM,tf: 
from  general  Schu  jler,  at  Saratoea,  were  laid  before  Coc^gresSi  ^^ 

Oneredt  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  Utter,  of  the  19th  October,  from  G.  Mason,  ehairraan  of  tk  oi^j 
Fairfax  county,  in  Virginia,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  coancilfl^^l 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  board  ofwar.  I 

Whereas  it  is  manifest,  that  unless  effectual  measures  are  imiieili» 
en  for  re-inlisting  the  armj,  the  safetj  of  the  states  mar  be  jgretdr  en^^ 

Jlesolvedj  That  the  president  write  to  the  commander  m  dm^^ 
him  that  if,  upon  receipt  of  this  resolution,  commissioners  fromtkR^ 
states,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  officers,  shall  not  have  aniTed'-^ 
after  consulting  and  advising  with  such  of  his  generals  as  he  can  co^' 
call  together,  immediately  to  grant  warrants  to  such  of  theofficenn*^ 
spective  states,  which  hare  not  commissioners  present  aathoruof^^ 
as  he  shall  think  deserving  of  commissions :  ,  ^ 

That  the  officers  so  to  to  appointed  proceed  with  the  utmost  exp^ 
recruit  their  regiments  to  their  full  complement :  ^^ . 

That  commissions  be  sent  to  eeneral  Washington  as  soon  as  ^f^^ 
given  to  such  officers  as  he  shall  appoint  by  warrants,  10 coas^^* 
foreeoine  resolution : 

T%at  Sie  commander  in  chief  be  desired  to  take  such  steps  isht^ 
most  proper  for  continuing  the  militia  now  in  camp.  >, 

That,  tor  this  purpose,  he  write  to  such  of  the  states  isnovba^^^ 
the  government  of  New- York,  requesting  their  assistance  "^^^J^i 
that  he  be  farther  desired  to  apply  to  the  neighboring  states  for  sbcb*^ 
aid  as  he  may  require ; 

That  a  letter  to  the  same  import  be  written  to  gen.  Schuyler. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  T.  Gushing  wasrcfcnww^ 
a  report,  which  was  read.  ^ 

It  being  represented  tiiat  some  of  the  marines  in  the  bamcb  iw^, 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Rush  be  desired  to  take  them  under  hkctn,  m^ 
they  be  properly  provided  for.  ^  «^i 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hooper  be  added  to  the  committee  to  whoffl^^ 
letter  was  referred,  and  that  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  ^ 
business  this  evening  at  this  place.  ^y/ 

Resolved,  That  the  wagon- master  general  be  directed  ^^^^^t 
horses  belonging  to  the  continent,  and  prepare  them  for  s^^ 
possible. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow» 
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TUESDAY,  Mwember  5,  1776. 

innin  HanisoD*  esq.  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended  and  produced 
^ntials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

Virginia.    In  the  House  of  Delegates,  Thursday,  Oct,  10,  1776. 

,ouse»  according  to  the  order  of  the  daj,  proceeded  bj  ballot  to  the  ap- 

it  of  a  delegate  to  represent  this  state  in  general  Congress,  in  the  room 

'  as  Jefierson,  esa.  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  for  the  per- 

3  appointed,  ana  put  the  same  into  a  box,  a  committee  was  appointed 

me  tne  same,  who  reported,  that  they  had  met  a  committee  irom  the 

n  the  conference  room,  and  had,  jointly  with  them,  examined  the  bal- 

),  and  that  the  numbers  appeared  as  follows :  For  Benjamin  Harrison, 

^Merewether  Smith,  esq.  5. 

.f^cf,  therefore,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Harrison  be  appointed  a  dele- 

i^epresent  this  state  in  general  Congress. 

oedj  unanimoudtf.  That  the  thanks  of  this  house  are  justly  due  to  the 

liamin  Harrison,  for  the  diligence,  ability  and  integrity,  with  which  he 

J  the  important  trust  reposed  in  him  as  one  of  the  delegates  from  this 

to  the  general  Congress. 

:opy :  JOHN  TAZEWELL,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  DeUgates.^^ 

ved.  That  Mr.  Harrison  be  added  to  thebcmrdof  war,  and  that  he  be 
id  in  all  those  standing  committees,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  when 
Congress. 

ter,  of  the  3 1st  October,  from  R.  H.  Harrison,  was  read. 
>oard  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
riiereupon, 

ved,  Tnat  all  accounts  for  services  done,  or  articles  supplied  the 
li  arnnr,  be  presented  to  the  commissioners  for  settling  accounts,  and  so 
lereof  as  is  approved  by  them,  and  confirmed  by  the  general,  be  paid  by 
rants  on  the  pay-master,  after  the  commissioners  have  certified  there- 
;  the  accounts  and  vouchers  are  returned  to  them  by  the  persons  receiv- 
1  warrants : 

all  warrants  of  tlie  general  on  the  pay-master  for  services  to  be  per- 

ur  articles  to  be  supplied,  be  sent  by  the  pay-master  to  the  office,  and 

in  the  books  of  tlie  commissioners ;  after  which,  the  said  commissioners 

t  soon  as  they  shall  judge  expedient,  call  to  account  the  persons  receiv- 

1  advances ;  and  having  settled  the  said  accounts,  they  shall  be  filed  ia 

ice: 

when  any  balance  appears  to  be  due  to  the  United  States,  from  persons 
iccounts  are  adjustea  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  be  received  by  the  com- 
ers, and  delivered  to  the  pay-master,  whose  receipts  therefor  shall  be 
tted  to  the  treasurv : 

the  commissioners  be  empowered  to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations  to 
examined  by  them  in  the  execution  of  their  office, 
the  ^oerals'  and  pay-masters*  accounts  be  sent  to  the  treasury  office 
commissioners,  together  with  the  pay-rolls  and  accounts  discharged  by 
e,  upon  their  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  northern  army  to  the  end  of 
»ent  campaign* 

ved^  That  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
car  New-York,  be  directed  to  govern  their  conduct  agreeable  to  the 
1^  resolutions. 

iW,  That  the  following  instroctions  be  given  to  the  commissioners  of 
thernarmy: 

tiat,  in  adjusting  the  accountaof  persons,  whose  particular  circumstan- 
f  have  rendered  them  unable  to  procure  vouchers,  or  that,  on  the  re^- 
the  army,  have  lest  the  same,  the  commissioners  endeavour  to  obtain 
)L.  I.  6B 
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the  best  information  from  the  general  officers,  or  other  persons  in  that  depttil- 
ment,  and  use  a  discretionary  power  in  administering  oaths  or  affirmations  for 
this  purpose. 

£.  That  there  not  having  been  a  muster-master  in  the  northern  armj  daring 
the  last  and  present  campaign,  the  commissioners  particularly  attend  to  the 
pay-rolls  that  shall  be  produced  as  vouchers  by  the  pay-master,  and  should  uj 
faults  appear,  report  them  to  the  general,  that  the  same  may  be  thorooghlj  in- 
vestigated. 

3.  That  in  other  instances,  the  commissioners  do  not  interfere  with  tiie 
muster  or  pay-rolls,  unless,  in  particular  cases,  it  shall  be  judged  expedient  by 
the  general  and  themselves. 

4.  That  the  commissioners  do  not  concern  themselves  in  disputes  about 
back-rations  or  allowances  for  vegetables  said  to  be  due  to  some  officers  aod 
soldiers,  but  leave  them  with  the  commissary,  whose  business  it  is  to  r^;ala!e 
such  disputes. 

5.  That  where  any  person  has  done  the  duty  of  a  deputy  or  assistsnt  go«- 
missary,  by  desire  of  a  general  officer,  or  the  commissary  or  deputy  commissary 
generals,  he  be  allowed  for  his  services,  although  he  has  not  received  a  coa- 
mi9sion  for  that  purpose. 

6.  That  demands  for  defending  the  frontiers  of  *any  of  the  states,  if  on  ac- 
count of  troops  not  raised  by  order  of  Congress,  be  not  considered  by  tie 
commissioners. 

7.  That  the  commissioners  certify  to  the  general  the  accounts  to  be  paid  ia 
specie,  that  if  the  military  chest  ia  supplied,  the  general  may  issue  his  warrants 
accordingly. 

8.  That  the  commissioners  send  to  the  state  of  New -Jersey,  and  to  the 
states  to  the  eastward  thereof,  if  such  accounts  are  not  forwarded  agreeable 
to  a  circular  letter  from  die  treasury  board  to  tlie  said  states. 

Besolved,  That  the  president  write  to  governor  Livineston,  and  request  his 
to  send  two  companies  of  militia  to  guard  the  salt-wonu  near  Tom's  river, 
and  one  company  to  be  stationed  at  or  near  Shrewsbury*  to  intercept  and  put  a 
stop  to  the  intelligence  said  to  be  carried  on  between  the  tories  and  lord  Uowe^s 
fleet  I  that  the  companies  consist  ot  fifty  men  each. 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Traverses  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read; 
Whereupon, 

Beaolved,  That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  said  Joseph  Traverses;  to 
be  accounted  for  by  him  on  the  settlement  of  his  account. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Richard  Bache,  comptroller  of  die 
post-office,  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion; Whereupon^ 

Be^Uved^  That  for  obtaining  early  and  frequent  intelligence  from  the  camps 
at  White-Plains  and  Ticonderoga,  or  such  otner  places  as  the  armies  now,  cr 
lately  there,  may  march,  or  have  marched  to,  and  forwarding  despatches  to 
the  commanding  officers  with  the  like  expedition,  the  post-master  general  do 
immediately  employ  so  many  more  riders,  bttween  Philadelphia  and  head-quar- 
ters of  these  armies,  as  he  shall  judge  will  most  effectually  perform  that  veiy 
important,  and,  at  this  time  more  espedally,  neceassry  service ;  and  that  he 
endeavour,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  to  procure  sober,  diligent,  and  trasty 
persons  to  undertake  it ;  and  guard,  in  the  best  manner  he  is  able,  ag^nst  rob- 
iieries  of  the  mails,  or  losses  of  their  contents  otherwise : 

That  all  ferry-keepers  be  enjoined,  as  much  as  they  are  able,  to  expedite  die 
passage  of  post-riders  and  other  persons  charg^  with  letters,  despatches,  or 
messages,  from  or  to  Congress ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  le- 
gislatures of  the  United  States,  to  enforce  the  observance  of  this  resolution : 

That  expresses  and  special  messengers,  employed  ia  the  public  service^ 
taking  and  carrying  private  letters  and  packets,  ought  not  to  receive  the  warn 
they  would  otherwise  be  entitled  to : 
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the  deputy  post-master  at  bead-auarters  be  allowed  foar  rations,  eTery 

t  of  the  pablic  stores  there,  for  tne  subsistence  of  himself,  his  riders, 

irant. 

ress  took  into  consideration  the  case  of  the  chevalier  Roche  de  Fermoy : 

ipon, 

Ived,  That  the  chevalier  Matthias  Alexis  Roche  deFermoj,  beappoint- 

igadier-general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and  accounts  of  Benjamin 

rought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

red^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

tition  from  Jeremiah  Cady  was  read  : 

redf  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  audit  and 

:he  accounts  of  the  northern  army,  and  tliat  they  report  specially 

.. 

lin  resolutions  of  the  convention  of  the  state  of  New- York  were  laid 

Congress,  and  read : 

Ted^  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three.: 

members  chosen,  Mr.  Hppkinson,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr.  Hart 

several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

urned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  JTovember  6,  1776. 

itter,  of  the  3d,  from  R.  H.  Harrison,  enclosing  one  of  the  2d  from  bri- 
general  Parsons ;  one,  of  the  SOth  October,  from  general  Schuyler  at 
;a,  enclosing  instructions  for  officers  appointed  to  recruit  for  the  ser- 
T  the  Uni tea  States ;  one,  of  the  S  1st  October,  from  J.  Trumbull,  depu- 
-master  general ;  and  one,  of  the  same  date,  from  governor  Trumbull, 
ing  a  resolve  of  the  general  assembly  of  Connecticut,  appointing  John 
nee,  esq.  of  Hartford,  commissioner  to  superintend  the  loan-office,  in 
ate,  were  read  : 

eredy  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  and  that  from  Mr.  Harrison, 
ie  letter  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 
t  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  and  that  from  J.  Trumbull,  pay- 
r,  also  the  letter  of  the  29th  of  August  from  jt:eneral  Schuyler,  together 
tie  memorial  from  colonel  Brown,  and  the  officers'  certificates  enclosed 
1,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

committee  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  waa  taken  into  conai* 
m :  Whereupon, 

olved.  That  tne  report  of  a  court  of  enquiry  appointed  by  general  Schuy* 
1(1  held  at  Albany  the  5th  of  October,  in  conseauence  of  a  resolution  of 
ess  of  the  SOth  of  July  last,  confirming  general  Montgomery's  promise 
3  to  the  troops  concerned  in  takioe  the  vessels  on  the  ^rel,  all  tne  pub- 
res,  except  ammunition  and  provisions,  on  board  thereof,  be  referred  to 
inmissioners  for  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  northern  army  ;  that  they 
ected  to  make  strict  enquiry  into  the  matter,  and  inform  themselves,  by 
idence  of  persons  who  served  at  that  time  aK  quarter-master  and  commis- 
f  stores  in  the  said  army,  and  of  others,  what  part,  or  whether  any,  of  the 

mentioned  in  the  report,  were  taken  for  the  public  service ;  that  they 
to  the  officers  and  men  which  they  find  entitled  thereto,  the  amount  of 
ny  of  the  stores  as  shall  appear  to  nave  been  taken  for  the  army  as  afore- 
ind  have  not  been  paid  for,  after  deducting  therefrom,  such  reasonable 
ses  as  have  accrued  to  any  of  the  captors  in  obtaining  an  adjustment  of 
ize-money,  and  ordering  the  amount  of  such  articles  of  tlie  prize-good» 
I  said  captors  have  received,  and  were  not  given  them  as  bounties,  to 
ducted  from  their  respective  proportions ;  wat  the  pay-master  be  di* 
I,  upon  receiving  general  Schuyler's  ^warrant  for  payment  of  the  aaine 
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to  proportion  it  amongst  such  officers  and  men,  as  the  general  and  c^omaus- 
sioners  shall  direct,  agreeable  to  the  pay  allowed  by  the  establishment  at  dhat 
time,  liiithout  any  reeard  to  rations.  "" 

The  marine  committee  brougtit  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion :  Whereupon, 

lUsolved^  Thiat  three  persons,  well  skilled  in  maritime  affairs,  be  immeduUelj 
appointed  to  execute  the  business  of  the  navj,  under  the  direction  of  the  na- 
nne  committee. 

The  remainder  of  the  report,  at  the  request  of  a  colony,  was  postponed  tiH 
to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  the  captains  and  subal terns  sf 
the  6th  Virginia  battalion,  and  that  the  dates  be  filled  up  by  gen.  Stephens. 

Resolved,  That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Lawson,  of  the  4th  Vir- 
ginia battalion,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable,  and 
that  the  money  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Gaskins. 
^  Two  bills  were  presented  to  Congress ;  one  drawn  by  general  Lee  for  64  dol- 
lars, dated  Petersburg,  28th  Septemt»er,  1776 ;  the  other  of  the  same,  br 
Jacob  Morris,  aid -de -camp  to  general  Lee,  for  150  dollars,  both  in  favor  of 
John  Bannister,  and  drawn  upon  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  at  Fki- 
ladelphia: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  paid,  and  chamd  to  the  account  of  general  Liee. 

Resolved,  That  Willie  Jones,  eso.  of  Halifax,  Robert  Smith,  esq.  of  Edentsi, 
and  Alexander  Telfer,  esq.  of  Halifax,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  appointed  ti 
audit  and  settle  the  continental  accounts  in  Vii^;inia. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Benjamin  Wallace,  and  to  be  paid  to  Charles  Risk,  for  victoalliag  45 
men  of  the  flying  camp,  4  45  dollars : 

To  Francis  Hopkinson,  esq.  for  his  and  J.  Wilson,  esq.  expenses,  &c.  at  Bris- 
tol, to  make  enquiry  respecting  despatches  sent  from  bead-quarters,  and  lost, 
by  the  express,  25  60  dollars : 

To  Sebastian  Miller,  for  the  hire  of  a  wagon  with  money  from  Philadelphia 
to  Boston,  65  dO  dollars : 

To  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for  half  a  years'  salary  due  the  9th  sf 
October  last,  533  30  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  ship  Lady  Catharine,  George  Ord,  master,  which  was  sent  out  last  wis- 
ter,  being  returned. 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  pommittee  be  empowered  and  directed  to  settle 
the  accounts  of  the  voyage,  and  report  in  what  manner  the  cargo  impcMted '» 
to  be  disposed  of. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  J^ovmher  7,  1776. 

A  petition  from  John  Connolly,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  prisoners  in  the^public  gaol  of  Philadelphia. 

W^hereas,  the  late  major-general  Ward,  since  his  resignation  of  his  trust, 
has  continued  in  command,  in  the  eastern  department,  at  the  request  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  still  continues  therein  at  th^  request  of  Congress ;  it 
is,  therefore. 

Ordered^  That  he  receive  the  pay  of  a  major-general,  commanding  in  a  se- 
parate department,  from  the  26tn  day  of  April  last,  being  the  time  of  his  re- 
sisnation,  and  until  a  suitable  person  shall  be  appointed  to  take  the  command 
in  nis  stead,  or  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered  by  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Bachebe  appointed  post-master  general  io  the 
^f  Dr.  Franklin,  who  is  absent* 
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leal  haying  been  lodged  with  the  secretary  against  the  sentence  passed 
irt  of  admiralty,  for  the^port  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  state  of  Fenn- 
on  the  libel  "  John  Barry,  &c.  vs.  the  sloop  Betsey,  &c." 
d.  That  the  hearing  and  determining  upon  the  said  appeal  be  referred 
nittee  of  five : 

embers  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Hooper,  and 
edge. 

»ara  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration; 
K)n, 

?dt  1.  That  266  60  dollars  be  advanced  to  capt  Francis  Holland,  and 
oUars  to  capt  Robert  Harris,  both  of  the  Maryland  flying-camp,  they 
ipectively  accountable  to  .the  council  of  safety  of  that  state  for  the 
3,  which  are  to  be  for  the  use  of,  and  charged  to  the  account  of,  their 
e  companies : 

it  1110  6r  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Alexander  Lawson  Smith, 
te  colonel  Stevenson's  rifle  regiment,  to  pay  the  subsistence  money  of, 
lable  him  to  advance  a  month's  pay  to,  the  said  company : 
it  commissions  be  sent  to  general  Schuyler,  for  colonel  Elmore's  regi- 
be  filled  up  according  to  the  ranks  and  times  of  service  of  the  officers 
id  regiment ;  the  general  making  such  arrangements  therein  as  he  shall 
it  and  proper : 

Eit  commissions  be  also  sent  to  eeneral  Schuyler,  to  be  filled  up  with 
is  of  the  officers  yet  unprovided  for,  who  have  served  in  Canada,  ac« 
to  their  ranks  andf  merits,  to  complete  colonel  Livingston's  regiment : 
at  general  Schuyler,  agreeable  to  his  request,  have  f)ermission  to  repair 
ress,  as  soon  as  ne  shall  be  of  opinion  the  service  will  admit  of  his  ab- 
om  his  department : 

at  general  Schuyler  be  informed  that  Congress  have  repeatedly  ap- 
Maryland  on  the  subject  of  the  Nantikoke  Indians,  without  having 
[  an  answer ;  that  application  shall  again  be  made,  and  information 
m  of  the  result : 

lat  general  Schuyler  be  allowed  to  give  such  clothing  to  the  Indians  as 
think  can  be  spared  for  that  purpose : 

lat  the  deputy  muster-master  general,  in  the  northern  department,  have 
c  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States :  * 
lat  general  Washington  be  re<]uested  to  take  proper  steps  for  trying  all 
*s  from  his  army,  and  punishmft,  in  the  most  exemplary  manner  the 
of  war  will  admit,  all  such  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  be  base 
dis8;racefully  to  leave  the  service  of  their  country  at  this  time  of  trial 
iger. 

ved,  That  each  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed  to  execute  the  business 
mvy,  under  the  direction  of  tlie  marine  committee,  be  allowed  the  sa- 
1500  dollars  per  annum. 

ter  from  colonel  Miles  to  William  Wister,  was  laid  before  Consress 
id ;  wherein  he  intimates  that  an  exchange  may  be  accomplished  of  him 
Foscroft,  and  perhaps  of  colonel  Atlee,  or  lieutenant-colonel  Piper, 
Dashwood : 

red.  That  the  letter  be  transmitted  to  general  Washington,  and  that 
esired  to  do  therein  what  he  shall  think  proper, 
several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
umed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  JVovewfter  8, 1776. 

iter,  of  the  4th,  from  R.  Dallam,  esq.  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Ived,  That  5000  dollars  be  paid  to  Gustavus  Risberg,  A.  Q.  M.  general, 
areed  to  the  account  of  Richard  Dallam,  agreeably  to  the  request  of  the 
.  Dallam ;  and  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  lioard  of  treasury. 
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Resolved^  That  doctor  Witherapooa  have  lemve  to  tike  with bii 
ton,  ArchitMld  Gardiner,  James  Henderson,  Peto-  Jack,iidB^L 
of  the  prifioners  latelj  sent  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  to  kof  k 
farther  orders  of  Congress* 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  means  for  preveatii^  Aecrj 
prehended  from   the  internal  enemies  of  the  United  Statei,  nd: 
them  from  carrying  on  correspondence  with  the  foreigo  emiiBn 
•tates,  broueht  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  he  postponed  to  Mofilri 

A  petition  from  Paul  Christman,  ensign  in  captain  Kejser'irtBr 
Maryland,  in  the  German  battalion,  was  read,  prajiaglcavetoRic 
mission : 

Mesolvedt  That  leave  be  granted. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported, 

That  there  ought  to  be  advanced  to  colonel  Valentine  Cnvfadi' 
executors  of  the  late  colonel  Hugh  Stevenson,  on  acoovnt  dia* 
dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  the  following  Canadian  prisonen,  tn^^^^ 
captain  Chartier  de  Lotbinier,  853.30  dollars :  viz.  , 

To  captain  Lotbinier,  for  his  allowance,  from  the  2d  of  Novcb^i 
the  31st  of  October,  1776,  52  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  104  dQUais:ii'j 
received  from  general  Schuyler,  14.60  dollars ;  remains  to  bejai^B 
SO  dollars : 

To  M.  Tonancour,  for  his  allowance,  from  the  9d  Nof.  \77h^' 
October,  1776,  52  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  104  dollars : 

To  M.  Dochambault,  for  his  allowance,  from  the  31st  of  Atgets- 
of  November,  10  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  20  dollars: 

To  M.  Fleurimont,  for  his  allowance,  from  the  31st  of  Asgnttii^' 
November,  10  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  20  dollars : 

To  M.St.  Ours,  fur  his  allowance,  from  the;31st  of  Augasttetbev^.* 
vember,  10  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  20  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  v^^ 
der  what  restrictions  the  suttlers,  who  supply  the  srmy,  shooii)^^' 
that  the  motions  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and  seconded,  be  referred  t»i^ 
mittee : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  WolcfC  ^^ 

A  petition  from  J.  Budden  and  T.  Lawrence  was  read,  ^°^^^ 
export  provisions  to  Turks'  Island,  in  order  to  bring  from  tbeoc^iJ^' 

Resolved^  That  leave  be  granted.  M^i 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  c«s*^ 
Whereupon,  .J 

Resolvedj  Tliat  Mynheer  N.  D.  Ottendorf  be  appointed  a  bft^cT 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  .^ 

JRfsolvedj  That  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  coas«»^ 
trade  of  these  states.  ^ 

Besolved,  Thhi  the  sum  of  2666.60  dollars  be  advanced  toJMi^ 
appointed  to  contract  for  casting  cannon ;  they  to  be  accooDtiMe-  ^^ 

A  letter  from  Tench  Coxe,  at  Trenton,  to  John  Tabor  Keiy/f^j, 
York,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  leave  requested  *®/^'*'^*'^I^Leri«''' 
der  to  obtain  the  release  of  Mrs.  Lewis,  who  is  detaioed  a  pn^ 
enemy  on  Long- Island : 

Resolved^  That  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  warj      ^  j 

That  the  delegates  of  New-Jersey  be  directed  to  caase«^^,^ 
made  through  what  channel  Mr.  Kempe  conveyed  the  intelligc"^ 
m  the  foregoing  letter. 
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d.  That  120  doUara  be  advanced  to  captain  George  Gibson,  of  the, 

inia  battalion,  he  to  account  with  the  paj-master-general  on  the  set- 

f  his  accounts. 

r  from  James  Sullivan  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

veral  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed, 

ued  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JVot^emfter  9,  1776. 

ed.  That  two  months'  pay,  being  250  dollars,  be  advanced  to  brigadier- 
iloche  de  Fermoj,  he  to  be  accountable : 

»f ,  That  he  repair  to  the  northern  army,  and  put  himself  under  the 
1  of  general  Scnuyler. 

it  of  the  3d  from  Timothy  Danielson,  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the 
issembly  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  appointed  to  officer  and  inlist  seven ' 
s  out  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  continental  army  near  White- ' 
kith  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  read : 
ed.  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 
nembers  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 
W,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  captain  Ottenaorf ;  and  that 
iered  to  repair  to  head -quarters,  and  put  himself  under  the  command 
ral  Washington. 

ommittee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
obert  Towers,  commissary,  for  sundry  articles  purchased  by  htm  by  di- 
)f  the  board  of  war,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  said  board, 
iullars : 

3280  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Casdorp,  to  pay  the  arrearages  due 
umpany  of  carpenters  sent  to  Ticonderoga :  tor  wnich  he  is  ix^  account: 
50,000  dollars  be  sent  to  Richard  Dallam,  esq.  deputy  pay-master 
for  the  fiying-camp ;  he  to  be  accountable : 
redj  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  under  what  restrictions  the 
,  who  supply  the  army,  ought  to  be  laid,  brought  in  a  report,  which  wa& 
md,  after  some  debate  thereon, 

ivedj  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday. 
;ret)8  having  received  intelligence  that  a  free  and  open  communication 
rrespondence  is  kept  up  with  the  enemy  on  Staten -Island  and  New- 
rom  Elizabethtown,  Newark,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  to  the  great  detri- 
f  the  American  cause :  It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  governor, 
,  and  assembly  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  to  take  the  most  speedy  and 
il  measures  to  stop  all  communication  between  that  state  and  the  ene- 
uarters,  that  shall  not  be  directed  by  proper  authority, 
lemorial  from  Lawrence  Bowden,  late  master  of  the  ship  Royal-Ex- 
,  taken  by  the  ship  of  war  Columbus,  was  presented  to  (Jongress  and 

Ted,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Ived,  That  Congress  will,  on  Tuesday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 

uf  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  means  of  supporting  the  cre- 

ihe  continental  currency. 

several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed* 

jurned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Mvembtr  11,  1776. 

'iter,  of  the  6th,  from  general  Washington ;  one,  of  the  8th,  from  briga^- 
eneral  Mercer ;  and  one  from  Richard  Bache,  esq.  were  read. 
ered,  That  the  two  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  the  latter 
beard  of  treasory. 
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RtMlvtd^  That  col.  James  Livingston  have  Icare  to  itoiit^rv 
any  of  the  United  States. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Noel  Romand,  sieor  de  Lisk,  cafbiiii 
artillery  in  the  service  of  France,  was  reitd  : 

Ordered.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved.  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directrf  'mL 
confer  with  the  council  of  safety  ot  Pennsjlvania;  or  a  cwnmitttes^ 
pointed,  on  the  best  ways  and  means  of  defending  iht  city  of  ftk 
case  it  should  be  attacked. 

Sesolvedj  That  the  committee  of  treasury*  or  either  of  thea.beo' 
to  administer  oaths  to  persons  whom  they  shall  examine  or eopldjti. 
the  resolutions  of  Confess. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Tiaiothj])anie2ion.ti<^ 
enclosed  therein,  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  wis  mi  ^ 

debate,  .,i__j 

Resolved.  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postoooei. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY.  JTovember  12, 177^ 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  gen.  Mifflin ;  one,  of  the  same  dite,fej 

lam ;  and  one,  of  the  9th,  from  Dr.  Shippen,  were  read.  f 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  doe,  I 

To  George  Stt^ltz,  for  iron- work,  and  repairing  a  contiiientil  «c< 

1^60  dollars:  .. 

To  John  Tyler,  for  bayonet-scabbards,  and  repairing  arms  tor  m 
battalion, '82.30  dollars:  . 

To  Mons.  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  bis  pay  and  nt»»>^ 
of  October  to  10th  of  November,  41.30  dollars:  .        ^ 

To  doctor  Beaumont,  a  prisoner,  of  the  26th  regiment,  for  fciiifl^, 
2l8t  July  to  3d  November,  inclusive,  being  15  weeks,  at  2  dolUn*" 

dollars:  .   ..  :^« 

To  William  M*Lcod,  a  prisoner,  of  the  59th  regiment,  for  to** 
from  21  St  July  to  Sd  November,  inclusive,  being  15  weeks,  it  iW"^'^ 
30  dollars:  ^      „  ^, 

That  there  is  to  be  paid  to  Daniel  du  Chemio,  for  the  allo*^^ 
Messrs.  Hertel,  Giasson,  and  la  Magdalaine,  Canadian  P"^^^;^ 
August  to  6th  November,  inclusive,  14  weeks,  at  2  doUar»  a  wca* 
each,  84  dollars :  .y} 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  Joel  Zane,  for  the  allowance  ote^^:^ 
roar,  of  the  7i\i  regiment,  from  20th  July  to  1st  November,  i^^S'^ 
at  2  dollars  a  week,  SO  dollars ;  and  to  captain  Swan. «[  ™*^f 
from  21st  June  to  1st  November,  being  19  weeks,  at  2  dolto*  sow 

whole  68  dollars :  \   v      theff^i 

To  James  Budden,  for  himself,  and  others  of  the  rigbt-lww»J  *^^  > 

as  an  escwt  with  money  to  New- York,  82  dollars,  and  *^f '"^^»! 

general  Prescot  from  Reading  to  Philadelphia,  24.42  dollars;  W» - 

ing  106.42  dollars :  ..gi^  \ 

To  William  Woodhouse,  for  wafers  for  the  use  of  CongreM.  i-^^  ^^  ^ 
To  Thomas  Smith,  for  paper  for  the  use  of  the  cmaoasioasrs^     j 

York  department,  15.7'8  dollars :  .  .  a^%  ; 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  Dr.  Rush  625  dollars  for  5  montDs  >»     . 

to  brieadier-general  Thompson,  who  is  to  be  accountable : 

Ordered.  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid.  ..   .^^^' 

The  committee  of  treasury,  to  whom  that  part  of  the  V^^v  ^P' 

•f  John  Brown,  lieutenant^colonel  of  the  regiment  comman*^^  ^ 


JOURNALS  OP  CONGRESS,  1776.  545 


lat  bis  extraordioarj  services  id  Canada,  last  yekr,  may  be  considered, 
redy  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 
i.  To  lie  on  the  table. 

r  to  Willing  &  Morris,  from  Samuel  Smith,  master  of  the  Hancock  & 
wrho,  on  his  passage  ,to  Philadelphia,  was  taken  by  the  Gamecock  pri- 
'  ^ode-Island,  commanded  by  Timothy  Pierce,  and  carried  into  Bed- 
iassachusetts-Bay)  dated  Bedford  port,  November  1,  was  laid  before 
and  read : 

d.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  secret  committee,  and  that  they  report 
on  board  the  Hancock  &  Adams,  and  how  it  oueht  to  be  disposed  of. 
ard  of  war,  to  whom  a  request  from  the  state  of  Virginia  was  referred, 
1  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 
id.  That  the  demands  of  the  continent  for  cannon  are  at  present  of  so 
I  nature  tiliat  none  can  be  soared  for  the  particular  use  of  any  state ; 
on  as  a  sufficient  Quantity  ot  ordnance  is  supplied  tQ  the  United  States, 
st  of  the  state  ot  Yir^nia,  to  be  permitted  to  purchase  cannon  at 
works,  shall  be  complied  with. 

lonsienr  Romand  de  Lisle  be  appointed  a  major  of  artillery  in  the 
'  the  United  States,  and  sent  to  gencra,l  Washington,  to  be  employed 
1  think  proper. 

ion  from  James  M'Connaughy  was  read. 
d.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
orial  from  Azariah  Dunham  was  read  : 

i.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania, 
r,  of  the  ^h,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  one  of  the  31st  of 
rom  general  Gates,  at  Ticonderoga,  was  read, 
ss  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  let- 
nothy  Danielson ;  Whereupon, 

d.  As  the  opinion  of  Con^ss,  that  if  the  soldiers  to  be  raised  by  the 
Iassachusetts-Bay,  be  inlisted  on  the  the  terms  offered  to  them,  which 
advantageous  than  what  are  offered  to  other  soldiers  serving  in  the 

f,  it  would  much  retard.  If  not  totally  impede,  the  inlistment  of  the 
produce  discontent  atad  murmur,  unless  Congress  should  equally  in- 
e  pay.  of  these,  which,  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congress,  would  universally 
ated  as  an  immoderate  expense,  and  complained  of  as  a  grievous  btir- 
lose  who  must  bear  it ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  committee  from  the 
iassachusetts-Bay  be  desired  not  to  inlist  their  men  on  the  additional 
d  by  the  assembly  of  that  state. 

erconsideration,  the  resolution  of  the  i6th  of  September  last,  for  rais- 
ttalions  to  serve  during  the  present  war  with  Great-Britain,  Con- 
ig  of  opinion,  that  the  readiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  states  to 
•  the  service  for  limited  times,  in  defence  of  their  invaluable  privileges, 
mer  occasions,  gives  good  ground  to  hope  the  same  zeal  for  the  pub- 
irill  appear  in  future,  when  necessity  calls  for  their  assistance,  and. 
ncertain  length  of  time  which  forces,  raised  during  the  continuance 
sent  war,  may  be  comoelled  to  serve,  may  prevent  men  from,  inlist- 
would  otherwise  manifest  their  attachment  to  the  common  cause,  by 
for  a  limited  time ;  therefore, 

dj  That  all  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  who  do  not  in- 
ngage  their  service  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war,  and 
t  to  serve  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress^  shall  be 
0,  and  receive  all  such  bounty  and  pay  as  are  allowed  to  those  who  in- 
g  the  continuance  of  the  present  war,  except  the  100  acres  of  land  s 
d  is  to  be  granted  to  those  only  who  inlist  without  such  limitation  of 
ad  each  recruiting  officer  is  required  to  provide  two  distinct  inlisting 
)i..  I.  69 
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rolls,  one  for  such  to  sicn  as  inlist  daring  the  contiBvaoceaf  t^*> 
other  for  sach  as  inlist  for  three  years,  iftiieir  senrice  sUibestk 

The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postpoM^. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY.  JV^frernhn-  IS,  1775. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th  of  October,  from  Joseph  TnimWI,«Bii» 
Was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Rtsolvedy  That  40.000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thwsaa  Lwn,« 
to  the  account  of  Joseph  Trumbull,  agreeable  to  his  reqMt 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  coland  J«"^ 
l^liarton,  as  fit  pereons  to  execute  the  business  of  the  1117,  ■»»* 
of  the  marine  committee, 

Rtsolvtd^  That  they  be  accepted.  ^ 

A  letter,  of  the  lOth,  from  M.  Tilghman,  president  of  fte  m^ 
rjland,  enclosing  sundry  resolutions  of  that  body,  relatife  to  »a 
quota  of  the  new  levies,  was  laid  before  Congress  aod  read: 

Ordered^  That  the  president  furnish  the  connnissioBWS  ^'^^ 
sent  therefrom  to  nuse  their  levies,  with  the  resohitioB  "  J**!^.j 
the  new  levies  to  inlist  for  three  years  only,  and,  at  the  spf ' 
them,  that,  if  die  inhabitants  of  that  state  will  inl»**®j??l*r!Ii 
tinuance  of  the  present  war,  they  already  have  the  ^^'^  ?!  ^ 
America  pledgetl  for  the  land  to  be  granted  to  such  soldieis. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  ia  fl«»       ^1 

To  Mons.  la  Marque,  a  Canadian  prisoner,  for  »«»»"?^3J^ 
Auffust  to  the  8th  of  November,  inclusive,  being  10  weeks,  at 
20  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Mons.  de  la  Magdalaine :      ,       ,  l 

To  capt.  Thomas  Gamble,  a  prisoner  of  the  4rth  «^»*"*'  J,  ^ 
from  the  10th  of  August,  to  the  2d  of  November,  inclasiWi  i- 
dullars  a  week,  24  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  James  Biddic,  «*l;  ^^ 

To  Michael  Leightner,  and  to  be  paid  to  George  \aton.  W'^ 
on  their  march,  15.5  dollars:  w^^t'^ 

To  John  Nourse,  for  ferriage  of  himself,  and  ^^'^^ri^ 
horses,  &c.  over  Hoe's  ferry,  4.60  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  ca'-J-   ,. 

To  doctor  Samuel  Wilson,  for  board,  attendance,  and  meaw^ 
diers  of  the  6th  Virginia  regiment,  33.60  dollars :  .  ^^1^ 

To  Wollore  Mcng,  for  12  scabbards  delivered  io  captoo  Kif 
the  5th  Virginia  battalion,  4.72  dollars :  ,vJ> 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  Tliomas  Arrocr,  on  ^^^^[^\i^'' 
son,  for  so  much  short  paid  on  settlement  of  her  ^^^r^^^^^ 
last,  for  board.  &c.  of  sick  soldiers  belonging  to  captain  una 

dollars:  ^      *  1  fcrtb^ 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  the  Pennsylvania  hospitti.  >• 

clothing  of  J.  Hughes,  a  wounded  soldier,  36.54  dollar*'   ^^^^f\ 
That  there  should  be  paid  to  Adam  Eccle.  8.78  dollars,  De"J^^ 


by  him  to  seijeant  John  Byers,  of  captain  Hublej's  c^'^PjJL^ 
battalion,  to  enable  him  to  support  his  party,  being  a  ga^    " 

ladelphia to  North-Carolina:  .  ukt(SF 

That  ^^^^  ;a«in<ifA  iv;nam  n<ff«rMi.  A  «nl(1ieriDtDe'f<'j^fj 


Hendrick 
Januar 
68.80  dollars  : 


To  Henry  Taylor,  a  soldier  in  captain  Smith's  riBe-J"^,:^ 
c,  and  now  returned,  for  his  pay  from  Ist  June  to  iWa  ^ 

and  10  days,  at  6.60  dollars,  35.50  dollars :  ^^tortt**'' 

To  Dr.  William  Sarringhausen,  for  medicine  9xA^fZ^x^ 

of  capuin  Woelpper's  company,  in  the  German  battltf^*"' 
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enjamin  Eyre,  ship-wright,  for  his  pay  and  rations,  employed  in  con- 
!5  row-gallies  at  New-York,  horse-hire,  and  travelling  expenses  to  Al- 
»  engage  boards, '&c.  for  the  army,  427.77  dollars: 

60,000  dollars  be  sent  to  R*  Dallam,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general 
ying  camp,  for  the  use  of  the  army : 

there  is  due  to  Daniel  Naef,  for  the  ferriage  of  Virginia  troops,  their 
i,  wagons  and  horses,  over  Susauehanna,  61.72  dollars : 
\.Ddrew  M'Nair,  for  his  attendance  on  Congress  146  days,  cleaning 
&c.  to  1st  November,  118.81  dollars; 
iredy  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid, 
board  of  treasury  brought  in  a  report  respecting  the  certificates  to  be 

0  the  lenders  of  the  five  millions  or  dollars,  voted  to  be  borrowed,  which 

id. 

board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  : 

upon, 

dved,  That  £000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Hausegger  for  the  use 

Grerman  battalion ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

ivedj  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

secret  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  captain  Smith  was  referred, 

t  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  :  Whereupon, 

dved.  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  write  letters  to  governor 

,  to  the  continental  agent  in  Rhode-Island,  and  such  other  persons  as 

hall  think  proper,  to  make  strict  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  captain 

ly   Pierce,  respecting  the  capture  or  seizure  of  the  ship  Hancock  & 

i,  employed  in  the  continental  service,  and  cause  him  to  be  prosecuted 

i  penalty  of  the  bond  ^ven,  when  he  received  his  commission,  if  it  shall 

-,  on  the  enquiry,  tmit  in  justice  to  the  continent,  such  prosecution 

be  commenced ;  and  the  said  committee  are  authorized  to  do  what  may 
essar^r  for  supporting  the  prosecution. 

remainder  ot  the  report  postponed. 
:  several  matters  to  this  aay  referred,  being  postponed, 
ourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

THURSDAY,  Mvember  14,  1776. 

etter,  of  the  4th,  from  R.  H.  Harrison,  and  one,  of  ihe  17th  October, 
fames  Bowdoin,  esq.  were  read : 
[erei.  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
olvedj  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  council 
ety  of  Pennsylvania,  and  enquire  wnat  quantity  of  salt  they  have  on 
or  expect  shortly,  and  what  proportion  can  be  spared  for  the  public 
e: 

1  members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

>rmation  being  given  to  Congress,  that  part  or  the  enemy's  fleet  was 
:oming  out  of  the  Hook,  and  steering  its  course  to  the  southward : 
olved.  That  copies  of  the  letter,  giving  the  information,  be  sent  by  ex- 
to  general  Wasnington,  and  to  governor  Livingston,  of  New-Jersey,  and 
0  the  southern  states. 

\olved,  That  the  board  of  war  confer  immediately  with  the  council  of 
'  of  Pennsylvania,  and  co-operate  with  them  in  devising  ways  and  means 
illing  forth  the  strength  of  that  and  the  neighboring  states,  for  the  de- 
of  this  city,  against  any  attempts  which  the  enemy  may  make  to  obtain 
ssion  of  it;  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  ^e  board  of  war  be  invested  with 
II  powers  of  Congress,  to  promote  most  effectually  this  important  purpose ; 
nt  the  marine  committee  also  be  directed  to  make  such  aisposition  of  the 
force,  now  in  the  river  Delaware,  or  the  neighborhood  thereof  as  will 
londuce  to  defeat  the  designs  of  the  enemy. 
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The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  poetponed* 
AdjQfumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  J>r&vemher  15,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  j^eneral  Washington,  at  Peek's-kill;  oncofAe 
5th,  from  general  Gates,  at  Ticonderoga,  informing'  of  general  Carltea's  re- 
treat from  Crown-Point;  one,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Attwij; 
one  of  die  12th,  from  genend  Green ;  one,  without  date,  from  general  Lf wis; 
one  from  Robert  Ogden,  of  the  11th  ;  and  one  from  R.  Dallam  to  R.  Peters, 
were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Lewis  be  referred  to  the  marine  coo- 
mittee. 

Resolved^  That  tlie  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  rcqucstei  to  sw- 
•ply  E.  Blain,  esq.  with  £30  bushels  of  salt,  for  the  ptMic  sernce:  That  tie 
said  council  of  safety  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested,  to  supply  Mfisn. 
Lowry,  Wharton,  Ogden,  and  Dunham,  assistants  to  the  commissary-genenl. 
or  anjr  one  of  them,  with  one  half  of  such  quantities  of  salt,  as  are,  or  inaj  b^ 
in  their  hands,  for  the  use  of  the  continent. 

Two  memorials,  one  from  Eleazer  Oswald,  and  the  other  from  Samuel  Uck- 
wood,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  ^^ 

M.  Romand  de  Line,  who,  on  ihe  ISth,  was  appotnted  a  major  of  trtnicTy. 
thinking  that  appointment  inadequate  to  his  merit  and  abilities,  and  reqvewiS 
to  be  sent  to  geiierai  Washington,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  p^^ 
specimen  of  his  abilities: 

JResolvedj  l^at  he  haveieave  to  ^  to  general  Washington. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  marine  committee  apply  to  the  council  of  safety  ^'^^^ji 
aylvania,  for  1500  24  lb.  1800  18 lb.  cannon  shot,  and  500  bar-shot,  whiclin»^ 
be  re-placed  by  Congress ;  and  tliat  the  said  committee  send  the  shot  m^ 
tons  of  powder  to  South-Carolina,  for  the  defence  of  that  state  and  Now- 
Carolina:  ,. 

That  a  copy  of  the  intelliijcnce  contained  in  g:eneral  Green's  letter  oiw 
12th,  be  sent  by  express,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  the  southern  *^*^ 

The  secret  committee  having  reported,  that  the  cargo  belonging  to  thcwa- 
tinent,  imported  in  the  Hancock  &  Adams,  consisted  of  the  following  trn^^ 
viz.  72  chests  of  arms,  311  barrels  of  ^npowder,  3S8  pigs^of  lead,  ^J^^ 
gun-flints,  1  case  of  pins,  138  barrels  tin-plates,  5  cases  of  iron-wire,  rD«»" 
of  salt-petre,  and  10  bales  of  merchandise :  i^  n  rock 

Besotvedj  That  the  secret  committee  direct  the  entire  caijo  of  me  wbc^ 
&  Adams  to  be  landed  at  Bedford,  and  deposited  in  places  of  safety,  uDder 
care  of  the  Committee  of  that  place,  until  ordered  from  thence : 

That  the  muskets,  powder,  lead,  and  gun-flints,  be  delivered  by  tte  cwj 
TOittee  of  Bedford,  to  the  order  of  the  board  of  war,  who  arc  to  mform  w  ^ 
neral  of  these  stores,  and  direct  the  whole,  or  an  v  part  that  may  *^  T*V  ^  ^ 
4he  use  of  the  army,  to  be  delivered  to  him ;  with  an  injunctian  natto  po  ^ 
muskets  into  the  hands  of  any  but  those  soldiers  who  inlist  under  tbe  i^^ 
solves  and  regulations  of  Congress :  .  •     «k  t  is  do^ 

That  everv  part  of  the  merchandise  on  board  tiie  '"^  ^y'^i!  secret 
wanted  for  the  use  of  the  army,  be  i^pplied  to  tliat  use,  and  that  tne  ^  ^^ 
oommittee  inform  general  Mifflin,  the  a«arter-master  eencraJ,  *'j*'^^|de«irt' 
close  him  an  order  for  the  immediate  delivery  of  all  such  mirts  as  "^y^  ^gcret 

That  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  be  sufcgect  to  the  directions  oiw^  ^^ 
committee,  who  are  empowered  to  order  it  from  thence,  either  by  «^  ^^ 
to  any  other  part  or  parts  of  these  states,  where  the  ^ticles  mV  ^ 
for  the  public  service. 

The  committee  of  treasury  -repoi^,  that  there  is  ^e. 
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trustees  for  the  poor  of  Frederick  county  9  Maryland,  for  board  and 

:e  of  sick  soldiers  of  the  Maryiaad  troops  in  continental  service,  58  30 

a  be  paid  to  Nicholas  Hower : 

.  Nicholas  Way,  for  medicine,  attendance,  lodgine,  narsing,  &c.  of 

iers  of  ^e  5th  and  6th  Virginia  regiments,  467  36  dollars. 

>ci.  That  the  said  accounts  he  paid. 

ess  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  relative  to  the 

Vliereupon, 

ted.  That  a  bonnty  of  20  dollars  be  paid  to  the  commanders,  officers, 

I   of  such -continental  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  as  shall  make  prize  of 

Lish  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  for  everv  cannon  mounted  on  board  each 

t  the  time  of  such  capture,  and  8  dollars  per  head  for  every  man  then 

1  and  belonging  to  such  prize : 

the  rank  of  the  naval  officers  be  to  the  rank  of  officers  in  the  land  ser^ 

follows : 

Captain  of  a  stup  of  20 
to  40  guns  Lieutenant-oolonel^ 

Captain  of  a  stup  of  tO 

to  20  guns  BCajor, 

lieutenant  in  the  lanj   Captain. 


asa 
niral 
niral 
ore 

of  a  ship  of  40 
jid  upwards 


General, 

Lieutenant-general, 
Major^nen], 
Brigadkerf^eral, 


Colonel, 


the  pay  of  all  officers  and  men  in  the  American  navy,  from  the  date 
new  commissions,  under  the  free  and  independent  states  g(  America,  be 

►ws: 
ofTOguM  Per  calendar    OflOtoSOt 


ip-wards, 

lant, 

snate, 
ain, 
ain's  mate, 

r, 

it's  mate, 

)n, 

im's  mate, 

nter, 

nter'smate, 

if, 
ipman. 


month, 

eOdoUs. 

30 

so 

15 
15 

15 

91-2 
25 
15 
15 

9i 
9 
12 


48  dolls. 

24 

24 

15 

13 

9 
13 

9 
212^ 

13* 
13 

9 

9 
12 


u 


sunt, 
9  dolls; 
10 


8  1.2 
81-3 
9 

12 

10 
none 


qf§kip9o/20sunB  PertaiendaP   (^10l»20 

'     and  vpwarde,  month.  Jfunt,  , 

Armourer,  9  doUa. 

Sail-maker,  10 

S«dl-makcr'a  nafte. 

Yeoman, 

Quarter-]iiaiter»  9 

Cook,  9 

Coxswain,  9 

Captain's  elerky  15    % 

steward,  10 

Chapkin,  20 

Yeoman  of  powder 

room,  9 1.2 

Master  at  arms,  10 

Seamen,  8 

^at  vessels,  under  ten  guns,  be  commanded  by  lieutenants : 
lat  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  such  vessels  be, 

utenant  commanding, 

tc, 

itswain, 

[\e  other  officers  and  men  the  same  as  in  vessels  from  10  to  20  guns : 

line  officers, Captain,        30  dollars.)    Lieutenant,  20doUara» 

on-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  the  same  as  in  the  land  service. 

esolved^  That  the  president  write  to  general  Washington,  and  inform  him, 

as  leave  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of  the  foreign  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great- 

ain,  that  are  prisoners  to  these  states. 

ongress  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  treasury,  for 

-ying  into  execiltion  the  resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to  theloan-omces; 

lereupon, 

lesolwd^  That  the  oertificatos  be  of  the  following  denominations : 


SOdoUars; 

15 

12 


tjunner. 
Carpenter, 


9 
9 
8 


12doUafB; 
12 


rsr  of  1000 

737,000 

470  of  600 

882,000 

JOS  of  500 

1,102,500 

2940  of   400 
3675  of   300 


11,027 


1.176,000 
1,102,500 

^^■^^^"■^^™» 

5,000/)00 
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That  the  value  or  denomination  of  the  certificates,  be,  in  different  parts 
thereof  in  print  an4  writing : 

That  each  denomination  have  a  check-letter^  corresponding  with  a  letter  a 
the  margin  to  be  left  in  the  book : 

That  tlie  several  denominations  be  further  distinguished  from  emch  other, 
by  having  the  border,  at  the  end  of  the  certificate,  varied  or  altered  fron  tk 
rest: 

That  the  engraved  ornaments  between  the  margin,  or  part  left  in  the  bod 
and  the  certificate,  be  cut  indentwise,  first  having  occasional  dashes  made  with 
.  a  pen  across  it,  of  the  colour  with  which  the  treasurer  signs  his  n&me  : 

That  the  impressions  of  the  rolling-press,  with  the  signature  of  the  treasurer, 
in  certificates  of  the  highest  denomination,  be  made  with  jellow-ink,  of  the 
second  with  blue,  of  the  third  with  red,  of  the  fourth  with  green,  and  of  the  fifUi 
or  lowest  denomination  with  purple. 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Dean,  Matthew  Irwin,  John  Dunlap  and  BeDJaBua 
Harbeson,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Dr.  Charles  Ludwig  having  been  duty  examined  on  the  practice  of  sargerr 
and  medicine,  and  recommended  as  dufj  qualified. 

Resolved^  That  he  be  appointed  surgeon  to  the  (German  battalion. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JSTovemher  16,  1776. 

^solved.  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  secretary  of  the  boird  of 
war,  for  contingent  expenses ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  North-Carolina,  te 
station  brigadier-general  Moore,  with  the  regular  troops  under  his  command,  ia 
such  parts  of  that  state,  or  of  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  where  they  will  be 
in  a  capacity  to  render  immediate  and  seasonable  assistance  to  their  mends  in 
South -Carolina;  and  that  they  may  be  on  the  spot  to  oppose  the  enemy,  when, 
and  wheresoevy^  they  shall  attempt  to  make  their  lanclmg  good  in  that  state; 
and  that  the  convention  of  North-Carolina  do,  immediately,  at  the  continental 
expense,  embody  5000  militia,  to  complete  any  military  operations  already  be- 
gun by  o^eneral  Moore,  to  defend  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  or  march  to  the 
relief  oftheir  neighbours  in  South-Carolina,  or  Virginia,  where  there  diall  be  most 
occasion  for  their  support. 

The  committee  on  the  lottery,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday  next. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  J^ovemher  18,  1776. 

Resolved,  Tliat  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  tiie  council  of  safety  of  Penn- 
sylviinia ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  general  Washington,  enolosinff  copies  of  letters 
which  passed  between  him  and  general  Howe ;  one  of  the  oth,  from  general 
Gates ;  one,  of  the  lOth,  from  Richard  Stockton  and  6.  Clymer,  esqn.  at 
Albany ;  one,  of  the  1 1th,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Albany ;  one,  of  the 
16th,  from  ^neral  Stephens,  at  Amboy;  one,  of  the  1st,  from  B.  Harrison, 
pay-master  in  the  southern  department ;  and,  one  of  the  8th,  from  brigadier- 
general  Lewis,  at  Williamburg,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Washington,  general  Schuyler, 
general  Gates,  and  brigadier-general  Stephens,  be  referred  to  the  board  oC  war ; 
that  the  letters  from  brigadier-general  Lewis  and  B.  Harrison,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  treasury. 


JOURKALS  OF  CONGBESS,  1776. 


551 


letter  and  memorial  from  Joseph  Tnimbull,  esq.  and  a  memorial  from  E* 

ird,  were  read : 

^Ived,  That  the j  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

letter  from  Juliana  Zedwitz  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 

tate  of  prisoners. 

tsolved^  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  said  committee,  and  that  they  be 

sted  to  take  into  consideration  the  case  of  lieutenant  McLean,  who  was 

it  Philadelphia  bj  general  Wooster : 

be  member  chosen,  Mr.  Hooper. 

be  marine  committee  having  recommended  Francis  Hopkinson,  esq.  as  a 

erson  to  execute  the  business  of  the  navy,  under  their  directioo, 

tsolvedf  That  he  be  accepted. 

memorial  of  Isaac  Cox,  in  behalf  of  Alexander  Frazer  and  others,  inha- 

nts  of  the  Island  of  Providence,  owners  of  two  sloops  called  the  Dragon 

the  Moll^,  taken  by  private  sloops  of  war,  called  the  Uongress  and  Chance, 

brought  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  but  afterwards  released,  praying  for 
ers  of  safe  conduct  for  the  said  sloops  to  the  port  of  Providence,  in  order 
irevent  any  arrest  or  molestation  by  the  vessels  of  war  in  .the  service  of  the 

ted  States : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

L  petition  from  Muscoe  Livingston,  was  read: 

}rdered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

fhe  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr.  Ross. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  lottery; 

lereupon. 

Resolved^  That  the  scheme  of  the  lottery  be  as  follows,  viz. 

Fhat  it  consist  of  100,000  tickets,  each  ticket  to  be  divided  into  four  billets, 

i  to  be  drawn  in  four  classes. 

*st  class,  at  10  dollars  each  billet,  -  -  -  1,000,000 

duction,  at  15  per  cent.     ---,.-  150/)00 


izes.     1  of  10,000        «  -  . 

2  of    5,000 
SO  of    1,000 
400  of       500        - 
20,000  of         20        -  -  - 

rried  to  the  fourth  class, 

cond  class,  100,000  billets  at  20  dollars  each, 
iduction,  at  15  per  cent. 


izes.     1  of  20,000 
2  ot  10,000 
10  of    5,000 
100  of    1.000 
820  of       500        - 
20,000  of         30        -  -  - 

rried  to  the  fourth  class, 

lird  class,  100,000  billets  at  30  dollars  each, 
sduction,  at  15  per  cent. 


10,000 

10,000 

30,000 

200,000 

400,000 

200,000 


850,000 


20,000 
20,000 
50,000 
100,000 
410,000 
600,000 
500,000 


850,000 

2,000,000 
300,000 

1,700,000 


izes. 


1  of  30,000 
1  of  20.000 


30,000 
20,000 


1,700,000- 

3,000,000 
450,000 

2^50,000 
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2  of  15,000 
2  of  10,000 
10  of    5,000 
200  of    1,000        ... 
1000  of       500         .  -  . 

20,000  of         40         ' 
Carried  to  the  4th  class. 

Fourth  class,  100,000  billets  at  40  dollars  each. 
Deduction,  at  15  per  cent. 


Brought  from  the  first  class, 
from  the  sectod  class^ 
from  the  third  class, 


Prizes.    1  of  50,000 

2  of  25,000 

2  of  10,000 

10  of    5,000 

100  of    1,000 


30,000 
20,000 
50,000 
200,000 
500,000 
800,000 
900,000 


2,550,000 

4,001^ 
600^000 

SOOjOO 


200  of  500 

1000  of  300 

15,000  of  200 

20,000  of  50 


Total, 

50,000 

50,000 

20,000 

50,000 

100,000 

100,000 

300,000 

3,000,000 

1,300,000 


5,OOQ/W0 


5.000,000 


The  lottery  being  intended  to  raise  a  sum  of  moner  on  loan,  bearing  in  >&- 
nua.l  interest  of  four  per  cent,  which,  with  the  sums  arising  from  the  dedoctioi^ 
is  t«  be  applied  for  carrying  on  the  present  most  juat  and  necessary  wifj^ 
defence  of  the  lives,  liberties  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  UbM 
Statics : 

Mesolved,  That  the  fortunate  adventurers  in  the  1st  class,  who  draw  more 
than  20  dollars,  and  so  in  the  2d  and  3d  classes,  who  draw  more  than  50«r«' 
dollars,  shall,  at  their  option,  receive  a  treasury  bank  note  for  the  prize  «^ 
prizes  drawn,  payable  at  the  end  of  five  years,  and  an  annual  interest  oo  ue 
same,  at  the  rate  of  four 'per  cent,  or  the  pre-emption  of  such  billets  in  <« 
ne&t  succeeding  class,  as  snail  not  be  renewed  witnin  ^e  time  ^^^^^^'^^a^ 
mited.  Every  adventurer  in  the  1st  class  shall  have  a  right  togothrongbo^ 
subsequent  classes,  but  shall  not  be  obliged  to  do  it.  The  drawers  of  20,  ^ 
and  40  dollars  in  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  classes,  who  do  not  applv  for  their  mo^ 
within  six  weeks  after  the  drawing  ends,  shall  be  deemea  aa venturers  »nj^ 

next  suceeedinir  class,  and  have  their  billets  renewed  without  any  tO"V* 
--      ° •       •     Aefnce 


preceding  clasMj 

to  such  as  shall  apply  for  the  same.    The  fortunate  adventurers  in  ^^'^ 
class,  who  draw  50  dollars,  shall,  upon  application  to  the  conimissioncrs  ot  a 
loan  offices  in  tlie  respective  states,  wnere  the  drawers  reside,  receive  w^ 
money,  without  any  deduction,  and  4II  who  draw  above  that  sum,  shall  recej 
in  like  manner,  without  deduction,  for  the  sums  drawn,  bank  treasury  no 
payable  at  the  end  of  five  years  after  the  drawing,  at  tlie  loan  office  of  the  s  ^ 
m  which  the  drawers  reside.    The  interest  to  commence  from  the  last  day 
drawing,  and  to  be  paid  annually  at  the  said  respective  loan-offices:     ^^ 

That,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  said  lottery,  there  shall  be  seven  in*J|*'^ 
gers,  who  shall  give  bond,  and  be  on  oath,  for  the  faithful  discharge  ®^*^^  ?i2d 

That  tlie  money,  as  fast  as  received  by  the  managers  for  billets,  be  loop* 
in  the  continental  treasury : 
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That  the  drawing  of  the  first  class  begin  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  Istof  March, 
1777,  or  sooner^  if  sooner  full. 

Resolvedy  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  JVovm6er/19, 1776. 

The  convention  of  Maryland  having  appointed  new  delegates,  two  of  them 
attending,  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment,  which  were  read,  a& 
follows : 

•*  Maryland.    In  Convention,  Mbvemher  19, 1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  hon.  Matthew  Tilghman,  esq.  and  Thomas  Johnson,  jun. 
"William  Paca,  Thomas  Stone,  Samuel  Chase,  Benjamin  Rumsey,  and  Charles 
Carroll,  Bar.  esquires,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  delegates  to  represent 
'Uiis  state  in  Congress,  until  the  first  day  of  March  next,  or  until  the  general 
assembly  shall  make  further  order  therein ;  and  that  the  said  delegates,  or  ady 
three  or  more  of  them,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  concur  with  the  other 
United  States,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in  forming  a  confederation,  and  in  mak- 
ing foreign  alliances ;  provided  that  such  confederation,  when  formed,  be  not 
binding  upon  this  state  without  the  assent  of  the  general  assembly  ;  and  the 
saiid  delegates,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  are  also  authorized  and  empower- 
ed to  concur  in  any  measures  which  may  be  resolved  on  by  Con^cr^s^,  for  car- 
nring  on  the  war  with  Great-Britain,  and  securing  the  liberties  of  the  United 
States,  reserving  always  to  this  state  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regulating 
the  internal  police  thereof.  And  the  said  delegates,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  notwithstanding  any  measure 
heretofore  taken  to  concur  with  the  Congress,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in  accom- 
modating our  unhappy  difference  with  Great-Britain,  on  such  terms  as  the  Con- 
gress, or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  think  proper. 

Extract  from  the  minutes :  G.  DUVAL." 

Besolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed,  in  settlinj^  brigadier-ge- 
neral Armstrong's  accounts,  to  allow  his  charge  for  travelling  expenses  to  and 
from  South-Carolina,  amounting  to  400  dollars : 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  general  Washington,  and  one  of  the  17th,  from 
C.  Biddle,  were  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  | 
"Whereupon, 

ReMolved,  That  100  three  pounders,  50  six  pounders,  50  twelve  pounders,  IS 
eighteen  pounders,  and  13  twenty-four  pounders,  all  of  brass,  be  immediately 
provided  as  field  artillery,  for  the  use  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  secret  comnuttee  be  directed  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for 
procuring  the  said  brass  artillery ;  that  the  said  committee  confer  with  the 
committee  for  procuring  cannon,  and  consult  with  them  how  many  they  can 
provide : 

That  this  matter  be  kept  as  secret  as  the  nature  of  the  business  will  admit. 

Resolved,  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,, 
for  the  use  of  that  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  lottery ;  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  managers  shall  receive  for  his  trouble  one-tenth 
per  centum  on  all  the  money  he  shall  receive  on  the  sale  of  the  tickets : 
That  the  tickets  or  billets  be  sold  for  ready  money  : 
That  each  of  the  managers  give  bond  to  the  president,  for  the  use  of  the  Unit- 
VoL.  I.  70 
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cd  States,  in  the  penalty  of  20,000  dollars,  fotr  the  fiutfafoidiKlar^sl 
trast. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  aifpobttdte'ig 
Mpeal  aninst  the  sentence  fiassed  on  the  lib^l,  John  Bam,  ftcatki 
Betsey,  oc.  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Rudedge. 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  Chase. 

Congress  being  informed,  there  are  two  ensigncies  vacint  in^& 
battalion,  proceeded  to  elect  persons  to  fill  up  the  same ;  isdtbe  isik&l 
taken, 

George  Howard  and  Jacob  Laudermilk  were  elected. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  ought  to  beadnsotl 
lonel  James  Livingston  the  sum  of  2,000  dollars,  for  which  he  is  tits 
with  the  commissioners  for  auditing  the  accounts  in  the  northern  d^ 

That  there  is  due  to  Edward  Rutledge,  esq.  for  cash  he  paid  \s^vk\ 
gresa,  to  Josef>h  Beck,  an  express  to  South -Carolina,  with  despste^i 
cepted  with  Kirkland^  &c.  the  sum  of  13$.30  dollars,  and  iormivfi 
himself.  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Adams,  a  committee  toStaten-lslioda^ 
71.S0  dollars  ;  the  whole  amounting  to  204.60  dollars : 

To  Jos.  Baldwin,  for  ferriage  of  militia  over  Neshaminy  fcrrj,  6i^^ 

To  Samuel  Pugh,  for  victualling  troops  of  the  fiying<amp,  on  tkli 
8  dollars : 

To  John  ^arvis.  for  ferriage  over  Neshaminy,  12.21  dollars,  ud^ 
to  different  expresses,  10.56  dollars,  the  whole  22.57  dollars: 

That  there  should  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  br  them  sat  a 
jamin  Harrison,  jun.  esq.  deputy  pay -master  general  in  Ylrginiaf  t^^ 
$00,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  that  department : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  fte  boardofif 
13th instant:  Whereupon, 

Besolvedj  That  the  commissary-general,  or  his  depaties,  uiske  r^'' ' 
ly  returns  of  all  rations  issued  or  paid  to  the  officers  and  privates  eitff 
ment,  troop,  or  company  in  the  service  of  the  states,  to  the  adjotiitf 
or  his  depoties,  to  be  by  him  indebted  in  the  general  retaroBoftbe^i' 
transmitted  to  Congress  monthly :  jj*  i 

That,  on  any  sick  or  disabled  non-commissioned  officer  or  w&^ 
lent  to  any  hospital  or  sick-quarters,  the  captain  or  commaDdantv^:^ 
or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  shall  send  to  the  surgeon,  or  dir«||^^ 
feaid  hospital,  or  give  to  the  non-commissioned^fficer  or  ^^^''^f'^ 


pital  or  quarters,  a  certificate,  countersigned  by  the  t»J'^^\^ 
ment,  if  he  be  with  the  regiment,  of  what  pay  is  due  to  such  sick  v»^ 
aioned  dRcer  or  private,  at  the  time  of  Ins  entering  the  \nm\i\  •'rj 
and  the  captain  or  commandant  of  the  troop  or  tompany,  s*ail  wt  «*^ 


pay  of  the  said  soldier  in  hospital  or  quarters,  or  include  him  a  ^'Jf 
Btract  during  his  continuance  therein.    And,  in  case  any  im-"'^ 


oflcer  or  sofdier  rfiall  be  discharged  from  the  hospital  or  q""**^f^ 


any  pay-nTaster  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  the  ^f^'f^^ 
inf  such  orijrinal  certificate,  to  prevent  impositions,  and  P*"j|^^ 
missioned  officer  or  soldier  his  dischai^ge,  or  a  certified  copy  thereoii 
ing,  at  tlie  same  time,  his  having  been  paid :  .    .  ^i,  ^ 

That  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  commanders  »»^^ 
vera*  departments,  to  be  by  them  given  out  in  orders,  «"""*"  ^jja 
the  directors  of  the  hospitals  in  each  department,  w^*'  ■'•***^n^ks? 
bo  fixed  up  in  some  conspicuous  place,  or  places,  in  every  ■»»''v 
for  the  ififormation  of  all  concemea : 
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hat  letters  be  i  in  media  tdj  sent  to  the  councils  of  safety » coaventUms*  or  le- 
Ltures  of  Pennsjlvauia,  and  the  states  to  the  southward  thereof,  desiring 
^,  forthwith,  to  lay  up  magazines  of  military  stores,  ammunition,  and  salt 
-  isions,  in  the  safest  and  most  convenient  places  in  the  said  states,  res^* 
lively,  for  the  use  of  such  continental  troops  and  militia,  as  it  may  be  necei- 
^  to  bring  into  the  field  in  the  ensuing-winter,  for  the  defence  of  these  states: 
'bat  some  proper  person  be  appointed  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  armorer,  to 
s!»t  the  commissary  of  stores  in  inspecting,  superintending  repairs,  and 
ing  care  of  all  continental  arms  in  the  public  magazines  at  Philadelphia, 
'bngress  deem  it  necessary,  upon  every  principle  of  propriety,  to  remind 
several  states,  how  indispensable  it  is  to  the^ommon  safety,  that  they  pur- 
the  most  immediate  and  vigorous  measures  to  furnish  their  resnectiye 
tas  of  troops  for  the  new  army,  as  the  time  of  service,  for  which  the  pre- 
t  army  is  inlisted,  is  so  near  expiring,  that  the  country  may  be  left  m  a 
dition  in  a  great  measure  defenceless,  unless  quickly  supplied  by  new 

les. 

Resolved,  That  major  Stewart,  who  brought  the  late  intellieence  from  ^n. 

tes,  and  who  is  recommended  as  a  deserving  officer,  have  the  rank  of  iien- 

ant-colonel  by  brevet,  and  be  presented  wiSi  a  sword  of  the  value  of  one 

id  red  dollars. 

rhe  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  bein^postponed, 

Vdjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  JVbvember  20. 1776. 

Resolved,  That  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Mease,  for  ihe  public 

■vice ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  keeper  of  the  public  prison,  having  informed  Congress,  that  he  has  dis- 

vered  a  plot  among  the  prisoners  to  effect  an  escape,  which  one  of  them  has 

(Lomplished ;  and  Siathe  has  good  reason  to  believe  horses  are  purchased  In 

iiiadelphia,and  kept  ready  for  them,  when  they  shall  have  escaped  from  pri- 

(i  ;  it  was,  thereupon, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  saol -keeper  be  directed  to  keep  the  prisoners  in  his  cus- 

d  V  close  locked  up  tUl  further  orders : 

'f  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  to  ex- 

line  Mr.  Jewell,  the  gaol-keeper,  respecting  this  matter,  and  to  take  every 

easure  in  their  power  to  find  out  the  accomplices  in  the  plot,  if  any  there 

e* 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  lord  Stirling,  was  read. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  refer^  the  memorials  from  captain  Lock- 

ood  and  captain  Oswald^  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consi- 

^ration :  Whereupon, 

Jlesolved,  That  such  parts  of  the  said  memoriatis  as  relate  to  their  pay,  be 
iferred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  the  council  of  safety  of  Maryland,  was  read,  and 
iferred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  general  Lee  to  Dr.  Franklin,  having  been  sent  to 
le  board  of  war,  and  by  them  opened,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  prepare  a  letter  to  general  Lee,  and  report 
le  same  to  Congress. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  managers  of  the  lottery,  and  the  bal- 
)ts  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen,  viz. 

Sharp  Delany,  John  Purviance,  Owen '  Biddle,  Francis  Lewis,  jun.  Jacob 
large,  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  and  James  Searle. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  secret  committee,  in  the  room  of 
dr.  Bartlett,  who  is  absent. 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  Whipple. 
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B^iolved,  That  the  post-master  general  be  directed  to  remoTe  Bessoaetiif 
Bristol,  in  Pennsylvania,  from  the  office  of  deputy  post-master,  and  appont 
some  other  trusty  person,  in  that  town,  to  that  office  : 

That  the  committee,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  eircamstaDces  of  thekn 
of  tlie  packet  from  general  Washington,  be  directed  to  appljr  to  the  covnciU 
safety  of  Pennsylvania,  to  apprehend  Bessonet,  of  Bristol,  andhisbar-kem, 
and  brins  them  to  Philadelphia,  for  examination,  takine  care  to  keep  tsea 
apart,  and  that  they  have  the  assistance  of  the  continental  troopa  in  Phiiadd* 
pnia,  if  necessary : 

That  the  said  committee  write  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  contiDen- 
tal  troops  in  New-Jersey,  to  make  diligent  search  for  one  Wilkins,  who  «u 
at  the  tavern  in  Bristol  when  tlie  packet  was  lost,  and  to  send  him,  if  foufid, 
under  euard  to  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  administer  oaths  to  per- 
'  sons  examined  by  them. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due» 
To  lieut.  Hinith,  for  his  expenses  with  a  party  to  escort  money  to  JniBS- 
wick,  and  to  Fort  Monteoroery,  a  balance  of  19.19  dollars,  the  amount  of  Us 
account  being  55.19  dolUrs,  of  which  he  received  from  Robert  Erwin,  5£  dol- 
lars, and  from  R.  Dallam,  4  dollars,  remains  19.19  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treasury  reported  farther  instructions  to  the  commisnonen 
for  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  army,  under  the  command  of  general  Wis&- 
inffton,  which  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

That  in  adjusting  the  accounts  of  persons,  whose  particular  circumstances 
may  have  rendered  them  unable  to  procure  vouchers,  or  who,  by  uoafoidihle 
accidents,  have  lost  the  same,  or  any  part  of  the  public  stores  committed  to 
their  care,  the  commissioners  endeavour  to  obtain  the  best  informatioo  (m 
the  general  officers,  or  other  persons  relative  to  such  accounts,  and  use  a  dis- 
cretionary power  in  administering  oaths  or  affirmations  previous  to  their  set- 
tling the  same : 

That  the  commissioners  send  to  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  to  the  stata 
northward  and  eastward  thereof,  for  their  accounts  against  the  said  vmj,  it 
.  such  accounts  should  not  be  forwarded,  agreeable  to  a  circular  letter  from  tlie 
board  of  treasury  to  the  said  states : 

That  the  commissioners  use  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  loss  of  isj 
public  books  or  papers,  that  may  be  in  their  possession ;  and,  for  this  purpoK. 
that  they  apply  to  the  quarter-master  general  for  a  wagon  and  hwses,  to  if 
under  their  direction ; 

That  they  consider  the  flying-camp  as  part  of  general  Washington's  ann/i 
and  adjust  the  accounts  accordingly : 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report  for  increasing  the  navy  rf  »* 
United  States,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 
Besolved,  That  there  be  immediately  undertaken. 

In  New-Hampshire,      1  ship  of  74  guns,  In  Pennsylvania,  1  brig  of  18  gon*  *"  * 
In  Mawachusetts-Bay,  1  ditto  of  74  ditto,            packet-boat;  . 

1  ditto  of  36  ditto.  In  Virginia,  2  frigates  of  36  ditU^i»J 

hi  Pennsylvania,  1  ditto  of  74  ditto.  In  Maryland,  2  ditto  of  36  ditlo  esch. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  JVovm&ei-  21.1 776. 

Besolved,  That  250  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Gabriel  Longrof  ^^ 
colonel  Stevenson's  battalion^for  the  purpose  ofrecruiting  his  coifif»^J[^ 
be  accountable : 

That  captain  Long's  accounta  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
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K   necessity  of  obtaining  an  armj  immediately,  to  oppose  the  designs  of 

\y^  is  so  evident  and  pressing  as  to  render  it  proper  to  give  all  poasi- 

Itj  to  that  business ; 

^edf  That  each  state  be  at  liberty  to  direct  their  recruiting  oflBcers  to 

eir  men  either  for  the  war  or  three  years,  upon  the  respective  bounties 

t^y  Congress',  without  presenting  inlisting  rolls  for  both  terms,  according 

mer  resolution  ;  keeping  it  always  in  view,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Con- 

ie  public  service  will  be  best  promoted  bj  inlistments  for  the  war,  if 

ruiting  service  is  not  retarded  thereby. 

committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

a.niuel  Lock  wood,  for  his  pay  as  assistant-engineer  in  the  army  in 

,    from  the  5th  November,  1775,  to  the  18th  of  May,  1776,  at  20  doU 

-  month,  128.60 dollars;  and  from  the  19th  of  May,  to  the  5th  Novem- 

30  dollars  per  month,  167  dollars;  the  whole, 295.60  dollars: 

[>hii  Bates,  for  two  fire  hoods,  shovel,  tongs,  &c.  for  the  use  of  the  trea- 

Fice,  16.36  dollars. 

•red.  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

»urned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  JVovember  22, 1776. 

iter,  of  the  20th,  from  general  Mercer,  was  read : 

*redy  That  an  extract  thereof  be  sent  to  the  assembly  and  council  of 

rlvania* 

rress  being  informed  that  a  number  of  sick  soldiers  were  sent  to  Phila* 

L    from  the  flying-camp,  and  lodged  in  the  barracks,  and  it  beins;  appre* 

L  that  their  continuance  in  the  barracks  may  endanger  the  healUi  of  the 

s  there, 

ered.  That  the  medical  committee  take  charge  of  the  said  sick,  and 

^ein  quartered  in  private  houses,  and  properly  taken  care  of,  and  that 

umediately  attend  to  this  business  : 

t  Dr.  Ludwig  be  directed  to  attend  the  said  sick. 

i  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and  memorial  of  Mrs. 

lIz.,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Where- 

olvedt  That  lieutenant-colonel  Zedwitz  be  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and 

ed  in  the  state-prison;  and  that  due  care  be  taken  to  prevent  him  from 

itercourse  or  correspondence  with  the  enemies  of  these  states  : 

it  the  sum  of  58.49  dollars  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Zedwitz,  in  full  for  services 

or  the  continent,  as  set  forth  in  her  petition : 

it  the  further  sum  of  80  dollars  be  paid  to  the  said  Mrs.  Zedwitz,  in  full 

o  months'  pay  due  to  her  husband. 

olved.  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Penn- 

lia ;  that  state  to  be  accountable. 

igress  taking  into  consideration  the  present  state  of  the  army,  of  which 

parts  have  already  disband^,  and  others  will  probably  do  so  when  the 

they  are  engaged  for,  shall  expire,  which  must  soon  happen ;  so  that  there 
it  danger  that  the  enemy  must  be  opposed  either  by  unequal  numbers,  or 
ilitia,  not  only  a  more  expensive  but  a  less  efficacious  aid  than  regular 
» ;  and  there  being  good  grounds  to  hope  that  vigorous  efforts  at  this  criti- 
ncture,  may  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  as  well  as  happy  conclusion : 
so/v«i.  That  blank  commissions  be  sent  to  general  Washineton,  and  that 

empowered  to  insert  therein  the  names  of  such  officers  as  he  shall  think 
ot  revoking  those  appointments  which  have  been  made  by  commission- 
rom  any  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  general,  commissioners,  and  offi- 
lie  conjured  to  reciniit.  by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  the  regiments  now 
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or  lately  in  the  camp ;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  rroiirta 
head -quarters,  and,  consultiiig  with  the  general,  aaai^t  in  the  accompliiUti 
of  this  necessary  business. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Widierspoon,  and  Mr. Ross. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  make  particular  enquiry  whj  the  tmf 
^re  not  paid,  and  that  thej  enquire  into,  and  redresa  to  iiit  staiost  efiW 
power,  the  just  grievances  of  the  soldiers. 

Re$olved,  That  die  sum  of  166,666^  dollars  be  advanced  to  thestitei 
Massachusetts-Baj,  in  part  of  their  account  againat  the  continent;  tbeai 
state  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  respectine  the  lottery  be  debW 
to  the  mana^rs,  and  tnat  the  said  managers  proceed  immediately  in  canyiB{ 
the  lottery  into  execution. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  onikt^ 
cation  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  reapecttng  the  waste  of  hides  iitk 
army:  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  commissaries  in  each  department,  be  directed  ts  eaph! 
proper  persons  to  take  immediate  charge  of  Ae  hides  and  tallow  in  thdrff- 
spective  districts ;  that  the  former  may  be  tanned  into  leather,  or,  tt  le«t' 
far  cured  as  to  prevent  their  being  spoiled,  and  the  latter  rendered  intob^' 
casks,  that  there  be  no  waste  of  those  valuable  articles,  but  that  ^^^^ 
stored  for  the  use  of  the  continent,  and  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  C^^* 
and  that  the  said  commissaries  be  strongly  urged  to  pay  due  attentioB  ti  v 
resolve,  it  being  a  matter  of  considerable  importance. 

Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  Dr.  Lad  wig,  of  the  G(i* 
man  battalion ;  he  to  be  accountable.  . 

A  state  of  iht  inconveniencies  to  which  the  troops  on  the  Eutem-tet* 
Vimnia  arejmrticularly  subject,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  , 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  J.  Trumbull,  commissary-general,  wtf  ^  . 
vising,  that  he  had,  on  that  day,  drawn  on  the  president,  at  four  ^<7<3^j 
favor  of  Mr.  Matthew  Irwin,  for  the  sum  of  dO,000  dollars,  to  purchase  pork  i« 
flour,  and  desiring  the  same  may  be  paid  and  charged  to  his  (J.  Tniwiv'  / 
account  x  - 

Resolved,  That  the  president  draw  an  order  on  the  treasurer  for  w  F^ 
ment  of  the  said  bills,  and  that  the  money  be  accordingly  chaiged  Ui^^' 
count  of  Jt  Trumbull. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  te^  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JVbvemfter  23,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th  and  21st,  from  general  Washington,  was  r^: 
Resolved^  That  500,000  dollars  be  sent  to  the  pay-master  general  •' 
*rhat  250,000  dollars  be  sent  to  R.  Dallam,  esq.  ^^. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  with  full  V'^^L^ 
vise  and  execute  measures  for  effectually  reinforcing  general  ^^^^J^i^ 
obstructing  the  progress  of  general  Howe's  army ;  and  they  are  or«««" 
proceed  immediately  on  this  business.  fyx^mn  $d 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  C^P^' 
Mr  Stockton.  .  .  .  ^jK, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  ot  war  be  directed  to  order  the  VirgiDia  v^  ^ 
on  the  Eastern-Shore,  and  the  two  Pennsylvania  battalions,  p^^^^^; 
colonel  Mackay  and  colonel  Cooke,  to  march,  with  all  P<'^'''^/^VBriti 
the  former  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  two  latter  by  the  nearest  roote  to^^  ^ 
wick,  in  New -Jersey,  or  to  join  general  Washington  ^^^^^^^^}^^^mgti  ^ 
that  the  said  board  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  expe<li^?  hLiae^ 
these  troops ;  and  they  are  ordered  to  attend  immediately  to  this  DW"^ 
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E>etter  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the  enemy, 

Ived,  That  general  Wasliington  be  directed  to  order,  under  his  imme- 
3ininandy  such,  of  the  forces,  now  in  the  northern  department,  as  have 
p-ieed  in  the  states  of  Penns;ylvania  and  New-Jersej,  and  that  the  com- 
ig  officer  in  the  northern  department,  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  legis- 

of  the  eastern  states,  to  afibrd  him  such  assistance  as  tnej  maj  stand 
I  of. 

Ivedj  That  |j;eneral  Washington  be  directed  to  propose  to  general  Howe, 
nange  of  WiUiam  Franklin,  esq.  late  governor  or  New-Jersej,  for  bri* 
general  Thompson. 

committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
he  committee  of  Northampton  county,  and  to  be  paid  to  Jesse  Jones,  for 

supplies  of  provisions,  wagons,  &c.  to  the  militia  on  their  march  to  New- 
»  and  for  supplies  to  prisoners  and  continental  troops,  IdSr  54  dollars : 
Fohn  Ashbe,  for  a  wason,  horses,  and  a  nem  man,  his  property,  lost  in 
Vice  of  the  states  at  New -York,  786  60  dollars. 
Fohn  Cox,  for  eight  rifle  guns,  supplied  by  Edward  Snicker,  ftfr  the  use 
tain  Gabriel  Long's  company,  of  Vinipnia  riflemen,  146  60  dollars : 
ieut.  Bogart  &  Ball,  two  prisoners  ofthe  British  navy,  and  to  be  paid  to 
Smith,  esq.  for  their  allowance,  from  9th  July,  to  19th  November,  1776, 
ve,  19  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  76  dollars : 

>rigadier-geileral  Armstrong,  for  his  pay  and  rations,  from  1st  March,  to 
foTember,  instant,  inclusive,  and  his  travelling  expenses  to  and  from 
Carolina,  1781  63  dollars : 

Dr.  David  Jameson,  for  sundry  medicines  and  attendance  to  sick  soldiers 
tain  Grier's  company,  and  captain  Nelson's  company,  in  the  continental 
e»»  290  24  dollUrs: 

colonel  Jeremiah  Duean,  for  sundry  supplies  to  the  army  in  Canada,  for 
he  has  now  produced  a  voucher,  tne  want  of  which  prevented  the  same 
reported  the  19th  of  August  last,  the  sum  of  484  73  dollars : 
the  board  of  war,  for  a  draft  of  R.  Dallam,  esq.  deputy  pay -master  general, 
New-Brunswick,  the  21st  instant,  in  favor  of  colonel  Clement  Biddle, 
Y  quarter-master  general,  10,000  dollars : 

it  there  should  be  paid  to  Richard  Bache,  esn.  post-master  general,  as  an 
ce,  for  the  use  of  the  post-offic|;,  2666  60  dollars : 
lered.  That  the  said  sulns  be  paid. 

iolved.  That  by  any  thinjt;  heretofore  done,  it  is  not  intended  to  prejudice 
sngthen  the  right  or  claim  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  to  any 
in  America,  nor  to  determine  in  what  proportion  or  manner  the  expenses 
i  war  shall  be  raised  or  adjusted,  except  as  to  the  first  three  millions  of 
-8  emitted  by  Congress,  and  a  farther  emission  of  three  millions  of  dollars^ 
^cember  26, 1775. 

iolvedy  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  commissioners  appointed 
i  convention  of  Maryland,  to  raise  their  quota  of  troops ;  they  to  be  ac- 
able« 

e  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being- postponed, 
journed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  JVewemier  25,  1776.     . 

letter,  of  the  2Sd,  from  general  Washington,  at  Newark,  was  read : 
dered^  That  it  be  rtferred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congress ;  and 
reneral  Mifflin,  who  brought  the  letter,  be  desired  to  attend  the  said  com- 
e. 

n^ess  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole ;  and,  after 

time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported,  that  the 

Aittee  have  had  under  consideration  the  Utter  referred  to  them,  and  have 
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heard  general  Mifflin  on  the  subgect;  and,  thereapon,  csne  to  mat 
tions,  which  he  wa»  ordered  to  report;  but,  that  not  haviiig  fimsbed. 
leave  to  sit  again* 

The  resolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  bai^  m 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsjlraoui  be  rewc^ 
forth,  immediately,  the  associators  in  the  citj  and  liberties  of  Plj- 
and  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Chester,  Bucks,  and  NwthanpL* 
tinue  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  six  weeks  from  tihe  tiiae  Ur 
army,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Cons;ress : 

Tliat  the  volunteers  who  shall  enrol  to  serve  the  United  Stato  6>i 
of  March  next,  shall,  nevertheless,  be  discharged  as  socio  astkesxi 
public  affairs  will  possibly  admit;  it  being  the  intention  oi  Cos^re^ 
them  uo  longer  than  the  present  emeigescy  shall  render  it  sImoIuuIti! 

That  35,000  dollars  be  atlvanced  to  the  coundl  of  safety  of  Fai» 
for  the  public  service ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Hans^ger,  fat  theisc  fli 
talion ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  German  batti&i> 
immediately,  and  join  general  Washington :  . 

That  the  said  board  write  to  governor  Henry,  of  Vitginia,  and  reqr** 
order  the  light-horse,  in  the  service  of  that  state,  to  march,  witk  il 
expedition,  to  join  general  Washin^on : 

That  the  said  board  order  brigadier-general  Roche  de  Fermoy,  tB  **■ 
mediately  tojgeneral  Washineton,  instead  of  going  to  the  ncwthwini 

Resolved^  That  seneral  Mifflin  be  directed  to  stay  in  the  city  of  ftc 
until  general  Washington  shall  reauire  his  attendance  at  the  casf  - 
general  Washington  be  informed  ot  this  by  the  President. 

Besolved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  {resolve  itself  into  t  ckC 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  army* 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  refen*ed,  being  postpone<C 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  JVoremAer  26,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  George  Morgan,  at  Pittsbui^,  and  ose^tf^' 
from  the  council  of  safety  of  Maryland^  were  read. 

Resolved^  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Erwin,  v^*^ 
general,  for  the  public  service ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  being  informed  that  some  persons  in  the  dty  of  Phihiff'^ 
▼erned  by  principles  inimical  to  the  cause  of  America,  and  withntf^''^ 
rice  and  extortion,  have  monopolized  and  engrossed  shoes,  stockiogs,tf^'' 
necessaries  for  the  army,  whilst  the  soldiers  of  the  continent,  fivJitHe*' 
liberties  of  their  country,  are  exposed  to  the  injuries  of  the  weatk  ^  - 
inclement  season : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assembly  of  the  state  of  ^^ 
▼ania,  to  adopt  such  immediate  measures  for  remedying  tkis  evil,  t^^ 
wisdom  shall  sorest  tol>e  adequate  to  the  present  purpose,  and  forpR^^^ 
like  pernicious  practices  for  the  future. 

The  board  or  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  cona^' 
Whereu|ion, 

Resolvedy  That  a  regiment  of  artillery,  to  be  armed  with  muskets  ta^  ^' 
nets,  instead  of  fusees,  be  raised  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  coBtintf^^ 
blishment;  the  two  companies,  already  raised  there,  to  be  part  of  ^* 
regiment;  which  is  to  be  composed  of  one  colonel,  one  lievteaastcoki^ 
major,  and  ten  companies,  each  to  consist  of  one  captain  three  ii«i^ 
one  Serjeant,  four  bombardiers,  «ight  gunnersi  four  corporals,  aBd48Bi^ 
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ved.  That  1150  dollain  be  paid  to  Gerard  W.  Beekman  or  order,  and 
to  the  accomit  of  Richard  Dallam,  esq.  deputy  pay-magter  general,  the 
jing  in  full  of  a  draught  of  the  said  R.  Dallam  on  K.  Peters,  esq-  sccre- 
the  board  of  war,  m  favor  of  the  said  G.  W.  Beekman,  dated  New 
ick,  November  15th,  1776. 

F.  liewis,  jun.  having  infonned  Conmss  that  he  cannot,  consistent 
)  private  engagements,  undertake  to  be  a  manager  of  the  lottery,  and 
^  to  be  excused  from  that  service, 

!ve4.  That  he  be  excused,  and  that  another  be  elected  in  his  room: 
t»allot8  being  taken,  Dr.  David  Jackson  was  elected. 
red,  That  the  committee,  who  brought  in  the  scheme  of  the  lottery,  con- 
1  the  numagers  thereof,  in  order  that  they  may  oroceed  on  that  business. 
;ress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  iwliole,  to  take  into  consi- 
a  the  state  of  the  army ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the 
ind  Mr.  Nelson  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  considera- 
i  matter  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  sundry  resolutions,  which 
ordered  to  lay  before  Congress. 

resolutions  reported  from  we  committee  of  the  whole,  being  read,  were 
to  as  follows : 

Ived,  That  the  cannon-committee  be  directed  to  enquire  what  quantity 
ion  are  on  board  the  prize*ship  that  arrived  yesterday  in  the  port  oi 
ilphia  ;  and,  if  they  are  fit  for  field-artillery,  to  take  measures  to  have 
lounted  on  proper  carriages,  and  sent  to  ^neral  Wasliingtons 
the  assembly  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  give  imme- 
irection,  that  the  brass  field -pieces,  with  the  artillery  companies,  or  the 
eces  sinely,  if  there  be  no  such  companies  belonging  to  tnis  state,  be, 
1  possible  expedition,  sent  to  general  Washington's  army  in  New  Jer* 
d  that  they  be  assurcMl,  that,,  as  soon  as  the  situation  of  affairs  will  ad- 
ij  shall  be  returned,  or  others  in  lieu  of  the  said  field  pieces : 
,  Mr.  Mease,  the  continental  commissary  in  the  city  ofPhiladelphia,  be 
d  to  eo  to  ^e  several  shopa  and  stores  in  the  said  city,  and  purchase, 
use  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  such  articles  as  are  necessaty  for 
at  this  and  the  approaching  season  of  the  year ;  and  that  he  be  empow- 
»  empby  as  many  persons  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  to  assist  him  in. 
rvice : 

t  the  council  of  safetjr  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested,  with  all  possible 
tion,  to  cause  application  to  be  made  to  the  house-keepers  and  others  in 
i  state,  for  as  many  blankets  and  woollen  stockings  as  each  can  spare, 
use  of  the  soldiers  under  the  immediate  command  of  general  Wasning- 
I  New-Jersey ;  and  that  they  be  delivered,  as  fast  as  collected,  to  Mr. 
,  the  continental  commissary : 

t  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  conncil  of  safety,  to  appoint  persons  to 
le  the  blankets  and  woollen  stockings,  so  collected,  as  aforesaid,  that 
ue  of  them  may  be  paid : 

t  the  committee,  who  are  sent  to  the  camp,  be  directed  to  make  particQ- 
[uiry  into  the  abases  in  the  medical  department  in  the  army,  and  report 
[1  to  Congress. 

several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Durned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Mvember  27,  1776. 

emorial  from  Thomas  Denef  was  read : 
ered.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  whkh  waa  foken  into  consideratioa : 


»upon. 
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RtMlved,  That  Congress  appoint  the  officers  of  the  artitlerj  battafioi,fte^ 
to  be  raised  in  Yii^nia. 

A  petition  and  memorial  from  John  Sei^geant  #a8  re<d : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  tetter  from  Tk» 
Gushing,  esq.  and  that  the  report  on  that  subject  hj  them  made,  be  itm 
mitted. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  the  four  New  England  gofermnente^ 
directed  to  take  the  most  eflfectaal  measures  to  ha^e,  at  least,  10,000  ^d 
shoes,  aftd  10,000  pair  of  stockings,  purchased  in  those  states,  and  sesttafe 
neral  Washington's  head-quarters,  with  all  possible  expedition,  Ibrtktseil 
the  soldiers  under  his  command. 

Ordered^  Thdt  the  secret  committee  take  poper  and  effectual  meiwmji 
procure  a  quantity  of  hard  monej,  not  less  than  20,000  dollars,  tobeWjw 
in  the  hands  of  the  commander  in  chief,  for  the  purpose  of  secret  ^crr^ 

The  committee  who  were  appointed,  in  conjunction  with  the  wad  ■ 
safety  of  PennsjlTania,  to  examine  Bessonet  and  his  bar-keeper,  \m^^ 
ported,  that,  after  the  most  diligent  enquiry,  they  find  nothing  profed  ipa* 
Mr.  Bessonet,  and  that  the  council  of  safety  and  said  committee  are  of  opvn 
he  oueht  to  be  discharged. 

(Mtered,  That  the  said  committee  inform  the  said  council  of  srfetj."'' 
CiMOjepess  have  no  objection  to  their  discharging  Mr.  Bessonet 

Tnc  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  northern  andy,  having  retsfw. 
made  a  report,  whicn  was  read :  .    •  »,« 

Orderea,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying i^w^ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that  they  sit  from  day  to  «iyi «»  wp 
thereon  as  soon  as  possible :  .  .         U 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Livingstw, » 
Wythe,  and  Mr  Harrison. 

Resolved,  That  2500  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  m^ 
^i  to  the  account  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  deputy  P*/;™****^^^' 
the  'same  beine  in  full  of  his  draught  in  favour  of  the  said  A.Livingstomu^ 
Albany,  14th  November,  1776.  .     uw-rtrf 

An  appeal  having  been  lodged  against  the  sentence  passed  in  ^^^^ 
admiralty  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  the  libeU  ".Levin  Jones,  &€.«• 
sloop  Vulcan :"  ^^  ^ 

Eesohied,  That  the  hearing  and  determining  the  said  appeal,  be  m^ 
Mr.  Wythe,Mr.  Pabe,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Chasc^^^ 

Resolved^  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  v 
vise  the  resolutions  relative  to  captures : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.,  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Chase. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  United  ov^ 
Tespeottvely,  to  pass  such  laws,  as  will,  most  effectually  tend  to  pre^ 
counterfeiting  or  fui^ng  of  the  tickets  of  the  pubKc  lottery.  .^^ 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Wiiherspoon  was  ^^^^^ 
iBg,  that  they  have  appointed  an  assistant  quarter-master  arid  oommi^' 
provide  for  a  number  of  sick,  and  take  care  of  stores  sent  to  Princeton*    ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  president  inform  them  tlmt  Congreas  appr©^ 
appointments.  ^fhecdiD' 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war,  in  conjunction  with  a  member «  ^^^^ 
oil  of  safety  of  Penaaylvania,  seize  the  person  and  papers  of  Monsieo' 
lour ;  and,  having  eiami«fid  him  and  them,  report  to  Congress*    ^^^„^J(bt 

Resolved,  ITiat  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  detain  such  oomp""^ 
German  battalion  as  have  not  already  marched. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred^  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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THURSDAY.  JS'tivemher  28, 1776. 

Ived,  That  300  dollars  be  adTanced  to  William  Whitely,  lieutenant- 
I  of  colonel  Richardson's  battalion  of  the  fljring  can^p^  from  Maryland 
use  of  some  sick  soldiers  of  said  battalion^  in  Philadelphia,  for  which 
o  be  accountable. 

Ived,  That  William  Bradford,  second-lieutenant  in   captain  Smith's 
ij  of  colonel  Stevenson's  battalion,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first- 
ant  in  the  room  of  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  said  company*  resigned, 
an  of  an  artillery-yard  being  laid  before  Congress,! 
Ted,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 
members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  MiddletoQ. 
I'ed,  That  533.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  L.  Cadwallader,  for  the 
his  battalion ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

a  like  sum  of  533.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colonel  Penrose, 
use  of  the  men  belonging  to  colonel  Magaw's  battalion ;  he  to  be  ac- 
>le. 

committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  northern  army,  brought  in  a  report, 
Aras  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Ivedt  That  a  letter  be  sent  to  governor  Trumbull,  desiring  him  to  order 
ion,  carrying  shot  of  18  pounds  weight,  to  be  cast  at  SalisbMry  furnace, 
Qsported  to  Ticonderoga,  with  all  possible  expedition  : 
skilful  persons  be  sent  to  examine  the  Salisbury  and  Mr.  Livingston's 
ies  ;  and,  if  it  be  found  that  a  sufficient  number  of  cannon  may  be 
ire,  that  proper  artificers  be  forthwith  employed  in  the  work  an  agree- 
fing  first  made  with  governor  Trumbull  and  Mr.  Livingston  for  that 


I : 


the  commissarv-general  be  directed  to  procure  provisions  sufficient  for 
ten,  during  eight  months,  to  be  sent  to  Albany,  and  from  thence  to 
ine,  and  the  like  quantity  to  remain  in  Albany,  and  be  removed  else- 
Bis  -occasion  may  require ;  and  that  the  commissary -general  be  directed 
to  Albany,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  salt  to  cure  the  said  provisions : 
general  Schuyler  be  informed  of  tlie  cannon  ordered  from  Salisbury  to 
sroea,  and  directed  to  have  carriages  provided  for  them : 
vedi  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 
ter,  of  the  19th,  from  gen.  Schuyler  at  Saratoga,  was  read. 
ved.  That  the  commissary-general  be  empowered  to  import  such  quan- 
'  rice*from  the  southern  states,  as  he  shall   think  necessary  for  the  use 

rmy. 

nedical  committee,  to  whom  Dr.  Shippen's  letter  was  referred,  brought 
ort,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  Whereupon, 
vedp  That  Dr.  Moi*gan  take  care  of  such  sick  and  wounded  of  the 
f  the  United  States,  as  are  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river,  and  that 
ppen  take  care  of  such  sick  and  wounded  as  are  on  the  west  side  of 
's  river ;  and  that  they  both  be  directed  to  use  the  utmost  diligence  in 
tending  the  surgeons  and  mates  of  the  army,  so  that  the  sick  and  wound- 
be  effectually  provided  with  everything  necessary  for  their  recovery. 
ved.  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  South- 
A ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 
everai  matters  to.  this  day  referred,  being  postponed^ 
irned  to  teb  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  J^ovember  29, 1776. 

ter,  from  8.  Purviance,  and  one  from  J.  Connolly,  and  a  petition  from 
ran,  were  read : 

*edj  That  the  petition  from  J.  Sullivan  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
nd  that  they  be  directed  to  enquire,  minutely,  into  the  facta  relative 
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to  the  capitqlatioiis  entered  into  bj  major  Sberboiirne  and  mijor  BiitterM,ifi 
Canada ;  tiiat  thej  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  ti  a* 
amine  witnesses  on  oath,  and  that  thej  report  to  Conmss : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Wjthe. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mease  supply  the  sick  soldiers,  in  the  hoose  of  eapkv* 
ment  in  Philadelphia,  each,  with  one  shirt. 

A  petition  from  mi^  John  Lamb  was  read :  Wherevpon, 

Imolvedj  That  the  general  be  directed  to  include  major  Lanb  io  tke  next 
exchange  of  prisoners. 

The  committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  northern  army,  brought  in  a  ftrfterie- 
port,  which  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Jtesolvtd,  That  the  medical  committee  be  directed  to  provide  nideit 
quantities  of  antbcorbutics  for  the  use  of  the  hospitals  in  the  northern  amj: 

That  the  hospital  at  Fort-George  be  continued  for  the  reception  of  mMmi 
laboring  with  contagious  diseases,  and  that  there  be  a  general  hospHai  erect- 
ed on  Mount-Independence : 

That  a  suitable  spot  of  ground  for  a  garden  be  enclosed  in  the  neigkboiM 
of  the  general  hospital,  to  supply  the  arroj  with  r^etables ;  and  that  iaboitn 
be  hir^  to  cultivate  it,  under  the  direction  of  an  overseer,  to  be  appointed  bf 
thegeneral  or  commanding  officer : 

Tnat  the  general,  or  commanding  officer,  io  each  of  the  armies,  avse  strict 
enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  the  directors  of  the  hospitals,  an^tbor 
surgeons,  officers,  and  servants,  and  of  the  r^meiital  surgeons,  that  if  tbeft 
has  been  ^j  just  ground  of  complaint  in  those  departments,  the  oMen 
may  be  punished: 

That  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment,  make  fxvfff^^ 
enquiry  into  the  health  of  the  men  under  his  command,  and  report  the  f^ 
thereof,  with  any  negligence,  mal -practice,  or  other  misconduct  of  the  wr- 
geons  or  others,  to  the  general,  and  to  Congress,  delivering  copies  of  iw  '•' 
ports  to  all  persons  therein  accused :  .      n  <u 

That  the  general,  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  northern  army,  direct  iMtK 
batteaux  on  Takes  Champlain  and  George  to  be  immediately  repaired : 

That  100  batteaux  be  built  at  Schenectady,  so  as  to  be  ready  ^^^^V^ 
bruary  or  March  next,  at  farthest ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  that  ^^''^yjS' 
oakum,  and  other  necessary  materials,  be  collected,  and  artificers  empP' 
by  the  fi;eneral  or  commanding  officer : 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  P.  E.  du  Simitiere,  for  designing,  making,  and  drawing  a  medal  wT 
neral  Washington,  32  dollars :  . 

To  John  Dunlap,  for  printing  sundry  resolves  of  Congress,  cooiiw**^ 
proclamations,  &c.  654,66  dollars :  , 

To  John  Bates,  for  camp-kettles  delivered  to  Robert  Towers,  coin»iW» 
80  dollars:  .     „^ 

To  Joseph  Greenvold,  for  porterage  of  powder,  to  the  magaziDCi 
dollars :  mjjj. 

To  James  Anderson,  for  ferriage  of  Virginia  troops,  wagons,  ana  »« 
over  Susquehanna,  27.18  dollars :  ..^^ 

To  the  estate  of  captain  Spring,  for  storage  of  continental  powder, 

^^'**^'^'  u   Hiiii  tke 

To  the  foUowins;  prisoners  from  Canada,  and  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  iw»» 

sum  of  229.rr  dollars :  viz.  '  . ..  ^j-  ^ 

To  captain  Thomson,  expenses  of  himself  and  baggage  froni  ^'"  A.. 

TrentoCi,  11.55  dollars,  and  his  allowance  from  26th  AprU  to  28th  Notcdi«^ 

inclusive.  31  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  62  dollars :  .  n^.  ti 

To  Alexander  M'Culloch,  expenses  of  himself  and  baggage  from  ^^^ 
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:on,  10.35  dollars,  and  his  allowance  from  26th  April  to  £8th  November, 
iive,  31  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  62  dollars :  And, 
William  Goodwin,  his  expenses  of  family  and  bamge,  from  Albany  to 
ni^ton,  14.27  dollars,  and  his  allowance  from  27th  March  to  27th  Novem« 
nclusive,  35  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  70  dollars : 

<  John  HoQse,  for  his  account  of  ferriage  of  troops,  wagons,  and  horses 
the  river  Potomac,  30.30  dollars : 
dered.  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

solvedy  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  provide,  as  soon  as  may 
rms  and  equipage  for  3000  horse. 

solved.  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  a 
tv  method  for  establishing  and  training  cavalry  in  this  continent : 
le  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H  Lee,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Nel- 
and  Mr.  Floyd. 

petition  from  Alexander  Mercer  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of 
mry. 

le  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the^managers  of  the  lottery,  brought 
report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  : 
hereupon.  Resolved^  That  the  prizes  only  be  drawn  : 
lat  the  managers  be  authorized  to  employ  as  many  clerks  to  assist  in  num- 
ig  the  tickets,  as  maybe  necessarjr  for  expediting  the  business ; 
lat  two  presses  be  employed  for  printing  tne  tickets : 
'dered.  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  re-committed. 
*8olvedj  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  appointing  the  officers  of  the  regi* 
t  of  artillery  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Yirginm. 
le  several  matters  to  tliis  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
djoumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JVbmnAer  30,  1776. 

letter,  of  the  27th,  from  general  Washington,  with  a  list  of  the  prisoners 
n  by  the  enemy  during  the  campaign  of  1776 ;  and  one,  of  the  same  date, 
i  the  council  of  safety  of  New-York,  were  read : 

rdered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  con-^ 
irith  colonel  Miles,  who  is  come  from  New-York  on  his  parole,  to  expedite 
exchange  of  prisoners. 

esolved^  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Erwin,  wagon-master 
Tal,  for  the  public  service ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

esolved.  That  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  have 
t  carriages  for  field  pieces  got  ready,  with  all  possible  expedition,  at  the  ex- 
)e  of  the  continent,  to  be  delivered  as  fast  as  made,  to  the  order  of  the 
d  of  war. 

he  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the  middle  department,  having 
smitted  to  Conmss  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings, 
tdered.  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  standing  committee  for  Indian 
rs. 

he  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  managers  of  the  lottery,  brought 
farther  ^^^fort,  >^hich  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 
*e9olved.  That  the  eratuity  to  the  managers  of  the  lottery,  for  their  trouble 
le  conduct  of  that  ousiness,  be  left  to  the  future  judgment  of  Congress : 
hat  the  managers  be  authorized  to  appoint  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  tickets 
(le  several  states,  and  offer  them  one-tenth  per  cent,  on  the  tickets  or  bil- 
by  each  respectively  sold : 

'hat  the  puUic  be  at  the  risk  of  conveying  the  tickets  or  billets  to  the  agents 
be  different  states : 

'hat  the  agents  pay  the  money  received  by  them  for  the  sale  of  tickets  or 
its  to  the  commissioners  of  the  loan-office  of  the  state  where  they  are  sold, 


I>1 
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tikin^  receipts  therefor*  and  transmit  them  to  the  maoagen  tf  tkk 
Philadelphia. 

Resohfd,  Hiat  the  state  of  New- York  be  empowered  iowstmi 
talion  on  the  continental  establishment : 

That  the  convention  or  council  of  safety  of  Xew-Tork  be  evps 
appoint  an  aid -major  to  each  of  the  battalions  raised  bj  that  stately 
exppn«ie  of  which  to  be  borne  by  that  state. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  daj.  Congress  proceeded  to  ^  v 
officers  for  the  artillerj  battalion,  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Virpnii;. 
ballots  beini^  taken,  the  following  were  elected : 

Charles  Harrison,  esq.  colonel ;  Etlward  Carrington.  esq.  lieoteou:- 
Christiem  Holroer^iDiyor;  Samuel  Denny,  William  Pierce*  Nalhuteil 
BullerClairborne,  Joseph  Scot,  William  Murraj,  Spotswood  Daadr>; 
thew  Smith,  Sir  John  Pettus,  and  William  Waters,  captions. 

Jlesolt^ecf,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  Virgliua  bereqaested: 
mend  proper  persons  for  subaltern  officers.     . 

H$s6lved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  purdiaae,  for  the  p 
▼ice,  six  wa£ons,  with  four  horses  and  proper  harness  to  wk  wigo, 
employ  suitable  drivers. 

An  address  from  Nicholas  Biddle,  John  Barry,  ThemasRead.Chir 
ander,  and  John  NicholMn,  was  laid  befiMre  Congress,  and  inead : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  who  artr 
pursue  such  measurea  as  thej  shall  think  proper  ip  conseqoeBce  tbera 

The  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  bavins,  b^  Mr.  Morris^  inforned  i 
that  they  have  appointed  a  committee  oftheir  body  to  confier  with  ac 
of  Congress,  on  the  requisition  of  Conmss,  to  call  forth  imoMdutt 
sociators  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  cooBtift<( 
delphia,  Bucks,  Chester,  and  Northampton : 

Orderedy  That  the  board  of  war  confer  with  the  committee  of  ik»' 
of  Pennsylvania  on  this  suliject,  and  agnee  on  such  measures  as  shall  br^!' 
most  for  the  public  service. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  tliat  there  is  due. 

To  Steiner  &  Cist,  for  paper  and  printing  minutes  of  Co^pesi,  i 
trouble  and  expenses  in  attending  the  making  the  paper  for  the  lo^s-^^' 
150  15  dollars. 

To  lieutenant  Peacock,  a  prisoner  of  theTtb  r^usent,  for  bis**^ 
from  20th  December,  1775,  to  the  28th  Novei^ber,  1776,  48  wscks^  '^ 
lars,  96  dollars :  . .  I 

To  Dr.  William  Currie,  for  his  bill  of  inedicioes  and  provisions  ^^^ ' 
diers  of  colonel  Scott's  and  colonel  I^wson's  Virginia  regiments,  67  3;^ 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  major  John  I^amb,  for  the  psj*^' 
men  of  his  artillery-company,  2000  dollars ;  he  to  be  accountsUe: 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  accounts  be  paid.  I 

Besolved,  That  the  committee  of  intelligence  be  directed  snd  eop**^ 
establish  expresses,  to  go  daily  to  and  from  head -quarters.  ... 

Resolved,  That  when  any  resolutions  are  passed  which  respect  tk^^ 
States,  or  any  of  them,  or  the  armies  of  the  said  states,  they  be  seilt^ 
press,  if  the  regular  post  is  interrupted  or  not  ready,  prof  idsd  4^  ^ 
•hall  jud^e  it  necessary. 

A  petition  from  John  Noble  Taylor,  was  resd : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  refeirrod  to  the  board  oif  war. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SUNDAY,  December,  1. 1776w 

Congress,  on  a  summons^  met  this  day,  wjjjen  two  letters,  of  ll*  ^' 
general  Washington,  at  Brunswick,  were  read;  Whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  toorder  the  German  battalion 
to  march  immediately  to  join  general  Washington,  and  th^t  the  said  board  use 
every  measure  in  their  power  to  expedite  their  march  with  all  possible  despatch: 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  take 
effectual  measures  for  supplying  s;uards  for  the  public  stores,  &c.  in  the  room 
of  the  German  battalion : 

That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  appoint  one  or  more  trusty  per- 
sons, to  proceed  immediately  to  the  eastern  states,  and  see  that  the  clothing 
and  stores,  which  have  been  ordered  to  be  purchased  for  the  army,  be  collected 
and  forwarded  to  the  army,  with  all  possible  despatch ;  and  that  the  said  per- 
son, or  persons,  have  power  to  purchase,  or  cause  to  be  purchased,  such  neces- 
sary clothing  as  can  be  procured  in  those  states,  and  to  have  it  forwarded  to 
the  army : 

That  general  WashiT\gton  be  informed,  he  has  the  full  approbation  of  Con- 
gress to  order  the  troops,  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson^s  river,  over  to  the  west 
side  of  that  river,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  conducive  to  the  public  service  so 
to  do: 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  order  the  clothes,  wliich  have  been, 
or  shall  be  sent  to  head-quarters,  or  to  any  of  the  camps,  to  be  distributed, 
first  among  such  of  the  soldiers  as  stand  most  in  need  of  them  : 

That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  purchase  .all  the  /hats  and  caps  he  can 
procure,  proper  for  soldiers,  and  to  employ  as  sreat  a  number  of  taylors  as 
possible  in  making  up  clothes  for  soldiers ;  and  forward  those  articles,  from 
time  to  time,  as  fast  as  ready,  to  general  Washington : 

That  the  medical  committee  be  directed  to  ^ke  such  steps,  as  they  shall 
judge  proper,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick  of  the  army. 
>  Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to*morrow. 

MONDAY,  December  2,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  800  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  L.  Cadwallader,  for  the 
use  of  the  men  belonging  to  his  battalion ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  800  dollars  be  amranced  captain  JDoyle,  for  the  use  of  his  independent 
company ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Jewell,  for  which  he  is  to  be  account- 
able: 

That  5333.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  commissioners  for  Indian  aflhirs  in 
the  middle  department. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  general  Washington,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  communicate 
the  contents  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  and  take  such  measures, 
in  consecjuence  thereof,  as  they  shall  judge  proper. 

Captain  Montgomery  having  offeredf  his  service,  with  that  of  his  cre^,  as  an 
artillery  company. 

Resolved^  That  they  be  taken  into  the  service  of  the  continent  for  two  months, 
unless  sooner  discharged. 

Resolved,  That  he,  the  said  James  Montgomerj,  be  appointed  captain,  that 
Samuel  Carson  be  appointed  captain-lieutenant,  and  John  Douglass,  ueutenant, 
of  said  companv : 

That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  advance  one  month's  pay  to  captain  Mont- 
gomery's men,  upon  their  inlisting,  and  that  a  like  advance  be  made  to  the 
other  companies  of  artillery : 

That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  advance  £0  dollars  to  each 
seaman  who  will  enter  to  serve  on  board  the  Randolph,  captain  Biddle,  the 
same  to  be  deducted  out  of  their  share  of  the  prize-money. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  purchase,  immediately,  ten 
trtwolve  covered  wagons  for  the  artillery ; 
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That  the  board  of  war  jrive  orders  for  remoTing  by  water  ts  Cb 
'  bridge,  the  2,000  barrels  ofbeef,  now  under  the  care  oi  cosoussin  ^\ 

Meaolvedj  That  the  council  of  safety  of  PennsjlTania  bereqv^: 
expresses  immediatelj  to  the  counties  that  have  been  desired  teaeadk 
associators,  urging  them  forthwith  to  march,  in  order  to  oppose  ikbr 
vances  of  ^e  enemj. 

JRe9olvedp  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  govenior  and  oMndlflfT::: 
to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  purchasing  and  collect]ii|,fartr. 
tal  use,  all  the  copper  and  other  materials  fit  for  castiDg  bnss  icU  r 
that  can  be  got  in  that  state,  and  that  Congress  will  defray  the  costia^u 
of  the  same. 

Resolved^  That  100  dollars  be  adranced  to  the  delegates  of  Tu^il 
use  of  the  deputy  pay-master  general  in  that  state. 

A  letter,  of  the  Is^,  from  general  Washington,  was  read. 

Mr.  Read,  a  dele^te  from  Delaware  state,  attended,  and  wodoce^^ 
denUals  of  the  appointment  of  delegpites  from  that  state,  wbidi  vb?*- 
follows : 

<<  In  Council,  Not.  8,  irzG.    Whereas  Geom  Read.  John  IKcb' 
John  Erans,  esqrs.  have  been  chosen  by  Joint  bwot  of  both  hoiiMs  if  ^ 
to  represent  the  Delaware  state  in  the  Continental  Congress :  Bak- 
they,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  fully  authorized  andeBf 
for  and  in  behalf  of  this  state,  to  concert,  agree  to,  and  execute  tstr. 
which  they  or  he,  together  with  a  majority  of  the  Continental  Coof 
judge  necessary,  for  the  defence,  security,  interest,  and  welfare  oft- 
particular,  and  of  America  in  general  ;*  with  power  to  adjourn  tov 
and  places  as  shall  appear  most  conducive  to  the  public  safety  UMlt' 
Sent  for  concurrence. 

"  In  assembly,  November  9*  1 776.    Read  and  concurred  in : 

"JOHNM'KINLBY.ff 

"  A  true  copy :  I 

"  SuiTon  Clay,  CUrk  of  the  CouncU.^ 

Xaolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Ph^'' 
to  send  immediately  one  of  their  gillies  along  the  Jerser  shore,  betf^ 
and  Trenton,  to  bring  over  all  the  river  craft,  vessels,  ana  boats  fron^' 
to  the  Pennsylvania  side^f  Delaware,  in  order  to  prevent  thdr  becflei' 
viceable  to  t&e  enemy,  in  their  attempt  to  cross  the  said  river : 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Pea^ 
to  order  the  battalions  of  this  city  immediately  to  march  and  j(C'| 
Washington :  J 

That  the  said  council  of  safety  be  requested  to  furnish  the  wi^ 
general  with  one  thousand  wa^ns  for  the  use  of  the  army ;  and,  asiHq 
sent  emergency  of  public  aflBurs,  such  a  supply  of  wagons  is  absoloten^ 
sary,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  council  (»  safety  to  i^| 
wagons,  if  they  cannot  be  otherwise  speedily  procured. 

Adjourned  to  six  o'clock. 

EoDXM  nn,  P.  M. 

Sesolvfd,  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  receive  (ron  Mr.  Hjv^ 
the  goods  in  his  hands  purchased  for  the  state  of  New-Tork,  psji"!^ 
balance  due  for  the  said  goods,  together  witii  those  he  has  nowreadvj* 
Washington,  taking  especial  care  that  they  be  sent  into  nk^B^ 
manner  as  to  avoid  any  dan^r  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enesj' 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  December  3, 1776.  g 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  .Washington ;  one,  of  ft©  si»«**^ 
MjuUu  t-general  Reed,  and  one  from  J.  Mease,  were  read : 
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Beaolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Mease,  for  the  public 
service  *  he  to  tie  &ccoiiiitAble  * 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colonel  Antil,for  the  purpose  of 
recruiting  his  regiment ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  14,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Charles  Symes,  for  the  use  of  the 
12th  Virginia  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Curkc,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  attended,  and  pro- 
duced tlie  credentials  of  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  that  state,  which 
^vere  read  as  follows : 

••  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  council  and  assembly  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey, 
held  at  Burlington,  on  the  30th  dajr  of  November,  1776,  the  honorable  Na- 
thaniel Scudder  in  the  chair  j  the  joint  meeting  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the 
election  of  five  delegates  to  represent  this  state  m  Congress,  to  serve  for  one 
year,  unless  a  new  appointment  should  be  made  before  the  expiration  of  that 
time  ;  and  the  following  persons  were  duly  elected,  viz.  The  honorable  Ri- 
chard Stockton,  Jonathan  Dickinson  Sergeant,  esq.  Dr.  John  Witherspoon, 
Abraham  Clarke,  esq.  Jonathan  Elmer,  esq. 

'*  Resolved,  That  any  one  or  more  ot  the  said  delegates,  who  shall  attend  in 
Congress,  be  fully  empowered  to  represent,  and  vote  in  behalf  of  this  state. 
That  the  said  delegates,  or  such  of  them  as  have  not  already  taken  the  oaths 
of  abjuration  and  allesiance  mentioned  in  the  act  of  assembly  lately  oassed, 
entitled  '  An  act  for  the  security  of  the  government  of  New-Jersey,'  do  take 
the  said  oaths  before  they  take  their  seats. 

*•  Signed  by  order  of  the  council  and  assembly  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey  : 

"  C  H ARLES  PETTIT,  Secretary)' 
\      JResolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  have  the  prisoners,  now  at 
Bristol,  removed  from  thence  back  into  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Chamier  be  permitted  to  go  to. her  husband   at  New- 
^  York ;  and  that  Mrs.  Lewis,  at  Flushing,  on  Long-Island,  be  required  in  ex- 
change. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Mease  be  empowered  and  directed  to  settle  with  and 
pay  the  militia  of  the  Maryland  flying-camp. 

That  the  commissary  of  provisions  in  Philadelphia  supply  with  rations,  in 
lieu  of  mileage,  such  of  the  Maryland  troops  as  choose  to  go  home  : 

That  such  of  the  non -commissioned  ofScers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  troops 
as  will  inlist  for  three  years,  be  immediately  clothed ;  and  that  Mr.  Mease 
be  directed  to  detain  as  many  of  the  clothes,  now  in  his  hands,  as  will  be  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose : 

That  each  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Maryland 
militia,  who  will  not  inlist  for  three  years,  but  will  engage  to  march  to  the  im- 
'  mediate  reinforcement  of  general  Washington,  and  remain  under  his  com- 
mand one  month,  be  supplied  by  Mr.  Mease  with  a  shirt,  a  pair  of  shoes,  and 
'  a  pair  of  stockines,  on  paying  for  the  same : 

That  such  of  the  militia  as  shall  engage  to  serve  to  the  10th  of  March  next, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress,  be  entitled  to  a  pair  of  shoes  and 
stockings,  and  to  the  same  rations  and  the  same  monthly  pay  with  the  other 
troops  on  the  continental  establishment,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  their 
enrolment ;  and  that  one  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  each  volunteer,  upon  his 
enrolment 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  giving  the  Indians  in  town  an 
audience ;  and  that  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  bo  directed  to  prepare  a 
proper  speech  to  be  delivered  to  them. 

nesolved.  That  the  officers  of  the  Maryland  troops  be  requested  immediate- 
ly to  parade  those  troops,  and  to  use  their  utmost  influence  to  persuade  their 
adoption  of  the  terms  proposed  bj  Congress. 
Resolved,  That  general  Washmgton  dc  directed,  in  case  he  has  not  entered 
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Resolved,  That  Melchior  Salady  be  discharged,  bj  the  proper  officer,  6ib 
the  company,  provided  he  enter  into  the  Service  of  the  said  Hughes. 
The  several  matters  to  this  daj  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  December  7,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  general  Washington,  at  Trenton,  and  one,  of&! 
2l8t  to  25th  November,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga,  with  sundrj  pa- 
pers enclosed,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directed  to  exchange 
such  of  the  Canadians  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

Ordered^  That  the  president  write  to  the  tour  New-Entland  goTemnents, 
and  request  them  to  use  their  utmost  influence  in  raising  their  respective  q«o- 
tas  of  troops,  and  to  hasten  their  march,  with  all  pdssible  diligence,  totk 
places  appointed  for  their  rendezvous,  by  general  Schuyler. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of  safetj  of  Fpn- 
sylvania,  to  be  applied  towards  furnishing  the  several  officers  with  bmuitv- 
money  for  inlisting  men  on  the  new  establishment ;  the  said  council  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Biddle  be  empowered  to  inlist  into  the  coBtioeBtii 
service,  such  of  the  sailors  in  prison  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due,  and  to  be  paid  to  tk 
order  of  Allen  M'Donald,  sen.  Allen  M<Donald,jun.  Alexander  M^DcwaM, 
Rennel  M'Donald,  and  Archibald  M'Donald,  hostages  sent  by  general  Scfcij- 
ler  to  Reading,  for  the  allowance  due  to  themselves  and  their  three  servants, 
from  the  25th  of  September  to  the  10th  of  December,  inclusive,  143  dollars: 

That  there  should  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Smith,  for  supplies  to  the  tnwps 
of  the  5th  and  6th  Virginia  regiments,  left  sick  at  Wilmington,  the  sum  of 
677.25  dollars: 

..  That  there  is  due  to  lieutenant-colonel  Jacob  Boyer,  for  furnishing  hw  bat- 
talion of  militia  with  7495  rations  of  provisions,  on  tlieir  march  from  Berks 
county  to  the  camp  in  New-Jersey,  739.45  dollars: 

To  Thomas  Edwards,  for  victualling  the  second  battalion  of  militia,  of  Lan- 
caster county,  commanded  by  col.  Curtis  Grubb,  on  their  march  to  Bei^geo,  ia 
New-Jersey,  and  for  the  hire  of  two  baggage- wagons,  1319.61  dollars,  to  be 
paid  to  Philip  Marsteller: 

(hiiered.  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  for  procurinsrcta- 
non  for  the  public  service;  the  said  committee  to  account  for  the  expeuditire. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  discharge  of  business,  the 
following  rules  be  invariably  observed : 

That  Congress  be  opened  every  morning  atten^o'clock,  Sundays  excepted: 

That  Mr.rresident  take  the  chair  precisely  at  that  time. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Indians  were  introduced,  and  the  fol- 
lowing speech  was  delivered  to  them : 

Brothers  of  the  Suv-JSlationSy  Delawares  and  Shateanese, 
We,  the  delegates  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America,  are  extremely 
pleased  to  see  you.    We  take  you  by  the  hand,  and  bid  you  welcome  to  our 
^reat  council-fire. 

Brothersj 
You  say  that  God  Almighty  has  been  pleased  to  bring  us  together.     You  saj 
well.     He  superintends  and  governs  men  and  their  actions.    He  now  sees  a*. 
He  judges  of  the  sincerity  of  our  hearts^  and  will  punish  those  who  deceive. 

Brothers^  Sgchems  and  Warriors, 
'  You  have  beand  what  our  commissioners  have  said  to  you  at  Pittsbvgi 
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ur  directions.  You  ha^re  listened  to  their  arguments ;  and  your  own 
n  will  suggest,  that  the  conduct  they  have  recommended  to  you,  must  be 
ictive  of  your  happiness  and  welfare.  We  think  that  you  must  be  fully 
[need  that  your  safety,  as  nations,  depends  on  presenring  peace  and  frienci- 
with  the  white  people  of  this  island. 

e  are  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  your  great  men,  and  are  well  pleased 
our  commissioners  have  wiped  the  tears  from  your  eyes,  and  covered  the 
>s  of  our  departed  friends. 

ir  hearts  are  good  towards  all  the  Indians  in  the  woods,  who  have  friend- 
sposition  towards  us. 

e  love  peace,  and  wish  that  the  chain  of  friendship  between  us  and  you 
contract  no  rust.  On  our  part,  we  will  do  every  thin^  to  keep  it  bright 
strong. 

It  should  we  be  attacked  by  any  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  woods,  we  hope  to 
ince  them  that  we  can  repel  their  attempts  with  ease.    Friendship,  how* 
with  you,  is  what  we  earnestly  desire ;  our  commissioners  have  told  yom 
nd  they  have  not  deceived  you. 

e  now  inform  you,  that  we  wish  to  sit  down  with  you  under  the  same  tree 
.'ace ;  to  water  its  roots 'and  cherish  its  growth,  so  that  it  may  shelter  us 
jTou,  and  our  and  your  children. 

Brothers, 

e  have  prepared  some  presents  for  you,  which  our  commissioners  will  de- 

before  your  departure. 

le  Indians,  having  returned  thanks  for  the  speech  delivered,  informed  Con- 

I  that  they  had  something  to  say  on  Monday  next,  and  withdrew. 

solved^  That  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  desired  to  suspend 

irther  execution  of  the  request  made  to  them  on  the  2d  instant,  to  procure 

thousand  wagons : 

lat  the  wagons  procured,  in  consequence  of  tlie  said  request,  be  sent  to 

|uarter-master  general. 

solved.  That  Mr.  Mease  be  directed  to  return  to  Mr.  Levy,  the  goods  he 

Vom  him,  and  receive  back  the  money  advanced  on  that  account :  the  said 

9  being  sent  for  by  the  state  of  New-York,  on  whose  account,  and  by 

e  order,  they  were  purchased. 

le  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

>  bngadier-eeneral  Thompson,  for  his  pay  for  the  months  of  October  and 

^mber,  250  dollars : 

)  lieutenant  Ross  Currie,  of  the  second  battalion  of  Pennsylvania  regular 

s,  for  the  balance  of  his  pay  from  March  to  November,  inclusive,  90  dollars : 

»  ^Samuel  M'Kinzie,  surgeon  to  the  2d  battalion  of  Pennsylvania  regular 

s,  for  4  months'  pay,  at  33  dollars  a  month,  132  dollars. 

dered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

le  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Ijourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  \londay. 

MONDAY,  December  9,  1776. 

letter,  of  the  8th,  from  gen.  Washington ;  one,  of  the  22d  November,  from 
Ward,  enclosing  one  of  the  9th  of  the  same  month,  from  gen.  Gates ;  one 
e  18th  of  the  same  month,  from  6.  Morgan,  at  Pittsburg;  and  a  petition 
-emonstrance  from  the  captains  and  subalterns  of  col.  Mcackay's  battalion ; 
ter,  of  the  17th  November,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Wilson,  of  the  said 
lion;  and  a  letter  of  tlie  22d  November,  from  John  Avery,  at  Boston, 
read: 

so,  a  letter  of  the  25th  November,  from  colonel  M.  Hazen,  watf  read,  and 
red  to  the  committee  on  the  northern  army. 
'solved.  That  another  member  be  added  to  the  said  committee: 
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The  member  ebosen.  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee« 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  117  11  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  Haussegger,  k 
full  of  his  account  for  boards,  &c.  bought  for  the  public  service,  aiud  for  bisei- 
pcnses. 

Resolved,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Ottendorff,  for  the  pv- 
peae  of  recruiting  htA  companies ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Houelroan  Arnold  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  of  the  compasy 
commanded  by  major  Ottendorf : 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  New-Jersej,  for  the  pab- 
lie  service ;  they  to  be  accountable : 

That  50,000  clolUrs  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Mease,  for  the  pubKc  service  ;  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Risberg,  the  assistant  quarter-master  in  Philadelphia* 
be  directed  to  send  by  water  to  Christiana  bridge,  the  military  stores  seat  fraa 
the  army,  and  that  they  be  safely  lodged  there  till  farther  orders. 

Resolved,  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Carpenter  Wharton  for  the 
public  service ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolvedy  Tliat  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  give 
the  C4mtinental  officers,  and  all  others,  employecf  in  removing  the  public  stores 
trom  Philadelphia,  whether  bv  land  or  water,  all  the  assistance  in  their  power. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address 
to  the  inhabitants!  of  America,  and  a  recommendation  to  the  several  states  to 
appoint  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  empowered  and  directed  to  settle  and  pay 
the  arrears  due  to  colonel  Hay ^s  battalion  of  the  flying-camp. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  De  Naif  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  of  artillery  an* 
der  M.  Romand  de  Lisb. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  state 
of  the  prisoners  sent  from  New -Jersey. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Clarke,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

Whereas,  in  consequence  of  many  complaints  that  engrossers  had  distressed 
the  public,  bv  raising  salt  to  an  exorbitant  price,  the  council  of  safety  of  Penn- 
sylvania, witli  the  approbation  of  Congress,  took  the  management  of  tlie  aflUr 
into  their  hands,  and  have  endeavoured,  by  as  just  and  equal  a  distribution  as 
possible  of  the  salt  imported  from  time  to  time,  to  supply  the  different  parts 
of  the  country ;  yet,  it  is  found  upon  trial,  either  from  the  artful  conduct  of 
interested  persons  not  discovered,  or  from  the  impossibility  of  the  thing  itself, 
that  the  remedy  has  been  iueftoctual ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  salt  continues 
scarcer  and  dearer  in  this  port,  than  when  no  regulations  have  been  tried : 
Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  take  off  all  restraint  upon  the  sale  of  salt;  and  give  public  notice,  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  import  and  sell  it,  in  such  manner,  and  at  such 
prices,  as  shall  suit  voluntary  purchasers. 

Resolved,  That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Oovett,  assistant  to  the  aa- 
ditor-general ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  this  Congress  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  remov- 
ing from  Philadelphia,  it  shall  be  suljourned  to  Baltimore. 

Whereas,  general  Washington  hath  repeatedly  applied,  and  hath  yesterday 
renewed,  his  application,  for  an  immediate  reinforcement  for  the  defence  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ; 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested,  this  day» 
to  send  expresses,  that  can  be  relied  on,  to  the  several  counties,  eamesUy  re- 
<iuesting  that  they  march  what  troops  they  can  collect,  armed  and  provided  in 
tiie  best  manner  possible,  to  die  army  under  the  command  of  general  Wash- 
ington. 
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Resolved^  That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  tarnish  captain  Henderson's 
company,  of  the  11th  Pennsylvania  battalion,  with  blankets  and  stockings. 

Resolved^  That  expresses  be  immediatelj  sent  to  the  committees  of  the 
counties  of  Coecil,  Baltimore,  Hartford,  and  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  request- 
ing that  they  apply,  without  delay,  to  the  militia  of  their  respectire  counties, 
and  send  forward,  immediately,  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  reinforcement  of  general  Washington's  army,  as  many  troops  as  pos- 
sible, informing  the  said  committees  that  some  assistance,  in  the  way  of  arms, 
may  be  furnished  here,  to  such  as  have  no  arms  to  brinff  with  them : 

Tliat  an  express  be  sent  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Delaware,  requesting  them 
to  send  forward,  immediately,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  as  many  troops  as  pos- 
sible, givins  them  the  like  information  with  respect  to  arms. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  care  of  the  arms  belong- 
ing to  the  continent,  and  have  them  properly  secured.  ' 

Resolved,  That  William  Chambers  be  appointed  captain,  Alexander  Wilson, 
first  lieutenant,  and  Adam  Hoops,  second  lieutenant,  in  the  3d  battalion  of  the 
refitment  commanded  by  colonel  M.  Hazen. 

rhe  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  December  10,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Lee,  at  Morristown ;  one,  of  the  9th,  from 
general  Washington,  with  a  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  general  Heath,  were  read. 
Resolved,  That  the  prisoners  sent  from  the  state  of  New-Jersey  by  general 
Washin^on,  and  ordered  to  Fredericktown,  in  Maryland,  be  conveyed  there 
by  captain  Mountjoy  Baily,  with  a  guard  of  18  soldiers : 

That  the  said  gua^  be  furnished  with  arms,  cartridges,  knapsacks,  and  blan- 
kets: 

That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  the  middle  district  of  Fre- 
derick county,  to  defray  the  changes  of  conveying  the  prisoners  there,  and  the 
expense  of  furnishing  rations  to  the  prisoners  and  the  guard  ;  the  said  commit- 
tee to  be  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  general  Mifflin  be  directed  to  repair  immediately  to  the 
neighboring  counties,  and,  by  all  the  means  in  his  power,  rouse  and  bung  them 
in,  to  the  defence  of  Philadelphia. 

As  the  Congress  deem  it  oi  ereat  importance  to  the  general  good  and  safety, 
that  general  Mifflin  should  make  a  progress  through  the  several  counties  of  tne 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  rouse  the  freemen  thereof,  to  the  immediate  defence 
of  this  city  and  county. 

Resolved,  That  the  assembly  be  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  of  their 
body  to  mdce  the  said  tour  with  general  Mifflin,  in  order  to  assist  him  in  this 
good  and  necessary  work. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  return  to  Congress  the  25,000  dollars  received 
for  the  use  of  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved,  That  major  general  Putnam  be  directed  to  have  the  several  re- 
cruits, and  other  continental  troops  in  Philadelphia,  immediately  paraded,  and 
that  he  proceed,  vvithout  delay,  to  make  the  proper  defences  for  the  protection 
and  security  of  this  city : 

That  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  give  major  gene- 
ral Putnam  all  the  assistance  in  their  power,  for  the  execution  of  the  above 
necessary  business,  by  calling  forth  the  inhabitants,  and  by  any  other  means 
in  their  judgment  proper. 

Resolved,  That  2,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for 
the  use  of  that  state,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Mesolvedj  That  135.30  dollars  be  paid  to  Robert  Patton,  for  his  services  as 
messenger,  from  the  15th  of  May  to  the  4th  of  December,  instant. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of 

rica,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read ;  and,  being  debated  by  paragraphs 
was  acreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  have  it  published  and  dispersed. 
The  committee  of  treasury  repoKed,  {hat  there  should  be  advanced  to  Mn. 
Stevenson  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  on  account  of  her  husband,  James 
Stevenson,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  accounts ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Montgomery  and  Jasper  Yates,  commissioners  of 
Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  for  their  account  of  debts  dne  to  sun- 
dry  persons  on  the  visit  of  the  Indian  chiefs  from  Pittsburg  to  Congress. 
1178.24  dollars: 

To  tlie  rev.  Mr.  Fowler,  Indian  missionary,  being  a  balance  due  to  him  for 
his  services  at  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  at  Pittsburg,  36  dollars  : 

To  John  Gibson,  esq.  for  eight  months'  house-rent  for  the  treasury  office,  as 
auditor  general,  to  the  9th  instant,  wood  for  the  use  of  the  office,  £c.  &c.  the 
sumof  S69.61  dollars: 

To  St.  Luke  la  Com,  captain  Fraxer,  and  major  Campbell,  for  the  allow- 
ance for  themselves  and  three  servants,  from  24th  September  to  3d  December, 
90  dollars ;  the  same  to  be  paid  to  col.  Donald  Campbell : 
Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  general  Washington,  and  desire  him 
to  send  a  party  to  watch  the  roads  leading  from  New-Jersey  to  Philadelphia, 
above  Trenton,  and  give  Congress  the  earliest  notice  of  the  enemy's  motions. 
Resolved,  That  2,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colonel  Antil,  for 
tiie  purpose  of  recruiting  tlie  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  Moses  Hazen; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  two  of  the  continental  battalions,  now  raising  in  Connecti- 
cut, be  stationed  for  the  defence  of  the  said  state  in  such  parts  thereof  as  go- 
-vernor  Trumbull  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  that  purpose,  till  Congress 
shall  order  otherwise. 

Resolved^  That  the  treasurer,  upon  the  order  of  the  government  of  Connec- 
ticut, pay  out  of  the  first  moneys  which  shall  be  received  into  the  loan  office  in 
that  state,  40,000  dollars ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure 
thereof. 

Resolved,  That  Antoine  Seelim  be  appointed  a  captain  of  a  rifle  company  in 
the  corps  commanded  by  major  Ottendorf. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referi-ed,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten. o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  11,  1776. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  resolution  for  appointing  a  day  of 
fasting  and  humiliation,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  as 
follows: 

Whereas,  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  engaged  with  Great-Britain, 
has  not  only  been  prolonged,  but  is  likely  to  be  carried  to  the  greatest  extrem- 
ity; and  wnereas,  it  becomes  all  public  bodies,  as  well  as  private  persons,  ta 
reverence  the  Providence  of  God,  and  look  up  to  him  as  tlie  supreme  disposer 
of  all  events,  and  the  arbiter  of  the  fate  of  nations ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  United  States,  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  appoint  a  day  of  solemn  fasting  and  humiliation;  to  implore  of 
Almighty  Goa  the  forgiveness  of  the  many  sins  prevailing  among  all  ranks, 
and  to  beg  the  countenance  and  assistance  of  his  rrovijlence  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  present  just  and  necessary  war. 

The  Congress  do  also,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  recommend  to  all  the 
members  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  the  officers  civil  and  miUUry 
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under  them,  the  exercise  of  repentance  and  reformation ;  and  further,  require 
of  them  the  strict  observation  of  the  articles  of  war,  and  particularly,  that 
part  of  the  said  articles,  which  forbids  profane  swearing,  and  all  immorality, 
of  which  all  such  officers  are  desired  to  take  notice. 

It  is  left  to  each  ^ate  to  issue  x>ut  proclamations  fixing  the  day  that  appears 
most  proper  within  its  bounds. 

Oraeredj  That  the  above  be  published  by  the  committee  who  brought  in  the 
report. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  general  Washington,  at  the  falls  of  Delaware, 
was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  prisoners  sent  from  New-Jersey, 
reported,  that  they  have  performed  that  service,  and  find  some  considerable 
distinction  between  them  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved f  That  tlie  said  committee  be  empowered  to  dischar^  from  gaol 
such  of  the  said  prisoners  as  do  not  appear  to  have  been  engaged  in  measures 
acainst  the  United  States  of  America  ;  the  said  prisoners  first  signing  a  de- 
claration, that  they  vrill  not  hereafter  engage  in  such  measures,  nor  give  the 
enemies  of  America  aid,  information,  counsel,  or  assistance,  in  any  way  or 
manner  whatsoever ;  and  that  such  as  the  said  committee  judee  proper,  give 
security  not  to  depart  the  city  of  Philadelphia  without  leave  ot  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Putnam  be  directea  to  order  parties  of  active,  spirited 
men,  with  proper  guides,  to  cross  from  Philadelphia  to  New -Jersey ;  and,  under 
the  conduct  or  good  officers,  to  act  as  harassing  parties,  and  get  the  best  in- 
telligence of  the  motions  and  situation  of  the  enemy,  directing  them  to  send 
frequent  daily  intelligence  through  him  to  Congress,  of  the  discoveries  they 
shall  be  able  to  make  of  the  enemy's  movements  and  situation. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o^cIock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  December  12, 1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  eeneral  Washinjgton,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  oi  war. 

Resolved,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Gustavus  Risberg,  and  charged 
to  the  account  of  R.  Dallam,  esq. 

That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  public  service ;  the  said  council  to  be  accountable : 

That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Dr.  Nicholas  Way,  of  Wilmington,  for 
the  public  service ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  the  two  companies  raised  in  the  town  of  Westmoreland,  be 
ordered  to  loin  general  Washington,  with  all  possible  expedition. 

Resolved,  That  the  continental  apothecary  be  directed  immediately  to  pack 
up  all  the  continental  medicines,  and  send  tnem  to  the  quarter-master  general : 

That  the  quarter-master  i^neral  be  directed  to  remove  all  the  medicines  be- 
longing to  the  continent  in  Philadelphia  to  a  place  of  security : 

That  the  frigate  Randolph  be  put  under  the  direction  of  the  continental 
general  commanding  in  Philadelphia,  to  act  as  he  shall  direct,  for  the  defence 
of  this  city«  an^  preventing  the  enemy  from  passing  the  Delaware. 

Resolved^  That  53.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Sproat,  clerk  at  the  war 
•ffice,  for  his  services;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Walton,  a  delegate  from  OeorgiA,  attended,  and  produced  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  convention  of  that  state,  informing  him  of  his  appointment, 
with  others,  to  represent  that  state  for  the  ensuing  year : 

Resolved,  I1iat  he  be  admitted  to  a  seat. 

Resolved,  That  Rlisha  Sheldon  be  appointed  lieutenant-colonel  command- 
ant of  a  regiment  of  cavalry  on  the  continental  establisment,  with  the  rank 
and  pay  of  a  colonel  of  foot ;  and  that  general  Washington  be  authorixed  to 
VoE.  I.  73 


5r8  JOURNALS  OF  CONGMSSS,  1776 



appoint  the  other  officers  to  the  said  regiment ;  and  that  the  colonel,  with  hif 
officers,  proceed,  without  delay,  to  raise  and  discipline  the  said  regiment ;  vd 
that  they  repair  to  and  join  the  army  under  the  command  of  genend  Washi^ 
ton,  by  companies,  as  soon  as  each  company  shall  be  complete: 

That  general  Washington  be  empowered  to  advance  to  colonel  Sheldon  ssdk 
sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  employ  one  or  iBore 
fast  sailing  vessels,  to  proceed  immediately  on  a  cruise  off  the  Capes  of  DeU* 
ware,  and  give  notice  to  all  ships  and  vessels  inward  bound  of  the  state  of  this 
port,  in  order  that  they  may  proceed  to  some  other  place  or  places  of  nuire 
safety. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Putnam  be  directed  to  send  Dr.  John  Connollj  nnder 
guard  to  Baltimore,  in  Maryland,  there  to  be  confined. 

Resolved,  That  the  continental  general  commanding  in  Philadelphia,  be  di- 
rected to  defend  the  same  to  the  utmost  extremity,  against  the  attemps  of  the 
enemy  to  get  possession  of  it ;  and  that,  for  this  end,  he  apply,  from  time  it 
time,  to  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  for  their  aid  and  assistance. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  empowered  to  borrow  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing 10,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  marine  committee;  and  Congress  wiH 
indemnify  him. 

Resolved,  That  Timothy  Dod  be  released  from  confinement. 

Resolved  J  That  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing,  in  or  near  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  be  put  under  the  direction  of  general  Putnam ;  and  that  Mr.  J. 
Mease,  and  all  otner  persons  having  continental  stores  in  cs^re,  make  imme- 
diate return  of  the  same  to  genend  Putnam,  of  the  quantities  and  kinds  of 
each,  and  where  the  same  are  placed,  that  the  general  may  take  order  thereiii, 
either  for  safety  or  use,  as  he  snail  judge  proper. 

Resolved,  That  ^neral  Putnam  be  authorized  to  employ  all  the  private 
armed  vessels  in  this  harbour,  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  city ;  and 
that  he  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  manning  them,  and  putting 
them  in  fit  condition  for  the  above  purpose. 

Major-general  Putnam  and  Brigadier-general  Mifflin  being  called  to  a  con- 
ference, and  having,  by  strong  argunients,  urged  the  necessity  of  the  Congress 
retiring,  it  was,  thereupon, 

•  Oriwred,  That  Mr.  Wilson  inform  the  assembly  and  council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania of  the  proposed  adjournment  of  Congress,  and  the  place  to  which  they 
have  resolvea  to  adjourn ;  and  acquaint  them,  that  Congress  will,  at  all  times, 
on  their  application,  be  ready  to  comply  with  their  requisitions  for  tlie  securttj 
of  this  city  and  state  against  the  common  enemy. 

Whereas  the  movements  of  the  enemy  have  now  rendered  the  neighborhood 
ef  this  city  the  seat  of  war,  which  will  prevent  that  quiet  and  uninterrupted 
attention  to  the  public  business,  which  should  ever  prevail  in  the  great  conti- 
nental council : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  be,  for  the  present,  adjourned  to  the  town  of 
Baltimore,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  to  meet  on  the  20th  instant,  unless  a  suf- 
ficient number  to  make  a  Congress  shall  be  there  sooner  assembled  ;  and  that, 
until  the  Congress  shall  otherwise  order,  general  Washington  be  possessed  of 
full  power  to  order  and  direct  all  things  relative  to  the  department,  and  to  the 
operations  of  war:  and  that  the  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  post- 
poned to  the  day  to  which  Congress  is  adjourned. 

BALTIMORE. 

FRIDAY,  December  20, 1776. 

Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  delegates  from  Georgia  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment, 
which  were  read  as  follows : 
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"  In  Convention,  Savannah,  October  9,  1776. 

'*  The  convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  delegates  to  represent  this  sta^e  in 
the  Continental  Congress  for  the  year  ensuing:  ^hen,  on  closing  the  poll,  it 
appeared  that  John  Hiiuston,  Lyman  Hall,  Button  Gwinnett,  George  Walton, 
and  Nathan  Brownson,  esos.  were  duly  elected,  and  declared  so  accordingly. 
A  true  copy  from  tne  minutes* 

EDWARD  LANGWORTHY,  Secretary:' 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Coneress  and  read,  viz. 

Three  from  general  Washington,  of  the  12th,  13th,  and  15th;  one,  of  the 
ISth,  from  genei*al  Sullivan;  four,  from  R.  Morris,  at  Philadelphia,  of  the 
ISth,  14th,  I6th«  and  17th ;  one,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Wooster : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four: 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr. 
S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  Benjamin  Griffith  be  appointed  to  supply  the  prisoners  from 
North-Carolina  with  provisions,  clothing,  blankets,  ana  fuel,  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather;  and  that  the  apartments,  in 
which  they  are  confined,  be  glazed,  and  in  other  respects  secured  from  the 
weather,  so  that  the  health  of  tne  prisoners  may  be  preserved,  and  they  expe- 
rience that  humanity  which  hath  ever  marked  the  conduct  of  this  Congress  to 
its  prisoners. 

iesolved.  That  the  president  write  to  general  Washington,  and  desire  him 
to  send  a  flag  to  general  Howe,  and  enquire  in  what  manner  general  Lee,  who 
iias  been  taken  prisoner,  is  treated :  and  if  he  finds  that  he  is  not  treated 
agreeable  to  his  rank  and  character,  to  send  a  remonstrance  to  general  Howe 
on  the  subject ;  and  farther,  to  enquire  of  general  Howe  whether  he  will  grant 
permission  to  send  ^neral  Lee  such  supplies  of  money  as  may  be  necessary 
to  support  him,  during  his  confinement,  in  a  manner  suitable  to  his  rank  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States: 

That  the  president  also  write  to  Mr.  R.  Morris,  and  request  him  to  send 
100  half-joliannes  to  general  Washington  for  the  use  of  general  Lee. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  December  ?1,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st  of  October  last,  from  S.  Deane,  esq.  also,  one  of  the  19tii, 
roro  the  committee  of  Frederick  county,  with  sundry  resolutions  passed  by 
the  said  committee,  respecting  the  marching  of  the  militia 'of  that  county,  to 
join  general  Washington,  were  read. 

Congress  being  informed  that  a  number  of  prisoners  were  arrived  at  Balti- 
more from  Philadelphia : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Baltimore  town  be  requested  to  secure,  in 
a  convenient  room,  under  a  guard,  the  said  prisoners,  except  the  two  Good- 
richs,  who  are  to  be  committed  to  gaol ;  that  Mr.  B.  Griffith  be  empowered  to 
supply  them  with  provisions  and  other  things  absolutely  necessary  for  them, 
until  farther  orders  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  6000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Thomas  Price,  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting  his  battalion ;  he'to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  treasury  reported,  that  they  have  had  under  consideration 
the  account  of  colonel  W.  Richardson  for  guarding  the  continental  treasury 
from  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore ;  that  the  expense  of  the  guard,  with  proven- 
der for  the  teams,  amounts  to  378.83  dollars ;  that  he  credits  300  dollars  re- 
ceived by  a  warrant  on  the  treasurer,  and  that  there  remains  due  to  the  said 
colonel  W.  Richardson,  78.83  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 
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A  letter,  of  the  15tb,  from  general  Armstrong,  at  Philadelphia,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  eeneral  Washin^tn 
and  Mr.  Morris,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideratioA: 
Whereupon, 

JUsolvedj  That  proper  magazines  of  provisions  for  the  armj  be  immediatdr 
formed  in  or  near  Pennsylvania,  ^nd  that  Coni^ress  approve  of  the  generai^s 
9endinff  general  Armstrong;  to  fix  npon  the  most  secure  and  convenient  places 
for  such  magazines,  to  animate  the  militia,  and  facilitate  tlie  recniitii^  ser- 
vice in  Pennsylvania: 

That  Congress  approve  of  general  Washington's  sending  ^neral  Snail- 
wood  to  Maryland,  to  encourage  and  promote  the  speedy  raising  of  the  new 
levies  therein ;  and  that  general  Smallwood  be  requestra  to  use  bt9  vtinost 
endeavors  in  executing  that  business : 

That  Robert  Morris,  George  Clymer,  and  George  Walton,  esqrs.  be  a  com- 
mittee of  Congress,  with  powers  to  execute  such  continental  business  as  maj 
be  proper  and  necessary  to  be  done  at  Philadelphia :  ^ 

That  200,000  dollars  be  immediately  sent  to  Mr.  J.  Mease,  subject  to  the  db- 
position  of  the  said  committee,  for  providing  the  militia  going  into  service  ;  Ibr 
paying  the  soldiers  from  Xiconderoga,  and  for  such  other  public  uses  as  thej 
shall  uiink  proper : 

That  if  the  above  sum  should  be  insufficient,  the  said  committee  have  power 
to  call  on  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-oAce,  in  Pennsylvaaia,  for  such  tarther 
sums,  as  the  continental  service  there  may  demand  : 

That  tjie  said  committee  keep  up  a  re^lar  correspondence  with  Congress 
informinr  them,  from  time  to  time,  of  their  proceedings  her^a : 

That  me  resolve  respecting  the  appointment  of  this  committee,  and  its  pow- 
ers, be  transmitted  to  Messieurs  Morris,  Clymer,  and  Walton,  by  Mr.  Presi- 
dent ;  and  that  he  inform  the  said  gentlemen,  that  Congress  approve  their  care 
of  the  public^  business  as  signified  in  Mr.  Morris's  letters.  Also,  that  Mr. 
Morris  oe  informed,  that  Congress  highly  approve  his  plan  of  fitting  the  coo- 
tinental  frigates  at  Philadelphia  reealarly  for  sea,  with  all  possible  expedition : 

That  Mr.  Secretary  Peters  be  directed,  by  the  board  of  war,  to  repair  to 
Baltimore  as  soon  as  possible. 

Kesolvedj  That  19,000  dollars  be  advanced  to-Mr.  John  Boyd,  paj-master 
of  colonel  Mackay's  battalion,  for  the  use  of  the  said  battalion ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Mesolvedj  That  two  chaplains  be  appointed  to  Congress,  and  that  Monday 
next  be  assigned  for  electing  them. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  Frederick 
county:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  18,000  dollars  be  transmitted  to  the  committee  of  Frederick* 
for  the  use  of  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Frederick,  Washin^on,  and  Moot- 
ffomery,  who  march  to  reinforce  general  Washington ;  the  said  committee  ts 
be  accountable : 

That  the  said  committee  transmit  to  ^neral  Washington  a  particular  ac- 
count of  the  money  advanced  to  the  militia.    . 

Resolved,  That  officers  of  troops  inlisted  for  three  years,  or  during  the 
war,  receive  pa^  on  the  new  establishment,  from  the  time  of  their  beioe  ap- 
pointed by  their  respective  dates,  in  consequence  of  the  rc^ution  of  Con- 
gress passed  the  16tn  of  September- last. 

Resolved,  That  such  alteration  be  made  in  the  rations  of  the  Vimnia  troops 
as  the  governor  and  council  of  that  state  shall  direct,  provided  uie  expeiM 
does  not  exceed  that  of  the  ration  established  for  the  continental  armjr. 

Resolved,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  W.  Richardson  for  tic 
purpose  of  recruiting  his  regiment ;  he  to  be  accountable. 
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i.  That  Mr.  Hooper  be  empowered  to  examine  into  the  state  nf  the 

rolina  prisoners,  and  have  such  of  them  as  are  sick,  removed  to  a 

)use,  and  kept  unddr  guard  ;  and  tliat  he  provide  a  physician  to  at* 

u 

d.  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  pay  the  militia  that  may 

his  army,  in  the  same  manner  as  his  other  troops  are  paid ;  and  that, 

iischarge,  one  penny  a  mile  be  allowed  in  lieu  of  rations,  to  support 

heir  march  to  their  respective  places  of  abode. 

reral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

ned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  December  23,  1776. 

ble  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Consress  elected  the  reverend  Mr.  P.  AU 

the  reverend  Mr.  W.  White,  cnaplains. 

d.  That  Mr.  Witberspoon,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Hooper,  inform 
;entlemen  of  their  appointment,  and  desire  their  attendance. 
>oper  having  reported,  that  the  present  situation  of  the  prisoners  is 
greeable  and  dangerous  to  their  nealth,  on  account  of  the  prison  being 
uf  repair,  it  was,  thereupon, 

id.  That  until  the  apartments  in  the  jail  of  the  town  of  Baltimore  be 
and  put  in  such  a  condition  as  not  to  endanger  the  health  of  those  who 
onfined  in  them,  the  prisoners  from  the  state  of  North-Carolina  be  re- 
born thence  to  different  rooms  in  the  court-house,  or  wherever  else 
be  procured,  and  there  safely  locked  up  and  secured ;  and  that  the 
e  or  inspection  of  the  ^aid  town,  be  requested  to  direct  proper  apart- 

their  reception,  and  from  time  to  time,  keep  up  a  good  and  sufficient 
>r  them  ;  and,  in  order  to  secure  them  more  enectually,  that  the  prison- 
sable  to  their  own  voluntary  proposal,  shall  be  upon  their  parole  not  to 
r  attempts  to  escape  from  confinement,  nor  interfere  in  the  present 

Great-Britain,  b^  carrying  on  any  correspondence,  conversation,  or 
3,  with  the  enemies  of  America;  and  that  during  their  confinement, 
1  Griffith,  who,  by  a  late  cesolve  of  Congress,  was  directed  to  supply 
ners  when  confined  in  gaol,  continue  to  supply  and  accommodate  tnem 
essaries  for  their  support. 

ed.  That  Robert  Patton  be  appointed  door-keeper,  and  James  Long, 
sr,  to  Congress. 

ed,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  appointing  skilful  persons  to  be 
xamine  the  Salisbury  and  Mr.  Livingston's  founderies,  agreeable  to 
ution  of  the  28th  of  November  last. 

'id,  That  Mr.  John  Boyd,  the  pay-master  of  colonel  Mackay's  bat- 
i  empowered  to  receive  from  Mr.  William  Smith,  at  Hanover,  such  a 
Df  shoes  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  said  battalion. 
^ed,  That  the  assemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  councils  of  safe- 
ither  persons  that  are  or  may  be  entrusted  with  money  for  the  militia 
n^  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  transmit  the  receipts  of  the  of- 
:eiying  the  same  to  the  pav-master  or  deputv  pay -master  general  of 
ictive  armies;  who  are  hereby  directed  to  malce  proper  stoppages,  and 
ificates  of  the  delivery  of  such  receipts,  specifying  therein,  the  names 
ersons  signing  them,  the  dates  and  sums  mentioned  in  the  same,  and 
ons  to  whom  the  receipts  were  given ;  which  certificates  shall  be  re- 
y  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury  as  sufficient  vouchers  for  discharg- 
'espective  accounts  from  the  sums  expressed  in  the  same, 
evcral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
irned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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TUESDAY,  December  24,  1776. 

A  letter, of  the  20th,  from  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania;  me,ti 
the  2lst,  from  Mr.  R.  Morris;  one,  of  the  10th,  from  general  Schujrler.vkk 
sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  received  and  read : 

Besolved,  That  the  last  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  aflUrs  of  ^ 
northern  army. 

Besolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  said  committee  : 

The  member!^  chosen,  Mr.  Hejward,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Resolved,  That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of  safetj  d 
Pennsylvania,  for  the  public  service ;  the  said  council  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Hillegas,  the  treasurer,  be  empowered  to  enmloj  prQ|Kr 
persons  to  sign  the  bills  which  remain  unsigned  in  the  treasury,  and  that  ne  re- 
turn their  names  to  Congress. 

Resolved^  That  a  letter  be  immediately  written  by  Mr.  President  to  the  as- 
semblies of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  infornn^ 
them,  of  the  critical  state  of  the  fortress  of  Ticonderoga  and  the  other  posts 
in  that  quarter ;  and  the  extreme  danger  of  general  Carlton's  possessing  him- 
self of  that  fortress  as  soon  as  Lake-Champlain  shall  be  so  frozen,  as  to  bect- 
pable  of  bearine  horses  :  that,  by  a  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  Conm»  ii 
informed,  that  the  troops,  now  occup}ang  those  posts,  will  not  tarrj  after  fix 
31st  of  this  month;  and,  in  the  most  pressing  terms,  urging  the  necessity  of 
hastening  up  troops,  from  their  respective  states,  with  the  utmost  despatch,  a 
the  following  proportions,  viz.  2500  from  Massachusetts-Bay,  1500  from  Caa- 
necticut,  and  500  from  New-Hampshire,  making  4500 ;  informing  them,  tkat 
Congress  desire  they  will  not  wait  till  the  several  corps  are  completed;  aad 
that  there  is  now  a  plentiful  stock  of  provisions  at  Ticonderoga,  ana  nothing  t» 
fear  from  the  enemy  till  the  lake  shall  be  frozen,  as  abovementioned. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
17th  of  October  for  the  better  regulating  the  treasury  board : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Nelson  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

Resolved,  That  5S3  30  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Nichols,  deputy 
quarter-master  general,  for  the  public  ser\ice,  and  charged  to  the  accoast  if 
brigadier-general  Mifflin,  quarter-master  general,  to  whom  said  Nichols,  whs 
is  an  officer  in  his  department,  is  to  be  accountable. 

Sundry  French  letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  procviinf 
cannon. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  said  committee. 

The  member  chosen,  Mr.  Lewis. 

Resolved,  That  two  other  magazines  of  ammunition,  in  addition  to  that  agrrcd 
to  on  the  21st,  be  formed,  one  in  the  eastern  states,  and  -one  in  the  southen 
states : 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of  the  eastern  states  confer  together,  and  also 
those  of  the  southern  states,  and  fix  upon- proper  places,  and  report  to  Congre« 
on  Thursday  next. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Inursday  next. 

THURSDAY,  December  26,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  read,  viz. 

One,  of  the  I6tli,  from  general  Washington,  with  an  extract  of  aletter  from 
commissary -general  Truinbull : 

One,  of  the  13th,  from  commissary-general  Trumbull  atMorristown  : 

One,  of  the  8th,  frtm  governor  Cooke : 

One,  of  the  20th,  from  general  Washington,  with  apian  for  the  establishment 
of  artillery,  and  a  memorandum : 
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the  21  st,  from  general  N.  Green : 
£  the  22d,  from  the  council  of  safety  of  PenD8jlvaiiia»  with  aundry 
»afn  Ticonderoga : 

-  the  2d»from  colonel  Anthony  Wayne,  at  Ticonderoga,  with  aundry 
closed : 

f  the  6th,  from  colonel  J.  Wood,  at  ditto : 

f  the  23d,  fromSamael  Washington,  of  Berkley  county,  Virginia : 
r  the  10th,  from  colonel  John  Brown,  of  Albany,  with  papers  enclosed  8 
.  letter  from  DonaTd  M'Leod,  Alexander  M'Leod,  Kenneth  M'Donald, 
tition  from  Thomas  Slater,  prisoners. 

ed.  That  400,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Joseph  tTnimbull,  esq.  corn- 
general  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

ed.  That  J.  Trumbull,  esq.  commissary-general,  be  empowered  to  im- 
;he  continental  risk,  from  Vireiniaand  Alaryland,and  the  other  south- 
s,  such  quantities  of  flour  ana  other  provisions  as  he  may  judge  neces- 
the  support  of  the  army. 

ed.   That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
the  governor  and  council  of  their  state,  and  request  them  to  contract 
3er  persons  for  the  delivery  of  10,000  barrels  offlour  on  Jam^s,  York, 
nnock,  and  Potomac  rivers,  to  the  order  of  Joseph  Trumbull,  com- 
general,  or  of  a  larger  quantity  should  he  require  a  further  supply ; 
Joseph  Trumbull  to  send  vessels  to  take  it  in,  and  to  pay  for,  or  draw 
L  the  president  of  Congress  for  the  payment  of  the  satne. 
id,  Tnat  the  letters  read  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole : 
ess  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
ition  the  letters ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  president  re- 
le  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  un- 
deration  the  letters  to  them  referred ;  but,  not  having  had  time  to 
>aire  leave  to  sit  again  tormorrow  at  ten  o'clock. 
^ed,  l*hat  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock,  resolve  itself 
mmittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  letters  read  this 

fed.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration- 
of  the  army«  and  report  thereon  to-morrow  morning : 
lembers  chosen,  Mr.  Richard  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mn  S.  Adams. 
edf  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the 
inducting  the  executive  business  ot  Congress,  by  boards  composed  of 
not  members  of  Congress : 

lembers  chosen,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Nelson, 
Morris. 

sveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
rned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  December  27,  1776. 

jed.  That  3,333.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  James  Nourse,  for  the 
e  militia  of  Berkley  and  Frederick  counties,  in  Vimnia,  who  are  about 
I  to  reinforce  general  Washington ;  the  said  Mr.  l^^urse  to  be  account- 
he  expenditure. 

^ed,  Ihat  the  resolution  passed  the  3d  of  December,  granting  a  pairof 
d  stockings  to  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  same  rations  and 
pay  with  the  other  troops  on  the  continental  establishment,  to  com- 
*om  die  time  of  their  enrolment,  be  extended  to  the  Virginia  militia, 
ch  to  reinforce  general  Washington. 

y  letters  were  read,  vi2^  one  of  the  23d,  from  R.  Morris ;  one,  of  the 
I  js^eneral  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga ;  one  from  Henricus  Gode,  of  St.  £u* 
'  November  30th :  one,  of  the  18th,  from  Richard  Dallam,  deputy  pay- 
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master  general,  at  Newtown,  in  Bucks  countj,  PennsjlTmnia ;  one,  itf  d^ 
5th,  from  Jonathan  Trnmball ;  one,  of  the  25th  ^November,  from  Joseph  Tmn 
bull ;  also,  a  petition  from  Faneuil  and  others,  to  the  asaenblv  of  Maaae^- 
setts-Baj,  anu  aresolation  passed  by  the  said  assembly  in  conseqaence  thcneC 
The  committee  on  the  state  of  tne  army,  brought  in  a  report,  whic^  m 
taken  into  consideration  ;  Whereupon, 

ReMolved,  That  a  brigadier  general  of  artillery  be  appointed  ;  and,  the  W- 
lots  being  taken. 
Colonel  Henrj  Knox  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  empowered  to  use  everj  endeavsr, 
by  giving  bounties  and  otherwise,  to  prevail  upon  the  troope,  ^fnme  tern  of 
inlistment  will  eipire  at  the  end  of  the  month,  to  stay  with  the  arnij  ao  kag 
after  that  period,  as  its  situation  shall  render  their  stay  necessary : 

That  the  new  levies  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  the  Delaware  state,  Penns3flf«- 
nia,  and  New  Jersey,  be  ordered  to  march  by  companies,  and  parte  of  covpa- 
nies,  as  fast  as  they  shall  be  raised,  and  join  the  army  under  general  Wai^ 
ins;ton,  with  the  utmost  despatch : 

That  the  foresoing  resolution  be  transmitted  by  the  president  to  the  execs- 
tive  powers  of  the  states  before  mentioned,  who  are  requested  to  carry  it  ioM 
execution ;  to  appoint  commissaries  to  precede,  the  troops,  and  procure  prvri- 
sion  for  them  on  their  march ;  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  draw  nnooey  kt 
this  purpose  from  the  nearest  continental  pay-master : 

That  general  Washington  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  commissary  of  prisee- 
ers,  and  a  clothier-general  for  supplying  the  army  ;  to  fix  their  salaries,  and 
return  their  names  to  Congress : 

That  general  Washington  be  renuested  to  fix  upon  that  system  of  pramotioB 
in  the  continental  army,  which,  in  his  opinion,  and  that  of  the  general  oScen 
with  him,  will  produce  most  general  satisfaction ;  that  it  be  suggested  to  bim, 
whether  a  promotion  of  field-officers  in  the  colonial  line,  and  of  captaii»  aadl 
subalterns  in  the  regimental  line,  would  hot  be  the  most  proper : 

That  Congress  approve  of  general  Washington's  directing  the  quarter-mas 
ter  general  to  proviue  teams  for  each  regiment,  and  for  other  necessary  par- 
•poses : 

That  the  2d  and  7th  Virginia  regiments,  with  all  the  convalescente  fromtlie 

other  corps  left  in  that  state,  ancTnow  fit  for  duty,  be  ordered  to  march  and 

join  the  army  undergeneral  Washington,  with  the  utmost  despatch,  leaving  the 

arms  that  they  have  at  present,  with  the  governor  and  council  of  that  state,  as 

they  will  be  provided  with  others  at  the  Head  of  Elk  : 

That  three  fegiments,  upon  the  new  eBtablishnient,  in  North-Carolina,  be 
ordered  to  march  immediately  to  join  general  Washington : 

That  tlie  state  of  Virginia  be  empowered  to  call  into  service,  at  the  conti- 
nental expense,  three  regiments  uf  militia,  or  minute-men,  if  such  a  measare 
shall,  by  that  state,  be  judged  necessary. 

The  unjust,  but  determined,  purpose  of  the  British  court  to  enslave  these 
free  states,  obvious  tlirough  every  delusive  insinuation  to  the  contrary,  having 
placed  things  in  such  a  situation,  that  the  very  existence  of  civil  liberty  now 
depends  on  the  right  execution  of  military  powers,  and  the  vigorous,  deci»ve 
conduct  of  these,  being  impossible  to  distant,  nuiperous,  and  deliberative 
bodies: 
'^  This  Congress,  having  maturely  considered  the  present  crisis ;  and  having 

Serfect  reliance  on  the  wisdom,  vigor,  and  uprightness  of  general  W^ashtngtoa. 
0,  hereby. 
Resolve^  That  general  Washington  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  vested  witk 
full,  ample,  and  complete  powers  to  raise  and  collect  toother,  in  the  most 
speedy  and  effectual  manner,  from  any  or  all  of  these  United  States,  16  btt- 
tftlions  of  infantry,  in  addition  to  those  ali'cady  voted  by  Congress;  to  appoiat 
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f  or  the  said  battalions  of  infaqtrj ;  to  raise,  officer,  and  equip  SOOO 
rae ;  three  regiments  of  artillery,  and  a  corps  of  engineers,  and  to  es- 
lieir  pay ;  to  apply  to  any  of  the  states  for  such  aid  of  the  militia  as  he 
Ige  necessary ;  to  form  such  magazines  of  provisions,  and  in  such  places, 
lall  think  proper;  to  displace  and  appoint  all  officers  under  the  rank 
dier-general,  and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  every  other  department  in 
erican  army ;  t»  take,  wherever  he  may  be,  whatever  he  may  want  for 
of  the  army,  if  the  inhabitants  will  not  sell  it,  allowing  a  rekisonable 
r  the  same ;  to  arrest  and  confine  persons  who  refuse  to  take  the  con- 
currency, or  are  otherwise  disaffected  to  the  American  cause ;  and 
:o  the  states  of  which  they  are  citizens,  their  names,  and  the  nature  of 
fences,  together  with  the  witnesses  to  prove  them  : 
the  foregoing  powers  be  vested  in  s^en.  Washington,  for  and  during  the- 
six  months  from  the  date  hereof,  unless  sooner  determined  by  Congress. 
vedt  That  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  take 
t  vigorous  and  spee<ly  measures  for  punishing  all  such  as  refuse  con- 
currency ;  and  tnat  tne  general  be  directed  to^ve  all  necessary  aid  to 

icil  of  safety,  for  carrying  their  measures  on  this  subject  into  effectual 

jn. 

iillegas  having  returned  the  names  of  persons  by  him  employed  to  super- 
he  press,  and  to  sign  the  bills  of  credit,  they  were  agreed  to ;  and  are, 

rintendents  of  the  press,  Thomas  Harrison,  William  Smithe,  and  John 

lan,  junior. 

:rs  of  money,  William  Asquith,John  Griffith,  Hercules  Courtney,  John 

,  James  Kelso,  Richard  Cromell,  James  Colhourn,  George  Welsh, 

re   Barrel,  Thomas  Donnellan,  John  Boyd,  Benjamin  Levy,  Samuel 

s,  and  William  Govett. 

Ived,  That  266.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Griffith,  for  the  use  of 
soldiers  in  Baltimore  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

irned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  December  28,  1776. 

vedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  circular  let- 
le  several  United  States,  explaining  (he  reasons  wnich  induced  Con- 
enlarge  the  powers  of  general  Washington,  and  requesting  them  to 
ite  with  him,  and  five  him  all  the  aid  in  their  power  : 
(leinbers  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Adams. 
ved.  That  the  five  millions  of  dollars,  which  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Tovember  last,  the  treasurv-board  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  have 
ir  eniission,be  now  emittea  on  the  faith  of  tiie  United  States. 
\:ed.  That  the  council  of  safety  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  be,  and  they 
by,  requested,  to  furnish  Mr.  John  Griffith  with  fifly  blankets  for  the 
le  sick  soldiers  in  Baltimore,  who  stand  in  immediate  need  thereof* 
yed^  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Carvill  Hall,  for  the  use 
ittalion ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

ommittee,  to  whom  the  report  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  directed  to 
o  Ticonderoga,  and  the  papers  therein  mentioned,  were  referred, 
in  a  report,  Mhich  was  taken  into  consideration :  Whereupon, 
:ed.  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,^  the  northern  armv  may  be  sup- 
»re  advantageously  and  conveniently,  in  the  present  mode  of  the  corn- 
general's  piverning  himself  by  such  reeulations  as  have  been,  and  may 
time  to  time,  ordained  by  tne  general  or  commander  in  chief,  than 
actors.  : 

he  con^missary-gcneral  be  directed,  without  fail,  to  supply  the  north- 
f  this  winter,  with  vegetables  twice  in  every  week,  or  more  fre- 
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■ 
quentl^,  if  possible  ;  and  to  take  effectual  measures  that  thej  be  welUnp^ 
with  vinegar  : 

That  two  large  floating  batteries  be  built  on  Lake-Champhiin,  to  coferike 
boom  and  the  bridge  ;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  desired  to  contract  litk 
builders  for  this  purpose  in  New -York,  or  Massachusetts-Bay,  or  both,  d 
that  general  Schuyler  provide  the  materials  : 

That  the  committee  for  ^ppljing  cannon  be  directed  to  procure  ten  bfusiix 
inch  howitzers,  with  shells,  and  a  proper  attniil,  for  the  use  of  the  northern  iraj: 

That  a  fort  be  constructed  on  Alount-Independence:  that  the  nafi^tiMof 
the  lake  near  that  place  be  obstructed  by  cassoons,  to  be  sank  in  the  witcr, 
at  small  distances  from  one  another,  and  joined  together  bj  string-pieces, w 
as,  at  the  same  time,  to  serve  for  a  bridge  between  the  fortifications  oo  ik 
east  and  west  side ;  that,  to  prevent  the  enemj  from  drawinsc  their  sroall-cnft 
over  land  beyond  Three-Mile  Point  into  Lake-Geor^,  the  passage  of  that  tab 
be  also  obstructed,  in  like  manner,  by  cassoons  from  island  to  island  in  the  ntr- 
rows,  if  practicable,  or  by  floating  batteries ;  that  Fort  Stanwix  be  atreogtii- 
ened,  and  other  fortifications  be  made  at  proper  places  near  the  Mohawk  rinr, 
and  that  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  northern  arnj, 
execute  these  works  this  winter;  and  that  the  commanding ofiicersof  trtiilen, 
chief  engineer,  quarter-master  general,  and  commissary -general,  provide  ini 
perform  whatever  things  in  their  respective  departments  are  necessary,  or  mi; 
contribute  to  the  accomplishment  thereof: 

That  the  general  court,  or  council,  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Baj.here- 
qvested  to  procure  such  a  quantity  of  oakum,  and  any  other  articles,  as  genenl 
Schuyler,  who  is  desired  to  write  to  them  on  the  subject,  shall  require;  and  to 
forward  the  same  to  such  places  as  he  shall  direct :  .      a- 

That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directed  to  write  to  Philadelpbu 
for  accoutrements  and  necessaries  to  supply  the  six  troops  of  light-horse  or- 
dered from  Virginia. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

SUNDAY,  December  29,  1776. 

Eesolvedy  That  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  from  genw« 
Schuyler,  dated  the  10th  of  December,  be  directed  to  send  a  suitable  \^ 
or  persons  to  Mr.  Livingston,  owner  of  the  foundery  in  the  state  o(  ^^'^J^  . 
and  to  governor  Trumbull,  under  whose  direction  is  the  foundery  at  Salisborr, 
also  to  the  council  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  procure  such  caniH* 
and  stores,  as  are  required  by  the  general  in  his  said  letter ;  tliey  being  in^ 
diately  necessary  for  the  northern  department. 

Mesolved^  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  appointing  more  general  officers- 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

MONDAY,  December  SO,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  21  st,  from  brigadier-general  Lewis,  was  read;  also  two  t 
ters,  of  the  26th  and  27th,  from  Mr.  R.  Morris.  ,^, 

The  committee,  appointed  to  consider  the  letters  from  general  Schoyie , 
kiting  to  the  northern  army,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,    .  - 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  no»^oj^^"^Z 
be  directed  to  cause  an  elaboratory  to  be  erected  at  such  place  as  he  sna  Jj^ 
most  con venient,  to  fix  all  the  necesaar^  ammunition  for  toe  ensuing  ^^n'^^) 

Resolved,  That  15  companies,  consisting  of  a  captain  or  ovefsecr, 
intn  each,  be  engaged,  upon  such  terms  as  eeneiul  Scbuylef  shall  ^^^^ 
and  equitable,  for  tne  batteau  service :  and  be  occasionally  eniploj^  ^^^ 
high-ways  and  other  quarter-master  general's  department;  and  that  lou 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1776.  587 


panies  of  carpenters,  to  consist  of  an  overseer  and  twent  j-five  men  each,  be 
engaged  in  like  manner  to  attend  the  northern  army. 

For  the  better  regulating  wagons  in  the  northern  army. 

Resolved,  That  two  wagons  oe  allowed  to  each  company  on  a  march,  and 
ene  wagon  to  the  colonel,  one  to  the  lieutenant-colonel  and  major,  one  to  the 
staff  of  a  regiment,  and  one  for  the  particular  use  of  the  director  of  the  hospital* 
Each  wagon  to  be  drawn  by  two  horses,  (except  that  for  the  colonel,  which  is 
to  be  allowed  four  horses,)  and  subject  to  sucti  orders,  as  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  be  issued  by  the  general  or  commanding  officer. 

Btsolvedj  That  if  any  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer  shall  em- 
ploy more  carriages  than  are  mentioned  in  the  foreeoing  resolution,  he  shall 
not  be  allowed  to  make  a  public  charge  of  it,  but  shall  pay  the  customary  price 
himself:  and,  on  his  refusal  or  neglect  of  so  doing,  he  shall  be  subject  to  be 
fined  by  a  court-martial  in  treble  the  sum ;  one-third  part  of  such  fine  to  be  for 
the  use  of  the  owner  of  the  wagon  or  other  carriage  so  employed,  and  the  other 
two-thirds  to  the  pay -master  for  the  public  use ;  the  part  adjudged  to  the 
owner  of  the  carriage  shall  be  paid  to  him  by  any  quarter-master  on  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  president  of  the  court-martial,  who  shall  transmit  the  whole  fine  to 
the  pay-master,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  deducted  from  the  i>ay  of  the 
delinquent. 

Congress  being  informed  that  some  of  the  prisoners  have  broken  out  of  gaol, 
and  mMle  their  escape, 

JResolved,  That  the  committee  of  observation  for  Baltimore  county  be  re- 
quested to  direct  immediate  and  strict  search  for  the  prisoners,  who  last  iright 
escaped  from  the  gaol  in  Baltimore  town ;  and  to  oner  a  reward  for  *  the  ap- 
prehending and  securing  the  said  prisoners ;  and  that  the  said  committee  make 
enquiry  into  the  condtict  of  the  gaoler,  or  any  other  person  suspected  of  per- 
mitting or  assisting  their  escape ;  and  that  they  take  such  measures  as  they 
•hall  tiiink  proper  to  brine  the  offenders  to  punishment. 

Besolvedf  That  200 dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  consider  the  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler  of  the  10th  of  December,  for, the 
pay  ment  of  the  expenses  of  some  suitable  person  or  persons  to  be  sent  by  them 
to  Mr.  Livingston,  gov.  Trumbull,  and  the  council  of  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, agreeable  to  a  resolution  passed  yesterday ;  the  said  committee  to 
be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the  several  states, 
reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  amended,  and  azreed  to : 

Ordered^  That  copies  be  made,  signed  by  the  prd^ident^  and  transmitted  to 
each  of  the  United  States. 

It  appearing  to  Congress  that  it  will  be  extremely  difficult,  if  notimpracticable, 
to  supply  the  army  of  the  United  States  with  bacon,  salted  beef,  pork,  soap, 
tallow  and  candles,  unless  the  exportation  thereof  be  pi'ohibited  ;  therefore, 

Resolvedy  That  none  of  the  said  articles,  except  such  as  may  be  necesf^ry 
for  the  crew  of  anv  ship  or  vessel,  be  exported  from  any  of  these  United 
States  after  the  5th  day  of^ January  next,  until  the  first  day  of  November  next,  or 
until  Coi^iress  shall  take  further  order  therein.  And  it  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  executive  powers  of  the  several  United  States,  to  see  that  this 
resolution  be  strictly  complied  with. 

Besolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  agree  with,  and  employ, 
as  an  assistant-clerk,  Mr.  Nourse,  late  general  Lee's  secretary. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TVESDAYy  December  S\,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  general  Washinjrton,  and  one,  of  the  28th,  from 
the  committee  of  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  with  8un<h'y  papers  enclosed,  were 
read. 
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Heaobfied,  That  Diictor  Mackenzie  be,  and  he  is  hereby  aathorized,  to  pa- 
chase  auch  medicines  as  are  immediate! j  wanted  for  the  atek  soldiers  bekwpi^ 
to  the  army  of  the  United  States,  now  in  Baitiraore»  and  rtUini  an  accot 
thereof  to  Conii^ess. 

Resolvfdf  That  general  Smaliwood  be  directed  to  exert  his  utmott  eadci- 
vours,  and  give  the  necessary  orders  and  instnictiona  to  expedite  the  niiiii 
the  levies  in  the  state  of  Mar}  land  ;  and  that  it*  be  eameatlj  recommeadcd  Id 
the  le^lature  and  council  of  safety,  the  several  committees  of  obserntioi, 
the  civil,  military  and  militia  officers  of  said  a4ate,  and  every  fr^d  of  Kbcrtf, 
and  the  United  States,  to  give  general  Smallwaod  %rtrj  aaaistaace  in  der 
power. 

Resolved^  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieut-col.  Antil,  of  col.  Hixei'f 
battalion,  for  the  use  of  the  said  battalion ;  and  that  tbe  same  be  charged tstk 
account  of  col.  Haajn,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Hesolved,  That  tile  requisition  of  general  Schuyler  tur  a  Mpplj  of  60  tM 
of  cannon -powder,  and  S4  tons  of  nuiakct^powder,  for  the  use  of  theaortken 
army,  be  referred  to  general  Washington ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  hmk 
that  army  with  such  quantities  of  that  article  as  can  tie  spared. 

Mesolwilf  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  ta  inform  general  Wtikug^ 
of  the  quantities  of  gun -powder,  belonging  to  the  Congress  on  haadiatie 
different  parts  of  America,  as  far  as  may  have  come  to  tbeir  knowledge. 

A  memorial  from  lieutenant-colonel  Antil  was  presented  to  CaagreMi  tw 
read: 

OrdfTfdj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  ^ 

A  letter  from  William  Kennon,  of  North -Carolina,  to  general  Lee,  wiiww- 

Ordfredt  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Heyward,  and  Mr.  HarriioB. 

JRnolvedy  That  any  restrictions  heretofore  imposed  upon  the exportAtiiBi| 
stavies  and  other  lumber,  except  to  Great- Britain,  Irelaad,  and  tbeBntw 
Islands,  or  anv  place  under  the  dominion  of  Great-Britain,  cease. 

Resolved^  That  a  letter  be  written  to  ^n.  W^ashington«. desiring ^^^^ 
der  the  clothier-general,  to  send  agents  into  each  state,  to  buy  up  ^**'' a! 
other  clothing  proper  for  the  soldiery ;  and  that  he  give  •*'"**^  ^^^J;^ 
qnarter-inaster  general  to  pursue  the  same  mode  for  procuring  a  ^"^^ 
quantity  of  tent-cloth ;  and  that  they  be  severally  directed  to  appl/  ^  ^  T? 
to  affortl  all  necessary  assistance  therein.  And  whereas fl;reat eipeo^v 
heretofore  arisen  from  public  agents  trading  against  each  omer,  the  ^^^^ 
desired  to  caution  the  clothier-general  and  quarter-master  general*  tatt  v^ 
agents  aforesaid,  fall  not  into  the  above  mistake  in  time  to  come.  . 

A  memorial  from  John  Matthewson#  and  others,  waa  read ;  also  a  lett^ ' 
Mr.  Hughes: 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee.  .  .    j^ 

An  appeal  being  lodged  against  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  *<^*^4^  j 
<he  sUte  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  PlanUtions,  on  the  libel»  0^ 
Hopkins  vs.  Richard  Derby :  ^^. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  received,  that  it  may  be  prosecuted  before  *•  c*«^ 
tee  on  appeals.  \ 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poatpoaed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 


INDEX  TO  VOLUME  I. 


^ 


A. 


^y  delegates  to  obtain  leave  of,  177,  415. 
c  and  Northampton  eounties,  in  Vtrginiay 
defended,  196,  197, 2d0^ 
Sf  orders  for  payment,-  to  be  sicaed  by 
resident  of  Consfess,  146,  (See  Chime.) 
the  British  parOament,  restraining  com- 
,99,  314. 
Samuel, }  delegates  from  Maasachttsetts, 


John.      ) 


1,  SO,  259. 


William,  sarKeon,  his  resignation  ac- 
cepted, 39t. 
to  the  kingof  Oreat-Britain,  16,  38, 39, 

45,104,105.106. 

to  the  people  of  Great-Britain,  19, 23, 

2610  31,100, 106  to  HI. 

to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies,  19,23, 

26, 31  to  38. 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Qnebec,  38,  39, 

40to45. 
from  the  parish  of  St.  John's,  in  Geoigia, 

67,68. 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  74, 75,  76. 
to  the  assembW  of  Jamaica,  122, 123. 
to  the  people  o'f  Ireland,  125  to  129. 
to  captain  White^JCyes,  an  Indian  chief, 

206,209,311,312. 
to  the  Onondago,  and  other  tribes  of 

Indians.  369, 481, 672, 573. 
imcnt9  of  Congress  from  Friday  till  Mon- 
«2, 

kt-general,  appointed,  365. 
I  IS  of  regiments,  their  pay  and  rank,  481. 
Ity  courts  establiahad,  183, 184. 
boats,  461. 

in  England,  letters  from  Congress  to,  39, 

40, 112. 
their  circular  letter,  55. 
for  prises,  imnointed,  324, 386. 
for  Indian  aflnirs*  311. 
ture,  arts,  be.  to  be  promoted,  293,  294. 
-camp,  their  pay  and  rank,  87,  227,  328, 

365. 
flobert,  to  print  joumalsofConjrress,  500. 
losts  to  convey  intolligence,  150. 
ler  Robert,  a  delegate  from  Maryland, 

212,  415. 
iicc  to  the  British  crown  dissolved,  392. 
.than,  cruelly  treated  by  the  enemy,  196. 

to  be  e:ichanged,  420. 
Vllliam,  lieutenaat-cobnel,226. 

rasigns,  422. 
rev.  Mr.  to  preach  on  the  general  fast, 

118. 

ohn,  a  delegate  from  New-Toik,  9, 50. 
William,  llenteaant-coloiMijSde. 
a,  fttato  of,  considered, 71, 72, 73, 77, 78, 

79,82,88. 

an  amy,  sppointmeat  of  a  jjeneral  and 

commander  in  chief  of  the,  83. 

rank  and  pay  of  other  officers  of 

the,  84,  123. 129, 190. 
to  be  famisbeo  with  camp-equi- 
page, &c.  87,  145, 175,  212, 
m,  251,  398,  409,460,  498. 
)1.  I.  78 


American  army,  rales  and  re«[Q]ations  for  the, 

83,  90  to  98,  374^  435,  441, 
448,  481, 482  to  493. 
increased,  123,  151,  153,  165, 
203,  217,  218,  225,  230,  233, 
242,  250,  298,  345,  346,  363, 
386,  389,  390,  399,  419,  4S0, 
'  465,  468,  476. 
cause,  proceedings  relative  to  persons 
disaffected  to  the,  21§,  2^4, 
225,  227,  254.  285. 
colonies  declared  free  and  indepen- 
dent states,  368,  369,  391, 
392  to  396. 
Anderson  Ephraim,  appointed  adjutant,  185. 
Aadraw  Dona,  brig,  officers,  be. of,  to  be  paid, 

506. 
Ann,  communication    to   be  opened  between 

Skenesborough  and  fort,  232. 
Anstruther  Mr.  die  case  of  his  diamond  ring,  446. 

captain,  his  petition  rejected,  528. 
An  til  Edward,  lieatonant-colonel,  244. 

money  advanced  to,  246,  569, 

576,  538. 
continued  in  senrice,  495. 
Mrs.  permitted  to  so  to  New- York,  526. 
Appeal  in  the  case  of  scnr.  Thistle,  and  caivo, 

433, 440,  454,  470, 499, 

500. 
brigantine  Elizabeth,  471, 
«tt.607,  515,516,  517. 
ship  dbarming  Pegey,  521. 
sloop  Betsey,  541,  554. 
Levin  Jones,  vs.  sloop  Vul- 
can, 562. 
Escck  Hopkins,  ««.  Rich- 
ard Dei^y,  588. 
Appointments  to  places  of  profit,  how  determined, 

365. 
Appratsere  of  clothing,  to  be  appointed,  519,  SSO. 
Ansrentices,  not  to  be  in  listed  without  consent, 

&c.  249, 251, 25a. 
Apsden  Matthias,  permittod  to  export  produce, 

254. 
Arms,  to  be  removed  from  TicondercMga,  71,72. 
measures  for  a  mpply  of,  74, 1 18. 
manufacture  of,  rocommended,  164. 
porohaaed  and  repaired  by  Rhode-Island, 
'  not  a  continental  charge,  197. 

furnished  the  troops  orde  rod  to  Northamp- 
ton, 198. 
taken  from  torics,        )  how  disposed  of, 
firom  the  enemy, )  254,  358. 

sent  to  Virginia,  319. 
to  be  imported  f  363, 530. 
and  other  pabbc  propeity,  to  be  returned, 

474. 
lost,  or  taken  by  the  enemy,  no  allowance 
to  be  made  for.  517. 
Amitrong  John,  bricaaier  general,  277. 

ordered  to  South-Carolina  J?77. 
permitted  to  rotnra  to  Pnila- 
delphia,  474. 
ArnoM  col.  Benedict,  his  letter  from  Crown- 
Point,  77. 
promoted,  233. 


INDEX. 


Amold  €oi.  Benedkl,  his  acreifBieBi  at  ihe  Ce- 

(fan,  376, 403,  405. 
proceedbigs    bec«r«eli    a 
eourt-niarttal  and,  46S. 
money  advanced  lo  Jdm 
Booficld  fiMT,  479. 
Articles  of  war,  83, 90  to  98. 

to  be  repablifihed,  175. 
sent  to  Canada,  S4d. 
revised,  374, 435, 441 ,  481 ,  48S 

to  493. 
of  eonfederation,  (««  eem/ederaiwH,) 
ArCailMy,  regiflMat  lo  be  raiaed  iu  Virgiaia,  560. 

field,  and  other  officers  ot .  560. 
Aniftdal  0obicke7,appoiated  captain  of  artillery, 

£88. 
Money  ndvanced  to,  t59, 300, 

301. 


A—emhly  of  PeaniykaaB,  («?  ^ 
AsiistBBts  to  the  deMw 
aUawfafSl 
their  pay,  2LSt. 
Aswcimtion  refatire  is 


v. 


nintt  attiele  aocit-'. '. 

^^en«M,tt.c 

lated,9BL 
to  take  as  oi!b  9  ii 

aeoee;,  9tL 
hisBJan,dK 
appoialea,10S 


Aurora,  ship,  to  be  mod ou,^ 
A^letWiUiauydepa^ 


B. 


Bache  Richard,  conptroller  of  the  pott-office, 

his  letter,  531. 
proceedings  on,  531 ,  588,  539. 
appointed  post-master  general, 

510. 
directed  to  ditmiss  — -  Be«H>- 

net  from  office,  556. 
noney  ndvanced  to,  559. 
Bahama  islands  eicepCed  Irom  r^uiatigns  re- 

■pectins  enemies'  proper^,  4S3. 
Baldwin  Jediithan,  asswtaitt  engineer,  honored 

by  Congress,  328. 
appointee  engineer,  464. 
Bales  Thoma.^   his  proposal  to  fnmisli  camp- 
kettles  acceiMed,  374. 
BaUantinc  Patrick,  apprehendod  and  confined, 

461. 
Ballots,  whan  eqaal,  how  determined,  146. 
Baltimore,  removal  of  Congress  from  Philadel- 
phia to,  ff78. 
Bancombe  Edvrard,  colonel,  336. 
Bnrharie  Mr.  directed  to  proeecnlo  his  claim  for 

salvage,  252. 
Bmher  Francis,  miJor,S60. 
Banet  William,  appointed  sorgeon,  SOS. 
Barrel  William,  money  advanced  to.  299. 
Bartlett  Josiah,  a  delegaie  from  ^ew-Hamp- 

ahira,141,27]. 
Battalions,  fiekJHifficers  of,  167, 182, 223, 226, 
233,  241,  245,  260,  263,  280,  288,  299,  336, 
419,  426,  410,  466,  470,  512,  560. 
Batteries  in  the  highlands  of  New-York,  150. 
fioating,  on  Lake  Champlain,  586. 
Beaae  John,  money  paid  to,  258. 
Beaodrean  Isaiah,  moaey  advanced  to,  329. 
Beaumont  Henry,  permilled  to  reside  nt  Eliza^ 
bethiown,  on  J^mle,  338. 
Doctor,  his  memcine  chest  to  be  pur- 
chased, 243. 
Bedel  colonel,  commander  of  a  detachment  at 

the  Cedars,  408. 
to  be  tried  by  a  coart-martial, 
427. 
Bedford  GtuuiiBg,  deputy  mnater-maaler  general, 

118. 
ordered  to  muster  te  Pennsyl- 
vania troops,  202. 
appointed  iient.  colonel,  241. 
ordered  to  Caaada,  276. 
appointed  imisler*«mstor  ge- 
neral,  379. 
Beef  and  pork,  mtlted,  exportation  prohibited  of, 

373. 
Beeknmn  Gerard,  W.  moofj  advanced  to,  561. 
Belletre  M.  moac^  ndvanced  to,  304. 
Bellew  Mn.  ^iplkation  of,  338. 


Beaedict  Joeeph,  major,  9IB 


leCfeerafromdK<lqM(e< 

of,  112,138. 

piovisMms  aUowed  a  K ' 


eoEcepted  ^'o*'*^^' 

vessels,  vilhcaf|oes,i«    , 
otttfor,4SL 
Bemmd  awi  Wachfes,  |Nwee<fae^' 
BeItoa  Peter,  his  petitioaieiM«&' 

to  be  spprehf**".' 
toPUUe^'' 
dischaifsd,d& 
Betsey,  sloop,  to  be  sou,  4tf.    .. 

^  appeal  iatbfcw^V 
Beveiidge  Dnvid,  his  peiitimf«^ 
Bicker  HciuT,jnajor,S2f». 
Biddle  Clewen^^nir  q^""^. 


.*-- 


£dwanl,a  delegate  A« 

Biningsport,inNew-Jcne7»  * 

edat,374.  ,«,  '' 

Bills  ofcredU,  eamsipnso^^;^:  . 

#^/ 

drawn  by  the  piy*i*»P*^'  - 
of  exchange,  *«*•  |j52 :? 

Bird  Mark,  money  adMioia'Ji^,?^* 
Btocknniths  to  be  eaplB9?<*2?«<J 
Bfaune  Ephraim,  ^^^^J^h 

"•■"^    tilt- 


iffjjjj 


BlaBdRiihard,adelc|iK 


Jmr-I 


ff'. 


J 


BooBiT  for  aokban  wfao  inliat  darioc  <!■•   wht, 
♦76. 
Tor  Ihe  nfiUre  of  Britiih  tbm*!*,  be. 


D  af|  to  b«   tanded 
d  leciind.  tjb. 

«kd,195 


3To,r;i,STi. 

rcf^rCHca  Hud  dirntioin  to, 
375, 519, 382,  a  9, 

39J,4t8,433,4  I, 

4tS,US,4»,4  1, 

4H.M), 613,6  3, 


Mi,M7,«90,G 


npcHU  fnnn,  31 
387,397, 401,  ■ 


!;i 


BDafield  JollD,  oMMV  Mhinrtd  tu,  i79. 
BoDTDloar  Mo—-.,  hi*  ppimp  and  papen 

(aiiMl  ud  ixaiuBBd,  SSi. 
BdMOB,  hMtihi  ■ppMunnce*  al,  16, 17, 18, 
nay  be  aitadud  nhga  ihe  Gene  nl  i 

6t,  213. 

Wkea  by  (be  Anctican  annT,  197,  S98. 
«e>*Bla,  be.  lefi  riicn,  hno  diwnwd  of, 
331,  »S,  334. 


I,  braade  mnjoi 
{nl  John,  maiMT 


nm  of  fi 


jdtOjMO 


Brad  IP  rd  John,  ■nDlofpnici,  3=4- 
Bndl*T  StrpbcD  K.  monaj  adtanced  lo,  3BS. 
BraxuiD  Cancr,  adclenie  from  VtrginHt,  21!. 
BnHCr,  hrigada  major,  I4t. 
Brif(>djer*  general,  wbeo  on  eomraand,  najap- 

pojut  brigadv  in^ofv,301. 
Brigadier*,  pnxiacial,  to  be  ap^nted  363. 
Biitub  armf,   ubt;,  and  fisbcne*,  praccMlian 
icbliie  to,  71,76,76. 
•wn.  (8a  Gnat  SHtitii.) 


Bra«nM>DNaibaB,>delegata  fna  Georgia, 079. 
Bnivn  Jacobna  3.,  liaui.  eolooal,  387, 
Buckiwr  Mordecii,  eohinel,  163. 

nM»e«  adtaaced  to,  A31. 
Buddea,  capl.  Williain,  taken  by  Ihc  eueoT,  338. 

U  be  excbaoged,  369. 
Bdl  Jobn,*fpojamlBo1oBcl,  tBI. 


Iea.r  gn 


i|ilained  at,  t3», 
IIiS?M4. 


S43. 


:faibil«l  bv  Rbode-li- 
lofaeallawed,  19S. 
inpsnnl,  319. 
■rbo  inliil  for  three  jean. 


ilTbonaa,  apfioinled  dep.  ad},  general,  S79. 

proBoted.  9il. 
eck,  lient.  cokinel,  di— ijned  from  the  con- 
enUl  aenBe,  307. 
ir  Rirbard,  to  be  compenttrad,  346. 

John,  iatareentcd  iMiar  tr        

William,  major,  47Q, 

Zebalon.  to  nppiT  Uoo 

laiKi,  Fean.  456. 

irfiald,  majw,  Kir  leader*  Ihe  pon  Bl  the  Ca- 

dari,  403. 

till  conducl  cenaored  bj  Congreu, 


ir  boa,  317. 


Camcno  jUlea,  lo  bar* 


Ibe  atWndBaee  of  a  plif - 
the  gaol- 


alloHed  u  walk 
yard,  361. 
Campbell  PvMom,  taken  priaOBBr,  168. 

pemiuod  10  reode  ■! 
CMMr  DB  parele,  UB. 


CvBpetj,irt»U,h* 


.xr. 


I,  146,  178,  111, 


Ca>BdB,  letter  from  CoiignH 


til,  Z&l ,  398, 4(^,  4«S ,  49e! 


Bol  lo  be  iBTaded  by  the  calameu, 
77,78. 
0,  at9,  taO,  S41, 
141, 143, 361. 
Coai 


Ibe  war  to  be  carried  ob  tbere,  3H, 


Canada,  GeoBnl  Gataa  W  lake    eomnuuH]  o[ 
brea*  in,  376. 

386,  400,  417,  tiTj46e! 
iababiiuu  of,  eaptarad,  lo  be  releBnd| 
Bad  aeni  home,  513. 


fufntibed  1^  Rhode-IiUad,  aFlawed  u 


their  • 


1,191. 


faaaed,S3e,K9,3re, 
'451,493,653,563,668. 
ienttDQaebee,S68. 
left  HI  New-LondoB.  BeeoBat  of.   re- 
cmired,  389. 


applicaiioiof  Virgiaia  to  porcbaae,  64< 
Comminae  appoialed,  136, 166,  STO. 
refereaeet  ead  din 


lS4,36S,K9,n0,3l6,344, 
37B,  417,  «»>,  414,649, 561 . 
mosey  adrBaced    t       "" 


479,  Mi,  971. 


Cft  Fvtx.  rirar,  in  North-Caraliim,  eni 

sf,  iDhcrortified^SSI, 
CumIu*  SiniOB,  hupedtioi  nj«led,  Stb, 
CiR-ingloD  Edn-mrd,  licni.  col«el  at  itiOxTj, 


I    Marvin 
4lfi,5 

i^irtET,  jDua,  conmnHWDW  oriceoonti,  4S5. 
Cm«w«ll  Rictanl,  ■   delenie  Eron  Nonh  Cara- 

liiii,d,SO. 
Cajuluu,  H  loduui  ebief,  ipnoiDted  coIoufI, 
US. 
tluiiki  of  Congr««  u>,  4t9. 
Cedan,  {ni  m  the,  nkan  br  iba  aaem  j,  376, 403, 
pracsadingi  of  Congrcw  n~ 
qMCting,  405,  406,  4S7. 


ChambanU  M.  dc,  rclMwd,  SIS. 
Cbambtn  Jamsa,  licut.  colansl,  ISO. 
Cbambljr,  Ion,  IbImd,  177. 
Cta^laiu  to  CoDgrau  (nnialad,  401,  SeO,  MI 
CbipmaD  Joka,  laanev  adnncadlo,  9St. 


CharleiUNi,  Soatt-Cacaiiaa,    a 

eaear  to,  389. 
Cbanwag  r«||j,  riiip,  qipeal 

Quae  SMnnel, 


Cheiidior  P.  toaaditac 

mililia,  497. 
ChriMian  WiUiam,  Ueal.  caloml,  163. 


__       ...   n  Paaf, 
Charch  BeaJaquD, 


In  gaol,  167. 
Congres,  UB,  (40. 
nawved   froa    ConDeclicut 
to  MB*nchuKlt5,313. 


i,  IW, 

il,  161, 
:8,  17fi, 
n,  910, 

7,  ai, 
£,141, 

8,  tSI, 

Ltao, 

«,  Ml, 
D,  318, 
S,  S«, 
3,  333, 
i,  3S3, 
5,  381, 


■M 


Climea  JaiBCi,  ndonct,  ISO. 

pmooled,  437. 
Omp,  a  dalafiK  froa  N«-TmIjB 
Uemy,  Britoii  Riien  ^ 
Totk,  tU. 


Cktlhiai  ID  be  proviileil,  IID,  139,  HS,UI^1B, 

«E3,  £r,  316, 33G,  3^,  3«l,«,tf, 

465, 4SS, «!,)»,«. 

Cknrh  Alexander,  uHnlaiil,  lit. 

Clymtt  Otoip!,  aod  Mubvl  HiDcpi.iM' 

jWDtal  treuonn,  UD. 

a  delrple  rnn  PeuqbM, 

hia  ofiice  of  intvB  tt*- 
liabed,  434. 

aninned  bj  Coapoi  wi 
apecial  buiiaBt,  ftt 


Coffin,  capuui, 

York,  3. 
Cole,Mr.  noaey 
Colem  Cfariatian 


H7  Khaicfd  ».»■ 


CoiDBiLann  naeral  ^^xaaled,  1*. 

to  vonk  bsf  n*  N- 

p^urfraiii-"^ 
iahiad.r««~i?i 

10  nmh  It*  •M^n'^ 
^•1,«_^ 

n>  sake  ««Wf"^ 

'°P«"'^"lSanrf 

10'  apfiaal  coa*""  • 

■tim,91)-      ;^^ 
ID  DareteK  C"^" 

,«,»,JB,«* 

of«or,.fa*Mg 

departaiaal,   W  ^* 

liMioaen  forlodiaualUna^^i^l^ 

■V.g 

^.t^.-itbCu-KW-jS: 
,b.irio«t««;^»r» 

ID  leKk  !««"»•""  V"** 
ofMWTaea-aBjtW^^Si. 

lbra«o«i<.ifN"i;t# 
i«aIi*»°^X 


JraimiaiiaDa  lo  coa 

war,  (bns  of,  303. 

CommtHee,  to  nate 


xwama'i'J^J 


S. 


1  of,  SOS.  fAeerfB-M-j- 

,o«...k.n|b»a^f^«J^ 

ID  wtamiae  PMn"**  ■???», 

and  amoheia"^ Jlj^iib 
oa  a  aoo-iBii»t«^|^^*  * 


IND£X. 


■ets 


&e,  to  fwcpare  an  widrew  to  the  king  of 

Or«at-Britainy  16,  38, 
39, 46, 46  to  49. 
a  letter  to  general  Gage, 
17,  18,  19. 
aa  addreee  to  the  people 
of  Great-Britain,  19,23, 
'     S6to31. 
an  addreaa  to  the  iohabi- 
tants  of  the  colonies, 
19, 23. 31  to  38. 
an  address  to  tne  people 
of  ^aebec,  ite.  tS,  39, 
40  to  45. 
oo  the  oecopation  of  posts  in  New- 
York,  70, 72. 
to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  people  of 

Canada,  74, 75, 76. 
for  a  supply  of  ammonitioB  and  mili- 
tary stores,  74,  77. 
to  eswblisb  a  post  for  conveying  let- 
ters, kc.  76, 121, 124. 
to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  conventioD 

of  Massachusetts,  77, 79. 
to  draft  a  petition  to  the  king,  79,  86, 

100,  104,1Q5,J06. 
to  prepare  a  second  address  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Great-Britain, 
79, 89, 106  to  111. 
an  address  to  the  people  of 
Ii«land,  79,121 .  126  to  129. 
a  letter  to  the  innabitantsof 
Jamaicat79,121,122,123. 
to  form  an  estimate  of  money  neces- 
sary to  be  raised,  79. 
•n  the  manufacture  of  saltpetre,  81 . 
to  prepare  roles  and  regulatioas  for 

the  army,  83,  90  to  98. 
to  superintend  the  printing  of  bills  of 

credit,  88. 
to  place  the  militia  in  a  proper  state 
for  defence,  88,89,  112,  117,  118, 

119. 
on  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  114, 121 . 
to  report  a  plan  for  h  general  hospital, 

120,121,  124,126. 
to  prepare  aa  estimate  of  expenses, 

iSo,  171. 
on  kxd  North's  concilialoiT  motion, 

121. 

to  revise  the  journals  of  Congress, 

124, 144, 146,  m,  467. 

for  collecting  lead  ana  making  salt, 

134. 
en  the  receipt  and  disposition  of  gun- 
powder, 139,  149. 
for  supplying  the  army  with  medi* 
cioe8,140.  (See  MedktU  CommitUe.) 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  rifle  com- 
panies, 140,  141. 
for  supplying  the  army  with  prori- 

sioBs,  143/214. 
to  consider  the  state  of  trade,  143, 

146,  m,  148. 
to  purchase  woollen  goods,  143, 160. 
of  Claims,  144, 240.    (See  Claims.) 
to  confer  with  geneml  Washington, 
145, 147. 162  to  166. 
for  intercepting  two  Tesaels  belonging 

to  the  enemy,  148. 149. 
on  the  subsistence  ot  officers,  be.  162. 
for  fitting  out  armed  vessels,  164, 169. 

(See  JVowi  Committee.) 
on  property  seised  and  destroyed  by 

the  enemy,  166. 
CD  an  application  from  Nova  Scotia, 

161,171. 


Committee  to  confer  with  general  Scbuvler,  162. 
to  purchase  clothing  for  tne  armyt 

162,268. 
on  the  defence  of   South-Carolina, 

162. 166, 166. 

of  New-York,  166, 

218, 224, 226. 

on  the  state  of  the  treasury,  166, 182, 

192,214,216. 
(Secret.)  168.  (See  Secret  CommitUe.) 
on  the  defence  of  Viivinia,  172, 196, 

196, 217,  S18. 
for  supplying  soldiers  in  barracks, 

174, 176. 

on  illegal  ministerial  proclamations, 

'  175,192.1*. 

on  the  diqx>"^l  o^  captured  vessels  and 

cargoes^  177, 198, 228, 289. 
for   examming  frauds  w  executing 

contracts,  181. 
on  the  payment  and  circulation  of 

bUk  of  credi^  181,234. 
on   the  defence  of  North-Carolina, 

181, 191.. 
of  correspondence,  192,  206, 340. 
on  expresses  for  conveying  intelli- 
gence, 196,  202, 263. 
or  quali6cations,   202,   238.     (Sen 

(fiaUJkatians.) 
on  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  sol- 
diers for  small  debts,  202, 204, 216. 
on  fitting  out  a  naval  armament,  204, 

206. 
another  appointed,  207.    (See  Met' 

tine  Committee.) 
on  the  defence  of  New-York,  218, 

224,225. 

for  supplying  troops  ordered  to  Ca- 

.     nada,  !£30,  238,  292, 298,  300, 307, 

336. 
on  the  defence  of  the  colonies,  233, 

237, 298. 
to  prepare  instructions  to  recruiting 

officers,  234,  239. 
on  the  purchase  and  casdng  of  can- 
non, 236.    (See   Camum  Commit- 
tee.) 
on  a  proposal  of  South-Carolina  to 

engage  seamen,  238, 240. 
on  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  239, 266. 
on  a  just  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the 
memory  of  general  Montgomery, 

to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Canada,  246^  246. 

for  establishing  a  war  office,  246, 
289,321,370.  (See  Board  0/ ITar 
€Ond  Ordnonce,) 

to  prepare  an  aodress  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  colonies,  246,  264. 

for  fortifying  Hudson  river,  in  New- 
York,  248,  286. 

on  the  payment  of  New-Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania  troops,  248. 

on  Indian  affairs,  248,  330, 331, 341, 

403,  472. 481. 

on  inlistment  of  apprentices,  ana  per- 
sons in  debt,  249,  261,  262. 

on  exportation  of  naval  stores,  266, 

262. 

to  form  the  middle  and  southern  coki- 
nies.  into  deportmeiits,  263,  267, 

274, 276. 

for/nbtiguig  troops  in  N.  York,  263. 

for  Bupermiending  the  treasury,  267, 
273, 301,  302.  (See  Treantry  Of- 
/ire  of  ^crovnU.) 


vmuL 


the 


Committee  for  promoCiw  the  ■wMifactiire  of 
Bsekeu  and  beyoaets,  273,  281, 

on  permts  to,  aad  deMuMiioe  m 

•eU,  274,  278. 
••  the  state  of  the  ooloaias  ia 
•oathera  departnent,  282, 298. 
OB  the  espeaees  of  the  war  for  the 

year  1776,  284. 
to   saperiatend  the  priatiDf  of  the 
joomala  of  Coa||reM,  294. 
a  fortificatMui  oi  port»  for  the  pro* 
toetioa  of  craiten,  29^7. 
OB  the  mle  aod  coaeuaiptioa  of  teas, 

808,915. 
oa  daoMwes  ia  eertaia  cases  or  cap- 
tares,  317,  321,  335,954, 463. 
OB  the  state  of  the  eariera  depart- 

Bieat,328,340,941. 
oa  couaterfeited  bills  of  credit,  332, 

368,385. 
for  raisiac  tea  nillioBaof  doUara,  335, 

338,367. 
on  New  Hampshire  grants,  337,  360. 
to  inquire  into  the  coadactof  eoauno- 

dore  Hopkins,  337. 
discharged,  and  referrad  to  fifariae 

GOflunitlee,  408,  431. 
for  cxcliaufeof  seamea,  338, 340. 
on  resolations  of  the  coBTeatioB  of 

South  Carolina,  349, 358,  367. 
for  supporting  the  AsMrican  cause  in 

Canada,  354.  355, 356, 360, 361. 
to  concert  a  plan  of  military  opera- 
tions, 357, 359, 360, 361  to  364. 
oa  supplies  aad  intellksnce  to  the 
enerov,  365,  379,  X5, 426, 4fi0. 
direcisd  to  revise  the  rules  and 
articles  of  war,  374, 416, 435. 
for  establishing  expresses  between 

the  several  posts,  365. 
on  a  cartel  between  genei^  Arnold 
aad  oaptaia  Foster,  976,  403  to 

406,427. 

to  prepare  a  declaration  of  indepea- 

deace,  369,  391,  394  to 

396. 
a  form  of  ooafederation, 

370,408. 
a  plaa  of  treaties  with  for- 
eign powers,  370,  416, 
418,  457,  460. 
on  the  defence  of  Georgia,  375,  399. 
for  exchange  of  prisoners  of  arar, 
376,  383. 385,  402,  418, 490. 
on  rules  and  regulations  for  Congress 

during  debates.  383,  403,  415. 
on  a  provision  tor  disabled  soldiers 

and  seamen,  383, 454, 455. 
on  the  causes  of  miscarriages  in  Ca- 
nada, 385, 400, 417^  4£7,  468,  506. 
to  prepare  a  device  for  a  asal  of  the 

United  States,  397, 450. 
OB  a  plot  for  liberating  ixisoners  of 

war,  407. 
for  augmenting  the  flying  camp,  410, 

419. 
OB  coaiiscataoB  of  enemies*  property, 

415,41V*0. 
on  a  proposal  of  the  President  of 

SoQdi-Caroliuu  423, 466, 508. 
OH  the  stale  of  North-Carolina,  427, 

490. 
for  eaeoorag^MBt  of  Hessians,  lie. 

to  leave  the  fllltishserviee,436,443. 
OB  die  piratical  seisnre  of  American 

vessels,  450. 
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ation,   Ibrm  of,  to  be  prraared,  370, 
0,422,  424, 426, 430,434; 435, 436, 441. 
,  the  first,  meet  at  Philadelphia,  1. 
eleet  their  President,  1, 39. 

Secretaiy,  1. 
ealabUah  imlea  for  their  goffernment,?. 
approve  the  uroceedinn  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Suffolk,  AiaM.  14. 
advise  merchiints  to  toipend  orders 

for  goods,  14. 
their  addrees  to  the  king  of  Great- 
.  Britain,  16,  38,  39,  46  to  49. 
their  leUer  to  gen.  Gage,  17, 18, 19. 
their  declaration  of  righu,  19  to  S2. 
their  address  to  the  people  of  G  reat- 

Britain,19,23,96tD31. 
their  address  to  the  inhahitants  of  the 

colonies^  19,23,  31  to  38. 
their  mMi«unportaiioa  ngreemcnt,  be. 

J3  to  26. 
their  resolve  respecting  the  trial  of 

penons  beyond  sea,  S^  89. 
their  opinion  relatiTe  to  the  meeting 

of  another  Coairress,  39. 
their  tetter  to  the  colonies  of  St. 

Johns,  kc.  39. 
their  acknowledgments  to  friends  in 

England,  40. 
their  address  to  the  people  of  Quebec , 

40  to  45. 
their  vote  ef  thanks  to  the  Assembly 

of  Pennsylvania,  46. 
diasoWed,  46. 

the  Second,  meet  atPhihulelphia,60. 
elect  their  President  and  Secretary, 

80,75. 
their  recommendatioa  to  the  inhabi- 

unts  of  New-York,  70. 
consider  the  state  of  America,  71, 7S, 
73, 77, 78,  79,  82,  88. 
resolve  on  a  non-unportation  to  colo- 

establish  rdesfor  their  own  govern- 
ment, 71. 

resolve  to  pot  the  eokmies  in  a  state 
of  defence,  71 ,  72^  73. 

dirsct  the  militia  of  New-Yoik  to  be 
armed  aad  trained,  73. 

their  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ca- 


tmsma^ 


nada,74,7d.76. 
reaolte  to  defend 


and 
Crown  Point,  77. 
their  address  to  the  Assembly  of  Ja- 
maica, 79, 121, 122, 123. 
sdfise  the  convention  of  Massacha- 

8ett8, 80. 

leeomniead  the  coUectioo  ef  saltpetre 

and  sulphar,  81. 

a  ffeneral  fisst,  81,   82, 

fi6, 287, 674, 676, 677. 

direct  ten  companies  of  riflemen  to 

be  Faiflsd,82. 
iix  the  pay  of  oflkers  and  privates,  82, 

M,  129. 130. 
sppoiat  a  general  aad  commauaer  in 

chief,  83. 
authorise  the  appoiutmeat  of  other 

oflieen,  84. 
order  troops  to  New.York,  86. 
remits  to  support  general  Washing- 
ton, 86. 
Older  troops  to  Bosion,  86. 
their  first  emissiott  of  bills  of  credit, 

87,88. 
coDdliste  the  friendship  of  the  In- 
disM,  98. 


Congress,  their  public  declarntioB,  lOQ  to  103. 

their  second  petition  to  the  king  of 
Great-Britain,  104  to  106. 

their  second  address  to  the  people  of 
Great-Britain,  106  to  111. 

dieir  letter  to  the  lord  mayor  of  Lon- 
don, 111. 

their  letter  to  Richard  Pcnn,  and 
other  aeents  in  England,  112. 

establish  Indian  departments  and  ap- 
point commissionersjl  V6  to  1 17,1^1 . 

enconrage  the  imiwrtation  and  manu- 
facture of  saltpetre,  118.  155,  168, 

Vii'y  173,  273. 

increase  the  American  arniv,  123, 
161, 133,  163, 1G4,  166,  303,  217, 
218,  225,  233,  242,  2r)0,  ^'98,  346, 
346,  362,  363,  389,  390,  399,  419, 

430, 476. 

authorise  the  emission  of  more  bills 
of  credit,  123. 

establish  a  general  post  office,  124. 
a  general  nospital,  124. 

their  address  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 

123  to  129. 

fix  the  ^oota  of  each  colonv,  130. 

their  opinion  on  lord  North  s  concilia- 
tory proposition,  181. 

their  explanatory  rcsoko  relative  to 
non-importations,  be.  13d. 

their  decision  in  die  cnse  of  two  car- 
goes imported  into  Geonria,  141. 

endeavor  to  intercept  two  Sriti.sh  ves- 
sels bound  to  Canada,  148,  149. 

order  gold  and  silver  coins  to  be  col- 
lected, 149.  243,981 ,  308,  331 . 

recommend  the  arrest  of  suspicious 
persons,  149. 

authorise  the  fortification  of  Hudson 
river,  150, 169,  227,  232,  218,  266, 

286. 
fit  out  cruisers,  164. 

direct  an  estimate  to  be  made  of  da- 
mage done  by  the  enemy,  166. 

their  resolves  respecting  trade,  160, 

I6I! 

supply  the  northern  army  with  clpth- 
ing,  162.  jT 

their  instrucnons  to  the  convention  of 
Mew-Hampshire,  162. 

their  resolven  on  the  disputes  between 
Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  163, 

211,317. 

authorise  the  defence  of  South-Caro- 
lina, 166,  380. 

establish  packets,  176. 

supply  Bermuda  with  provisions,  178, 

179. 
the  Indians,  180, 181. 

their  regulations  relative  to  captures, 

183,  184. 

establish  rules  and  regnlations  for  the 
navy,  185  to  191. 

issue  more  bills  of  credit,  196^  198. 

their    recooimendation  to   Virginia, 

197. 

forbid  the  presentation  of  petitions 
iMpanitely,  by  tlie  colonics,  1 97. 

tlteir  reply  to  a  proclamation  of  the 
kiDcr  of  G.  Britain.  199,  200,  201. 

nrar  the  eastern  colonies  to  call  uot 
tneir  militia,  201. 

fix  tiie  pay  of  navy  officers,  203. 

augment  the  navv,  206. 

en<{ni;e  l«»  repay  New-York  and  Penn- 
svlvuiti.t  cxnpowder  and  arms  bor- 
rowed, 210. 
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Congreis,  their  reaokes  on  the  redemption  of 
bills  of  credit,  215, 216, 317. 
their  retolvet  on  the  arrest  of  conti- 
nental soldiers  for  small  debts,  216, 

221. 
direct  a  statement  to  be  made  of  im- 

ports  and  exports,  216,  217. 
direct  six  battalions  to  be  raised  in 

Virginia,  217,  218. 
permit  exports  of  produce  in  retom 

for  salt,  218. 
their    instructions  to  Viivjnia,  and 

other  southern  colonies,  220. 
iiilmish  New-Jersev  with  arms  and 

militaiy  stores,  221. 
their  resolves  respecting  persons  dis- 
affected   to  the  American  cause, 
222,  224,  226, 269, 331. 
recommend  an  interchange  of  mutual 

gpod  offices,  223. 
their  opinion  relative  to  the  barbar- 

ous  conduct  of  the  enemy.  223. 
direct  an  additional  battahon  to  be 

raised  in  Pennsylvania,  226. 
direct  an  emission  of  money,  in  ex- 
change for  torn  and  defiiced  bills, 

£S7. 
their  resolves  in  the  case  of  James 

Lovell,  227. 
determine  the  shares  of  prises   in 

cases  of  captures,  228. 
order  troops  to  be  sent  to  Canada, 
229, 230,  241,  242,  243,  260,  261 

266,362. 
order  three  companies  for  defence  of 
Accenac  and  Northampton  coun- 
ties, in  Virginia,  230. 
direct  the  fortification  of  the  Nai^ 
rows,  at  the  entrance  of  New  York, 

232. 
their  resolve  respecting  attempts  to 
depreciate  the  contineatel  curren- 
cy>  234. 
order   cannon  to  be  cast   and  pur- 
chased, 236,  269, 270. 
order  another  battalion  to  be  raised 

in  North-Carolina,  257. 
authorize  the^tay-master  general  to 
draw  bills  on  the  President  of  Con- 
gress,' 238. 
determine  the  wages  of  seamen  in 

South-Carolina,  m 
indemnify  col.  Uazcn  for  his  losses, 

244, 2&. 
order  colonel  Maxwell's  battalion  to 
be  furnished  with  arms,  &c.  247, 
^  263. 

honor  the  memory  of  general  Mont- 
gomery, 244,  247,  269, 269. 
direct  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
general  Prescot,  247, 261,  263,266. 
direct  the  fortress  at  Ticonderoga  to 

be  reoaircd,  247. 
direct  Uie  immediate  defence  of  the 

citv  of  New- York.  248. 
regulate  and  establish  Indian  trade, 

249,  «50. 
forbid  the  inlistment  of  apprentices, 

252. 
decide  on  the  memorial  of  Keppele 

and  Steinmeu,  264. 
encourage  suulers  to  attend  the  army 

in  Canada,  266.  268. 
direct  paroles  ot  ctotured   officers, 

257;  form  of,  268. 
decide  on  the  memorial  of  Saosom, 
Murray,  &  Co.  260. 


Congress  order  the  purchase  of  sahpeaei^ 
the  mannfactureofgaipowdefA 

S. 
encourage  the  iaportatiOB  dmi 

stores,  262, 263. 
direct  the  middle  and  soaikn  e^ 
nies  to  be  formed  btDdnanaos, 

f^ 

direct  a  TreasatyOficets  beeia- 

blished,  267, 273,  301,  SOI  (See 

Trta$m  Qmet  tfAsmtt) 

direct  a  further  eminioa  ot  iMbet 

credit,  267, 270, 271, 38!. 
forbid  plunder  by  the  Aaerieti  anr, 

direct  artiicers  to  betesttoCiBadi^ 

S7 

direct  troops  in  New-Tmi  lobeir 

nished  with  ratkNii  aid  foei,!^ 
direct  sunpowder  to  be  sent  to  pK* 

ral  WasiiiogliMi,  270. 
•    prohibit  the  sailinf  of  veneli InM 

for   Great-Britam,  be.  f74(  n- 

sdrmbt  taken  off,  278. 
direct  the  <&tribuuoB  of  prisacnef 

war,  and  the  taking  of  psisksZU. 
pemit  Mons.  Maniu^  K  ex)»n 

produce,  276. 
'  repay  gunpowder  borrowed  of  M- 

Carolina,276. 

direct  steel  to  be  sent  to  AM>  3 

zK 

direct  medicines  la  be  pvebied,^ 


direct  general  Lee  to  take 
in  the  southern  departeeit,  in. 

their  orders  to  hrigadierf  gw 

Amnstrong,    Lewis,  H»«»  •* 

Moore,  2T7. 
direct  ceneral  Thomas  to  weett* 

mand  in  Canada,  279.  , 

direct  an  inquiry  into  the  ««2^" 

imprisonment  o(  oft<»rti «  ^ 
forbW  die  inlirtmentof  Istow*" 

out  consent  of  their  chieo,  »l. 
direct  militia  to  be  called  ooCfcr*- 

fence  of  New-York,  286. 
direct  the  troops  deatwed  i«JJ" 

to  proceed  on  their  «srdu» 

authorise  the  fittjai  ^^J^ 

armed  vessels,  296,  Vn,  W^J 
their  vote  of  thanks  to  ge"*^  *'*' 

ington,&c.297,298.    . 
their  regulalioai  rwpctnf  «P«* 

and  exports,  307, 308.  ^ ,  _  -p 
prohibit  the  hnportatiooofiiifl^*'- 
Instruct  the  commiittOBefs  tor  «»■ 

affaire,  308, 310, 311.  ^, 
instruct  the  Conveatioj,  or  eopw 

safely  of  Virginia,  308.  i^ 

direct  a  list  of  prisoneis  of  «>^'* 

transmitted  to  each  «o  W»  *?\^ 
their  resolve*  reepecciiif  ^J^j 

nance  and  securi^r  of  pritoi«»  • 

their  resolves  relatire  to  J^VJ^j 
their  resolves  rcUtive  to  *•  •» 

consumptioo  of  teas,  ^'J-  _--i 
their  resolves  relauve  ^J^J^ 

subsistence  of  PeaB»f  w*  "^ 

authorise  the  buikKng  <^i*^^ j^.' 

authorise  die  !«*?*  SlS??*" 
Robert  Edea  and  AK^^ 

to  be  seised  and^«J^,%^ 
their  instroctKMH  to  «»•  "r" 

dianaffai0,521>^- 
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their  instructioos  to  the  commiMioii- 

ers  lent  to  Cuiadai  323,  324. 
direct  a  strict  obienraoce  of  militaiy 

discipUae.  SSi,  480. 
direct  a  Mttlemeot  of  accouatt  of  the 

nulitia  ordered  to  New-Tork,  328. 
their  dectnoa  ia  tlie  caae  of  James 

Eaatoa,  329. 
forbid  traders  to  to  iato  the  Indian 

eountry,  withoat lieeasoj  330 
■MKlifv  and  explain  the  ninth  article 

of  tne  Boa-importation  aasociatioa, 

331. 
direct  the  restoration  aad  disposition 

of  ▼eneb,  kc.  left  by  the  enemy  at 

Bostoa,  331, 334. 
direct  the  arming  of  the  Delaware 


battalion  at 


383. 


to  be 


direct  ten  millions  of  dollars 
raised,  336. 

direct  treaties  to  be  held  with  Indian 
tribes,  336,  341,  374. 

direct  an  inqairy  into  the  conduct  of 
commodore  Hopkins^  337. 

direct  a  farther  emission  of  bills  of 
credit,  338,  363. 

direct  monthly  returns  of  the  nnmber 
and  state  ot  the  army,  339, 366. 

recommend  govemmenti  to  be  esta- 
blished bv  the  colonies,  339. 

establish  a  Dospital  in  Virginia,  347. 

increase  the  pay  of  depu^  engineers, 

347. 

their  regulations  respecting  prisoners 
of  war,  M9, 350,  361. 

their  decision  in  the  case  of  the  sloop 
Sally,  and  cargo,  351, 354. 

determine  to  support  tlie  war  in  Ca- 
nada,  356. 

regulate  the  price  of  salt,  360,  574. 

take  further  measure  for  the  defence 
ofNew.Tork,361. 

direct  militia  to  be  called  out  to  re- 
inforce the  army,  362,  363, 398, 399. 

establish  a  flyiag  camp,  363. 

establish  a  Board  of  War  aad  Ord- 
nance, 370,  371.  (See  Board  of 
War  and  OrdmmK.) 

order  general  Gates  to  take  command 
in  Canada,  376. 

prohibit  officers  to  suttle,  or  sell  to 
soldiers,  377. 

direct  supplies  to  be  sent  to  Canada, 

377,378. 

direct  the  property  of  enemies  to  be 
confiscated  aad  sold,  378. 

direct  clothing  to  be  furnished  the 
army,  382. 

direct  sn  inqniry  into  the  conduct  of 
officers  in  Canada,  386- 

direct  an  inquiry  into  causes  of  mis- 
carriages in  Canada,  386. 

their   declaration   of    independence, 

394, 396, 396. 

their  resoWes  on  the  iurrender  of  the 
Cedars.  406, 406. 

regulate  the  hospital  apartment,  411, 

412. 

approve  of  seneral  Washington's  re- 
jection of  a  letter  improperly  ad- 
dressed from  lord  Howe,  4?8. 

estsblifih   new  rules  and  ciders  for 

their  owngOTemment,  416. 
encoeriwe  Hessians,  &c.  to  leave  the 

Britifih  service,  442, 466. 
eensmre  die  conduct  of  commodore  i 
Hopkins,  446.  i 


Congress  decide  on  the  punishment  of  spies,  460. 
determine  on  conditions  of  proposals 

for  peace,  466. 
determine  on  the  continuance  of  the 

army  in  New-York,  470. 
direct  the  return  of  arms  and  other 

propernr ,  474, 476. 
direct  eighty-eight  battalions,  to  serve 

during  the  war,  476. 
determine  the  qnotaof  each  state,  476. 
promise  lands  to  officers  and  privates^ 

476. 
prohibit  officers  from  holding  more 

than  one  commission,  479, 480. 
their  resolves  relative  to  Indian  affiiin. 

481. 
prohibit  grants  of  lead  claimed  under 

assignments,  482. 
establish  new  articles  of  war,  482  to 

498. 
take  measures  to  remove  complaints 

in  New  Jersey,  494.    ' 
order  troops  to  be  sent  U>  fort  Montgo- 
mery, 484«  496. 
resolve  to  defend  the   highlands  of 

New  York,  496. 
direct  a  supply  of  provisioas  and  medi- 
cines for  the  northern  anny,  496. 
grant  a  passport  to  the  master  of  die 

schooner  Thistle,  600. 
their  resolve  respecting  destfKerafiroai 

the  Pennsylvania  linCi  001. 
borrow  five  millions  of  doUan,  606, 

^     649^660. 
authorise  the  arming  and  eqnnpping  of 

a  frigate  and  two  cuttera,o06. 
£rect  estimates  of  prises  to  be  made.' 

606. 
encourage   officera   and    soldiera  to 

engage  in  the  army,  608, 609. 
direct  a  forUfication  at  the  entrance  of 

Cape  Fear  river,  631. 
dieir   resolve    relative    to    pendents 
worn  by  private  aimed  vessels,  Itc. 

631. 
their  resolve  relative  to  monopoUsen 

of  clothing,  &c.  634, 660 
authorise  a  lottery  for  raisbg  money, 

636,661.661. 
authorise  a  new  emission  of  bills  of 

credit,  JSSb. 
tske   measuras   for  reinforcing  the 

army,  636. 
their  resolve  relative  to  the  settlement 

of  claims,  637.638. 
their  resolve  relative  to  the  convey- 
ance of  despatches,  688. 
their  resolve  relative  to  the  dinosi- 
tion  of  stores  taken  on  the  Soiel. 
river,  639. 
recommend   to   New-Jersey  to  stn 
communications  with  the  enemy ^643. 
modify  their   resolutions  for   raisiqg 

eighty-eight  battalioasj  646, 646. 
direct  the  prosecution  or  capt.  Tlm^ 

thy  Pierce,  647. 
take  measures  for  defence  of  Phila- 
delphia, 647 
decide  on  the  comparative  rank  of 

naval  and  militaiy  officen.  649. 
fix  the  pay  of  officers,  &c.  or  the  navy. 


their  instructions  to  North-Carolina. 

660. 
direct  retnrnsofrationsto  be  made  j664. 
their  regulations  ia  cases  of  diiabled 
soldiers,  694. 


UMOA 


Goofrsst  direct  magasiaes  of  ailituy  storesi 
provisioia,  be.  6S5. 

urge  the  states  to  complete  their  le- 
vies, 556. 

consider  the  state  of  the  army,  557, 

568. 

dieir  directioa  to  covuBissaries,  558. 

¥bm  resolve    respecting  lands  and 
eapeases  of  the  war.  559. 

tieet  at  Baltimore,  in  Maiylaad,  578. 

ippotnt  a  eoBHAittee  to  transact  spe- 
cial business  at  Philadelphia,  580. 

Illeir  resohre  respecting  prisoners  of 
war  at  Baltimore,  581. 

dfaisct  ▼oochers  to  be  taken  for  pay- 
ments to  militia,  581. 

d^ir  Instniclions  to  New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,   and   Connccticnt, 

582. 

grant  discretionary  powers  to  general 
Washington,  584,  686. 

direct  a  mrther  emission  of  bills  of 
credit,  585. 
Connecticiit,  delegates  (lOm,  1, 50, 237. 

to    re-inforce    the    gflorrisons    of 
Crown-Point  and  Ticonderosa, 

to  collect  saltpetre  and  sulphur,  81. 

troops  ordered  to  New-York  and 
Boston,  85, 86. 

urged  to  complete  their  levies,  ISO. 

MNites between  Pennsylvania  and, 
163, 2ro.  211, 317. 

foibid  to  settle  lands  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, SI  I. 
'  to  raise  a  battalion  for  the  defence 

of  Canada.  230,242. 

to  fill  up  blank  commissions  for 
field  and  other  ofiicers,  243. 

to  ridse  their  proportion  of  sixteen 
regiments,  250. 

to  raise  an  additional  battalbn,  346. 


CoQMCticat  mHitia  ordered  to 
Canada^  362^  363. 
qnota  of  eighty-eigbt  1 
money  advanced  tt)',  196.  146,10^ 
279, 913,368^  SIS,  & 
CoBBO^y,  ma)or,  taken  primer,  198. 

confined  at  Philadelphia^  9S,  3Q0L 
alk>wed  to  waft  in  tte  gaol-yacd,  29. 

SI. 
sent  to  Baltimore,  678. 
Mrs.  provision  mad^  for^  401. 
Continental  enrrency,  bow  to  be  siak,  190, 19, 

215. 
form  of  die  bills,  88, 19I- 
resolve  ibr  Ike  suptwtsf 
its  crecfit,  5^5. 
troops  and  militia,  to 
and  other  property,  474, 475. 
Cooke,  governor  «f  Rhooe-lslaud, 

purcnase  cloth  ing,  527. 
Cooper  John,  a  delegate  from  New- 
Copper  at  New-London,  Connecticut,  horn 
posed  of,  451. 
to  DC  purchased,  461. 
Com  St.  Luke,  excepted  from  the  Menl  le- 

leasement  of  Uanadian  prisonera,  519. 
Courtiandt  Philip,  lient.  colonel,  m. 
Cox  and  Furman,  money  paid  to,  258. 
Comean  Isaac,  captain  of  a  frigyte,  919. 
Craig  Thomas,  lient.  colonel,  470.  * 
Crawford,  captain,  his  application  rerffaaedf,  99T. 
mlliam,  lient.  colone),  SG3. 
promoted,  512. 
Credentials,  delegates  appear  and  prodace  their, 
1,  9, 22,  50,  51  to  54,  67,  68. 69,  86,  ff7,  OS, 
197,  138,  141,  152,  253,  259,  925, 348,  a», 
415,  418,  4277,  586,  597,  553,  569, 577,  978, 

Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga,  meaaorea  fior  te 

defence  of,  77, 8B, 
Cupoaidge  George,  sent  to  New-Tork,  om  pa- 


D. 


Didlatt, Bkhard,  deputy  pay-master  general,4l4. 

money  advanced  to,  4SS,  459, 
467,  519, 543,  647,  558,  661. 

577. 
Dartnodlh  college,  in  New-Hampshire,  pro- 
ceedings respecting,  310, 481. 
IHvidson  WHham,  major,  336. 
Davies  William,  money  advanced  to,  480. 

appomted  depuw^ muster-mas- 
ter general,  507. 
tesigns,  618. 
Davis  Beniamin,  promoted,  £E6. 

WtOiam,  major,  336. 
..Dawson  Levi,  major,  336. 
Dayton  Elias,  colonel,  260. 
Dtiaat  Silas,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  1, 60. 
James,  Indian  interpreter,  181. 
money  advanced  to,  181. 
De  Bois  Pierre  Francois,  brevet  major.  608. 
D«bts,  soldiers  not  to  be  arrested  for  triflingj216. 
Decatur  Stephen,  permitted^  to  export  prMluce, 

282. 
Declaration  of  richts,  19  to  22. 

on  twins  op  arms,  100  to  103. 
on  the  king's  proclamation,   199, 

200. 201. 
of  independence,  394, 396,  39d. 
Deer  tkinM  to  be  tmrehaaed,  468. 
Defence  of  the  cMonies,  measures  taken  for,  71, 

72,73,74,118,119. 
of  Crown-Point,  77. 


Deficiency  of  arms  to  be  supplied,  299. 

De  Haas  John  Philip,  colonel.  245. 

Dehart  John,  a  delegate  firom  New-Jent^,  LJ% 

resigns  his  seat,  194. 
TI^Hiam,  major,  167. 
Delaplace,  captain,  bis  case  considered,  914. 
Delaware,  delentts  from,  1, 52, 568. 

to  colleet  saltpetre  and  solphar,  81. 
to  raise  one  battalion,  203. 

field  ofiicers  <rf;  241. 
militia  for  the  flying  camp,  969. 
measures  taken  for  the  defcAoe  c^, 

372. 
battalion  ordered  to  New-Jersey,  4SS 
quota  of  eighty-eight  battalioMs/ 476. 
money  advanced  to,  262,  296.  ^8. 
river,  disposition  of  naval  fdrwisu 

647. 
Delegates  assembled  in  Congres^  1, 60, 196. 

produce  their  credentials,  2  tD  7,  9, 
50  to  64,  136,  137,  138,  141,  151, 
194,  253,  269,  276,  325,949,9^ 
390,  415,  418,  457, 586, 697, 599, 
668,  669, 577, 578, 579. 
may  frank  letters,  171. 
not  to  be  abeeot  without  Ieave477^5 
Denning.  Wm.,  commiasioner  fisr  att^^g  ac- 
counts, 417. 
Depai^ment,  three  additional  battalions  lo  be 
raised  in  the  ea«eni,   944. 


CrDKSL 


Dcpartneats,    aiddle  tad   aothtro   oolonies 

Ibrmed  mIo,  $63, 267,  t74, 276. 
Depositions  relative  to  the  bettle  at  Lexiogton, 

MuMclMMetts,  68  to  66. 
Deputy  pay-nastar  general  appointed,  970, 619. 

.  noney  advanced  to, 
166, 370. 
Boetar^maMer general,  408, 607,  541. 
comausaaiy   general,   in    Virginia,    to 
make  eoatracta,  6K3. 
Deeerters,  peaakiei  on  those  who  harhor,  166. 
oompensataon  allowed  for  apprehend- 
ing, 166. 
from  the  Penaiyhrania  line,  proceed* 
iags  respecting,  601. 
Diamond  ring,  case  of  61r.  AnstrudMr's,  466. 
Dickinson  Jonn^  a  delegate  from  PenniyJvania, 


Disabled 
466,664. 


and 


S2, 60, 668 
,  provision  for,  454^ 


Discipline  in  the  army  to  be  enforced,  324, 480. 
Dod  Timotby,  despatches  stolen  from,  631. 
coimaed  in  gaol,  634. 
relented,  678. 
Doorkeeper  and  messenger  to   Congress  ap« 

peintedMS,  681. 
Doors  of  Congress  to  be  shot  during  business,  7, 

66. 
Douglass,  commodore,  $o  take  enmmaad  on  the 
lakes,  299. 

for 


Douw  Volkert  P.,  appointed 

Indian  affairs,  117. 
Doyle  John,  money  adfaneed  to. 
Drafts  on  the  Treasaren.    (aeeJfoiwv.) 
Draper,  midshipman,  offered  in  exehaoge  for 

captain  Budden,  369.  ' 


Druggist  appointed  in  Philadelphia,  449. 
Drummona,  lord,  letters  from,  467. 
Doane  James,  a  delegate  from  flew-Tork,  1,6D. 
Dubois  Lewis,  iliajor,  to  be  provided  for,  384. 

promoted,  386. 
^cers  of  his  batiaUds, 

387. 
Duche',  rev.  Mr.  opens  Congress  with  prayev, 

8,60. 
to  preach  I^.  Randolph's  fu- 
neral sersBon,  167. 
on  the  general  fast, 
118. 
appointed  chaplab   to  Con- 
fess, 402. 
resigns,  622;  thanks  of -Ceii- 

gress  to,  622. 
his  acknowledgments,  632. 
Dogan  Jeremiah,  appointed  major,  with  the  rank 

of  lient.  colonel,  299. 
moneyadvanced  to,  274,  29t. 
Dunlap  James,  msjor,  233. 
Doamore,  lora,  his  conduct  in  Virginia  eepre- 


ited,  78. 
contravenes  the  nonimportation 

agreement,  193. 
his  arbitranr  proceediags  to  he 

resisied,  197. 
intercepted    letters   from    lord 
Howe  to,  419. 
Dnrham  Lewis,  appointed  surgeon,  271. 
Dyer  EKphalet,  a  qelegate  from  Connectieal,  J, 

60, 
eeionel,  kis  aceomit  for  medicinee  setded, 

203. 
Thomas,  major,  441 . 


E. 


rsstcra  dumilmant,  three  additional  battaUons 

to  be  raised  in  the,  344. 
£a8lon  James,  proceedings  lelatiTe  tO|.3S8,329. 

money  advanced  to,  329, 430. 
£dsn  Robert,  his  person  and  papers  to  be  seised 
and  secured,  318. 
intercepted  letters  to,  from  lord 
Howe ,  to  te  poblished ,  417. 
Edwards  Timothy,   comswssioner  lor  Indian 
afbirs,  181. 

fdy,  Mr.  mooey  advaneed  to,  329. 
lection  of  persons  to  places  of  profit,  how  de- 
termined, 366. 
SHery  Wm.  a  delegate  from  Rhode-Island,  343. 
Elliot  Thomas,  lieut.  colonel,  263. 

promoted,  612. 
EKs  Richard,  agent  of  prises,  324. 
£litabedi,  bng,  appeal  in  the  case  of,  471,  502, 

607,616,616,617. 
Elisabethtowa,    New-Jersey,    comsMnication 

with  the  enemy,  by  way  or,  643. 
JCImer  Jonathan,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey, 


EmiMiQMof  bilb  of  credit.  87, 88, 121, 123, 196, 
227, 270, 336,  »8, 363, 420,441, 686. 


Endeavor,  sloop,  and  cargo,-restosed,4d6. 
Engineers  for  the  southern  department  appoint- 
ed, 300,  301. 
Eppes  Frank,  appointed  maior^  263. 

promoted,  288. 
ErwioMatihew, )  money  advaneed  to,  179,  476, 
Robert,    {  617,660. 

Evans  John,  a  delecats  ficoni  Delaware,  668. 

George  and  Stretch,  money  advanced  to, 

402f  698. 
Exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  196, 379, 420, 433, 

466,  600,  612. ' 
Executive  busbess  of  Congress,  plan  to  be  pie- 
pared  for  condaoting  the,  683. 
Exportationsto  QnebM,  Nova-Scotia,  be.  prohi- 
^^  bited.7I. 

of  naval  stores  for  the  public  ser- 

viee,  266, 262. 
of  si^ed  beef  and  poric,  diaaUowed, 

373,687. 

of  staves,  and  other  lomber,  except 

to  Q.  Britain,  Ice.  permitted,  688. 


F. 

Fairbmb  Samuel,  money  Mivanced  to,  264, 284,  i  Feoton  John,  obtains  leave  to  go  lo  Great  Bri- 

300. 1     tain  or  Ireland;  141 ,  148. 


Falmouth  burnt,  160. 
Fanny,  brignntine,  to  be  sent  to  sea,  imder  con- 
voy, 410. 
Fast,  days  recommended  for  n  general,  81,  82, 

286,  2A,  674, 676,  677. 
Faulkner  WiUiam,  paroled,  612. 
Fav.  Dr.  his  condnetinquir^  into,  427. 
Femain  Jooehn,  permitted  to  go  to  Europe, 

274. 


Fermoy,  Chevaber  Hache,  appointed  brigadier 

money  advanced  te^  643. 
orderodtto  Join  fen.  Wash- 
iagton,  660. 
Field  oficers  of  bsttaKoas  appointed,  167, 182, 
228, 226,  23S,  %1,  246,  260,  263, 
280,  288,299,  336, 419,  42^,  440, 
468^4101,612,666. 


xu 


INDEX. 


f  inney  WiUianii  deputy  qmurter-mmster  geaet^l, 

Timhar  John,  nujor,  280. 

proffloted,  584. 
Fisheries.  (See  Brituh  FUheries.) 
ykmadng   Edward,    depa^    adiotant-general, 

FliBti  purchased,  198. 

■eat  to  the  troops  in  New-Tork,  394. 
-    to  be  manafactinred,  397. 

•est  to  general  Washington,  437,fiS3,£86. 
ddtTorod  to  Oeofge  Morvan,  472. 
sent  to  general  Gates.  4*^,  dS6. 
«  '        to  general  Schayler,  S23, 586. 
Floating  batteries  on  Lake  Champlain,  586. 
Floyd  WtUiam,  a  delegate  iioni  I<iew-York,  1 , 

50. 
Ftying  camp  established,  363, 365, 393. 
augmented,  410,  419. 
money  sent  ibr  the  use  of,  409, 416. 
Folsom  Nathaaiel,  a  delegate  from  New-Uamp- 

diire,  1. 
Fostalne  M.  le«  money  advanced  to,  306. 
Fort  to  be  built  at  Savannah,   and   Sonbury, 
inOeorgia,  399. 
at  Wheelmg,  be.  offered  to  be  taken  on 

eondnental  establishment,  407. 
on  Mount  Independence,  58t5. 
Stanwix  occupied  as  a  post,  374. 
Montgomery,  troops,  «c.  ordered  to',  494, 

Fetter,  captain,  his  message  to  general  Arnold, 

FooDBroft  John,  his  application  considered,  518. 


Franchessin  Jaqne  Antoine,  lieat.  coloael,  M. 
Francis  Turfaot,  commissiimcr  Ibr  IwKia  %im, 

Ul 
Franklin  Benjamin,  a  delegate  feai 

■ia,  50. 418. 
appoiatea  COBB 
Indian  alEain,  117. 

cAtatns  leave  to 

books,  popera,  Ik.  139. 
money  advaaood   to,  9tl, 


topaybifis  dnvni  by  Gas. 
Morgan,  999. 
IVilliam,  lo  be  examined,  3tl. 

sent  to  ConaecUc«^  on  pa- 
role, 384. 
intMPcepted  letters  to,  417. 
offered  in  exchange  wr  ffsae- 
ralThompeoa,669. 
Franks  David  8%  commissary  of  iwiuuMais,  19S. 


money  advanced  to,  416, 468 
granted  leave  to  go  to  Hem- 
York,  on  parole,  dSt. 
Frederick,  committee  ot. 


Freemason,  schooner,  permitted  to  aail»  461 
French  oficers  ordered  to  pincea  of  ' 


I.  coatinentaL  their 

966,367. 
Fry  Jotaph,  brigndmr^fenml,  233. 

his  resignatkm  aeccpied,  9S3. 


G. 


Gadsden  Christopher,  a  delegate  from  South- 
Carolina,  1, 50. 
appointed  brigadier«ge- 
neral,475. 
Gage  Thomas,  British  general,  fortifies  Boston, 

17. 
letter  to  him  from  Congress,  18, 

19. 
his  letter  to  the  President,  46. 
Galleys  to  be  built,  316, 347, 399. 
OaUoway  Jos.  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  1. 
Gamble,  captain,  committed  to  gaol,  413. 

inquiry  into  his  conduct.  413. 
Game  Cock,  privateer,  commander  of,  to  be  pro- 
secuted, 547. 
Gansevoort,  mi^or,  231. 
Gardner  Caleb,  lient.  colonel,  468. 
Gates  Horatio,  appointed  acHutant-general,  85. 

mi^or-f^neral,  346. 
to  take  command  in  Canada,  376. 
not  vested  with  a  superior  com- 
mand  to  geaeral  Schuyler,  401. 
Geoif  ia,  delegate  from  the  parish  of  Sit.  Johns, 
in,  67. 
accedes  to  the  general  association,  and 
appoints  delegates  to  Congress,  120, 
136, 348, 597,  578, 579. 
delegates  apply  for  advice  respecting 
two   cargoes  imported  from  Great- 
Britain,  140. 
to  raise  three  battalions,  one  of  them 

riflemen,  165, 399. 
two  fiorti  to  be  buik  and  garrisoned  in, 
•  399. 

to  assist  Sooth-Carolina,  427. 
quota  of  eif  hty-«isht  battaUons.  476. 
money  aovainced  to,  171,  401,  436, 

4ff7, 476, 535, 575. 
German  battalion  to  be  raised,  357, 379, 390. 

oficert  o^  416, 440, 499, 5»,  564. 


German  battalion  ordered  to  Join 

ington.  494,560,  567. 
Gerry  Elbridge,  a  delegate  from 


Gibson  John,  appoiated  anditor-goacral,  909. 

money  ndvanced  to.  443. 
GiUaore  Robert,  apprehended  and  rnniaid,  4a. 
Goddard  William,  addresa  to   Coiyiem  finss, 

CMbrth  William,  mtdor,  377. 
Gokl  and  silver  coma   to   be  eollednd,   M9, 

243,281,908,90. 

of,  to  be  readcrad,  217. 
bills  of  credit  to  be  cx- 

chaaged  for,  216,  2a, 

3r7,afii33t. 

sent   to   Canada,   om  m 

geaeral  Scknirler,  911. 


uqoiry  mto 
value  of,  321,  469. 
medal,  to  be  struck  for  ganeral 
ton,  298. 
GoMsborough  Robert,  a  delegate  froas 

Uwd,  1,69, 138. 
Goodwia,  captain,  to  repay  BMwey 

him,  203. 

Govert,  Mons.  monev  advanced  to,  497. 
Govet  William,  clerK  to  the  aoditor-geaeral,  428. 
his  salary,  428. 
money  sdvanced  to,  574. 
Graham  Richard,  ssonc^  ndvanced  to,  991. 
Grant.  Mrs.  Abi,  permitted  to  relnm  to  K^ 

Greac-britain,  petitions  to  the  king,  nnd  nd- 

dresses  to  the  people  of,  16, 19, 

23,  28  to  31,   106,    104,  106, 

106  to  111.  ^ 

employs  foreign  mercenai^  tuasss. 


INDfiX. 


xiu 


tain,  politiail  ooDnexioB  diMoWed  be- 
twMB  tbe  United  Cokmiea  and, 

892. 
IttthftBiel,  appointed  etshdi  brigadier- 
general,  87. 
promoted,  437. 
ohn,  mijor,  S88,  4*10. 
lonntnn  boys  to  be  ettpbycd  ia  the 
amy,  88. 
Mr.  appointed  colonel  of  artillery,  142. 

indemaified,  177. 
men,  money  advuieed  to,  972. 
amuel,  deputy  ad{atant-g;enerBl,  417. 
Dtevid,  appointed  cbaplun  and  surgeon, 

fohn,  money  advanced  to,  686. 

10   be   Inrniibed   witb   blankets, 

685. 


Ouillot  Francis,  permitted  to  ik  out  a  prtva^ 

teer,  601. 
Gunpiywder  to  be  mannfactured  and  imported, 

118, 168. 
account  of,  to  be  furnished,  139. 
deiiveiy  and  disposition  of,  169, 170. 
172, 180, 196,210,  228,  236.  261, 
266,  270, 276,  279,  284,  294,  900, 
307, 316,  317,  319, 322,  325, 330, 
332, 333,  337,  339,  340,  344, 346, 
356,  368,  869,  372,  878,  37S,  388, 
391, 399, 400, 428,  429,  480,  468 
472,  474, 479, 494,  496,  604,  611, 
613,  620,  688. 
defects  in,  how  rectified,  468. 
inspector  of,  appointed,  469. 
Gwinnett  Button,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  348, 

CT9. 


H. 


lack  river,  communication  by  way  of, 

484. 
irvin,  money  advanced  to.  586. 
hn,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  63, 138. 
rman,  a  delegate  from  Cteoigia,  v7,  136, 

348,679. 

Jeremiah,  his  conduct  inquired  into,231. 

entitled  to  arrears  of  pay,  469. 

I  Matthias,  appointed  qttarter-master,2l2. 

k  John,  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts, 

60,260. 
elected  president  of  Congress,  72. 
Ebeneser,  appointed  depn^r  pay-mas- 
ter general,  870. 
to  receive  balance  in  the 
hands  of  James  Warren, 

400. 
money  advanced  10,870,446. 
fricate  to  be  fitted  out,  680. 
adM  Adams,   taken  bv  the  privateer 
Game  Cock  J  646. 
cargo,  bow  disposed  of, 
546, 648. 
Edward,  eokmel,  280. 

money  advanced  to,  884, 870. 
*a  John,  commander  of  fortresses  on  Hudi 
river,  pro  Umpore^  171 . 
'  Return,  brig,  disposition  of  cargo,  619. 
noaey  to  be  provided  for  secret  services, 

662. 
it  Cornelius,  agent  for  prises,  824. 
s  Robert,  money  advanced  to,  641. 
SOD  Benjamin,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  1, 

60,  iSr,  687. 
junior,  par-master  in  Vir- 
ginia, 266. 
money  advanced  to,dS7, 
391 ,  419,  686,  664. 
Charles,  eotonel  of  artiHeiy,  666. 
Robert  H.  to  have  the  rank  of  lient. 
colonel,  865. 
John,  a  delwate  from  Newslersey,  890. 
ley  Thomas,  uent.  colonel ,  283. 
ejr  John,  commissioner  ibr  Indian  affairs, 

841. 
et  John,  colonel,  241. 

money  advanced  to,  883,  437. 
ordeied  to  station  troops  at  Lewis- 
town,  898. 
(icker,  or  Hanaegger,  Nicholas,  major,  226. 

promoted,  414. 
money  advanced    to, 
632, 647,660. 
rlf  T  rnsorJi.  f  oaimimioniir  for  Indian  amurs, 

117. 
declines  the  appointment,  139. 


Hay,  lieut.  returns  to  England,  on  parole,  207. 
Haxard  John,  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  re- 
specting, 361 . 
Hasen  Avises,  captain,  his  losses  to  be  ascer^ 

tained,  248, 283, 284, 496. 
promoted.  244. 

money  advanced  to,   246,   495, 

528,  535. 
Heard,  colonel  Nathaniel,  instructmn  of  Con- 
gress to,  225. 
names  of  persons  tak- 
en into  custody  fay, 

directed   to    furnish 
New- Jersey  troopa 
Mritharms,  265. 
Heath  VHIIiam,  fourth  brigadier-general,  87. 

promoted,  437. 
Hepburn  Stacy,  permitted  to  export  produce,263. 
Hendricks  James,  mnjor,  268. 

J>nMnoted,  612. 
,      elegate  from  Vii^ia,  1,71. 
appointed  commissioner  for  In- 
dian aifairs,  117. 
declines,  140. 
appointed  colonel,  263. 
declines  acceptance,  288. 
governor  of  Virginia,  to  send  the 
brigantine  Fanny  to  sea,  un- 
der convoy,  410. 
Herring  John,  a  delegate  from  New-Tork,  15. 
Hessians,  &rC.  encouraged  to  leave  the  Britii 

service,  436,  443. 
Hewes  Joseph,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina, 

9,  60, 168. 
Heyward  Thomas,  junior ,a  delegate  from  South- 
Carolina,  826. 
Hides  and  tallow  to  be  preserved,  658. 
Hillegas  Michael,  continental  treasurer,  180. 

to  pay  and  appoint  signers  of 
bills  of  credit,  388, 682, 686. 
additional  allownnce  to,  434. 
Holland  Francis,  money  advanced  to,  641. 
Holmer  Christian,  major  of  artillery,  666. 
Hooper  WilKam,  a  delegate  from  North-Caroli- 
na, 9, 50, 153. 
Hopkins  Stephen,  a  delegate  from  Rhode-Island, 

1,71,848: 
Eseck,  commander  of  the  Americaa 
fleet)  218. 
his  conduct  inquired  into,  897, 

481. 

ordered  to  repair  to  Phihidelphia 

and  answer  for  his  conduct, 

878.- 
'  roqtiests  a  hearing,  4S2. 


XXf 


JKM3L 


SBOE 


on 


HopkiBt  £«eok,  rndtes  bis  defJBiKce,  410;  not  «- 

tisiactory,  444. 
oenwired  by  Coi^reM,  446. 
directed   to  repair  to   Rboder 
Islawl  and  take  command  ,447 . 
Jiopki^ioil  FrfftCWy  a  delegate  from  New-Jers^) 

appoiated  an  afent  for  the 
marine  committee  of  Con- 
gress, 567. 
Horlock  Samuel,  permitted  to  go  to  Boston, 

parole,  528. 

Horne;  &.  Wasp  to  take  vessels  under  conToy,t30. 
Horses  and  carriages  not  to  be  onnecessarily 

impressed,  512. 
Hosmer  Titos,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,S37. 
fiospatal,  measures  taken  for  the  establiskiiient 
of  a  general,  120, 124. 
director  of,  aopointed,  125, 155. 
in  Virginia,  947. 

department  regulated,  413, 414, 510. 
to  make  waekly  returns  to 
Congress,  510. 
House,  lieut.  his  conduct  inquired  into,  4S^. 
Houston  John,  a  delegate  urom  Georgia,  136, 

348,  679. 
Howe  Robert,  appointed  brigadier^seneral,  277. 
ordered  to  Viipnia,  l77. 


Hove,  k>rd»  Bntiafa  admiml,  haslBtfier  tonsal 
Washington  noit  raeeived,  411 
a  second  letter  Crom,  45£. 
ioiaffceptod  letieis  fnm^  m  htw^ 

lished,417. 
a  metsnge  delitered  by  naml^ 

UTao,lft&i,  463»  464. 
ooMBklee  of  Coagman   to  ooiiB 
with,  4(6. 
their  xaporiy  477y4VSw 
Hudson  river,  to  be  fortjiod  ava  olwiiwd. 

150, 169, 227, 232, 248, 361, 496»  SU. 
HodsDO  Jonathan.  pix»ceeduiB  om  hia  peirtso, 

Hughes  Charles,  permitted  to  go  lo  the  Wen* 
Indies,  531, 
James,  interpoMt^on  of  Coagreso  a  An 

case  of,  316. 
Daniel  sind  Samuel,  ooatraet    ta  fiv- 

nisii  maooo,  417, 

money  odvmoccd  ts. 

4S0,fl2. 

Hugonence  John  B.  permitted  to  export  pi»> 

duce,  282. 
Humpton  Richard,  lieut.  colonel,  412, 6Q&. 
Hnntu^eton  Samuel,  a  delegate  (raps  ^ 
:,S7. 


cut. 


I. 


Imbret  Jean  Loai%  employed  as  aa  engineer, 

480. 
Iflsportations  from  Great-Britain  and    Ireland, 
prohibited,  15,  23, 306. 
of  eoods  and   stores,  permitted, 

^,224. 
of  aims,  saltpetre,  salt,  he.  en- 
couraged, 118,   168,  216,  218, 

262. 
of  slaves,  prohibited,  307. 
loiportB   and  oxports,   regulations  '^^^^ios. 

Impressment,  unnMessary,  of  horses  and  car- 

ria^s,  forbidden  1 512. 
Impnsonment  of  mdkia  officers,  be.  in  Canada, 

inquiry  into  the  causes  of,  281. 
Independence  first  moved  in  Congress,  368. 

further  proceedings  relative  to,392, 

fieclaration  of,  394, 395. 396. 

to  be  proolmmed,  396. 
(odeB  to  the  joam^ls  of  Congress  to  be  made, 

422. 

Indians,  danger  of  a  rupture  with,  in  Viivinia,  78. 

efforts  to  obtain  their  friendsnip,  98, 

112  to  117. 
speech  to  the  sii  nations  of,  114  to  117. 
a  treaty  with  them  at  Albany,  140. 
ministerial  agents  endeavor  to  engage 

them  in  the  war,  215. 
conference  with.  213,  215,  293. 
'    in  the  middle  aopartroent  to  be  sup- 
plied, 310. 
commissioners  appoiated  for  afiairs  of, 

117, 120, 140. 
e«:tab1i9liment  of  a  trade  with,  249, 260. 
Cherokee,  commit  hostilities  in  South- 
Carolina,  427. 


Indians,  commit  murder  in  the  aoigUboihBoAaf 

Pkuteig,  448. 
Inhabitants,  aomber  of,  ia  each  cialoay,  to  be  1^ 

ken,  215.  ^^ 

Injunction  of  seerecy,  7. 65. 
lones  James,  mi^)  440. 
Inspectors  of  gunpowder,  459, 463. 
instnietioasoi  Coagresi  ■' 

tomermats,  14. 
to  Massachnsettt,  14, 18, 19. 
lo  New-York,  80. 
to  New-Hampshire,  16S. 
to  South-CaroUaa,  165^  166. 
to  the  oommittae  a^ipattiid  «a  vi«t 
the  northern  azmiy,  169, 17D,  I7L 
to  Vargioia,  197. 
to  coaiaaiiden  of    niiiairi 

vessels,  305, 306. 
toMaiyjaad,  iadio  CMoaf 

Eden  and  Alexander  Rosa,  3IS. 
to  the  agantfsr  ladiaa  afiks,  ttU 
to  the  oommisaioocra  seat  to  Csaa- 

da,323,324w 
to  the  commissioners   lor  octiEng 
acconnti,  444. 
InteDigenee  eonveyed  by  alarm-posts,  150. 
roceivodof  the  enemy's  ioat 
to  the  southward,  647. 
Invalid  corps  to  do  gamson  drnqr ,  465. 
Ireland,  probibitioa  of  expoctaboat  aad  h 
ations  to  and  mm,  15, 28. 
address  of  Congress  la  the  ptonlaa^ 

Inr&M  Janea,  Bent,  colonel,  181. 

authorised  to  purchase  c)othiaf,267. 

William,  cokmel,  233. 
Irwin  Matdiew^  money  advaaeed  to,  568. 

Haniy,  hralfmnni  nslaael,  336. 


J. 


Jamaica,  address  to  the  assembly  of,  79, 121, 

122, 123. 

Jay  John,  a  delegate  (irom  New-Torfc,  1,  69. 

Jweison  Thomas,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  86, 

137,458. 


Jenkins,  capt.  Thomas,  allowed  to  cany  ptovi- 
sions  to  Nantucket,  194, 197,  904. 
eaat.  Wiiliaau  reagaa  km  cummmmm, 

467. 
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xt. 


as 


b«rt,  aopoiMed  kfleptr  ttf  tbt  Mw  gaol 
m  Philadelphia,  418. 
gives  iaCbnntion  to  ConmtB|&65. 
inoa^  advaaeed  to,  567. 
dnoMS.  JOA.  a  dekegnte  from  Maryland, 

8,  t»,  136, 416, 653. 
Prancia,  Kent,  eoloaali  fSS. 
Robert,  money  advanced  to,  423. 
QOarfia,   lieut.  fioda  Mr.  Anstrntber's 
diamond  ring,  446. 
directed  to  return  it,  446. 
authorised  to  receive  the  pay 
due  to  him,  447. 


Johaalon  Oeor*e,  major,  612L 

Jones  Noble  Wimbei^,a  delegate  iron  Oeoniay 

Willie,  appointed  commiaiioner  fbrlndiaa 
ailairs,  121. 
Josiah,  lieut.  to  be  exchanged,  436. 
Journals  of  Congress  to  he  revised  and  printed. 

3d,  124,294,467,500. 
Judge  Advocate,  his  pay,  14ft. 
Jnge  Mr.  permitted  to  export pradocei  248, 249. 
,  (tee  Jtaneg  innes.) 


K. 


to^  or  the  Great  Tree,  Indian  name  for 
esident  of  Congress,  3i69. 
Ludwick,  money  advanced  to,  431, 441 . 
and  Steinmets,  their  claim  reJeoted,264. 
3reat-Britain.  (See  Oreat-Britam.) 
,  capt,  to  repay  money  adv;aQced  to  him, 

203. 
ames,  a  delegate  from  New^ersey,!,  50. 

resigns  his  seat^  194. 
1  Samuel,  Indian  missionary,  174. 
Moses,  to  be  confined  in  gaoL  300. 
makes  his  escape,  337. 


Kirk  land  Moses,  proceedings  on  his  escape,  340. 
Kinnovao, chevalier,  employed  as  engineer,  391. 
Knolton,  majw,  iiromoted,  438. 
Knox  Henry,  colonel  of  artittery,  177. 

to  inspect  the  forts  on  Hudson  ri- 


ver, 197. 


his  plan  for  raising  a  battalion  of 

artillery,  approved,  4S3. 
promoted,  5S4. 
Kosciusko,  Mr.  his  memorial  presented,  461 . 
appointed  engineer,  622,  523. 


L. 


I  Luke,  excepted  from  the  general  n- 
aent  of  Caaaoian  prisons  n,  613. 

captain,  pronnoled,  231. 
lideon,  nugor,  336. 

n  John,  adelegale  ffon  New-Hampshire, 

50.276. 
appoiated  ^ent  of  prizes,  386. 
iromised  to  foreign  ofiicers,  on  leaving  the 
British  service,  456; 
to  oificers  and  privates  of  the 
American  army,  476, 479. 
lot  to  be  Muted  under  claims  of  assign- 
ment, 4W. 
1  Robert,  major,  263. 

promoted,  440. 
)  be  searched  for,  and  collected,  134. 
3  be  imported,  178. 
lines  to  be  worked,  266, 363. 
t  Ticondefoga,accoam  to  be  fomisbed,303. 
n  Vicginia,  to  be  sent  to  Philadelphia, 

409,523. 
ra,  in  Pennsylvaaia,  prisoners  of  war  es^ 
from,  381. 

ichard  Heniy.        >  delegatos  from    Vir^ 
rancis  Lightlooty  I     pWf  7,  60,  137, 

138,458. 
harlesi  affoiated  second  viajar-geneial, 

85. 
directed  to  r^air  to  Canada,  and 

take  command  there.  267^^8. 
the  order  coantennanaed,  275. 
to  take  command  in  the  southern 

denortment,  2T7. 
bis  plan  to  purchase  rifles  in  Vir- 
ginia, approved,  347. 
to  order  ratioas  and  ibiage  for  vo- 
lunteer cavalry,  347. 
to  raise  two  companies  of  house 

and  ship  carpeators,  347. 
tbsuks  ot  Congress  to,  418. 
ordered  to  repair  to  Philadelphia, 

435. 


Laf  Charias,anriv^  aad  attoads  Congress,  507^ 

508. 
directed  to  repur  to  the  camp  at 

Haerlem,  508. 
money  advanced  to,  508,  579. 
inquiiy  into  his  treatment  as  prison- 
er of  war,  taken  by  the  enemy. 

6%. 
Leonard,  Abiel,  money  paid  to, 
Letters'to  General  Gage,  from  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk,  in   Massacbi^ 
setts,  13, 14. 
litom  Congress,  17, 18t 

19. 
to  the  colonies  of  St.  John's,  &c.  39, 40. 
from  General  Gage  to  the  rresideBt  of 

Congress,  46. 
(circiUar,)  from  the  asents  in  Endand,56. 
tiom  the  provincial  Congress  of  Massa* 

chusctts,56.  « 

to  tlie  inhsLbitents  of  Canada,  74. 75,76. 
to  the  lord  mayor  of  London,  IH. 
to  the  agents  in  England,  112. 
from  Bermuda,  138. 

received  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 

139. 
to  dele^^tes  and  commanders  in  chief, 

free  of  poetaae,  171, 172,321. 
interceptod,  ordered  to  be  pttblisbed,SQ5. 
secrecy  enjoined  on  others, 

219. 
of  thanks  to  the  geaefal  officers  in  the 

northern  army,  206. 
to  and  from  privato  soldiers,  to  be  frank- 
ed, 231. 

to  and  from  «the  board  of  war,  free  of 
postage,  469. 
Lewis  Ana  row,  brigadier  general,  277. 

to  take  command  in  Vireinia,277. 
to  send  gunpowder  to  &Mith-Ca- 

rolina,  418. 
to  send  two  battalions  of  troops 
to  Now-Jerpey,  419. 
Morgan,  deputy  quartor-aiaster  geneml, 

472. 


V  nrqBB  P'Am,  permHMii  la  export  pnidnf 

158,  SKI. 
J,'  FmlaiDe,  Mod*.  otoaBy  ■dTincCfi  lo,  30[>. 
UbniT  OmfUMJol  PhiUdelphii,  oOar  CoB- 

Cm  the  DTC  of  thair 
ki,  8. 


coad,  146. 
LilliagtoD  Alenndar,  coloi 


de,  major  of  uiUUiT,  H*,  6W. 

dMUoa^tke  aHMiDUnii,  and 

reqDeM*  to  be  nnl  to  gem- 


UtianlMi  Abmhani,  reiigiii  hia  coDtraot,  338, 
940. 
mooev  advuHMil  (0,  fi6S. 
Philip,       )  deleintet    from    New- 
Bob*  n  R.  J     "- '    •'■""' 


Juum,  colonel  of  ■  CuulUui  bal- 
Ulian,2I9,4U. 
noaey  iidtuind  to,  439. 
Hear;  B.  honored  b;  Coi^ra*,  105, 


I,  Walter,  aimmiM^r,  ir  Atlr 

¥<iriidepen>ail,m 
iDqair;  iuo  Ifa  oate^ 


form  and  denMBiBafita  of 
celei,  £06,  MT,  MS,  M. 

Loekait  Samuel,  m^afi  33G. 

T.—...  ...  rb>i:-»  «k^r  *-i,^^t  u*^  li* 


L<Mig  Gabriel,  nmaey  adiaoced  id,  596. 

NichoUi,  defutj  qnaner-HKcr  pvil, 


mjroB,  4fi. 
exchange  propoeedirfpnMaenB' 
keaoii,£lO,ei- 


■Gtaeme  and  cowutwu  01  ui,ih.b. 
auaager*  a(i|»iiMed,  U9.  OH,  w. 
LoraDJmei,  taken  priHner  t?  >he  ewa;,  B 
nneriior  3k«H  ofawl  ■  o- 
*cha«*(br,in,«3. 
LowirThomu.camminBi?  iiNn-Ja*).i^ 


Maiwell.  re.  ■<«,»» 

LovlMie,  adelenle  fnm  New-To[t,l. 
■     ■wigCWte»,«ineoo,Ma         „„- 
drMr.  procftedinn  rttalire  to,  X.V,' 

Lynch  Thoma^         )  delegelei  *»  ** 


Macktpiifl,  Dr.  antbatiied  to  porcbue  ni< 

cinei,  m. 
MacpbenoD,  oaplaia,  lenl  to  camp,  166. 
mooef  adnineed  to,  156, 
biiapplicatioDreJecled.lOe. 
BIwmaber,  eosigD,  the  nasaifor  biB  acqui 

reqnired,  SOI. 
Magma  Hobail,  colonel,  293. 
Maniinea  lo  be  eatablubed,  363, 660, 6at. 
Halmadj,  mBrqnii,  breret  major,  480. 

mODCy  advanced  to,  494. 
HtnagenofakiKerTappiiialcd,  Sfi^iSCl. 
Maoes  laaacg  oone/  adraaced  to,  431. 
Manlj,  opiain,  take*  a  prtic,  304. 

to  cDnnnand  B  frifile,  319. 


taken  1^, 

appointed, 

SOT 

m«=,«i 

referena 

«S,S 

El 

6S0,« 

IB 
i6 

n 

540,  6tK. 

AUrtbui  John,  major,  (12. 


Marmajon  htlkolij,  p«n«ill«d  M  ejfol  fr 

dace, 276.  _ 

Marquiaie  M.  La,  mane;  adfanced  »,<»;__ 
H«iqii>  of  KiUare,  brig,  di^n-tn  tl  ^^ 

Manball  Tbomaa,  ma)or,  163- 

pn»o(ed,460. 
Martin  Alnuider,  cokmel,  M6..    .    ,„_„ 
Mr.  iniercepted  kner  fron  Wl*^ 

Mityland,  delegate.  &OB,  I,  B,  ".  "'■^ 

to  collect  aaltpeire  awf  "^jj^, 

permitted  to  txpon  l*"*")*^ 
cpiQla  oT  militia  «>r*elp>l'^ 

to  lajae  four  ampani"*  ^  ^^ 

innnKt  their  d.le|a«!.iat^ 


INDEX. 
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if^-^ 


V«*. 


-►  '  ♦ 


lead, 
244. 
m  manufttc- 
camp-kettles, 
574. 


^>. 


<^243. 

^lidvaRced  to,  419, 471. 
[roled,4(»,463. 
u'lgadier-seneral,    to  be    ex- 
cnanged  for   lord   Sdrlinff, 

465, 466. 
to  be  exchanged  for  no  officer 
thider  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general,  fi03. 
»nOQgfa  Thomas,  major,  293. 
I  Dougaf  Alexander,  colonel,  280. 
M  Henry,  Dr.  recommended  by  Coo|rre«,  455. 
M  Intosh  Lachlan,  appointed  brigadier-general, 

475 
MlCean  Thomaii^  a  delegate  from  Delaware,  1, 

m!5®?V*'«»P^»»j  paroled,  479.  .    "^ 

In  Iknight  James,  his  nnanthorixed  conduct  in 

the  case  of  the  sloop  Sally, 

a51. 
to  make  restitution,  354. 
jjljyerwn  John,  major,  232. 
M  Wliorter    Aleuinder,   money  advanced   to, 

211. 
Meade  G«orge,  U  Co.  permitted  to  export  pro- 
duce, 308. 

money  advanced  to,  470. 
Measam  Qeorge,  commissary  of  clothingi  519. 
Mease  James,  appointMl  commbsary,  247. 

money  advanced  to,  250, 2157, 262, 
267,  283,  288,  300,  306,  332, 
357,  400,  407,  429,  434,  443, 
453,  463,  471,  508,  555,  569, 
671,580. 
directed  to  supply  continental 
troops,  251,  254,  262,  288,  301, 
357,  459,  460,  471,  494,  497, 
498,  502,   505,  514,  531,  561, 

567,  568)  569. 
to  aadit  accounts  of  Pennsylvania 
militia,  497. 
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Mease  James,  to  pay  Maryland  militia  of  the 

flying-camp,  569, 670. 
Medal,  gold,  to  be  struck  for  general  Washing- 
ton, 298. 
Medical  committee,  appointed,  140, 435. 

references  and  directions  tOk 
14d,  144,  172,  378,  380; 
401,  408,  429,  433,  476, 
479,  481,  494,  495,  664, 

567. 
reports  from,  408, 449,  455, 

563. 
money  advanced  to,  Affl. 
Isaac,  insults  the  President  of  Con* 
gress,  280. 
his  concessions,  and  dismissal 
from  farther  attendance  J281. 
^gaged  by  the  enemy,  349. 

ted,  366. 
ered  to  repair  to  New-Tork, 

367. 
applies  for  arms   and    militaiy 

stores,  447. 
to  remove  complaints  in  New* 
Jersey,  494. 
/eredith  Jonathan,  laoaev  advanced  to. 
Merchants  to  suspend  orders  for  goods,  &c.  14. 
MidUleton  Henry,  a  delegate  from  South-Caro- 
lina, 1}54. 
elected    President   of    Con- 
gress, 39. 
Arthur,  a  delegate  from  South-Caro- 
lina, 325. 
Mifflin  Thomas,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania, 

1,52. 
appointed  brigadier-gene ral,S46 
qua  rter-master  gene- 
ral, 503. 
money  advanced  to,  361,  604, 

519. 
John,  regimental  pay-master,  464. 
Military  academy  of  ihe  armv,  plan  for,  603. 

stores  to  be  removed  from  Ticonderoga, 

71,72. 
measures  for -a  supply  of,  74, 118. 
account   of    their    importation 

called  for,  216,  217. 
to  be  imported,  1 18,  363, 530. 
sent  to  North-Carolina,  439. 
to  be  furnished  on  requisition  of 
commanding  officers,  602. 
Militia  officers  in  Canada,  inquiry  into  causes  of 
imprisonment  of,  281. 
orooers,  on  their  march,  and  while  in 

service,  rations  allowiid  to,  474. 
rules  for  the  regulation  of  the,  118, 119. 
not  to  be  called  out  without  consent  of 

the  legislatures,  201. 
requirecT  to  re-iniorce  the  armies  in  Ca- 
nada and  New-York,  362,  .363. 
of  Pennsylvania,  ordered  for  defence  of 

New-Jersey.  398. 
discharged  in  New-Jersey,  to  be  settled 
with,  497. 
Milligan  James,  commissioner  of  accounts,  425. 
Minutes  of  the  preceding  day  to  be  read  eveiy 

morning,  207. 
Moncriefratrick,  obtains  leave  to  go  to  Eng- 
land, 99. 
Money  advanced  to— 

Commissioners  for  Indian  affairs,  113, 

180^355,418,481,567. 

William  Thompson,  131. 

the  pay-roaster  general,  134, 135, 138, 

147, 148,  175,  252, 257,  288,  389, 

381 ,  450,  4^,  470,  515, 658. 
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Money  sdvaneed  to— 

ConoecUeut,  136,  145, 243,  S7d,  313. 

353,  376,  576. 
PenosyWania,    135,  171,    185,  217, 
%^,  tiS,  293,  ^90, 391, 454, 602, 
660, 667, 660,  572,  582. 
ComoiitCee  of  Claims,  144. 


Commiuee  to  purchase  clotbiag,  &c. 

150, 171, 283,  325. 
Mr.  Tracy,  151. 


Deputy  paymaster  general,  155, 370, 
428, 431,  444, 445,  459, 463,  467, 
619,  523,  631. 

Commisaaty  genenl,  166,  326,  379, 

1546,  558,  562. 

North-Carolina,  167,  247,523. 

Georgia,  171, 401,  437, 457, 476,  537. 

CommiUae  to  viat  the  nortbem  army, 

ra. 

New-JerMy,  172.  246,  265,  574. 
Sttnaal  Kirkland,  174. 
New-York,  134,  176,  243, 259,  268, 

493,  501. 
Thomas  Price,  176,  579. 
Thonias  Lo%vry,  178,  233,  265,  295, 

322,  M6. 
JaaaesDeaae,  181. 
Committee  oa  saltpetre,  &c.  182. 
Oeaeral  Waahingtoo,    for  re-enlist- 
ments, 193. 
New-Hampshire,  196,  243, 353, 435. 
Massachusetts,  196,  353,  359, 658. 
Carpenter  Wharton,  20^  246,  274, 
312,369,413,519,574. 
Colonel  Dyer,  203. 
Rliode-bland.  2p6, 463. 
Naval  Committee,  206,  252,  257. 
Capt.  Motte.  209, 210. 
Spenoe  and  M.  Whorter,  211. 
George  Wythe,  217. 
Cols.  Heard  and  Warterbmy,  226. 
WiUing  and  Morris,  288. 
M.  Regonville,  239. 
Colonel  Moaas  Haaan,  246, 495, 528, 

629,  535. 
Lieut,  col.  Aatil,  246, 569, 676, 688. 
Dr.  FrankUn,  247. 
Capuin  Nelson,  251. 
James  Mease.  267, 262, 276, 300, 306, 
314.  «,40t.  429, 434, 443,453, 459 
463,471.531,565.669,671,580. 
Dohieky  Anradd.  259. 
John  Chapman,  262. 
Delaware,  262, 296, 438. 
Col.  Bull,  262. 

Virginia,  263, 298. 327, 367, 668. 
Maiyland,  274,  390,  402,  447, 468, 

M.Du^,274. 

Committee  for  purchase  of  arms, 
lie.  281.  * 

Samuel  Fairlamb,  284. 
General  Schuyler,  288, 324, 362. 
Col.  Mi^w,  289. 
Col.  Charles  Stuart,  293. 
Baron  da  Woedtke,  294. 
Mr.  Cole,  296. 

Commissioners  sent  to  Canada,  297. 
Mr.  Walker,  297. 
William  Barrel,  299. 
Jeremiah  Dugaa,  ^. 
M.  Belletre, loi 
Price  nai  Haywood,  304, 314. 
M.le  Fontaine,  306. 
Army  in  New-York,  308, 309. 
Capt.  White-Eyee,  311. 
Qeor)|a  Morgan,  311, 346, 467, 481 . 


Money  advanced 

Mr.  Price.  317. 
Dr.  LanBOon,  322. 
Robert  Moaw,  326. 
£ph  raim  Blaioe,  386, 362, 416,  £ 
Paymaster  in  Virginia,  W.y!f\,Z 

419,  fi 
JaaMa  Easton,  329. 430. 
Messrs.  Edy  and  Dean(kesi,S9 
George  Evans,  332. 
Col.  Haslet,  333,  437. 
Col.  Hand,  334. 
Committtee  for  castisc  casBoi,kr 

344,479,5lt,JC 
General  MiflI'm,  361,5(M,  519. 
£.  Haneock,  deputy  payaunrgcn- 

ral,  370, 445. 
Capt.  James  Orior.  391 
George  Evans,  373, 402. 
Soaih-Carolina,  383,  MS. 
Bichard  Graham,  391,992. 
Cal.  Hugh  Stnveasoii,  401 
Comarittee  of  secretcorreipQidrie', 

401 
of  iaipectkNifarCmba 
land  cousty,  Pesift- 
vaaia,  416, 4S9. 
Clement  Biddla,  409, 559. 
David  S.  Franks,  416, 468. 
Col.  M'Coy,  419,  471        ^  ^ 
Daniel  and  Samuel  Hogke%4»,»C 
Dr.  W.  Shippen,425.         ^^  _ 
Richard  Diilam,  428,469,5U,f 

547, 668,  sells'^ 

John  PoUock,  429.  •  . 

Ludwick  Karcher,  431,441. 
'     Jonathan  Trumhall,  431, 623. 
Thaddeua  Sturges,4Sl. 
Francis  Lewis.  433, 463. 
Committee    of    Laocs^r  «^> 
Pennsylvania,  434, 463, 507. 

Jonathan  Meredith,  435. 
James  Livingston,  439. 
Auditor  general,  443. 
Captain  Whelper.  445. 
Abtel  Leonard,  446.  . 

Commissionen  foracfoaito«i<K" 

my,  448. 
Alexander  Tod,  451. 
Mark  Bynl,  451. 
P.  Schuyler,  454.       ^ 
Medical  Comnnttee,  457. 
Marine  Committee.  457. 
CaptawWade,46l  ^ 

GusUvus  Risbcf*,  459,  a»»^ 
Charles  Read,  467. 
M.  La  Marquisic»  470. 
Geoive  Meade  &  Co.  47D. 

ZebuiOB  Butler,  471. 
Robert  Erwiu,  418, 517,  fifi9- 

John  Bonfiekt,  479.    ^^ 
ChevaaerVeniwiet,4aO. 

Waiiam  Darias,  480. 


nejooa,  494.  ^- 

Rkhaid  Peters, «»,  560. 
Col.  Bockner,  531. 
Col.  Scott,  532.  ^  ^ 

Col.Hao««5gcr,d3^*«>^ 
Evans  and  Stretch,  6W. 
AckhunBoaiSekl.5M. 

Col.  Lawsoa,  510.     .   .e-iiLMr 
Capts.HoIIaiKi,H^i«»fcS*«t 

George  GibfW»»  643.        ^ 
Brig.gemMiad«FsnDoy,5»^ 

Capt.  Cardorpf  ^ 
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dvanced 

Gabriel  Long,  6fi6. 
Matthew  Irwin ,  66B. 
Richard  Bftche,  669. 
William  Whiteiy,  663. 
Cot.  Cadwaliader,  563,667. 
Bobert  JeweL  667. 
Col.  Charles  Symcs,  669. 
WiUiftmGom.674. 
Jobo  Boyd,  580. 

Commiti^e  of  Frederick.  MaiyUnd, 

680. 
Col.  Richardflon,  680. 
Tliomas  KiehoUi  68^2. 
James  NoarW|  683. 
John  Griffith,  585. 
Carvill  Hall,  686. 
lizers  of  clothing,  &ic.  proceedings  re- 
iig,  dSO,  660. 

mery  Riehard,  Xnd  brigadier  general,  87. 
takes  Montreal,  192. 
promoted,  203. 
allowed  to  purchase  cloth- 
I  ing  for  tlie  army,  2(K3. 

allow^  table  expenses, 

206. 

killed  at  Quehec,239, 240 . 

his  memory  honored  bv 

CoBgre8a,2U,247,269, 

269. 
loha,  eoMmissioner  for  Indian  af- 
fairs, 397. 
Fort,  troops,  Hu.  sent  to,  494, 496. 
«l  tabes,  19S. 

ladiaa  goods  porchaaed  ai,  335. 
^nt  to  the  memory  of  general  Montgo- 

I  James,  brigadier  general,  277. 
'  ordered  to  New- York,  466. 

Older  atepended,  476. 


MorgjUt  John,  appointed  director  general  bf  dul 

nospital,  166. 
memorial  from,  (  See  PdUunu.) 
to  take  care  of  sick  and  wounded 
officers  and  soldiers,  663. 
Qeorge,  ^ipointed  agent  for  Indian  af- 
fairs, 311. 
instmctions  of  Congress  to,d21 
money  advanced  to,  311,346, 

467,  481. 
directed   to   purchase   IndiaM 

goods  at  Pittsburg,  340. 
his  bills  to  be  paid,  393. 
his  accounts  referred  to  the 

Treasury  office,  446. 
flints  delivered  to,  472. 
Morris  Robert,  a  delegate  fiomFenu^lvania,418. 
money  advanced  tOj  o25. 
eninisted  with  »ecial  businem  of 
Congress  at  Philadelphia,  680. 
Lewis,  a  delegate  from  New-York^  69. 
to  act  as  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs,  at  Pittsburg,  140. 
Anthony  J.  major,  182. 
Morrison  Samuel,  alk>wanee  to,  469* 
Morton  John,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,! ,  62, 

419. 
Motion  in  Congrew  not  to  be  made  after  twelve 

o'clock,  209. 
Matte  capt.  prisoners  undar  his  care,  disposed 
of,  209. 

money  advanced  to,  209. 
his  guafd  provided  for,  217. 
Moultrie,  col.  Wm.  thanks  of  Coi^rcss  to,  418. 

appointed  brigadier  ge- 
neral, 476. 
Mount-Independence,  a  fort  to  be  built  on,  686. 
Moylan  Stephen,  quarter-master  general,  366. 

resigns,  603. 
Muskets  to  be  purchased  and  manufactured,  281, 

292,364,386. 


N, 


'George,  major,  226. 

,  brigant.  proeeedlnM  in  the  case  of,  274. 
cket,  proceedings  rnative  to  the  island  of, 

76,194,197,201. 
Franeis^  colonel,  336. 
Cossmittee,  npfMinted,  154, 169. 

to  fit  out  armed  vessels  for  de- 
fence of  Chesapeake  Bay, 

193,  m, 
to  prepare  commissions,  194. 
to  purchase  stores,  198. 
anthoriacd  to  oonlFaet  frith 

seamen,  207. 
money  advanced  to,  161. 
a  new  committee  appointed, 
207.   (See  Marine  Com- 
mittee.) 
thei  r  accounts  to  be  setlled,479 
officers,  appointed,  213, 320, 366, 367,  481, 

440,452,467,611. 
force  on  Ibe  lakes  considered,  436. 
stores,  may  be  imported,  262. 
,  contioetatal,  forssed,  184,  207. 

rules  and  ragtilmkNM  of  the, 

186  to  191. 
officers  of  the,  213, 320,  366, 
367,440,469,467,611. 
increased,  463, 656. 
agents,  sppoinCed,  549,  661. 
w.n  taken  by  veamls  of  war,  ho«r  disposed 
517. 

)n  Tbo4.  a  dslegiUe  from  Virfioia,  13T,4.'>8. 
captain,  money  adranced  to,  261. 


Stesbit  John  M.  agent  of  prises,  324. 
Nevelling  rev.  Mr.  to  be  paid  aa chaplain,  529- 
NewfouadlaQd,  exportations  prohibiiiedto,71. 
New-Hampshire,  delegates  uom,  1,  60,    141, 

276,636. 
to  collect  saltpetre  and  sol- 

phar,  81. 
urged  to  complete  their  levies, 

instruct   their    delegates   in 

CoagreAs,  166. 
to  raise  one  battalion,  230. 
to  fill  up  blank  commissions, 

248. 
to  raise  their  proportion  of 

sixteen  regimenu.  250. 
to  Mlaa  an  additkmar battel  ion, 

346. 
militia  ordered  to  Canada  and 

New-Yoric,  362, 363. 
mottcy  advatfcad  lo,  19IS,  S49« 

353,  4d6. 
quota   of    eigbtf«eifhl    baC« 
lalions,  476. 
New-Jeney,  delegates  from,   1,  60,  269,  390, 

669. 
to  collect  saltpetre  and  sulphur,  81. 
to  raise  diitse  hnctalie«i»  161,  M. 
6eM  officers  of,  161, 260. 
Uoops  ordered  to  Piew-Tork,  172, 

202,  286, 363. 
to  be   supplied  wHh  anD^^ 
clothing,  &c.  S21,  253. 


Mer 


vhmewi  to,  ITS,  246, 366, 

574. 
opilerad    to    Jois    ftneral 

qwMA  of  e  iflhCT-eifbt  Imtiiiliont,  476. 
■lilMa,  onfered  to  be  paid,  517. 
reqaired    to  atop  comnimicatioiis 

wicb  the  eaeny,  54S. 
•andnr  i«babiliato  of,  to  be  ooa- 
flned  in  gaol,  571. 
Mewton  DowBhuD,  peroikted  to  export  provi- 

«OD»,  192. 
Ifew-Yoik,  delegates  froa,  l,  9,  50, 69. 
adrice  of  Coagreee  to,  70. 
militia  to  be  armed  and  trained,  73. 
lo  collect  aaltpetre  and  mi Iphur,  81 . 
Ibree  orderea    for  the  defenee  of, 

1S3,  285, 963, 465. 
appliea  for  a  loan  of  money— «io( 

granted,  tl4. 
to  raiie  eix  battalums,  290, 241, 304. 
CeMoficers  of,  231, 280,299. 
approve  tbe  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence, 410. 
money  advanced  to,  175,  243,269, 

2(8,493,501. 
qmNa  of  eigbty-eigbt  battain^Dt,  476. 
to  raiae  an  additioBal  battalion,  566. 
Iilicbok  Tboams,  money  advanced  to,  582. 
Micholeon,  colonel   George,   inquiiy  into  bis 
conduct,  439. 
John,  major,  281. 
Nixon  John,  brigadier-general,  437. 
ageat  of  prises,  3S4. 
navy  afooti  546. 


Noa- 


,  lord,  bis  coacilinHiif  pw  ■ 


a. 


Nor^< 


to  caNset  alfeva 


safetref, 

to  raiM  a  bntn- 


applies  for  I 
bactaljaas  pA  * ' 


penMtirf  t»  npr 


bilboflbeti««?<^ 
to  be  pail,  91 

to  assiit  SmiM>' 

to    raisr   (hm  -J: 
raagers,4SI- 

two  bartiboa»  «^ 
York,  465 

<|aolaofeiKti}^' 

Nortbmaborinad  cooaty,  Pern?"* 

stationed  in,  453. 
Noone  JaMoe,  money  adfasee^* 
Joseph,  amisttBtckrfcB*- 

Nova-Scotia,  eiportatioas  pfostf 
applies  to  Job  *' 


a 


Oadi,  by  way  of  test,  not  to  be  oxacted,  282. 

to  be  taken  by  officers  of  tbe  army  and 
naTy,511,514,  535. 
Ofienees  committed  in  America,  trial  beyond  sea 

for,  declared  illegal  and  uniast,  38,  39. 
Qflkers,  to  negociate  bilb  or  e&change,  not  al- 
lowed to  British.  78. 
and  privates  of  toe  Aawrican  my, 

their  pay.  84, 129,  130. 
oath  of  fidelity  to  be  taken  by  certnia, 

131. 
having  served^  to  be  proferrpd  in  the 

new  nrmy,  164. 
of  the  navy,  nnmes  of,  313,  319,  320, 
366,367,440,452,511. 
wbo  served  ia  Canada,  provisioe  lor, 

375. 
iaouiry  into  the  con- 
duct of,  384. 
prohibitad  from  sottHag  or  aelliog  to 

soldiers,  377. 
of  marines,  386, 421. 


CMBcen,  to  leave  the  sertre  rf^" 
eaeonragemeat  to  wf^ 
excepting  general,  •*» 
tbe  several  siatr^^    , 
all  to  becommiMO*^* 

•o  enforce  the  ehtw**^"' 

diaeipline,  480. 
nottoboWmoi«th»'*j,*^ 

serving  dsriag  the  «'.■'' 
BOttobeallse«'^r«*' 

by  tbe  ««y\?J;^,t 

coBiiparative  ns>  "  *^ 

Ogden  Masthiae.  lieot  mIomJ^ 
Onlen  on  tbe  Tresmreffc  (J^JT 
Oitembif,  captaia,  to  tew  »•  * 


P. 


Paca  William,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  1, 53, 

138, 415, 563. 
Paekem  established,  176. 
Paddock  and  Coftn,  their  petition  rejected,  214, 

218,221. 
Paine  Robert  Treat,  a  delegate  from  Masncho- 

setm,  1.  50, 259. 
PillBter  Elisha,  ms$or,  898. 

his   appotntment  oUected    to, 

472. 
ordered  to  Philadelphia,  472. 
Palfrey  William,  appoiatad  pay-awsier  general, 

329. 


Parole,  form  of,  256. 

Parker  Joeiah,  aiajor,tf^  ^  ^ 

Riebaid,lmiior,5l»J^i 
Parsons  Samuel  H.  br^i?^! 
Paflni<^  river,  cosMMBia**?^ 
Patterson  Samuel,  mf^*  ^fT 
ami  mhereBBi^ 
John,ai8irttfl,,% 
Pattoa  John,  lieut.  ceh«lT,^,« 
Pay  of  officera  of  tbe  ttttJ,J^*% 
of  tbe  oontineaialVi^i'**' 
of  aa^  oftecrs,  208- 
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Ftky-naMtr  general  appoiiUed,  1S5,  339. 

to  gWe  security,  ISd. 
to  lake  ao  oath  of  fidelity. 

181. 
his  bills  to  b^  paid,  238. 
to  make  weekly  returns  to 

Congress,  431. 

money   advanced  ,  to,    134, 

136,  138,  147,   176,   257, 

288,  339,  381,  428,  433, 

450,  459,  470,  616,  658. 

in  Virginia,  appointed,  266. 

money  advanced  to,  327,391, 

419. 
Feace,  proposals  for.  how  to  be  made,  466. 
reachy  William,  colonel,  263. 

resigns,  336. 
Pelliaer  Christopher,  engineer,  426. 
Pendents  to  private  ships  of  war,  be.  proceed- 

ings  respecting,  631. 
Pendleton  Edmund,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  1, 

63. 
declines  a  re-election,  137. 
Penn  John,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina, 

162. 
Mr.  intercepted  letters  to,  417. 
Pennsylvania,  dek«ates  from,  1,  9, 62, 69, 41Q. 
thanks  of  Con^press  to  the  Assem- 
bly of,  46. 
to  collect  saltpetre  and  salpbur,81. 
to  raise  a  battalion  of  riflemen, 

82,87. 
Assembly,  their  communications 

to  Congress,  160, 160, 167. 
to  rabe  six,  battalioas,  163, 203, 

226. 
fieki  officers  of,  182, 223, 
,      226, 233, 246,  419, 426, 
^  470. 

to  send  troops  lo  New-Tork,  261. 
to   raise  four  companies  of  Ger- 
mans, 390. 
to  send  troops  for  defence  of  New- 

Jersey,  393, 398. 
disputes  between  Connecticut  and, 
160^  163, 167,  210,  317,  463. 
quota  of  militia   for    the  flying 
camp,  363. 
to  be  augmented,  419. 
money  advance  to,  136, 171, 186, 
217,  242,   293,  390,  416,  434, 
464,  602,  650,   667,  660,  672, 

677,682. 
^  quota  of  eighty-eight   battalions, 

476. 
militia,  their  accounts  to  be  set- 
tled, 497. 
application  for  the  defence  of,  612. 
battalions  ordered  to  New-Jersey, 

668. 
Penrose  Joseph,  lieut.  colonel,  226. 

money  advanced  to,  663.  * 
Pensions  granted  to  disabled  officers,privates,lEC. 

464,466. 
persons  disaCsctad  to  the  Amerioaa  oanse,  (see 

Torki.) 
Peruvian  bark  sent  to  the  southern  department, 

,     333,341,482. 
Peters  Bkhard,  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  War 

hnd  Oranance,  372. 
his  salary,  372. 
to  prosecute  appeal  in  the  case 

of  the  brig  EKxabetb,  607. 
money  advmiced  to,  628, 660. 
ordered  to  Baltimore.  680. 
Petitions  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  16,  38, 

'       39, 46, 104, 105, 106 


Petitions,  sent  since  the  year  1762,  called  for^ 

223. 
Petitions  and  memorials  to  Congress  from<— 

AUen  Herman,  334,  338,  S54,  364. 
Levy,  420. 

Apprentices,  sundry  Dorsons  relative  to 
inlistment  of,  248, 261 ,  262. 

Andrew  Doria,   officers,  &c.  of  the 
brig,  606. 

Aostruther,  captain,  628. 

Antigoac,  chevalier  d',  520. 

Antil,  lieut.  colonel,  688. 

Augusta  county,  Virginia,  committee  of, 

78. 

Baccarere  Jean,  610. 

Bankson  Jacob,  457. 

Bates  John,  625. 

Bausman  William,  462. 

Bayard  John,  and  others,  368, 608, 604. 

Bedford  Gunning 

Bell  William,  and  Co.  437,467. 

Benedict,  captain,  412. 

Berthauoure  Caunicr,  341. 

Berton  Peter,  207,  214. 

Beveridffe  David,  206, 211. 

Bkldle  Nicholas,  and  others,  666. 

Blewer  and  Robinson,  287. 

Bowden  lAwrence,  643. 

Bradley  Stephen  R.  386,  388. 

Brasier  Alice,  and  others,  629. 

Brown  John,  388,  487,  428,  430,  544, 

^    645. 

Brownson  Gkleon,  471, 474. 

Budden  William,  369. 

Budden  and  Lawrence,  642. 

BuU  John,  201, 242.  244,  246. 

Cady  Jeremiah,  639. 

Calvert  Pierre,  470. 

Campbell  Duncan,  245. 620. 

Canadians,  sundry,  4ra. 

Captains  of  New<Jersey  bottatk»ns,266. 

Carbolais  Simon,  628. 

Carson  and  Donvldson,  346. 

Champlain  Christopher,  391. 

Chevalier  John  and  Peter,  356. 

Cbristman  Paul,  642. 

Church  Benjamin,  23^240, 842, 343. 

Committeeof  WalpackJiio.  New-Jersey, 

816, 317. 
of  Lincoln,  366. 

Connecticut,  delegates  of,  313. 
.      ConoUy  John.  640. 

Cossade  Stephen  P.  471. 

Cox  John,  406 

Fermans,  and  others,  406. 
Isaac  J  and  others,  661 . 

Coxe  William,  and  others, 

Custis  Edmund,  283,  284, 287, 288,28$. 

De<ui  Joseph,  3iS8. 

and  others,  650. 

De  Boy,  Mons.  502, 508. 

Denet  Thomas,  561. 

Deputy  commissary-general,  467. 

Devon rouy  Mons.  4S^  499. 

Dictherr  Peter,  462. 

Dod  William,  670. 

Dorre,  cheralier,  481,  623. 

Doyle  John,  406, 41 1 ,  466. 

Jhif^n  Jeremiah,  444, 449. 

Dunham  Axariah,  646. 

Dver  and  Williams,  .')18. 

Easton  James,  814,  828,  890, 427, 428, 

480. 
Erskine  William,  368. 
Eve  OswaM,  333, 462. 
Eyre  Benjamin.  628,  647. 
Falcouniere  Pannelier,  470. 
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^MittMW  Mid  MMMffnls  fl 

FehrGodrrcd,  178. 

Field  afficen  of  tke  firat  PeaAiy Ivmota 

baiuLtoa.t^. 
Fiu«M«M  MiblM«l,  462. 
Flower  BeojuiiBf  406. 
Fowler  JMob,  467.481. 
Francis  Turbutt,  364, 379. 
Franks  D.  528. 
Frrderick  county,  Vufinia,  iobabituiti 

of,  69. 
Gwdner  Joiepb,  aad  otlMfty  475. 
Glover  Joomtfaui,  475. 
Goddanl  William,  16. 
Govvri  Janes  P.  4(i2, 479. 
Griffiiifr  Jasper,  175. 
Guillot  FraBcis,463,  SOI. 
Hateey  Jerenaah,  466, 469. 
Haaiar  Ibbetsoa.  t38,239. 
HamiUoB  Ai«kibakl,484. 
Hauuum  John,  411. 
Haaaid  Joho,  49ft. 

Haseu  Moses,  469, 495,  fiOt,  tfS,  528. 
Hepbon  ScMoy,  261,  S6i. 
Holloa  Willian,  586, 589, 462. 
*      HopkiM£seck,432,433,440,a4,446. 

Wait*,  471, 474. 
Ho^Ntal  males,  382. 
Hostages,  Scotch,  314. 
Hudson  Jiouathan,  iMB,  2D4,2Q6. 
Inhabitants  of  Frraerick  count}*,  Va.69. 

of  PMUMyHaaw,  »8,  269, 

278, 422. 

•r  Newport,  R.  1. 07,  228. 

of  FalsMutbyMassachusetts, 

276. 

of  Chester  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, 422. 
Irwin  Matthew,  609,  630. 
JaooU  John,  341. 
Jackson  Halt,  283,  320. 
James  and  Drinker,  70. 
Jenkins  Thomas,  194, 197, 202. 

Willinm,  514. 
Jewell  Robert,  532. 
J^Re,  Mr.  237,  248,  249. 
Junease  Fmdehomme  La,  460. 
Kennon  William.  588. 
Keppele  and  Sleinmetz, 

H«nrv«521. 
KiUs  George, '423. 
King  Hugh, and  otliers,  361. 
Kirkhiod,  Mr.  260. 

Moaea,  317. 
Koscnisko,Mr.461,5l22. 
•  Labal  Igiwee,  348. 
ittmib  John,  664. 

Leaming  Thomas,  junior,  517,  319. 
Leo  and  Pntnam,  owners  of,  466. 
LTarqne  Pierre,  267. 
Lincoln,  committte  of  the  eounty  of, 

356. 
Lindsay  WiMiam.  304. 
LinkendoriT  Lewis  dr,  433, 437. 
Livingston  James.  425,  436, 439, 443. 
Lockwood  Samuel,  648, 566. 
Longeay  Jean,  487,  471. 
Longhead  James,  174. 
Lucena  Snmael  de,  358. 
Mackajr  William,  512. 
Marmajott  Anthony,  275. 
Marshall  Benjamin,  and  others,495,S20. 
Mates  of  the  hospital,  382. 
Matthewson  John,  and  othera,  688. 
M'Connangby  Jamas,  646. 
M'CneWii)iam,  601,502. 


af  PkiWt^i.'. 
My  1ft  as. 


iB,4lS,4£( 
Mootw  F.  304.  I 

Willmia,a 
Mor^mn  John,  380, «»,4U. 

DnasslfMh 
Morris  Snmud,  4S^. 
Mfmnagm  Anthonr.lSl 
Momy  Rflbart,  a^  Jih.' 
Sansom,  sad  «r 

N«flrMelclMr.l78,ML^ 
lioloonJohn.»l,m 
I4ew-Jer!«eT  hnimSwncs* 
New«MiiWwBha«,ie.f| 
Jiicholami  Goon  «&.{ 

OccinnSunsoB,2H,:^ 
of*t**tiW* 

lalmn,«35,»> 

•f  *e  iist  a*ri  r 

battafioBS,  4j9 

r,5«,» 
Owa«rs  of  Hmte  sbpi a''^  ^ 
of  the  pritstecn  1/" : 
nam,  46S. 
Paddock  ndCefin,  Si  '  ' 
ParaonsSamaefH.Ci^ 
^Pnpev-maktfs  hi  rWt^ 
^masierM.418,4K 
PeMuyUaMa  cotu^mt* 

Pepim  Andre,  490. 
Pbelp»Noiih,3tf,JK  ^ 


PtlMor  Jmms,  4?0.    _ 

Poole  V^llfiasi,  390,  ^ 
Pottk  Dr.  J.  398,367. 

Prahl  Lewis,  453 


Raigs  John,  161 

Ikttoiti  Charles,  4«.^ 

RomamiCharistlM^^ 
Somandn  Bsnsfd,  ftl^ 

r,4P. 

Jaanes,  496,  ^\^  m  « 


Sttvan  WafiMUr  ****** 
Scotch  hosttfcs,  314 

Soott  ^^anis,***'  ^  |M 


ahMfo  Jam*} A  ^ 
ShoawiAifS^^ 
Sk)ftJiihn,40»tf7- 
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and  memorials  from—  i 

Simons  Peier,  333.  351.  > 

3t«nitli  ThorowgooQ,  and  otherB,  294. 

csiptain,  and  others,  61 1. 
Stalker  Andrew.  532. 
3  tarfcy  CO  lone]  J.  4V4. 
Stan  in  Charles,  4a5|  505. 
3teivart  and  Jackson,  138, 199. 
3tring«r  Samuel,  445^449.    , 
Sullivan  J.  563. 
S^vtf%  and  9paiiborough,  443. 
Taylor  John  N.  566. 
T  i  llmaD  John,  532. 
Xraverses  Joseph,  538. 
Trumbull  Joseph,  348,  355,  551. 
Tully  Christopher,  39. 
Umioensetter  Jacob,  367. 
VallierJames,  502. 
Van  Ueer  Bartholonew,  503, 508. 
W^alker  Thomas,  299. 
IVarucr  Sedi,  471.  472,  473. 
Warren  Gideon,  337. 
Webster  Pelatiah,  465. 
Weibert  Antoine  F.  385, 387,  443. 

^Wetuel  John,  462. 

Wharton  Charles,  174. 

Carpenter,  382,  385, 521. 

Wheelock,  Dr.  250, 481. 

White  David,  460. 

White-Eves,  captain,  286,  310, 311, 

Wilcox  John,  and  others,  356. 

W  iki  WiUiam,  4ffJ. 

Wyncoop  Jacobus,  467. 

Young  iwhibald,  501. 

Zedwitz  Juliana,  551,  567. 

Elisha,   commissary  for   the  northem 
,  139. 

;  Iphia,  meetings  of  Congress  at,  1 ,  50, 137. 
offer  of  the  use  of  books,  of  the  li- 
brary com  pan  j^  of,  8. 
defence  of,  considered,  544,  547, 

576. 
removal  of  Congress  to  Baltimore, 

from,  578. 
a  committee  appointed  to  transact 

?»ecial  business  at,  580. 
imothy.  to  be  prosecuted,  547. 
rg,  a  treaty  with  tne  Indu&ns  at,  341. 

fort  at,  offered  to  be  taken  on  conti- 
nental establishment,  407. 
murder  committed  by  Indians,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of,  448. 
k  John,  money  advanced  to,  429. 
*homas,  colouol,  336. 
oy  Seth,  first brigadie^eneral,  87. 

superseded,  120. 
WiUiam,  money  advanced  to,  402. 
at«ter  general,  appointed,  125^  540. 
directed  to  dismiss 
Bessonec  from  office,  556. 
asters  excused  from  military  duty,  401 . 
ffice,  establishment  of  a  general,  124. 
regiilHtions  of  the.  124, 461,  538. 
New-York,  proceedings  respecting,  70, 

72. 

Jonathan,  physician  nnd  sargeon,  367. 
pf.    (See  Ounpowder.y 
ice,  major,  promoted,  438. 
ott,  general,  lobe  securely  kept  in  custody, 

221. 
Inquiry  into  his  character  and 

conduct,  247. 
inquiiy  into  the  state  of  his 

healUi,25l. 
removed  from  gaol,  and  put 
under  guard,  25i. 


in 


Present,  general,  p»roied,  309. 

his  bai^^age  plundered,  4S7. 

to  be  indemnified,  427. 

to  be  exchanged  for  general 

Thompson.  434. 
exchanged  (or  general  Sulli- 
van. 465,  466. 
President  of  Congress  elected.  1, 39, 50, 72. 

to  sign  orders  on  treasurers. 

145. 
to  issue  blank  commissions, 

243. 
allowed  a  private  secretaiy, 

244,397. 
to  pay  bills   of  exchange, 

238,  22.). 
commits  captain  Gamble  to 

prison,  413. 
issues  a  warrant  to  appre* 
bend  Thomas  Reed,  and 
others,  451. 
Preston,  major,  to  repay  money  advanced  to  him, 

203. 
obtains  leave  logo  to  Lancaster, 

209. 
to  Amboy,  219. 
Price  Thomas^  monev  advanced  to,  175, 579. 

J.  appomted  depu^  commissary«generaIy 

300. 
and  Haywood,  monev  advanced  to,d04. 

314,317,318,440, 
empowered  to  draw  bills  of  exchanxe, 

323. 
their  accounts  to  be  settled,  323. 
Prisonors  of  war — 

taken  at  St.  John's  and  Chamblvi  how 
disposed  of.  177,*178. 
arrive  at  Philadelphia,  201. 
to  be  supplied  with  neces- 
saries, 195. 
may  choose  their  places  of 
residence^  209. 
atTrenion)  New-Jersey,  extravafcant 
in  their  manner  of  living. 

234! 
^  to  he  removed,  235, 575. 
not  to  be  inlisted  in  the  continental  ar- 
my^ 2o2. 
at  Philadelphia,  how  disposed  of,  253. 
returns  to  be  made  of^  267,  309. 
eichange    of,  how  aetermined^  •  195, 

378,  379. 
to  be  treated  with  humanity!  349. 
regulations  respecting,  350. 
at  Lebanon,  in  Penn^lvania,  makn 

their  escape,  381. 
sent    to  Yorktown,  in  Pennsylvania^ 

399. 
at  Carlisle,  in  Pennsylvania,  their  com* 

Elaint,  464. 
e  discharged  from  confinement,  on 
conditions,  577. 
sent  to  Baltimore,  in  Maryland,  579. 
Prises,  distribntion  of  naval,  190,  191, 228, 229, 

520, 521. 
agents  for,  appointed.  324, 386. 
Proclamation  of  the  Icing  of  Oreat-Britain,  re- 
marks on  a,  199,  200, 201 . 
Providence,  (  See  Bahama  hUmdt.) 
Putnam  Israel,  appointed  fourth  migor  general^ 

86. 

to  take  measures  for  the  defence 

of   Phibdeliihia,    575,    577, 

#  .  678. 
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4|BalifieAtkNi«,  eoBBittee  of,  appoatsd,  9QS,  n, 

references  ami  directioBS  to,  2S7, 

239)  S83, 396. 
reports  froei,  241,  t9t,  i95|  903^ 

UttTter-masler  generel,  to  be  appoistod  fay  ge- 

nerd  Washington,  190. 
lus  rnnk,  and  pa?,  Si3, 366. 
moaeY  advaneea  to  the  Hae, 
'  361. 

Stephen  Moylan,   appointed, 

366. 
to  nake  retoms  of  am* 
ney  and  stores  to  Con- 
gress, 431. 
resicos.d09. 
Thomas    Mifflin,    appointed, 

503. 


Randolph  Feytoo,  a  delegate  fross  ^ngB'^.d' 

elected  president  of  Congress, 

nnable  to  attend.  39. 
returns  home,  7Z. 
his  death  and  faneml,  197 
Edmnnd,   appointed    deputy  mnstor- 

masterMneral,  298. 
resigns,  S&. 

frigate,  to  be  empjbyed  in  defence  of 
Philadelphia,  377. 
Bangers,  to  be  raisM  in  Canada,  293. 

in  South-Caroliaa  and  Georgia,  423. 
commanded  by  col.  Thompson,  their 
rank,  475. 
Bank  of  officers,  how  determined,  226, 294. 

of  naval  and  militnry  officen,  compara- 
tive, 549. 
Rations  allotved  to  officers,  232, 233. 
to  militia,  474. 

value  in  money  determined,  479. 
allowed  to  staff  officers,  534. 
Rawlins  Moses,  lieutenant  colonel,  389. 
Read  George,  a  delegate  from  I>elaware,  1, 52, 

568. 

Isaac,  lieutenant  colonel,  263. 

promoted,  440. 
Janes,  brigadier  general,  437. 
Reade  Joseph,  secretary  to  general  Washington, 
his  letter. respecting  ckmi^, 

his  pay  increased,  277. 
resigns,  361. 
Recaptures,  how  disposed  of.  198. 
Recruiting  service,  promoted,  193,  »9, 256, 317, 

495,  509,  536. 6a7. 
Reed  Thomas,  apprehended  and  confined,  451 . 
Regimental  paymasters  to  be  appointed,  387, 

%*i  • 
Regonville,  Mir.  pennitted  to  repair  to  Philadel- 
phia, 212. 
money  advanced  to,  239. 
Representation  in  Congress,  measures  taken  for 

a  full,  503. 
Rhea  David,  major,  167.  .  ««  .^. 

Rhode-Island,  delegates  from,  1, 70, 343. 

to  collect  salt-pelre  and  snlphnr, 

81. 


Quarier-iBasier  geaenl,  IhweH- 

fbfbidlsiBiptnkvi 
DBBeccessanh',  5^ 

tothe'islBiiiaiei' 


<^ubec,  add 


prolsbindv* 
afiackasarhr 


annyon.239,^ 
of  lBSse« 


reqsire^R^' 
of,3S4. 

ia  Nev-Tori^i^ 
legates  15  Csf*" 


of  billa  of  credk,  be«  *?^ 

of    eigh^-eigfat  bsttdioR ' ' 

me  rife  daring  the  wv,r) 


Rhode-IalJUMi,  field  oScen<i^ 
qnota  of  eigfcP-*  * 

moner  advanced  t  ? 

Rhodes  Samuel,  a  delegate  fnm  I^ 

Rice  to  be  provided  for  the  sm? 

RichaidsoB  col.Wniiani,  monrj  »f 

Richmond  William,  coJopei,  4bS 

coun^,   in  iVe«r-i*t 

respecting,  229. 

Rickman  Wininas,  cfirector  of  ft- 

Virginia,  347.  i^-i-." 

Riflemen,  companies  of  to  w^ 

lobefomiedi«ioa«* 

officers  appoioTed,® 

Rights  of  the  colonies,  soteaen^  * 

decbffii^ 
Risberg  Gtistavos,  moafy  **^»*'  '■ 

Robeidean,  colonel,  to.^liw?' 
Trenton,  S47. 

for  bite  «; 
brigadier  ge»eral>' 

Rodney  Cmsac,  a  dele^  fn*  j; 
lingers  John,  a  ^^^"^^^ 

major,  sent  to  NewHaj.   ^ 
Ross  Geoi^,  a  delegate  fn»^* 


Alexander,  his  ff^jtl 
aetsed  and  *[f^ 

gent  to  P*'***^**!-^ 
discharged  f  r*  ».^ 

detaisedsrJ^;, 
penaiturf^^-* 

James,  promoted, 499-    ^-^ 
Ronville Mons.  i^^^^^i^'^ 

neral  releasemeat  of  vJTL,  ; 
Roles  and  Rn^latioDS  of  l*e  "^ 

cls^lfar.) 


ft.' 


rfdiei»^ 


urged  to  complete  their  levies,120. 
battalions  on  continental  eMib- 
li^ment,  341. 
ordered  to  {iew-Tork,  I 
465,468. 1 


PflS 


Rumaey  Renjaaun,  s  dthf** 
Rush,  Benjamin,  a  ddt^ 

ad*d»*'-^^ 


licut.  cotontl,  398. 
Lr^i  prooeeciiagH  re^Kcung  the 
301,561. 
_  niry  into  ihcmelbod  of  making,  134. 
«llawed  (O  b«  iiik(iarU(l,  218,  Ml,  Mi. 
uriM  of,  regulBWiJ,  3J9,  360. 
jab^lR  10  be  coUecled,  SI. 

inpocWion  of,  cacouragett,  118,  158, 

168,  SIS. 

B*Dulacl«i«  of,  prooHited,  153,  17t, 

173, 136,260  26!. 

SaltDiutsU jC^iLoidEred  to  PbilailBlpbia  ,373,393. 

SanuDi,  Murray,  and  Co.  Ibeir  oiemoriBl  can- 

lidered,  WO. 
Stnaauk,  io  Georgia,  ■  fort  lo  be  built  and  gar- 

ruooed  at,  3D9. 
ScwMol,  bnnd»^BuOor>  >4!. 
Schuyler  PbiGp,  a  dcIcKate  froin  ^ew-Ya^k,  G9. 
appoiolcd  third  major'gcneial. 


comniBiid,  SO*. 
Fcler  P.  major,  iSO. 
Scott  Charin,  licul.  cohinel,  363- 
noted,  33(i,  440. 


John,  colonel,  t! 

SfaoldOR  EliBha,  lieut 

cavalry,  ST?,  A78. 
Shopberd  WilUam,  pn 


Sral  for  Ihc  UDiicd  States  of  A 
ricamen,  ibeir  P»y,  207  UQ. 


.CaruliiiB,  high   wagea  offared 


ScayrtaXihQ,  Bu,    , 
Secrecy  eHJoiaed,  T,  Bb,  319. 
Seiirclai7  of  Coagreu  cboaen,  1,  90. 


of  the  Board  of  War  awl  Ordaa 
comnEE^rappIiiuUd,  )6S. 


lalten  In  ifae  cdcbi;  at  Ibe 
'     '     Cedatu  404. 

hie     coudact    approvM    by 

CongroU,  40S. 
farlher  jfrocecditia*  in  the 
caH<A^S£4. 
It.«er,>d.legatcf       "  '        ' 


.Junior,  chief phji 

flying  camp,  411 
money  aitnacod  la,  4U. 
to    take    care    of    aick 

wouoded  oScen   and 


W,t57. 


Shipatrifhu 


I  of  the 


"5k,1*3,«I0,K7,271, 
Sinclair  Patrick,  penniM 


■cPhil 


importatton  of,  prohibited,  307. 
-^-    ■-i.^cr-- ■—■•   "" 

inqiuryinl 


'■"S: 


guard  lo  Connecticut, 

89,99. 
1  report  of  hit  cic*P>i 


to  be  cxchuwed  for  Junei  Lonll, 

227,483. 

Skeneriioroivh  and  fort  Ann,  camDunicaiinn  to 

be  opened  between,  132. 
Skinner  Cortland,  lo  be  ■pprebcaded  and  ex- 
amined, 291. 
Snialltrood,  col.  Wm.  ordered  to  New-Toik,  414. 
hii  regiment  to  be  npplicd,  418. 
promoied,  dS7. 

diracled  to  laiK  levisi  in  Half - 
land,  fiSS. 
Smith  Joba,  to  be  cloMly  confined,  140, 300. 

■Uowed  to  nalk  in  (he  gaol-yard,361. 
Bjchard,  adelenle  from  Ne«t-JerieT,  I, 

es,ie9. 

Dt.  10  deliier  an  oration  in  memmy  of 
general  Houigomery,  t4T,  369. 

.        New-VDrk,4n. 

Jonalhas  B.  deputy  muatar-maMer  gCDe- 
ral.402. 
hit  reiignalion  accepted,  401. 
Janwa,  a  delegate  fron  Penni]'ltania,418, 


Roben,  agent  of  prim, 
Alexander  L .  money  advi 

nod  eeaineo,  proiiuon 


419. 


rifling  dehti,  116- 
for  (fiiabled,454. 


.-ii,S 

Seegar  Frederick,  quarter-naaer 

Sell'Fa  Nathan,  ontereil  from  New-Janey  toj 

Philadelphia,  4d4. 
Scigcani  Joanthaa  D.  a  delegate  fiom  New-Jcr- 1 

■ey,  169,  069.  I 

n««  Naibaniel,  Junior,  agent  of  ptiie*,  3fii.       ' 
VOt.  1.  76 


CI  nltpetra  bMlpbnr,Sl. 

»  n IK  three  baltalioni,  161, 

inatrucliom  of  Congrea  to,  165, 

166. 

ofler  high  wage*  to  leamen,  138) 


mn 


8oatli-CarQUBa»  iKliu   hostiliuet  eoaneBced 

qvotaof  eightjr-eight  bstialiouy 

496. 
SpoBccr  EBho.  noocy  Mhwiced  to,  211. 

Jow|iB,  ifih  brindMr-geaenl,  87. 
pnMBOted,  437. 
Spies,  proceMfingi  of  CoQ|refl*  reaMctiag,  S65, 

SpotMPOod  Jiezander,  lujor,  KS. 

promoted,  336, 440. 
SiMier  Jbln,  eagioeer,  901. 
Stephen  Adafli,  cokwel,  SS3. 
proiDoted,  465. 


,  lord,  eppoittted  ook>oel,  167 
tiikes  (' 

Vaiiey. 
proMOtod,  JTi. 


the  trunport  Bloe  Mom- 
toin  ValJeyTidO. 


direelioae  of  Congress  to.  184, 
221, 22S,  231,  233, 2d0, 286. 
Stovemon  Hngh,  eokwel  of  a  rifle  reginieni,389. 
HOoey  ndvnnced  to,  40S. 
ofieen  qf  hie  bennlioD,  406, 
467,  477,  563. 
Stewnit,  Midor,  piotootod  and  konored  fay  Con- 
Stockton  Riehmd,  a  delegate  from  New-Jeraey, 

390,  «9. 
BtoM  Tboinaa,  n  delegatn  from  Maryland,  69, 

138,415,553. 
captaia,  and  his  Testel,  engagca  in  conti- 
nentol  wrTicei  193. 


StDpfi>sj,  M^af,  to  Kfff 

Strieker  Gcaine.  lieoL  okmLm 
Striiifer,  Smninclfdaccivsf  ^k 

nonliera  depnrcmeai,  US. 
Strobndi  Martin,  pcnuBHaete 

kuMl  serrice,  344l 
Stanrty  cokmel  Charles,  wam  »ai 
Starees  Thaddcws,  moMj 
St.  Clnir  Arthnr,  cebaitSS. 


«i. 


St.  John's,  fort,  takea,  177 


IB 


Geonh, 

im,fi. 


hBE^ 


St.  Lnwronee  rirer,  to  be  cxpRi- 
SnlMiatence  alloifed  toeftccoan^ 

Tice,  IdS. 
Sttflblk  cooatf ,  in 

of,  11, 11 


Samner  Jethro,  eohioel,3X». 
Sunbnry,  in  Georgia,  a  Art  ok k 

risoned  nt,  399. 
Sarceofis  nllowed  to  each  Into^' 
SatUen  encoiiraced  to  «Bi^v^ 


lUictionson,  dUfMi 
Swift  Joseph,  jnnior,  moaef^i 
Syraes,  lieot.  nnd  €tkms,nifaff\ 


Table  nxpenses  allowed  to  coonaadi^g  general, 

206. 

Taliaferro  IVllUam,  major,  512. 
TsIIbmb  Benjamin,  major,  468. 
T^yhnr  Geo.  a  delegate  from  Penuyltanin,  419. 
John,  judge  advocate  in  Vjrginin,  335. 
WilUaiO>««t.  cotouel,  3S6  . 
Tasewell  John,  agent  of  prises,  324^ 
Tea-holders,  tMir  memorial  rejectod,  192. 
Teas,  regulations  for  the  sale  and  oonanmption  of, 

315. 
Temple  Harriet,  compensation  ntade  to,  458. 
Test  oath  not  to  oe  eiacted,  282. 
Tew  James,  major.  468. 
Thaekston  James,  lieat.  colonel,  336. 
Thistle,  sehooDcr,  and  cargo,  appenl  in  the  case 

of,  A,  464, 470.493^489,  500. 
Thomas  John,  sixm  brigndier>general,  87. 
first  brindier-general,  120. 
promoted,  and  takes  command  in 
Canada,  279. 
Thornton  Charles,  appointed  Secretary  of  Con- 
grew,  1, 50. 
his  sateiy,  375, 376. 
allowed  to  employ  an  nsnstant 
clerk,  69. 409. 
Thompson  William,  money  aovanced  to,  131. 

brigairier*<eneral,  277. 
general  msoot  offered   ia 

exchange  for.  434. 
William  Franklin  offered  in. 

exchange  for,  454. 
colonel,  thanks  of  Congress 
to,  418. 
rank  of  his  regiment 
determined,  475. 
Tliomton  Matthew,  a  delegate  from  New-Hamp- 

shire,  536. 
Ticonderoga  taken,  71 . 

nnnDS  and  militery  stores  to  be  re- 

moTed  from,  73. 
in  danger  of  being  re-tnken,  77. 
pay  of  die  tniops  sent  to,  88. 


T. 

Ticonderoga,! 


10  Ae* 

there,  169,  TJO,  fi 
sb^wricfats  teat  a. -^ 


lbrtrc0at,lobeRr 


tead4*i 

ed,  309. 

troops  ordered  lo,  *. 

Tillinghast  Daniel,  agent  of  |»n«>^ 

Tod  Alexnnder,  money  adfs»^ 

Tories  in  Tryon  conntjr,  to^**' 

-  -^  -  -  orCoBj|W«»' 


in  Qoeen*s  «w»Vi-*lf 
iars  respecting,  »\*^ 
in  RicHmood  cousty,  >«« 
theirnnnsto  beliiin^r 

Towers  Robert,  appoiated  is^ecs'^ 

der  459. 

Tracy  Mr.  moo^  •*™^Jf'Ji*^« 
Trade  and  SMnntectnres  of  the  <«* 


to  be  examined stfectjsr  J. 
regnlations  nbuive  io,»^^  , 
TraTcraes  Joseph,  money  «<"•«** 
Treason  defined,  385.  ^^ 

Treasorers,  continents),  IV^'^ri 
'  togiw«K«'S,' 

«fcfiti«Mltl«f 

ofieeof«« 
Trensoiy  office  of  sccoBst»,e*^jj,| 

fkmd 


umssL 


XKVit 


Tnmmry  office  of  accounts.  eoMmittee  of— 

references  ana  directkHis  to.  338, 

393, 407, 428, 438, 44^7, 456, 

459, 604, 6ll,  529, 530,  532, 

636, 539,  M3, 553. 

uii  i>^  '  eaipowerea  to  administer  oaths,544. 

Treaties  with  foreign  powers,  plan  of,  370,  416, 

418,451,452,457,478. 
Trentoft,  committea  of,  monej  advanced  to,  246. 
Trepanning  instruments  to  be  sent  lo  the  south* 
.    en  depiurlaient,  341. 

Trial  beyond  sea,  declared  illegal  and  unjust,  38, 

39. 
Trumbull  Joseph,  commissary-EenenU,  120. 

drswson  mpttidmioiCoU' 
giess,  161. 


TnuabuU  Joseph,  moociy  advanced  to,  166, 


to  suppfythe  northern  armies, 

401,472. 
Jonathan,  jnn.  deputy  paymaster-ge- 
neral, 126. 
money  advanced    to,  431, 
444,  463,  6MU62. 
John,  depi\ty  adjutant-general,  472. 
Tudor  William,  Jom-advocate,  130. 

oB^red  to  Mew-Yorl(,  438. 
Turtle-Bay,  saltpetre  reSM>ved  from,  to  be  mana-' 

factured,  155. 
TatbiU  Barnabas,  msjor,  334. 
TyleiC>  licvt.  colonel,  promoted,  438. 


u. 


Golooias,  afasehed  from  allogjancs  to  the 
British  crown,  ^2. 
doc  tared  free  and  independent 
■lates,  394, 385, 996. 


United  Colonies,  style  of,  altered   to  "  United 

States, '  470. 


V. 


Vui8haick,toloiiel,2Sl. 
Van  Zantx  Jacobus,  agent  of  prises,  324. 
Varick  Richard,  deJMi^  qoartar-master-general, 

499. 

Vennonet  ckemlier,  }  money  advaacod  to,  480, 

Vemejous  Moas.        >  494. 

Vessels  fitted  oat  as  cruisers,  153, 164, 169, 296. 

retaken,  how  disposed  of,  198. 

transporting  stores,  lie.  to  the  enemy.  I i- 

abw  to  seisnre  and  confiscation,  210. 
taken  and  carried  into  Mawsihusmis,  (o 

be  libelled  there,  211. 
loaded  for  Greai-Britain,  Itc.  not  per- 
mitted to  sail,  274. 
restraint  taken  oflf,  278. 
bebnging   to  the  enemy  to  be  lawful 

prise,  Z96. 
of  war,  form  of  commission  ID  comman- 
ders of  private  armed,  303. 
iastmetions  to  commanders  of  ppvate 
armed,  305. 
of  war,  additionaly'to  be  provided.  463. 
left  by  the  enemy  at  Boston,  how  oispos* 

edof,  331. 
for  Benmida,  not  to  be  fitted  out,  431. 


Ve88els4Mratieal,seisurs  of ,sttttdiy  Amcriean,460. 
Virginia,  delegates  from,  1,  7, 63.  71,  86, 138, 

272.  458.  637: 

to  collect  saltpetre* and  sulphur,  81. 

to  raise  two  conmanies  of  riflemen,  82. 

saltpetre  mine,  discovered  in,  156, 

troops  sent  from  Pennsylvania,  to  the 
eastern  shore  of,  196, 197. 

advice  of  Congress  to,  197. 

to  raise  nine  battalions,  217,  218, 298. 

permitted  to  export  produce.  218. 

to  raise  six  coo^iaaies  of  riflemen,  389. 

to  assbt  Georgia  and  South-Carolina, 

399, 437. 

to  provide  dothing  for  troops,  466. 

field  officers  of,  2^,  288,  ^,  440, 612. 

money  advanced  to,  263, 298, 327, 367. 

419, 668. 

battalions  ordered  to  New-York.  466. 

public  accounts  of,  to  be  auditea,  476. 

quota  of  eighth-eight  battalions,  476. 

supplication  oty  to  purchase  cannon, 
not  complied  with,  646. 

to  raise  a  regiment  of  artillery,  660. 

field  and  otlwr  officers,  566. 


w. 


Wade  capt.  money  advanced  to,  497. 
Walker  John,       I  comnuasioners  for  Iwfian  af- 
Thomas,  )     fairs,  120. 140. 
Charles,  to  be  indemnified,  367, 408. 
money  advanced  to,  408. 
Walton  George,  a  delegate  from  Oeorgia,  340, 

677,679. 

entrusted  with  special  business 

of  Congress,  at  Philadelphia, 

680. 
War  and  otdnance,  board  of,  established,  (  See 
rBoard.) 

'^ard  Swnoel,  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts, 

1,70. 
^  .  his  death  and  foneral,  209. 

Artemas,  appointed  first  major-general, 

his  resignation  accepted.  323. 
to  conmuie  his  commana  in  the 

eastern  department,  461. 
to  receive  pay,  lie.  640. 
colonel,  officers  of  hit  ragiaeot,  499. 


Warner  Setb,  colonel,  398. 

officers  of  his  battalion,  475. 
Warren  James,  appointed  paymaster-general, 

125. 
resigns,  SSO. 

his  resignation  accepted,  322. 
allowances  made  to^  400. 
to  pay  balance  in  his  hands  to 
Etwneser  Hancock.  400. 
Washington  George,  a  delegate  from  Virginia, 

1, 6St 

appointed  ^neral  and  com- 

mander  in  chief  of  the 

American  army,  83. 

his  speech  on  the  ocbasioh, 

83,84. 
his  commission,  86. 
ampowered  to  appoint  cer- 
tain officers,  120, 142. 
committee  of  Congress  t6 
ponfer  with,  146. 


WuhingKiiiGeoi^, allowed  U  U 


fmnlsnll 
rsoewB  bia  tf 


IS),  143,  14 
SS7,  ISO,  «1 

!98,  sn, » 

M4,  M3,  34 
3M,  361,  n 
383,  3S4,  3t 
411,  411,  41 
413,423,4! 
441,  44T,  U 
46B,  SOO,  K 

Ml,  «9,  se 


Way  Niclulu,  monev  bcItiidchI  i 
WayiM  AatboD},  calanfi],  113. 

onleredto»ew-Y 

offieen-ofhiibaui 

Webb  WiUInm,  cicik  n  the  wxl 

WebMcr,  PeWr,  moDay  HlnDCMl  to 
Wveilen  George,  lieut.  colonel, X63. 

prouoHd,  440. 
Weibert  AotoiM  F.  angiaeer,  387. 
Weill,  Mr.  comiHioiMr  or  uam 
Wmi  Jabea,    intarpoatioa  of  Coi 

c>Hof,3lG. 
WeMmorelaMi,  in  PeninlMui,  in 

brib>defeue«of,453. 
Wharf-builden  u>  1^  eogaged  for  pt 


John,  nary  B||eni,  M6. 
'  Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  fort  at,  40T. 
Whelpcr  David,  money  advanced  u 
Wbinle  Witliam^  delegau  rrain 
aUre,176. 
capuiD,  proceeding*  or  a  I 
nipeclinc,  367. 
ordered  to  riulndi 
airivn  there,  393. 
b  cnttiTBle  taarm 
officer!,  4(F7. 


-  White,  m.  William,  appDiatadtlufhMblte- 
groa,  6&1. 
AB&Mqi  JVakM,  lieiL  Uioail,ia. 
J<^,  BijDr,  336. 
£je<,  capcaiB,  aa  IwKaa  cbiil,  • 


addreau,  109,311. 


Waae3al*f  rwknek,  Kenl.coloacl.aa 
Wilcox  1.   to  aodil  acconnU  of  PoB^haa 

■lililia,  497. 
WifliaMi  Olbo  H.  nMdor,  389. 

WiUiMB,  a  dekagate  fnm  Coukdm, 

Willing  Tlioiua,  •  delegate  tnm  Puijlnai. 

Wilkiat ,  Mb(i*aalander|Md«n^ 

delphU,  6K. 
Wiltmr  Lndwiok,  M)]or,  414. 
WilioB  Janea,  a  del^ata  friw 


^Un  aSura,  117. 
to  pay  billM   dram  t}  fl 
laor^aa.  393. 

""  '^  ■  Kw-TaAJ, 


U  COHlDBi,  lo, 

noted,  ISO. 


WithenpooD  Joha,  ■  daiegat*  bom  Utt-ifm- 

■Uowed  U  lake  pciaaarf 
war  (o  TrcaioB,  »6 
Woaddia  hatOB  da,  appoiatal  laigailiui  ("^i 


WolcMt  Oliver,  commiaauH 

a  delegate   froB  ^i"*"^ 

WaodJoae|>h,Bi}ar,  226. 

prompted,  4*6, 47I1. 
Woo4cnek  to  be  ckwwL  ia,sn. 


Connecticut,  at,  163,  317,  4S3.    ^    ^  ,j, 
Wylbe  Georie,  a  deleg^  (nu  Vii(>n,  ^ 

!d«>,IIT- 


Yntea,  licit,  colonel,  tSl. 

Jaifwr,  commiwoaer  (at  ladiai 

ftobcrl,  aecretaiy  fcrditto,  SOB. 


ITatea  Jobn,r»uaeB 
anira,  I  Yort  paaaage-boat  to  oe  vwiicu,  —j-,       ^^^ 
397.    Toong   Jamea,  aid  Archibald,   «M>i  f"^ 
I     graated,  19S,  Wl. 


I  Zedwia,  Ura.  noner  adtaneed  tc,  NT. 
It  rUladel- 1  Zobly,  rev.  Dr.  a  dele|*Ea  frota  Geof|», " 
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•S'ife  'tl^n.^ 
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